CowLroTioN oF RErunRys oF ReTain Pricks anp BENTS. E-

CHAPTER 1.—RETAIL PRICES AND PRICE INDEXES.
§ 1.~—Collection of Returns of Retail Prices and Rents.

One of the most important functions of the Labour Section of the Bureau
is the regular collection and tabulation of returns of retail prices and house
rentals.

The retail prices of an extensive range of articles and services in common
demand are collected at frequent intervals from representative retail
establishments in the more important towns throughout the Commonwealth,
The prices of a less extensive range of commodities are also collected at
annual intervaly from most towns of any significant size, the total number
of towns so covered reaching approximately 200,

Definite standards of quality have Leen established for each article in
order to cnsure that, as far as care and effort can make it possible, prices for
articles of identical grade or quality will be recorded at all times and
for all places. These standords, which are incorporated in printed
“ specifications ”’, are closely watched and revised from time to time to keep
them in harmony with changing trade practices and conditions.

The actual collection of the data is carried out, under the direct supervision
of the Btate Statisticians, by specially qualified officers of the Bureau, while
a supervising field officer is provided to assist in the co-ordination of activities
in the several States. The prices of foods are obtained, where practicable,
from about ten retailers in each of ilie capital cities, and from about five
retailers in the provincial towns. Tradespeople and agents are carefully
selected in order to ensurce the supply of representative figures for the whole
of each town, and returns are carefully verified if there should ke any doubs
as to the accuracy of the information supplied. The movement in wholesale
prices of commodities is used as a check when the indicated movement of
retail prices appears to be abnormal.

Returns of rents are made at the middle of each quarter by a representative
nember of house-agents in each town, for brick and wooden houses
respectively, classified according to the number of rooms. The returns
from the larger cities and towns show the rents of individual houses, all of
which are inspected by the Bureau’s field efficers. The returns from the
smaller provincial fowns are in the form of averages supplied by house-agents.
As opportunity permits the system of listing and inspecting individual houses
in provincial towns is being extended.

§ 2. Compilation of Indexes of Retail Prices and Rents.

1. General.—The methods adopted for the compilation of indexes of retail
prices and rents are briefly described in the fellowing pages. TFor a more
detailed explanation, and an analysis of the problems involved, the reader
should refer to the Appendix to Jahour Report No, g, ‘
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2. The “Regimen ’,—The “regimen” from which the retail price
indexes are compiled consists of a liat of those commodities and services which
most commeonly enter into the consumption of the average household. The
regimen is divided into the following distinct Gronps and Sections :—

Group. . Section.
—Groceries.
I. Feod and Groceries .. 4 B.—Dairy Produce.
- - [[C.—Meat.
11, Housing . .. D.—House Rent.

E.—Clothing~-Man.
F.—Clothing—Woman.

I11. Clothing . .. 4 G.—Clothing—Boy (10} years).
H. —Clothing—®Girl (7 years).
J.—Clething—Boy (34 years).

. K.—Household Drapery,
, L.—Housebold Utensils.

IV. Miscellaneous .. **Y M—Fuel and Light,
N.—Other Miscellaneous.

An index (tbe " All Items ™ or ““ " series) is compiled for the whole of
the above Groups, but for mapy purposes indexes are required for each
Group or Section separately. For this reason the following indexes are
regulazly compiled at the intervals shown, and published in this Repors
and other publications issued by the Bureau :—

Groups, Countent, Frequency.
Al
L Food and Groceeries. . . . .. | Monthly
IL Housing (4 and 5 rooms) .. .. .. t Quarterly
I. and 11 Food, Groceries and Housmg {4 and 5 rooms)
o B Series) .. Quarterly
IiI. Clothing .. .. .. .. . . | Quarterly
Iv. Miscellaneous Houschold Requiremnents . | Quarterly
1,I1,III. and IV.| Food, Qroceries, Housing {4 and 5 rooms),
Clothing and Miscellaneous (** C ' serica) . | Quarterly
L Food and Groceries (200 Towna” series) . | Yearly

For convenience of reference several of the indexes mentioned above
have been given the  series” designation shown against them. These
indexses are dealt with in turn in the following pages.

The articles and services included in the various regimens now used for
the purposes of the indexes referred to are shown in the following table -
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Retail Price Indexes—Regimen.
GROUP L.—F0OOD AND GROCERIES.

Coat of
Items in
o | St
Ttem. Vi, [gf’;g{;m remioge o
Melbourne,
Dee. Quarter,
1938,
{8}
SecTion A.—GROCERIES.
1 | Bread, white flour (cash delwered) 2-1b. Joaf . . 100 5.7
1 F]our, ordinary .. . z2lb. . .. 25 i.0
3 | Flour, self-rmsmg z-lb, pkt. .. 12 1.0
4 | Tea .. 1-1b. pkt... 8 2.8
5 | Sugar, white granulated TA 1 lb. 100 4.6
6 | Rice, polished (Australian) 1 k. 8 0.3
1 | Sago, seed tapioca 1 lb. .. X 0.1
8 | Jam, plum 14-1b. tin. . 8 0.7
o Golden Byrup .. 2-1b. tin .. 1 o.1
10 Qats, flaked, loose 1 1b. .. -] 0.3
11 | Raisins, seeded .. .. 1-lb, pkt,. ., 5 0.6
iz | Currants, loose, 2.Crown .. 1 1b. . 2z 0.2
13 | Apricots, dricd, leose, z-Crown 1lb, 1 0.2
14 Peaches, cannect 30-0z. tin 3 ©.3
15 Tears, canned 30.02. tin 1 a.1
16 | Salmon, in tins .. 1-1b. tin .. 3 0.4
17 Potatoes, new and old 2 1b, 18 2.G
18 | Onions, brown .. 1lb. 14 0.3
19 ap .. NN . 1 Ih. 16 1.3
zo | Kerosene, lighting, bulk .. nuart 4 0.2
SeorroN B.—Dairy PRODUCE.
21 | Bautter, factory " choicest ™ 1 lb, 30 6.8
22 Cheese, ordinary, mild 11b. 4 0.6
23 | Eggs, standard, new laid 1 doz. 6 1.2
24 | Bacon, rashers, best middle 1 lb. 12 2.7
25 | Milk, condenzed, sweetened 1 tin 5 0.5
26 Mllk fresh—in ar.m.led bottles or not
botdled .. .. | quart 72 5.8
Secrion C.—MEar.
Beef (fresh)}— -
27 Sirlein {Roast) . 1 Ib. 8 2.3
28 Rib (Roast) including bone 1 b, 22 2.3
29 Steak—Rump 1 b, 11 2.0
30 8teak —Chnek [stewmg) 1lh. 20 1.7
31 Saunsages . 1lb, 7 0.5
Beef (corned)—
32 Silverside, average quality 1 lb. 14 I.5
33 Brisket, rolled - 1 1b. 15 1.2
Mutton (fresh}—
34 Leg .. . 1 Ib. 20 1.8
35 Forequarter 1lb, 15 .8
16 Loin.. . 1lb. 4 0.3
3; %ops—l};»;n .. 1 }b. 30 3.0
3 ODE—. 1lb. 10 I.o
Pork (fresh)—
39 Leg . 1 lb. 3 0.4
40 Loin. . 1 lb. 3 .4
41 Chops 1 lb, 3 0.4
GROUP IL—HOUSING.—S8gcton .—RENT.
42 | Houee Accommodation{d) weels 52(€) 0.0

{a) " B" Series. {8) Four and live roomed houses,

(¢} Per housshold
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Retail Price Indexes—Regimen—continued.
GROUP III.—CLOTHING.*
Maas Maas
No. Item. ?[E:' No. Item. ?“lt
per
capits}. copite).
SRCTION E,—CLOTHING—-MAN.
- 3ECTION G, —CLOTAING—BOY {10} YEARS)—contd,
1 | Buit, resdy-made, Worated {Aue- 0.67
tralian)
3 Tr?:mi‘“::l]‘king, Cotton Tweed 2.00 | 46 O\Lertlafnti rendy-made, Tweed (Aue- | o©.33
rallan
3 Oﬁﬁ::imdv'mde-'f“edﬂu" 0.23 a7 | Cop, Skul, Cloth . | 130
«+ | Hat, Fur Felt (Australinn) s | roo |14 | shiets . . . .
ports . 5 %0
3 | Shirt, Taskion, it o collars oo | 107 |[ 50 | stnaisy, Wool and Cotton (ehort | 1.00
+ - N . sfeevea
2 | Collar, seml-soft, white .. §.00
| Siaglel, Wool and Cotton {ahori [ 1lc0 || 3% | Finelel, Cotton (athletic) 1.00
pleaves) ' i )
%3 | Stockinga, holi All Wool 4 0O
9 Sln let, CQtt.on {nthletic} .00 | 23 Pyjamas, Wince
yette ., . 1 50
"% ge;f;}nt.a Wool and Gotton (ful! [.o0 53 sl?]‘lovetr’ Abll Wool ). 1oz Yenrli o 50
v " 4 oed (for best wear ox enr |ng 1.00
" U‘zgf;f’“““' Cotton ™ Shorts £.00 11 53 | Boota {school), Box Yeatling 1 oo
1z | 3ox, All Wool (faney) . 2,00
13 | Sox, Wool and Cotton (fancy) . 4 00
1 | omdworehies, Cotton | ed
ehief, ‘e . .00
',% ;;E,m;: ﬁ\ﬁn&egre];?: . e 1.50 SgcTio¥ H.—CLOTRING—GIRL (7 YRARS)
7 ullover, 00 . . 1.00
13 | Bhoes {for beat wear), Box Cetf .50
15 | Boote, working, Box Hide . [T
58 | Dress, Wool-de-chine .. .. 1,00
59 e ‘e ‘e .
8E0TION F.—CLOTHING—WOMAN. 60 | Dress, “Cotton .. .. 3.00
61 | Top Coat, Tweed (Aust,rnlinn) ‘e ¢.33
g: Ent ;\'ool Feolt (Aastrnlinn) .. 1,00
3 at, Straw | . - 2.00
20 { Costume, ready-made, Tweed {Aye- o so || &4 . . . .. ..
trallan) 65 | Petticoat, Art Silk . . 1.00
31 | Skirt, ready-made, Tweed (Aus- 1 25 || 66 [ Singlet, Silk and Wool .. .. 0.%0
trallan) gg ?laiilngleb. Aré ‘wt:lk a ‘ Lo o, %0
- .. . nomets, Cotton, eer)‘ inedl .. 2.00
73 | Hat, Fur Felt (Austrnllan} oe .75 || 69 | Bloomers, Art Sk .. z.00
74 l-Iat. Straw e I 50 7o Stockhms, (_:.aslnnerc . 4.00
:g ;:gll:. rg&l&' m:ge. go?gi‘:k . L se ;I }:y]\m\ns, \R\iglgtiai\rtte . . 9.313
3 resdy-made, AT .- 1.50 2 yiamag, AT . . ©.31
27 | Brasslere, Cotton Rrocade . 4.50 || 73 | Pullover, AN Wonl . .%o
28 | Undervest, Wool and Art Sllk . .50 (| 74 [ Shocs (for best wear) I'ntent o, 67
29 Uudotveet, Art 3ilk . .. 1.50 Teather
10 - Art $itk . . .. 75 | Shoes (schonl), Kox Yeatling .. 1,30
.33 oomers. ) g . . 4. 50
32 | Princess Slip, Art Silk .. . 1,00
33 [ Stockings, Sllk . . .00
34 | Stockings, Lisle . . 3.00
3% g}ov&a Enbric .. . z;g SECTION J.—CLOTHING-~DOY (3} ¥YEARS).
3 ovea, Nappa . . o,
37 | Kightdress, Art 80k ‘. . I.50
38 | Pyjaman, Winceyette .. e 1.5G
39 | Dressing town, Art Slk 0.50
40 | Apron, Cotton . . e 6.00 || 6 | Blouse Cont . 1.00
41 ggrdlgan. %Lls:\'ool ). Gines Kid | a.50 7y l’as)taﬁ rgady-made, Tweed (Aus- .00
42 oes {for wenr ace Kic 1.50 ralinp
43 | Shoes (for ordinary wear), Box Calf t.50 || 78 | Overcoat. ready-made, Tweed (Aus- 0.13
tradinu}
gg ]S:[!Intl(ilow | b Cott . 1,33
o ngle ool a0 TLoT . 1 oo
BrOTION G.—CLOTRING—DBOY (10§ TEARS). 81 | Singlet, Cotton (athletic) C 1.00
8z | Sox, Art Silk aodl Taale . 4 00
vl | B e R A <
P O T 3 jover [ .. 050
Frs Sué:.nre?dy-mdo, Tweed (Auvg- t oo || 85 Shﬁst {for beat. \near) Patent 1.00
atian - . ath PR
‘4% | Panta, ready-made, Tweed {Aus- i.00 86 | Shocs {!or ordinary wear), Tan 1.00
, tl:alian} Yearling

* The total cost of each tion 1e itiplied by s section ** welght ' represeniing the proportion of
tos population covered by the sectlon.- ° .
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Retail Price Indexes—Regimen—continued,
GROUP IV.—MISCELLANEOUS.

N Aass Unit Ainss Unit
Ko Ttem. {per No. Item. (per
t hold). Ihousehold)
SgcTior L —Ho D UTENSILA tinued
AReTION K. —HOUSEROLD DRAVERY.
26 | Knlfe, Table {atainlessy o, 10
27 | Spoon, Tea (stanless) . .08
1 | Blanketa, D.B. {pair) 0.0} 28 | Spoon, Dessert {ataivless) . o,08
2 | Mlankets, 5.3, (palr). . ‘o.14 29 | Fork, Toivle (atalnless) .. o.10
3 | Quilt, D.B. Marcelia .. o.13 10 | fHobe, Eleciric Llfht. (gas-nlted) 1.00
4 .. .. e .. 31 | Iton, Electric {full size) .. Q.10
3 | Bheets, D13 (puir} 9.50
6 | Sheots, 8.I%. {pair} 1.00
7 | Pilow 8lip, Cotton 5.00 3ecTion M.—Fugt 4D LiGAT.
3 | Towel .. 3.00
g | ‘Tnble Clath o, 10
1
0 | Tea Towel (yard) #:9 || 32 | Firewood {Llocks) {ewt.) (o} .. 10
33 | Gam, cooking (units){a) .. 556
3+ | Bleciric lighting (unita} .. 90
35 | Electric power {units) {a) .. 130
SgcrioN L —llopegHoLD UTyNelLs.
Amoun;
per wee!
Nyg. Item. (per
11 | Cup and Snucet {Stone Chloa). . 2,00 household).
12 | Plate, Dinnel (Stone China) 7.00
13 :‘llug, Qt:u;;t (Bruwnw{are) .. I.00
I ‘eapot, Browoware {z-pint) . @ 23 Sxerion N —OTHRR MISCRL 1]
15 llas{:’, Puodding (Ename]l)). 6-lnch 1,00 BLLANEO
16 | Tumbler {4-0z.) .. . r.oo
ty | Ketile, Enamel (6-pint} 0.20 d.
8 + Kettle, Alwminiam (6-pint) o 20 36 | Umion Dars o .. )]
19 | Sancepan, Alnmlninm (3-pint) 0.40 37 | lodge Dues . . R
10 | Bucket, Galvimized {1z2-inch) .. 0.20 35 | Medicine N .. 4+
2t | Dipper, Qalvamnzed (2-quart) .. .20 19 | Newapapers . .. {by
1z | Droeom, Millet .. . 0.50 40 | Recrention . . .. s 14
z Broom, Hair, complete (r1-lnch) 9.33 41 | Smoking .. . .. i3
2¢ | Vruah, Serebbing (to-lnch} .. 150 42 'nres ‘- e . [ 1]
25 | Mop, Pollahing, complete ©.10 43 | School requisites e ‘e 3

. {m) Stanlanl inass-aruts.  In cettain provineisl towna where gao and /or electricity are aot waed the
mass-unita differ ftom the standard

(b} A definite basic amount per woek is provided for each of these itams, sud varled in pctordanes
with Regolutlon 2o of the Conf of Statisticians, 1936,

3. The Mass Units.—The “ mass units” or * multipliera” represent
the estimated annual consumption per head or per household as the case may
be in Australia of the wnits of quantity shown. Thus the per capita
consamption of bread in Australia iz estimated to be 100 2-1b. loaves and
of sugar 300 tb., and the consumption of towels per household is estimated
te be three. In the case of Food and Groceries (Group 1.} the “ mass umits ”
adopted are, approximately, the annual average consumption per head for
household purposes of the various articles during the years I927 to -I1929.
In the case of Housing (Group IL), the ** mass unit ** is the multiplier applied
to the weekly rental to raise it to an annual basis. In the case of Sections
F to J, the “ mass units ’ represent the estimated annual consumption per
head of the articles mentioned. In the case of Sections K to M, the “ mass
units ” represent the estimated consumption per honsehold ; while in Section
N-are shown the actual amounts provided to cover the estimated cost of the
services included for an average household. B

It will be noted that the * mase units *’ are all shown on the basis of
consumption per head or per household. " In the tabulation for index-number
purposes, the fignres are raised to a “ total population ™ basis, by multiplying
the nggregate cost of each Giroup or Section by the numbers of the population
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properly applicable to it. Thus Group 1. (Food and Groceries) 1s
multiplied by the whole population ; Group 11. (Housing} by the total number
of households ; Sections E to J (Clothing} by the proportions of the population
applicable to each ; and Sections K to N (Miscellaneous) by the total number
of households. The resultant index-numbers measure changes, therefore,
in the cost to the whole population of the commoditics and services ineluded.

The five sections into which the clothing group is divided are somewhat
arbitrary, but they are those adopted by the Royal Comumission on the
Basic Wage (see § 7, p. 31). The sections for men and women are now
regarded as being applicable to persons aged seventeen years and upwards.
The section for a boy aged ten and a half years is taken as representative
of both sexes from ten to sixteen years; the section for a girl aged seven as
representative of both sexes from five to nine years; and the section for the
boy aged three and a half years is taken as representative of children aged
four years and under.

