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Malbourne Wholezale and Retail Prices—Quarterly Index-Numbers, 1923,

Jan, Aprit Tily Ock.
Particualars, tir to to to ‘f{;’:"
¥arch. | Fune. Bopt. Dee. .
‘Wholesale Price Index-Numbers with 1911 as baso
- 1,000 .. .. ‘e .. .. 185 1,956 2,003 1,060 1,044
Wholesale  Price [ndex-Numbers with averige for
1923 28 hace (= 1.000) .. .. . - 052 | 1006 ] 1080 | 1,011 [ 1,000
Raetell Price {Food, Oroceries, and House Rent) Todox-
Numbers with avarage for 1923 a3 bage (= 1,000} .. 037 1,008 1,051 1,004 1,000

In both wholesale and rctail pricés there was a considerable increase
-during the year 1923 as compared with the year 1922,

7. Prices, 1922 and 1923.—In Appendix ITI particulars are given as
to the average prices of the particular brands of commodities used in com-
puting the index-numbers in the years 1922 and 1923, Corresponding informa-
tion for previous years as far back as 1871 was given in the Appendixes to
previons Reports.

CHAPTER IX.—RATES OF WAGE AND HOURS OF LABOUR.

1. General—The collection of data respecting the nominal rates of
wage payable in different callings and in oceupations in various industries
.carried on in each State was first undertaken by this Buresu in the caddy
part of the year 1913. Owing to the difficulsy of ascertaining reliable par-
‘ticulats of the numbers of apprentices, improveors and other juvenife workers
to whom progressive rates of wage fixed or othsrwiso according to increasing
age or expericnce are payable from year to year, the inquiry was confined to
the rates of wage pavable to adult workers only, and was further limited
generally to those industries in operation within the motropolitan ares of
cach State. In order to make the inquiry comprehensive, however, certain -
industries were included which obviously are not carried on in the capital
citics, e.g., Mining, Shipping, Agricultural, and Pastoral. The particulars
.acquired were obtained primarily from awards, determinations, and industrial
agreements under Commonwealth and State Acts, and related to the minirmum
wage prescribed. In cases where no award, determination or agreement
was in force, the ruling union or predominant rate of wage was ascertained
from employers and secrctaries of trade unions. TFor convenience of com-
parison, weckly rates of wage were adepbed, but in many instances the wages
were based on daily or hourly rates because in industries and occupations
in which employment is casual or intermittent wages often are so fixed and
paid. Hence the average weekly carnings in such occupations will probably
fall considerably*short of the computed weekly rates, The information
thus obtained referred to the weekly rate of wage in upwards of 400 industries,
and related $o 1,569 male occupations or callings, These particulars furnished
the necessary data for the computation of average rates of wage in various
industrial groups,* and in cach State and Australia. The average rate of

* The industrial clawifleasion of indusirica adopied is shown on page 3,
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wage thus computed ropresented the anthmetical average* of the rates of
wage payable in all classified ccoupations. It is not claimed that results
obtained by this method are precisely correct, but owing to the difficulty
of obteining satisfactory data as to the number of persons engaged in each
of the occupations for which rates of wage had been obtained, no detailed
syatemy of weights could he applied. Though a great deal of information
a$ to the number of persons engaged in dificrent industries and ovcupa-
tions was available from the Census (1911} results, it was found impraciic-
able to bring the classification of these results into line with the detailed
classification of oceupations in the various industries, as set out in the awards,
determinations, etc. For final results for cach State and for cach industrial
group throughout the States, however, a careful systemn of weighiing was
adopted. For example, in computing the result for any State in any year,
the computed average wage in each industrial group was multiplied by a
number (weight) representing the relative number of all male workers engaged
in that group of industries in the particanlar State. The sum of the products
thus obtained, divided by the sum of the weights, represents the average
wage for that State for the particular year.t

The whole question of weighting was referred to in some detail in Report
No. 1 (Prices, Price Inderes and Cost of Taving) of the Labour and Industrial
Branch of this Burcau. With the necessary verbal modifications, many
of the statements there made and the problems there considered in regard to
the subject of prices, refer equally to the question of weighting in other
investigations, such as the present.

The results thus ascertained for the year 1913 were published in Labour
Report No. 2, pp. 2843. In the early part of the year 1914 the scope of
the inquiey was considerably extended, and particulars of the wackly rates
of wage in 930 specified industries and 4,256 adult occupations {3,948 male,

* The summation of the weekly eate of wage divided by the vuniber of oecopatlons included,

T The weights waed 10 the computation of the average wage in male occupations were as follow 1

Current Rates of Wage for Adult Male Occupations.—Weights used for each
Industrial Group.

Particulars, T. TLOPTIIT | IV, | V. | ¥I | VI [ VI IX. | X | XT. | XIL | XTOT [ Xy,

Nsw, o | 136 | 228 | 109 84 65 ] 162 | 252 | M43 18T | T4 [ 137 | 04 | %4 | o02
Victoria . 113 | 195 | 160 a 55 141 | 190 | 157 | 13§ 54 G5 455 05 734
Quennsinnd BT 62 [ 108 23 20 R T 133 T3 22 45 352 43 902
8. Australia 24 71 45 16 15| 4ab 63| 20 48| 17| 4% 182 24 ] 223
W, Australin 6% 30 32 ¥ 2 M $2 | 142 40 i a2 118 3L 158
Tasmonta .. 25 14 17 L1} 5 7 20 44 10 6l 12 W04 10 80

Australin .. | 435 | 60G | 561 [ 231 | 16G ) 400 | 032 | 863 | 404 | 182 | 335 | 1,015 | 339 |2,300
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and 308 female)* were included, and results obtained thereby to the 30th
April, 1914, were published in Labour Report No. 5, pp. 44-50. These
results were further analysed, and the avorage number of working hours
which constituted a full week's work in each occupation was ascertained
and wejghted in a similar manner to the rates of wage. This course was
adopted in order to overcome the difficulty of making comparisons of the
rates of wage in any specified occupation, since, in many ingtances, a different
number of working hours constituted a full weck’s work in separate States.
By dividing the weighted average number of worling hours into the weighted
average weekly rate of wage, what for some purpoeses may be considered
& more adequate standard of comparison was ascertained. Results obtained
fSrom these computations were given for cach industrial group for each
tate.

Sinee the 30th April, 1914, the number of occupations included in com-
parative computations has been kept constant, but the particulars of wages
contained in Appendixes IV. and V. to this Report include thoso for many
additional cccupations. Tn most instances these have been taken from awards
ot detenminations made subsequent to the date specified by industrial
teibunals, from agreements registered under Commonwealth or State Acts,
or were obtained by direct inquiry.

To supplement the results thus obtained, investigations were made re-
garding rates of wago in past years with a view to showing their general
trend in each State and in various industrial groups. The total number
of occupations for which particulars werc available back to 1891 was 652,
The methods adopted for the collection of the data and comyputation of the
results were cxplained in Report No. & (see pages 23-4). The perticulars.
given in this Chapter show variatiens in nominal wages from year to year
in each State and in verious industrial groups. Index-numbers are slso
given showing variations in effective wages in cach State,

2. Adult Male Weekly Wages—States, 1914-23.—The arithmetical
average of the rates of wage given in the appendixes referred to furnishes the
basis for the computation of relative weighted wages in different industrial
groups and States. The following table gives particulars of the weighted
average nominal weekly rates of wage payable to adult male workers, at the
30th June, 1914, and at the end of the periods specified to the 31st December,

* The weights used in tho gompuiation ff the average wage In female ceenpations were as follow :—

Current Rates of Wage for Adult Female Qccupations.—Weights used for each

Industrial Group.
1 1v. LIL V. VI, Xur X,
artienlars, TFoodd. Clothing. Othor Thamnestic, Miscellaneous
Dhink, ote, | Noots, ete. | Manwfactures Notels, Shiop Asslatants,
Comlmed. ete. Clerks, cte.
New Sonth Wales . 23 228 44 04 124
¥Yictorin o .. 28 320 57 a0 111
Queenzland 5 an ] 47 42
South Auvatralia . 1 b 7 2z 32
Weetern Augtralin 1 a0 . ad .-
Tagmania .- 1 18 2 g
Anstraha .. . #1 731 118 290 307
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1923, for a full week's work, in cach State and for Australia, together with

index-numbers for each State at cach specified interval with the average

for Australia for the year 1911 as base (= 1,000} :—

Wages—Adult Males—Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate payable for a Full Wesk’s
Work, and Wage Index-Numbers. 30th June, 1914, to 8lst December, 1923,

Novre—Index-numbera basedt on the average wage for Aunstralia in 191I (51s 3d.)
28 base (= 1,000}, The index-numbers in this table are comparable throughout,

- Fartlcmiars. N.E2W. Vi @Fland g A W.A. Tas, t'r‘:ltis;
Ko of Deenpations inctoded . BT i 627 67 450 432 5045
RATES OF WAGE.
a4 8 d R | 2 & s . g £ 4.
Both June, 1014 .. . 5511 b4 4 5210 [C I ] ] 52 T a3 3
2Lse Docomber, 1911 . . a2 Bd 7 53 & T 42 10 it B 5y 7
sirth June, 1419 PR 63 W 07 5 1 a6 GG 0 712 62 0 g8 T
3lat Decem ber, 10149 +a . L] 20 - 05 7B 39 O 74 11
d0th June, L1920 f i a2 4 i 86 1u T3 4 81 0 T4 2 g 7
31at Decamber, 1020 . . HT] 84 1 gL G 82 3 & 9 8 9| 8810
seth Fune, 1921 . .. 03 03 0 0 o b 85 8 i G 8 3 9% 3
A1st Decomber, 1921 - . 05 10 03 7 a8 a5 95 0 N8 9 6
$0th June, 1922 .. . 3 2 aL 5 T ] 87 & "6 83 ¥ 2 4
31st Docen ber, 1022 . B 01 6 oL 4 03 10 ar @ 05 O 88 b 4l 6
Szt March, 1923 . .. 91 5 a2 ] 87 & LS B 5 01 4
d0th June, 1923 .. . a1 10 al 1 03 9 &7 5 ] 83 3 o G
20th September, 1923 | . 92 9 w6 LA ] an 2 ™0 %011 92 11
Jist Dccqn] bor, 1923 .. f 94 6 98 7 2 LL TR &b 2 9 4 o4
INDEX-NUMRERS
S0th June, 1914 ‘e ‘e 1,00 1,054 030 1,060 1,225 1,026 1,079
alst December, 1514 . . 1,006 1,065 1,042 1,062 1,226 14028 1,085
F0kh June, 1919 .s +e 1,542 1,510 1,308 1,302 1,358 1,225 1,338
21st Deecmber, 1919 .. . 1,403 1,404 1,544 1,374 1.516 1,346 1,462
20th Jone, 1620 ‘s . 1,615 1,510 1,894 1,432 1,581 1,447 1472
813t December, 1920 . 1835 1,679 1,785 1612 1.75L 1,674 1,752
30th Jung, 1921 i . 1,858 1,796 1,851 1,672 1,824 1,722 1,820
81zt December, 1021 . . 1,864 1826 1,686 1,746 1,853 1,788 1,844
30th JSfanre, 1032 .. i 1,828 1,784 1,835 1,704 1,524 1,728 1,801
S1st Deceinber, 1022 .. . 1,785 1,743 1,830 1,708 1,829 1,726 1,78%
316t March, 1925 e .. 1,784 1,780 1,830 1,708 1,823 1,724 1,785
B0th June, 1523 .. ‘e 1,504 3,778 1,520 1,705 820 1,523 1,785
S0th September, 1923 ., .. 1,810 1,825 1,335 1,740 1.849 1,774 1,813
31t Decem ber, 1923 ‘e ‘e 1,844 1,365 1,837 1,770 i838 1,802 1,840

