CoLLECcTION oF RETUERNS 0F Raram Priogs anp RENTs, 1

CHAPTER L.—RETAIL PRICES AND PRICE INDEXES.
§ 1.—Collection of Returns of Retail Prices and Rents.

One of the most important functions of the Labour Section of the Bureau
is bhehregula.r collection and tabulation of returns of retail prices and house
rentals.

The retail prices of an extensive range of articles and services in common
demsnd sre collected at frequent intervals from representative retail
establishments in the more important towns throughout Australia. The .
prices of a less extensive range of commnodities are also collected at annual
intervals from most towns of any significant size, the total number of towns
so covered reachbing approximately 2o00.

Definite standards of quality have bLeen established for each article in
order to ensure that, as far as care and effort can make it possible, prices for
articles of identical grade or quality will be recorded at all times and
for all places. These standards, which are incorporated in printed
* specifications **, are closely watched and revised from time to tirue to keep
them in harmony with changing trade practices and conditiona.

The actual collection of the data iz carried out, under the direct supervision
of the State Statisticians, by specially qualified officers of the Bureau, while
two supervising field officers are provided to assigt in the eo-ordination of
sctivities in the several States. The prices of foods are obtained, where
practicable, from about ten retailers in each of the capital cities, and from
about five retailers in the provincial towns. Tradespeople and agents are
carefully selected in order to ensure the supply of representative figures for
the whole of each town, and returns are carefully verified if there should
be any doubt as to the accuracy of the information supplied.

Returns of rents are made at the middle of each quarter by a representative
pumber of house-agents in each town, for brick and wooden bouaes
respectively, classified according to the number of rooms, These returns
show the rents of individua! houses, all of which are inspected by the Burean’s
field officers.

§2. Compilation of Indexes of Retail Prices and Rents.

1. General.—The methods adopted for the compilation of indexes of retail
prices and rents are briefly described in the following pages. For a wmore
detsiled explanation, and an analysis of the problems involved, the reader
should refer to the Appendix to Lebour Report No. g.
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2. The * Regimen .—The “ regimen ” from which the retail price
indexes are compiled conaists of a list of those commodities and services which
most commonly enter into the consumption of the average household, The
regimen is divided into the following distinct Groups and Sectione :—

droup. Sectlon.
{ A.—Groceries.
I. Food and Groceriea B.—Dairy Produce.
C.-—Meat.
I1. Housing .. .« D.—House Rent.

E.—Clothing—Man.
F.—Clothing—Woman.
HI. Clothing ‘e .. % G ~—Clothing—Boy (10} years).
: H. -Clothing—Cirl (7 years).
J.—Clothing-—Boy (3} years).

K.~~Household Drapery.
!L.—'Housebold Utensils.

M.—Fuel and Light.

N.—Qther Miscellaneous.

IV, Miscallaneouns

An index (the “ All Items ™ or ““ C " series) is compiled for the whole of
the foregoing Groups, but for many purposes indexes are required for each
(Group or Section separalely. Tor this reason the following indexes are
regularly compiled at the intervals shown, and published in this Report
and other publications issued by the Bureau :—

Group. ! Content. Frequency.
1. Food and Groceries, . .. .. .. | Monthly
I1I. Housing (4 and 5 reoms) .. .. .. | Quarterly
1. and IL. Food, Grocenea and Houamg {4 and 5 rooms}
(*“B ™ Series) .. Quarterly
111, - Clothing .. .. . . .+ 1 Quarterly
IV. . | Miscellaneous Household Reguirements .. | Quarterly
L IL,III. and IV.| Food, Groceries, Housing {4 and 5 rooms),
: Clothing and Miscellancous {“ C ™' serics) .. | Quarterly
I. Food and Groceriea {200 Towns' sgeries) .. | Vearly

For convenience of reference several of the indexes mentioned above
have been given the * series” designation shown against them, These
indexes are dealt with in turn in the following pages.

The articles and services included in the various regimens now used for
the purposea of the indexes referred to are shown in the following table :—
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Retail Price Indexes—Regimen.
GROUP L—F00OL AND GROCERIES,
! Cost of
Items in
Moss Unlt | pereentage of
No. Ttem. Unit. (pe?”mpil:n}. apr;;reant.e coat—
Melt:ourne,
Dee. Quarter,
1040,
()
SECTION A.—GROCERIES,
1 | Bread, white flour {cash dehvered} 2-1b. loaf .. 100 3.54)
2 | Flour, ordinary . 2 b, . 25 0.67
3 Flnur, seli- mlsmg z-1b. pkt... 1z 0.61
4 | Tea . 1-lb; pkt.. . 8 1.60
5 | Sugar, white grnnulated 1A 1lb. - 100 2.53
6 | Rice, polished {Australian) t lb. 8 0.18
7 | Sago, seed tapicca i lb. .. I 0.03
8 | Jam, plum 14-lb. tin. . 8 ©.48
9 | Golden 8yrup .. 2-lb tin .. H 0,05
to | Oata, flakeod, looss 1 Ihb. .. g 0.15
11 | Raising, seeded .. o 1-lb. pké... 5 0.34 r13-84
1z | Currants, loose, z.Crown .. 11b/ 2 0.12
13 Apricots, dried, loose, z-Crown 1 lb. 1 o.II
14 | Peaches, canned 30-0%. tin 3 ©.20
15 | Pears, canned 30-02. %in 1 0.07
16 | Salmon, in ting . 1-1b. tin .. 3 .31
17 | Potatoes, new and old 7 Ib, 18 1.80
13 Onions, brown .. 1 b, 14 0.19
19 | Soap . . . 1 lb. 16 o.72
20 Kerosene, Iighting, bulk .. .. | nuart 4 .14
Spcrion B.—Datey ProoUce.
21 | Butter, factory * choiceat ™ 1 lb, 30 3.73
22 | Cheese, ordinary, mild .. 1 lb. 4 0.34
23 | Bges, stendard, new loid r doz. 6 0.62
24 | Bacon, ra.shers, best middle 1 lb. 1z 1.57 7 9.7
z5 | Milk, condensed, sweetened 1 tin 5 9.30
26 | Milk, freah—in sealed bottles or not
bottled .. . quart 72 3.15
BeeTion C.—Mm'r.
Beef (fresh}— 3
27 Birloin (Roast) 1 b, e 13 I.33
28 Prime Rib (Roast) 1n¢1ud1ng hone 1lb. . 22 .32
29 Steak—Rump ilb, . I 1.22
30 Steak—Chuck (stewmg) 1lb. . 20 1,02
31 Sausagen . i lb. . 7 0.28
Beef (corned)—
3z Silverside . 1 lb. 14 o.8
33 Brisket, rolled 1 lb, 15 .74
Mutton {fresh)— I11.47
4 Leg .- . 1 Ib. 20 1.00 f
35 Forequarter .. 1 tb. is 0.45
36 Loin. . f.. 1lb. 4 0.14
37 Cheps—Lein ., t lb. - 30 1.68
38 Chops—Leg 11, . 10 ©.50
Pork (fresh)—
39 Leg .. - 1 b, 3 .24
40 . loin.. .. . 1k, 3 0.25
41 Chops . .. b, 3 0.27
GROUP I1—HOUSING.—Secrion D.—RruT,
42 | Houso Accommodation(b) week 52(¢) 22.73 I}22.73

(2} * ¢ Beries conbinned on page 7.

{#) Four and Ave roomed honses,

(&) Per honsehold
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Retail Price Indexes—Regimen——continued.
GROUP IIL—CLOTHING.*

%aﬁ Munss

n Uit

No. Item. {per No. Ttem, (per
capita). capita).

BECTION E.—CLOTHIRO—MaN.
) AxcTIoN O.—CLOTHING—BoY (10} YRARE)—contd.

1 | Rult, teady-made, Worsted (Aua- .67

trallon)
2 Tr?m;:.ﬂ;g}'klng, Cotton Tweed 2.00 [| 46 Oweruﬁmt.s teady-mnde, Tweed {Aus- 0.33
tralian
L Oii:??:girendv-msde-lf“ed(ﬁ“’- 0.33 47 | Cap, Skall, €loth | x50
4 | Nat, ¥y Felt (Australlan) . t.oo || # Shirt, dports . . i .
s | Bhirt, Frahlon, with two collars .. 5.67 || 4% ¥ : §.00
: Shirt, worklng,—Drill o - e 50 Slnfelzz, ‘:\ ool and Cotton (nhort 1,00
3 | stogel, Wool ‘S0d Gotton (sboit | 3100 31 | Dglet, Cotton (athletic) ol B
plecy r o -
9 | Singlet, Cotton (athlesic) 1.0 || 33 %“”;’ﬂlﬂﬁﬂ'\ﬁﬁéﬁ:{t&m 1
10 | Underpants, Wool and Colton {hlll 1.00 ) * i " "t -5
longth) . 54 | Puilover, At Wool .50
" UndeE ants, Cotton * Shorts™ I.00 g? Shoes {for beat wenrd, I 0% Yesrllng 3.00
(plain) . . o .
12 So:, .All Wool {fancy) .. .00
13 | ox, Weol and Cotton {faney) 4.00
7] Braces . 1.33
15 | Handkerchlet, Cotton .. . 5,00
16 | Pyjames, mn\%mim .. . 1.50 3pCTION H.—CLOTHINA-—GIRL (7 YRARS).
17 | Pullover, 00l o 1,00
18 | Shaes {for best wenr), Box Ca!l' ,e o.%0
19 | Boots, working, Box Hlide - 1.50
18 | Tunie, Wool .. .. N 1.00
0 + .. . ..
60 | Dresa, CoI.Lon .- . 3.00
BEOTION F..-CLOTHING—WOMAN. 61 | Top Gont, Tweed (Amt,rnllan) . 0.3
f 6z | Hat, Wool Felt {Auatralian) . 1.00
63 l!at, Straw .. .. .. 1.00
20 | Costume, ready-made, Tweed {Aus- 0,50 64 N .. . e .
tralinn} 65 | Petticoat, Art Sllk .. o 1.00
st | Skiet, ready-made, Tweed (Aus- .23 66 | Binglet, Sllk and Wool .. .. 0.58
teallsa) &7 | Binglet, Art Silk 0.50
22 .. . . . e &8 | THoomers, Colton and Mt Sllk
23 | Bat, Fur Felt (Austrsllan) . ©0.75 fleecy-liped . . .. .00
34 | Hat, Straw . 1.50 {| %9 | Dloomera, Art Sllk .. e | 3,00
2% Frock, ready-made, Cotton e 1.50 70 Stuckinzs, Cashinere .. o 4.00
26 g{-ﬂ:}i ren%y-n&nd:i rg:d Bllk . 1.50 || 7x Py]nmae. J\‘Vltnaet;ftte N . 0.33
24 ere, Cotlon . .50 72 | Prjamae, Ar ‘. . a9,
28 | Undepvest, Wool and ATt 3Rk .. :go #3 | Pullpver, Al Wool . o,ig
79 | Undervess, Ari 8llk .. ] 1,50 || 74 Shgesth(lor best wear), Patent | 0.6
10 .. e .. . . ather
31 g:?omeméli\rt S“ksi - . 4.50 75 { Shoes (school), Box Yearling e 1.50
LH neess Art Silk .. ‘e 1.00
13 | Btockings. Sk .. 6.00
334| Stockinga, Twin =111 S .. .00
s4 | Btockingm, L . 1.00
sg ggg‘\:::, E:m:: . .. s‘;g BrCTION J.—CLOTHING—DBOY {3} TRARS).
3 ' . ‘e o,
| N htdrees?Art. Sk . .. 1.%0
38 | P¥ anlma a&’ineeyette e ‘e 1,50
, ATt Bllk .. . -
39 | R atron”, r S, 83 || 76 | Blouse Goar . 3.00
<1 | Cardigan, All Wool . ous0 || 77 P“‘D‘Bﬁ fgﬂdb""'“de’ Tweed (Ao [ 3.00
42 | Shoes (for best weat), Ginee Kid .. [ 1.30 roisn
+3 | Shoes {for ordluary wear), Box Oall | 1.30 |} 73 O‘L‘;'_;‘if'::i ready-made, Tweed (Aus- | 0.33
79 | Hat, Cloth . .. 1.3
go gll ng]lct. é\ 1:?1 m;ducloti‘wn . 1.00
o I ngle otton (othietle) .. 1.00
BEOTION 0. —CLOTRING—BOT (10} YRARSL. | ) | g0 At Silk and Lusle .. N
gg 11:13: imms, \\]‘]ln\.{eyelt.to .. ‘e z.00
4 lover, All Woo . s 0.50
44 Su:t. teady-mande, Tweed (Aus- 1.00 || 85 | 8hoes {for Dest wear), Patent 1,06
rallan; ther
4% | Pants, ready-made, Tweed {Aus- 3.00 || 86 | Shoes (for ordlnary wear), Tan 2.00
tralian) - Yearllng

* The total cost of each acetlion la muitiplled by » section ** weight ** representing the proportion of
the populatlon covercd by the section,
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Retail Price Indexes—Regimen—conivnued.
GROUP IV, —MISCELLANEQUS.

Maay Unlé Mass Unit
Ko, Ttem. (per Mo Item. {per
|household). honashold)
SxcTioR L.—Ho D Uranzile £
3ecTION K.—HOUAEROLD DRAFERY.
26 | Kulte, Table (stninleu] o.10
17 | Spoon,Tea . a.cd
1 | Blankess, DB, {poit) .07 28 | Spoon, Dessert o.08
2 | Blankets, 5. B, (palr). . ©.14 29 | Fork, Table o.10
3 | Quilt, 1.B. Moarcelln .. .24 30 Glohe. Electric nght. {gn-ﬂlled} 3,00
4 s .. .. .. 31 | Iron, Electrlc (full size) o.10
s | Sheets, DLB. {pale} .. a.50
6 | Sheets, 3.1, (palr) .. 1.00
7 | Eillow 3lip, Cotton o 5,00 BecrioN M.—FURL AND Liamy.
8 | Towel . 1.00
9 Tabl;. Clo;.h . .. 6,30
30 | Tea Towel (yard) .. - 49 M 52 | Firewood (blocks) {ewt.) {a} .. ©
33 | Gas, cooking (units) (a) N 1,518
34 | Electric lightiog (unitai ‘e 130
35 | Electric power (unlia) {a} .r a0
SECTION L.~~HoveRE0oLD UTENSILS,
Amount
Ho. Ttem. “:;:“
131 | Cup and Saucer (Stone Chinsa). . 1,00 Ihousehold)
12 | Plate, Dinner (3tone China) 2,00
13 Jug. Quart (Earthenwere) .. 1.00
) e ot, Brownwnre (2-pint) . 0.25 SECTION N.~~OTRER MISCBLLANROUS,
15 | Basin, Puddjng(Ennme , 6F-] Inch I on
16 'l‘umh!er (8-0z.) T.00
17 | Kettie, Enamel (S-plnt) .- ©.40 d.
18 s B ) (5 int) .. “ a6 }J:‘;on {))uea . .. o)
19 uuoepan, name 3-9 oty .. .40 37 ge Dues .. .
30 | Ducket, Galvanized {xz-inch) .. .20 38 | Medicine .. .. ‘e } B
21 Dlpper. Galvagized (z-quart) . 0.10 39 | Newspapers . . (b}
22 | Droom, Millet o.%a 40 | Itecreatlon .. .. s 24
13 l'lroom, Halr, comp!ete {12- 1nch) ©.33 41 | Smoking .. .. .. {b}
24 | Brush, Sarubbing {(1o-lnch) .. 1.50 42 | FaTes ‘e .. .. it
15 | Mop, ‘Poliahlns. completa a,20 41 | School requialten .. . It

(o) Standard mass-units, In gartain provincial towns whers gns and/or electriziby are not weed the
mas-units differ from the standard.

(b) A definlte basio amount per wesk is _provided for each of thess lems, and vatied in accordance
with B 20 of the C of § 1936.

3. The Mass Units.—The “ mass units ” or * multipliers ' represent
the estimated annual consumption per-head or per household as the case may
be in Australia of the units of guantity shown. Thus the per capits
consumption of bread in Australia is cstimated to be 100 2-lb. loaves and
of sugar 160 Ib, and the consumption of towels per household is estimated
to be three. In the case of Food and Groceries (Group L} the *“ mass units
adopted are, approximately, the annual average consumption per head for
household purposes of the various articles durmg the years 1927 to Ig29.
In the case of Housing (Group II.), the * mass unit ” is the multipher applied
to the weekly rental to raise it to an annual basis. In the case of Sections
E to J, the * mass units ” represent the estimated annual conswmption per
head of the articles mentioned. In the case of Sections K to M, the “ mass
units >’ represent the estimated consumption per household ; while in Section
N are shown the actual amounts provided to cover the estimated cost of the
services included for an average household.