In estimating the annwal average consumption per head of food and
groceries for household purposes, small adiustments in the crude average
consumption were made in two ways. Consumption by factories, when the
preduct did not go into household use in Australia, was deducted. On the
other hand, the weights given to some foods, such as dried apricots and
canned peaches, cover also the consumption of other similar foods. Foods
of some importance, such as fresh fish, and {ruit and vegetables other than
potatoes and onions, are not included in the regimen, owing to the fact that
comparable prices for a standard grade for these iterns cannot be obtained ;
a further ditficulty arises from the seasonal character of their-production
and consumption. The inciusion of such items, therefore, would impair
the accuracy and stability of the index, and even if accurale information
could be obtained, the index would probably not be materially affected by
their inclusion. In the original regimen certain omissions were made partly
on account of the difficulty of securing comparable prices. Some of the
jointa of meat, for example, are not only insufficiently standardized,
but apmomalies in price are mot uncommeon. In making these oinissions,
however, the appropriate total weight for meat is distributed amongst the
more standardized joints.

. The estimated annual consumption per head of articles of clothing and
miscellaneous household requirements is based lorgely on the results of the
Royal Commission on the Basic Wage, which reported in 1920 and 1g2I.
After exhaustive inquiries the Commission established what it conaidered
a desirable * regimen " for an average working family of five persons, and
set out the constituent items in its *‘ Indicator List ”. This list, so far as
it related to the articles in question, was followed ‘substantially in the original
compilation of the “ All Items * index, but, as old articles were deleted and
new ones substituted, appropriate modifications were introduced. In these
revisions the principle has been followed of redistributing the mass-units
in the manper most conformable to the original findings of the Commission.

The mass-units used for fuel and light are also based, indirectly, on the
findings of the Commission. Until the September quarter of 1936 flat
amounts were used for the miscellaneous itemsa of Section N, their chief
function—apart from a slight stabilizing influence on the index-numbers—
being te vary in-accordance with the Commission’s findings the relative
heights of the index-numbers for the several States. Smce the date
mentioned, provision has been made to vary the amounts set down for three
of these items periodically, in accordance with ascertamned changes.
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4. Relative Importance of the Items and Groups.-—The relative
importance.in the grand aggregate of any item of the regimen will, of course,
change slightly with the variation of prices. In the last column of the
regimen for Groups I. (Food and (roceries) and II. (Housing) shown on
page 3, the approximate relative importance of the items in these two
groups can be ganged from the figures shown for Melbourne for the December
quarter of 1938. The relative importance of all the groups and sections in
the ** All Ttems " (“C " series) index for Melbourne for the same quarber
was as follows . —

Qroup. Section. Pm?é’;gaoég;?m

A Groceries . .. 13.7

[. Food and Groceries B Dairy Produce. . . 10.5 »36.0
C Meat . .. 7.8

Il. Housing . . D House Rent (4 and 5 rooma} . 24.0 24.0
1 Man .. .- 8.0
I Woman .. . 8.7

11l Clothing .. .. G Boy, 104 yeara i.5 9.9
H Girl, 7 years . 1.1
J Boy, 3% years 0.6
K Household Drapery 1.2

. I, Household Utensils 0.

[V. Mucelluneous M Fuel and Light 5.3 zo.1
|LN Other Miscellaneous 13.1
100.0

5. Base Periods of the Indexes.—The base period originally adopted
by the Bureau for itz reiail price indexes was the year 1911. When the
collection of the prices of clotbing and miscellaneous items was undertaken
for the purposes of the “ All Items ™ (* C " series) index, the month of
November, 1014, was adopted as the base period for this series, The
desirability of computing retail price indexes to a post-war base was considered
by a Conference of Statisticians in 1929, and it was resolved that from Ish
January, 1930, the five yvears 1923-27 should be adopted as &be base period.
Commencing with Labour Report No. 2T for 1930, therefore, the retail
price indexes have been published on this base. The aggregate to which
all index-numbers are related ia the weighted aggregabe cost of the regimen
in the six capital cities during the period faken as lase.

Index-numbers on the earlier bazes mentioned will be found in previous
issues of the Labour Report, as follows :—

(i) 1911 Base—Food and groceries; rent of all houses; and food,
groceries and rent of all houses { ““ A ” series)—Labour Reports Nos. 1 to 15.*
Food and groceriea; rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses; and foed, groceries
and rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses { ““ B ” series)—ILahour Reports Nos, 16
to 20,

(i) 1914 Base.—Food and groceries; rent of all houses; clothing ;
miscellaneous ; all items of household expenditure (subsequently
retrosPectlvely revised to include rents of 4 and 5-rcomed houses only}—
Labour Reports Nos. 12 to 16. Food and groceries ; rent of 4 and 5-roomed
houses ; clothing ; miscellaneous; all items of housebold expendlt.ure
(“C 7 seriesy—Labour Reports Nos. 157 to 20,

* Thesn mdex-nunbers appear o the Appendix to cach Labour Beport (Tom Nog. 16 to 28 and alag
in the Quarterly Suminaries of Anstrahan Statistics ap to No. 155, Fune, 1938, |
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The conversion of these index-numbers from one base to another may be
readily cffccted by multiplying the index-number to be converted by the
appropriate factor shown in the following table :—

Group 1911 to 1914 {a) gz to 1933-37 1514 (o) 1g23-27
. 1914 {a) tnagr. 1923=27. forgrl. | to 19z23-22.|to 1914(8).

Food and Groceries .. | 0.87230 | 1.14639 | ©.55020 | 1.758%00 | 0.84116 | 1.55970
Rent {4 and 5 Rooms) .. | 0.94276 | 1.00068 | 0.61161 | 1.63500 | 0.648%2 | 1.54150
Yood, Grocerics and

Rent (“B” Senes) 0.89750 | 1.11420 | ©.57785 | 1.73000 | ©.64384 | 1.535320
Clothing .. e . .. .. 0.75412 | 1.32010
Miscellsacous - - . - a.74801 | 1.33530
All Ttems (“C* Senes) NN .- NN .- 0.6871¢ | 1.48530

{a) November

The results obtained by the above method will, of course, be only
approximate, but the error will not be greater than one point in the umt
figure.

6. The Methods of Tabulation,—The prices (converted to pence) received
from each retailer for each item of the reginien are added together and divided
by the number of individual prices. These averages are then multiplied
by their respective * mass units”, The swin of these products for each
section or group of the regimen is then multiplied by the population factor
applicable to such section or group. The aggregate so produced for any
section, group or combination thereof for the period taken as the base of the
indexes s Tegarded as equal to 1,000, The index-number for any other
period is then calculated by applving to 1,000 the ratio which the aggregate
for such period bears to the base aggregate. The various base periods
adopted for retail price indexes from time to time are set out in paragraph 5
of this section.

7. Relative Population Weights for Towns,—Weighted averages for any
combination of towns or States may be caleulated approximately by
multiplving the index-numbers* of the towns or States to be included by
their population weights, and dividing the sum of the products by the sum
of the mwultipliers. The population weights used In the computations of
these weighted averages for 1934 and succeeding years are as follows :—

Relative Population Weights Used for Different Towns.

N‘; 3::“' Victorla Queensiond.  |[South Australla A\:;::rt;:i‘;, Tasmenis
- - - w o o
Town, = Town = Town. = | Town % | Town, 21 Town |§
s K £ ki s K]
¥ & = = = =
Evdney . |12335|Melbourne gu2iBriabane ao0o0(Adelaide jr3|Perth, ete | 208|Hobart Go
Neweaatle 105[5allarat . 38T woombn 26| Kaddina,ete | 11|Eaig'lle.etc] ir|Launceston| 33
Broken HII 27 Bendigo .. 29| Rockham'n 249|Pt, Pirle 12| Northam 5| Burnic +
Goulburn 15| Geelong ., sotTownsville | 26]/Mt. Qamb'r s|Bunbury s|Devonport 3
Bathurst 10| W nambook ¢ 1Bundaberg | tr{Peterbor'gh sfGernldion $1Queeanst'wn| 4
Total .. [1393] Total .. frroy| tTotal .. | 392 Total .. | 3441 Tokal .. | 240l Total .. {106

t Townswlle ond Bundaberg were substituted for Charters Towers (7) and Warwick {7) in the ** five
towns " tabulation In the March Quarter of 1937,

* The oflicin]) index-juninbersare caleulated by aperating on the * ai.gregntes of the towns concerned,
& proctdure which may produce slightly different reauits from the above,



Foop, GROCERIES AND RENT (B " Sesies) lnpex vr Reran Prices. 9

The weights used are based on the 1933 Census results, and represent
to the nearest 1,000 the actual populations at that date.

The new weights given above produce results which differ only very
slightly from those obitained from the weights previously in use. The latter
were based upon the 1921 Censua results, and were last published in Labour
Report, No. 23.

§ 3. The Food, Groceries and Rent (“B’" Series) Index of
Retail Prices.

1. General.—This index meagures the prices of food and groceries and the
rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses. It was first compiled in respect of the year
1925, and index-numbers were retrospectively computed for the several
earlier years shown helow, It was designed to replace the “ A " series index
(food, groceries and reot of all houses), which was the original index first
compiled by the Bureau in rgrz. Owing, however, to the continued use
of the latter index by Industrial Tribunals for the purpose of adjusting
wages to variations in retail prices, the “ B’ series index never replaced the
“ A7 series n this connexion.

2. Retail Price Index-Numbers: Capital Cities, 1907 to 1938.—Index
numbers computed separately for each section of the regimen, and the
weighted average for all sections together, for the capital city of each
State are shown in the next table.

Retail Price Index-Numbers : Capital Cities. (* B’ Beries.)

The index-numbers given in the separate sections of the table eannot be conipared with each other in
ofder to show the relative cost of housing and food and grocenies, since rach section or combination has
Its own bage, viz , the weighted average eoat for the six vapital cities taken {ogether dunng the five-yearly
penod 1g23-1927 for that scction or combination

(Base of each Section. Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

TowN. ‘ :907.} 1911.' 1014.

192t, l 1934, 10358, 1430, :93;.{ 1055,

' BECTION A —GROCRRIER.

1
Sydney ‘e is s10 574 (53] 1,114 8s1 Brs fisg Bz 887
Melbourne .. .- 461 521 62 | 1,070 758 82y 820 29 835
lirisbane ‘e .. 547 614 Bor | 1,10% Bub B4b B68 869 871
Adelaide .. .. 510 [¥} 548 | 1074 82 804 81q B38| - 83:
Perth .. . 73 ri0 628 | 1,103 846 85z By ot Sar
Hobart .. .. sor 566 0.7 1,087 Bie 8r2 840 81 874
Welghted Average (a) .. 4§90 564 590 | 1,093 Bog 846 846 857 864

SkerioN B.—DaiRY PrRODUCH.

Sydney .- - 551 74 656 | 1,080 7Bo 788 79I 134 Ex0
Melbourne .. o 571 567 Ggs 1,087 718 150 773 arg 861
Brishane e . 495 581 588 983 683 651 709 768 751
Adelaide .. N 548 651 so5 { 1,018 |, Ggo L8 s28 274 8oz
Perth v. .. 704 7313 735 | 1.z52 765 8ot 216 B30 86y
Hobart .. .- 56y 87 605 1,091 665 LY 702 768 foz
Weighted Average {a) . 463 59T 6354 | 1072 239 758 7t 807 Sa3

(@) For Six Capital Cities.
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Retail Price Index-Numbers: Capital Cities—*B '’ Series—continued,

TOWN. I igor. | I5IL. 1914, | I92L, l 1934, [ 935, l rg 56, l 337 | 1933
SECTION C —=MEAT.
Sydney .. . E1EY 5ol G668 abG B2y LETY 581 ob obg
Melbourne . 557 483 663 | 1,030 758 753 Sog 57 gbo
Rrisbane . . 533 488 610 897 647 759 764 823 Baq
Adelaide . 153 541 784 | 1,095 283z Bog 830 §s1 D50
Perih .. .. 785 8z B8z | 1,103 198 788 867 887 026
Hobart .. .- 668 638 e | 1244 861 849 928 g6 57
Weighted Aversge (o) .. 538 522 691 | r010 784 792 Byz az; 048
SECTI0WS A, B aND € COMBINEP.—FpoD ARD (ROCERIEA
Sydney 323 553 646 | 1,062 8123 840 848 565 GO4
elboyurne . E154 523 Gra | 1,063 748 784 8og -£1 BRy
Brisbane .. . 310 560 603 | [,004 727 763 701 B28 83k
Adelaide 332 570 67 3,066 767 78a 798 B2b Bt
Perth .. e 6o 753 }'zg [ 811 Soy 821 B3 49 8o
Hobart . .. 465 59z 628 | 1,133 786 703 B2y 70 L1
Weighted Averags (a) .. 533 559 640 | 1064 83 806 825 LIT 886
SECTION D.—HOUBING (4 AND 35 ROOMB)
Sydney .. . 193 qor 760 989 865 fg1 4210 965 | 1.004
Melbourne . .. 435 s6g 628 8z¢ a0l i50 882 900 938
Brisbape .. 283 373 £66 630 691 220 766 [.F¥] Bqt
Adelaide .. 510 706 655 §oa yo0 736 745 832 8§68
Perth, . . 458 424 sag 739 704 793 Byeg- 861 872
Hobart .. .. 408 FLT 51 881 865 Bg0 aod 899 9L}
Weighted Average (o) .. 497 (183 663 Bbz 10 B39 Bro 912 Q42
ALL 2RoTIONS COMBINED —FO0D, AROCERIES, sND HOUStNG

Sydney .. N 348 6ot &8y | 1036 840 858 878 g0y 4t
Melbourne .. 495 539 616 977 769 o8 835 862 902
Brisbane .- 4412 500 154 877 713 747 74 Bzy 838
Adelaide . . 524 618 671 $75 742 ¥64 rob 826 b6z
Perth 394 P 679 682 8oz 810 849 871 asz
Hobart . 508 542 21 1,044 Bra 8z B36 870 Eg1
Welghted Average (a) .. 120 598 648 991 792 818 844 87z Hoh

(s} For Six Capital Citiea.

3. Retail Price Indez-Numnbers : Thirty Towns, 1934 to 1939,—The
following tables give index-nwmbers representing the variations in the prices
of food and groceries (41 commaodities) in 30 of the more important towns at
yearly, quarterly and monthly intervals. In addition, index-numbers
are given showing for the years specified the quarterly and yearly variations
in bouse rents (4 and s5-rooms) and in the combined prices of food, groceries

and housing.
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. Retail Price Index-Numbers (** B ** Beries).
{Base of each Section (a) : Weighted average of Six Capital Ciltes, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

11

NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA.
Perlod, o = . o '
g ® 5 v B | €| ¢« | s | « {8 i%sa
g 2 8 = g [22=
Bl B 82| 2|2 | 3| 3¢ ¢, it
il el gl dpzalslaldidledless
FooD sHb GROCERIES,
1934 825 | Big o7 815 Soz 827 748 774 783 sio | 783 ?5:%
1935 840 Bba 935 B2z B2y 8413 784 812 800 yo7 16 746
14536 848 Y60 949 841 838 851 fog 839 B2q a6 823 1o
1937 .. 1] &80 | 1,001 fivg 8 8y2 36 857 LELS 834 331 837
1438 o o904 | 925 |1, 933 333 905 | 884 | 382 883 | 8389 | B 4
1938 June Qtr.| 853 91§ | 1,082 915 850 §o8 8r3 a7 &76 858 878 873
Sept. ,, 026 | o413 {1,004 | 048 | 11 ]| 930 | 006 | go1 | gob | oro]| 918 | gob
Dec. ,, 917 | o950 ixrx2s | o058 | 916 | 924 | ogo7 | By6 | o13 | ogre | 923 | gov
9z Mar. Qir | o944 | 973 jriefo | 908 | o4z | o5t ] est| 933 | 938 | 947 | mB | g50
June , 930 | gbz frozs | oot | 938 1 935 | o942 ] a1 | 939 | 043 | 933 943
19
Apcil . a5 503 | 1,080 g7 830 o1 d5b 556 8§64 864 859 857
Moy Asy 910 | I, 022 &34 893 876 LE 2 881 882 897 876
June go5 | 930 [roBo it 036 | go5 | ora 887 | B84 883 | 888 | 888 | B8y
July 923 | 936 |1,084 | 9ag | o521 o927 | 808 | 9oz | Bo5{ 8oz | otl | 8oB
Augusat 930 | 949 |Loob | oss | arg ) gas| 915 [ gob | 914 | 920 | 933 | 915
September 02 015 | 1,102 945 907 g 405 Bob 1L 913 Q13 GO5
ber a18 053 | 1,114 G851 aob 925 407 B8y gog 917 916 H01
Novembher 909 g0 | 1,128 | gs2 914 g1 836 | BBS Y] 014 g1 | Bob
Decetnber .. | gz3 | 038 |13z | o970 | o290 | oaz | 925 o016 § 926 | 9251 944 | 935
1939 .
January 937 | 964 |6344 | 984 | 932 | 43| 931 914 | 97031 924 | 944 | 630
Yebruory . 957 | o8z [1,074 f1,006 | 048 | 965 | o621 936 | o047 | 957 o051 | obo
March . 938 | 973 1,163 (1,002 | 946 | 46| 961 ] 054 | 946 | 961 ] o0 | gbo
April 037 | 975 {5156 | 998 | o044 | ois | o062 952 | o045 | o021 959 | 961
May . 924 | 987 1,144 | 900 | 936 | o3r| a36 | o935 | 9221 o4z 9%z | o936
June | 928 | 953 |robs | oBz | 935 | oaz | ey 931 | 9re | w32 048 | 927
HoTSING—(4 ANP 5 ROOMS),
1934 .. 869 789 052 Bzo 780 :14] 808 652 658 741 8oy 796
193% . 801 830 G4 860 777 831 bso 666 588 812 843 8318
1936 .. 930 257 633 LEL 814 il 882 683 L] 36; g;:‘:— g()g
1937 965 3o [ 6bg | B7 Bio | 047 09 720 3 59 04
lgSB 1004 | BED 730 87 822 985 335 23% 709 831 913 97
1938 June Qtr.| 999 | 857 | 733 | By3 | 816 | ofo | o33 | fos | rro| 845 | 916] g1s
Sept. ., froto | 863 | 38| 873 | 815 | g9t | o3B | 697 | o9 | Bsx | o1y | on
e, ,, [r020 | 876 738 | B3 841 | r,001 943 | oy 707 | 864 o6} pa5
1939 Mor. Qtr. | 1,027 1 B9 | 756 | Byz | Bat |roor | oq0 ) iz | 725 | Bpo ) o016 g3z
June ., Jro33 | 884 5y | 870 835 | 1,018 954 703 FET] 743 416 | 016
FooD, GROCERIES, AND HoUsiNg. .
1934 &0 | H18 B8 | Bir| 74 538 769 1 rio 738 753 780 | 766
1935 858 LX) 83z 833 fo8 857 Bo8 760 766 8oz 82 8os
AR I AR AR IR R R AR IRl
1937 90 5 9 vz 2 | 704 | 79 3 42 57
183 840 | 38 | 243 | 968 | sd7 | 037 | 02| 408 | air| 73 | 98 | o3
1938 June Qtr. | o312 89 043 403 8509 0928 894 a1 Bog 863 o1 838
Sept. ,, 956 | 910! o053 gqer| Byz | osz] or6| Zzo| 827} B85 | 915 | o010
Dee. ., 055 | orr | o7z | o622 | 8853 o3z | oro| Bi6 | Bzr | Bes | 018 | or2
o Mar. Q.| ory [ 034 11000 | 546 | goo | oyr ] o948 845 | 853 o015 | 934 | 941
June , 968 § o3t | o077 | o4t | Bg8 | o064 | o944y B30 | B4B ] 916 | 936 | 047

(8) See explanstory nots at top of table on page o
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Retail Price Indexz-Numbers. (** B ** Series.)—continued.