* Welehted avelaye,

The table shows that the average weckly wage for adult male workers,
as indicated by index-numbers at the 30th June, 1914, in twe States, viz,,
New South Wales and Western Australia exceeded the weighted average
wage for Australia. At the 31st December, 1923, the Australian average
was exceeded by New South Wales, and, for £ho first time by Victoria. Wages
in the latter State rose during the year more than in any other State, dis-
placing Queensland which held the premier position at the close of 1922,

During the year 1923 the average wage increased in cach State. The
wage for Australia rose from 91s. 6d. at the end of 1922 to 94s. 4d. at Deceraber.
1923. The largest increase, 4s. 3d. per week, ocourred in Victoria, followed
by ‘Tasmania with an incréase of 35, 11d. por weel.- The smallest increase,
0s. 4d. per week, took place in Queensland, where wages remained practieally
stationary since the carly part of 1922 when the last change was made in
the declared living wage by the Arbitration Court.

3.  Adult Male Weekly Wages—Industrial Groups, 1914-23.—The foliowing
table shows (g) the average weckly rate of wage in each of the industrial
groups, and {(b) the weighted average wage for all groups combined, at 30th
June, and 31st December, 1914, znd at the periods specified for the years
1919 to 1923,



Wages—Adult Males—Woeighted Average Nominal Weekiy Rate payabie tor a Full Week’s Work, and Wage Index-Numbers in each Indosirial Group,
30th Yune, 1914, to 3lst December, 1923. -

Note.—Index-numbers for each industrial gronp and all industrial groups are based on the average wage for all groups in 1911
(51s. 3d.} as base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in this table arc comparable throughont.

N

TaOTSTRIAL GROTY,

r : Y. X -
1. I TV, Y. - - N1I - =TV
. IL ol Other - . IX ther XL AIIT. X1V All
Date. Wood, | mpe .| Food, [Clotning | Tooks, vIr ¥III . o | Adcenl .
Furnk ]l“;_::,mger Dok, lsoot,e,’ Printmg, _\[q_nu- Dindmg | Minmg, Atuilways, !.ul{d S}JID[JH'I,. taral, Domestie, lM[lsocsl ]éxdustrl;l
tare, ate. | M5 #91 Tore, et ete m]";";f"" cbe. Tpl'flr-s' cte ate | ete.t ancous. | Groups.
RATES OT WAGE. ,
g o, ¢ d g, d, g d. s d g d. LA 2 & 5. d, ¢ d. : d s d s d. s A
30th June, 1014 .. B0 2 57 2 55 2 a2 10 63 o 55 & 65 4 8¢ 11 50 8 51 1 45 7 49 & 47 0 { 53 10 55 3
st December. 1914 .. 50 6 67 @ a5 B a5 0 63 1o 56 0 65 5 63 2 89 2 52 8 49 10 49 5 47 11 ad 0 3 7
itk June, 1514 ‘s €9 1) 09 67 2 62 & 76 0 67 11 I ] a4 2 49 6 64 3 60 11 65 10 hp 2 6 7 63 7
31st December, 1519 .. 75 9 FERL ] Th 6 73 4 80 0 75 4 70 8 8§86 4 I ] 74 FE ] o 2 63 ¥ 73 74 i1
anth June, 1920 . a2 38 &3 7 82 9 PN 92§ 82 1 85 1 89 10 & 3 1 34 7 W2 7l 8§ iT 11 80 7
3ist December, 1920 . 45 1 a2 -5 g 2 g6 3 0 6 88 11 03 7103 10 B3 1 37 3 33 0 27 1 a0 8 84 11 3% 10
angh Jone. 1921 .. o7 & 97 11 az 7 g1 2|2 o o B 10l 4 f 105 8 97 3 a; 10 9 3 33 0 a2 1 8% 3 # 3
Atst Decemnber. 1921 ., 93 2 03 2 1 93 311 7 09 0] 162 5| 105 4 97 5 o = 1 8 39 0 a4 2 1 1 9+ 6
30th June, 1922 .. a7 05 6 92 16 9z 6| 103 7 f2- 5102 2 |103 7 4 10 89 7 99 9 85 11 83 5 B9 8 92 4
atst December, 1928 % 4 ol 10 o1 10 Gl 11062 9 01 31 [ 100 5 103 B 92 4 23 5 LI 83 11 ax g 88 B oL 6
alst Match, 1922 .. W 6 02 8 m % gL 1112 0 91 11 w0 7| 103 6 93 0 88 5 93 10 84 1t 32 4 33 6 91 4
SUth June, 1923 - ns 7 o 4 a1 i¢ gt 2102 10 92 0 i) 10 103 7 a1 0 37 2 93 10 23 11 82 7 88 5 aL 6§
anth Septetnber, 1425 7 LT 95 1 93 0 M 2163 ¢ 03 4 102 4| 104 8 03 8 o 1 10z o 85 10 82 0 " o1 a2 11
slst December, 1923 9% 2 97 4 94 2 0311|104 & 06 2103 8| 104 3 97 8 92 & 102 3 8 8 8 o6 2 3 M 4
' INDEX-NUMEERS -
Joth June, 1914 . 1,154 1,114 1.877 1,243 1,086 1275 1.267 1164 D7 . M8 964 913 1,050 1.079
315t Deceraber, 1934 .. 1,181 1,127 1,085 1,246 1093 1.276 1.27 1165 1,026 72 9065 935 1,054 1.085
30th June, 1919 . 1.363 1381 | 1,311 1,183 ts26 ] 1430 | 1,643 1,356 1.253 1,364 1,234 1,155 1.260 1.333
315t Deceanber, 1919 1,479 1,512 1473 1,476 1.470 1,554 1.724 1.532 * 1431 1,413 1,370 1,388 1.289 1.482
30Eh June, 1620 . 1,613 1631 | 1615 1.803 1602 | 1,674 [ 1,752 1.643 1,54 1,630 1,467 1,398 1,621 L5352
31st Deccmber, 1020 . 1.835 1,803 1,742 1,41 1.746 1865 | 2028 1,816 1,702 1,718 1,659 1,571 1,656 1,752
Inth June, 1921 . 1.9G6 1,011 1,306 1,989 1.828 1,053 2,061 1,908 1,772 1,858 1.717 1,602 1,742 1,820
51st Desermber, 1821 1,916 1,015 1,832 2,040 1554 1.909 205 1,001 1,760 1,984 1,7% 1,642 1978 1.84¢
Hth June, 1922 +e 1,854 1,882 81 24 2022 1,804 1.9 2,021 1,369 1.748 1,946 1.638 1.828 1,750 1.801
315t December, 1922 | 1,860 1,532 1,792 2,001 1,793 1,960 2,022 1321 1,725 1,947 1,637 1,608 1,730 1,785
3lst March, 1923 .. 1,863 1328 | 1,700 2,004 Lyd | 1,963 | 2019 A1814 1,725 1.928 1,657 1,606 1,728 182
30th Jume, 1923 .. 1364 1541 | 1,792 2,006 1,701 | 1,083 | 2,022 L33 1.7G2 1,028 1,637 1,611 1,721 1,785
30th Beptember, 1923 1,869 1,856 ) 1814 2011 18217 1986 | 2080 1,367 1,758 1,991 1,675 1,614 1,758 L8123
31st Decembet, 1923 .. 1,035 1,900 | 1837 2037 1,876 | 2,023 2,037 1,906 1,80 1,997 1,671 1,618 1,800 1840

* Tncludlog the yalue of victualling and accommodatlon where supplied, t Including the vatuo of boasd and ledging where supplied. § Weighted average,

HROAYT[ 40 SO OGNV AOYAY A0 STIVY
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The rate of increase in the weighted average weekly wage was greatest
in Group X1 (Shipping), 110.7 per cent., followed in the order named by
Groups X. (Other Land Transport) 81.1 per cent., and XIIT (Domestic,
otc.) 79.5 per cent.  The smallest inerease occurred in Group VII, {Building),
58.7 per cent. In eight of the groups the increase was more, and in six groups
less than the inerease in the weighted average for all groups. During 1923
increases in average wages occurred in all industrial groups, the greatest being
4.7 per cent. in Groups X. (Other Land Transport) and IX. (Railways, ete.)
followed by Group VI (Other Manufacturing) 4.6 per cent., and 1. (Wood,
Furniture, ete.) and XIV. (Miscellaneous) each 4.0 per cent. All Industrial
Groups combined increased 3.1 per cent. The percentage ircrease during
the year was least in Group VIIL. (Mining), 0.7 per cent.

4.  Adult Female Weekly Wages—States, 1914 to 1923.-—The index-num-
bers given in the preceding paragraphs for male adult workers were computed
with the weighted average wage in 1911 as base (= 1,000) in order that com-
pavisons might more readily be made between these index-numbers and the
retail prices index-numbers whiclt are also computed to the year 1911 as basc.
In the case of females, however, it has not been possible to secure information
for years prior o 1914, and the index-numbers are therefore computed with
the weighted average rate of wage payable to adult female workers in Aus-
tralia at 30th April, 1914, as hase (= 1,000).

The following table shows the weighted average weekly rate of wage
payable to adult female workers for a full weeck’s work in each State and
Australia at the 30th June, 1914, and at the intervals specified to the 31st
December, 1923. The table also gives index-numbers for each State based
on the average weekly wage at the cnd of each of the periods indicated,;
computed with the weighted average wage for all States at the 30th April,
1914, as base (= 1,000).

