
c·s 
t 66!' $ ?CS" COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS 

7{; , ',: .. -. '/i"?~ CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA 

To be t .. eated as s/ .. ictly CONFID.E.~.IAt: and ~ to be publ ished, broadcast 0 .. cabled befo .. e 6 P.M. on FRIDAY 

30 JANUARY 1970. f :l FEB iQi'> 
"''';'/ .~,: 

RETAIL SALES OF GOODS: AUSTRALIA 

\~~~~.", .. \,~~,.~/MONTH OF DECEMBER 1969 (PROVISIONAL) 

C~M ps,!I\' 
A p .. ovislona e of the total value of .. eta I I sales in Aust .. alla (excluding moto .. vehicles, parts, 

pet .. ol, etc.) fo .. the month of Decembe .. 1969 Is shown in the table ove .. leaf. Figu .. es for some ea .. lier months are 
also shown for pu .. poses of compa .. lson. 

2. The p .. ovisional monthly estimates of .. etai I sales a .. e obtained f .. om a sub_sample of establishments used 
to p .. ovlde qua .. terly estimates of the value of .. etai I sales. The monthly sub-sample is comparatively small since 
it is designed to p .. ovide p .. ompt estimates of the total value of .. eta I I sales (excluding moto .. vehicles, pa .. ts, 
pet .. ol, etc.) without placing an undue bu .. den on either the .. esources of the Bu .. eau 0 .. upon retail establishments. 

3. As the p .. ovisional monthly estimates are de .. ived from .. etu .. ns .. eceived f .. om a sample of .. etail 
establishments they may diffe .. somewhat f .. om the .. esults which would have been obtained from a comparable complete 
collection. A measu .. e of the likely diffe .. ence is given by the standa .. d er .. o .. of the estimate. There are about 
2 chances In 3 that a sample estimate wi II differ f .. om results which would be obtained from a compa .. able complete 
collection by less than 1 standa .. d e .... o .. and 19 chances in 20 that the difference would be less than 2 standa .. d 
e .. rors. If, fo .. example, a sample gives an estimate of $500 mi Ilion and the standard erro .. of this estimate is 
1 per cent, i.e. $5 million, then the .. e a .. e 2 chances in 3 that a comparable complete collection would give a 
figu .. e within the range of $495 million to $505 million and 19 chances in 20 that the figu .. e would be within the 
range of $490 mill ion to $510 mi II ion. 

4. The standard e .... or of the estimates of the total value of monthly retal I sales (excluding motor 
vehicles, parts, pet .. ol, etc.) is about 1.0 per cent. The standard error of the month-to-month movement of the 
estimates of the value of .. eta I I sales Is gene .. ally about 0.3 per cent of the current monthly estimate. For 
example, the movement in the value of .. eta I I sales between the months of November 1969 and Decembe .. 1969 is shown 
by the o .. iginal se .. les in the table overleaf as an inc .. ease of $239.0 inlIJlon. The standa .. d e .. ror of this movement 
is about 0.3 pe .. cent of the Decembe .. 1969 estimate, which is app .. oximately $ 2.8 mill ion. The .. efo .. e, the .. e are 
2 chances in 3 that the movement in .. etail sales between Novembe .. 1969 and Decembe .. 1969 is. between $236.2~IIIJaLion 
and S241.8million and 19 chances in 20 that it is between $233.4·million and $2441.6 iniUion. 

5. The monthly estimates may also differ f .. om those which would be obtained from a sample as la .. ge as that 
used to p .. ovide qua .. te .. ly estimates. Hence, the sum of the estimates fo .. the three months comprising a qua .. te .. 
may differ f .. om the estimate obtained fo .. that qua .. te .. f .. om the full quarte .. ly sample. The standa .. d e .... o .. of this 
diffe .. ence is app .. oxlmately 0.8 per cent of the qua .. te .. ly estimate. The monthly estimates a .. e subsequently 
adjusted in acco .. dance with the p .. eliminary and final qua .. te .. ly estimates as they become avai lab Ie. 