It will be noted that the ‘“ mass unitz ” are ajl shown on the basis of
consumption per head or per household. In the tabulation for index-pumber
purposes, the figures are weighted on a “total popnlation” basis, bw
multiplying the aggregate cost of each Group or Section by the relative
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uumbers of the population properly applicable to it. Thus Group I. (Food
and Groceries) is multiplied by the whole popuiation ; Group IL {(Housing) by
the total number of households ; Bections B to J (Clothing) by the proportions
of the population applicable to each ; and Sections K to N (Miscellancous) by
the total number of households.

The five sections into which the clothing group is divided are somewbat
arbitrary, but they are those adepted by the Royal Commission on the
Basic Wage {see § 7, p. 24). The sections for men and women are now
regarded as heing applicable to persons aged seventeen years and upwards.
The section for a boy aged ten and a half years is taken as representative
of both sexes from ten to sixteen years; the section for a girl aged seven as
representative of both sexes from five to nine years; and the section for the
boy aged three and a half years is taken as representative of children aged
four years and under.

Tn estimating the annual average comsumption per head of food and
groceries for household purposes, small adiustments in the crude average
conpumption were made 1in two ways. Consumption by factories, when the
product did not go into household use in Australia, was deducted. On the
other hand, the weights given to some foods, such as dried apricots and
canned peaches, cover also the consumption of other similar foods, Toods
of some importance, such as fresh fish, and {ruit and vegetables other than
potatoes and onions, are not included in the regimen, owing te the fact that
comparable prices for a standard grade for these iteins cannot be obtained ;
a further difficulty arises from the seasonal character of their production
and consumption. The inclusion of such items, therefore, would impair
the accuracy and stability of the index, and even if accurate information
could be obtained, the index would probab]y not be materially affected by
their inclusion. In the original regimen certain omissions were made partly
on account of the difficulty of sceuring comparable prices. Some of the
joints of meat, for example, are not only insufficiently standardiged,
but anomalies in price are not uncomnion. In making these omissions,
however, the appropriate total weight for meat is dtstrlbut.ed amongst the
more standardized joints.

The estimated annual consumption per head of articles of clothing and
miscellaneons household requirements is based largcly on the results of the
Royal Comnission on the Basic Wage, which reported in 1920 and 1921,
After exhsustive inquiries the Commission established what it considered
a desirable “ regimen ” for an average working family of five persons, and
set out the constituent items in its “ Indicator List . This list, so far as
it related to the articles in yuestion, was followed substantially in the original
compilation of the “ All Ttems ™ index, but, as old articles were deleted and
new ones substituted, appropriate modifications were introduced. In these
revisions the prineiple has been followed of redistributing the mass-units
in the manner most conformable to the original findings of the Comuission,

The mass-units used for fuel and light are also lLased, indirectly, on the
indings of the Commission. Until the September quarter of 1936 flat
amounis were used for the miscellaneous items of Section N, their chief
function—apart from a slight stabilizing influence on the index-numbers—
being to vary in accordance with the Commission’s findings the relative
beights of the index-numbers for the several States. Since the date
mentioned, provision haa been made to vary the amounts set down for three
of these items periodicaily, in accordance with ascertained changes:
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4. Relative Importance of the Items and Groups.—The relative
importance in the grand aggregate of any item of the regimen will, of eourse,
change slightly with the variation of prices. The relative importance of all
the groups and sections in the * All Ttems™ (** C” series) index can be
roughly gauged from the figures for Melbourne for the December quarter,
1940, a3 shown tu the following table, while in the Jast column of the regimen
for Group I. (Food and Groceries) on page 3, the relative importance of
each item in this group is shown :—

Group. Bectlon. k ;"m! Entagws u%;i‘;td

A Groceries . . . 13.84

L. Frod and Groceries B Dhairy Produce .- .- 9.91 »35.02
C Meat . N, 11.47

1. Housing D House 'Rent {4 and 5 fO0ImMa) o | 22z.93 22.93
L Man .. .. . .. 8.98
T Woman . i .. 10.42

[1I. Clothing G Boy, 103 years . . 1.81 p23.12
H Girl, 7 yeara .. .. . I.z0
J Boy, 3% vears . .. o710
4’ K Household Drapery .. .. 1.71
: 1. Household Utensile .. .. 9.55

IV. Miscellineous M Fuel and Light o | qsB o3
LN Other Mlscel]aneous .. . ¥1.99
100,00

5. Base Peviods of the Indexes.—The base period originally adopted
by the Bureau for its retail price indexes was the year 1911. When the
collection of the prices of clothing and miscellaneous iteme was undertaken
for the purposes of the * All Itews ™ (* C ” series} index, the month of
November, 1914, was adopted as the base period for this series. The
desirability of computing retail price indexes to a post-war base was considered
by a Conference of Statisticians in 1929, and it was resolved that from 1st
January, 1q3o0, the five years 1g23-27 should be adopted as the base period.
Commencing with Labour Report No. 21 for 1930, therefore, the retail
price indexes have been published on this base. The apgregate to which
all index-nwmbers are related is the weighted aggregate cast of the regimen
in the Six Capital Cities during the period taken as biase.

Index-numbers on the earlier bases mentioned will be found in previous
issues of the Labour Report, as follows :—

(i) 1011 Base—Food and groceries; rent of all houses; and food,
groceries and rent of all houses { ** A * series)—Labour Reports Nes. 1 to 15.*
Food and groceries; rent of 4 and 5-roomed bouses; and feod, groceries
and rent of 4 and §-roomed houses { *“ B * series}—Iabour Reports Nos. 16
to 20,

(ii) 1914 Base. —Food and groceries; rent of all houses; clothing;
miscellapeous; all items of household expenditure (subsequent.ly
retrospectively revised to include rents of 4 and s5-roomed houses only)—
Labour Reports Nos. 12 to 16. Food and groceries ; rent of 4 and 5-roomed
houses ; eclothing; miscellaneous; all items of housebold expenditure
(" C” series}—Labour Reports Nes. 17 to 20.

* These mdex-nunbers appear 1o the Appeml to ¢ach Labonr Report from Nos. 16 to 28 and alse
in the Quasterly Summaries of Australian Stalistics up to No. 1535, June, 1438,
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The conversion of these index-numbers from one base to another may be
readily effected by multiplying the index-namber to be converted by the
appropriate factor shown in the following table :—

1911 b0 + | 1914 {8} | ¢ 1911 t0 1925-27 1914 (a8} 1913=27
Group. 1914 {ak to 1971, 1623-17. 01911, | to 1923-17.to 1914(a).

Food and Groceries .. | 0.87230 | 1,14639 | 0.55020 | 1.78800 | 0.64116 | 1.55970
Rent{4and 5 Rooms} .. | 0.04279 | 1.000068 [ 0.61161 | 1.63500 | 0.64872 | 1.54150
Food, Grocerics and

Rent {“B” Senes} o.8g9750 | 1.11420 | 0.57785 | 1.73060 | ©0.64384 | 2.55320

Clothing . .. . .. . 0.75412 | 1.32610

Miscellaneous .. . . . o,.74801 | 1.33530

All Ttema (*C* Senes) e . .. e 0.68715 | 1.45530
(s} November.

The results obtained by the method above will, of course, be only
approximate, but the error will not be greater than one point in the unit

figure.

6. The Methods of Tabulation.—The prices (converted to pence) received
from each retailer for each item of the regimen are added together and divided
by the number of individual prices. These averages are then multiplied
by their respective *‘mass wnits ”, The sum of these products for each
section or group of the regimen is then multiplied by the population factor
applicable to such eection or gronp. The aggregate so produced for any
section, group or combination thereof for the period taken as the base of the
indexes ia regarded as equal to 1,000. The index-number for any other
period is then caleulated by applying to I,000 the ratio which the agpregate
for such period bears to the base aggregate, The various base periods
adopted for retail price indexes from time to time are set out in paragraph 5
of this section,

7. Relative Population Weights for Towns,—Weighted averages for any
comwbination of towns or States may be calculated spproximately by
multiplying the index-numbers* of the towns or States to be included by
their population weights, and dividing the sum of the products by the sum
of the multipliers. The population weights used in the computationa of
these weighted averages for 1934 and succeeding years are as follows :—

Relative Population Weights Used for Different Towna,

New South I Weatern
Wales. Vietoria, Queensland. |South Austealls. Australls. Tasmanls.

. ey ey e - A
Town. 5 Town. g Town. = Town. ’g Tawn, 1] Town. |§
K = k) ] % K
E E B = E B
Sydney .. jr23s5|Melbourne 992|Briabane ool Adelalde sty]Perth, ete. | 208|Hobart 6o
HNeweagtle 1o05] Ballarat .. 38| T*weomhba 26|Kadina.etc.{ 11]Enlg'lie,atec|] 1r]Launceston| s
Rroken FIfll | z7]Bendige .. 19| Rockham™n 9] Pt. Plris 12| Northam s|Burnle .. 4
Goalburn 1siGeelong .. 39[tTownaville | 26|Mi. Gamb'r siBunbury s|Devonport | 3
Bathurat 10 W'nambeool gitBundaberg | 1i|Peterbor'gh 1| Geraidton 5|Quesnst’wn| 4
Total .. |r3sa] Total .. [rro7] tTotal .. | 392| Total.. | 44| Total.. | 240] Total.. [106

+ Townavitle and Bundaberg.were aubatituted for Charters Towers (¥) and Warwick (7) 1n the " five
towns ** tabulation in the March Quarter of 1537,

* The officinl index. bers ate calculated by ting on the * aggregates ™ of the towns concerned,
a progedure which may produce eightly dlﬁerent reawita irom the above.
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The weights used are based on the 1933 Census results, and represent
to the nearest I,000 the actual population at that date,

The new weights given above produce resnlts which differ only wvery
slightly from those obtained from the weights previously in use. The latter
were based upon the 1921 Census results, and were last published in Labour
Report, No. 23.

8. Basis of Retail Price Index-Numbers.—The foregoing description
indicates that these index-numbers are based on a fixed list of items {regimen)
of specified grades. This regimen is subject to minor modifications from
time to time to maintain the items as far as possible in harmony with
current fashion or usage. The * consumption weights ” are kept constant
over the comparatively long periods which have elapsed hetween revisions,
The weights for food and groceries were originally based on the experience
of the years 1gob to 1910, but were revised in 1932, on the basis of per capila
consumption in the years 1927 to 1g929. In the “B?” series (food,
grocerics and rent of 4 and 5 roomed hounses) and the “ C* series (food
and groceries, rent of 4 and 5 roomed houscs ; elothing and miscellaneous
household requirements) indexes, changing distribution of peopulation and
houscholds enter into consideration, and the weights were originally hased
on the 1911 Census, but were revised in 1936, on the basis of the 1933 Census.
Excepting for these modifications, therefore, the index-nurabers represent
the proportionate change in cost from time to time of a constant regimen,
They arc primarily constructed to measure fluctuations in retail prices of
commodities and services which commonly enter inte what is colloquially
referred to as  cost of living . The regimen does not embrace all iteros
which enter into cost of living, but includes representative items whose
grade and price can be ascertained with due precision in the various cities
and towns of Anstralia month by month and quarter by guarter. While
the “ 0" sevies retail price index-numbers are used by Industrial Tribunals
for purposes of assessing the amount of quarterly variation in basic wage
rates, the amount of the wage itself is determined by the Court without
any regard whatsoever to the retail price regimen or its cost.

§ 3. The Food, Groceries and Rent (“B* Series) Index of
Retail Prices.

1. General,—This index measures the prices of food and groceries and the
rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses. It was first compiled in vespect of the year
1925, and index-numbers were retrospectively computed for the several
earlier years shown below. It was designed to replace the *“ A ” series index
(food, groceries and rent of all houses), which was the original index first
compiled by this Bureau in 1g912. Owing, however, to the continued use
of the latter index by Industrial Tribunals for the purpose of adjusting
wages to variations in retail prices, the ¢ B * series index never replaced the
“ A" series* in this connexion.

2. Retail Price Index-Numbers: Capital Cities, 1907 to 1940.—Index
numbers computed separately for each section of the regimen, and the
weighted average for all sections together, for the capital city of each
State are shown in the next table,

Retail Prico Index-Numbers : Capital Cities. (*“B " Series.}

The Index-numbers given ln the separate sectioma of the table cannot be compared with each other in
order to show the relative cost of housing and food nod groceries, since each section or combination hna
its own base, viz., the weighted average cogt fot the six capital cities taken together dunng the five.yearly
potiod 19231927 for thet section of combination.

* The compilation of this index was discontinued ofter June quarter, 1938,
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EBetail Price Index-Numbers : Capital Cities—"'B ** Series—continued.
{(Base of each Section. Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-29 = 1,000.)

TOWN. [ 1907, 1 1911, l 1G04, | 152L | 1936 l 1937, | 1938, l 1930. | 1940,
SECTION A.-~(ZROCERIEB.
1}
Sydney 510 374 G27 | r,11% LLTY azz fLY 094 068
Melboyrne . FLi 421 xbz | 1,070 83y 819 835 57 037
Erisbane [ 547 6rg 607 [ 1,505 863 860 81 944 042
Adelaide - 510 541 598 | 1,076 814 838 8ar 939 913
Perth s 572 710 628 | 1,103 864 906 g7 966 0940
Hobart ‘e .. 501 568 6oy | 1,087 40 a7t arn 047 030
Welghted Average (a) 499 564 S99 | 1,003 846 as7 864 afig 945
SBCTION B.—DAIRY PRODOUCE.
3ydney .. s L134 574 656 | 1,080 701 a1y 5o 851 &g
elbourne .. . 571 cay 635 | 1,087 773 813 861 485 £
Brighane .. .. 495 581 558 gsg 700 768 291 793 Boo
Adelaide . 548 651 05 | 1,01 ¥28 EE 8oz oo HBog
Petth .. . 700 733 735 | 1057 816 830 64 7o 823
Hobart .. . by 58y 695 | 1,091 Foz »68 8oz Bay 855
Weighted Aversge () .. £y 531 634 | 1,072 r7z So7 841 853 857
SeCTION C.—MEAT.
S¥ydney .- e L3 {] 01 668 oo 881 906 1 935 | 1,008
Melbourne .- .. 557 “48x 663 [ 1,0%0 Bog 852 &o 908 | 1,028
RBripbane .. .. 5315 488 610 Bor 264 T 34 822 8
Adelaide . . 553 54t 784 | 1005 [ B30 851 950 929 972
Perth . .. 80 824 8Br 1,10% 867 88y Gg26 958 | 1,026
Hobart .. s [ &38 #80 | 1,244 gz8 gby 95> gb1 | I,04%
Weighted Averags {fa) .. 558 522 6ot | 1010 842 827 948 936 | 1002
SRCPIOKE A, B AND C COMBINED. —Fa0D AND GROCKRIAS.
Sydney .. 523 553 646 | 1,062 348 a6s o0y 0ab as2
Melbourns .. 517 523 610 | 1,063 8on 836 Sﬁg a42 gﬁl
Brishane .. $30 565 fo3 | 1034 791 823 a3 864 g
Adelnide .. 531 570 679 | 1.066 796 §26 261 897 [T
Perth . .. 670 253 728 | 1116 853 881 a%: 938 949
Hobart .. .. L1313 592 678 [ 1,131 B2y 8ra 2 023 944
Welghted Average (¢} 5313 £50 G40t 1,064 25 851 836 927 a3
SecTion D.—HoUeING {4 A¥D 5 Rooxe).
Sydney . . 503 sor 760 o8p 430 565 | 1,004 035 | 1,042
Melbourme . . 455 569 618 20 882 9499 935 055 0]
Drishane .. ‘e 283 ar3 466 630 766 Az 841 854 57
Adclaide - - 510 yob 635 Bon o5 B3z B4R REB fo2
Perth .. 458 524 580 239 B4q 861 B3z 88t 82
Hobart . 405 452 518 8ar go8 it gr3 925 933
Weighted Average (a} .. 497 612 £62 862 arg 013 a4z Q6% 073
ALL BECTIONS COMEINED ——F00D, GRGCRRIES, AXD HoDama,
Ardney .. .. 148 .13 687 | 1,036 878 L 041 97z 985
elbourne .. .. 495 439 616 977 §3% 52 Q0T 94% 53
Briabane .. 442 500 554 822 781 B2y 818 d58 75
Adelalde .- 424 618 671 a7s 706 826 A6z 8g1 895
Perth .. 594 Lrd brg 98z 849 871 aaz arLa 921
Haobart .. £1.2.) 542 &2t 1,044 as6 8rg g1 22 a38
Weighted Average {a) .. 520 578 648 991 LY 852 gob 919 950

vearly, quarterly and monthly intervals.

