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PREFACE.

The first Labour Report issued by this Bureau was published in 1912.
This Report is the thirty-first of the series and deals chiefly with 1940 and
previous years. Some of the tabulations, howover, include particulars
relating to 1941

The Report foliows the hnes of its immediate predecessors m scepe and
arrangement. The subject-matter has been divided into five Chapters,
covering information in regard to Retail Prices and Price Indexcs;
Wholesale Prices and Price Indexes; Wages; Employment and
Unemployment ({including Industrial Dlsputes} and Associstions (Labour
Organizations). The index at the end of the volume will considerably
facilitate reference.

For the purpose of tabulating the results of the investigations which
have been made in regard fo rates of wage, labour organizations,
unemployment, industrial disputes, &ec., the follo“mﬂr classification of
industries and occupations has been adopted i —

Clagsification of Industries and Occupations.

1. | Wood, Furniture, Sawmill, Timuber.|| VIIL ! Mining, Quarries, &e.
worke, &c. ]
IL. [ Enginecring, Metal Works, &e. IX. | Railway and Tramway Ser-
v1Ces.
II1. | Food, Drink, and Tobacco—>dlanu- X. | Other Land Trarsport.
facture and Distribution.
IV. | Clothing, Textiles, &ec. XI. | Shipping, Whaef Labour, &c.
V. | Books, Printing, Bookbinding, &e. XII. | Pastoral, Agricultural, Rural,
Horticultural, &e.
VI. | Other Manufacturing. XIIt. | Domestic, Hotels, &e.
VII. | Building. XIV. | Miscellaneous.

It is gratifying to record that secretaries of trade unioms and of
employers’ associations, offictals of Commonwealth and State Departments,
private employers, retail dealers, house agents, and others have readily
responded to the somewhat heavy demands made upon them.

Without the help so rendered, the investigations contained herein would
have been impossible, and an expression of thanks is tendered to all who
have thus assisted.

The valuable assistance rendered to the Bureau by the Statistical Offices
in the various States, especially in regard to the collection of retail prices,
is acknowledged, and thanks are expressed to the officers concerned.

Special acknowledgment is made to Mr. H. G. Downing, the officer in
charge of Labour Btatistics in this Burean, for the care and attention which
he has bestowed on the compilation of this Report and te the staff under his
control for their many spectal services.

Owing to the exigencies of war-time administration, some matter which
appeared 1n previous issucs has been omitted and publication of the Report
has heen delayed beyond the normal date. It is possible that conditions
may necessitate considerable abridgement of the Report for 1941, con-
sequently recipients of this issue should preserve it for reference.

8. R. CARVER,
Acting Commonseealth Statistzcran.

Commonwealth Buresw of Census and Statistics,
Canberra, 4.C.T., May, 1942
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Indasirial Disputes - Wotking Days Lost
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TBXPLANATION—The scale refers to working days lost in hundred thousanda, ‘Thus, taklnf
the yoar 191y, nod comparing the shaded and blank sections with the scalo, it will he ohserved tha
about 870000 working davs were lost In Manufacburing and Pallding, over 1,366,000 in Minlng, ¢ver
2,300,000 {n Transprrt, and ahout 150,000 in other industries.



WHOLESALE AND RETAIL PRICES, NOMINAL AND EFFECTIVE OR REAL W

AGE INDEX-NUMBERS.—AUSTRALILA, 19l 10 1941
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EXPLARATION.—The fndex-avmbers ju the ebove graph are for the Slx Capltal Clttes a5 & whole, with the exceptlon of those for Wholesals Prices which are for

Melbourne, They are all calculated o the common Lase 1911 = 1,000, the seals for which a
191z b0 1930 and therafter unomally in the case of the Wholesale Prices (Melbourne). The *C "

peata on the Jeft of the graph. They are ehown gu, from
rles Retafl Prices (focd, groceries, rent of 4 snd § rooms, clothing

and miseellanecns household expendlture} are shown guarierly from 1925, Nominal Wages are ahown gharferly from 1014, 8nd Rea) YWages guarierly from rozs.



