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For further information about these and other related statistics, contact the National

Information and Referral Service on 1300 135 070.

I N Q U I R I E S

The 2008–09 Agricultural Survey collected a greater range of agricultural commodities

and livestock breakdowns than the 2007–08 Agricultural Resource Management Survey

(ARMS). More detailed livestock data are available for 2008–09 compared to 2007–08.

The full range of commodity data will be published in Agricultural Commodities,

Australia (cat. no. 7121.0) in April 2010.

Additional state/territory and national data for wheat grain storage and use and grain

storage capacity are available for download with this publication.

CH A N G E S IN TH I S I S S U E

This publication contains preliminary estimates of principal agricultural commodities and

livestock numbers for 2008–09 presented for states/territories and Australia. National

comparative data for the previous two years are also available. The data are based on a

response rate of 79% from the 2008–09 Agricultural Survey. More comprehensive and

updated commodity estimates for 2008–09 will be published in April 2010 in Agricultural

Commodities, Australia (cat. no. 7121.0).
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Western AustraliaWA

VictoriaVic.

TasmaniaTas.

tonnet

standard errorSE

South AustraliaSA

relative standard errorRSE

QueenslandQld

Northern TerritoryNT

New South WalesNSW

hectareha 

Estimated Value of Agricultural OperationsEVAO

Catalogue numbercat. no.

Business Activity StatementBAS

AustraliaAust.

Australian Taxation OfficeATO

Australian Capital TerritoryACT

Australian Bureau of Statistics Business RegisterABSBR

Australian Bureau of StatisticsABS

Australian Business RegisterABR

Australian Business NumberABN

thousand'000
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The area sown to rice increased four–fold from 2007–08, to 8 thousand hectares and

production more than tripled to 63 thousand tonnes. However, despite these increases,

rice production remained at historically low levels. New South Wales was the only rice

producing state in Australia in 2008–09.

Rice

The total area sown to oats for grain in 2008–09 fell 31% from the previous year to

856 thousand hectares. The area sown to oats for grain decreased in the major

producing states of Western Australia (down 24% to 302 thousand hectares), New South

Wales (down 41% to 274 thousand hectares) and Victoria

(down 12% to 185 thousand hectares).

Production of oats for grain in 2008–09 decreased 20% to 1.2 million tonnes. Falls were

reported in all the major growing states with the exception of New South Wales (up 34%

to 258 thousand tonnes). In Western Australia and Victoria, production was down 26%

and 29% respectively.

Oats

The area sown to lupins for grain decreased 23% from 752 thousand hectares in 2007–08,

to 578 thousand hectares in 2008–09. Production rose 8% to 716 thousand tonnes.

Lupins

The total area sown to grain sorghum in Australia in 2008–09 decreased by

188 thousand hectares (20%) to 754 thousand hectares. In the main growing states, the

area planted to grain sorghum decreased 16% in New South Wales (to

233 thousand hectares) and 21% in Queensland (to 519 thousand hectares).

Production of grain sorghum was down 30% to 2.7 million tonnes. Production decreased

in New South Wales (down 25% to 950 thousand tonnes) and Queensland

(down 32% to 1.7 million tonnes).

Grain sorghum

The area planted to cotton rose 122% in 2008–09, to 153 thousand hectares. The

production of cotton lint rose 155% to 303 thousand tonnes, returning to 2006–07 levels.

Cotton

In 2008–09, the total area sown to canola rose 31% from the previous year to

1.7 million hectares. Canola production rose 53% to 1.9 million tonnes.

Canola

The total area sown to barley for grain in 2008–09 fell 2% to 4.8 million hectares. Of the

major barley producing states, Western Australia was the only state to report increased

area sown (up 4% to 1.4 million hectares). The other main growing states were South

Australia (1.2 million hectares), Victoria (1.1 million hectares) and New South Wales

(1.0 million hectares).

Production of barley for grain in 2008–09 increased 7% to 7.7 million tonnes. Barley

production increased in all states with the exception of Victoria

(down 22% to 1.4 million tonnes). The other main producing states were Western

Australia (2.8 million tonnes), South Australia (1.9 million tonnes) and New South Wales

(1.4 million tonnes).

CR O P S

Barley

While improved seasonal conditions saw increases in production of some major

broadacre crops in 2008–09, livestock numbers remained flat or continued their falls of

recent years.