(s} For 8ix Capital Cities

3. Retail Price Index-Numbers : Thirty Towns, 1936 to 1941.—The
following tables give index-numnbers representing the varistions in the prices
of food and groceries (41 commodities) in 30 of the more Important towns at

In addition, index-numbers

are given showing for the years specified the quarierly and yearly variations
in bouse rents (4 and 5-rooms) and in the combined prices of food, groceries

and housing.



Retail Price Index-Numbers (* B ** Seriea).
{Base of each Section {a) : Weighted average of Siz Capital Cities, 1923.27 = 1,000.)

00D, (FROCERIES AND RExT (* B " Serres) Inpex oF Reran, Prices.

I

NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA.
Perlod. <1 & . g .
. = = c - - E s & g - .
AEEAEIRE B R AE AR iE
s | E| 2|33 834} 3 | 2| 3| 2|53 '8z
& Z £ 3 S kEixl = ] 5 o |52 Bay
Foor ARD GROCERIES,
1936 s 848 B60 45 841 838 Bsr Bog 839 Bay Bod 823 810
1937 . 868 BRo | 1,001 Boy 855 &2 836 857 Bsr 834 834 Byr
1938 . mow mmu room 931 | 8o | g0 88, 88z | B3y | B w 891 [
1939 . 5 | 1o a0t 40 942 D42 030 930 4 955 941
1940 . mmw 85 | 1.069 | 1,00; 51 | 958 ouq 935 | 949 39| 9855 | 946
940 Mar Qir. | 933 | 961 (1082 [ o78 | g28 owm gz | 18 | orp | 013 o33 | 922
June ,, 957 | 983 (1074 1,013 | 960 | gbz | 0se| 94 956 | 946 | o002 | o34
Sept, 945 | 980 [1061 |rooz | 950 | 9501 949 93 958 | 944 060 | 940
Lee. |, 974 { 5,015 | 1,080 | 019 066 oo abL 941 g63 948 o6y 060
1941 Mar, Qtr{ o8z (to14 |1,0%2 | f,006 | p67 ] 488 040 036 | 053 G40 051 048
June ,, 949 | 993 |33 [to07 | bsa | os7] 03B | ozal a4z | 018 arl 937
91C.
Jonuary .. | g25| 933 |1,046 | 973 | ot9| 930 ] gon | orr| goy | oori gzd | yoo
February .. 931 abo | 1,050 oy 921 b 932 920 916 026 | §32 gzt
March e 942 972 1 1,057 985 a3y D47 935 923 933 939 938 234
April . Q68 486 | 1,074 | 1,004 g9b2 972 037 9319 953 941 053 047
y | osz| 086 1073|5010 | 950 o8| o058 | 9ib | o957 | 948 oy | 957
June v | o5t | o83 |1.074 |s0rs | 95 os7 | 950 94| 858 | 9481 ajo| 958
July .. 42 973 | 1,076 {1,002 D52 948 040 934 956 D44 258 49
Aupust .. o4 | O%s [T097 |1,000 | 930 | a6 ] 944 033 | o5 | 940 | 6356 | 944
September .. | 950 | 993 [1,000 [L004 | 98¢ | 036G ) 054 | 930 | g61| Dab | 066 | 95
October .. 0BG j 1,012 | 1,004 | Lo13 959 974 L¥ 934 939 G4 966 g4
November .. ay3 [ 1,014 | 1,107 | 1,020 | g63 979 963 94 064 950 obz 1t
December .. | 9Bz [L,019 15095 |0z4 | 577 | 987 ] obs | gs0| 0671 950 96i | yé3
1041,
January .. | 1,008 |2,025 | 1,160 12,028 | 08B0 (1,000 ] 96p | 5B 9681 o936 963 | off
Fehruary .. | 973 (1,013 {1,251 ez | 62 | wra] 943 928 9so| 936} 948 043
March oo | 968 [1004 | 1,145 (1,008 | 958 | oys]| o035 o923 ) o4z | 9284 0938 | o35
April .. 963 opa | 1,147 | 1,011 $61 970 0ab 033 946 | 927 943 944
May .. 948 | 093 | 1,138 j1,008 ] 955 9056 ] 9036 | 924 ] G4z | 919 | 943 | 935
June .. 936 | o83 |21 |roo2 | 936 | og4s | o932 | 920 o041 | g9oB | g3 | e3r
HoUsHa—{4 ARD 5 Ro0MS).
1936 e se] 857 o653 | Bro| B1g] 9B | 8821 0§83 vozq{ 861 | 8356 | 86y
1037 . wam B30 LT 373 816 0947 900 G991 720 8316 B39 Bod
1933 o b 1,004 wm.o 230 Muw Muu 988 oww ] wmu wow wwm nwm m:m
330 [ EX-ET o it 43 (ro15)] ¢ 4 3
940 o |tma2] 800 | TR 87| 845{1,023] 9694 027 735] ube 33 WWQ
1040 Mar. Qtr, Y 1,091 ] Bop | 776 B70 | B45 |vwozz] o6y | wob i 7357 BBo] 931 | geb
June noat | Bop | 778 | 872 Bas |a0ez| 067 | 7os| 734 | BE3| 933 | 949
Sept. ,, {1042 | go1 | yy7 | 8y} 843 [1023 ) eyo| Foa| v3s | 88x | o33| 9sr
Dee ,, Jrosz] gox| 7ro| 8| Ba5|mo2aq a3z | vosa| 730 | BIB| 036 954
1941 Mar. Qtry r043 1 go1 | 7o | 875 | Bas |voza{ 076 | 7os | 737 | Boz | gad | 957
June ,, §r,043| 901 | 772 | 880 | 845 |v024] o974 | 75| 737 | Bo2| 939 936
FooD, GROCERIES, AND HoGsiNa.
1936 ] 8789 858 | Bay| Bse| B2n| 8754 835 70| g7yz | 823 B27| 83z
1937 -] ooal 838 | Bop| 8724 B3R Bop] Béz ] 794 | 705 | 833 | 8421 857
1538 o] ovar] 808 9481 goB | 867 [ 937 %m ! mom m wu mm aow Mww
T +e 2z 1 70 42 Qo 04 40 I 4
_._wa .. .mmm wwe 3| Y0 | 808 wmw 953 | 843 | 864 15 44 | 946
woqoMar, Otr. o073 | o035 | wa2 | 934 | SBy3a| o081 936 | 833y Bes | gor | 930 00
4 June ,, Nmm_ 049 | 556 ] 935 913 | o831 957! WAL 867 | o919 | 949 | 950
sopt. ,, | %o 947 ] 0181 9i0] 907 | 076 | o35 S43 | Bhol 915 | ou7 | 94d
Dee. ., ogB | o684 9651 ooo| 17| 0941 964 | Baz i Bza| o3z | o93r | 93v
1941 Mar. Otrd 1,003 | 068 {1,004 o501 o017 | ooof 957 | 844 | 867 | 919 | 944 | 950
4 Jime |, orh 954 | 990 o551 o9ue| 581 o9sow 836 BGr| 9ob | gad i 94z

{g) See explapatory noie oD page 9.
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Retail Price Index-Numbers (** B ' Series)—continued,

{Base of each Section (a) : Weighted Average of Siz Capital Cifies, 192327 = 1,000,}

QUEENSLAND, SOUTH AUSTRALIA,
51e ;| g ® S -

ied Vg | E0E 151 F i3eE g |8 B3 4lpg

2§15 |2 |2 583 3 |EdE & | 5 1.:%(z%
= g | 85| B |5 |s8g] € |589) 5| 5 |28 (554
o e |8t e 2 |BExd = lwzkl £ 3 &8 Bww

FoOoD AND GROCERIES.
1936 . 201 761 846 880b| 7812) 705 7938 8ra 864 fog 838 8a3
1937 .- B28 | 7u4 ) B631 gpor | By | ¥3s| B2 oot iz | Ba5 | Bro | 832
1938 o] BaB | 794 | Byo | oar | B34 | Bys| B6x | goy | 037 | 877 | g9co| 8BG
1930 . 864, fizg | goi gb1 912 Brz Sg7 3}'3 . 996 37§ ol 04
1940 .. 889 85 2 969 931 BY96 900 67 085 19 976 0
1940 Mar. Qir.| 874 | B31 | 01B | o961 | p2r | 832 ) 881 | 951 | 065 | Bgs | o6r | 83y
une ,, 883 | 85z | oz | o077 | o032 | Boz| or3| 900 | 095 | 926 | o84 | ¢uB
Sept. ,, 870 | Bar | go3 | 963 | 9B | BBs| goz| 96| o0Bs | 22 o974 | o908
Dee. ,, 920 | 8831 o3t | 974 | 9540 923 903 | 979 993 | 93z} 95| 910
1941 Mar. Qtr | 933 | 678 | 952 1,004 | 969 | 936 18 070 | 905 | ozz | 9% ] 933
June ,, Bgy | 85t | 92| ev2| 052 | 904 07 | 958 |00z | grr | 970 | g0
1940,
Javuary .. | 868 | 823 | o018 | 959 | ora | 876 | 872 | 0956 | o5t Bay | o3y | 870
Febroary .. | 8r7 | 82| 917 | 950 | o35 | 883 | 883) 948 | obry Boz | obo | 8Bg
March ..t 877 | Bag| o1g| 966 | ¢26| B85 | B8E| 9aG| o80 ] 894 | 963 | Boa
April | B3¢ ] 858 9as| 98z | o038 | B98 | goo| 9674 905| o10| G381 gob
May .| 88z ] 8so | oS24y oB2| o35 | Boz[.oro| o9f9) oor | 93z | 930 | o24
June | 877 8472 | o920 967 | ozz | 8BS | 91| 037 | 909 | 935 o35 g25
July 866 | Bar | go6 | 989 | o915 | B76| goo| 0863 | ooo | n25 | Gral gob
August .. | 878 | fi0| gob | b5 | ouf | 8By | gog | 968 | ¢Bz | o918 | g7y | 10
Septemnber .. | 8oz | 847 | o1r | o561 ozo| Bos| goo| 671 o2 | o22 | 078 | o0
Qetober . 909 365 o913 | 256 | o941 olo | o3 | 472 98g 927 | 483} o9
Kovember .. | ogog | 877 | o018 | 961 o5t | oz 11| 988 | 096 | dzg | o91 | Q17
December .. | 043 | oo7 | 961 [7006] gjo | 947 97 | 976 | 994 | o938 | oo | go4
194K
January .. | ss6 18 | 068 |torg | 931 | oS0 ] 9o8 | 973 | o9s | g2y | 0By | g14
Febirnnry 926 60 | o049 |L,009 | 9o 930 o926 | 972 | 993 | oz4| 9fo| o930
March g16 | 855 1 939 | 990 | 957 | 9| gac| 066 | oo8 i o015 | 977 | p2s
April 12 | Bs5 ) 925 | o7z | o55| o015 | 908 | 953 oof | ory| 068 | or3
May . 90 | 850 | g2r )| o7l | ©54 o4 | 895 | 953 | 1,006 | 913 ] 974 02
June Lo eE7d By6 | 916 | 9ul | 948 93 § 889 [ 966 | 1005 | goB | o6d a7
HOUSING~{4 AND 5 RGOME).
1936 . 66 | o8 | 008 | siobp G2ze| 748 ] o5 3Br | ob2g9 | 648 | pEr | yr2
1937 . 822 340 728 H44 575 Bro 832 37t 650 685 717 8ol
1938 e B41 G35 744 857 b2 Bz28 308 386 G859 GB7 739 843
1439 .. 854 847 753 a1 640 840 888 8% 710 686 75 862
1940 857 832 155 861 642 343 892 7 716 692 ir 866
ggoMar. @tr.| 8551 650 | ysa | 862 | 643 | Bar | 8oz | 387 | 76| 6By ) 4| 865
Juoe ,, Bsy 850 755 B61I 43 843 89z by 7L6 Ggo 74 866
Sept. ., 858 | 850 | 755 fF 860 | 64r | B | 8oz alz | ri6 ) Goo | z72| 866
Dec. ,, 359 | Bsg 755 261 fyz Bayq 89z 387 715 Ggo 772 §65
1545 Mar, Qe 859 B53 757 BT 4 f43 848 Bgs3 8¢ 715 7ot ¥10 866
June ,, 860 854 764 861 642 846 893 380 714 109 770 867
FooD, GROCERIES AND HOUHING.

1936 o} 8o ogre| 757 | 74ab| eie| 77| 796 | 689 | grs | 7e5 | 793 | wor
1037 .. Bag 810 503 877 752 823 826 ag2 811 w80 B16 8ar
1958 .. 318 o6 Bz5 g00 721 Bs7 862 7oz 818 Sor Ba6 8z5

1939 858 EET A4 G20 S04 858 831 743 88z Sgs 800 88

1940 415 829 353 926 v B3 #9595 739 877 828 895 88
1940 Mar Qir.| 885 836 85z g0 811 864 883 729 Bag 81z 884 877
June ,, 871 40 858 B2y s17 371 903 740 884 831 Qo0 Bob
Bept, |, B9 843 R46 921 So8 86y 8g6 740 878 820 803 389
Dec, ., Boy | 369 8ho 928 330 B0 So7 746 382 B38 goo Bgr
ro41 Mar. Qtt 02 BES 84 240 840 899 gob 741 33 834 Boh 899
June ,, 82 850 850 917 8zg 87y gy 733 85 830 8go 887

{a) See mote on Page o.

(&) Charters Towers.

