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Language Spoken at Home
Top 20 – Australia
	2011
	2006

	Only English – 76.8%
	Only English – 78.5%

	Mandarin – 1.6%
	Italian – 1.6%

	Italian – 1.4%
	Greek – 1.3%

	Arabic – 1.3%
	Cantonese – 1.2%

	Cantonese – 1.2%
	Arabic – 1.2%

	Greek – 1.2%
	Mandarin – 1.1%

	Vietnamese – 1.1%
	Vietnamese – 1.0%

	Spanish – 0.5%
	Spanish – 0.5%

	Hindi – 0.5%
	German – 0.4%

	Tagalog – 0.4%
	Hindi – 0.4%

	German – 0.4%
	Macedonian – 0.3%

	Korean – 0.4%
	Croatian – 0.3%

	Punjabi – 0.3%
	Korean – 0.3%

	Macedonian – 0.3%
	Turkish – 0.3%

	Croatian – 0.3%
	Polish – 0.3%

	Turkish – 0.3%
	Tagalog – 0.3%

	French – 0.3%
	Serbian – 0.3%

	Indonesian – 0.3%
	French – 0.2%

	Filipino – 0.3%
	Indonesian – 0.2%

	Serbian – 0.3%
	Filipino – 0.2%


Key Points
· Mandarin showed the biggest increase of non–English language spoken at home in Australia’s top 20 languages, which grew to 336,410 in 2011 from 220,604 in 2006 – an increase of 52.5 per cent. 
· Punjabi is the fastest growing language, showing a 207.5 per cent increase from 23,164 people in 2006 to 71,229 people in 2011.


Language Spoken at Home
Top 5 – capital cities
	Sydney

	2011
	2006

	Only English – 62.2%
	Only English – 64.0%

	Arabic – 4.1%
	Arabic – 3.9%

	Mandarin – 3.0%
	Cantonese – 3.0%

	Cantonese – 3.0%
	Mandarin – 2.3%

	Vietnamese – 1.9%
	Greek – 1.9%


	Brisbane

	2011
	2006

	Only English – 82.1%
	Only English – 84.2%

	Mandarin – 1.5%
	Mandarin – 1.1%

	Vietnamese – 0.9%
	Vietnamese – 0.9%

	Cantonese – 0.9%
	Cantonese – 0.8%

	Samoan – 0.6%
	Italian – 0.6%


	Adelaide

	2011
	2006

	Only English – 78.8%
	Only English – 81.0%

	Italian – 2.6%
	Italian – 2.9%

	Greek – 1.9%
	Greek – 2.1%

	Mandarin – 1.3%
	Vietnamese – 1.2%

	Vietnamese – 1.3%
	Mandarin – 0.7%


	Hobart

	2011
	2006

	Only English – 89.5%
	Only English – 89.9%

	Mandarin – 0.7%
	Greek – 0.5%

	Greek – 0.5%
	Italian – 0.4%

	German – 0.4%
	Mandarin – 0.4%

	Italian – 0.4%
	German – 0.4%

	Melbourne

	2011
	2006

	Only English – 66.3%
	Only English – 68.5%

	Greek – 2.8%
	Italian – 3.3%

	Italian – 2.8%
	Greek – 3.1%

	Mandarin – 2.5%
	Vietnamese – 2.0%

	Vietnamese – 2.1%
	Cantonese – 1.8%


	Perth

	2011
	2006

	Only English – 77.8%
	Only English – 80.4%

	Italian – 1.6%
	Italian – 2.0%

	Mandarin – 1.5%
	Mandarin – 1.1%

	Cantonese – 1.0%
	Cantonese – 1.0%

	Vietnamese – 0.9%
	Vietnamese – 0.8%


	Canberra

	2011
	2006

	Only English – 77.8%
	Only English – 81.0%

	Mandarin – 1.9%
	Mandarin – 1.1%

	Vietnamese – 1.1%
	Italian – 1.1%

	Cantonese – 1.0%
	Vietnamese – 0.9%

	Italian – 0.9%
	Cantonese – 0.9%


	Darwin

	2011
	2006

	Only English – 72.7%
	Only English – 76.8%

	Greek – 2.3%
	Greek – 2.3%

	Tagalog – 1.2%
	Indonesian – 0.7%

	Mandarin – 0.9%
	Vietnamese – 0.6%

	Filipino – 0.8%
	Cantonese – 0.6%



Language Spoken at Home

Top 5 – states and territories
	NSW

	Language
	2006

	Only English – 72.5%
	Only English – 74.0%

	Arabic – 2.7%
	Arabic – 2.5%

	Mandarin – 2.0%
	Cantonese – 2.0%

	Cantonese – 2.0%
	Mandarin – 1.5%

	Vietnamese – 1.3%
	Italian – 1.3%


	QLD

	Language
	2006

	Only English – 84.8%
	Only English – 86.4%

	Mandarin – 0.9%
	Mandarin – 0.6%

	Cantonese – 0.5%
	Italian – 0.6%

	Vietnamese – 0.5%
	Cantonese – 0.5%

	Italian – 0.5%
	Vietnamese – 0.4%


	SA

	Language
	2006

	Only English – 81.6%
	Only English – 83.4%

	Italian – 2.1%
	Italian – 2.4%

	Greek – 1.6%
	Greek – 1.7%

	Mandarin – 1.0%
	Vietnamese – 0.9%

	Vietnamese – 1.0%
	Mandarin – 0.6%


	TAS

	Language 
	2006

	Only English – 91.7%
	Only English – 92.0%

	Mandarin – 0.4%
	German – 0.3%

	German – 0.3%
	Italian – 0.3%

	Italian – 0.3%
	Greek – 0.3%

	Greek – 0.2%
	Mandarin – 0.2%


	VIC

	Language 
	2006

	Only English – 72.4%
	Only English – 74.4%

	Italian – 2.3%
	Italian – 2.7%

	Greek – 2.2%
	Greek – 2.4%

	Mandarin – 1.9%
	Vietnamese – 1.5%

	Vietnamese – 1.6%
	Cantonese – 1.4%


	WA

	Language 
	2006

	Only English – 79.3%
	Only English – 81.8%

	Italian – 1.4%
	Italian – 1.7%

	Mandarin – 1.3%
	Mandarin – 0.8%

	Cantonese – 0.8%
	Cantonese – 0.8%

	Vietnamese – 0.7%
	Vietnamese – 0.7%


	ACT

	Language 
	2006

	Only English – 77.8%
	Only English – 81.0%

	Mandarin – 1.9%
	Mandarin – 1.1%

	Vietnamese – 1.1%
	Italian – 1.1%

	Cantonese – 1.0%
	Vietnamese – 0.9%

	Italian – 0.9%
	Cantonese – 0.9%


	NT

	Language 
	2006

	Only English – 62.8%
	Only English – 66.0%

	Kriol – 1.9%
	Djambarrpuyngu – 1.4%

	Djambarrpuyngu –1.4%
	Arrernte – 1.4%

	Greek – 1.3%
	Greek – 1.3%

	Warlpiri – 1.1%
	Kriol – 1.3%