‘Wages—Adult Females—Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rata payable for a Full

Week’s Work, and Wage Index-Numbets, 30th June, 1914, to 31st December, 1923,

Nore.—Index-numbers based on-the average wage for Australia at the 30th April, 1014
(27s. 2d.) as base (= 1,000). The index.numbera in this table are comparable throughout,

Particolurs. N.BW, Vie. Qland. 3.4, W.A, TaB. mﬁ;‘}i .

No.of Qecnpations neluded 85 a7 a7 47 24 28 308

RATLES OF WAGE.

& & o 2. d s d KA & A

Joth June, 1914 . . 26 9 27 4 27 0 24 1 a7 1 25 16 27 2
31st December, 1914 . 26 10 a7 9 a7 1 24 1 37 ¢ 25 10 27 5
306h Fune, 1019 .. . a3 7 W2 oz 33 2 28 7 38 11 28 9 32 9
31et Docemiber, 1019 aa 4 O 34 5 38 4 33 3 43 7 3 0 87 1
S0th Junc, 1920 41 9 ] 41 7 3% 9 48 0 311 3010
318t December, 1920 e 46 0 43 1 44 11 40 7 52 11 41 10 44 &
30th June, 1921 .. . 48 6 EY 49 10 43 7 54 11 46 9 a7 7
316t December, 1921 40 0 47 10 a0 3 45 2 56 4 47 & 48 B
Joth June, 1822 . 45 4 47 10 48 £ 44 4 56 4 47 g a8 1
BlatDeoembel‘ 1922 47 8 48 0O 48 2 4 G 56 4 4 7 47 11
18t Mareh, 1923 . 47 8 | 48 0 | 48 2 | 44 0 | 56 4 | 47 7 | 47 9
30th June, 1923 .. .. 47 & 43 0 48 2 44 O 5 4 47 7 47 10
Jth Sepl.ember, 1923 - i7 6 45 =2 43 2 4 0 b 4 47 7 47 11
315t December, 1923 . 49 3 49 5 50 b 46 4 58 4 48 8 49 8

INDEX-NUMBEES. .

F0th June, 1914 . .. 984 1,006 003 B35 1,373 050 1,000
21st Decentber, 1914 . D87 1,022 ang 855 1,373 050 1,008
J0th June, 1919 ,. . 1,235 1,184 1,222 1,089 1,434 1,059 1,208
318t December, 1919 . 1,474 1,268 1412 |- 1,225 1,605 1,215 1,385
d0th June, 1920 ,. . 1,536 1,388 1,530 1,517 1,767 | ] 1,467
31st December, 1920 . 1,69 1,586 1,052 1,495 1,947 1.640 1,637
30th Fume, 1921 .. . 1,784 1,700 1,835 1,605 2,082 1,721 1,751
31et December, 1921 . 1,303 1,741 1,849 1,661 2,074 1,749 1,700
30th Jone, 1922 .. . 1,778 1,700 1,771 1,659 2,073 1,749 1,770
316t December, 1022 .. 1,754 1,767 1,771 1,620 2,075 1,751 1,763
31t March, 1923 . 1,740 1,767 1,77t 1,620 2,075 1,751 1,758
30!:11 June, 1925 . .. 1,747 1,767 1,771 1,880 2,075 1,751 1,760
Septcmber 1923 .. 1,740 1,774 1,771 1,620 2,075 1,751 1,764

3lst, December, 1923 . 1,812 1,819 1855 1,704 2,075 1,785 1,821

* Weighted Average.
.8160.—3
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The general upward movement in the average weekly wage for adult
female workers as given for Australia was comparatively small until 1916
when the average wage increased rapidly, the increase in 1920 being the largest
recorded. As in the case of male occupations, the increase in the wages
for females in 1921 was much less than in 1920. Reduetions were recorded in
female wages during 1922, but the decrease over the whole of Australia was
relatively much less than in the case of males. There was an increase in each
State during 1923 with the exception of Western Australia where the wage
remained stationary. The Australian average rose from 47s. 11d. to 49s.
6d. an increase of 1s. 7d. per week. The largest increase, 2s. 4d. per week,
occurred in South Australia, followed by Queensland with 2s. 3d. per weelk.
The advance during the whole period under review was 82.1 per cent. ;
practically the whole of this increase has taken place since the beginning 0£ 1916

5. Adult Female Weekly Wages—Industrial Groups, 1914-23.—The
following table shows the weighted average wockly rate of wage payable
to adult female workers at the 30th June, and 31st December, 1914, and
at the periods specified for the years 1919 to 1923, in the industrial groups
in which females ate mainly employed, and in all groups combined. Taking
the average wage for all groups at the 30th April, 1914, as base (= 1,000).
index-numbers are given, computed on the average rate of wage ruling at
the end of each period.

Wages—Adult Females—Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rale payable for a Fuil
Week’s Work, and Wage Index-Numbers in each Industrial Group, 30th June, 1914,
to 31st December, 1923, -
Nore.—Index-numbers for each Indusirial Group and sll industrial groups, based
on the average wage for all groups at 306h April, 1914 (273, 2d.), as base (= 1,000). The
index-numbers in this table are comparable throughout. .

INDUETRIAL GROUP.

. I, IL., Y. -
Date, III. ¥, M P XIIL. -

Food, | Clothing, | A34YL | Domestlo, | EIV. | AN

Drink, Boots, Marne otels, " | o, | Growps t

ate. ete. factoring. L1

. RATES OF WAGE.
g d. g. d, s d. 5. & 8 th e d
20th Juno, 1914 .. .. 22 4 24 9 20 11 3l 1 30 @ 27 2
ist December, 1914 . 28 5 24 11 27 0 20 2 3l 4 27 &
30th June, 191% . . 31 0 41 ¢ 33 5 32 0 38 5 32
31st Docember, 1810 . 3t 8 37 ¢ 36 0 3B 2 3 2 37 1
80th June, 1920 .. . 36 10 30 4 41 0 41 9 8 5 29 1)
$1st Docember, 1920 . 41 10 i3 5 44 0 i6 3 i 2 14 6
30th June, 1921 .. N 43 0 47 7 46 10 47 10 48 5 47 7
3tst Decem ber, 1021 . 43 9 48 7 18 0 48 0 50 0 48 8
B0th June, 1922, . 43 10 48 1 4 8 48 1 10 2 48 1
81at, Decem bex, 1922 43 3 47 10 47 4 48 8 43 9 47 11
8lst March, 1925 .. 43 1 47 8 47 2 43 3 48 8 47 9
30th June, 1923 .. 43 2 47 8 47 8 18 5 18 9 47 10
80th September, 1023 43 3 17 8 47 0 48 8 48 © 47 Li
31t Decemnber, 1923 4 1t 80 1 48 10 49 5 40 ¢ +9 &
1IXDEX-NUMBERS.

30th June, 1912 ., . 528 %3 [ 1,144 1110 1,000
815t Decem ber, 1914 . 862 o7 94 1,110 1,163 1,008
80tk June, 1919 .. . 1,142 1,169 1,230 1,279 1,229 1,200
81st December, 1619 .. 1,277 1,873 1,353 1,403 1,332 1,305
80th June, 1820 .. - 1,354 1,449 1,608 1,537 1,430 1,407
31st. Decein ber, 1020 .. 1,688 1,507 1,619 1,701 1,700 1,087
$0th June, 1621 . . 1,584 1,62 1,726 1,761 1,783 1,761
3ist Decem ber, 1021 1,600 1,789 1,766 1,787 1,841 1,700
80th June, 1022 .. . 1812 1,770 1,746 1,770 1,810 1,770
318t December, 1022 .. 1,695 1,762 1,741 1,777 1,791 1,764
#1at March, 1923 .. 1,587 1,754 1,787 1,777 1,702 1,768
SOth June, 1023 .., . . 1,588 1,756 1,730 1,788 1,705 1,760
80th Septémber, 1023 . 1,608 1,754 1,757 1,791 1,705 1,704
31st Decomnber, 1925 - 1,622 1,842 1,790 1 518 1.821 1821

* Incinding the value of board and lodging wiheve supplied, t Welalited Avernge,
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The greatest increase oceurzed in Group LV, {Clothing, Boots, etc.), 1022
per cent,, followed in the order named by Groups IIL (Food, Drink, cte.),
95.9 per cent.; L, I, V. and VI. (All Other Manufacturing), 81.5 per
cent, ; XIV. (Miscellaneous), 64.1 per cent., and XIII, {(Domestic, Hotels,
etc.), 59.0 per cent. The weighted average weekly rate of wage for all
groups was 82,1 per cent. higher at the end of 1923 than at the 30th June.
1914, 7

The average wage in cach industrial group increased during the year
1923, the largest increase being 4.5 per cent. in Group IV., followed in the
order named by Groups L, IL, V. and VI, 3.3 per cent., XIIL, 2.4 per
cent., 1L, 1.8 per cent. and"XIV. 1.5 per cent. The weighted average for
all groups inereased by 3.3 per cent,

6. Hourg of Labour and Hourly Rates of Wage, 31st December, 1923,—
{i.) General. The rates of wage referred to in the preceding parageaphe are
the minimum payable for a full week's work, The number of hours con-
stituting & full week’s work differs, however, in many instances, between
varions trades and occupations in each State, and betwcen the same trades
and occupations in the several States. To secure what may be for some pur-
poses a better comparison, the results in the preceding paragraphs are herein
reduced to a common basis, viz., the rate of wage per hour in industrial groups
in each State and in all States. In Appendixes IV. and V. details are given
of the number of hours worked per week in the various industries. The fol-
lowing tables give the average number of hours per week for cach State in
industrial groups. ‘

The tables show (a) the average weekly wage, () the average number
of working hours per week for a full week’s work, and (¢) the average
hourly wage for adult male and female workers in each Btate and industrial
group except Groups XI. (Shipping, ete.), and XII, (Pastoral, Agricultural,
cte.). Many of the occupations included in the latter two groups are of a
casual or seasonal nature, and the hours of labour are not generally regulated,
cither by awards or determinations of industrial tribunals or otherwise,
hence the necessary particulars for the computation of average working
time and hourly rates of wage are not available,

The general effect of reducing the weighted average rates of wage to a
common basis (i.e., per hour) is to eliminate on comparison any apparent
differerice between the several States which may be due to unequal working
time.