(¢} Warwick.
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I3
Retail Price Index-Numbers (B ** Series)—continued.
(Base of eack Section (a} : Weighted average of Six Capital (ities, 1923-27 = 1,000.}
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA, g |3
£5 18
Period r ; g . £ 43 |«
| 6 5| § [3e - g 1 3 |35 25 |BES
. =} o = n.m =33 ©® o @ .Wg E=F=] 3
£ | 2| 2| 3 |B54| 2 E| 2 5| 5 |8EE|55 [BEE
= s T |®227 2 5 z KRN s
Sl el 2130 31250 2] 8) 2! 21 522883 |253
FooD AND (ROCERIES.
1936 o 853 | oof | Bo8| B66| o10] Bé6| S2y | BeSs| 847 | B3:x 808 | 824 | @25 828
1537 .- 881 | 1,012 oz8 Bg1 0oL Basz 870 Bz7 ooz Sgr 927 70 851 §. 834
1038 e Bog | 1,040 | 035 | 918 Q25 | oI 880 B8g | 916 woB | ars | 889 [ 886 ] 890
1939 .. cww 1,092 72 w@. 047 51 oﬂm gI4 4t WWu 1,018 25 927 931
1940 o 949 | 1,104 BB 69 | 052 61 | 04 933 Gl 9 | 1.029 45 | 930 | 942
1940 Mar, Qér. | ozc | 1,072 951 45 g3 332 (1143 Q07 430 929 | 1,013 91 1% T H
June ,, 056 | noBg | oBr | 475 | 041 | 9bG | o35 | o3z | 945 | 945 |Lezg ] 03 9ad | 047
Bept 97X [ 1,125 | 1,013 { 081 960 | 983 ] 951 o940 o7z | 9vzlnozo| o5z 037 | 941
bDee, 949 | L13C L 907 | 073 | 976 | 964 | gryzl oS4 | o906 | oar |nesz| o7t | o356 | ebo
1941 Mar, Qtr, 9355 | 1,156 | 1,070 as1 aBs a7z 072 q52 095 993 | 1,061 971 as8 go2
June 997 | 1,181 | 1,054 | 1,003 | 1,002 | 1,012 958 gsc | 997 982 | 043 o6 939 a43
1940,
Jemuary .. | o1z 11,0651 9431 o9ar| gar| gzs| o131 897 | o924 | o924 |1oos | gtz ons § g1z
February .. 2919 [ 1,074 952 944 o4 932 o2 gro 930 97 | 1,007 423 97 920
Match | ezt irers o 9sa | 048 | 923 | o3n| ot 913 | 935 934 | L0183 921 ] 927 | o30
April oo | 95310800 071 | 064 930 | 002 | 93z { o33 | 947 | 910 [Loze | 936 945 | 038
May co | 954 Leor | 9330 9B | g4z 065 ] 936 | 932 ) 036 | o4z (1026 | 033 ] oas| o047
June oo ] 901 |moos | ofg i oBr ) osz| oya| 038 o933 | w953 | 953|126 oar | o044 | o047
July . 981 | 1,097 [ 1,219 s 958 590 q36 033 966 goo | Lo18 240 035 939
Augost <o | 971|136 (T01z | g9 | oy6 | oBs | 636 | 938 | or7g | av7 |10aB | oss| o35 | 03B
Beptember .. 961 | 1,143 | 1,000 are | w7z 976 002 44 970 81 | 1,034 g0z 942 945
October .. ¢ oq0 10,133 | 902 | 972 975| 965] 973 ) oi7 oB5i 986 |37 | 968 ) osrl osi
Rovember .. ] 948 1,027 1 995 | o7e | 975 | o63 | 973 | o053 | ooB | o006 |1052 | g7r b o036 | 939
Dwcember .. 550 | 1,151 e 076 078 abb 7o 962 | 1,004 | 991 | Loby | ov3 ab1 965
TD4I.
Januury .. 048 | 1,043 [ 1,004 | L0790 g8z a6y 478 750 | 1008 | 1,002 | 1,068 976 grs oy
Febrnary .. 1 033 | L103 (5013 p 070 982 | o971 | uBo | om0 | ofy | 987 |rose | a7s | 953 | osy
March .. gog | 1,164 | 1,013 ob6 a9 931 258 1 - 051 997 984 | 1,061 ghz 947 951
April <o | 984|189 | 040 | 996 | ooz [fooo| 066 956 | 99f | 9RG |rob7 | o6 b o490 | o3z
May . | 1006 | 1210 | 1,061 | 1,007 | 1,003 [ 022 053 657 | 1,001 991 | 048 o961 a38 943
Juiig ++ §1,001 | L, T44 | 1,050 | 1,002 | 1,007 | F,OL4 453 036 95 908 | 1,019 a3% 93¢ 935
. HOOsING—{4 AND 5 Roows).
1036 ‘e 844 | 374 204 BES | 1,010 Bre of 811 750 726 755 B8 879 B66
1937 ‘e B61 | 1,300 | BEo | o83 1,064 | oot o 826 | Bi6 | 723 798 | B6L oIz 807
1538 | 87z (ratg| Syl oe94 yress| grr | ol3 | 238 | Bzo] 756 | 788 | sryx| o4z | o2s
103 881 | 1,318 8806 | 1,005 | 1,06 91g 925 851 836 76% Bob g 965 947
19 . 882 | 1,315 | 890 (1,003 [1 _eam 920 933 | &56 | &4r{ V67| 413 893 ] 97| 8aA5
1940 Mar, Qtr.| 883 1,314 | 888 | 1005 | 1065 | 921 | g32 | 8ss| Bso| 757 | Bra | Bea} orc| 953
June , 882 | 1,316 8yo | 1,004 f 1,067 gza a3z 113 843 767 B1z 83 072 D54
sopk 88z | r,314 | Bovo 1001 | Loty | o910} 033 855 | Bab | 768 812 | Boz | o073 955
e ., 88z | 1,514 890 | 1,001 | 1,066 G20 EEY 857 842 769 812 894 074 054
1941 Mar. Qir | BR2 | 1,313 844 | 1,000 | 1,066 | g20 033 858 842 6g a1z Boa g76 | 58
June 883 | 1,311 893 | 1,002 | 1,066 920 933 LE1: B4z 768 Brz Bog 976 958
FooD, GROCERIES 4RD HoUSING,
1936 .. 840 | 1,064 858 B7y | 045 867 856 | 807 | 8f10| 7oo | B4y | 833 844 1 Byz
1937 .. #71 1,126 Bag Y14 990 LT 879 843 866 By &7y 8irs 87z Bog
1934 .. B8y [ 1,152 q1r 945 974 9ag o1 o7 E8a Bst 900 88z Hob 902
1939 . 14 [ 1,178 | 036 | a7 990 | 930 | gz | 887, 38 | &6 mMu 908 | 930 |, 933
13490 .- 20 {1,184 ] 946 | 97 995 | 43| 938 | o0 | o9i4 | BB 2| 923 | 950 ( 945
1940 Maor, Qir.| g¢oa | L1266 w4 [0 7 o2 a2 Bix Bozy 364 931 S0y a36 g3
Jupe ,, 925 | 5,775 | 943 | 984 | o088 ] 046 | o032 | goo| oos | B73 | 939 | oro| as3| o048
Sepb ,, 034 11,090 | 903 | 986 roos | wust ) os2 | gos) g2r| BBa | 943 | o0z | oa0 | 044
ee. . 971 | vzee | 953 | 981 |n000 | gus | 954 | 0ts | 934 [ goz | osb | 03n | o051 | o356
1047 Mor. Qur) g25 Jr21s5 | 962 | 986 | no15| o040 | 954 | o913} o34 | oo3 | 961 | 930 | o063 | os8
hane |, 951 1,229 98y | 1,000 | 1,025 ¥4 246 oIz D35 13 952 033 9351 947

{a} See pote ob page 9.
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§4. The All Items (*C” Series) Index of Retail Prices.

1. General.—This index measures the prices of food and groceries, rent
of 4 and 5-roomed houses, clothing and miscellaneous household requirements,
and for convenience of reference has been designated the * All Ttems”
(* € series) index. It has become more important in recent years because
of its adoption by the Commonwealth Arbitration Court from 15t May, 1934,
for the adjustment of wages controlled by that Court. It is used at present
as the basis of the " Court” series of index-numbers adopted from July,
1937, by the same Court.

The compilation of this series was undertaken by the Burean following
a recommendation of the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage, which
reported in 1920 and 1921, A short account of its inquiries and findings
is contained in §7 of this chapter. The Commission itself had collected
data on prices in the capital cities for the month of November, 1914 to 1920
inclusive, In copsequence, the Burean commenced its own more
coniprehensive inquiries in the five principal towns of each State, as from
November, 1621, and continued them at quarterly intervals therenfter,

2, Retail Price Index-Numbers : Capital Cities, 1914 to 1920.—The
tabie publisbed on page 24 gives index-numbers representing the variations in
the prices, in each capital city, of (i) food and groceries; (i) housing (4 and 5
rooms); {iii) food, groceries and housing combined; (iv) clothirg; (v)
miscellaneous household reguirements, and (vi) all items of household
consumption combined, in the years 1914 to 1920 inclusive. The index-
oumbers for the clothing and wmiscellaneous groups for these years were
compiled from datn collected by the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage.

3- Retail Price Index-Numbers: Thirty Towns, November, 1914 to
June Quarter 1941.—The following tables give index-numbers representing
the variations in the prices, in 30 of the more important towns, of (i) food
and groceries; (ii) housing ; (hi) food, grocerics and housing combined;
(iv) clothing ; (v} nuscellaneous requirements; and (vi) all items of household
consumption combined,

Food and Groceries.—Retail Price Index-Numbers, (*‘C ** Beries,)
{Baae : Weighted average of Six Capital Ciies, 1923.27 = 1,000.)

NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA,
FPerlod., = ; d ] ] & . = o

. = g 8 o g u & - g D
8| g | 2 £z E |21 B2 |25
k= 3 3 El § 25 = = K - £ “ug
S » o =] = BEA © = 3 28 |88k
& = & 3 A |Ea=| = & & o | =5 |z<>

Nov, 1914 (@) 638 .. .. .. . .. 614 . .. .. .. ..
w1920 ..l ob4 o7z 873 | 50| 935 964 023 | 928 | o5g | Q4r | 948 | 924

Year 1935 .. 840 | 860 035 822 Bzg 843 384 35 309 7 814 786

i

» 1936 . 818 860 530 | 841 B38 113 og | 839 824 Bob 823 | 8ie
w1937 .. 868 880 | 1,001 Bry 855 872 8§36 857 LES B34 831 837

o 1038 .. 004 az25 | 1,002 933 Bgd H09 &84 832 8o 3By Sot 384
s 1039 .| 030 | ofs |nwes | ooV | gy | 94z 94z | 9391 o930 | 946 oss| o4z
w a0 L. | o952 | ofy |1,060 | 1,003 | 951 958 o047 | 935 | 040 | 939 | 955 | 046
1940 Mar, Qbr. | 933 | obr 1,052 978 | o028 1 938 92z | 9181 o191 918 | 433] 03z
» June 057 | os [to74 (o013 | ofp | g62 034 | 943 | 056 | 46 | o6z | o084
- L 645 | nBo jrebr [1002| o%0 ! a50 949 | 936 | 958 | o044 | oo | o049
. Dec 973 | 1,015 | 1,085 | 1,019 466 ofe P15 [iXR a63 948 ofiy oo

1941 Mar, Qtr. o8z | 1014 | 1,152 | 1,016 067 988 o4 036 a53 940 951 048
. June . 949 | moz Frazz lioer | 954 | 557 93 023 | 043 ) 018 ) o4xl o357

(e} For index-numbers for Capital Citles, November, 1914 to 1020, see page z2,
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Food and Groceries. —Retail Price Index-Numbers, (“C ** Series}—continued.
(Base: Weighted average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27=1,000.)
QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA,
é . : L]
= = E = = , .
Ferlod. ¢ | E gl £ 1 2 1Be3|| ¢ |.280 & 5| 2 13¢
g .21 5 [ = (288 2 (£8€| = 2 .5i28
2 4 %5 g £ |85l E |EEs B o |58
o S5 = z 228 - s=| & . B 8 P g
= 3 2 z g |32 8 |52=| % S5 | 55 |53«
& o =2 | & a (zag| 2 kEs| & |[538 | £3 Iz
Nov. 1414 {0) 614 .. . .. .. .. 683 . . .. . ..
wo 1920 .. | 055 | 805 | 949 | 9Brb| g3bef 950 || ger | 945 | 9568 [ o913 | 997 | oe3
Year 1935 .. 263 732 8oz dqab| 754¢] 765 #8c | 86o | 813 Fr7 | 81z 784
» 1036 .. 791 201 846 880 | 7Bre| o5 708 874 864 8oy 838 803
w 1037 .. 828 TG4 Bég gor Bég 835 26 go1 iz 845 840 832
w 3938 .o | B38 L goa | Bra | o3r | 8B4 | B4b || 863 o7 ) 637 | 877 | goo | 866
w 1939 .. | B6e| B33 ) o4 | 90L | gtz | B9z Bgy ¢ 973 | 996 [ 937 | 031 | goa
b 1040 .. 889 882 1 921 460 a31 8oG guo [ 967 | ofs 919 | 976 | oob
1940 Mar, Qir. Bry 831 918 461 g1 882 881 951 #0% 895 g61 a3y
W June 883 [ 85z [ 927 | 977 [ 932 832 o3 [ 9069 | o095 | 926 | o84 | 918
» Hept S7q | 841 | ogof | 963 | o018 , Bas 9oz | obo t 985 | ooz | o4 | goB
.o bee 920 | 883 | 031 [ o34 | 934 | 923 9e3 | 9ot 993 | 93z | of5| oto
1941 Mar. Qtr. 933 878 g5z 1,004 569 936 || - 518 a7o qus g2 980 o923
n dune Bgg | 851 | 924 | o7z | 952 | 004 8g7 | 058 | 1,002 | oru | gro | 904
WESTERN AUSTRALLA. TASMANIA. gg g
5 t 4 £ ;] E sl 2= |a
41 6z . . : . & = -
reot. (2Ll 821 o | w | S mEl L[S .1 Bl 2|38 28 |3is
g1 88| 2 s | 2 |E5si & g | & = El2g| EF |EZT
S|l %o | S|t E|EE 2 5] 2| g g5 8S 9%
L3 =3 = el = = o =} = b3
cE|Z5 | R (El & (=2l 2 [ 2| &| &] &|22| 2= |2Ra
Nov, 19ty (8} 746 . .. . . . 687 .. . .. .. . 641 .
w1920 .. 1005 I,1200 T,054] 1,048] LosI| 1,033(| 1,025 9sB[ 1,108 996 1,0rr| r.o1z| 950 954
Year 1935 .. Bz ar7| 8sz| B3| Ba6| Bagf| soe| 80| Bio| HoB) gos| sor| BOG | BlO
w 1936 . Bsa) ooB] 898 866| 9ro| &b6| B27| Beb| 847 83:] Bodl S: B2S 828
» 637 . Rbr| rotz| gz8] Bgrl ofr| 892 870l 824 goz| S8a1} g27| Bre] 89 854
w1038 ., Bool 1,040] 935f 918 ges 9Ir b§8a| £8g| o1l o008 gr5| 88q9] 886 890
w1039 .. | o938] 1002 o972y abz| g3 esnt o3l ore eurp il ror8] gas| 9271 831
w1940 L 949l troq| oB6| ofgl osz g6xll o4e o33 061 gso| 1029 o045 939 ] 942
5940 Mar. Qtr gzo| 1,002 o%1] o45| o923 o32]|| 918] o7 o930 gz9| Loto] 1ol T 921
o June 956] r,089| ofx[ o075 o4t 086l o35 93zl o435 045/ 1,004) 038 B44 | 947
. Boaph. . g7t] v,r25| r,013| oBr| o069l of39] os1| o940 or2t o7z 1030 o5z 937 9
v Y 949] 2300 997f 073] o976l ob4fl o72| 934 996 o9i| rosz| orr| 856 | 960
1941 Mar Qur, o55| 1,156] 5,010y 081 685 orz|| orz| @52 955 o3| o6 o7 958 | 962
b dume go7| 1,181] 1,054] 1,003| 1,002| 1,012|| 058| ¢sol o907 oBz| 1035 g6 B39 | 943

fa) For inder-numbers for Capital Citlea, Novenber 1p14 to Igzo, tee page 22.

{ed Warwick,

15) Chartars Towers
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Housing (4 and 5 rooms)—Retail Price Index-Numbers. {** ' Series.}
(Base : Weighted average of Siz Capial Cities, 192327 = 1,000.)

| NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA.