6. Seasonally adjusted statistics a .. e also shown In the table ove .. leaf. In the seasonal adjustment.account 
has been taken of both no .. mal seasonal factors and "t .. ading-day" effects (arising f"om the va .. ying numbe .. s of 
Sundays, Mondays, Tuesdays, etc. in the month). Whi Ie the no .. mal seasonal facto .. s should change only g .. adually 
f .. om yea .. to yea .. , the t .. ading_day adjustment fo .. any month wi II va .. y f .. om year to yea .. in acco .. dance with the 
combination of days which occu .. in the month. NQ adjustment has been made 
.date of Easter. Details of the methods used in seasonally adjusting these 
"Seasonally Adjusted Indicato .. s 1969" (Refe .. ence No. 1.10) of 22 May 1969. 

for the effects of movement in the 
and othe .. se .. ies are given In 

It should be noted that the seasonally 
adjusted figures reflect the sampling erro .. s to which the o .. iginal figu .. es a .. e subject. 

7. All figures in this bulletin a .. e on a basis compa .. able with the 1961-62 Retai I Census. Fu .. the .. 
info .. mation .. elating to the basis on which the statistics of .. eta I I sales of goods a .. e compi led is contained in 
statistical bulletin "Retail Sales of Goods" (Refe .. ence No. 11.4) September quarter 1969 of 2 January 1970. 

Refe .. enc, No. 11.6 



2. 

TOTAL VALUE OF RErAIL SALES OF GOODS 
(EXCLUDING MOTOR VEHICLES, PARTS, PErROL, ErC.) 

MONTHLY ESTn4ATES : AUsrRALIA (a)(b) 

(All figures are on a basis comparable with the 1961-62 Retail Cens"s) 

(8 million) 

Month 1965-66 1966-61 1961-68 1968-69 1969-10 

Original 

J"ly 529.8 542.1 575·6 617·2 661·9 
August 518.4 555.8 598.8 638·9 665·8 
September 528.4 563.7 605·9 597 ·7 661·7 
October I 544·7 568.0 610.1 655·3 (c)708.5 
November I 566.2 602.0 652.1 687.2 ( 0)704.3 
December I 739·4 I 788.1 819·7 857.1 (c)943.3 
January 509 ·7 546.8 590.6 643.2 
February 497·2 533·0 580.1 588.7 
March 537.1 577 .2 600'9 638.3 
April 541·4 561·5 599·8 636.3 
May 565.3 611.3 661.1 699·9 
June 537·4 579·5 58803 635·4 

Total for year 6,615·0 7,029.0 7,482·7 7,895. 2 

Seasonally adjusted (d) 

July 537·5 56403 609·9 640·5 682.4 
August 543.0 569·9 610.2 643.1 686.4 
September 543.6 572·5 618.3 632·7 686.4 
October 544·2 577·0 619·8 647·4 ~C~689.9 
November 546.4 578·7 623·7 651.9 c 691.8 
December 547 ·7 584.3 622.1 66100 (c)712.5 
January 550.2 589·8 623.4 664·5 
February 556.2 596~3 623.4 658·5 
March 558.1 589·9 629.0 679·0 
April 554·4 596.7 626.4 662.8 
May 566 .1 I 599·1 634·5 673.0 
June 565·5 

1 
602.3 636·7 689·2 

(a) Excludes Northern Territory and Australian Capital Territory. (b) Figures from 
April 1968 are subject to revision when 'more preCise info;rmation is available relating 
to trading by new businesses. (c) Provisional estimate (see paragraphs 2 to 5, 
page 1). (d) See paragraph 6, page 1. ' -

COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS 
CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2600 30 JANUARY 1210 

J. P. 0' NEILL 
ACTING COMMONWEALTH STATIBrICIAN 

NOTE. Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning 
4Q0211 exte~sion 293 or, in each State capital, by telephoning the office of 
tne B1,1reau of Census and Statistics. ' 
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