I N T R O D U C T I O N
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Preliminary estimates indicate the number of pigs in Australia in 2008–09 was

2.2 million head, a decrease of 7% from 2007–08 to the lowest herd size since 1978. In

2008–09, Queensland (630 thousand head) and New South Wales (556 thousand head)

accounted for approximately half of Australia's pig herd.

Pigs

In 2008–09, the number of sheep and lambs in Australia was 71.6 million head, the

lowest number since 1905. New South Wales (25.0 million head), Western Australia

(15.5 million head) and Victoria (14.8 million head) accounted for 77% of the nation's

flock of sheep and lambs.

Sheep and lambs

In 2008–09, the number of meat cattle in Australia was 24.5 million head. The dominant

state in the industry continued to be Queensland, accounting for 47%

(11.6 million head) of Australia's meat cattle in 2008–09.

Meat catt le

Preliminary estimates for 2008–09 indicate the number of milk cattle in Australia was

2.5 million head, an increase of less than 1% from 2007–08. The number of milk cattle

increased in Victoria (up 1%), Tasmania (up 14%) and South Australia (up 6%) with

decreases in all other states.

L I V E S T O C K

Milk catt le

The total area sown to wheat for grain in 2008–09 rose 5% from the previous year to

13.2 million hectares. The area sown to wheat for grain increased in all states except

Victoria (down 2% to 1.5 million hectares) and South Australia

(down 2% to 2.1 million hectares).

In 2008–09, production of wheat for grain rose 54% to 20.9 million tonnes. Production

increased in all major wheat growing states except Victoria

(down 14% to 1.7 million tonnes).

Wheat

The area planted to sugar cane for crushing decreased 4% from 2007–08 to 367

thousand hectares and production also fell 7% to 30.3 million tonnes in 2008–09.

Sugar cane
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** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is
considered too unreliable for general use

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) Data for 2009 are preliminary and may be subject to revision.

^ estimate has a relative standard error of 10% to less than 25%
and should be used with caution

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and
should be used with caution

*——94 4962 0688931 4904 19513 15112 57811 798Area ('000 ha)
*——^358 1612 3761 7811 7246 86120 93913 56910 822Production ('000 t)

WH E A T FO R GR A I N

—————348—^19367381409Area ('000 ha)
—————28 253—^2 03230 28432 62136 397Production ('000 t)

SU G A R CA N E CU T FO R CR U S H I N G

———————^8^82^20Area ('000 ha)
———————^63^6318^163Production ('000 t)

R I C E FO R GR A I N

*——4302^84*71852748561 2381 003Area ('000 ha)
**——^662572*72382581 2051 502748Production ('000 t)

OA T S FO R GR A I N

——^—441^57—^33^47578752736Area ('000 ha)
——^—602^56—^18^40716662470Production ('000 t)

LU P I N S FO R GR A I N

——*———519**1233754942613Area ('000 ha)
——*—1—1 719**19502 6713 7901 283Production ('000 t)

GR A I N SO R G H U M

—————^69—8515369163Area ('000 ha)
—————^133—170303119282Production ('000 t)

CO T T O N L I N T

**——2892191**4251^3311 6701 2771 052Area ('000 ha)
——21 164212**3225^2561 8611 214573Production ('000 t)

CA N O L A

—**—101 4401 210^831 0839644 7904 9024 182Area ('000 ha)
—**—282 8081 855^1551 3871 4357 6697 1604 257Production ('000 t)

BA R L E Y FO R GR A I N

ACTNTTas.WASAQldVic.NSW200920082007

2009AUST.

PRODUCT ION AND AREA OF PRINCIPAL CROPS (a) —Year ended 30 June1
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
na not available
(a) Data for 2009 are preliminary and may be subject to revision.
(b) Forecast made at the beginning of each season.

^ estimate has a relative standard error of 10% to less than 25% and should
be used with caution

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used
with caution

** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered
too unreliable for general use

—*—^142463736304185562 2362 4112 605Total
—*—^122163245673484841 9512 1482 254All other pigs
——^—^4^5^7^13^735na54Gilts intended for breeding
——^22543545663241263286Breeding sows
——*—1^1^2^2^29na11Breeding boars

P I G S ( ' 0 0 0 )

^25—1 1148 2905 458^2 0967 80113 52338 308na42 028Ewes expected to lamb ('000)(b)
85—85818971908585na82Proportion of lambs marked to ewes mated (%)