Pariod. L =] d T L IR 2 . . :

2 k] ) = £ - -] o g .3 5 o

21 3| g 2 5|28 RSBl |25

2| EtE 12534l 52| 3|3 |53 P88

- A i a

2l 2|8 | 8| &1paa| S 2 8] & |8 S

Hor, 1014 {a) =58 o .. .. .. . 608 . “ ‘e .. ‘e
o I9a1 .. | 2,000 883 559 831 §90 66 L F3 479 537 668 635 78y
Teat 1035 .. g1 Bap | 6445 860 777 | 881 Bso | 606 ) 638 81z | 843 838
» 1o3b .. 930 as57 653 Bra B1g 018 84z 683 »02 .11 836 Big
w 1937 .. | 65| B30 660 | B73| 816} o947 || goo | G99 | Fo | 836 | 850 By
w» 1938 .. lroo4| 860 y3o| B73 | 82z ) o085 || 935 | 695 | yog | 851 | grs| 917
e ID30 .. ] 1.0%% fgo | 70, R71 $a3 | 1015 05% 714 731 By6 1 421 53

w 040 .. |1e42 | goo | 73| 8yz | B4s | 1023 060 | sos | 735 | 884 | 933 | 93c

1g40 Mar, Qtr. | 1,042 8an 276 8ro0 845 | 7,022 064
w o dune ,, 11,041 Sggl 778 B2 84% | 1022 a6y

706 | 735 | 88o| 933 | 046
704 1 734 | BBa) o33 ] a9
w Rept, ,, |1042| gor
w Do . | I042 901

704 | 736 | BBA| o3& | os¢

1941 !}Iar. Qtr. | 1,043 goi‘ 779| Ba3 B45 mui 976 705 737 fgz 038 | o7

- une ., 1,04% 501 b B0 Bas5 | 1,024 074 705 733 oz 030 956
QUEENSLAND. S0UTH AUSTRALIA,
- N - 2
Teriod. = a : 2.l 4 . -
£ ié g1z Ely $5) 3 (458 £ | £ | .8 E8
208 | s8] B ) 2 BEG) 2 |8eE| T 3 |2 Ed.
202|380 2| 2 (228l 3 1322| E 8 | #5158«
& Al & @ |[eadl = |lwmE| & (20 | A5 B<w
Nov, 1914 (a) 463 V. .. N .. . 611 ‘e ‘s . .. .
o 1927 .. 629 | 547 | 470 | $2Bh| S3%c] S04 d1p | s66 60y 492 366 | »Or
Year 1933

. =210 745 306 saol| G452 7oy 736 a9 G25 626 663 719
W 1936 L, 766 298 Gof o8| Ga2zr| 748 79% ELYS lied Gq8 yrI 772
w 1937 .. B1z Byo | 28 | 844 575 d1o B2 3rr 650 .11 737 | %8
W 1938 .. 841 834 744 | Bs¥ 626 { 828 868 386 689 a3y 739 | 843
wo 1930 .. 8s4| Bar| 73| 861 | 6Ga0f 8sc| 883 | 388 | yio| 686 | 753 | B6z
w T040 .. | 8571 852 755 | 861 | Gaz| Baz |l Boz | a8y | 716 | 693 | 73| 866

tg40 Mar. Qer. | 855 850 | 754 ) B8Oz | 6ag| 841 B2y 387 | 716 | 687 | 7r4 | 863
. June 4, 857 | Bse ] 7ss | 86t | 643 | Bay Boz | 387 | 76| dgo 774 | 866
. BEph. . 853 | Bxo | 5% 860 G471 B4 Bg2 | 387 716 660 772 64
. Dee 859 | B3| ves | 86r | G4z | Bga | Boz | 387 | Fis | 690 | 7rz| B66

1945 Mar Qir. 850 853 | 787 861 643 845 303 387 715 7ol 770 | R64
., June ,, Bho | 854 764 861 642 Bat 843 336 714 700 770 B6y

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. £ . \8
28 |2
4]

: ‘,.‘i .| 4 < | E & 3? 2
Teriod, FERE LA RS g 3:; 8 215 |38) 28 ude
o228 : |5 |20 5| 88| 8 |2, £8(28F
28|58 22| 2 |5s] E| g | £|¢ |5 |5s 22E2E
8| W3 ] ] 8 [ ®% o 2 5 > 5 | %% | B 3"5’
A3l B8 | o Bxf R sl R |8 |0 iEe| 25 28

Nor. 1514 (8 B35 .. .. .. . . .. . . ..
w 1928 .. | 754f $¥8| 616| 440| 7rol ool Byol 66 204 1500 493 29| 877 ) g2

&
&

Year 2935 .. | rgz{n050 767 1ot geo Bra|| E9o| 778 698 7abl 7ao| 836 B39 ! 28
w3936 .. | Baa| naxz4] 704 886|roto| Byzll 908 Biy 5ol 726l 55| 858) B9 | 866
R £ 5 B g61| 1,309 B60| 983| 1,664 gor]l Boo| 826 Bis| 23] o8l &3] 2| goy
W« 1638 .. Brzirarel Bror go4| 1055 outh oxyp 8aBl B30 58] 7881 Brs] 842 | 905
. 1030 .. 88z[ 1,318 836]1,005| 1,064 arol o2s| Bse| B36l 763 Ros| 883 965 947
o« 1940 .. | 3821315 Spor00y 1,006l gl 033 836 B4y 767 Br3) 8gal 073 | 955

1940 Mar, Qir, | 8831314 888j1.005 1,065 ga1)| o932t 855) 8500 y67 Big B0y 971 | ©53
. June 882/ 1,310] 8gof 1,004 1,067 9z0l o3z Bssi B48| 67| 813 Boz] 972 | 458
. Bept. 88z natgl 390 1,001) 1,067 orgr 933 855 B46| 7O65| 812 893 97F | 955
W Dée. 882| 1,314 Boo| 1001l 10660 g20| 933 857| B4z 7épl Bizl Boyf T4, 956

I
1941 Mar Qtr. 88z| 1,313 8o3) 1,000 1,006 gzo| o33 858] Baz| 69| 81zl Boy| B76 958
?:1 JuneQ.. 883l 1,311 803 1,002 1.066] g20| 033 858l SB4z3f 68| Biat Bos|l BV6 | 058

{a} For indax-numbera for Capital Clties, November 1014 10 1920, 82¢ page 22. {&) Chartars Towers.
(e} Warwik.
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Food, Groceries and Housing Combined {4 and 5 rooms).—Retail Price Index-
Numbers.

(Base : Weighted Average of Siz Capital Cilies, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

(“B {d) and “ 0 * Series.)

NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA.
Pesiod. s | 5 . & .
| ELS L8 235 S 13| | |8 (Eg
- 8 & = 3 | € ¥ 2 5‘ g & =
st El 2l 2|3 |38s] 52| 5| 3 |83 382
& P ) 3 & |e2z] = & = G | & =3P
Hov. 114 (4) 680 .. ‘e . - .. 613 .. . .. .
w1921 . 9rr 044 | 825 )| 926 | Brs !l g5 895 769 8o Bya 855 | 566
Year 1035 .. 858 M| an) 8 e Y 808 260 | 266 | Bog 826 | Bas
o 936 L. L BB | EsB | B3y 854 ) Bag | M35 835 | 280 | gr7 | 825 | 827 | 831
w1037 .. 904 8s8 ss.g By2 1 Bad | Bgg 862 204 708 | 833 842 | 857
w1938 .| 41 8983 | o4 wd | 867 | 937 gog | 808 | 817 | 872 | 898 895
» 193 .. 1 epz | 934l o7o ] 642 | 900 | gbg 245 1 B840 | 851 | or7 | o040 | 038
w I9qe .. 98§ | 950 953 | 950 | 908 | 9Bo 553 | 843 | 864 | 9IS | D44 | 946
1gso Mar. Qtr. 7 973 ] 935 | o4z | 934 | 893 ] 568 936 1 833 | Bag | gor { gao| 929
W June 588 | o940 | o561 o055 | 013 | o83 |[ 957 ; 848 | 867 | o1y | 043 950
»  Sept. 980 | a7 | 048] o049 | gov | o7b 955 | Bas| 869 | ofg | o047 | 948
w Dec. o, 908 | o968 | 965 ] o060 | 917 | o094 964 | Ba¥ | B73 | o2z | as1| 956
1941 Mar, qtr, [T,003 | 968 lim-t 989 | o171 999 957 { Bag | 867 | o019 | o044 | e30
. Junc 983 I 954 | 900 | o355 go9 | g8t 050 { 836 | B61 | ocob ! o038 | fa2
QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
§ . . - .
Perlod, 2 sl o8 ] 2 s
< -] = g | Toa " -1 o & -3
g s3] 8z |2k 3 g4s & % .3 |5F
m g a 4 ) =2 i . FE
B E|8F B2 (235 3 (338 B =3 3% 8%
Kov, 1914 (a) 560 .. . . ‘. ‘. 638 .. ‘e . .. s
W o t93t .| Byof rrr ] sre | Baod| s94el B2y 848 | Bxr ] B3p | o | B4sa | B85
Yenr 3035 .. | rer | rar| rac| rachl ri16el 7y 769 | 604 | 246 | 223 ] 391 261
w 1936 280 | wra | 257t saxbl rzrel oy |l ve6 b 6Ba | yrs | was | je3 | 7o
w1937 . Bz4 114 808 8r7 7%z Bz3 2o Gz Bir 780 816 Bar
o 1038 838 | Bob | fas goo | 78I 8ay 863 702 A38 Bor 836 855
» 1936 . B5% | B30 | Bea | g0 Bogl 858 Ra1 743 | 882 538 890 885
w1940 .. | 8Bys5 | 84| 854 | ous| 817 873 Bg5 | v3n | 87y | 528 | Bos | 888
1940 Mar, Qtr, 8685 | Ba6 | 8s2 gza{ Bix 864 &8y 720 | 865 B12 886 827
w  Juoe -, gyt | B30 | 858 | o2 817 | By o3 | y40 ) 884 | B3 oo | 896
n Sept. 86g 843 846 921 Hob 867 96 740 878 82 a3 889
w Do 854 Béa 860 928 30 Bgo gy 746 &8z 83% Qo0 S0t
1941 Mar. Qir. o2 866 874 G486 840 390 qob 74T &8 934 8a6 339
.. June ., B2 f50 850 q27 B2y 8§79 Boy 733 &3 830 oo 857
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. | TASMANIA. & -
g2 |8
o . : g5 .8
; < . - g ; ;| K= =
Period.  |og|eS) ) o] g en 5 1 Eigd|32 3e
53|53 2| s |8l | 2] 38|34 35 282
8.‘-‘& é 5 o Ee ™ s L] g a |&8g 52 E o
sEeS 24 % |28l 2 5|5 | § 88|52 (53
k=1 Al
gxlggi 2l &l s lzx| 2| 2| &) & 5 |z%|38 |28
Ror, 1914 {a 68a| .. .. ‘e ‘e . 6o .. e ‘e .. ‘e 644 ..
w  ISIT .. 915| ¢33 8gB| oor| gaz| 918 or1| 358) 81g] 6g6f Sy qrif 924 | 807
Year t9as5 ., 810| r,0ny| Bzz| K36] 870| 826(] B2y 85 B3| 83| 843 Brrj A1 | 8I6
w Imaé a0 ,ebq| 858 Br3| o4s) B67)| 8567 Boy| B1o0] rgo| B4a| B35 844 | 84
w1937 ., 871| 1,126| 8og| o923] ool Bag|l 8B70] B43| 866] B8a4 B7g 65, B72 ) 869
W I938 .. Bzl t,r52| or1] o45] oWl von|j Sor| A6y 880] 846] ooo| BAz| 906 | GO2
w o 1939 . oraf 1,178 o036} 070 gvol g36ll o2z Riy BoR| 85| 033 goB] 920 | 635
wo1o4o .. 1 gz21| 1,784 o46] o70] o003l o43]] 038 9o1] oIy B8zl gazi o023 950 | WG
194c Mar. Qtr. goa| 1,166 az24] o66| o76] o026|| o022 B88s[ Bor| 864] o31) ogo7| 9367 934
» June g2s L,t750 043 984 988 9465 032 900y gos| Byi 93| gro] 953 | 948
n Sept. o3a4| 1,108 063 086l 1005 056 04z oo o=1| B8g| o4 o027 949 | 944
. T gzi| 1,200 053] 0BI|1,000] 0451 o0s4) 014 934 ozl 036] o939 960 ¢ 956
1941 Mar. Qtr, gasf 2,215 gbol 586|015 940 as4) 913 0314 o3f 9b1] o930 D62 | 958
w June os1| 1,320] o80| t,000{ 1,025] 974|| 946 orzl ¢35 Bob| ns2| o2z 951 | M7

(a) For index-muubers for Cupital Cities, November 1914 t0 1920, 300 page 21, 1
() Tha index-Dumhears in this table are the same as those of the ™ B ™ Series (p. 10},

{c) Warwlek.

b) Charters Towers,
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Clothing.—Retail Price Index-Numbers, (*C*’ Series.)
{Base : Weighted average of Siz Capitol Qilies, 1923-27 = 1,000.}

NEW SOUTH WALES, | VICTORIA.
Period s | 2 | ¥

eriod. & B g “ |= ] : 1B |Bey

. = X . = - £y
Bl Bl g2 208 25| 2 B |5 |58
- o = L = = -] o %S |wed
Sl 2 A8 AlEa| 2| &) &1 & |62 (e

Kov, 1954 (@} 755 . ‘. e . .. 8o .. .. .. I ..
e 1g21 L, 1,255 | 0,337 |1,2609 trnarg (g6 | 1264 || 170 | 1,599 | 1.573 | L4063 | 163 | 3,326

Year 1935 .. 746 8to &8o | o2z 700 751 o4 B56 884 Bys [:T¢] 8oz
w1930 . 778 gog 753 | 818 811 282 JoT 845 Bid 834 863 79%
. 1037 .. B1g 796 8724 833 81z 134 8a3 B3r 819 Bog B2z Bos
o 1938 L. Baz | Bio | 833 ] B4R | B14 B3t 820 B3 | fE32 B3y 831 B2z
o 1930 L. i3 §23 Bso | 861 Bao 842 832 853 Bat 846 faz 813
w 1940 .. ose| o4t | ore| 9Go; o84 | oSt |l 969 | g0 | ¢BG | o063 | 066 % oro

1940 Mar, Qir. 884 862 qo2 Bog 8o7 883 897 21 911 893 o 88
w  June . 923 | 92| o%2) 0933] o025 | 924 || 059 ] o6s| 066 ] 9451 o4 959
o Bopk 048 | a32 | o71] o33 | o063 | 49| 9¥6 frees 1ee3d 961 ] 965 | o3y
o BDec. | 1046 1,037 | 1,046 11056 | 1,000 | 1,046 || f,042 | 1,080 | 1,065 | 1,047 {1,043 | LOaa

gqx Mar. Qr, | 1,088 1,043 [ 1,068 | t,081 [ var0 L1058 {1068 |00z [ro73 bropn 11,068 | 1,069
o June o 11309 1310 | L nyae | ess Moo W dee jrr2z 1101 | 1104 f 1,305 11,301

QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
,g e [ -] E :

Perlod. ; 3 ] - - k] : LN

S| 5| 413 | B 1%ga3 3 (458l B | £1.4|%s
21 E 3% 2| 2 iB%E) 2 |g5E4 % 2531588
£ 2 EE 3 g (#2535 E 3 g.% [ e E %E K -
= 3 = [ 2] IR - = P a0 A =t

Nov. gty (a &5r .. .. .. .. .. 756 N .. .. .. ..
W tgrl .. {1,728 | 1,408 (1452 |1,568bl7, 5190|238 (11,105 [7.435 1,480 |1,897 |raBo [r238
Yanr 1935 .. sre | 818 | Bay 761l Poley N9 53 gto 8oy 37 o037 | Bsa
w 1936 .. ] 77| 779 | Bav | poqb| zOre) B2 || 832 | 803 | Big go | Bsr| 232
W S03F .. 7904 | 8oy | 826 [1¥] 8ab | 795 821 Soy4 134 313 a1y 1 B2
o 1938 .. 8z3 816 | Bjo0 833 831 8z5 %] 848 846 846 B4 556
1990 .. fq0 | Bafi | Bs5O 855 A5z S41 803 f5z 854 453 844 ] Bo2z

w 1040 .4 052 | 951 | 073 | 908 ] 036 | 955 96t | 940 | 043 ] o947 | 036] o059

1940 Mar. Qir. B854 | BBB| g1z 915 go4 | Hg7 8935 By B2 Bry 66 | Bg3
w  June 930 9z 548 045 931 D32 934 ato 0oG 010 850 932
w  Scph. 956 1 o531 o71 | of8 ; o5y | 938 972 53 | 953 o6z | 935 | 971
o Dae. ,, lto27 {1,043 1,089 | 1,043 [ 1,031 (1,032 Jir041 [ 000 | 1020 | 1050 | 1,028 | 1040

1941 Mar. Qbr | 1,037

1,050i1-°74 1,063 | 1,048 | 1,043 || 1,052 | 1,025 | 1,043 |f052 | 1,030 | 1051

June 1,103 |I,0lo 11,632 |t,023 17,016 [ 1,007 || 1,018 | 1,074 | 0,702 1,100 (3,104 |1,113

‘ WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. gg &

sz 8

o A . ; 25 |2

. [} s < - 5 (| Ao |«

o | oo s . ‘ E -
vt 28lESl e el el LS L1 E] S (98|32 (3Ee
al §§ p= E 2 &g 3 § 2 & SEgiLa .:;2
HEIE IR E AR AR AR R =
dE|xs =2 |a | Slex|mv 831 &8|&| & 2|35 |84

o, 1914 (0) GoB .. .. .. . ‘e 825 .. ‘e . . .. 754 .
w1931 .. 11,333 4,378 1,382) 1,454} 5,320 1,227 1,427 L,670] 1,525 1,405 1,504 1,518] 1,246 |4.290

Year xgas .. | Bas| vos6] yrsl or1] B5o] Baaf| oy 338 813] 82y oB7| ool 783 | TOD
w1936 .1 Bi15] asg] Bozl By 851 Ezyl 857 Bral So¥| 828] 835 Esol 2L 796
w1937 .. Bo6| B3z Bro] 828 Kr7] Bogl &21| B23f Bzof Ba2| Bz0; Ex2| Bl L1
o 1938 .. 823 846] 835 B43| Bar] Bzl B48] S3g{ Bas{ 45| Saz| 844 829 830
+ 1039 .. | Baz2l Bss Sq2 Bety By B34l Bsd| 553 Baz| B4s4] Bs3| Bse| B4} 84N

- 1940 .. | 926 939 933] 938] 939 939 936| oG4l o47] 938 943 o3| 956 | 956

1940 Mar. Qtr, | 8s3| 869! 356| 863 BG2| Bsy|| B88| Bo3] B83| 80| 88s| 889 888 | B8S
wo June ,, | or3l osal o24| 03F 023 ot7i 540 949 ¢ao| o021l oz3 941 936 | 536
- Sepb. ,, | 920] o67| 932 933 035 oz9] 956 463 046 938 o35 0s6] 959 | 9GO
W Deeo | 1010 1,046 1,020] 1,024 1,022] 10140 1,038 1,051 1.030] 1,013 1,027] 1,040 1,040 { 1,040

1997 Mar. Qir, | 1,029
W dupe 1,075

1,059] 1,036 1,045 l,og? r,032)| 1,080 1,060| 1,041 1,026| 1,036| 1,094 1,057 | | OGT
1,111 1,089 1,003 1,086] 1,070}l 1,123 1,117] 1,203 1,125 1,125 1,327 1,104 ] 1,105

(e} For index-pumbers for Capital Cities, November 1914 to 1pap, see page 22, {b) Charteam Towera.
(2) Warwick.
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Miscellaneons,—Retail Price Index-Numbers, (‘* € *! Beries.)
(Base : Weighted Average of Siz Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000,)

NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORJA.