{Base of each Section (a} : Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
a . . : 5 =2 <
Period. < €2 E g 2 E g g d | = _
H g8 e T 5 &
S| 3|2 | & |2 |ZEE| £ |sd45 &) § | .83k
r & : = E Fo ¥ T |Ts 2 s L oo
4 Be 3 2E® - o~
2 L &lzsl & 12 lexsl % la=el £ 1 § 358 <m
Foob AND GROCERIES
1934 ] 7ar | 604 | 3 Borbi r32cp 730} 67| Bg0 | 795 | 48| 6| rro
1035% . 763 732 fo3 Baoh) 7548 765 780 860 813 777 | Biz 784
1936 701 761 846 &8ob| ¥B1e] r0s 798 874 | - BEy 804 818 8a%
1937 §23 7 363 01 86g 835 826 0T a1 B45 870 832
1938 838 ki a7 93i 884 | 846 | 86 07 | 937 | 8717 | 900 826
1538 Mar. Q4r | 83 787 | 8791 920 | 8yr | B4v | 843 | Soz | o5 865 | 88y | Byy
June |, 33% r07 8o 028 885 844 805 908 931 866 Hol &69
Sept. ,, 848 Boy 884 a3r 889 855 S0 911 g42 374 809 874
. , B3s 78y | 874 f 939 | 8B3 | Baa| 866 | grp| o958 | ooz | ox5| B72
TgagMur. Qtr.| 884 | S4x | o2z | 985 | o028 | Boz | gov | o6s |rmos | aza| o8| o013
June ,, 857 | 822 | gor | gbo | gro| BGG| wo4 | o6o | w97 | oso| arr| om0
1938
A{pnl 330 704 | B72 | o2r | 880 B3o | 86| ooz | wzo| 866 | osoo | B6s
May 836 | 708 | 876 o930 | 885 | Bya| 860 00| w40 | 82| gor | 873
Jang 843 8oo0 8831 933 Sg0 Bso 865 904 935 330 Boy 863
July 245 Bog | G883 ] o4r | 8oz | 833 868 | oo7 ] ngo| 800 | Boy| 82
August 854 806 880 038 8aq 860 B2 o138 046 881 LT BB
September . 536 800 875 034 &8aq 852 863 0B 050 881 a2 869
October .. B39 7oL Bay 039 882 847 862 gt4 049 883 fo5 867
November .. 82 781 863 935 875 Bia Bho ars us0 907 010 866
December 843 | 794 | 881 | oub | 8oz | S50 | By8 | o928 avs| ogro| gar| 88
7930
January 868 | B0 | o914 | or3| o1z | B70| 888 | o046 93% 914 | 033 | B
Februnry B0 850 931 0992 040 Gob g1 a78 | o1 9209 | 1,004 o021
March 857 843 a3 08g 933 g3 919 a1 | 013 0z7 995 928
april 883 | 8350 2z | 0820 o34 | 89z | 0| o971 |twos| 930 | oBG| o924
May 848 1 815 | Bgy | os2| oot | Bs8 ] Hpo | o960 | gos | 0¥ | ors| oor
June 838 Baz 584 b dob 848 oz 466 agt g4I Qrc Bg0
HoOSNG—{4 AKD 5 RooMS)
1934 691 732 508 5150 dz25¢| 681 700 388 598 | 623 | 633 684
1933 720 | 746 | 506 | s30b| Gase| joz | 736 333 625 | 6261 663 | 79
1936 .. 766 798 | Go8 510b 6foze| 748 79% 381 629 Gyb a1 773
15317 .. §z2z 840 728 3;4 75 810 83z 371 659 685 237 8od
|3§n . B4 834 | T4 | BST 26 B28 | e6B | 3286 | 620 ) 687 | 73D | @43
1938 June Qtr B3h 819 746 858 T3 By 865 380 L3I0 [0 717 840
Sept Bag | 856 | 4y | B850 | Bax | Byr ] Brx | 3Bo | 6367 686 | var i Bay
Dee. o, 849 a7 750 Boo 645 835 878 388 G3g 6358 745 B85z
1939 Mar, Qtr 852 848 753 Bbo G638 839 88y 188 7ol 688 247 857
June | 853 836 753 861 638 830 838 338 4 685 748 | 861
. Foop, GROCERIES 4RD Housing.
1994 . 713 705 | o5 | roab| 6oqc| 712 742 } 6B | a5 | ror | 46| 70
193% + 747 737 730 7300  yi6e 745 764 6%4 746 733 759 761
1036 781 77a | 15y radl gerel prz | o796 . 6Bl yrs | w5 i 793 ) 798
1337 H2q f10 Bob 877 752 823 826 602 Br1 750 16 821
1838 . 838 806 | 825 | 900 | T8I 837 B62 | 702 | 818, BOI | B36 | 855
1938 June Qbr.] 834 | Bo4 | B26 | Boo | rBo | B34 f B3| 7oz | Bay | o4 | 834 | 856
Sept. .. 845 814 310 00% 791 Ba4 86 705 &0 799 834 46
Dee. ,, 839 8oz 8z3 906 788 838 Bég 7IG 8r1 817 By 852
1930 Mar Qtr.| 3% B4z 854 934 813 B6g Bah 738 8Ly 830 887 88g
Tune ., 853 326 341 019 802z B33 855 7q0 | | BEX 844 586 869

(#} See note nt top of table on page 9.

(4 Charters Towers.

(c) Warwitk.
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13
. Retail Price Index-Numbers. (*“B ** Series)-—coniinued.
{Base of cach Section (a) - Weighted average of Six Capital Cities, 1923.27 = r.000.}
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA, [ -
£g |
a g iZ |3
Perioil. : . 4 ; i =
§le e 813g| 2|8 o] 8 2 |2s8]2s[age
] =2 = = - = ] E |aFe]l == o)
gl 5| 2| 2% |55<| 515 )E(¢8|¢£ g?g B3 1525
& |l @l =] 51 & teZxl g1 31 &1 & 5 lzzél 25 1283
. FooDh a¥D GROCBRIRS,
1934 bor i 087 | Byyp | 846 | 81y | B23| 786 765 | jos| o5 7 8oo | 784 TAI | 86
1035 821 977 85z f50 846 B34 792 78 830 Bof 90§ ror | BO6 810
1935 853 | ag% 868 864 | 910 g66 | H2y{ Sob | 8i7 | 83 868 B4 | B25 | 828
1937 881 | 1,012 928 Sar ab1 892 870 857 302 331 3:7 ] 851 854
1638 899 | 1,049 | 935 9?8 925 8l 580 | 889 16| 908 76| 88| 856 | 890
1438 June Qtr.| gof [ 1,058 943 L1 Y o036 920 878 883 01z e afo 88x 870 83
Sept ., go7 [ 1,008 | 043 | ge0 | o3 o0z0 | 874 | .895| o1 | oo | 58z | 888 o4 | g07
Dec. ., 398 | 1,061 936 933 oI o1t Ba4q o7 924 922 agy 004 99 94
1939 Mar Qtr G931 | 1,002 956 950 947 944 413 913 932 o9zb | 1,012 918 935 B39
June .. 950 | 1,095 982 il 945 962 9z1 g1i 30 436 | Loz4 g4 025 20
193 . .
April got | 1082 938 807 932 aT4 Brr 874 gof 8oz 0y6 881 6y 873
Moy . gog [ 1,0%7 G45 oz1 044 B2 880 BB 1% 002 a8o 888 648 882
June . 913 | 1,065 946 025 932 a5 876 889 g15 Qo% 084 BEA f8g 893
July 902 11,066 { g44 | 940 | 939 | £17] 869 | Baz | gz0| go7 [ o979 | 884 Boo| oo3
August 905 | 1,076 a4t 938 930 ga2 876 o8 022 914 286 8g0 910 913
September a0g | 1067 G40 41 a3F T3] B7r 8g6 oI Qa0 afit 8g0 902 oob
October o7 | 1,003 939 g4z q28 920 38 898 0zb 911 993 8oz 898 g0z
November .. 38 056 | 631 gat 9oL goz | Bot | goB | g=z3| o36 |rooo | go3 | Boo | Ess
December . 898 | 1,065 939 9z7 az4 012 912 o916 924 919 099G 017 (103 S14
1939 .
January qIQ | LOF7 949 93z 934 o2y 503 905 919 913 | 1,001 9ol g2t 925
Tebruary 940 (L30B | 971 | o047 | g8z | o53| 917 | og21 | o942 | g4t 106 | o3| 947 | es50
March 942 | 1,001 gr8 97t 955 054 920 NIz a3s w25 | 1,020 ar2 a38 942
i\tgril 961 | 1,104 1 991 | o8 963 1 o7z | g2z | orp| o4r| 37 |n028 | o35 938 | 943
¥ 244 | o0 984 a7 952 056 a5 917 940 937 | 012 97 arg 0%
June 945 [ 1,093 971 97C 051 957 Q17 913 937 34 | 1,021 921 9I6 020
Housmng-—{4 A¥D 5 Roons).
1934 704 Hol 781 Fek 925 Hos Bs " 657 68z a6 i3 ¥ Bio 798
1935 793 | 1,050 267 810 040 813 89 b 608 736 730 fa6 B39 828
1936 . 844 | 1,174 704 886 | 1,010 By2 503 811 750 726 755 858 875 866
1037 . 61 | 1,30 Boo 8 1,064 L 5 B26 Bré 72 738 861 Lz 897
1338 . 872.| 1,31 a9 393 1,055 1 ﬂ?g 838 | 830 7 788 875 42 | 925
3938 Juna Qér.] 81 | f,321 B8o a%t | 1,054 gi0 g1z 836 B30 752 287 873 038 g2z
Sept. ., 873 | 324 | 875 | o095 [nese | s1z | o14 | Bagy B3o | 757 7o | 876 | 9461 o939
Deec. . 827 | L3517 880 gg2 | 1,055 | 9135 ot7 | B4s | 831 757 { Hoj3 8Bo | 9531 936
1939 Mar. Qtr.] 878 | 1,317 883 | 1,003 | 1,058 416 az0 847 831 757 303 882 959 a4t
June ,, 881 | 1.331 886 | 1,000 | 1,006 QIR 9z4 840 830 763 803 885 gb3 946
' Foop, GRocEkIiEE sND Hovsing.
1934 | Boz | oss | 8as| Beo | 855 | 86| Bau | #E6 | F45| 754 | 830 | o4 | ror ] Too
19315 e 810 | 7,003 822 836 870 826 | 827 735 785 783 | 843 811 818 | &6
1036 - 349 1,053 gss 873 945 36? gsﬁ goy g;g 20 2;4 g 3 344 gé;
1937 . 7 |13 99 24 0 7 43 24 4 5 72
1333 . Be7T | 1,152 LIT] 345 3?2 983 B9 867 ;| 860 ) 846 | 900 | 862 ] 406 | 902
1938 June Qtr, ng 1,138 016 043 980 al4 88q 863 A78 840 a0z 870 00 896
Sept ,, 89z | 1,168 | 915 | o050 | 978 | o15| 888 | 8m | 8B 848 | o905 | 8Br | o8| o1y
Dec., .. 888 (1,159 a1z 54 969 g1t gor 881 88 856 | o019 8oy a8 | o1y
1930 Mar, Qte o8 1,177 031 968 qB8 93t ql4 885 8o A58 020 LY 943 938
June |, gz1 | 1,181 042 984 906 943 Gz0 888 895 866 936 ao? 438 934

(s} See note st top of Lable an page ¢
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$4. The Al Items (**C” Series) Index of Retail Prices.

1. General—This index measures the prices of food and groceries, rent
of 4 and 5-roomed houses, clothing and miscellaneous household requirements,
and for convenience of reference has been designated the * All Ttems ™
{**C " series) index. It bas become more important in recent years becaunse
of its adoption by the Commonwealth Arbitration Court from Ist May, 1634,
for the adjustment of wages controlied by that Court. It is used at present
as the basis of the “ Court ” series of index-numbers adopted from July,
1937, by the same Court.

The compilation of this series was undertaken by the Bureau following
a recommendation of the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage, which
reported in I9zo and 1921. A short account of its inquirie2 and findin
is contained in section 7 of this chapter. The Commission itself had collected
data on prices in the capital cities for the month of November, 1914 to 1920
inclugive, In consequence, the Burean comumenced its own more
comprehensive inquiries in the five principal towns of each State, as from
November, 1921, and continued them at qunarterly intervals thereafter.

2. Retail Price Index-Numbers : Capital Cities, 1914 to 1820.—The
table published on page 24 gives index-numbers representing the variations in
the prices, in each capital city, of (1) food and groceries, (1)) housing (4 and 5
rooms), (ii) food, groceries and housing combined, (iv) clothing, (v)
miscellaneous household requirements, and (vi) all items of houschold
consumption combined, in the vears 19I4 to 1920 inclusive. The index-
numbers for the clothing and miscellaneous groups for vhese years were
compiled from data collected by the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage.

3. Retail Price Index-Numbers: Thirty Towns, November, 1914 to
June Quarter 1939, The following tables give index-numbers representing
the variations in the prices, in 30 of the more important towns, of (i) food
and groceries, (i) housing, (iii} food, groceries and housing combined,
(iv) clothing, (v) miscellaneous requirements, and (vi) all items of househoid
consumption combined,

Food and Groceries.—Retail Price lnde.x-Numbets. {*C " Series.}
{Base : Weighted average of Siz Capital Cities, 1923.27 = 1,000.)

NEW SQOUTH WALES. VICTORIA.

Perlod. s | F g : . 2 . E: ..
s |3 15 |5 18 [Baf sl s 3 |34

e |35 | E [ 2 B E S| 2|5 | 53
2 g c 2 S IvEd| B3 | 3 H T | 4% |F8:
3 w | & & g lgk=| 2 | & 2| & (BRI

Nov. 1914 {6} 638 P . .. .. . 616 .. N . .. ..
» 1031 oba | orr i o7y 950 | o035 | 964 923 | 928 | 93¢ | 94r | 048] o4
Year tozs .. Boo 799 880 785 779 8o1 Fas 73z 733 738 746 18
w 1934 .| 825 | 834 | 917 | 815 | 8oz | 827 74 774 | 783 280} 3] 3t
w 1035 .. 840 86o 935 81z 824 843 784 g1z Bon ?97 816 »86
w 1936 .. 848 86z § o940 841 838 851 8op | B39 | 824 823 810
» 3937 .. 868 8Be | 1,001 874 fs5 Byz L.ETS a5y 831 34 834 81y

w 1938 .. | 904 | o235 |rosz | 933 | 898 ooo 834 832{ BBp|} 8 Bor | &l
1938 June Qtr 8az 918 | 1,082 G215 fo0 808 ir3 Byr 826 878 878 8n
v Sept. ., 6 943 | [,004 948 911 LEL Hob 901 906 910 018 w0b
n ke, 917 | 9%0 [r,028 | 958 | o016 | 034 gor | 898 | or3] ove| o253} oo’
1939 Mor. Qtr. [ o4q } 973 [L160 | 908 | g2t o5t o5t | 933 938 | 947 | 048 «gse
W June 930 b o6z i1a21 | o9, 038 | 936 942 | o41 | 9201 9451 o531 o042

(@) For index-vumbers for Capital Cities, November, 19013 t0 1930, 22¢ pPage 4.