.y ddult Males—The following table shows the weighted average
nominal weekly and hourly rates of wage payable to adult male workers
and the weekly hours of labour at the 31st December, 1923 :—
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Weekly and Hourly Raies of Wage—Adult Males—-Weighted Average Rates of Wage
Payable, and Weekly Howrs of Labour, 31st December, 1923,

Aus-
Industeial Groups, Partlculnca* | N.5.W.) Vie, | Qld. | 3.4, | WA | Tas. |trallu.

Weekly Wage | 101/- [101/10106/0 | 08/ | 94/8 | 95/8 | 99/2
Working Hours | 45.%4 |40.23 (44 11 145,84 [47.87 |45.60 |45.09
Hourly Wage 2/2y | 2f2Y g/2k| 2/14| /R /2| B/

Weokly Wage | 08/4 |98/11 936? 03/0 | 03/3 |101/6 | 9774
Working Hours | 47.01 48.00 |44.00 [48.00 |47.25 |48.00 |47.51
Hourly Wage | 2/0k{ 2/08) 2/1%4) L/11§] 2704 2/13 2/0)

Weekly Wagoe 04,3 | 90/2 (82710 | 02/8 | 02/ | 9/5 | Ga/2
Working Hours | 47.02 |47.11 145.43 (46.41 [47.21 |47.04 [40.73
Hourly Wage 2/~ | /0% 2040 2/- ) 1/ L7103 2fug

Weekly Wage 02/3 | 98/-[100/5 100&5’ 06/ | B7/3 [83/11
Worklng Hours | 44.45 [45.85 144.00 144.00 |44.36 [40.20 |44.00
Hourly Wage 271 2/0%  2/3k 2/3% 2z/2 | 1/103] 2.1

Weekly Wage | 104/8 7106/6 | 9942 [102/5 [110/10] 0B/8 [104/5
Working Hours | 44.30 [44.90 |44 00 [47.53 [48.10 |48.00 [44.71
Hourly Wage 2/4% | R/4H 278 2713 2563 2/1%| 244
Weekly Wage o6/% | 0071 ] 8378 1 8542 |08/1L | 055 | 08/2
Working Hours | 47.14 (47,48 (45.21 (49,00 |47 60 | 47.65/47.2)
Hourly Wage | 2/08 | 2704 2703| 17015 =08 2/~ | 2701

Wockly Wage | 108/ [104/7 l10a/11]08210 |100/3 [104/0 1108/8

1. Woed, Furntture, &6, ..

11, Engineering, Metal
Works, &e.

IIL. Food, Drink, &o.

=

IV, Clothing, Boots, &c.

YV Booke, Printing, &c¢.

¥Y. (ther Mznutacturing .

Vv1I, Building . Working Hours [ 44 85 44.00 |44 00 (44.00 (43,32 |44.156 [44.50
Hourly Wage 2733 | A4 2/ 278 | gre | 2Md | g4
Woekly Wage | 108/~ [10af10111/7 | 7175 [10578.| 9072 |104/5
VIIL Miningt Working Hours | 43.83 [45.1% [43.03 [43.70 |43.87 (45,42 44 .04

Howrly Wage 24 2P BST | OL/TE) 2R BALE| 2/44

Weekly Wage 0772 {100/= | 98/4| ob/0 | 93/0 | 06/- | 07/8
Working Hours| 48 00 [47.49 |47,80 [48.560 |48 00 |48.00 j47.80
Hourly Wage 20k | A 203 1| 11 1403 2/0%

Weekly Wage 01/6 | 04/- | 86/- 05710 | 0o/- | n8/1 | 9240
Warking Hours | 48 14 [48.47 4§ 43 |48 00 [48.00 |43.00 [48 24
Hourly Wage | L/107 | L/11Y 1704 2/- | 2703 2704 110

Waekly Wagef | 100/5 (103/100102/4 | 104/8/161/8 104/~ 1102/¢
Working Hours - . e ..
Hourly Wage . . .. . .. i

Weekly Wa, 8576 | 82/10[ 88,0 | 84/2 | B87/2 | 88s0 | 85/8
XI1. Pastoral, Agrlcultuml,{ Workin, Hoguelgs .. .- . .
&e. Hourly Wage . .. .

JX. Rall and Trom Jerviees
X. Dther Lonid Transport

X1 Shippmg, &c,

Weekly Wage$ | 87/1 | 84/ | 82/3 1 84/3 | 83/8 | 66/4 | B4/¢
XT111. Domestic, Hotels, &c. .. Working Oouis] 48 14 [48.43 4B 00 |48.00 1458 00 |54.00 45,35
1| Hourly Wage 1703 | 1784 1/83] 1/9 1/0 1/23] 1/

{ Weekly Wage e/ | 96/4 | Bo/D | BB/5 | 87/3 | BH/- | 02/3

Working Hours | 47.80 |48 02 |40.60 (47.78 |48.00 |48.50 M7.7¢
Hourly Wage 1/11 2/- 1711 1/103) 1/93) 1/30 ) 3 /114

All Gronps . .. Weokly Wage 9476 | 05/7 | 0472 | 00/9 | D472 | 9274 | 04/4
{ Weckly Wage 'Gﬂéﬁ 08/~ | 0579 | 01/8 | 95/2 | 03/3 | 08/3

X1V, Miscellancons

Working Hours | 48,75 |47.06 [45_51 |47 00 |46.66 [47.27 46,70

ANl Group  exeephing XT.
X Hourly Wage 2/0% | 271 | B/a 17104 2r0d| 17113 2007

and .

* Particulars relate to the average seifghted weekly woge, working howes, snd hourly wage, respectively,
1 Average rates of woge and hows prevailing at the principol mining centres 1o ench g’ta.t.e. 1 Average
rates of wage are for oceupations other than Mnsters, Oflcers, apd Esnginecrs in the Merchant Mordne
Service, and Inclede value of victoalling and accommodatlon, where provided, st 00z, Gl per monkl.
§ Inctuding the estimated valve of board and iodging, where swupplied
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(iii.) Adult Females.—The following table shows the weighted average
nominal weekly and hourly rates of wage payable to adult fomale workers,
and weekly hours of labour at the 31st December, 1923 . —

‘Weekly and Hourly Rates of Wage—Adult Femnales—Weighied Average Rates of Wage
payable, and Weekly Hours of Labour, 81st December, 1923.

Tndustrisl Groups. Particulors.* | X.8.W| Vi | Q. | S.4, | W.A.| Tas t‘::t?;
Weekly Wage 43/6 :15/9 41/11 | 3870 [ 36/~ | 44/6 | 44/1

ITT, Food, Deink, &c. Working Hours | 46.50 |48_00 [46.17 (48,00 |44 .00 |45.00 |47.22
Hourly Wage | —/113 | — /113 -/11 | -/10 | -84 | /113 -/11}

Weekly Wage 50/4 |4B/11 | 52/2 | 5209 | 51/0 | 46/% | 50/1

1V, Clothing, Boots, &e, Working Howra | 44, F4 (45.20 [44.00 |44.00 |44.00 (45.11 |44 64
Hourly Wage /13 | 18| 124 v/ 1s2 | 1508 1

Weekly Wage | #7/2( s1/2 | 4671 | a6s2| .. | 45/- (48710

L, Ik, V., VI, Ail other Working Hours | 46.48 46,97 |44.07 [47.50 .. |48.00 (46,64
Manul’acturlng Hourly Wage 1/04 /1| 1704 -1 .. ~/11§] /04
Weekly Waget 47/8 | 49/5 47/ 45/1 | 81/8 |53/11 | 49/5

X1I1. Domestle, Hotels, &e. Working Hours | 47.08 | 47.60| 47.33(48.00 (453.00 (54.00 | 47.04
Hourly Wage 170 | 1704 1/-t -/113) 1734 1/-| 1703

Weekly Wage 5074 |50/11 | 53/- | 30/6 . .. 40/6

X1v. Sh? Aegistants, Clerka, Working Hours | 47.43 [46.60 (47,00 |48.00 . o | 4710
{3 Hourly Wage 1/0% /13 14 084 L. .. 1/04

Weekly Wage 40/5 ) 40/5 | 5075 | 46/4 | o0/4 | 4876 1 40/8

All Groups .. . Worklog Howurs | 45.81 |46.13 [45.80 [48.10 [45,97 |47.268 [45.98
Hourly Wage 171 1/0% 1Y 1/0 1723 1/0% 1/1

-
* Particulars relate to the aserage weighted weckly rabes of wage, working hours, and hourly wage

respectively. 1 Including the value of board and lodging, where supplied, in order that the rate may be
comparnble ‘wlth those paid in other industries.

7. Hours of Labour and Hourly Rates of Wage, 1914 to 1923.—The
following table shows for male and female ocoupations separately at 30th
April, 1914, and at the end of December, 1914, to 1923 () the weighted average
weekly wage, (b) the weighted average number of working hours constituting
o full week’s work, and (c) the weighted average hourly wage. The weighted
average weekly wage relates to all industrial classes combined, and includes
the value of board and lodging where supplied (in land occupations), and the
value of victualling (in marine occupations), whereas the number of working
hours and the hourly wage relate to all industrial classes other than Groups
XI. (Shipping), and XIL (Agricultural, Pastoral, ete.}. Many of the oceu-
pations included in the two groups last-mentioned are of a casual or seasonal
nature, and the hours of labour are not generally regulated either by awards
or determinations of industrial tribunals or otherwise, hence the necessary
data for the computation of the average number of working hours are not
available.
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Weekly and Hourly Rates of Wage—Adult Workers—Waeighied Average Ratfes of Wage
lpg{gb:eo aﬂ’%s\.lfeekly Hours of Labour, 30th April, 1914, and at the end of the years