Pazlod. £ | & d " s a R . B .

. = = -] @ = -1 a
AR B IR A
sl e 2| 8| S84 2| 2| 8| % |5 T2
& Z a8 3 A |Fem|| = ! i z |E3 [F<F
Fov, 1014 {a 266 . . .. . - 718 “ .. .. .. ..
w f92zi .. | L00§ 998 (1,102 95T 98¢ | 1,01t |l 5,025 95& | 1,017 (1,03% BBo | ro1%
Year 195335 .. 976 ['F3] A64 868 867 | oro g2z &80 923 873 8s1 Fat
w 1935 .. | w49 | ove|reer | 887y i B3x i 945 | ocarl o381 er7 | w47 | 92| o4

w 1937 .. | 939 Bos|refr| gor | ooz | oar || o978 |1.006 |1eorr | pos | o33 | ofe
» 1038 ..t 0361 9031 fr053 | oo Boz | g35 U &bz l2.006 [1001 | goa | 05: | o83
w1939 . o040 [ gor [o4d | 9o 882 1 oaB || 077 | ono (1004 | obo | o5z | o8
w 1930 .. | o84 | 048 j1301 | 042 | 936 | oBz || 1009 | 1023 {re37 (rerzt 985 {1010

1940 Mor. Qtr, | o490 | oo 1073 | 918 | voz | 048] o8B lroe0o |rozi | asy | ors| oo
» dJune offs | os0 (1,105 [ 042 | 937 [ 984 (| f000 jl019 |z031 [1,007 ¢ 07F [1007
»  Sope. |, 996 | 958 |r,100 | 949 947 | 994 || 1,010 | 1,032 1,045 |1,010 oBo 1,020
s Dee. ,, | 1004 964 J1,716 | 460 955 | 1,002 || 102t | 1,033 | 2050 | 1021 998 | 1,022

1941 Mar. Qfr. | 1,030 | 088 [r,141 905 ofy | 1,029 || 1,047 | 1,060 | 1,096 (1,042 | 1,024 1,047

w Jung . 1,030 oz | 1,148 953 938 }r,036 1,051 (T070 [L0pg [1,047 [ L0290 [ 1,052
QUEENSLAND, SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
d . . : =
= o =] o ] i
Period. 3 = = _5 5 2 - e .
HEIR IR B R AR I IE
: = o S¢a M
| |85 % 2R3 % i3l s | B 2Rl
a8 | & £ & 2 |Ez&| T [S3F) & | 58| BR ks
Haov, 14 (@) 7281 .. . . . e 0! .. . . . ..
. Moz .. 044 o958 | 1,002 150090 oBRe] 938 | xeay | 1,065 {065 1032 [S000 D1008
Year 1938 .. | oo4 | gop | 827 |notst| ozgel ogos || ory| ez | 92r | 93r i 968 | obp
W 1936 .. o017 | o220 | o920 11,0675] oa0zel o022 993 | ovB | @36 | oro |1e03 | 9m1
w 1937 .. 041 088 g69 | r.o000 | 1,007 952 || oz 9Bt 995 | 1,013 | 1,015 | 1,920
w 1038 . 047 | 990 [ 971 |L000 [fpc1 i 957 [{ 1,023 | 9oL | 1,001 $1,017 |L,0OCT |I,021

w1930 .. 955 | 0é3 | ofig | 906 { ooz | 962 {[reozz| oda 990 | re1z | ooq | torg
» HO40 979 | 1,003 | 1,001 | 1,626 | 1,002 g8s || 1,051 | 1021 | 1,031 | 1,053 | 1,015 1,040

1940 Mar. Qtr. a6z | o8¢ | o8z | 1,005 0By 97z || 1,038 | ro07 f10tx {1,038 | 000 T E,055

w Fune |, 978 {1,002 | 996 | r,0z3 {1,000 | 984 [ 1,040 | 1,013 | 3028 ] 1,050 | L01T | K047
o Beph, of3 | 1,008 | 1,004 | 1,031 | 1,007 | 000 [|1,0%% |£,028 [ 1,043 [ 1068 1,621 (1,054
w ke, 086 |r,012 [1,020 | o33 | 016 | g5 || 1000 | 1034 [1040 [1.064 1027 | L0590

s941 Mar. Qtr, | 1,012 1,038 | 1,043 | 1,066 | 1,044 | 1,021 || 1,089 | 1,067 | 7,096 [ 1,080 | 3,050 | 1,087
» Jane ,, | 1020 1,052 (081 | rors | 7052 000 || 2ae0 | 1,087 | 1000 [ 104 | 1060 | La07

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. m m m.
i < . ; | ¢ 2513
4|l eoi . i : e x -3

Sl IFA I F R IR AU R AR R LIE A
Mmgmwmmﬁm“m“mﬁ%mﬁm

= cE o3 ® =
ElE512 |8 | 8jex|m | 3|E| 2] & |E%|25 |2aa

Nov, 1914 {0) 80| .. e .. e . 609 .. s ‘e . .. 49 ..
w X031 .. [1.020 1,030 0th o7F| 1,v02f 020lf 932 obs| o4 gEof gso| o2/ F,0I0 | 1009

Tear 1035 .. | 937 o97s[ 95| 9o09) oyz| 9anf| Bs6| 864l ry3p Bavi B24| 855 946 ¢ 4l

w 1936 .. o3zl o0op 9406 aobjreoz| ear|| 883 ooBl Big) Bso| R41| 867 W4T | 946
1937 .. | 946 o71l 933 goa|resd g9sol 3ol g47| B B76) 854l 933 960 96
n 1938 .. | 919l o68 033 gog|v,053) 931 933 o390 865 B67| Bi3| g2y 961 | G62
s 1930 ..} o34] o074 o8] orzjreiq] o056 938 o047 Brat BBz 881, o34 362 962
w1040 .. | 9BSi006 97s| 942|1,083| 987 oGyl o973l o4l BBl grg| oby 998} 997

1940 Mar. Qtr, o67 ol4| os2| oge4|r028 o63)| o058 obo] Beo| BAy] oos| ¢mi} 973 AV
» Jone ,, 086 1,006 075 vaz| 1,052 o8Bl ori} o68] oor| So4] or4| obz| 997 997
» Seph. 002 1,032 w84 0401063 993l o7l g9Bo| goBf gerf gzol gbE 1,007 [ {,006
[ 1.7 N o9s;1,092] 088 os4fropol So7ll o7y o83 orsy oog| o938 oy 1O | LUIZ

1941 Mar. e, | 7,023 1,040] 1,013 980 1,007] 1,025 000l 1,003 vay] o34 60| go4l1,028 | i088
o Jupe u,ouu*ro?_._ :owJ adg| 1,107 rouw_ £,000} 1,007] 041 040 o63| 999]1,047 | 1,046

{a) For Index-pumbera for Capital Clties, November 1914 to 1520, 68 page 22, 1B} Charters Towers
{¢} Warwick.



20 THE ALy ITEMs (“C " SEviEs) InpEx oF RETatr PRICES.

All Items of Household Expendifure.—Retail Price Indez-Numbers. (*C* Seriea.}
{Base : Weighted Average of Six Capilal Chties, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA.
Perlod. o 3 & 4. g . E - .
. £ ™ o wow = f—4 -] Y -
B 58| B lgk| 2| Bl 2| 5L |2k
2LElE | 32|88 25 5| F |55k
Gl 21 8| S| B ezl 51 8 &1 & |2 |ELE
Nov, 1914 {a) rI2 .. .. . .. 671 .r .. .. .

o I102I .. {1,046 | L041 975 l.6;3 947 1,043 || 1,00% 4o l,t;&;z T,059 | 1,034 {1,008
Year 1035 .. 852 | B36 | Big 360 [ By 852 §24 | Baz | B20 LT B50 | Ay

W 1930 .. oG 853 B4 86y 833 I Byg Bzp ot 848 f51 Ba3
w1937 .. 88 849 | 303 86y 84z 386 868 839 840 55 856 | B6b
w 1638 .| o013 77 | os0 | Baz | B6o | or1 || 8ab | 850 | 85y | 88, | Boz| 8u3
w1930 ., gio{ nor | 955 q16h | BB3 933 az4 87y &7 91t 918 | g0
w1930 .| o7t | o4s] oBx | oag | o923 | 972 | 9bi| 906 | ozo | our | 954 ] obo
o Mar, Qur. | 046 [ oia | o054 ] 921 ] Bos | o043 | o034 ) 8Bz | B89 | ois | o931 ] 930
w June g70 | 941 | ofo | 046 otB | 068 | 063 | 903 | 016 | 939 | 931} o5
wo Sept 073 { 945 | oBo | o47 | 934 ) ovo | 968 | o1 | o028 | Q44 | 56| 00s
w  Dee. | 1008 g81 | 3,011 glo a56 | 1,005 a3g g28 aq46 906 978 985
a4t Mar Q¢ (1,018 o6 | r,041 9949 g6z 1,015 906 236 a3y a74 984 | 952
June 1.010 o0l | 1,044 | 1,001 o771 | T,017 999 940 G52 G744 990 995
QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
ai . . : -
a L) o = g .

Perled. : = - 3 a & : . .
AREE IR N AP RN N
£050eg| F | Eiseyl § i35 2 |.E |3 BEs
g5 ] & 2| & & |k < |wEE| & [5S |A2 |B<w

Kov. 1914 {0} é1x .. . H9g e .- .. .

w102 .. | 923 | 049 973 (n,0258] o34l oar | oBs | 998 [no2s |roae [ 048 | o9z

Year 193% .. | f80 | rBs | 7r6 | 78ub| rbee| B0 Bap | 63| 789 | Boo B3y | By
" ;936 e 804 o2 Boz 8108 7708 803 83n 765 813 818 842 833
s 1937 ..} 837|840 | 840 | 883 Boo | 40 B3 769 | Bga | Bao | 851 | Bss
- 1038 . 852 B4y 851 | goz 8ar 854 85 786 868 849 868 6883
w 1939 .. | 7o | 8sB | 8oy | o618 | 847 | 871 vob | 10| Bob | B7z | 8ar | ooz
.+ to40 .. | goB| B58 | 905 ose| 87| ogop{ o36| B3z | olg | 8o4 3} o024 | 931

1gro Mar. Qte, | 887 | 854 | 887 | gaz | BGo | BES o1z | Br1 | 8og 866 [ got | go¥
\w June oo | Bgo | goo | o4y | By | goz 034 | B26 | o14 | 887 | o018 | 939
o Sept. ., | oot | Bas | ooo| 40| By5 | o906 | 939 | Bad i o923 | Byo | 928 | 935
wo Dee o, 538 | 32| o032 | 973 | 907 | 939 057 | B38| 043 | 023 | ase | 953

ro41 Mar. Qtr. | oso | o3y | 947 | 9ot | ozt | ostf|l ozo| 862 53| o038 | 954 | 065

.. dupe .. 54| o33 | o053 | 908 | g3r | gssf o3| 8721 o7e | o041 | o6y [ oys

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. g é -

o8

| H)

l : ; {8 a |3

FPertod. & . . 3 - 2 E K

£ BRI IR SRR AR R IR R T
r 8 g 2R g K] B -50‘ =3 ‘EE
| S |Zi8|5(F5 215|502 ¢tls8) s |508
d |l |25{@8@|cleejEH | A&} 8| &|B<]|3a |2Ra

Hor. 1914 {0} 7O .. .. .. .. . 68x .. .. . - . 697 .
W 1931 r.008| 1,048] 1,030( 1,045| 1.056 1,020 1,070) 1,667 T,003] g04| 1,031] 2,057 1,013 | 1,013
¥Year 1935 .. Baql1,0rt| Bagl 865 988 BaB|| Bun| B34f poz| Bory Era] B4 832 ] 83
a 1936 L 856| 1,022 Séol 8fa| o33 8yo| 860 Bgof Bi4| Bop| Bsol S50 B50 | B4R
w1837 .. B6o| 1,000] Boo Bor| o7a|l B8B4|| B7s| 8s56] S8s54] 833 8syi 866] 873 B11
.+ 1038 L., 882\ 1,048 900! o134 o57| Boz|| 882 Brz| 865 848| 87s[ Brgf 837 | B4
w1039 .. ot 1,066l o1s| o36| oos| ors|| oo3| 383l groy Bo1] gqoa| Bok) 920 gg

w1040 932 1,009 047 962] 906| 945 o4s| 926 o917 896 036, 36| 857
1930 Mar. Qtr, 902| 1,064] ¢I2 034] 058 ¢I6|| ©018] Bol] Bgo| B86¢| g4l gogl 030 | 927
W June g3z Looz 943 933 g 045fi o938 w21 oo7| 886! 929y p2ol 954 | U5
»  Sept. 941 1,109] 058 965 998l ossll 948 929] 921 goo) ggs 938 953 | 956
W Des . 933\ LI31| 973 o33 n022| 69l o76| o55 oso oz7| b7 06 946 | 983

1941 Mar. Qir. 065 1,148] 537  eor o33 991y oB2l o63) 656 9a5] 0¥6] 973 995 | 982
»  June 9931 1,170| 1,017 1,017| ,052| 1,008 994| 973 971 ©53( wo1 9B5 1,000 | 996

{a) For index-nombers for Capital Cilies, November 1914 t0 1930, 802 P, 22, {¥) Chartera Towem,
{v) Warwick,



Tur AuL Froas (“C” Skriss) Inoex or Rerann Dricws.