Tug Ars lreMs (¢ O Swrivy) Tvnex oe ReTalt PRICES. 15
Food gnd Groceries.—Retail Price Indez-Numbers, (*C ** Seriea)—continued.
{Base: Weighled average of Siz Capital Citves, 1923-27=1,000.)
QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA,
2 F] b 2 B .
. : = = - < 2 . .
Festod. gl 5| S1% | £ |Zagll & lacd| 2| 5] 538
S0 |43 8| \BEE| 5 1522|515 5
2 ] 2| 5 | 48] £8 1984
& | 8 |82 & | & |z25| % jMax] & | EC | &8 (Baig
Nor, 1914 {a) Gy . s . . .. 683 . . . . .
w 1931 .. | 955 | 895 i 04n | 98rb| 936¢| o950 || 04Tl 945 | 968 | 923 o9y | o943
Tear 1933 11 G678 749 | Bozb| #2re| o6 731 8oz 750 4% | 273 735
w1934 727 | 6o4 | 266 [ Bopb| 7aze| 730 267, Bge | o5 | st o6 | 7ro
w1935 263 732 803 840b| F54¢| 65 780 860 813 777 Bz 784
. 1936 . 01 761 546 | BBob| FB1r] 703 298 1 Bog A6y So4 838 | Boz
EPR - S 828 794 863 | ogeor 860 835 B26 | gor | gtz | B45 8ro | 832
W 1938 838 | o4 | Br0 | 931 | BBy} 846 861 | go7 | 937 877 | 9vo| 866
1938 June Qtr, B3 797 88a g18 11 844 863 G035 031 566 a8 86y
w Sopb. -, 848 | Bog | 884 | ga7 | 835 | B8ss 8701 on | gazl| 874 | 8og | 87¢
» Dee 835 | 780 | 874 | o030 | 883 ) 843 | 866 | o1g| o058 | o3| 95| 872
1pap Mar Qkr. 884 841 gz2 aBs5 a28 8oz Q0% g6y | 1.00% 923 o8I qrg
w June 357 Ba22 Qo1 g6o (340 866 a04 664 997 950 977 9o
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. o g g
55 15
b - 2 i 2 NIl -
. . o 3 i - N
rat. 1 BEAER) g ol s e L ), E| S 38 f 34
N 4 N - EE=
sE122| 2| 2| 2 |5s)| 5| | £ 2|3 8|58 558
BEiS8| 8| E| S 2=l 2| 3| 5% 8Bl ex|25%8
gLEleg| s |2 | S |ex|le | S| 2|8 & |xx 235|283
Mov. 1014 (a) 746 . .. . .- 687 .. .. . 641 .
W 1027 v.003| 1,120 1,054| 1.,040] 1,021| 1,033(| 1,027| os5B8| 1,108} ag6| 1,07y t,orr| 950 054
Year 1933 .. | 737) 036 Boz| ros| zho| gyy|l 73y 736| 764f 66| 873 s6| 754 | 754
w H034 . Boyy ¢B7| 845 Ba6| Bry| Bz2s|l 86| +6s| o3l ras| Sou| rb4| 783 786
» 1935 . 8z2| o72| #352] 8sop 846) B34|| 292 789| 83n| BoBj oox| 7oy BOG | BIG
o 1936 B53] 998| 808; 866] gto| 66| 2z7| So6| Bay| B3:| Bol| 824 825 428
w1937 88rf 1.012] 928! 891! ab&1| Bgyall Brol As7| geo2! Bor g27l Brol 851 854
. 1938 Boo| 1,049 o35 018 o235 otr|| BBo| B3y g15] ooB] grs| 80| 886 | 890
1938 June Qir 008 1,058| 943] o914] 936 g9z0| 878] B883| o1z| ooo| oBo| B85 879 283
W Bepb. go7| Lo68| g42| o040 o3y o20f Br4f Bos| o2r| gro[ oBz| 888 94 9207
s Dee, 898| 1,061] 936 o33] o013 91 854 oc?| o924] o2z] 9o7| o04| 899 a0
1539 Mar. Qtr 031 1.002] 966] asol 047 44| w13] ats] ¢s3z| o6 rorz| 18] 935 | 939
. dune g50f 1,085) o¥z| 977 955 962|| ez1| ars| o039 o036 Toz4l pz4) 32T | 620

{a) For index-numbers for Capltal Citkes, November 1914 to 1920, see page 24.

{¢) Warwick,

(b) Charters Towets,



16 Tug AL Items {“ C" SERIEs} InpEx uF RETAIL PRICES,

Honsing (4 and § rooms}—Retail Price Index-Numbers, {** C** Series.)
(Bose : Weighted average of Siz Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA.
Period. s | F g i e . g :
. = 2 - & = o s P -] £
s13 s |2 B8 5 8|82 |8 38
2, 8| 2|3 ] 2 [F%a) £ 5| 3|3 |53 988
gl=zla&a]| s Q& |k<zl| @ | & B |2 (22 [Bap
Nov, 1014 {8} #58 .. .. .. ‘e i 608 . . .. .. ..
w 93T .. |Looo | 885 | $s9 | BBr| 596 | 966 || 845 | 470 | sz7; 068 | &8s | slp

Year 1933 .. { 864t 779! 630 | Brz | 78r| 850 | Bor | 636 | S4r | z2r| g5 | 785
w 193¢ .. ] 86| 7Bo | 642 | B20| 7Bo | 857 || BoB | 632 | 658 | 241 | 803 | 7eé
w 1935 .. 891 | B30 | 644 | 860 | 7| 8Br 850 | 666 | 688 | Bz | B3| 838
w 1936 .. | 930 | 857 653 By0 | Bra | o8 || B882) 683 | pez | 861 | 836 | 8bg
w1937 .| 965 | B30 b6g | 873 | Br6 | oy || o9 [ 699 | 20| 836 | Bso | Boq

» 1938 .. l3004 | 860 | 7aoy Br3 | B2z | 085| o35 | Go5 | voo | 851 915 | 017
1938 June Qbr | ooo [ 8sy 1 733 872 | 8161 oBoll o334 695 | zie| Bas | e16| g1s
> Beph. ,, 11010 | B63 | y3B | By | 815) so1 |l 938 | Go7 | oo | B5L 915! 931
s Dec. |, |1020 820 738 873 341 | 1001 a43 Ggy 707 864 916 925

1930 Mar. Qtr. | 1,027 879 756 872 241 {1,007 949 713 715 870 a16 932
= June ,, 1033 | B8Ba | 7sr| 8ro| 835 |1014 954 1 713 | 723 | 875 16| 938

QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALJA.
] i - -]
. P-1 @ -] 2 .

Teriod. . - = 2 o 82 % & . . -

s | 8 g1 T | & (22 S 148l 2| & 1 3§

20 || 2 2 |BF3 282K =) 2 (23|58
= 2 oE] ¥ E (g2 3 a ("ol B .8 Bl

= -3 C - < = |F=3 ] j =Rt =3 o § > 2
-] | -] 2] = =t g - (3= - =3 a8 | N

Nov. 1914 {0) 483 . .. 611 .. . .. . ..
W E923 .. | 630 | Sar | aro | s2Bb| Sase] 594 Big | 566 | 6oy | 49z | 566 | 28«
Yeur tg3y .. [1:7] 0B | s67 | =si7M| GIoc| 666 604 379 | 6er 610 | 710 676
w 1034 .. | 691 | 732 | s95 | Sish| 625+| 6B o0 [ a8 598 | 623 | 653 | 634
w  Igasy .- rio 746 596 5308 G452 Foy 7ab 191 615 626 663 71
o 1938 L. 766 | 798 | GoB stob]  Gaze] 748 795 38 629 | 648 | rn1 77z
w 937 .. Hazz B40 728 B44q 575 810 83z 371 659 685 737 08
. 1ozl .. 841 | B34 742 ] Bsy | B26 1 Bab 868 | 386G ] oBo | 687 | 239 | B3
1435 Fune Qtr. | 836 | Big 246 ) Bs% Gz Bzg fi6s 3891 6BG | 686 | 93¢ 840
a Sepb. ., B34 | 856 | 747 | Bsg | G4r 831 873 | 380 ) 686 | 636 | #3r | Sa7
o Dee. 840 82y 750 | Bfo | h4x 233 878 388 [ 489 | 688 [ 745 85z
1935 Mar. Qb | 852 | 848 | 33| 860 | 638 ¢ H39 | BBy 388 | yor | 688 | gay | RS
. dune o, 853 | B38| 753 | 861 638 230 888 388 | voy | 085 748 861

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA, g &

— B

. g . o F - g Pl
Period. |2 82 4 [ x| § gl 1| %) 3 (38| 3B [ges
o Sa 2 E] = - ] g x 5] - =y ER |22d
gR125| €143 188y 2| ¢ B2 |8 |Bk 302

C ] L= [ o
gEles| 2 (2| 8|22 2|28 |8 )5 (5% 25 Zas
Nov, 1914 {a 88 .. .. .. . L5111 . .. .. .. . 648 .
o I92t .. | Fs4| 78| 16| 64 rrol ool B0l 678 z204] rsol 493 r2p| 677 | 822
Yoar 1943 .. | ros| Br6l 986 7yl qurf Gooll 860l 7ryo| 678l &v8| doggl 2ral 804 | 7188
- 1934 .| 704 901l 7By =275| gzs| Bosl| B6s| ool 657 68z yoo Bryl &ID| 708
w 1935 .. ¥o2| 050 67| S10| ogo| 813 Bog| F7 698 7ab| 7yo B36] 839 828
» 1036 .. 844/ 5,374 704 886/ rore| 872|| g0 811 7s0| 726 255 B58] BY9 866
. 103F .. 861| 1,300 860 ¢83{1,064] oorll Boo| Ba26| Br&| ra2a| o8| B6r| SIZ | 897
» 1038 .. 872\ 1,310 879 o04{ 1,055 orxl ot3f 838 Bio| 56| 88 Srs| M2 92§
1038 June Qtr, | 87171,321] 880 o004 1,054] 10} orz| 816 &30 7s2| 87 373 938 922
»  Bept. B73 1324|873 oos|1.084) orefl o14] Bsg] 830] ysr| gor| 876 6 | 620

W Dee. B771 1,317 88¢y oozl T,058| otsl o017 845 8ar] izl Res| 880 0958 | 936

1939 Mar. Ctr B8l 1,317 883 1,003} 1,058 916! azo| 847 Ba| 757| Bo3z] 882 059 | o4
o Jnne . 83111,3:1 886] 71,0000 1,066 gxgI 924 B840 830 63| Bozl 883 963 46

{q) Far index-numhbers for Capltal Citiex, Nuvember 1914 to 1920, Be¢ page 24, (5} Chartera Towera,
(€) Warwiok.



Tre Are ITeEms (' C" Sgeizs) InpeEx of ReETam Prices. 17
Food,GrooexiesandHousmgcombm (4&nd§rooms)—ketaﬂhmh&e:-
Numbers. {(“B*{d) and ** C* Series.)

.- (Base : Weighted Average of Siz Capital Ciltes, 192327 = 1,000}
NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA.
Period. ) K o g 2 |Es g - 4 o £ Ts4
F g B2 F] = 2
LB B2 | 2555 2|5 2|5 |E; |5
k=1 S =4 F) sfal 3 2 g o ."§ L2
" 4 -] = 2 |z=zi = & o ;o EXTS
Nov. 1914 (a) 680 ve .. .. .. . 613 .. .. .. | ..
w o t92t .| 977 | 944 | 825 oz6| Brs| obs | 893 | 769 sBo | 844 | Bss | 866
Year 1933 . B2z | ox | 28] 704 | 78 B1B 743 ) 606 | 9B | 3z | s6r | 738
w1034 .. 540 32 818 817 o4 838 769 730 738 753 289 766
w  I935 .. 838 85 §32 Bas 808 | 837 8cB 760 | yoH boz 826 | Bos
e 1936 .. 878 8s 837 B4 1103 Brs 835 780 i Bz5 Gz27 831
o 1937 .. 904 858 Bag §72 B33 8o 862 794 208 833 842 Bsy
w1938 941 | Bo8 | o048 | go8 | 867 ] g3r| ooz | BoB | Bry | 873 | Bp8 | Bos
1938 June Qtr. | naz Bgo | naz| oo3 | 830 | g2 B9y | Bo1 | Bog | BG3 | Bor | 858
» Sept 956 9I0 953 917 B72 0y 916 820 | _Bay 885 ars5 H1o
n Dee LLE 17 a7z gz2 885 a5z 019 816 831 895 gi8 812
1939 Mar. Qtr. | o974 | 934 |1000 | 046 guo| oyr || 048 | By53 Bea | o013 | o34 | aar
W June ,, 968 | ¢31 | 977 | o04tr] -Bo84 06a-|} 044 | B50 ] B48 ] 016 1 036 | 037
’ QUEENSLAND. ' [ S0UTH AUSTRALIA.
: T -
Patiod. 2 2| B B 8. ¢
o =] = i =] & - = ‘" - i 3
AN AR R RN
A o & = 8 goa = 227 22 1594
=1 & 183) 2| 2 [Fa8] % |85 & [z8 |88 |£ES
Hor. 1314 (0) 360 .. . e . . 658 . .. .. .. ..
w1931 .. [FEY bk Fris S20b| 7o4o; By 898 811 kTS 70 844 Bdy
Year 1033 .. G0 [1.7] GBy Foob| 684¢| 689 216 13 655 693 748 713
w  IB34 .. 713 705 | 7os | roabl 6our| M2 743 680 | 723 ro1 r46 73%
" I93% .. Tar 737 730 F36b|  rrbe Tas 764 |, 604 746 723 759 761
w 1030 .| FBr | 774l 757 | 7aab| zavef 277 ro6 | GBo | Frs 745 | ¥e3a | P01
" 1837 .. B2y B1o Bol 877 52 823 Ba26 b2 Bi11 4Bo Ri6 Z21
w1038 .. Bag Bob 825 | goo | 7B1 837 862 70t | B38 for 8ab 855
1638 June Qtr. | 854 S04 826 | Baogy 730 B34 63 FOT 834 so4 1 B34 856
o Sept. ., Bas 814 | Bz0 o5 291 Baq £65 705 840 700 | B34 861
w Dec. 830 8oz 823 oob 288 838 869 710 | 831 817 | B4y 862
1039 Mar. Qtr. 876 Bqz2 854 014 B3 860 g6 738 884 810 887 4o
. Jung ., 853 26 841 019 Box 853 803 T40 B81 844 386 8859
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA, £ &
— AN
o , . a |
Period. s|les] . . s - g = | B i 2 <
BE|£2| 4|51 B |e=| o § 1B S |38 28 |32e
s188) 2 ERE-RE-1 £1 1 8 |2s) ER |EXE
Sl e |2 |2 |28 5| s!¢8 |2 8|85 23S |22
delag 2 |2 | 8lek| 8 21218 & |x<) 235|382
Nor. 19:4(&) 6 . .- . . .. 639 .- .. .. .. .. 544 L.
w1931 . 416! 9:B| 89B[ gor| o042 98| oFr 58] &1op 696 8rrl grrl 924 P07
Year 1033 .. | 768] 890l 798| 7B2] Bar| #8z|| oz 40| 7as| 73zl Bogl 24| T6R ;) CTES
w034 .. 8ozf o955/ 825|: Bzo| B8is| 36| 8ry| P66 rasl 754 Baol o4 TO2 | VOO
. 1035 .. 810 1,003 221" 836 870f R:6 927 28s) 83} #83] 843l &ri] BB 816
w1036 .. S4of t,004] 858 87a] o4s| BE2l 8<sl BaF 810 ool H44f Bas| 844 | 844
w1937 .. | Br| naz8] Bgo| ozaf ogoo| Sos|| Sre| S43) Se8| Sz4 Bre| 865 872 | 669
T T T 887| r,r52) ort) o045 o74| gool| Bor| 367 BBo| 846 ooo| 282f 906 | 902
1938 June Qtr. | Bo1] 1,158 ot6| s3] oSo| o14)| 88¢| 563 878] 240 ooz Sref 000 | 896
. Sept. . Boz| 1,105 or4| oso] 78| ors[| 8BB| 8ry 883 848) oog| 8B BIE| Ts
w  Dee 888 1,150| o91z| o5a] ofig| o113 oox| B3 B886| Bs6| orgl 8ozl 38| 9S4
1330 Mar Qtr. gofl 7| o] 068 o8| o3 org| B85 Bgo| 8sBl geg| goz| J42| D38
o June . 921|181 p4z| of4] gob 9431 929 888 Bo5; 866 gabl o7l 9381 934

= {a) For Index-numibers for Capital Cities, November 1914 to 1920, Ree page 24 {
{d) The index-pumbers in this table are the same as those of the ** B ** Series (p. 9),

{¢} Warwick.

) Charters Towers.



13 Tue AnL Items {(* C" Spries) InpEx or RETAIL PRIORES,

Clothing.-~Retail Price Index-Numbers, (% C * Series.)
+ {Base : Weighted average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA.
Perlod. s q | & = B ) . .
s 15151 B 8 (3sd 5|2 ) 8| |2
Sl s 212 19255 21 2|3 | 3 |5z(®
o o = %] - = -
T - =2
Zl 2| &1 81 & e 2| A1 8| & 188 |p%s
Nov. 1914 (a) 755 .. .. . .. .. 780 . . .. e .
W I62I .. | 1,258 11,327 {1,269 |1,374 | 1,261 |L,264 [ 5270 |5,599 |,573 | 1463 {1,613 (1,326
Year 193y .. F43 820 711 g4 | 796 751 2 839 936 4 928 [1F
o 5934 .. 746 | Bxz | 696 % g3s | oy | 753 | 8oz [ Byo | 929 | 7B4 | 921 Hoy
n 1938 .. P45 810 680 | 922 790 5t 204 Bs56 884 B43 912 foz
I £ L. 778 Boy 753 ¢ 828 | En 782 71 845 1T 834 863 705
w1037 .. g8 796 Bz24 Bag 212 By Boj3 8ar 19 8og LET 8oy
o 1938 . B33 810 833 8y Bz 431 G20 843 Bz B33 831 821

" 31 8ayq 813 8385 | 850 824 833 §z1 B33 814 83% 8ao B2z

1938 JS.:,M Qtr. 1 334 811 834 | 849 ( B24 | 832 ‘ 810 842 833 433 831 821
. Det Bay 811 8as 851 Bz7 8az 819 Baa 830 fas 831 821

1630 Mar. Qtr. 8as 812 837 832 828 834 819 X LR 837 832 821
o Jupe |, 841 81y 850 860 538 850 82z B4y 830 841 836 824

QUEENSLAND, SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
- . § @ | g B

- 3 5 = -] 2 .
Feriod S8 |.5| 3| % \2s3) 5 (asf £ 5.8\
AHIEIRARE R R !