|
Data. L Particulars, N.SW, Vie. Q'land. S.A, W.A. e, [ Aust,

MALE WORKERS,

| g o g o & A, g d [ & i, & 4,
goth April,| [ Weekly Woge® .. | 33 9 54 4 52 8 54 4 62 2 |52 6 |85 1
1014, Working Howrat 40 43 48. B¢ | JE.78 | 48.60 | 47.78 | 48.62 | 48 93
Hourly Waget . 1/2 1/13 141 171§ Lf4 141 172
g 4. & o 5 . g d. [ & o s d,
Weekly Wage* .. | 57 7 5% 3 34 4 54 3 0 4 53 2 i 6
31st Dee,, Workln%\]{ours? a¢ 28 48.50 | 48.56 4%.50 | 48.12 | 4B.56 | 48.77
1018, Hourly Waget .. 1/2¢ 1/2 Liz 1/2 144 1/l 1/2
5. il g ol LS 5. d. r d ] . [
Weckly Wage* .. | 61 11 a3 10 & 4 59 0 65 2 5 O 6 8§
31st Dec., Wurkln Hourst 48.5L 45,22 48,27 8,14 | 48,11 48.55 | 48.393
1918, Hourly Vaget .- 1/8 173 1/4 1/5 1/43 1/2 1/3
& 4. [ g g d s, d, 4 d. 4 d,
[ Weekly Wage* .. [ B¢ & 83 0 85 & 62 1 63 11 a0 7 G4 2
3lst Deg., ’ Working Hourst FE T 48.14 4719 47.32 48,10 48,48 48.10
1917, Hourly Waget .. 1/3 1/4 175 1/4 1{59 1/4 1/41
o, g d 3 d s d e i £ ¥
Woekly Wage* .. i) lJ. 6 6 4o 8 65 6 T 4 41 2 68 5
513t Drec., Working lHourst 45.18 47.08 | 46.00 47.77 47.090 | 48.28 | 47 88
1018, - Hourly Waget .. 1743 1/4 1/¢ 1/4% 1/G 1/3 1/5
2, d 5. =, i &, d [ 3 &, d.
Weokly Wage* .. %9 20 - 70 5 7 B 60 0 T4 11
st Dee, Working Hourst 4737 47.36 | 46.19 | 47.68 | 47.60 | 47 B9 | 47.4]
1619, Hourly Waget .. 1/?‘5 1788 1/9 1/5’{ 1/7% 1/5 /Y
#. & s, i ¢ d. £, &, . Eoou § .
Weekty Wage* . | OF O 86 L 91 0 ] B2 B 8 % | 8 9 &) 10
318t Dee., Working Hourat 47.51 47.19 15.83 +7.29 46 53 +7.33 47.07
1020, Hourly Wagef .. 2/- L/10 2/0‘3 1/83 L1138 171 1/11
& . 5, 4. g g 4. e d. A & d,

Weekly Wage* .. 9510 | 93 7 96 8 | 86 5 | 05 0 | 04 8 | 04 ©
318t Dac., |« Working Hourst 4588 | 46,85 | 45.52 | 47.07 | 46 24 | 46.84 | 4G.22
1921.

Hourly Waget .. 2/1} 2/0} 2/2[1 1/13} 2/1d 1!11‘, 2/0}
[.3 . 4 " £ . &, ' . . &. .
Woekly Wage* .. | 81 0 ol 4 03 10 87 0 03 @ 8 B 9 ¢
dlat Dec., Worklu% Hourat 45.05 | 48.99 45.41 47.00 40.4L 46.93 40.88
1022, Hourly Waget .. 2/0} l/ui 2/1% 1/122 2/(}} l/l.l:'! 2/-0‘
[N e, o [y A & £l r d.
Weekly Wage* .. o5 6 08 0 95 0 L 8 B ¢ U3 3 o6 8
st Dec., Working Hourst 46.73 47.06 45,61 47.00 4. 00 47.27 4G.70 «
1923, Hourly Waget .. | 2/0} 2/1 2/1% 17114 | /0% /11§ | 2/02
FEMALE WORKERS,
s d. a . 4 d g . g FAN: 2 4. o
- Weekly Wage . 26 9 L 4 26 11 24 1 7 4 23 10 i 27 32
30th Aprl, Working Hours .. 1 49.24 48 .54 49.32 49.33 48.60 50,78 49.08
1914, Hourly Wage .. -/t'rj -/6‘% /0 -/53 —/03 —Nd | /B
£ . 8. £l [ . L . . £,
Weekly Wage .. | 27 & 26 11 20 11 24 4 37 b5 28 0 27 4
31st Dec,, Wor]cin llours . 4D.45 458.406 40 .84 49.36 40 3§ 50.14 f 49.12
. ) tou r[Y “g'-‘ ” 8_./03 8“/63 8-{0 s-goli 8_/0d ;‘/sj i 8"0
Weekly Wage .. | 28 7 |28 5 |27 8 | 2410 [3810 |28 3 |2a 5
315t Dez., Workleg Hours . 40.44 18.36 49.85 49.02 49.08 #0.83 49.02
1916, Hourly Wage .. -/':d -/?d "/"3 '/6¢ -70 -/03 ’-/7‘i
. £od e i £ d. | & d 5. d s i A
Weekly Wage .. ] 30 35 0 4 an 5 27 9 48 10 28 6 30 6
318t Dec., Working Houts .. | 48.08 48.82 48.00 48.73 48.78 4%.83 8.1
1017, Hourly Wage .. -/ L) =/T rd "/03 "/'33 =7
K. N LA . &. [ . & . », . 8, .
Weekly Wage ., | 31 10 31 3 32 10 20 5 18 10 28 9 3 ¢
31at Dac., Working Hours .. | 48.35 48.32 483.37 48.73 43.78 11 .83 48.42
1918, Hourly Wage .. —IBd -/73 —/Bj —/73 -/93 —ITJ —/?3
#. . &, . & 4 A * & . -, . 5. .
Weokly Woge .. | 40 O 34 5 38 4 33 8 43 7 33 0 w1
318t Dec,, Working Hours .. { 47.58 47.43 44.7¢ 47.47 43.12 49.28 47.54
1019, Hourly Wage .. —/13 -/8 ~/9$ - 83 —/l‘} -/8 A =/ 9}‘
£ d. & d. g 4. 5, d. g . s 5 d
Woekly Wage .. | 40 0 43 L 11 a0 7 62 11 41 10 44 ¢
81at Dec., Waorking Hours .. | 46.83 46.23 46.0% 46.51 46.20 47.58 46.47
1920, Hourly Wago .. —/11? -/11%- -/11 -/101 1/13 -f10 =11
7.t g 4. roa. | & 4 e d, £
Weekly Wage . 49 0 47 10 50 3 45 2 50 4 47 8 48 8
315t Dec,, Working Hours .. 45.06 4604 45 .68 46.10 45.07 47.80 45 .61
1021, Hourly Wage .. lflaT 1/0 1/l —/113 1123 ‘l/—d. '1/03
£ . £ “ &, . f. + . . .
Weekly Wage .. | 47 8 |48 0 |48 2 | a¢ 0 |56 4 147 7 |47 11
3ist Dec, Working Hours .. ;] 45.33 406.14 45.060 4G.10 45.97 47.86 45.82
1022, Hourly Wage .. 1/0 1/0 1/0 =711 1/23 slf_d sllod
LN . &, . a. . & . £ + '+ - .
Weekly Wage .. | 49 3 40 5 M b 40 4 56 4 8 0 40 6
31at Dec., Workin }Ioum .. | 45.81 46.13 45.60 48.10 45.97 47.86 45.08
1923, Hontly L 114 /09 1/1% 1/ 1/2% /0% 1/1
* Weighted average weekly wage In oWl industrial gronps com bined, + Welghted nvemggowgk;,(n
0] s

hours per week, and computed hourly rates of wn!:,o for al! lodustrls} groups cxcepting
(Bhipplog, ete), ond XIL (Agricuttural, Pastorall ete).  Working hours have not been generally
regulated by industrial trlbonals for ocoupstions claaslfed In Industrial Groups X1, and XIT,
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~
There was s diminution in each of the States during the period 1914
t0 1921 in the number of working hours constituting a full week's work
for male and female occupations, but during 1922 and 1923 certain increases
in hours of labour were recorded, principally in New South Wales. The
effect of these changes on the hourly rate of wage as compared with the general
increase in the weekly wage is readily seen from the comparative index-.
numbers given in the following table. In each instance (male and female
occupations separately) the basis taken is the weighted average for Australia
at the 30th April, 1914 (= 1,000).

Index-Numbers for Weekly and Hourly Weighted Average Wages, 30th April, 1914, and
3lst December, 1915 to 1823,

NOTR—Weighted Average for Australin at 30th April, 1914, as base (= 1,000},

Date. Partleulars, N.3.W. Vie, Q’land. 8.4, I W.A, Tas. Avsb,
MALE WORKERS.
30ch Apwil, { Weekly Wage .. 1,011 084 055 086 1,128 952 1,000
1914 Hourly Wage .. 598 980 063 o 1,170 | 033 1,200
31st Dcc { Weekly 'Wage e 1,044 1,002 0840 002 1,149 965 1,023
Hourly Watle . 1,030 1,006 1,008 1,001 1,182 946 1,030
Slst Dee " { Waoekly Wage . | 1,123 1,067 1,005 1,071 1,182 1,034 1,100
018 Hourly Wagse .. 1,127 1,074 1,097 1,095 1,200 1,011 1,106
Slsb Dec o { Woekly Wage .. | 1,188 1,143 1,183 1,144 1,250 1,081 1,164
1917 Hourly Wage . 1162 1,138 1,209 1,145 1,262 1,079 1,164
318t Dec., { Weckly Wage .. 1,196 1,189 1,261 1,158 1,270 L119 1,205
1018 Hourly Wage in 1,104 1,102 1,297 1,176 1,282 1,120 1,210
318t Deo, Weekly Wage .. 1,393 1,306 1,426 1,277 1,409 1.261 1,559
1919 Hourly Wage .. 1,405 1,322 1,512 1,262 1,408 1,250 1,378
3tst Dee., { Weekly Wage .. 1,706 1,561 1,659 1,500 1,628 1,650 1,629
1920 Hour]r Wage .. 1,725 1,570 1,758 1,402 1,686 1,567 1,666
318t Dee., { Week]y Wage .. 1,788 1,697 1,753 1,623 1,723 1,683 1,715
1921 Hourly Wage .. 1,817 1,741 1,885 1,637 1,796 1,675 1,779
31&*.. Dcc { Weekly Wage .. 1,860 1,657 1,702 1,588 1,701 1,805 1.660
Hourly Wage .. 1,735 1,709 1,805 1,621 1,766 1,628 1,726
313t. ])cc , { Weekly Wage ., 1,714 1,784 1,708 1,848 1,708 1,875 1,711
Hourly Wage .. 1,776 1,790 1,808 1,876 1,764 1,690 1,771
FEMALE WORKERS.
30th A pril, { Weekly Wage .. 934 1,008 939 835 1,373 950 1,000
1914 Hourly Wage .. 930 1,021 578 881 1,386 920 1,000
1at Dec., Weekly Wage .. 1,007 /490 990 1 1,378 1,031 1,005
1915 Hourily Wapgo .. | 1,002 1,005 976 BOB 1,357 1,011 1,009
31at Dec., Weekly Wage .. | 1050 1,047 L.004 15 1,428 1,041 1,047
1916 Hourly Wage .. 1,044 1,063 10 014 1,431 1,027 1,043
41t Tree , Weekly Wage .. | 1,119 1,116 1,120 1,080 1,430 1,045 1,121
1017 Hourly Wage .. 1,122 1.134 1,122 1,027 1,440 1,028 1,130
31st Dec., Weekly Wage .. | 1,173 1,151 1,208 1,084 1,480 1,050 1,168
1918 Hourly Wage .. | 1,181 1,189 1,224 1,092 1,428 1,044 1,185
318t Pee., { Weckly Wage .. | 1,474 1,268 1,412 1,225 1,605 1,215 1,365
1919 Hourly Wage .. | 1,523 1,307 1,483 |- 1,262 1,659 1,211 1,410
31st Dee,, Weekly Wage .. 1,695 1,586 1,852 1,495 1,047 1,540 1,837
1920 Hourly Wage . L7717 1,685 1,761 1,578 2,080 1,680 1,730
31t hec., Weekly Wage .. 1,803 1,761 1,849 1,861 2,074 1,749 1,790
1921 Hourly Wage .. | 1,085 1,578 1,889 1,770 2,216 1,794 1,923
3lst Dee, Woekly Wage .. 1 *L,754 1,767 1,771 1,620 2,075 1,751 1,763
1022 Hourly Wage . 1,200 1,881 1,008 1,726 2,215 1,787 1,550
318t Dec, , Weekly Wage .. | 1,812 1,819 1,855 1,704 2,075 1,785 1,521
1924 Hourly Wage .. | 1,048 1,957 1,007 1,815 2,215 1,851 1,044