^26—1 0468 7355 2461 7787 67213 23537 738na41 518Ewes mated to produce lambs ('000)
^22—8887 0524 664^1 2706 88011 20031 976na34 064Lambs marked ('000)

LA M B I N G

^55**—2 02715 51610 0604 10014 78525 02171 56476 93885 711Total
^13—5004 0013 070^9784 0927 01119 664na23 420Lambs under one year
^42**—1 52711 5146 9903 12310 69418 01651 906na62 291Sheep (excluding lambs)

SH E E P AN D LA M B S ( ' 0 0 0 )

61744041 9971 08211 6062 1885 43724 45924 78425 373Total
^1321943371933 3984011 1395 883na6 277All other meat cattle

41 0601881 0685685 6461 0712 84112 44713 47212 800Cows and heifers one year and over
^13031105472852 2726231 3145 454na5 528Other calves

—541245^36290^94143674na767Bulls and bull calves intended for breeding

ME A T CA T T L E ( ' 0 0 0 )

—**—22592^170^1541 5943132 5482 5372 663Total
—**—73^43^60^62551115903897868All other milk cattle
—**—15249^110^921 0441981 6451 6401 796Cows in milk and dry

M I L K CA T T L E ( ' 0 0 0 )

ACTNTTas.WASAQldVic.NSW200920082007

2009AUST.

LIVESTOCK NUMBERS (a) —Year ended 30 June2
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11    The estimates in this publication are based on information obtained from a sample

drawn from the total population of agricultural businesses in scope of the collection, and

are subject to sampling variability; that is, they may differ from the figures that would

have been produced if all agricultural businesses had been included in the Agricultural

Survey. One measure of the likely difference is given by the standard error (SE), which

indicates the extent to which an estimate might vary by chance because only a sample

was taken. There are about two chances in three that a 'sample' estimate will differ by

less than one SE from the figure that would have been obtained if all farms had been

included, and about nineteen chances in twenty that the difference will be less than two

SEs.

12    In this publication, 'sampling' variability of the estimates is measured by the relative

standard error (RSE) which is obtained by expressing the SE as a percentage of the

estimate to which it refers.

RE L I A B I L I T Y OF ES T I M A T E S

(S A M P L E ER R O R )

6    Estimates in this publication are based on information obtained from the Agricultural

Survey for the year ended 30 June 2009.

7    The scope of the 2008–09 Agricultural Survey was all agricultural businesses recorded

on the ABS' Business Register (ABSBR) above a minimum size cutoff. The ABSBR is based

on the Australian Business Register (ABR) which is administered and maintained by the

Australian Taxation Office (ATO).

8    A minimum size cut-off of $5,000 was applied to determine whether a business was

in–scope for the 2008–09 Agricultural Survey. The measure of size was based on the ABS'

Estimated Value of Agricultural Operations (EVAO) or a derived value based on

Businesses Activity Statement (BAS) turnover.

9    While the ABSBR does not include all agricultural businesses in Australia, it provides

improved coverage from the former ABS–maintained Agricultural Survey frame as most

businesses and organisations in Australia need to obtain an Australian Business Number

(ABN) from the ATO for their business operations. The ABR–based register is also more

up–to–date as it excludes agricultural businesses with cancelled ABNs and incorporates

regularly updated information on agricultural businesses from the ATO.

10    The preliminary estimates are based on a response rate of 79% from a sample of

approximately 38,000 agricultural businesses selected for the 2008–09 Agricultural

Survey.

SC O P E AN D CO V E R A G E

5    Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may occur between sums of the

component items and totals.

GE N E R A L

1    This publication presents preliminary estimates of principal agricultural commodities

and livestock numbers for the 2008–09 season, and comparative data for the previous

two years.

2    The 2008–09 Agricultural Survey collected a greater range of agricultural

commodities and livestock breakdowns than the 2007–08 Agricultural Resource

Management Survey (ARMS). The full range of commoditiy data will be published in

Agricultural Commodities, Australia (cat. no. 7121.0) in April 2010.

3    More detailed livestock data are available in this publication (cat. no. 7111.0) for

2008–09 compared to 2007–08. Additional data on wheat storage and use and grain

storage capacity are also available for download.

4    The estimates for 2006–07 and 2007–08 are the final state/territory and national

estimates for principal agricultural commodities and livestock numbers collected in the

2006-07 Agricultural Survey and the 2007–08 ARMS.