< :
Bl &l2a) el B i5k5] 2 1885) & =28 |22 |B53

{

Nor. 1914 (w) LLH 1 .. .. .. o .. 256 . .. . . o
w Igar .. [rtas  xg08 {452 [rS68M ,s5t90 n,208 [ 1098 (1423 |0,480 |69y | Ta80 f,aa8
Year 1933 .. ¥o1 | guz | Bya | w6l 8q4c| Bogy Bya | Bag | yob | 961§ 51| 8m
w “¥934 .. | 786 L Boy | B15 | ssobl B4oc| yob || Bab | BaB | 294 | Saa i 964 | 8N
w1935 .. y7a | M8 | By yoih|  renel 7o 85y | Bro | Boy | o317 | 9a7 | Bs2
W  Tg¥6 . 777 | rro | Baxr | soahl 767el 82 833 | 803 | 815 | Boo | Bst| 83z

w1937 .. 794 | Bos 826 | Brz ] Bo6 ] 99 821 | Boy | M1 818 | 814 | 820
w 1938 .. | Bzz | B26 ) 8401 B33 | Bar | Bz iy | 848 ¢ 846 | Bab | B4s | 886

1938 June Qbr, | fz23 §a8 839 Baa | 83z Bz 830 B84 fisa Bag B47 1 88
w o Sept. Bz5 828 Ba1 Baz | B34 | Rar 850 853 853 Bso | 846 8 g
» Des. Sz2g | Bap | 846 | Bq1 | B3 | 831 861 | S5z ] 8B40 | 854 | B4 | B

1939 Mar. Qtr. Szgl 829 Ba7 B4z 840 8az 860 830 850 851 845 | 850
. June B3t | Baz | 843 | 846 | Bas 861 | B850 | 832 Rab 1 841 | 860

M 833
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. §é 3
£ < g | B ; 25 ;
Pertod. |2%|83 -8 ; £ E 3il3s
HEIHEHE LA PRI IR R L
28 2| =|5s sl a| 8 4| ER |23
SEleS S| 2| F (98| 2|58 f(8] 5|58
AEl2g| 2 | A | Siexw |3 | 2| & 5 |E<] 28 |22
Nov. 1914 {8 608 .. .. .. . . 8zs] . .. .. . .. 754
W tg2r .. Dt232] 1,76 L3Ba] a54| Lazo) Larsln gen 670 1,525] taos] L s0e] s3] 1,246 | 1,200
Year tgsy .. Srg| 1,033l ror| Brel Badl Baa|| B8] obz| Byl 831) r06x| oos| TAT | TOT
w 1933 .. | 8r3jneas| 267 B6g] Bzx| B3q|| 882) o9s8] Bagl Be4|1,048] o7l TBS | 794
w  1p3% .. 825 1,096 78 o1l Bag| Ay3 LE) 333 a1y B2y of7| oto| TEZ| 790
w 3 L 815t o039, Boz| 878 Bsy 827 5721 B3l Boi| 826] 375 Bso| 792 796
o 1937 .. Boby B3z Big 8afl 827 fogl| 821l 823 Bze| 8az| Jd20] 822 BI1 | BN
o I03B .. 823) 846, 835 8as| 841y B26[| 848 B30] B35 Bas| S4z| Beq| 8297 B30

1998 June Qtr. | 825 BaB| 837 Baz| Ba3| sesl| 87| 836] B3s| Bas] saa] 843f 830 | m3
. Sept ., 825 ngl 83| Bar| 833 sti 847 836| 835 B4s! B4y 84a3| 831 a3t
w Dec. . 828| 343[ B37] 847) Ba3| 829 B85z 8us| 837| B4a| B4b| 48[ 831 | 632

1030 Mar, Qir. | 825 848 8sy| 247 Bas| 828 8s2] 846 838| 830] 848 840 s32| 832
- Jume f25 Ssoi B36] 8460 B4z Szai 854 848) 84x| 83p dsr] &s1| BIG | 836

{#) For index-numbers for Capital Cities, November 1014 to 1920, Ree page 4. (&) Charters Towers:
{e) Warwick.



e Avt, Ivems (YO SeriEs) INpeEx or RETAIL Prrows.

Miscellaneous.—Retail Price Index-Numbers, (‘* €’ Beries.)
(Bage : Weighted Adverage of Sixz Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

19

NEW SOUTH WALES., VICTORIA.
s | 2 g
Parlod. =] ] L -] . 5 o .
g | 3|zl E1 B3| |28t (Zs5
] H g E ek 2 E] 5 o 2.5 F
2l 5| 2| 2 3 |EE=) 5| 2] g % 23 |52z
& z =] =1 a |Fam|] = ] = > | B Ewi
Rar. 1014 {0} 766 N .. . s . 728 .. .. N
»  FQRI 1,009 995 | L1002 451 ofg | 1,011 |l 1,021 956 (002 | 1,03 BBo [r,01%
Yaar 1933 .. p88 | 913 985 871 8r | 979 16 074 [ 904 885 B27 oI
w1934 - ors | 93t | o808 | 867 b64 | obp Qr4 Bry | go8 880 | B2s 13
. 1938 .. 976 | 927 | oby | 868 867 | 970 93z 880 | 922 B73 | 8351 918
w 1936 .o | s4n | goo |tooy | 887 | 881 | 945 947 | o938 1 oy | o947 o022 | 048
w 1937 .. | 933 | 803 |:zo6:| got oz | 937 978 {006 |01z | 995 | 953 | o8o
- 1938 .| 936 | 903 |tos3z | ovag 02 | 935 982 {1,000 Jr,0tt | 994 | 054 | 083
193% June Qtr. | 931 1 oo0s | 1052 | ore | Boz | 934 982 11006 |rotr | o9g4 | o83 | o83
- Sept 935 | 903|105z | ogrz | Boc ) 034 o8z j1008 1011 | o831 053 | 983
wo Des 435 90 11,952 gro 8Bao | o934 gBt | 1,006 | 1,011 [ 954 o83
1039 Mar Qtr. | 037 | 890 1,046 | 9ot | 886 | o35 [ 978 | o83 [1,001 | 975 | o47 | ora
o June 930 | 899 11,048 ) gof | 8871 g3y g2a | o8B |1003 | o77 | aq0 | avs
QUEENSLAND SOUTH AUSTRALIA
H e | w < i )
Pariod. . . = [= ‘a . & 3 . NE-
R IRRERES AP NI
G 5 188| 2| 2 |3EE| g |3%3| z ! .B| EDiEE
& | 6 1=2)] 8 s zx5| B [255] £ | 58| 5 iF%a
Nov. 1914 (a) 738 .. i .. ‘e N 770 .. .. .. ‘e ..
w  FgII L. 944 953 [ 1,002 | 10000 988c| 958 || 083 | 1,068 | 1,065 fr032 | 1000 | 1,096
Toar 193y .. 900 909 .11 973 Bgrc| goI 983 44 ¢ 957 956
wo 934 .. | woo| go7 | 86| o67b B9lc| w00 9761 937 | 944 | 049 | 938 | a7
w 1935 .. | Soa | 903 ] 87y |a018k g29¢ gos 973 | 94% | 93t | o937 96y
» 193 .. | s17 | o020 ozo lre67b goie| oz2 003 | 078 | 936 [ ore |reej | am
o 1937 .. 941 088 g6y [ oo | 1,007 | §52 |f 1,022 981 995 | 1,013 | 018 | 1,020
) 1038 .. 947 490 @71 j 000 { 1,001 a57 |l 1,023 900 [ Leel [Lot? |Iell |I020
138 June Qtr. 947 | 1,000 975 { L,002 | 1,003 58 || 1,022 o8 908 [r.017 |1,005 | 1,020
o Sepk, 040 1 9B1 | 476 {1002 | oot | 958 |[ro22 | 091 [I,003 |L017 |Lol5 |2,020
o Dec. |, 940 081 961 905 002 456 || 1,021 0oL FT,002 {1,018 997 | 1,010
1939 Mar. Qtr. [ st | 931 963 ] 096 | oBo| 958 ||neta| 086 | o9s lroers | 995 |1.036
wo June 988 | o8n | 968) 995 | 093 g6z [[roz0 | 983 | 908 |rorg | go7 [1,018
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. ~ TASMANIA. £ g
i
§ < g ;| g | 22 i
;| g8 . ) . A - £ -
ed. 133 0E5 g (g S| L8|, E) 2 2d B i
a g 2138 ig t § £ 8| 8154|282 |E2%
ED o a [=] o | D e‘?e
ESid=| B |2 E[3S] 5|81 E1 5| &S 821808
dmidE| 5 | a |2 [BEx) @2l S| a| 8| & kx| 32 |3Ra
Rovr, 1914 (0} rBol .. . .. . .. .11 . .. .. . Hal| ..
o tgar .. b1029| 1,030 1,016 orrlrtoz) 1029/ 932| o8s5| o941 obo| 39| ¢35z 1010 [1.009
Tear 103y .. | 945 963 Bos| Bod| o066 gas)| B6o] 86| Bas| Bzy| Boa| Bs6] 850 | D44
o 1034 .. g43| 061| goz2| Bo4| 66| o942| Bssl 8o Sz28] 823 Gos| B3zl 944 939
W 1938 .. | 92| 97s| 93] oog|l 972 o3axll 8sB Bo¢ ro3| 831y B4 Bs5) 946 | 94
o o3k . o3z| s90| 916] 006|100z oa7|| 883] oo8} Big] 8soy S41| 887 947 | 046
w 1937 .. | 946 071] 053] go3|r.os8| osof o35 o047 86l 876] 84| 033 960 | 961
.+ 1938 .. | o040 968 os3[ oogliosy o951} 033| o030 866| 867 8a3z[ gz 961 | 962
1938 June Qtr 48 068 o053 ool r0s53] ost|f o30] 044] 863| 864 8B4z, o286 960 | 961
. Bept ,, 94?' o68] o513 919 1:052 0% o3r| oar| 8&7] 864 842/ g2al 36| 961
W Dee. gs2f ort| o5z o9trol1.0560 oss|f 30| 31| 866) B6s| 841| ge2| 861 [ S8
1930 Mar. Qtr asz| o972| 046 oro|1,055 oss| 20| 9sul Gz 878 8y2| 924 960 | 960
9, June gsc! a7z| 0471 oro|1,028 954| g39| 943; 876 385; B8zl o35 961 960

{a} For fndex-numberg far Capitat Cities Noveinber rorq to 1525, see page 24.

() Warwlck,

{b) Charters Towers,



i)
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All Ttems of Household Expenditure.—Retail Price Index-Numbers, (*‘C " Seriea.)
(Base : Weighled Average of Six Capilal Cilies, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

NEW SOUTHE WALES. VICTORIA,
Perlod. X B g s |=. g . . g o
. - - o = & 2 :
= ] = 2 = R g 13 =] = ]
5| 30 8| 22| 25| ¢ s
Sl E] 2| 2|4 |85 2| 3| 3 83 |3ef
= p-1 8 © A |zl = a [ & | B B
HNov. 1914 (8} N . . .. ‘e . 6271 . . .. .. ..
W Ig21 . 1048 | 1,041 975 | 1,933 047 | 1043 || 1,003 991 | 1,002 {1,019 [1,094 |1,003
Yearrgss .. §3z | 819 | Bob | B4z 801 230 785 760 | 89 pri] B1s 85
o 1934 .. 842 B3y 819 852 o7y 841 8ol 781 Brr 782 Bub Bor
w1035 .. 852 | EBs6 s:g 86o | 1y g5z 814 Bo3 | 820 814 Bso | B2q
w1036 L. 866 | 3§53 8y 864 833 805 814 826 | Bz21 848 851 843
P 1T S 889 Byp 893 B2 842 836 268 B3o B0 8xs 856 866
. 1938 913 | 877 | og4v | 803 8o ] oprr || 896 | 850 | B34 ; 834 |, Boz | 8oz
138 June Qtr. go8 ar3 037 890 856 906 8oz 846 Bso B2g 887 Bag
' pt. o, 923 B8 943 890 862 G20 a0 §57 860 89z ol oz
" . 972 889 | o34 qgoz gn 920 oo 855 862 858 004 003
1939 Mor. Qtr. 934 593 are 916 880 93z 923 869 473 907 3¢ aL9
4w e . g3z | Bo8 ! o053 | o155 ] 880 | oo 921 Brz i 870 | go9 | o1a | 917
QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
4 g | u 3 3l
Perlod. . : = L- - ; 5 = : . N
15,88 | 2358 € a8 2| £].8 3
-3 = B @ | Bga 4
S| 2 gFl E | B \ZEE % (=23 3 |23 |32 (BE«
8| & 82| & & <) < |WHEAF| & | 856 (&8 [«
Nov. 1914 {a) 611 .. N o N .. 690 o . . - .
w 1021 .. | 933 w49 | orz |10238 goac 941 || o9 | o098 |no2s [roz9 | 048 | 992
Year 1933 .. | 755 | 778 rsz | 7024 s¥e, v33 || B | y47 | 362 | 8oo | B3z | 787
w 1934 .. | wo2 | ¥Bs | wsa i ¥sob Foie 764 || Bo6 | 5B | 778 | Boo | 83z | Bog
w I935 .. 780 »B5 r76 784 769q 280 820 763 780 8ogq 813 a7
» 1036 . S04 8oz Soz 8rob| 7roe o3 830 705 813 BB 843 835
w1037 .. 837 840 Bq0 883 Sog B840 a3 760 844 830 851 Bas
o 1038 832 843 Bs3 Qo2 8ar LETY 88 786 808 849 868 88y
1038 June (ptr. | Bso | 244 | B34 | oot | Bay | 353 88g | 787 | &66 | 246 | BGB | 884
» Sept |, Bs8 | 846 [ 857 | pos | Bas| 859 Boa | 78y | 871 | 840 | 868 | 888
w Deo 855 | B3p | Bs2 | oob| 834 856 [ 8oa | vor | &y | B61 | 8yz | 888
1939 Mar. Qte. | 874 | 863 | 8px | 9231 840 275 || 908 | 806 | Bos | 86y | 896 | gou4
30 N ine S | 858 | 5a3 | 844 | o13| 843 | 85| 308 | 808 | 394 | 875 | 8os | sos
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. d.|e
2£0E
. ., E 3"’ g
Partod. st .| .| a|a3 g8 g il o813
HAEHEEIEAFIE IR 32| 88 1282
- = . s N
AEIERERERE IR AR AR R AR AL IF A
a S = £
El2|218|8[ex|E|3|&a(|&]&|rk) 23283
Rovw. 1914 (0} o7l .. o .. A N 68y .. . .. . e 647 ‘.
w 921 1,008| 1,048 1,030 7,045] 1,058] 1,020| 1,070] 1,067 1,003| oo4| t,oa1| 053] 1,013 [ 1,013
Year 1933 .. 8r1| o37| 814 Boej Bsr{ Bzsfi dz25| 8ry| wrs{ 77y 667] 820 804 | BOI
w 1934 .. 530l grs| 8as] B43| B66 Bazfi Bay| R28] 80| y8F| 8r8] 831 817 | Bis
W 135 .. Baylt,o1t| 829 865 486 Ba8|l B49| P34| 7oz| Bor| &rzl Rer| B3IZ ] 83
w 1936 .. | 836i1,6z5| 860f 880 933 870l 86| Zyor Bral Bool Bsol Ssof 850 | Bda
w1937 . 860l 1,030 8go  Sa7l oro| 884)( 873| 8s56[ B8s54] Bazl Bsp| 866 873 | &7
. 1938 .. §82( 1,048 qoo: o4} 0%y 8gy| 882 Bra) Bas| 818 Sys| 879 897 | BO4
19358 June Qir. | 586 1,052 90;: o914l o61) goo|| 885l Bro| 863 844t 8] 877 894 | am
. Sept, . B86! 1,057| goz' n23] 960 901 885 B7z} 867 848 B8l 3528 905 | 902
" e, ., 384| 1,053 go1] g2of 935 Bpo| 8oa|. B8o| 8o 352| 336| 8%6| 905 | 902
19359 Mar. Qtr Sg8 1,064] 911 o928 o67] o1 por| 553 Grz| &8ssl 808] Bo=| WD 96
,,  Fone |, 904| 1,067 q:SI g37| o066 18| go7| 8§88 B8yp| 86r go5{ Bpry| WMT ] 815

{&)

{a) For index-sumbers for Capital Citles, Noverber 1914 to 1930, 862 D, 24

Warwick,

{%) Charicrs Towers,



THE ALL Irems (* C" 8Eries) INoex oF RErain Prices,

Retail Price Index-Numbers.
Relative Cost of Each Group of Iiems.
{Base : Weighted Average Cost of ARl Ghroups in cach Town = 1,000.)

21

{“ 0 * Series.) All Items of Household Consumption.