8. Weighted Average Nominal Hours of Labour.—The following table
shows the weighted average nominal hours of labour (exclusive of overtime)
in & full working week for male workers in each State and Australia at the
30th April, 1914, and at 31st December, 1915 to 1923. Index-numbers for
each Btate based on the average weekly hours at the end of each of the periods
specified, computed with the weighted average hours of labour for all States
at the 30th April, 1914, as base (= 1,000), are also included.
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Weighted Average Nominal Hours of Labour {exclusive of Overtime) Worked by Adult
Male Workers during & Fuoll Working Week, and Hours Indez-Numbers, 30th Aprils
1914, and 31st December, 1914, to 1923.

NorE.—Index-nummbers based on the Average Hours of Labour for Australian at
the 30th April, 1914 (48.93}, aa base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in thia table ate
comparable throughout. \

Particulars. N3 W Yie. | Qand. | 5.4, W.A. Tug. Ausgt.
|
30th Weighted avernge wcckl y
April, hours of labour* 40.42 | 48 B0 | 48.78 | 4B.00 | 47.79 | 48.02 | 4B.03
ioid Index-numbers .. | 1,010 09t bisirg 003 a7é 004 1,000
{¢: Weighted rwcrasc weokl:r
Dee., houra of labour* 49.30 | 48.66 | 48.84 | 48.50 | 48.18 | 4B8.62 | 48.37
1014, Index-numbers o | 1,000 004 084 093 085 juit] by
3lat Welghted avemge wcckly
lee., hours of labour* |40 25 | 48 50 [ 4AB.06 | 48.50 [ 48.12 | 4B8.5¢ | 4B.77
1915 Tndex-nwmbers . 1,007 801 a02 001 083 992 a7
3lst Weightced average weekly
Thee., hours of Iabour* L. | #8.51 | 48 22 | 48.27 | 48.14 | 48.11L | 48.55 | 48 33
10186, Index-numbers . 0901 085 087 184 083 i i
" glsd Welghted average weck?y
Dee., houra of Jabour* ol48.a1 | 4814 | AT.ID | 47 B2 | 48 10 | 48.48 | 48.10
1017, Index-numbors . 059 084 084 i 083 s 081
Alsb Weightod avcmga weekly
Dec., hours of labour® 48 L 1 47.08 | 6.0 | 47.77 | 47 40 | 48.30 | 47 BE
1918, Index-numbera e 984 81 P59 078 078 880 079
Jlet Welghted average weekly -
Dee,, hours of labour* . 47.77 | 47 30 | 46.19 | 47.58 ] 47.60 | 47.80 | 47.4L
1019, Ind ex-numbers s 976 968 044 972 o973 079 061
415t Weighted average weekly
Dee,, hours of labowr® L1 4T.51 | 47.10 | 45.03 | 47.20 | 46 63 | 47.33 1§ 47.07
1020, Index-numbcra .. a71 984 033 966 451 ba7 2
Jlst Weighted averngos Weekly
Dec., hours of [abour* . 45 &8 44¢.05 46 62 47.07 40.24 46.84 40 22
1921, Index-numbets e 933 BB ®30 kil 046 957 045
318k Weighted av crage weekly
Dec,, hours of labouar* 40 .05 46 .00 45.51 47.00 44 .41 44.03 44 .48
1922, Index-numnbers .. 941 060 D313 081 048 59 048
313t Weighted average wcekly
o, hours of labour* . 46.7% | 47,08 [ 45 51 | 47.00 | 40.68 | 47.27 ) 46.70
1923. Index-numbers as P55 He2 030 31 054 206 054

* Weighted average working hours per weck for oll industrinl groups exeepting Groups XTI
{(Shlpping), aud XIL {Agtleulturat, Pastoral, ¢te,.) In which working hours have not been generally
rogulated ivy Indnstrial tribunals.

There was a considerable diminugion in ca¢h State during the period
1914 to 1921 in the number of working hours constituting a full week’s work
for male occupations, while during 1922 and 1923, in certain States, but
principally in New South Wales, hours of lahour were increased. The weighted
aversge weekly hours index-number for Australia at the 31st December,
1923, was 954, as compared with 1,000 at 30th April, 1914, a reduction of
4.6 per cent. During the period under review the percentage reduction
in hours was greatest in Queensland (6.7}, followed by New South Wales
(5.4), Victoria (3.5), South Australia (3.2), Tasmania (2.8), and Western
Australia (2.3).
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Y. Average Nominal Weekly Wage—Siates, 1891 to 1923.—The following
table shows the averago weekly rate of wage payable to adult male workers
in each State from 1881 1o 1923, The wages given in this table are relatively
identical with the index-numbers shown in the table on p. 74, and relate
ta the 31st December in each year.

Average Nominal Rates of Wage payable to Adult Male Workers for the vears specified
from 1801 to 1923.

Particulars. !1391“ 1390,[ 1901 ’1911. 1914,‘ 1015 | 19168 1917} 1918 1019.] 1020 ' 1021 | 1022 1023,
|

podls t|e e o afe als ale dls dls e dls dls ale o

N8 Wales .. |a4 493 1|45 11|51 856 3(57 7ley 1lls4 3les 1il7e olos olos 0o slox o
Victoria "L 40 548 9140 OO0 Biba 755 358 1063 O[os 67z 0lse 1[p3 7[a /05 T
Queenzland . |16 elas Sfs6 2[51 1153 8|54 aloo 46 360 o8 7ol olos ales wler 2
&, dustrall il slaL 8laz olsp a4 s[5 s8lae ules 1les 6|70 slsz slso 5ls7 elee ©
W oaustrafin . ls2 453 7)53 1u5o ooz wolex dles eles 1lj7o 4t sles vlos ooz ala 2
Tasmankt 138 alas ele 1041 olsz g5z sls7 o[se FleL z2leo oss ol siss sloz 4
Australis .. l4g 5‘41 30{43 5|51 3l53 7l56 6|60 a'|e4 2los  5|7¢ 11lse 10le4 elor e'lm 4

Ln the States of New South Wales, Victoria and Queecnsland, the rates
show an inerease in each of the years specified, except in 1896 and in 1922,
In Sonth Australia there was an increase in each year, except in 1922, while
in Western Australia the average rates remained constant in 1906 and 1907, .
with increases in cach other year with the exception of 1922. In Tasmania
there was a decrease in 1896, in 1907, and in 1922, and substantial increases
in 1912 and 1913, During the period 1911 teo end of the year 1923 the average
weekly rate of wage in New South Wales increased 84 per cent., in Victoria
&9 per cent., in Queensland 84 per cent., in South Australia 75 per cent.,
in Western Australia 60 per cent., in Tasmania 126 per cent., while the
weighted average weckly rate for Australia increased from 5is. 3d. to
ds. 4d., an increase of 34 per cent,

10. Average Nominal Weekly Wage—Industrial Grouys, 1891 to 1923.—
The following table shows for various years the average weekly wages payable
in each industrial group. The wages are relatively identical with the
index-numbers shown in the table on page 74, and relate to the 31st
December in each year.

Average Nominal Rates of Wage payable to Adult Male Workters in each Industrial Group
for the years specified from 1891 to 1923.

1 . 1
Particuiurs. I 18‘91,‘ 1806 ' 1901.! m Lj1yid ] 19311916 |[ 1917.; ip18, 1919.] 1920 :I 1921 ' 1922, | 1923,
e i e S N
i g d]s d| s al e d| s :J',} g d s wdia @ s.d ood & a]l g d| ~ o
Group I 32 G468 2[52 357 850 680 262 10686 063 1175 9 05 1 2] 95 w2
K I. 47 84T T8 5|54 ﬁib? BeD 22 365 KPa BTT 6 02 & 08 93 10) 97 3
» DT [38 2187 1144 T)50 953 Bl57 961 263 766 075 6 80 3) 0F 10( 01 10| 94 2
IV, |36 glac 3las 250 353 053 256 7|50 781 673 b/ 88 5 b3 3 1l ez 11
. Y. 53 5|50 15l Q[3R 1143 1a4 668 LT0 674 LAC & 00 6104 7|02 oltpd 5
. ¥l 46 444 Bla6 5151 1156 057 B61  H)G3 166 175 ol 88 11 05 0] 91 11| 98 2
. YEI |50 447 655710182 145 5l65 1080 B(TE 574 3|7 B 05 Y102 S0 5105 B
< VIIL 158 L83 1054 8|81 265 2166 752 078 478 41103 100105 4{103 8104 5°
. LX. 50 10(a1 0|62 4/57 030 Slep 1063 4165 1188 1172 6! 03 1/ 97 5 93 4 97 B
w X 4% B[36 OO0 046 7132 Bl5g 457 1002 B3 BT 4 BT 3 00 |88 5| 02 &
. XI |88 234 638 Siad TP ROSZ 759 101 2{64 5|77 9 88 0101 8| 98 G0z 4
. XIE 34 10133 632 1143 04b 34D 855 0oL 1963 170 8t BY 1) 80 O] 23 11| 85 8
s XIIT (32 10(30 6[30 8456 547 1148 751 053 1186 768 7| 80 8| B4 2182 4| 84 6
.. XIV. [30 738 73R 10047 Tisd Olad TLB 360 063 3l?1 @ B4 11| 01 1)/88 B 92 2
L e e
|
ALL AROUPS !43 sl41 1043 551 355 TAE 860 8‘64 266 Ef'ﬂ 11] 80 10 94 ﬁﬁ o1 5| ™ 4
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At the close of 1923 the weekly rate of wage was highest in Groups VIII.
(Mining) and V. (Books, Printing, etc.) 104s. 5d., while the lowest was in
Group XIII. {Domestic, Hotels, etc.), where the rate was 84s. 6d. The
average for all groups increased in all the years since 1891, except in 1896
and 1922.