Z2I

Retail Price Index-Numbers. (“{ ** Series.) All Items of Househald Consumption.
Relative Cost of Each Group of Items.
(Base » Weighled Average Cost of All Groups in each Town = 1.000.}

1439, 1940,
z T
E : z .
Tawn. § § ) § § s
- . & 23 oa = i 2 =232
EX |go| 21 21 8588 (el 2| 2| 33
€ {88 = T [=&E =2 = '§ F
$8 135 | & | F |esfi g8 | EE 2 | § (3is
£ [H=: & | & |énd|Es (8] & | 5 '8a&
How South Wale—- ¢ 56
. e 300, 255l g9 | ! Looo ¢ 352 | 248 | 21 135 | z,000
N’;wmtle .- wo | 388 | 228 | 201 | 185 |1,000 b 376 | 230 213 xag 1,000
Broken Hill ., .. 418 184 195 | 203 |1000 | 302 | 184 ] zr7| 20% | 1,000
Goulburn 390 220 206 134 | 1,000 EE T 2103 213 183 | 1,000
Dathurgt 383 221 210 126 | 1,000 372 211 230 157 | 1,000
Weighted Average, s Towns| 363 252 199 187 | 1,000 355 243 215 afz | 1,000
Victorla— )
Melbourne . .. 368 239 | 197 x90 | o000 | 354 [ 233 | 2¢0 | 193|000
Dallaray ‘e .. 337 184 214 210 | Lood 351 180 239 210 | L,000
Lendigo .. - 383 1G4 a1o 213 | 1,000 372 185 %35 zob | 1,000
Qestoug ‘e +e 373 222 204 194 | I,000 450 217 22% s94 | 1,000
Warrnamboo) .. . 325 232 201 192 ] 1,000 361 220} z22 1p1 | 1,000
Welghted Average, 5 Townal 368 236 199 197 | 1,000 354 229 222 1¢5 | 1,000
Qusansland—
Brisbane . N 357 22 213 201 | [,000 sz 218 230 200 | 1,000
Toowoombs .. .. 345 228 215 212 | 13000 a4z | 218 | 233 =zo7 | L,o00
Rockhampion .. 375 201 218 206 | 1000 367 192 23% 206 ¢ 1,000
Townsville .. . 377 | 217 | z0% zol 1000 | 368 | 200 | 2= 200 | 1,000
Bundaberg .. e 387 175 2L 217 1,000 381 314 23 Z11 [ 1,000
Welghted Average, s Towns| 361 222 313 204 | 1,000 354 215 230 | 201 | LoOO
Louth Australla—
Adelaige . . 557 226 208 204 | 1,000 347 220 | 227 206 | 1,000
Eadins, cic. .. 432 ItI 231 226 | 1,000 418 108 247 227 | 1,000
Port Pirie . . qoI 183 219 agh | 1.000 387 Iy 226 208 | Looo
Mount Gammbler .. 387 182 215 216 | 1,006 | 320 | I 23¢ ¢ =218 | 1,000
Peterborovgh .. “s 354 104 207 205 | 1,000 380 194 224 203 | 1,000
Welghted Avernge, s Towns | 361 221 208 210 {1,000 35¢ 275 22y 208 | 1,000
Weatern Australie—
Perth, ete. . 375 | =225 =ze3{ 197 |two00 | 367 | =210 | zrg| Ig5|T,000
Ealgoottis, ete. . 360 286 176 16g | 1,000 367 277 192 169 | 1,000
Northam ‘. ‘e 583 224 202 191 | 1,000 375 217 z18 1 1,000
Hunbury .. o a7z 248 200 180 | 1,000 263 240 215 18z | 5,000
Qeraldion o .. 353 55 194 98 | 1,000 346 240 208 137 | Looo
Welghted Average, 5" Towns | 374 233 00 193 {1,006 366 415 217 19z | 1,000
Tasmanla—
Hobart .. .. 366 235 207 107 | Looo 360 228 222 190 | 1,000
Launceston .. . i7o 222 711 187 | 1,000 363 214 az2g 194 } 1,000
Burnie . .. 346 21y zio 188 (1000 377 | 214 | 237 18z | 1,000
Devonpors .e . 300 205 216 180 | 1,000 386 198 231 185 § 1,000
Queenstown . . qof 204 207 181 | 1,000 395 291 222 18z | 1,000
Weighted Average, s Towns| 3771 228 208 193 | 1,000 36y 221 o8 190 | £,000
Waighted J\varaue for 30
Wziuhl ' A 6L “ 365 239 202 14 {1,000 | 355 | 232 220 193 | 1,000
£l \fﬂ'ﬂ” A al
. . 363 | 242 20¢% 194 | 1,000 353 | 235 | 219 193 | 1,000
Chartere Towers (Q.) .. 395 152 21§ 238 | 1.000 377 156 | 233 234 | 1,000
Warwick (Q.) . a7l 185 210 224 | 1000 36z By | 235 219 | 1,000
Port Augusts (8. i ,\ o 405 175 arz za8 | 2,000 398 170 224 208 | 1,000




22 ‘Tez AL Items (“C" feries) Iwpex or RErant. Prices.

Retail Price Index-Numbers : Capital Cities (“C ™ Series). Al Iioms of Household
Consnmption.
{Base of each Group : Weighled average of Siz Capital Cities, 1923~27 = 1,000,)

Period. Bydney. |Melbourne, | Brish Adelald Ferth. | Hobart. cals)::uh.

GroUr I.—Foop aND GROCRRIES.

Nov. 1014 .. 638 616 614 683 746 687 641
w OIS .. 844 B3s 860 858 819 858 84z
w1016 L. 833 791 248 835 854 807 812
IR {15 TR 837 708 825 8og 828 949 836
w 1918 .. 82y 843 882 862 g16 918 861
w  IO19 .. 1,073 975 1,009 1,012 987 | 1041 1,026
w  I020 .. 1,225 1,220 1,117 1,225 1,i13 1,293 £,200

Grour IL—Hovusmne (4 AFD 5 Roowms).

Nov. 1914 .. 758 608 463 611 586 525 640
»  IDI§ .. 780 611 472 574 581 571 659
w1916 . 791 625 467 573 592 |- 574 665
w1017 .. 797 657 492 606 602 586 685
» 1018 .. 832 699 %26 656 619 614 22
w 1919 .. 866 744 604 707 650 746 708
v 1620 .. 980 8oz 634 783 718 904 Bs1

Guoups I. anp II.—Toop, GrROOBRIES AND Housing.

Nov. 1914 .. 680 613 560 658 689 630 644
n 1015 .. 824 756 722 758 734 756 777
PO {112 B18 732 648 743 761 124 260
w o I0LY L 848 748 707 734 748 820 782
w 1IG18 .. Box 792 756 289 746 810 812
o l9l9 .. 1,000 g3 904 904 867 936 934
w 1920 .. 1,138 1,074 045 1,068 973 | 1,355 | 5082

Grovr ITT.—CroTmiNG.

Nov. 1914 .. 755 780 657 756 698 825 754
w1015 .. 8os 207 690 821 760 833 701
. 1916 .. 903 870 779 919 849 940 881
w17 .. 1,009 976 8go 1,049 oo 1041 o9z
w 10i8 ., 1,162 1,103 1,025 1,066 1,135 1,200 1007
» 1019 .. 1,237 1,213 1,192 1,303 1,277 1,344 1,238

w1920 .. | 1,323 1,422 1,274 1,384 | 1,359 | 1430 | 1,365
Grour IV.—MISOELLANEOUS.

Nov, 1914 .. 766 728 728 770 780 699 749
» 1015 .. 798 770 156 8o3 . B2z *70 786
w1016 .. 808 784 766 832 869 280 8oz
w 1g17 .. 839 879 836 883 926 Bos 882
» 1018 .. 088 Q50 931 088 | 1,033 945 972
w 1919 .. 1.059 1,010 963 1,035 1,120 1,006 1,036
w1920 . 1,200 1,181 1,139 1,200 1,202 1,124 5104

Grovrs I. To IV.—ALt 1TEMS or HoOUSEROLD (ONSUMPTION.

Nov. 1914 .. 712 671 611 609 707 G687 687
» 1915 .. 816 268 721 780 755 776 782
w 1916 .. 836 773 608 798 800 783 795
W I9I7 .. 892 - 823 773 832 832 879 847
w 1918 .. 038 890 848 887 885 923 go5
w1910 ., 1,005 o838 981 r,ol8 1,005 5,042 1,022

w1920 .. 1,193 1,172 1,054 1,164 I.I1I 1,213 1,166
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§ 5 Retail Price Index-Numbers, 200 Towns.

1. General.—To supplement the information collected monthly for
the 30 towna apecified n the preceding sections, a special investigation into
prices in 70 additional towns was undertaken in November, 1913. This
investigation was repeated in November, 1914, and again in November,
191§, when the number of additional towns was increased to 120. In
November, 1923, the number was further increased to 170. Information in
regard to prices obtained in November each year relates at present,
therefore, to 200 towns. The results of the first investigation were published
in Labour Bulletin No. 5 (pp. 26 to 33}, and details respecting succeeding
investigations are incorporated in the Labour Bulletine and Reports issued
subsequently by this Bureau.

In jssues of these publications prior to No. 28 of 1937, information was
given regarding movements in the rents of 4-roomed and 5-roomed houses.
While the index-numbers were useful in a general way as a Ieasure of
changes in rents in any one town from time to time, there has been an
inereasing tendency to regard them as an adequate measure of the relative
absolute levels of rents in different towns at any given date. In order to
prevent such a misuse of the figures, and because of increasing doubts az to
the ability of the Bureau, except at prohibitive cost, to ensure that returns of
rents from all these towns shall be based on continucusly representative
samples, it has reluctantly been decided to limit the information collected
to the prices of food and groceries, Should any industrial tribunal desire
further information on house rentals in any of these towns, the Bureau will be
prepared to cousider requests for special investigations by its field officers.

Although the tabulation of this series of index-numbers will be continued,
their publication will be suspended for the period of the war, owing to the
need for economy in official publications.

§ 6. Publication of Prices and Price Index-Numbers.

The results of inquiries into price movements are available in the following
publications :—

(i) Monthly.—A mimeographed statement is published each month giving
index-numbers for Food and Groecries. The Monthly Review of Business
Stdtistics contains annual, quarterly and monthly index-numbers to the
latest available date.

(ii) Quarterly.—A mimeographed statement is issued each quarter giving
the “C™ series index-numbers. The Quarterly Summary of Australion
Statistics contains annual, quorterly and monthly index-numbers to the
latest available date, This publication also confains the average prices of
the items comnprising the Food and Grocertes regimen, for each month of the
last available quarter, in the 30 towns covered by the investigation. The
weighted average rents of 4 and 5-roomed houses in these towns are also shown
therein.

(ili) Annual.-—The Labour Report contains index-numbers over the past
five years, and the monthly and quarterly results for the last available year,
The average prices for the last vear of the items of food and groceries, and
average house rents, are also published in this Report. The Official Year
- Bookalso contains information similar to, but in less detail than that published
in the Labour Report.
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§ 7. Royal Commission on the Basic Wage, 1920.

The Report of the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage is a valuable
source of reference for information on retail prices during the years 1914 to
1g20. It was also largely responsible for the extension of the prices
investigations of the Bureau from food, groceries and housing only to all
items of household consumption. The direct use of the Coramission’s data
made in the ““ All Items * index has already been referred to in eariier sections
of this chapter. The Commission was appointed in 1919 to inquire into and
report upon the following matters ;~—

{1) The actual cost of living at the present time, according to reason-
able standards of comfort, including all matters comprised in
the ordinary expenditure of a household, for a man with a wife
end three children under fourteen years of age, and the
several items and amounts which make up that cost.

(i) The actual corresponding cost of living during each of the last
five years,

(i) How the basic wage may be automatically adjusted to the rise
and fall from time to time of the purchasing-power of money.

The Coramission issued two reports—the first in November, 1920, and
the second in April, 1921. These reports show that, according to the standard
sgsumed by the Commission, the cost of living as at the 1st November,
1920, for a family conaisting of man, wife, and three children under fourteen
years of age, was as follows ;—

Royal Commistsion on Basic Wage : Cost of Living, 1st November, 1920.

Particalara, Sydney. Melbourne. | Brieb Adelaid FPearth, Hobart.
£ s.d ] £ a.d | £ 0.d.| £ 2. d| £ s d | £ o 4
Rent I z ¢o| 1 0 6} o17 ol 019 6| 019 0} DI9 o
Food z 6 9} 2 6 27 2 3 11 2 7 2| 2 4110} 2 811
Clothing . 1 7 ¢l 1 90|l 1 6 0ol 1 8 3j1 70|10 2
Miscellansous . . I I 4 1 om0 1 01 I 1 2 1t 2 3| 1910
Total (@} .. | 517 1| §16 6| 5 6 2| 516 ] sy311] 51611

(e} Welghted Average 3ix Capliale—Es 1358, 64., but no recommendation made.

The corresponding costs of the commodities and services included (which
are fully set out in the first Report) for the years 1914 to 1920 were as
follows :~-

Royal Commission on Bagic Wage : Cost of Living, 1914 to 1620.

Years, Sydney. Melboutne. | Brisbane. | Adelaide. Parth. Haobart.

£ s d| £ 5.4 | £ o d s.d| £ s d | £ & d

1914 31U 37 9| 3 407311 2| 312 93 69
1915 4 1 6| 316 9| 311 3] 319 ©| 317 I 315 1
1916 4 4 6] 317 5] 31310} 319 7} 4 1 2} 315 &
1917 4 ¢ 8| 4 2 2| 3190 3| 4 3 2| 4 4 2 4 410
1918 414 B8] 4 810 4 6 ©| 4 1011 4 o 2] 4 8 6
1919 55 3 418 5|1 41510 5 2 6| 5 © 9 5 o 4
1920 £ 17 1 516 6| 5 6 2| 516 1 5 I3 1I 5 16 II

In answer to the third clause of the inquiry, the Commission recom-
mended that “ a Bureau of Labour should be organized from exiating
members of the Public Service, which should ascertain from time to time
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the rise and fall in the purchasing-power of money in relation to the
reasonable etandard of comfort for the typical family (i.e., such a family
sa ig described in Clause 1)”, After consulting the Commonwealth Statistician
as to methods of collection and tabulation, the Government decided that the
recommendation would be met by widening the scope of inquiries of thia
nature already made by the Commonweslth Bureau of Census and Statistics.

The Commission was concerned principally with ascertaining variations
in the cost of an agsumed regimen, which is described in the Report as the
* Indicator List”. It appeared, however, that the usefulness of the
investigations of this Bureau would have been somewhat impaired had they
been limited in the manner suggested by the Commission. It was decided,
therefore, to apply to a more detailed inquiry the methods of index-number
construction already used in the investigations into variations in the cost
of food, groceries and housing.

It was decided to adopt for food, groceries and housing the commodities,
methods and weighting already in use, which conformed very closely with
those given in the “ Indicator List ” of the Commission. With regard to
housing, the Commission adopted a certain type of 5-roomed house as ite
atandard in determining the amount allowed for house remt, The figures
used by this Bureau are the rents of 4 and 5-roomed houses, and are not
confined to any particular type, but they fairly represent variations in the
rent for the type of house described by the Commission.

Previous inquiries by thiz Burean had been confined to food, groceries
snd housing. It became necessary, therefors, to investigate the prices of
clothing and miscellaneous items. The results of these investigations are
set out in eariier sections of this chapter.

§ 8, Changes in the Regimen.
Since the original compilation of retail price indexes by the Bureau,
the regimens of the several Groups and Sections have undergone some
modifications. These are briefly explained in the following paragraphs,

(i) Food and Groceries.—The regimen for food and groceries was originally
introduced in 1912, and the first revision was made in the Sepfember quarter
of 1932. The regimen in use up to that date will be found on page 13 of
Labour Report No. 23. A second revision took place in the Beptember
quarter of 1930, as part of the general revision of the regimen by the
Conference of Statisticians of April, 1936.* The main features of this
revision are referred to in (iv) below,

(ii} Housing.——The housing constituent of the regimen has also beenrevised,
Originally the rentals of all houses from “ 3 rooms and under ”” to “ 8 rooms
and over” were tabulated, and they were continuously used in the “A”
Series Index from 19Tz to 30th June, 1638, when this series was discontinued.
They were also used in the “ All Items ” Index up to and including the year
1924. From the following year rentals of 4 and 5-roomed houses only were
used in the “C” series index, and in the same year they were combined
with feod and groceries to form the *“ B’ series index.

Since the December quarter of 1936, following on the resolutions of the
1936 Conference of Statisticians, the rentals of 4 and §-roomed houses n
certain towns have been collected and tabulated on a somewhat different
baais from that previously used. The returns in the twelve more important
cities and towns show the rents of individual houses, on the basis of which

* Revisions of collection and compllation methods have occupied a longet pered, and are etill
proceeding,  Yroper precautions are faken to prevent such revisions from disturbing the eszential
principle of continuity.

1405.—2
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variations from a pre-determinated standard are measured. This standard,
the change in which has affected the index-numbers only in respect of the
relative levels of rents in the different towns, and in respect of their absolute
height, was determined by mesns of a special investigation of the 1933 Census
data relating to rentals of all 4 and 5-roomed wood and brick houses ovcupied
by fully-employed wage and salary-earners. This method not being generally
applicable to the circumstances of small country towns, on account of the
greater diversity of average * quality ” of houses, the level of rents in these
towns has been determined from a sample of houses selected by house-agents
in accordance with definite standards laid down. The variations in rentals
from this standard are measured in the same rmaanner as deseribed above for
the twelve more important cities and towns.