1537, 1938,
= T
‘Town g ] i E g '3
N <
iy = 3 95 oy 1 . § 23
8 o o 3 25l a 3 [N i a '5;5
5182 | 2| 3 |w%5i28 52| 2| 5 |85
FE083 | 2 F|32538 2% 2| E |3z
o O3 [+ A leERl e | 02 =3 = |ema
Rew Soulh Wales—
Syiliey .. 352 | =250 | 203 | g5 |twec | 3581 25| zor | 189 {1,000
Newcaatle ‘e .. 374 226 206 igy | 1,000 380 227 203 190 | 1,000
Liroken HID .. ‘e 403 174 203 220 | 1,000 118 180 925 207 | 1,000
Goulburn ‘e .. 363 233 21T 193 | 1,000 a7 226 204 188 | 1,000
Palhurst .. . 366 223 | 213 198 |s,000 | 376 | z2r 211 19z | 1000
Weighted Average, s Towne| 355 | 247 | 202 | 196 [mooo | 339 | 251 | 200 | 190 | 1000
victorla—
Melbouris .. ‘e 347 T43 0% 208 | 000 | 355 241 201 203 | 1,000
Ballarat .. Ve 308 192 217 223 | 1,000 374 189 218 219 | 1,000
Bendigo . . 365 106 | 214 | zz3 {vooes | 375 | moz | 2aq | 219 | 1000
Geelong 357 276 208 215 [ 1,000 162 223 207 20 1,000
Warmambool .. 3%0 ) 233 ) 21t} 208 {teco| 360l 2361 205 ) 199 | 1,000
Welghted Average, s Towns| 348 239 204 209 | 1,000 357 237 207 204 | 1,000
Queansiand—
Frishane e 156 227 209 208 | 1,000 354 z28 212 206 | 1,000
Toowooinha .. . 349 231 3 218 | 7,000 340 227 216 217 | r,o00
Rockhampton .. .- gzo | 200 217 | =213 |reee| 321 201 217 | 201 | 1,000
Towneville . . 3167 221 203 z00 |T.000 | 3972 220 | 103 | zos | 000
Banilalerg .. . 187 164 219 230 | 1,000 | 383 174 220 z23 | 1,000
Welghted Average, 5 Tawns| 358 222 210 210 | 1,000 357 224 212 207 | 1,000
South Australla-—-
Adelalde ‘s . 347 33 210 zz20 | [,000 340 226 213 213 | 5,000
Kadina, ofe. .. “r 421 £12 230 237 [L000 | 417 13 247 233 | Looo
Port Pirje e . 190 1.3 271 218 | 1,000 380 183 215 213 | 1,000
Mount Gambler 360 191 Tty 226 | 1,000 37z 187 219 222 ! 1,000
Peterborough 368 201 210 221 | 1,000 173 07 15 215 | 1,000
Welghtad Average, s Towns] 351 217 21t 221 | 1,000 333 220 213 2I4 | 1,000
Wastern hustrallaw-
Perth, ke, 305 zz¢ 205 201 ) 1,000 367 F20) 205 99 | 1,000
Kalgoorlie, cte., . 353 204 178 L75 | 1000 361 291 177 7 1,000
Kortham .. e 375 224 202 199 | [,000 374 22 204 136 I,000
Hhunkurey . .. 158 253 203 186 | 1,000 362 251 203 184 | 1,000
Geraldion . . 357 753 188 202 | 1,000 | 348 255 193 zog | 1,000
Welghted Average, s Towna| 363 | =235 202 200  Looo | 366 23§ 203 196 | £ coo
Tasmanla—
Hobart . ‘. 358 23y 200 199 | 1000 | a5y 238 210 195 | 1,000
Launceslon ve .. 367 223 zII 205 | 1,000 267 a2z 211 200 | 1,000
DBurnie .. Ve 38r 20 21t 188 | 1,000 38z 222 212 184 | 1,000
Trevonport . 385 201 220 134 1,000 385 206 219 190 {1,000
Queenstown ., ago 14 210 186 | 000 462 208 1 5 178 | 1,000
Weighted Average, 5 Towns| 361 230 200 200 | 1,000 364 230 210 196 | 1.000
Welnlnted Average for 30
354 238 | 204 ; 203 | 1,000 | 358 | 230 | 24 199 | 1,000
Waiuhll!d Averane 6 Ganllal
Gt . 351 241 204 | 204 | 1,000 | 356 | 243 | 203 138 | 1,000
Charters Towea (Q ) 391 135 a2l 253 | 1,000 ags 136 zz2 247 | 5,000
Warwick (Q) 368 176 | =225 237 | oo | 367 176 226 231 | 1,000
T'ort Augusta (§ A ) 4071 168 I ¥ z17 | 1.000 397 173 217 ar3 | Looo
4- Retail Price Indez-Numbers in Terms of Cuorrency: Capital

Cities, 1933 to 1989.—-In cach part of the following table the average cost of
the particular regimen in the six eapital cities during the five-yearly period
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1923-¥4y27 has been equated to a base of 20 shillings. The figures measure
the variations in the prices of—(i) food and groceries, (ii) housing {4 and
5 rooms), (i) food, grocemes, and housing combined, (iv) clothing, (v)
miscellaneous household requirements, and {vi) all items of household
congumption combined.

Retail Price Index-Numbers in Terms of Currency : Capital Cities (* C ** Series).
{Base of each CGroup : Weighted dverage of Six Capinl Cities, 1923-27 = z0s. od.}

Year, Sydney | Melb'pe. | Brisbane | Adelalde Perth. Hobart, | A v‘:r:i'gehl:? o
Capital Citiea
Groyp l.—TFoon ann GROCERIES

& d, 5. 8. 2. d. s d, s d e d. s, d

1933 .. 16 o 14 3 14 © 14 7 15 2 15 2 I3 o
1934 . 16 6 15 o 14 7 15 4 16 2 15 9 15 8
1935 . 16 10| 15 8 15 3 15 7 16 5 i5 1o 6 1
1936 .. 17 © 16 2 15 10 15 o 17 1 % 6 15 6
1937 .. 17 4 16 9 16 7 16 6 7 7 17 5 17 o
1038 .. 13 1 7 5 16 o 17 3 15 o 7 5 17 o
1938 Mar, Qtr.| 17 7| 17 o] 16 8| 1610 17 8 t7 6 17 3
. June tyi0| 17 6| 16 o 17 4| 8 2 17 7 17 7
. Sept. ., 18 6 8 1 17 o 17 5 18 2 17 6 18 1
.  Dec. 18 4 18 2 16 8 17 4 18 o 17 11 18 o
1939 Mar. ,, 18 11 19 o0 17 8 18 2 18 7 18 3 18 8
. dJune ,, 18 74 8 10| 17 2 18 1 19 o| 18 5 18 6

Grour IL.—Housirc (4 aNp 5 Roows).
1933 17 3 16 o i3 7 131X 15 n 17 2 16 1
1934 17 § 16 2 i3 10 14 o 15 11 17 4 16 2
1935 1710 17 o 14 5 14 9| 15 10 17 10 16 9
1936 5 7 17 8 15 4 15 11 16 11 t8 2 17 7
1937 19 4 18 2 6 5 15 8 17 3 18 o 18 3
1938 20 I 18 8 16 L0 17 4 17 5 t8 3 18 to
1938 Mar, Qtr. 19 @ 13 6 6 7 17 2 17 4 18 2 18 7
W June 20 O 18 8 16 o 174 17 5 18 3 18 9
o  Sept. ., 20 2 13 ol 1611 17 6| 17 6 8 3 i8 1
w Dec. o, 20 5| 1810 17 o] 17 7 17 7 8 4 19 1
1939 Mar. ,, 20 7 19 o 17 1 17 8 17 % 18 5 19 2
o June 20 8§ 19 1 17 1 17 54 17 7, 18 % 19 3
Guovrs I. avp II.—Foop, GROCERIES, aNn Hovsmwa,

1933 e % 5 14 Lo 13 10 14 4 15 4 15 10 15 4
1934 .. 1wl 15 5| 14 3] 1410 16 1 16 3 15 10
1935 . 17 2 15 2 I4 11 15 3 6 2 15 7 16 4
1936 .. 17 7 16 8] 15 7| 1511 17 | 17 1 16 11
1937 . 18 1 17 3 % 6 16 6 17 5 17 7 17 3
1038 . 1510 18 1 16 9 17 3 7 9 17 1o 13 1
1938 Mar, Qtr.| 18 3 17 7 168 16 11 17 6 17 © 17 ©
v June ,, 18 8§ 17 11 16 8 17 3 17 10 I7 O 15 o
»  Sept. 9 1 18 4 16 11 17 s 17 10 17 9 18 4
w Dee. -, 19 1 18 8 16 g i7 5 i7 9 18 © 18 4
1939 Mar. ,, 1 6| 19 o 17 5| 17 1€ 18 z | 48 3 18 10
. June 19 4 18 11 I7 17 1X 13 5 13 5 18 o
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Retail Price Index-Numbers in Terms of Currency : Capital Cities (**C ™ Serics)—
continued,

(Base of cach Group : Weighted average of Six Capitals Cities, 1923-27. = 204, 0d.)

Welghted
Year. Bydney. | Melb'ne. | Brishane. | Adelaide. |  Perth, Hobart, | Average of 6
Capital Citles.
Grovr IIL—CLoTHING,
s d. s d. g d s d. s d. 8 d. s d.
1933 .. 14 IO 16 3 15 10 6 7 16 5 7 7 15 9
1934 .. 14 11 16 1 15 9 16 11 16 g4 1y 8- 15 8
1935 .. 14 11 15 11 15 5 17 I 6 6| 18 1 15 8
1936 o 15 74 15101 15 7 16 8| 16 4 7 2 15 10
1937 . 6 4 16 1 15 11 16 5 6 1 16 5 16 3
1938 s 16 8| 16 5] 16 6] 17 2 16 6| 17 © 6 7
1938 Mar. Qte,! 16 7 16 5 16 31{ 17 o [.16 4 16 11 6 6
» Juoe 16 8 16 5 6 61 17 2 6 61! 16 11 16 7
» Bept. ,, 16 B8i 16 51 16 6| 17 2§ 16 6| 16 11 16 7
s Dec 16 8 15 5 16 7 17 3 16 6 17 T 6 7
1939 Mar. . 16 8 16 5 16 7 17 2 0 6] 17 1 156 8
» June 16 10 16 5 6 8| 17 3 1% 6 17 1 16 .9
Group 1V.—MISCELLAREQUS,
1933 19 9| 18 4 18 o 190 8| 18 1 t7 =z 19 ©
1934 19 6| 18 3} 18 of 10 6| 1810 17 I 18 11
1935 19 61 18 5§ 18 r 19 6 18 7 17 1 18 11
1936 . 19 o | 18 11 18 41 1910] 18 8 17 8 18 11
1937 . 18 g 19 % 810 20 % 18 11 18 9 19 2
1938 . 13 9 g B 18 11 20 6 19 © 18 8 19 3
1938 Mar. Qir.| 18 10| 190 7 1310} 20 6| 18 11 18 10 19 3
w  dJume 18 8| 10 8] 1811} 20 5| 19 o] 18 7 19 2
»  Sept. 18 8] 19 81 19 of 20 5| 1811 18 7 19 3
» Dec. 18 8 19 7 19 O 20 § 19 1 18 7 19 3
1939 Mar. ,, 18 9| 190 7] 19 ol 20 5] 19 1 18 7 I9 2
w Jupe 8 o 19 6 19 1 20 5 19 I 18 o 16 3
Groups [-IV.—ALL ItEms or HovseBoLD CONSUMPTION,
1933 . i6 8 I5 9 15 o 15 9 16 3 6 6 16 1
1934 ° . 1610 16 of 15 3 16 1| 16 7| 16 9 %5 4
1935 . 17 1 16 6 15 71 16 5| 16 8 17 © 16 8
1936 . 17 4 16 11 16 I 16 g 17 1 & 17 ©
1937 17 9| 17 4| 16 9| 17 2| 17 5| 17 6 17 6
1938 . 18 3 17 11 17 1 17 9| 17 8| 17 o 17 LI
1038 Mor. Qtr.| 18 o] 17 7| 61rf 17 7| 1y 6| 17 8 17 8
» dJune 8z 1710 17 o] 17 9| 17 9| 17 8 17 10
n Sept. ,, 18 6| 18 1 19 -2{ 1710} 17 9| 17 8 18 1
»  Peo 18 5 18 1 17 1 17 10 17 8 17 10 1§ ¢t
1930 Mar. , 18 8| 18 6] 17 6f 18 2 7 It 18 o 18 35
w  June 18 8 18 5 7 4 F 2 8 I 13 2 18 4
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Retail Price Index-Numbers ; Capital Cities (“C*° Serids). All Items of Household
Consumption.
{Base of ench CGroup : Weighted average of Swx Capital Cilies, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

Period: Avdney. | Melboutne.| Prisbane. { Adelalde. Perth, Hobart. Ca;sﬂl:ah

Grovr L.—Foon anp GROCERIES.

Nov. 1914 .. 638 66 6iyq 683 746 687 o
. 191§ L. 844 835 86o 858 819 858 842
w1916 .. 833 701 | 748 833 854  ~ 8oy 81z
» 1017 .. 877 798 825 gos 828 949 836
» 1018 ., 877 843 882 862 816 |, o018 861
w1919 . 1,073 975 1,069 1,012 o8y I,041 1,026
w1920 .. 1,225 1,220 1,117 1,225 1,113 1,203 1,200

Grour IT.—Housiva {4 anp 5 Roows).

Nor. 914 .. [ . 758 608 463 611 556 525 640
n 19I5 .. 780 . b1x 472 574 581 571 650
w1016 L. 791 625 467 573 592 574 | . 065
w 1017 .. 797 657 492 606 602 586 685
w 1018 .. |. 832 600 826 656 619 614 722
w 1919 .. | . 866 744 604 707 650 746 768
» 1920 .. aBo 8oz 634 783 718 904 851

Aroups I awp I[.—Foop, GrOGERIES AND Housing.

Nov, 1914 .. 680 613 560 653 680 630 644
» 101§ .. 825 756 722 758 734 756 777
w I9I6 .. 818 732 648 742 761 724 760
1917 .. 848 748 707 734 748 820 782
» IQIB .0 861 702 756 “Bg 746 810 Biz
w1919 ., 1,000 803 904 904 867 936 934
» I020 .. 1,138 1,074 945 1,668 973 1,155 1,082

Grovr [[I.—CroTHING.

Nov. 1014 .. 755 730 657 756 008 825 754
o 1018 .. Bos 797 690 821 760 833 |- 792
no 1016 .. 903 B70 779 919 Byo 940 8ar
w I0I7 .. 1,000 976 - 1,040 gBa | 1,041 992
» 1018 . 1,I02 1,103 1,025 1,066 1,135 1,200°

1,097
w 1010 .. 1,237 1,213 1,102 1,303 1,277 1,344 1'238
w1020 .. | 1,323 1,422 5,274 u384 (1,340 | 430 | 1,365

Grovr IV.—MISCELLANEOUS.

Nov. 1914 .. 766 728 728 770 750 690 749
v 101§ .. 708 770 756 803 822 770 236
. 1916 .. 808 784 766 832 809 780 Boz
w IQI7 .. 83g 8y 836 883 g6 865 88s
w 1918 .. 988 950 931 988 | 1035 945 | o7z
w 1019 .. 1,050 1,016 968 1,035 1,120 1,006 1,036
w Ig20 .. 1,200 iI181 1,139 1,200 1,262 1,124 1104

Grovrs I. To IV.—ALL Itexs or HOUSEHOLD COMSUMPTION.

Nov. 1914 .. 712 671 611 600 7oy 687 687
v 101§ ., 816 768 721 780 755 776 782
» 1916 .. 836 773 698 798 oo 783 795
w1917 .. 89z 823 773 832 832 879 347
» 1018 .. 938 8go 848 887y 885 923 gos
» 1910 .. 1.065 088 981 1,018 1,005 1,042 1,022

w 1920 .. 1,193 I,Iy2 1,054 1,164 1,111 1,213 1,166
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§ 5. Retail Price Index-Numbers, 200 Towns.

1. General.—To supplement the information collected monthly for
the 30 towns specified 1n the preceding sections, a special investigation into
prices in %0 additional towns was undertaken in November, 1913. This
mvestigation was repeated in November, 1914, and again in November,
1915, when the number of additional towns was increased to 120. In
November, 1923, the number was further incressed to 170. Information in
regard to prices obtained in November each year relates at present,
therefore, to 200 towns. The results of the first investigation were published
in Labour Bulletin No. 5 (pages 26 to 33), and details respecting succeeding
investigations are incorporated in the Labour Bulletins and Reports issued
subsequently by this Bureau.

To issues of these publications prier to No. 28 of 1937, information was
given regarding movements in the rents of 4-roomed and 5-reomed houses.
While the index-numbers were useful in a general way as a measure of
changes in rents in any one town from time to time, there lhas been an
increasing tendency to regard them as an adequate measure of the relative
absolute levels of rents in different towns at any given date. In order to
prevent such a masuse of the figures, and because of inereasing doubts as to
the ability of the Bureau, except ab prohibitive cost, to ensure that returns of
rents from all these towns shall be based on continuously representative
samples, it has reloctantly been decided to limit the information collected
to the prices of food and grocerics. Should any industrial tribunal desire
further information on house rentals in any of these towns, the Bureau will be
prepared to consider requests for special investigations by its stafl of field
officers.

2. Retail Price Index-Numbers : 200 Towns, 1934 to 1938,—In the
following table the base of the index-numbers has been changed from that
used in issues of the Labour Report prior to No. 28 of 1937, The new hase
is the weighted average cost of food and groceries in the six capital cities
in the period ~1923-27.

Retail Price Index-Numbers (200 Towns Series): Food and Groceties.
{Base: Weighted average in Six Capital Cities, 192327 = 1,000.)

1936, ro3d.