11. Nominal Wage Index-Numbers—States, 1901 to 1923.—The following
table shows, by means of index-numbers, the variations in wages for all
industries in each State at the close of the years specified, the weighted average
wage for Australia in 1911 being taken as base (== 1,000) :—

Variations in Nominal Wage Index-Numbers (Adult Males), for years specified, 1901 to
1623. (Weighted Average Wage for Angtralia in 1811 = 1,000.)

No. of
Partioulurs. °§f‘;‘£“ Nominal Wage Iodex-numbers,
incloded.
r
1001 10134
l02 23 1004 | 1011 1914 | 1915 | 19010.[ 1917 1912] 1919.| 1020.| 1921.| 1022.] 1928
1912, .
N.5. Wales 1580 74| =58 1,008| 1,000 1,124 1,208} 1,257( 1,236( 1,498{ 1,885} 1,869| 1,785] 1,844
Yictorla .. 150 ool 7eel 0BS| 1,065 1,073 1,148 1,220 1,278 1.404| 1,676 1,824] 1,783| 1,805
meensland . . g1 27| 001 0970 1,042} 1,080] 1,177] 1,273| 1,350] 1,534| 1,786( 1,838] 1,810| 1,837
. Austrils 154 6% svf1,m3] 1082 Loy 1,351f 1,231 1,273l 1,373} 1.014] 3,745] 1,708) 1,770
W. Australln o] 489) 1,052 1,152 1,226} 1,230/ 1,272} L,345| 1,372 1,614] 1,761 1,A53( 1,820| 1 838
L

Tasmanis .. | 54 482 719y 708| 1,028| 1,028 1/112] 1,183] 1,193] 1,346 1,674] 1,7a8| 1.726| 1’802
Australis® | 653 3,943' sas't.onul 1,085 1,102| 1,134' 1,252] 1,208 1,462| 1,752 1,844( 1,785 1.8¢0

* Weizhtol average.

12. Nominal Wage Index-Numbers—Indusirial Groups, 1901 to 1923.—
The following table shows the variations in nominal wage index-numbers
for the 14 industrial groups, based on rates of wage at the end of the years
specified. As already pointed out, these index-numbers are comparable
throughout, and show, not only the variations in wages in each industrial
group, but also the relative wages as between the several groups -—

Variations in Nominal Wage Index-Numbers {Adult Males) in Indugirial Groups for years
specified, 1001 to 1923. (Weighted Average Wage for all Groups in 1911

= 1 .

No. of
Partisulars. nggtl":' Nominal Wage Tndex-Numbers,
included,
1901
L L19L3-1901.f1o11. [ Lons [1916.11017. 1928} 01.0.[1020.]1 021 |1 022 1023
I. Wood, Furnlture, ote. ; 27 2701,009|L,126/1,161/1,245/1,288i1,345(1,479(1,855(1,916[1, 8001
1 Englneerln%é Metal ' ! <88iL, ! o5
Works, otc. | o101) e3e] 94s|L064]1,127|1,211)1,26801,340]1, 8120180301, 91501, 83211, 000
1T, Food, Drink.ete. .. | "84] s578| 871 901(1.085/1,194]0/241 (1288014751, 7421 232(1 7021857
TV, Clothing, Hota, Boota,
cto. ne e 130 124 708| 981[1,084|1,104|1,163(1,198 1,8101,7771,838
V. Books, Printing, cte, 250 205 9o6l1,149(1,2446|1,328(1'370]1 440 2/040(2,004(2/037
VI. Other Manufacturing | 102} 275 ©07|1,013[1,008/1.263(1,245(1 280 1.8541,708[1'576
VII. Bailding .. . 47] 190|1,050[1,213|1,276(1,359(1,413(1,449) 5(1,000]1,96012,
VII. Miping .. | onf 1e1fioer(Liisa{1272(1,920( 15081, 2.060(2,0222.037
1X. Ralland Tram Services | 68| 224/1,021]1,1131.165[1,236]1,286]1,345] La0111,821(1 908
X. Other Land Transport 9| 70| ‘785 ‘o10itio28(1,128]1,21011,257| 1 1,760j1,725[1,806
XI. Shipping, ete. o | raf a8 751 8Tl "o%2(1;153(1104|L267 [L,08411,047{1,007
X11. Agricultural, Pastoral,
ete. .t 8l 2l e2q| ssel eesliovali10z)izm 1,736/1,0871,671
XHI. Domestic, Hotels, etc. 17] 124| 608 &5H 985] ‘es{1052(1,104(1, L0421 006(1,648
X1V, Miscellsneous . 861 233 754 0281,054)),187[1,185/1,234 L, 778)1, 731,800
All Groupst .. | 8523,048 s48[1,000 1,035'1 184 1,252'1,29(5 1,844|1,785)1,840

t Welghted average, M
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13. Nominal Wages and Effective Wages,~—The relatiofi between nominal
and effective wages was discussed at some length in Labour Report No. 6,
Section IV., par. 3, and reference to the matter was also made in Labour
Report No. 11, p. 95.

14. Variations in Effective Wages, 1901 to 1923, —In comparing wages,
two elements are of obvious importance, viz., (i.) hours worked per day or
week, and (ii.) cost of commodities and housing. Thus 60s. per week of 60
lours represents the same hourly rate as 48s. per week of 48 hours.  Similarly,
if the cost of commodities and housing increases 25 per cent., e.g., if the prices
index-number rises from 1,000 to 1,250, then 60s. per week (the index-
number being 1,250}, is effectively equal only to 48s. {(when the index-namber
wag 1,000). Or, again, if the prices index-number falls from 1,000 to 750,
then 60s. per week, when the index-number is 750, would have the same
purchasing-power as 80s. when the index-number was 1,000. Ignoring for
the present the number of hours worked, and assuming that the real value
of the average wages is to be measured by their purchasing power, the actual
average wages paid may be rcduced to their effective value by applying
the prices index-numbers to the nominal wages index-numbers. The follow-
ing table shows the efiective wage index-numbers so ascertained in each State
for each of the years indicated from 1901 to 1923,

In computing these effective wage index-numbers, the nominal wage
index-numbers for years prior to 1914 given in paragraph 11 hereof have been
divided by the price index-numbers in Chapter V., paragraph 5 hereinbefore.
The resulting index-numbers show for each State and for Awstralia for
the years specified the variations in effective wages. The nominal wage
index-numbers for these years are based on rates of wage current at the
end of December, the only data available. For the years 1914 onward,
however, the nominal wage index-numbers used are based on the average
wage for the four gquarters .in each year, and in this respect differ
from those in the preceding sections. However, so far as the years 1901,
1911 and 1913 are concerned, as the movement in wages during any
one yeor prior to 1914 was very slight, it is possible even if the wage data
were available in quarters, that the index-numbers nsed would approximate
very closely to those based on averages for the year.

Effective Wages—Adult Males—1901 to 1923.

Tarticulars. | 1901, [ 1911, | 1033, | 1o1d. 1015.[1%; LOLT. | 1918, | 1929 | 1920. | 1921, | 1022, | 1023,
i
xs8w, .. | 81 o7 oe4| o8| sss| s33] =82l so0d svs| ona| 1o7e] 1,103 Lo40
Victoria .. | 15 1,037 1,007 061| s3] ss8 e2e| o025 o004 875! 1038 1102 1038
Quesnsland | 1,172| 1090 Lo6o| 1,088} 902 o4d| 1,041 1,042 ooo| 1.036] 17ae 1273 121a
8. Australia 848 957 od47] 020 B42[ 868 9s1 ‘oas| 01| ss3l ijney| 1,090 1oge
W. australia | 1,024) 1,623 1,076 1,070(1,008' 935 1,051| 1,005 008 1.012] 1isg| 1.226] 1,102
Tasmanin .. |= 827 838 .076] 042 ssel 839 878 ‘360l ‘84 977

Anstralin 0G4} 1,000 Lris 48 854' B4 30 93E] 807 OLI| 1076 1.126f 3.062
1
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In the preceding table the effective wage index-numbers are computed
to the one base, that of Australia for 1911. Subject to the gualification
already referred to, which, as has heen pointed out, does not materially afiect
the figures, the index-numbers are comparable in all respects, and compari-
sons may be made as to the increase or decrease in the effective wage index-
number for any State over any period of years. Thus it will be seen that
comparing 1923 with 1901, and also with 1911, there has been an increase in
the index-numbers in all States.

15. Effective Wages and Standard of Comiort, 1901 to 1923 —In the
preceding paragraph particulars are given as to variations in effective wages
in each State, due sllowance having been made for variations in the pur-
chesing-power of money, but not for unemployment.

For years prior to 1913 the data svailable as to unemployment are so
meagre that comparative results allowing for variations both in the purchasing-
power of money and in unemployment cannot be accurately computed for
the several States. In the subjoined table, for these earlier years tho
percentage of unemployment for Australia and the nominal wage index-
numbers relate to the end of the year, For the year 1914 and subsequent
years, the wage index-numbers, percentages of wnemployment and retail
price index-numbers are the average for the year. Column I. shows the
nominal wage index-numbers, and Column II. the relative percentages
unemployed (see Chapter IIL). Applying these percentages to the numbers
ghown in Column I., and deducting the results from each corresponding
index-number, so as to allow for relative loss of time, the figures in Column
ITI. are obtained. These figures are then récomputed with the year 1911 az
base, and are shown in Column IV. In Column V. the price index-numbers are
shown, and in Columns VI. and VIi. the effective wage index-numbers are
given, firstly, for full work, and secondly allowing for lost time. These
are obtained by dividing the figures in Columns I. and IV, réspectively, by
the corresponding figures in Column V. The resulting index-numbers show
for Ausiralia for the years specified the variations in effective wages or
in what may be called the “ standard of comfort.”* A comparison betwcen
the figures in Columns I. and V1. shows the relation between the nominal rates
of wage and the purchasing efficiency of these rates. The figures in Column
VII. {see graph on page 8) show variations in effective wages after allowing
not only for variations in prices, but also for unemployment.

