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To be treated as striotly CONFIDENTIAL and NOT to be published9 broadoast or cabled 
before 6 p.m. on Tuesday, 31st December g 19~ 

RErAIL SALE~1:=GO.QP.S : AUSTRALIA 

,!ONTH OF. NOV~!-~J.9J?3 (Provisional) 
A sample survey of retail establishments in Australia is conduoted by the 

Commonwealth Bureau of Census and StatistiC's eaoh quarter. Sample estimates derived 
from a full response to that Survey~ showing for eaoh State retail sales olassified by 
commodity groups, are published about three months after the end of eaoh quarter. 
These estimaj;es,,~re subjeot to revision at a later stage? when more preoise information 
is available relatlllg to trad::1ng by new businesses • 

.. ,,' " '~!" '\..., 

20 . ,:.,~-?reliB1ihari~~ua-EterlY figures 9 whi.ch are published in less detail about 
seven to'"Jeight;:'weeks;:"~ ter the end of each quarter9 are oompiled on the basis of a 
large tespon~g,' from /~¥ full quarterly sampleo The movement over the oorresponding 
quarte:r'. of th'e p:reg~!ng yea'!:' whioh ls shown by the preliminary quarterly estimates of 
total val:ue C?f~t~;'l sales in Australla (exoluding motor vehicles 9 parts, petrol, etc.) 
normally dtff~&-~y less than one per oent. from the oorresponding movement shown by 
the estimates oompiled from the full sample and published about three months after the 
end of the quarter. 

3. Provisional monthly est~ates? whioh are published about three to four 
weeks after the end of eaoh month~ relate only to the total value of retail sales in 
Australia (exoluding motor vehioles9 parts 9 petrol? eto.) and are based on monthly 
returns oollected from a sub=sample of the establishments inoluded in the quarterly 
sample. The sub=sample is designed to provide an estimate lying within a relatively 
small range above or below the true fig~es so as to give an early approximate 
indioation of trend. Undue signifioanoe should not be attached to very small move­
ments 9 or to the exaot magnitude of any movements 9 shown by provisional estimates. 
These estimates are subsequently adjusted in aooordanoe with quarterly estimates when 
the latter beoome available. 

4. The provi,sional estimate for November9 1963 is published in this Bulletin. 
Figures for earlier months are shown for p~rpcses of oomparison. 

5. Further information relating to the 'basis of statistios of retail sales 
of goods is oontained in Statistical Bulletin No. 310 of 3rd Ootober, 1963. 

VALUE OF RErAIL SALES OF GOO_DS ..l~CLUDING IDTOR VEHICLES PARTS" PEl'ROL El'C. 
MONTHLY ESTIMATES : AUSTRALIA a b 

(All figures are on a basis oomparable with the 19,1-62 Retail Census) 
(£ llLi.l1ion) 

Totai exoluding Motor Vehicles~ Parts, 
Month Petrol? etc.) 

(0) 
(c) 
(0) 
(d) 
(d) 

1963 
219.6 
204·5 
215·5 
220.3 
239·1 
216.9 
227·9 
231.8 
220.8 
239.6 
245·2 

(a) Exoludes Northern Territory and Australian Capital Territory. b Figures from 
July~ 1962 are subjeot to revision when more preoise information is available relating 
to trading by new businesseso (0) Prelimjnary estimate (see paragraph 2). (d) Provis­
ional estimate (see paragraph 3)0 
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~: Inquiries oonoerning these statistios may be made in Canberra by telephoning 
41971 Extension 63 9 or~ in eaoh State Capital, by telephoning the offioe of the 
Bureau of Census and Statistios. 