1934, 1933 3 1937
State and Town November. | Novetnber. | November. | Novelber, | November,

New Sauth Wales—

Albury - .. 794 So3 857 864 930
Armidale .- .- 776 Bzr1 811 853 Hoo
Ballina . BN So3 812 853 852 930
Bathurat* .. - Zog 842 838 861 914
Bega . o 823 851 363 875 37
Berry . .. 861 874 873 88o 956
Blackheath .. . 831 83z 920 927 977
Bourke .. . 847 873 gor o13 1,002
Bowral . .. 832 848 861 384 954
Broken Hill*.. .. az4 926 977 1,036 1,128

¢ Information also available monthly for these towna,

1979.—2
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Index-Numbers (200 Towns Series) ;: Food and (roceries—continued,

State and Town. November. | November. | i o:'ge?:f:cr‘ Novenber. No:rgljlfl:ler.
New South Wales—contd.
Casino o .. 790 8s5 900 900 970
Casanock 192 346 840 858 924
Cobar 976 1,082 fo31 1,038 1,109
Cooma 837 895 370 843 guo
Coonamble 280 18 961 g2r 900
Cootamundra 789 824 349 S2¢ 944
Corrimal 817 834 Beh 584 920
Cowra 808 844 860 873 953
Cronulla 833 859 826 §36 =131
Deniliquin 864 883 9oy ob7 995
. Dubbo 771 842 848 863 89z
Forbes 823 883 803 863 91§
Gilgandra 846 873 864 831 a35
Gilen Innes 67 Bo7 314 Brg | B73
Goulburn* 824 846 8cs 883 a52
Grafion 781 824 854 888 913
Grenfell 806 330 837 841 923
Griffith 9o8 oL3 040 936 983
Gulgong 782 821 855 839 833
Gunnedah 775 829 B4z 833 80
Hay .. 397 03 931 9ot 1,010
Inverell 8oy 848 8oz 831 878
Junee 817 828 846 Q14 922
Katcomba . 833 867 885 ors 970
Kempsey 810 803 811 836 389
Kiama .. 387 887 904 <1 84 965
Kueri Kurri .. 818 808 830 838 919
* Leeton 948 886 894 926 978
Lismore 782 834 386 918 904
Lithgow* 854 850 Sog 873 961
Maijtland 788 833 832 835 906
Moree 8-8 836 904 804 956
Mosa Vale 813 844 849 895 g22
Mudgee 273 819 840 860 922
Narrabri 841 By 894 gor 954
Narrandera 848 864 298 8g6 o977
Newcaastle* 849 L3108 860 882 o
Nowra 840 go1 809 387 983
Orange 773 8r7 812 815 918
Parkes 805 843 859 503 964
Pentith - 768 806 818 825 563
Port Kembla 335 866 go8 9035 903
Portland 841 862 857 87y 903
. Queanboyan ., 850 884 ans 953 1,000
Quirindi 855 864 866 300 gog
Richmond 830 326 816 827 826
Seone 809 836 361 g1 8o3
Singleton 770 326 313 830 900
Sydney* 836 851 863 877 909
Tamworth %83 806 806 829 805

* Toformation Mzo available monthly for these towns.




THE 200 Towns Rerain Price INDEX. z7
Indez-Numbers (200 Towns Series): Food and Groceries—continued,
State and Town. Foveiaber. | Novonsber. No:rginéﬁer‘ November. Noi%'?’.fﬁen
New South Wales—conid.
Taree .. . 785 348 864 889 922
Temora 803 804 8a3 362 9bI
Tenterfield 172 831 865 864 036
Tumut 810 83z 837 842 037
Ulmarra 828 852 8oz 245 969
Wugga Wagpge 707 835 850 884 935
Walcha . B36 927 845 366 gro
Wellington 831 318 428 E29 851
Weston . . 702 818 835 B41 913
Windsor .. . 488 850 851 864 S92
Wollongong 867 829 853 878 955
Wyalong 81 862 350 Bos 966
Yass.. 313 350 837 887 o7
Youn . .. 3 8 BG 8
Welghtegd Average for 7 35 43 7 9
State {74 Towns}) . B34 852 363 878 919
Victoria—
Ararat .. 828 855 318 11+ 042
Bagehus Marsh 788 820 860 887 920
RBairnsdale 846 862 830 879 012
- Ballarat* 77 18 872 860 886
Reechworth 813 828 385 890 069
Benallu 230 850 88o o35 945
Bendigo* 794 812 856 833 904
Camperdown . . 81y 849 863 868 932
Caaterton 835 845 838 373 957
Castlemaine 775 828 . 845 848 884
Colac 813 Br7 842 850 Qo7
Creswick 789 833 859 863 882
Dayleaford 780 813 843 865 g22
DPunolly 794 335 889 872 905
Echnea 784 B4 846 857 g21
Euroa .. - So3 845 875 848 975
Geelong* 757 796 833 857 914
Hamilton 8og 853 o11 883 958
Healesville 818 83t 802 917 047
Horsham for 873 926 916 28
Kerang S1g 860 895 0z7 041
Koroit . 795 328 836 40 8g6
Koromburra .. 781 783 835 859 895
Kyneton 757 785 851 870 921
Lilydale Brg T 813 38, 581 915
Maffra 785 823 goI 865 925
Maldon . 824 848 876 838 953
Maryborough .. 785 811 888 801 973
Melbourne* 258 297 233 848 8a6
Mildura 870 Qo3 938 977 092
Morwell 8za 842 858 887 g22
Nhifl 853 913 956 933 %67
Orbosat 814 830 GL2 a19 963
Portland .. B0y 863 . 863 862 903
Port Fairy ot 283 820 862 840 Qrr1

* Informafion alee avallable monthly for these towna.
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Indez-Nombers (200 Towna Series) : Food and Groceries—continued.

L3

State (32 Towns)

. . 6, .
8tate and Town, Novewber. | Novaaber. | November. No:'gsanfber‘ Nof,%ﬁff,.,r,
Victoria—continued.
5t. Arnaud . 851 845 930 930 997
Bale .. . 785 827 395 200 958
Seymour . 848 B8o o1 937 Qo1
Shepparton . 804 819 864 8% 954
Stawell .. . 861 9r1 949 934 1,007
Swan Hill 833 874 ‘ 018 924 by
Terang 819 875 863 835 924
Traralgon 787 816 839 834 898
Wangaratta 787 827 880 379 955
Warracknabesl 788 828 258 881 936
Waorragul .. 789 820 827 345 905
Warrnambool* 759 785 844 834 910
Wonthaggi .. . 794 Bog 293 913 946
Weighted Average for
State (48 Towns) ..- 765 So3 841 854 90z
Queensland—
¥T .. Big 825 841 867 ol13
Barcaldine 831 938 959 959 903
Bowen 888 T 88z Qo2 g0z o6t
Brisbane* . 726 780 320 835 824
Bundaberg* .. 753 803 874 873 87s
Cairns 837 387 913 914 949
Charleville 881 949 98¢ abg 970
Charters Towers* 8oz 876 880 887 933
Chillagoe gr3 900 915 46 044
Cloncurry 930 1,030 1,020 1,031 1,050
Cooktown 920 963 986 989 1,003
Cunpamutla 804 927 0938 921 051
Dalby 760 Soy 870 836 835
Gayndah 792 851 %oy 867 805
Gladstone 771 827 371 870 903
Goond_iwindi . 820 880 014 - 868 So3
Gympie 773 857 849 840 850
Hughenden 801 919 931 925 oBg
Innisfail 907 943 974 995 978
Ipswich 745 785 820 825 824
Longreach 921 978 990 993 1,000
Mackay . 8oy 87z 808 8a5 o1
Maryborough 723 7G4 828 833 849
Mount Morgan 831 855 Bo1 880 902
Nambour by 834 844 863 833
Rockhampton* 764 819 864 877 863
Poma .. 823 877 . + B&s 870 921
Stanthorpe 775 8o3 817 830 898
Toowoomba* .. 695 751 800 78g 781
. Townaville* 817 837 904 Q21 ° 033
Warwick* 721 2 820 2G5 822
Winton - .. 919 931 951 963 1,021
Weighted Average for
. 747 806 B41 850 849

* Taformation aiso avaitable monthly for these towns.
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Indez-Numbers (200 Towms Series): Food and Groceries-—consinued.
1 “ I . . 3
State and Town. Novemaber. Novgﬁzsber. No:ggfbe{. No:rgn??ber. No:rg?r':ﬁer.
South Australia—
Adelaide* . 774 784 . Bog 833 860
Freeling 768 Boy4 823 845 856
Gawior 777 972 B4 - B27 Bg0
Kadina, Moontn Wsll-
aroe* 849 868 850 897 ot5
Kapunda 762 793 812 836 848
Kooringa 790 868 879 899 1,037
Mitheent $06 Sos 820 ng . 8715
Mount Gambier* 75t 8oz 815 847 907
Murray Bridge . 732 763 776 810 839
Peterborough* s 306 816 851 884 910
Port Augusta* Bé4 892 926 945 949
Port Pirie* 813 811 8ab 915 950
Quorn 801 248 841 853 881
Renmark . 701 920 glg g06 931
Vietor Harbour go8 815 B39 852 8z
Weighted  Average for ‘
State {15 Towns) 779 9L 813 841 868
Woestern Australia—
Albany 871 884 896 892 911
Beverley 873 3go 018 503 956
Bridgetown . .- QI8 a30 955 a973 971
Broome . 1,155 T,142 1,180 1,181 1,184
Bunbury* 344 B45 873 Bgb 931
Carnarvon 1,008 1,032 1,082 1,129 1,128
Collie Béz 8355 901 874 8g4
Geraldton* 8335 8B40 460 924 901
Greenbushes . 924 046 960 937 ofs
Kalgoorlie and Bouldar* 994 931 1,006 1,002 1,056
Katanning .. 344 829 884 872 904
Leonora and Gwalia 1,084 1,004 1,140 1,168 1,172
Meekatharra .. 1,947 1,088 1,143 1,164 1,124
Narrogin 873 363 910 834 18
Northam™* 845 850 910 qox 031
Perth and Fremantle® .. 813 813 863 866 888
Wagin 81y 856 924 870 go8
York .- Boz 859 848 867 022
Weighted Average for
Stat»e {18 Towns} 833 835 852 884 Q07
Tasmania—
Beaconsfield .. So1 818 841 830 912
Burnie* 821 837 883 gob 923
Campbel[trown 814 860 878 872 904
Deloraine 788 787 795 824 854
Devonport* 835 824 873 89% 036
Franklin . o 8% gg6 868 g9o% o11
Hobart* . . 813 797 874 889 801
Launceston?® .. . 786 793 844 870 908
Neow Norfolk .. .. 822 330 a0g 8gr 8oz
Queenstown® . . . gL3 900 920 022 1,000

* Intormeation als¢ aveilable monthly for theas towna,
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Index-Numbers (200 Towns Series): Food and Groceries—continued.

1935. 1936, 8

1934. - 1937, 1 .
State and Town. Novembet. | November. | November. | Novemiet. Novg?;nber.

Tasmania-—condinued.

Scottedale .. - 770 780 By 829 853
Ulveratone .. .. 813 B1z 838 867 88g
Zeohan .. b6 943 081 083 1,00¢
Weighted  Average for ‘
State {13 Towns) .. 812 Boj 867 884 903
Australian  Capital  Ter- )
ritory (a)—
Canberra® .. .. 916 931 949 abs5 1,026
Weighteﬁ Averages—
Australia {200 Towng) .. 797 823 851 365 906
Thirty Towns .. .. 705 | ®=20 847 - 862 dg3
Six Capitals .. .. 792 817 343 859 8g0
¢ Taformation also available monbhly for thls town {r} Nob included in Welghted Avernges

3. Comparision of Capital Cities with other Towns.—In the preceding
pages index-numbers for food and groceries have been given for the six
capital cities, for the 30 towns, and for 200 towns. Index-numbers for fooul,
groceries and housing have becn given for the six capital citics and the 30
towns on pages ¢ to 13. The figures for the six capital cities and the 30
towns are based on monthly prices of food and groceries and the quarterly
records of rentals, while the figures for the 200 towns are based on prices in
the month of November. In the following table the index-numbers for the
three groups of towns have been brought to a common base (November,
1913 = 1000) for the period 1913 to 1938. The table indicates that, since
1913, prices of food and groceries have increased slightly more in the capital
cities than in the larger groups of towns, while the increase in house rents
has been more marked in the five towns than in the capital citics. For
food, groceries and housing combined, however, the difference between
the two sets of index-numbers is only slight. .

Comparative Retail Price Index-Numbers: November of each year.
(Base of each Section : Weighted Average Cost of each (roup, November, 1913 = 1000.)

Partlealars. 1913, 19:{. 3% ) 1034. § 1938, | te3b. | reaz. | 938,

Foor axp GROCERIES,
All Towns (z00) .. -. | 1,000 } 1,598 | 1,241 | 1,312 | 1,356 | 1,400] 1,423 1,490
Five Towns in each State .. § 1,008 ; 1,577 | 1,240 1,314 | 1,355 | 1,400| 1,425 [1,470
Capital Citiea only . | 1,000 | 1,588 | 1,248 | 1,324 | 1,365 | 1,410| 1,435 | 1,487

Housine (4 AND 5 RooOMS.)

Five Towna in each State .. [ (,000 | 1,330 | 1,271 | 1,297 [ 1,355 | 1,422| 1,465 {1,512
Capital Cities only .. | ,000 | 1,323 | 1,210 1,220 | 1,282 | 1,347 1,392 | 1,438

Foor, Grooories, aNp Housmna.

Five Towna in each State .. | 1,000 | 1,487 | 1,251 [ 1,308 | 1,356 {1,407]| 1,430 | £,4906
Capital Cities only .+ 11,000 | 1,488 | 1,233 | 1,288 | 1,335 | 1,386] 1,420 | v,476

The figures n the vertical columos show the coet in November of sach year comparad with November,
1913, for ** Al Towns (200) ™ * Five Towns in each State,” snd ' Capital Ciklea only ** respectively



Posuigarion or Pmioks anv PoiceE INDEX-NUMBERS, 31

§ 6. Publication of Prices and Price Index-Numbers.

The results of inquiries into price movements are available in the following
publications «—

(i) Monthly.-—A mimeographed statement is published each month giving
index-numbers for Food and Groceries. The Monthly Review of Business
Statistics contains anmual, quarterly and monthly index-numbers to the
latest available date.

(1) Quarterly.—A mimeographed statement is issued each quarter giving
the *C" Series index-numbers. The Quarterly Summary of Austrabun
Statistics contains snnual, quarterly and monthly index-numbers to the
latest available date. This publication also contains the average prices of
the items comprising the Food and Groceries regimen, for each month of the
last available gquarter, in the 30 towns covered by the investigation. The
weighted average rents of 4 and 5-roomed houses 1n these towns are also shown
therein.

(iii) Annual.—The Labour Report contains index-numbers over the past
five years, and the monthly and quarterly resuits for the last available year.
The average prices for the last year of the items of food and grocery, and
average house rents, are also published in this Report. The Official Year
Book also contains information similar to, but in less detail tha,n that published
in the Labour Report.

§ 7. Royal Commission on the Basic Wage, 1920,

The Report of the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage is a valuable
sonrce of reference for information on retail prices during the vears 1914 to
19z0. It wag also largely responsible for the extension of the prices
investigations of the Bureau from food, groceries and housing only to all
items of houselold consumption. The direct nse of the Commission’s data
made in the “ All Items >’ index has already been referred to in earlier sections
of this chapter. The Commission was appointed in 19Xg to inguire into and
report upon the following matters :—

(i) The actual cost of living at the present time, according to reason-
able standards of comfort, including all matters comprised in
the ordinary expenditure of & household, for a nian with & wife
and threc children under fourteen years of age, and the
several items and amounts which make up that cost.

{ii) The actual corresponding cost of living during each of the last
five years.

(iil) How the basic wage may be automatically adjusted to the rise
and fall from time to time of the purchasing-power of money.
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The Commission issued two reports—the first in November, 1920, and
the second in April, 1921. These reports show that, according to the standard
assumed by the Commission, the cost of living as at the Ist November,
1920, for a family consisting of man, wife, and three children under fourteen
yeara of age, was as follows :—

Royal Commission on Basic Wage : Cost of Living, 1st November, 1920.

Particulars. Sydney. Melbourne. | Brigbane Adelaide. Fetth Hobart.
£ s.d| £ s.d.| £ s.d.| £ s d| £ & d | £ s d
Rent . 1 2z 0|l 1 0 6| 017 o o190 6| 010 0| 019 ©
Food 2 69| 2 6 2| 2 3 1| 2 7 3) 2 411 2 BIx
Clothing . t 7 o 1 9 o] 1 6 0| 18 3} 1 7 9| 192
Miscellaneons.. | 1 1 4! I o0} T o 1| 1T 1 2| 1 2 3| o1910
Total{a} .. | 517 1| 516 & 6 29 516 1| 513 11| 5 1611

(a) Weighted Average Six Capitals—£s 159, 8d.

The corresponding cost of the commodities and services included {which
are fully set out in the first Report) for the years 1914 to Ig20 was as
follows :—

Boyal Cammission on Basic Wage : Cost of Living, 1914 to 1920.

Yeara Sydney. Melbourne. | Brlsbane. Adelaide Perth. Hobart.

£ ad]| £ s.d. £ s.d| £ s d| £ s d | £ s d

1914 31211 | 3 7 9| 3 4 ©4 311 2/ 312 9| 3 6 ¢
1015 4 1 6| 316 ¢ 311 3| 319 o} 317 I 315 1
1916 4 4 6 317 5}/ 31310 319 7| 4 L 2| 315 6
1917 4 9 B 4 2 2| 319 3| 4 38 2| 4 4 2| 4 410
1018 .| 414 B| 4 8B10| 4 6 o} q1011| 4 90 2} 4 8 6
1919 e 5 53| 418 5| 41510} 5 2 6} 5 © 9| 5 0 4
1920 .- 517 I 516 61 5 & 2 516 1 5 13 IT 5 16 11

In answer to the third clanse of the inquiry, the Commission recom-
mended that “ a Bureau of Labour should be organized from existing
members of the Public Service, which should ascertain from time to time
the rise and fall in the purchasing-power of money in relation to the
reagsonable standard of comfort for the typical family (i.e., such a family
88 is described in Clause 1).””  After consulting the Conimonwealth Statistician
a3 to methods of collection and tabulation, the Government decided that the
recommendation would be met by widening the scope of inquiries of this
nature already made by the Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics.

The Commission was concerned principally with ascertaining variations
in the cost of an assumed regimen, which is deseribed in the Report as the
‘* Indicator List”. It appeared, however, that the usefulness of the
investigations of this Bureau would have been somewhat impaired had they
been limited in the manner suggested by the Commission. It was decided,
therefore, to apply to a more detailed inquiry the methods of index-tiumber
construction already used in the investigations mto variations in the cost
of food, groceries and housing.
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It was decided to adopt for food, groceries and bousing the commodities,
methods and weighting already in use, which conformed very closely with
those given in the “ Indicator List ” of the Commission. With regard to
housing, the Commission adopted a certain type of 5-roomed house as its
standard in determining the amount allowed for house rent. The figures
used by this Bureau are the rents of 4 and 3-roomed houses, and are not
confined to any particular type, but they fairly represent variations in the
rent for the type of house described by the-Commission.

Previous inquiries by thiz Burean had been confined to food, groceries
and housing. It became necessary, therefore, to investigate the prices of
clothing and miscellaneous items. The results of these investigations are
set out in earlier sections of this chapter.

