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IL SALES OF GOODS: AUSTRALIA 

F SEPTENBER 1969 (PROVISIONAL) 

value of retail sales In Australia (excluding motor vehicles, parts, 
table overleaf. Figures for Sa.e earlier months are 

2. The provisional monthly estl .. te. of retal I sales are obtained fra. a sub-sample of establishments used 
to provld", quarterly estl .. tes of the val .. e of retail sales. The monthly sub-sample Is ca.paratlvely small sl.nce 
It Is d.slgned to provld. prompt estl .. t.s of the total value of r.tall sal.s (.xcludlng motcr vehicles, parts, 
p.trol, etc.) without placing an undue burden on .Ither the resources of the Bur.au or upon r.tall 
establl.hmenh. 

3. As the provisional monthly .stlmat.s ar. derlv.d frOM returns rec.lved fra. a sample of r.tall 
establlshm.nh th.y may differ sOliewhat f'ra. the r.sults whl~h would have b •• n obtaln.d ff"04ll a comparabl. oClllpI.t. 
oolleotlon. A measur. of the Ilk.ly dlffer.nce is given by the standard .rror of the .stl .. te. Th.r. are about 
2 chances In 3 that a .ample .stlmat. will dlff.r fra. r.sult. which would be obtained fra. a ca.parable complete 
collection by leas than 1 standard .rror and 19 chanc.s In 20 that the dlff.r.nce would be I •• s than 2 standard 
errors. If, for .xampl., a sample glv.s an estlmat. of 1500 million and the standard error of this e.tlmate 
I. 1 per o.nt, I ••• IS million, th.n th.re are 2 chanc.s In 3 that a comparabl. compl.te collection would glv. 
a flgur. within the rlnge of 1495 million to 1505 ml Ilion and 19 chances In 20 that the flgur. would be within 
the ra.,ge 1490 million to 1510 million. 

4. Th. standard error of the .stlmat.s of the total value of monthly retail aal •• (.xcluding motor 
v.hlcle., parta, petrol, .tc.) Is about 1.0 per c.nt. The standard .rror of the month_to .. onth movem.nt of the 
e.tlmatea of the valu. of retail sal.s Is gen.rally about 0.3 per cent of the curr.nt monthly .stl .. tl. For 
example, the mov.m.nt In the valu. of r.tall sal.s between the months of August 1969 and Sept.mber 1969 Is shown by 
the original .erles In the table ov.rl.af as a d.e~ase of 110.9 million. Th. standard .rror of thl. movem.nt. 
:Is about 0.3 p.r cent of the Sept.mber 1969 .stlmat., which Is approximately 12.0 million. Th.r.for., th.r. are 
2 chlnoes In 3 that the mov.ment In retail sll •• between Auguat 1969 and September 1969 Is betwe.n 18.9 ·mlillon 
.nd 112.9 million and 19 chanc.s In 20 that It is betw.en 16.9 million and 114.9 million. 

5. Th. monthly .stim.t •• may alao diff.r fra. those which would be obtained from a sample a. large a. that 
... ed to provld. quart.rly estl .. t.s. H.nce, the sum of the estimates for the thr •• months ca.prlalng a quarter 
may dlff.r from the .stlmate obtain.d for that quart.r from the full quart.rly aampl •• The standard .rror of 
thl. dlff.r.nce la approximately 0.8 p.r cent of the quarterly estimate. Th. monthly estlmat •• ar. sub •• qu.ntly 
adjuated In accordanc. with the pr.llmlnary and final quarterly .stimat.s as they become avallabl •• 

6. Seasonally adJust.d .tatlstlcs ar. al.o shown In the table ov.rleaf. In the aea.onal adju.tment account 
has b •• n tak.n of both normal a.a.onal factorl and "tradlng-day" .ffect. (arising fra. the vlrylng numbers of 
SundaYI, NondaYl, Tu •• day., .tc. In the month). Whll. the normal •• asonal factors .hould chang. only gradually 
from y.ar to y.ar, the trading-day adjustm.nt for any month wi II vary fra. y.ar to y.ar In accordance with the 
ca.blnatlon of daya which oecur In the month. No adjustment has been mad. for the .ff.cts of .ov ••• nt In the 
date of East.r.Dehlla of the methods·, us.d In .... on.lI·y adjusting th.se and oth.r •• rl.s ar. glv.n In "Sea.onally 
Adjust.d Indlcatora 1969" (R.f.No. 1.10) of 22 Nay 1969. It should b. noted that the s.asonal'y adjust.d figur •• 
r.fl.ct the sampling .rrors to which the original flgur.s ar. sUbj.ct. 

7. All flgur.a In this bull.tln are on a basi. comparable with the 1961-62 R.tall C.nsus. Furth.r 
Information r.latlng to the basis on. which the statistics of r.tal I sal.s of goods are compll.d Is contained 
In statlstloal bull.tln "R.tall Sal.s of GoodsM (R.f.No. 11.4) Jun. quart.r 1969 of 7 October 1969. 

Ref .110. 11.6 



2. 

TOTAL VALUE OF RETAIL SALES OF GOODS 

(EXCLUDING MOTOR V'BHICLES. PJu."1TS. PZTROL, ETC.) 

MONTHLY ESTIMATES : AUSTRALIA (a)(!U. 

(All figures are on a basis comparable with the 1961-62 Retail Census) 

($ million) 

• 

--------------~--------~------~------~------~-------, 
Month 1965-66 1966-67 1967-68 1968-69 1969-70 

Original 
J 

July 529.~ 542.1 575.6 617.2 (c) 663.9 
August 518.4 555.8 598.8 638.9 (c) h68.3 
September 528.4 563.7 605.9 597.7 (c) 657.4 
October 544.7 568.0 610.1 655.3 
November 566.2 602.0 652.1 687.2 I 
December 739.4 788.1 819.7 857.1 
January 509.7 546.8 590.6 643.2 
February 497.2 533.0 580.1 588.7 
March 537·1 577.2 600.6 638.3 

, 
April 541.4 561.5 599.8 636.3 
May 565.3 611.3 661.1 699.9 
June 537.4 579.5 588.3 635.4 

Total for year 6,615.0 7,029.0 7,482.7 7,895.2 
, 

Seasonally adjusted (d) 
J 

July 537.5 I 564.3 609.9 640.5 ~c) 684 • .t/ 
August 543.0 569.9 610.2 643.1 (~~. 6Cl~.O September 543.6 I, 572.5 618.3 632.7 682.0 ! 

October 544.2 577.0 619.8 647.4 
November 546.4 578.7 623.7 651.9 
December 547.7 584·3 622.1 661.0 
January 550.2 589.8 623.4 664.5 
February 556.2 596.3 623.4 658.5 
March 558.1 589.9 629.0 679.0 

J 
April 554.4 596.7 626.4 662.8 
May 566.1 599.1 634.5 673.0 
June 565.5 602.3 636.7 689.2 , 

(a) Excludes Northern Territory and Australian Capital Territory. (b) Figures from 
April 1968 are subject to revision when more"precise information is available relating 
to trading by new businesses. (c) Provisional estimate (~ paragraphs 2 to 5, page 1)'1 
(d) See paragraph 6, page 1. 

CONlJHOmVEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS 

CANEERRA, A.C.T. 2600 31 OCTOBER 1969 

K. id. ARCHER 
CO~~roNV~TH STATISTICIAN 

NOTE. Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning 
490 211 extension 293 or, in each State capital, by telephoning the office of 
the Bureau of Census and Statistics. 
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