I N T R O D U C T I O N
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17    A range of publications relevant to the Agriculture sector are produced by the ABS,

including:

! Agricultural Commodities, Australia (cat. no. 7121.0)

! Australian Wine and Grape Industry, (cat. no. 1329.0)

! Livestock and Meat, Australia (cat. no. 7218.0.55.001)

! Livestock Products, Australia (cat. no. 7215.0)

! Value of Principal Agricultural Commodities Produced, Australia, Preliminary

(cat. no. 7501.0)

! Value of Agricultural Commodities Produced, Australia (cat. no. 7503.0)

! Vineyards Estimates, Australia (cat. no. 1329.0.55.002)

! Water Use on Australian Farms, Australia (cat. no. 4618.0)

! Wheat Use and Stocks, Australia (cat. no. 7307.0)

! Stocks of Grain Held by Bulk Handling Companies and Grain Traders, Australia

(cat. no. 7122.55.001)

RE L A T E D PU B L I C A T I O N S

16    ABS publications draw extensively on information provided freely by individuals,

businesses, governments and other organisations. Their continued cooperation is very

much appreciated. Without it, the wide range of statistics published by the ABS would

not be available. Information received by the ABS is treated in strict confidence as

required by the Census and Statistics Act 1905.

GE N E R A L AC K N O W L E D G M E N T

15    As well as the statistics included in this and related publications, the ABS may have

other relevant data available on request. Inquiries should be made to the National

Information and Referral Service on 1300 135 070.

AB S DA T A AV A I L A B L E ON

RE Q U E S T

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

3.1—49.311.58.18.26.48.05.4Total pigs (no.)
1.811.465.82.33.53.18.74.53.6Total sheep (no.)
2.39.94.64.25.96.83.54.26.2Total meat cattle (no.)
3.4—78.87.28.910.411.34.78.0Total milk cattle (no.)
1.936.0—11.82.82.66.55.04.0Wheat for grain - Production (t)
5.3—————5.5—16.2Sugar cane cut for crushing - Production (t)

11.7———————11.7Rice for grain - Production (t)
5.652.2—13.39.37.836.59.58.2Oats for grain - Production (t)
4.5——12.85.215.4—16.814.0Lupins for grain - Production (t)
4.7——42.5——5.999.59.6Grain sorghum - Production (t)
6.5—————11.0—7.1Cotton lint - Production (t)
4.5——9.16.07.079.89.813.8Canola - Production (t)
2.3—62.95.84.23.111.64.67.2Barley for grain - Production (t)

%%%%%%%%%

Aust.ACTNTTas.WASAQldVic.NSW

RELAT IVE STANDARD ERRORS OF SELECTED ESTIMATES— Year ended 30 June 2009

13    Most published estimates have RSEs less than 5%. For some states with limited

production of certain commodities, RSEs are greater than 10%. Estimates that have an

estimated RSE between 10% and 25% are annotated with the symbol '^'. These

estimates should be used with caution as they are subject to sampling variability too high

for some purposes. Estimates with an RSE between 25% and 50% are annotated with the

symbol '*', indicating that the estimate should be used with caution as it is subject to

sampling error too high for most practical purposes. Estimates with an RSE greater than

50% are annotated with the symbol '**', indicating that the sampling variability causes

the estimates to be considered too unreliable for general use. Separate indication of the

RSEs of all estimates is available on request.

14    A table with RSEs for the principal commodities in this publication follows:

RE L I A B I L I T Y OF ES T I M A T E S
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18    Current publications and other products released by the ABS are listed under the

Statistics and Themes pages on the ABS website <http://www.abs.gov.au>. The ABS also

issues a daily Release Advice on the website which details products to be released in the

week ahead.
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www.abs.gov.auWEB ADDRESS

All statistics on the ABS website can be downloaded free
of charge.

  

F R E E A C C E S S T O S T A T I S T I C S

Client Services, ABS, GPO Box 796, Sydney NSW 2001POST

1300 135 211FAX

client.services@abs.gov.auEMAIL

1300 135 070PHONE

Our consultants can help you access the full range of
information published by the ABS that is available free of
charge from our website. Information tailored to your
needs can also be requested as a 'user pays' service.
Specialists are on hand to help you with analytical or
methodological advice.

I N F O R M A T I O N A N D R E F E R R A L S E R V I C E

www.abs.gov.au   the ABS website is the best place for
data from our publications and information about the ABS.
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