§ 8. Changes in the Regimen.

Since the original compilation of retail price indexes by the Bureau,
the regimens of the several Groups and Sections have undergone some
modifications. These are briefly explained in the following paragraphs.

{t} Food and Groceries.—The regimen for food and groceries was originally
introduced in 1912, and the first revision was made in the September quarter
of 1932, The regimen in use up to that date will be found on page 13 of
Labour Report No. 23. A second revision took place in the September
quarter of 1936, as part of the general revision of the regimen by the
Conference of Statistictans of April, 1936.* The main features of this
tevision are referred to in {iv) helow.

{(11) Hovsing.—The housing constituent of the regimen has also been revised:
Originally the rentals of all houses from * 3 rooms and under ”” to “* 8 rooms
and over ” were tabulated, and they were continuously used m the “A "
Series Index from IgIz to 30th June, 1938, when this series was discontinued.
They were also used in the “ All Items ” Index up to and including the year
1924. From the following year remtals of 4 and 5-roomed houses only were
ugsed in the “ C " series index, and in the same year they were combined
with feod and groceries to form the “ B * series index.

Since the December quarter of 1936, following on the resolutions of the
1936 Conference of Statisticians, the rentals of 4 and 5-roomed houses in
certain towns have been collected and tabulated on & somewhat different
basis from that previously used. The returns in the twelve more importans
cities and towns show the rents of individual houses, on the basis of which
variations from a pre-determinated standard are measured. This standard,
the change in which has affected the index-numbers only in respect of the
relative levels of rents in the different towns, and in respect of their absolute
height, was determined by means of  special investigation of the 1933 Census
data relating to rentals of all 4 and 5 roomed wood and brick houses oceupied
by fully-employed wage and salary-earners. This method not heing generaliy

¢ Revisiona of collection and pilath thods have ied @ longer period, snd are still
proceeding. Proper precoutione are teken Lo prevent such revislons from dlaturblng the ssscntial
principle of continuity.
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applicable to the circumstances of small country towns, on account of the
greater diversity of average *‘ quality " of houses, returns from these centres
show the average rent of occupied houses of a defined standard.

(iii} Clothing and Miscellaneous.~The regimen for clothing and
miscellaneons household requirements was originally introduced in 1921, and
the first revision was made in the March quarter of 1935. Details of the
original regimen were never gublished, but the revised regimen of 1935
appeared in Labour Report No. 26. A second revision took place in the
September quarter of 1936, as part of the general revision of the regimen by
the Conference of Statisticians of April, 1936.* The main festures of this
revision are referred to in (iv) below,

(iv) The revision of the regimen by the Conference of Statisticians of
April, 1936, was of a comprehensive nature. The Resclutions of the
Conference are reprinted in Appendix XT. of Labour Report No. 27,

This Conference not only recommmended extensive revisions of the regimen
from which the indexes are compiled, bnt also considered methods of collection
and compilation. As a result of its deliberations, and snbsequent discussions

"by correspondence, many improvements and refinements were introduced.

The changes in the regimen were made with a view to improving the
index-nunibers as measures of price variations. They comprised chiefly
the elimination or replacement of articles no longer m demand, or which
experience had shown to be unsuitable media for the measurement of price
variations ; the alteration of units of quantity in certain cases to conform
with those in most general use ; the adjustment of the mass-unit allotted o
certain atticles to bring them into accord with present-day consumption
habits ; and the re-adjustment of the population weights applicable to the
several gronps and sections of the regimen in accordarce with the results of
the 1933 Census. Definite grades or qualities were also established for
each atticle in the regimen, to ensure that quotations should be given, as far
as possible, for the same article at all times and in all places. Improved
methods of collecting and weighting average house rentals were nlso adopted
(see paragraph (ii) above).

(v} Changes of the nature mentioned are commonly made m price indexes
without serigusly impairing their continuity. In accordance with established
principles of procedure in changing the regimen (sec Labour Report No. g,
Appendix I, Port I1., paragraphs 14 and 18), the general level of the mdex
ts taken as determined by the old regimen for the quarter i which the change
is made, and the new regimen is used to measure variations in the price-level
after that date. The linking up of the index-numbers on the old and the
new basis is effected by the nsnal method of equating the respective weighted
aggregate costs of the old and the new regimens in the six capital cities.

While this involves no break of continuity in the index-numbers for the
six capital cities as a whole, slight alterations of the relative positions of
individual towns are inevitable on account of the alteration of former
standards. The effect, however,. }s more noticeable in the Group index-

* Revisions of collection and compilation methods have occupled & longer period, and ate atll
proceeding, Pro precaptlons nre taken to prevent such revistons from disturbing the e¢szentinl
prineiple of contlnuity. .
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numbers than in those covering a combination of groups, wherein the losses
and gains tend to balance out. Thus, in comparing group index-numbers
for individual towns in respect of periods including the dates of change
referred to in paragraphs (i} to (iv) above, the following considerations should
be kept in mind :—

Food and groceries—These index-numbers are substantially comparable
throughout the period up to the June quarter of 1936, From and including
the September quarter of 1936, the index-numbers for individual towns are
comparable with each other, but are not strictly so with those for previous
quarbers.

Rent.—No change was ever made in the method of calculating the rentals
of ** All Houzes ', and consequently these index-numbers were comparable
throughout the whole period of their existence.* In regard to rentals of
houses of 4 and 5§ rooms, however, the index-numbers for individual towns are
comparable with each other up to the June quarter of 1936. In the September
guarter, 1930, a change was made in the weighting system which gave rise to
slight disparities not due to rental fluctuations, and rendered the index-
numbers for individual towns not strictly comparable with those of former
periods, 'The change, however, made the index-numbers for any one town
more comparable with those of other towns. In the December quarter of
1936 the rent tabulations in the two principal towns of each State were placed
on an entirely new basis, which rendered them incomparable individually with
index-numbers of previous periods. This change was also introduced with
. the object of making the index-numbers for the principal towns more
comparable énter se in any given quarter.

Clothing and Miscellancous.—The index-numbers for individual towns up
to and including 1934 are comparable with those for previous periods. Those
for 1935, and the March and June quarters of X936, are coniparable for those
periods, but not with the index-numbers of former or subsequent periods.

* From and including the September ¢uarter of 1936, the index-numbers for
individual towns are substantially comparable with each other, both from
quarter to quarter and from town to town, but for individual towns they sre
not etrictly continuous with those of previous periods.

§ 9. Retail Price Index~-Numbers and Wage Variations.

In view of the fact that several ** series ™ of retail price index-numbery are
still associated with the variation of wages, the following short explanation
of their significence is given,

It is desirable again to emphasize the fact that the retail price index-
numbers compiled by the Bureau are designed to measure the variations in
the cost of the definite regimen of commodities and services covered by each
of the series. The use made of them by wage-fixing tribunals for the purpose
of adjusting wage-rates is entirely the responsibility of the tribunale concerned,
and not of the Bureau, although the Bureau felly realizes the great
importance of the use to which these indexes are put in this connexion,
and takes every care to make them as accurate as poasible.

* The tabulation of the A" Series ludex log \\lm.h these rents were used was discopfinned aiter
the igsue for June guariee, 1438

&
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(i) *“ A" Series.—The “ A" series of indexes cover the items food and
groceries and the rent of all houses, with the year 19II as the base (1,000).
This series was first compiled in 1912, and is available yearly for
the six capital cities from 1goI te IgIr, and quarterly for 30 important
towns of Australia from 1912 to the Jume quarter of 1938, alter which it
was disconfinued.

This is the series which the Commonwealth Arbitration Court adopted in
1913 to determine the relative basic wage for towns throughout Australia,
and to vary what is popularly known as the “ Harvester ” Basic Wage of
1go7—the wage (42s. per week for Melbourne) declared by Mr. Justice
Higgins to be sufficient to meet the “ normal needs of the average employee,

rded as s human being, living in a civilized community.” This series
has had very little application since May, 1933, as the result of the adoption
by the Court successively of the *“ I ' geries at that date, the * € geries in
May, 1034, and the " Court ™ series in July, 1937.

{ii) * B " Series.—The “ B " series covers the items food and groceries
and rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses, with the prices ruling in the years
1923-1927 as the base (1,000). This scries was first compiled in 1925, and is
available for the six capital cities for the years 1goy and 1911, and for the
month of November of the years Tg14 to 1920, and quarterly thereafter
for the 30 important towns of Australia. It was designed to replace the
A ” Series, but up to date has not been used in connexion with the fixation
or adjustment of wages by Industrial Tribunals. This series appears on
pages g to 13 of this Report.

{iil} “* O " Beries.—The ' C " geries covers all items of household expendi-
ture, viz., food and groceries; rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses: clothing
{man, wife and three children) ; household drapery, household utensils, {uel.
lighting and other miscellaneous items, with the prices ruling in the vears
1923-1927 as the base (1,000).

This seriea was introduced ds the result of the recommendations of the
Royal Commission on the Bagic Wage of 1920, and the regimen adopted was
practically that of the * Indicator ” Lists of the Commission. It was first
compiled in 1921 and is available for the month of November for the six
capital cities for the years 1674 to 1921, quarterly for these cities {rom June

- quarter, 1622, and quarterly for the 30 important towns from March quarter,
1925 to date. .

The series was not used in connexion with the variation of wages until its
partial adoption by the Commonwealth Court in May, 1933, when that Court
introduced the ** D" series of indexes (for explanation of which see next page).
In its judgment of 17th April, 1934, the Court adopted the * C seriea
ag the sole basis for the adjustment of the wages declared in the judgment.
I its judgment of 23rd June, 1937, the Cormmonwealth Court adopted this
index as the basis of the “ Court ™ series for the adjustment of the " needs ™
portion of the Court’s new basic wage (see next page). The Court is, of course,
quite free fo alter the basis of the * Court ” series at anv time it thinks fit.

i
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This series, covering as it does & far wider range of commodities, displaya
a different relationship between the towns from that shown in the preceding
series {“A " and “B ). The series is published on pages 14 to 24 of this
Report.

(iv) The *“ Court " Series,—The *‘ Court’" series of index-numbers was
created by the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration in its
basic wage judgment of 23rd June, 1937, and operated from 1st July, 1937.
Its purpose was to provide a set of imdex-numbers which would be
published by, and under the direct control of, the Court. It was
created primarily for the purpose of removing conditions which tended
to engender the impression that the Commonwealth Statistician was -
in some way responsible for the fixation and adjustment of wage-rates.
Its introduction has the added advantage of enabling the index-numbers
to be specially numbered in the manner most convenient for adjustment
purposes, and of enabling the Statistician to change the base of his
index-numbers without upsetting the wage and adjustment provisions
of the Court’s awards. It is ab present based on the Commonwealth
Statistician’s “ ¢ 7’ serics index, and is obtained as follows :—The * C » series
index-number for any town for the quarter in question is multiplied by .o81,
and the first three figures on the left of the product are taken as the
corresponding huber in the *‘ Court ”* series. This number itself states in
whole and decimal figures the number of shillings with current purchasing
power equivalent to that of 81s. when the ** C ” series index-number is 1,000.
The hase of the series is, therefore, the weighted average of the six capital
cities, 1923-27 = 8Is. The judgment provides that the nearest whole
numnber of shillings (a decimal of .5 or over being regarded as & whole number)
shall be taken as the  needs * basic wage, to which will be added the relevant
fived “ prosperity loadings * granted by the Court. The *° Court ” series
entirely supersedes the “ O series for all wage adjustments decreed by the
Commonwealth Court. A set of index-numbers under this series is reproduced
in Appendix I11. of this Report.

(v) “ D" Series.—The “ D ” series is a combination of the “ A" and
“ Q" series, and was introduced by the Commonwealth Court for the
adjustment of wages of those employees who were subject to the full 1o per
cent, ¢ cut *’ imposed by the Court in Janunary, 1931. It came into operation
from 1st May, 1933, and was devised in order to counteract the excessive
drop in wages occasioned by the “ A 7 series index after 1g92g.

The seties has for its base the “ A series index for each town for the
December quarter of Ig29, which is varied according to the ratio of change
indicated by the “ C” series index-number for the whole of 1929 and the
corresponding ““ € index-number of the town for the quarter for which
the adjustment is to be made. It will thus be seen that, whereas the “D
index for each town from the December quarter of 1929 to date fluctuates
in the same way as the “C” index for the same town, the relationship of
different towns is that of the “A” series for the December quarter of 1929,
slightly modified by the difference in movement between the *“ A *’ series and
the “C ” series index for each town since that guarter.

This series has been superseded by the judgment of the Court referred to
under “C?” series, The index-numbers of this series were published in
Appendix VIIL. of Labour Reports Nos. 24 to 27.
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(vi) Food and Groceries.—The regimen of food and groceries is a
component part of each of the series of retatl price index-numbers mentioned
above. Details of the regimen will be found on page 3. - This index
was first compiled in 1912 and is available yearly for the six capital cities
from 190I to 1911 and monthly for the 30 important towns of Australia from
1912 to date. An index computed from the prices of food and groceries
only was for a time used for the adjustment of old-age and invalid pensions,
and is still employed for the adjustment of the wages of members of the
North Australian Workers' Union above the 2oth parallel.

(vil) The ' 200 Towns "' Series—This series is tabulated for the month of
November each year in respect of 200 of the more important towns of the
Commonwealth. Up to November, 1936 it covered the cost of food and
groceries corabined with the rent of 4 and of §-roomed houses respectively,
but thereafter the tabulation has been limited to food and groceries only.
This table has been used mostly in discussions of suitable relative rates for
country towns, but the index-numbers have not been directly employed by
Industrial Tribunals in this connexion. The bage of this table is the weighted
average cost of food and groceries in the six capital cities in 1923-27 = 1,000,
This series has been compiled for the month of November since 1g13. It was
originally confined to roo towns, but was increased to I50 in 1915, and 200
in 1g23. The index-numbers will he found on pages 25 to 30.

(viil) Relative Merits of Sertes.—The relative merits of the various series
of index-numbers have been much discussed. Prices of all commodities
do not change simnltaneously nor to the same degree. Consequently, over
ghort periods there may be differénces of some magnitude between the
results ascertasined from the different series, but over longer periods these
differences tend to be much reduced.

Thus, taking the movement of the following retail price indexes for the
six capital cities over the two periods I9IT to ¥g38 and 1929 to 1935, as
disclosed by the table in Appendix VIN. of this Report, the changes
are substantially of the same order :—

Incresae Decrease
per cent , per cent,
19t1-1538. 1919-191f
Food and Groceries only. . .. .. 58 o 15
Rent of 4 and s-roomed Houses .. .. 54 S 12
Food Groceries and Rent of 4 and 5-roomed
Houses (" B " Series) .- . 57 . 14
“ All Ttems" of Household Expendlture
{*" C" Beries) o 49* .. 13

* Taken back t& t9r1 from base 114 by means of “* A ** Series Index

(ix) For information in re;gard to the different bases upon which the
above index-numbers have been compiled, see page 7.
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§ 10. International Comparisons : Retail Price Index-Numbers.

The following tables give index-numbers of retail prices for (i} cost of
iiving, including articles other than food, and (ii} foodstuffs only. For the
countries included, the prices for the year 1g2g are taken as base (= 100).
The figures, which have been taken chiefly from the, League of Nations
Monthly Bulletin of Statistics, and the International Labour Office ¥ear Book
of Labour Statistics, show merely the fluctuations in prices in each country,
and are obviously not comparable horizontally.

Index-Numbers of Retail Prices in various Countries.
{Base: Year 1929 = 100.}
{5y COST OF LIVING.*

. A o) .
HEEEE AR iy
Perlod. 4] o P = k] % § ] -] = 4
22| B | E | 8| g | 3| &g 3| &&=
243 4 I3 =] & > o 5 - =3
Numberol T . - .
':lr]';'d 1 ;)m]ioﬁ\gl‘s Gl-509 59 ‘E!l;':l;:g oo 21 Parls. 72 5 Toklo. “mr
193z . .. 88 8¢ fre 90 84 95 78 83 75 8y
1933 .. o Bs 81 9 92 82 94 77 80 8o 83
1934 .. . 86 79 9 L3 do 3 79 76 B2 83
1945 . . &7 Bo o9 99 8r 7 8o red ] 81
1936 ‘e Bg Bs 105 1ot Ba 91 & B3 8 79
1937 . .. a4 92 rzz 104 86 133 Bt 91 96 8z
1948 .. . 95 94 139 106 88 126 L o8 110 93
1538— -
March Qtr. .. o5 95 143 167 88 124 81 -] 104 83
June ., .. o6 93 133 o5 82 125 2z 98 109 83
Sept. . g5 93 4% 6h 87 124 82 af 112 83
ee. a3 a5 38 b &9 150 81 8 116 B2
IggQF-
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< N
™ . . & i =] . a e |
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= | 2| B | g2 | E3| 8 128 | % | BY |EEE
Z & 5 | &3 | 38| = | ®& 3 | =l [S8<
oy Bom-
”‘:.‘f.'é” Il::t,!a?i?;;sm at :E.?vr 49 34 [st-adf se b&s}r do 23 9
32 .. . 90 T4 2 85 79 g1. . §2 84 00
1933 - .. 89 67 g .31 76 78 . 79 e 85
« 1934 .- .. 80 63 at S50 79 Ho .. 79 81 &
1935 .. N 9t 60 92 8o F 81 8t 100 8o 83 8B
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1938 . 103 61 03 3s 86 - &7 106 34 03 a4
1938~
March Qtr, .. 103 63 97 a5 Bz 836 107 8y 04 44
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DG " .. TO02 1] o8 35 86 1.3 0% 84 a5 %3
1939—
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* With thie following phion the 1nd bers 1n the above table are beaed ot the cost of food,
housing, clothing and muscsllancous items .—Japan, exclusive of housmyg, {a) Base: year

1033=34 = [0C. .
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Index-Numbers of Refail Prices in Varions Couniries——continued.

{Base ; Year 1920 = 100.)

i PRICES OF YOODSTUFFA.
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(@ Base 19357100

(b} Bage 1033=100