* This expression must not be confused with " standard of lving' A cliange in the atandard of
living necessarily involves a change in requmnen (sce Labour Iteport Nol 13, that j=. n chiange i the nsiura
or o the rolative quantity of commodliles purehased. ot both. A ehange 1 the * standord of comiord,”
merely imp'ies o variatlon In effective wages, which variatlon may, or may not, result In or be aceomn pan led
by a change In the * standard of living.*
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Unemployment, and Nominal and Effective Wage Index-Numbers, for the years specified,
1901 to 1923.*

Eate of Wage Todex- Effective Wage
I. I1. nnmbers, sttowing V. Index-numbers,
for Lost Time,
Nominal TEAn
Yunr. Wage P Uncg-gc I 1v. I.l"?'it:ja] A VL.
Index- ployed. Recom- Todex- Allowing
numbers. Actual, ted, numbers. | Fell Work. | for Un-
1911, cmploy-
=1,000} ment.
1901 . 848 6.6 793 832 880 964 945
1906 . 866 6.7 808 848 902 960 940
1907 .. 203 5.7 242 584 897 996 086
1908 .- 200 6.0 5460 888 951 W6 934
1909, .. 023 5.8 870 913 048 974 963
1910 .. 955 5.6 901 945 970 035 974
1911 ..} Looo 4.7 953 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
1912 . 1,051 5.5 993 1,042 1,101 935 046
1913 . 1,076 5.3 1.021 1,071 1,104 975 970
1814 .. 1,081 8.3 981 LOdd 1,140 948 -oar2
1015 o 1,092 4.3 990 1,039 1,278 854 813
1916 . 1144 5.8 1,073 1,131 1,324 864 854
1917 .. 1,226 7.1 1,159 1,195 1,318 930 907
1913 . 1,270 5.8 1,196 1,255 1,362 232 921
1919 . 1,370 6.6 1,280 1,343 1,510 907 889
1920 s 1,627 6.5 1,521 1,506 1,786 211 804
1921 .. 1,826 11.2 1,621 1,701 1,607 1,076 L002
1922 .. 1,801 8.3 1,634 1,718 L.GOO) 1,126 1,072
1923 . 1,805 7.0 1,679 1,762 1,700 1,062 1,036

* Asto the effeet in abnorma) periods, see Sectlon TV, par. 2, of Labour Report Wo, 6.

Note.—For dyoars prier to 1814, the nominal wage Index-numbers and the Ewent.u%o unamploved
relate to the end of the year only, but from 1914 onward these figures In addition to those for retail prices
are averages for the whole yeer,

Compared with 1911 the effective wage in 1901 was 3.6 per cent. less
for full work, and 5.5 per cent. less after allowance for unemployment. In
connexion with the index-numbers in Column VII., unemployment was less
in 1911—the base year, than in any other year., During the period 1912 to
1920, whilk wages increased steadily, prices increased at a greater rate, with
the result that the purchasing-power of wages was less in each of these vears
than in 1911, the lowest point reached being in 1915 when the full time index-
nunmber was 14.6 per cent. less, or, allowing for unemployment, 18.7 per cent.
less than for the base year. The first occasion on which the effective wage
wag higher than in 1911 was in 1921, when wages increased considerably
while prices declined, the increase in effective wages being 7.6 per cent.,
but only 0.2 per cent. allowing for, unemployment. Unemployment reached
its *“peak >’ during 1921. Both wages and prices fell in 1922, but the former
less than the latter, resulting in & further increase in the effective wage. °

The average nominal wage index-number for 1923 was practically the
same as the average for 1922. Prices on the other hand increased appreciably,
and in consequence the cffective wage index-number declined both for
full time and allowing for unemployment. As unemployment was less than
in 1922, the effective wage index-number allowing for this factor fell less than
that for full t.ume. In 1923 the effective wage was 6.2 per cent (full time)
and 3.6 per cent. (allowing for unemployment) higher than in 1911.
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16. Relative Productive Activity and Effective Wages, 1871 to 1923.—
The preceding tables refer to variations in effective wages, having regard
to fluctuations in prices and unemployment. Ancther impertant matter
is the question of relative output or production per head of population
measured quantitatively. If measured by value alone, a rise in prices would
have the effect of making an equal production with that of a time when prices
were lower show a fictitious increase. Any estimate of the relative increase
or decrease in guantity of production musé therefore allow for the variations
in prices. This is done in the table on the next page, in which Column L.
shows the estimated value of production (¢} in the aggregate and (b) per head
of mean population. In Column II. the cstimated value of preduction
per head of population is shown in the form of index-numbers with
the year 1911 as base; that is to say, the production per head in
1911 is made equal to 1,000, and the wvalues for the other years
computed accordingly. 1ln Column 1IL price index-numbers are given,
Production price index-numbers are available only from 1908. For carlier
years the wholesale price index-uvwmbers have becn used. The figures
in Column IV. are obtained by dividing the figures for each year
in Column [I. by the corresponding figures in Column JII. They show
the estimated relative productive activity per head of population,
taking the year 1911 as the basic or standard year, the fluctuations due
to variations in prices having been eliminated.

The index-numbers for the years from 1914 to 1922 cover a period which
in several respects was abnormal. At the beginning of that period there
was a widespread drought, and again in 1918 dry conditions prevailed. Further,
the enlistments for war service took from industry over 300,000 adult
males in the prime of life, while the dislocation of industry owing to the
altered conditions arising out of the war must also have adversely affected
the productivity of Australia. It is impossible to measure these effects
quantitatively. *

The following tuble shows the total value of production from varions
sources during the years specified :—

Estimated Value of Australian Production, 1908 o 1923,
I

Dairy, Yoreatey R
. ricul- R N : Manulacs ek
Yenr, At%ll‘:l!, 1ramtorak. 1&1?;};;?'(;18 mfll:gcq. Mining, ruring. l'otal.
£1,000 £1,000. £1,000. £1,000, £L,000. £1,000, £1.000.
LYOG .. | 25,349 45,380 13,611 4,879 26,043 31,172 147,043
1907 . 30,50 S G0 15,584 4,820 28,317 36,156 166,042
1905 ‘e 37,150 47,259 15,645 4,280 24,557 36,637 | 164,934
1909 .. | 41,050 50,804 15,064 4,462 23,036 39,713 174,195
1910 .. 39,752 50,993 17,387 4,789 23,222 45,598 187,741
1911 . 38,774° 50,7256 19,107 + 5,928 23,303 50,767 188,404
1012 .. 45,764 51,615 20,280 4,432 25,475 07,022 206,578
1013 .. | 46,182 57,866 20,341 ¢, 338 25,594 G1,586 217,887
1914 .. 36,052 61,085 21,562 4,419 22,053 62,956 210,007
1915 . 75,476 66,180 21,156 5,777 22,000 42,888 253.531L
1914 .o 61,255 76,142 20,849 5,605 23,192 64,205 257,248
1919 L 59,641 82,322 31,326 5,523 24,998 69,797 273,607
1915 .. 59,030 86,793 33,738 7,137 25,402 758,362 287,525
1919-20 . 72,202 | 100,920 38,830 10,170 18,982 08,162 339,206
1920-21 .. | 112,501 806,882 52,613 10,420 21,613 | 109,435 393,834
192]-22 .. 81,880 69,254 44,417 10,373 19,977 120,751 346,642
1922-23 .. 84,182 91,475 43,542 10,845 20,116 131,548 182,208
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The table hereunder shows the valne of production as affected by the
factors previonsly indicated.

Estimated Relative Productive Activity in Australia for the years specified, 1871 {o 1023,

L IL TII. Iv.

Estimated Voloe Estimate

of Productlon, Relative Price- Reiative

Value of Index- Productlve
¥ear. Prodnetion | Numbers Activity
. . (®) [0} per head Year 1011 per head
Total. Per head Year =1,000. |Index-Numbers
{006 of Popula- 1911 Year 1911
omitted.,) tlon, =1,000. . =1,000.
£ £

1871 .. . . 46,700 27.46 667 1,229 543
1881 .. . . 71,116 30.83 748 1,121 667
1891 .. . .. 96,087 26.65 720 945 762
1901 .. .- .. | 114,585 29.9¢ 727 974 T46
1906 .. . | 147,043 35.04 873 948 921
1907 .. . o} 166,042 39.00 969 1,021 M9
1903 .. .- .. 164,034 _38.07 t 046 1,004 842
1909 .. . .| 174,195 404,29 9718 976 1,002
1910 .. .- .. | 187,741 42.43 1,030 963 1,070
1911 .. iy .. | 188,404 41.19 1£0) 1,000 1,000
1912 .. .. .. | 206,578 43.52 1,057 1,074 984
1913 .. . N 217,887 44,52 1,081 1,054 1,026
1914 .. .. | 210,097 42.25 1,028 1,256 817
1915 .. .. .. | 253,531 51.01 1,238 1,292 968
1416 .. . .. | 257,248 62,30 1,270 1,398 908
1917 .. .. L 274,607 54,91 1,333 1,486 897
1618 .. . .. ] 287,528 56.58 1.374 1.683 868
1919-20 .- .. | 330,266 43.98 1,553 1,875 828
1920-21 .. .. | 393,834 72,77 1,767 1.1 925
1921-22 . .. | 346,062 82.91 1,527 1,579 967
1922-23 . .| 382,208 67.85 1,647 1,758 940

* The Index‘numbe-s for vears prior to 1908 are wholesale prices index-numbere; from 1908
onward production priee index-numbera {the basia being lnlested in Produeulen Bulletin No. 17),

CHAPTER X.—NOMINAL AND EFFECTIVE WAGES—AUSTRALIA
AND ENGLAND.

1. General—In an endeavour lo secere comparable information with
regard to rates of wage in various countries, copies of a statement showing
the rates payable in a number of occupations in Australia have, since 1922,
been forwarded twice yearly to the most important countries of the world.
At the same time a request has been made that similar information as to
rates payable in those countries should be forwarded to this Bureau. The
response has not been sufficiently complete to enable comparisons to be
made for all the countries, the reason given for inability to comply with the
request being generally that such statistics are not readily available.

In this connexion mention may be made of the International Conference
of Labour Statisticians held at Geneva in October, 1923, for the purpose of
discussing methods of facilitating the exchange between countries of data
relating to labour conditions. Particular attention was given to the question
of wage statistics, and resolutions were passed to provide for greater uni-
formity and more frequent collection.

In the previous issue of the Labour Report (p. 89), a comparison was
given of wages in Australia (Sydney), New Zealand {Auckland), and Canada
(Montreal). Through the courtesy of the Minister of Labour (Inteiligence