{iii) Clothing and Miscellaneous.—The regimen for clothing and
miscellaneous household requirements was originally introduced in 1921, and
the first revision was made in the March quarter of 1935. Details of the
original regimen were never published, but the revised regimen of 1935
appeared in Labour Report No. 26, A second revision took place in the
SBeptember quarter of 1036, as part of the general revision of the regimen by
the Conference of Statisticians of April, 1936.* The main features of this
revision are referred to in {iv) below. Somo minor alterations have since
been made in the regimen.

(iv) The revision of the regimen by the Conference of Statisticians of
April, 1936, was of a comprehensive nature. The Resolutions of the
Conference are reprinted in Appendix XI1. of Labour Report No., 27,

This Conference not only recommended extensive revisions of the regimen
from which the indexes are compiled, but also considered methods of collection
and compilation. As a result of its deliberations, and subsequent discvssions
by correspondence, many improvements and refinements were introduced.

The changes in the regimen were made with a view to Improving the
index-numbers as measures of price variations. They comprised chiefly
the elimination or replacement of articles no longer in demand, or which
experience had shown to be unsuitable media for the measurement of price
variations ; the alteration of umits of quantity in certain cases to conform
with thase in most general use ; the adjustment of the mass-unit allotted to
certain articles to bring them into accord with present-day consumption
habits ; and the re-adjustment of the population weights applicable to the
several groups and sections of the regimen in accorderce with the resulis of
the 1933 Census. Definite grades or qualitics were also established for
each article in the regimen, to ensure that quotations should be given, as far
as possible, for the same article at all times and in all places. Improved
methods of collecting and weighting average house rentals were also adopted
(see paragraph (ii) above).

(v) Changes of the nature mentioned are commeonly made in price indexes
without seriously impairing their continuity. In accordance with established
principles of procedure in changing the regimen (see Labour Report No. g,
Appendix 1., Part IT,, paragraphs 14 and 18), the general level of the index
is taken as determined by the old regimen for the quarter in which the change
is made, and the new regimen is used to measure variations in the price-level
after that date. The linking up of the index-numbers on the old and the
new basis is effected by the usual method of equating the respective weighted
apgregate costs of the old and the new regimens in the six capital cities.

* Revisions of collection and compilation methods bave cccupled & longer od, and are stlll
procceding.  Proper precanticns are taken fo prevent soch revislona from disturblog the esscuiial
ptinciple of contiouity,
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While this involves no break of continuity in the index-numbers for the
six capital cities as a whole, slight alterations of the relative positions of
individual towns are inevitable on account of the alteration of former
gtandards. The effect, however, is more noticeable in the Group index-
numbers than in those covering a combination of groups, wherein the losses
and gains tend to balance out. Thus, in comparing group index-numbers
for individual towns in respect of periods including the dates of change
referred to in paragraphs (i} to (iv) above, the following considerations should
be kept in mind -—

Food and groceries.—These index-numbers are substantially comparable
throughout the period up to the June quarter of 1936. From and including
the September quarter of 1930, the index-numbers for individual towns are
comparable with each other, but are not strictly so with- those for previous
quarbers.

Rent—No chapge was ever made in the method of caleulating the rentals
of “ All Houses *, and consequently these index-numbers were comparable
throughout the whole period of their existence.* In regard to rentals of
houses of 4 and 5 rooms, however, the index-numbers for individual towns are
comparable with each other up to the June quarter of 1936. In the September
quarter, 1930, a change was made in the weighting system which gave rise to
alight disparities not due to rental fluctuations, and rendered the index-
numbers for individual towns not strictly comparable with those of former
periods. The change, however, made the index-numbers for any one town
more comparable with those of other towns. In the December guarter of
1936 the rent tabulations in the two principal towns of each State were placed
on an entirely new basis, which rendered them incomparable individually with
index-numberz of previous periods. This change was also introduced with
the object of making the index-numbers for the principal towns more
comparable nfer se in any given quarter.

Clothing and Miseellaneons,—The index-numbers for individual towns up
to and including 1934 are comparable with those for previous periods. Those
for 1935, aud the March and June quarters of 1936, are comparable for those
periods, but not with the index-numbers of former or subsequent periods.
From and including the September quarter of 1936, the index-nnmbers for
individual towns are substantially comparable with each other, both {rom
quarter to quarter and from town to town, but for individual towns they are
not strictly continuous with those of previous periods.

§ 9. Retail Price Index-Numbers and Wage Variations.

In view of the fact that several *‘ series * of retail price index-numbers are
still associated with the variation of wages, the following short explanation
of their significance is given.

Tt is desirable again to emphasize the fact that the retail price index-
numbera compiled by the Burean are designed to measure the variations in
the cost of the definite regimen of commodities and services covered by each
of the series. The use made of them by wage-fixing tribunals for the purpese
of adjusting wage-rates ia entirely the responsibility of the tribunala concerned,
and not of the Bureau, althowgh the Bureau fully realizes the great
importance of the use to which these indexzes are put in this connexion,
and takes every care to make them as accurate as possible,

* The tabulatlon of the *' A * Serj¢s Index for which these rents were used woa diecontinued aftar
the issas for June quarier, 1939,
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(i) ““ 4" Series.~-The * A’ aseries of indexes cover the items food and
grocerics and the rent of all houses, with the year I9IT as the base (1,000).
This seriea was first compiled in 1972, and -is available yearly for
the six capital cities from 1guI to IQIT, and quarterly for 30 important
towns of Australia from, 1912 to the June quarter of 1938, after which it
was discontinued. ’

This is the series which the Commonwealth Arbitration Court adopted in
1913 to determine the relative basic wage for towns throughout Australia,
and to vary what is popularly known as the * Harvester > Basic Wage. of
1907—the wage (42s. per week for Melbourne) declared by Mr. Justice
Higgins to be sufficient to meet the “ normal needs of the average employee,
regarded as a human being, living in a civilized community.” This serice
has had very little application since May, 1933, as the result of the adoption
by the Court successively of the “ D  series at that date, the “ ¢ " series in
May, 1934, and the * Court” series in July, 1937

(ii) “ B " Sertes.—The ' B” series covers the items food and groceries
and rent of 4 and §-rcomed houses, with the prices ruling in the years
1923-1927 as the base (1,000}, This series was first compiled in 1925, and is
available {for the six capital cities for the years 1907 and I91¥, and for the
month of November of the years 1914 to I920, and quarterly thereafter
for the 30 important towns of Australia. It was designed to replace the
“ A" Beries, but up to date has not been used in connexion with the fixation
or adjustment of wages by Industrial Tribunals. This series appears on
pages ¢ to I3 of this Keport,

(iii) *“ € " Series—The ““ C " series covers all items of household expendi-
ture, viz., food and groceries; rent of 4 and s5-roomed houses; clothing
{man, wife and three children) ; household drapery, household utensils, fuel,
lighting and other miscellaneous items, with the prices ruling in the years
1923-1927 as the base (1,000).

This series was intreduced ss the result of the recommendations of the
Royal Commission on the Basic Wage of 1920, and the regimen adopted was
practically that of the * Indicator ” Lists of the Commission. It was first
compiled in 1921 and is available for the month of November for the aix
capital cities for the years Ig14 to Igz21, quarterly for these cities from June
quarter, ¥g22, and quarterly for the 30 important towns {rom March quarter,
1925 to date.

The series was not used in connexion with the variation of wages until its
partial adopticn by the Commonwealth Court in May, 1933, when that Court
introduced the “ D series of indexes (for explanation of which see next page).
In its judgment of Iyth April, 1934, the Court adopted the * C ' series

_ a8 the sole basis for the adjustment of the wages declared in the judgment.
In jts judgment of 23rd June, 1937, the Commonwealth Court adopted this
index as the basis of the ““ Court ™" series for the adjustment of the * needs ”
portion of the Court’s new basic wage (see next page}. The Court is, of course,
quite free to alter the basis of the ** Court ” series at any time it thinks fit,
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This series, covering as it does a far wider range of commodities, displays
a different relationship between the towns from that shown in the preceding
geries (“ A" and “B "), The series is published on pages 14 to 22 of this
Report.

(iv) The ' Court " Series.—The * Court ™ series of index-numbers was
created by the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration in its
basic wage judgment of 23rd June, 1937, and operated from Ist July, 1937,
Its purpose was to provide a set of index-numbers which would be
published by, and under the direet control of, the Court. It was
created primarily for the purpose of removing conditions which tended
to engender the impression that the Commonwealth Btatistician was
in some way responsible for the fixation and adjustment of wage-ratea,
Its introduction has the added advantage of enabling the index-numbers
to be specially numbered in the manner most convenient for adjustment
purposes, and of enabling the Statistician to change the base of his
index-numbers without upsetting the wage and adjustment provisions
of the Court’s awards. It is at present based on the Commonwealth
Btatistician’s “ C ”’ series index, and is obtained as follows :—The ** C ”” series
index-nuraber {or any town for the quarter in question is multiplied by .081,
and the first three figures on the left of the product are taken as the
corresponding number in the * Court " series. This number itself states in
whole and decimal figures the number of shillings with current purchasing
power equivalent to that of 81s. when the ** € * series index-number is 1,000.
The base of the series is, therefore, the weighted average of the six capital
cities, 1923~27 = B81s. The judgment provides that the nearest whole
number of shillings (a decimal of . § or over being regarded as a whole number}
shall be taken as the ' needs * basic wage, to which will be added the relevant
fized ‘“ prosperity loadings ” granted by the Court, The “ Court” geries
entirely supersedes the * C " series for all wage adjustments decreed by the
Commonwealth Court. A set of index-numbers under this series is reproduced
in Appendix IIL. of this Report.

(v) *“ D" Series.~=The * D " series is 8 combination of the “ A" and
* ' geries, and was introduced by the Commonwealth Court for the
adjustment of wages of those employees who were subject to the full 10 per
cent. “ cut "’ imposed by the Court in January, 1931. It came into operation
from 1st May, 1933, and was devised in order to counteract the excessive
drop in wages occasioned by the A’ series index after 1929.

The series has for its base the ' A’ series index for each town for the
December quarter of 1929, which is varied according to the ratio of change
indicated by the “ C" series index-number for the whole of 1929 and the
corresponding “ C” index-number of the town for the quarter for which
the adjustment is to be made. It will thus be seen that, whereas the “D ™
index for each town from the December quarter of 1929 fluctuated in the
same way as the ©“ C " index for the same town, the relationship of different
towns was that of the “ A " series for the December quarter of 1929, slightly
modified by the difference in movement between the “ A ™ series and the
“ C ” series index for each town since that guarter.

This series has been superseded by the judgment of the Court referred to
under *“C” geries. The index-numbers of this series were published in
Appendix VIIL. of Labour Reports Nos. 24 to 27.
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(vi) Food and Groceries.—The regimen of food and groceries is a
component part of each of the series of retail price index-numbers mentioned
asbove. Details of the regimen will be found on page 3. This index
was first compiled in IgI2 and is available yearly for the six capital cities
from 1goI to TGII and monthly for the 30 important towns of Australia from
1012 to date. An index computed from the prices of food and groceries
only was for a time used for the adjustment of old-age and invalid pensions,
and slso for the adjustment of the wages of members of the North Australian
Workers’ Union above the 2oth parallel. Both these adjustments are now
effected by means of the “C* Series Tndex.

(vii) The “ 200 Towns * Series.—This series is tabulated for the month of
November each year in respect of 200 of the more important towns of the
Commonwealth. Up to November, 1936 it covered the cost of food and
groceries combined with the rent of 4 and of 5-roomed houses respectively,
but thereafter the tabulation has been limited to food and groceriea only.
This table has been used mostly in discussions of suitable relative rates for
country towns, but the index-numbers have not been directly employed by
Industrial Tribunals in this connexion. The base of this table is the weighted
average cost of food and groceries in the six capital cities in 1923-27 = 1,000.
This series has been compiled for the month of November since 1gr3. It was
originally confined to Too towns, but was increased to I50 in 1915, and 200
in 1923. A reference to these index-numbers will e found on page 23.

(viii) Relative Merits of Series.—The relative merita of the various series
of index-numbets have been much discussed, Prices of all commodities
do not change simultaneously nor to the same degree. Censequently, over
short periods there may be differences of some magnitude between the
results ascertained from the different series, but over longer periods these
differences tend to be much reduced.

Thus, taking the movement of the following retail price indexes for the
8ix capital cities over the two periods 19r1 to 1940 and 1929 to I940, as
disclosed by the table in Appendix VI. of this Report, the changes
are substantially of the same order :—

fncremns: Decreaze
per eeut per cent.,
19II-T040. TH20—L040.
Food and Groceries only. . . . 68 . 10
Rent of 4 and 5-roomed Houses .. .. 59 . 9
Food Groceries and Rent of 4 and 5-roomed
Houses {* B ™ Series) . .. b4 .. 10
“ All Ttems' of Household Expenditure
(u C ”» Seriea) .. . R 59‘ .. 7

* Teken back to 1911 from bese 1914 by means of ' A * Series Index.

(iz) For information in regard to the difierent bases npon which the
above index-numbers have been compiled, see page 7.
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§ 10, Increases in Retail Prices over War Periods.

1. Australia.—The following statement shows for the six Capitals
separately, and as'a whole, the percentage increases which have taken place
in retail prices over the two ycars since the outbreak of war, viz., from
September quarter 1939, to the September quarter 1941, inclusive :—

Q" Zerles Index. Lt * Index.
roup Tncrease per cent. Tnoronsy pernweufi;,
SYDNRY.
Lood 0.7 .8
Rent .. 0.1 0.4
Clothing .. 6.8 34-2
Miscellaneous 2,5 13.1
Total . I0.1 10,1
MELBOURNE.
Food 0.z 0.5
Rent 0.4 1.9
Clothing 7.1 36.3
Miscolloneous 2.2 11.1
Tatal 9.9 9.9
BRISBANE.
Food 1.4 4.1
Rent o.1 0.5
Clothing . 7.9 37.2
Miacellaneous I.7 3.5
TFotal LE.1 ‘1L.1
ADELAIDE,
Food 0.1 .3
Rent 0.1 9.3
Clothing 6.7 3L.4
Miscellaneous 2.7 12.9
Tatal 9.6 9.6
Prrmr
Food 1.8 4.8
Rent 0.1 0.3
Clothing . 6.9 33.7
Miacellanoous 2.0 10.4
Total 10.8 10.8
Hoparr.
Food 1.9 5.2
Rent 0.2 0.6
Clothing - 7.0 13.1
Miscellaneous 1.7 9.1
Total 10.8 10.8
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@ * * Series Index. * Groap " Index.
Toup. Incresse per cent. Increase per cont,
B1x Caprran CITIES,
Food . . . . 0.6 1.7
Rent .. . .. . 6.2 0.9
Clothing .. . . . 7.1 34.9
Miscellaneous . . 2.3 11.7
Total 10.2 0.2

The differences in the percentages in the various groups under the two
indexes are explainable by the fact that in the case of the * Group ” Index
the percentage represents the inerease in each group separately, and when
these are subjected to the group “ weights > for the production of the total
“C” Series Index, the percentage distribution amongst the groups of the
total increase is as shown under the “ C” Series Index.

2. International Comparisons,—In the following table, comparisons
ate made for both the present and the last war of the increasés which
occurred in the several countries shown :—

Rotail Price Index-Numbers.
{Foop, Rent, CLoTHING, MisCEELANEOUS HoUsSEHOLD JEXPENDITURE.)

United
Date. suwstrata, | (80| conate. | A0 | R0 | Statenr
{d}: 1614-1920.
(b
1914 Jaly .. 100{a} 100 100 100 100(e) 100
1915 Year .. 114{e} 125 97 108 103 102
16 ,, .. 116(a) 148 102 115 106 100
1917 123(m) 180 130 125 114 28
1088, 132{a) 203 146 135 118 156
19019 149(a) 208 155 145 126 175
1920 o, 170 s .. . ‘.
(a) November. {&) Food, Tuel, Light and Rent. (€} Avernge for year 5g14.
(B) : 1930-1041 (September).

1930— (@)

Septetnber Quartsr 100 100 100 100 100 100

December . 101 109 103 102 101 99
1940—

March " 102 114 103 102 103 99

June " 104 116 104 103 104 100

September  ,, 105 120 105 105 104 OO

December . 108 124 107 106 105 100
194T—

March ' 100 1z7 107 106 106 100

June . 109 129 109 107 109 102

September  , 110 128{) 108(b) 111{¢) Lo5(d)

(2} Food, Rent, Clothing and Miscellaneous Expendlture. &) August. {e) July.



