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CHAPTER VI—--RETAIL PRICE INDEX-NUMBERS, 200 TOWNS.

1. General.—Te supplement the information collected monthly for
the 30 towns spesificd in the preceding chapter, a special investigation was
undertaken in November, 1913, into prices in 70 additional towns. This
investigation was repeated in November, 1914, snd again in November
1915, when the number of additional towns was increased to 120, In Novem-
ber, 1923, the number was furtherinereased t0 170, Tnformation of thisnature
will be obiained annually in November, and will thus relnte to 200 towns.
The results of the firss investigation were published in Labour Bulletin No.
5 (Section IV, pages 26 to 33}, where some description was given of the
methods adopted in making the investigation and in computing the index-
numbers.  The results of succeeding investigations have appeared in the
Labour Bulleting and Reports of this Bureau.

2. Results—1921 t01928.—The reaults of the investigation in November,
1923, are set out in the tables on pages 42 to 45.  (See end of last column,
on page 456). Aggregate cxpenditure on food and groceries separately is
shown in the form of index-numbers for each year in column A.  In columns
B and C the corresponding aggregate expenditure on food, groceries, and
rent of 4-rooms ; and food, grocerics, and rent of 5-rooms are shown for
cach year for each town.  The index-number 1,642 (see page 45) represents
the weighted average expenditure in 200 towns on food, grocerics, and rent
of 5-roomed houses; 1,526 ropresents the average weightod expenditure on
1ood, groceries, and rent of 4-roomed houses in November, 1923, Similarly,
in column A, the index-number 1,083 represenis the relative weighted average
expenditure o food and groceries only for November, 1923. The figures
given in the table are comparable throughout. Thus, taking the average
weighted expenditure for the 200 towns on food, groceries, and rent of 5-
roomed houwses as equal to 1,842, the expenditure on the same items in Mel-
bourne is 1,689, while if 4-roomed houses were substituted for B-roomed
the expenditure in Melbourne would be representod by 1,547 compared with
an cxpenditure of 1,526 on the average for 200 towns,

The change made in Report No. 13 in the basis on which the index-numbers
were computed is continued in this issue. Previously the weighted average
expenditure on food, groceries and rent of §-roomed houses for the 150 towns
in cach year was taken as base. In the tables on the following pages the same
base is taken as in the tables refecring to 30 towns and 6 capital cities given
in the preceding chapter, ie., the weighted average cxpenditure on food,
groceries, and housing in the 6 capital cities in 1911 is made equal
to 1,000,
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Rent for all houses in the Six Capital Cities in 1911 as base (= 1,000).

1921, 122, 1023,
Rovembor, Navenber November
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New Bouth Wales— A B C A I C A ' C
ney .. .| 1015 | 1,606 | 1,580 | 1,084 | 1,653 | 1,041 | 1,087 | 1,608 | 1,708
ewenstle . . 1,020 | 1408 | 1,574 § 1008 | 1410 1674 ) 11%0 | 1,631 | 1,67
Brokeo Rl .. .| noes| 18057 1,376 | 106070 1,331 | 1402 | 1227 | 1,510 | 1587
Qonlburn .. o) Lol | 1avz | 1400 986 | 1,400 [ 1,527 | 1005 | L,670 | 1601
Bathurst .. .. 086 | 1,232 | 1,328 G40 1 1287 | 1300 | 1,045 | 1,325 | L4114
Albu —a e 1,003 | 1,431 1,521 036 | 1,510 1,604 1,060 1,846 1,764
Armidale e . 1,031 1,314 | 1,411 974 | 1,332 1,404 1,073 | 1,424 1,538
Talllna . . .. .. .. .. .. | vaes | 1,500 | LEse
e .. 1,073 | 1,300 | 1,308 983 | 1,250 | L3558 § 1,132 | 1408 | 1,530
Borry . . o . . . . .- 1,117 | 1413} 16t
RBlackheath .. . . I . ‘s . ‘e 1,199 | La3s ¢ r,726
Bourke .. .o ] 10687 1211 1,277 | 1,055 | 1,232 | 1,285 | 1,228 | 1.42¢ | LAn5
Bowral o ol 1080 ] 1401 | 1,524 | 1,061 a6 | 1,504 | L14L | 1,501 1760
Caslne - .o | 1080 1430 | K518 | 1,011} 5,373 | 1,430 | 1183 | 1,641 | 1643
Cessnock .. e i ‘. + + . .. ,111 1,676 1,650
Cobart .. o 1183 1232 | 1,265 | 1,043 1,041 0 1174 | 1,062 | 1,251 | 1284
Cooma . e 1,101 | 1,308 | 1,500 108 | 1,202 1,300 1,220 1,611 | 1,704
Coonamble .. Lo ] 1048 1365 [ 1474 | 1,045 ] 1952 | 1436 | 1142 | 1405 | 1475
Cootnmundra .| ross| 1472} 1502 92l { 1,337 { 1,440 | 1098 | 1,858 | 1)¢90
Cornlmal e e 1,052 | 1,338 | 1,387 1,013 | 1,309 | 1,88L 1,106 | 1,435 1,527
Cowra. . . 087 | 1312 | 1,434 974 | 1,378 | 1484 | 1,074 [ 1,505 | 1,599
Cronulls e .. e .. .. i .. .. 1,155 1,748 | 1,870
Cudgegong .. . .. .. .. .. .. . 1,187 | 1,864 | 1403
Dentliquin .. .. 07 | 1208 | 1,867 | 1,008 | 1,300 | 1378 | 1,087 | 1405 | 1474
Dubbo . ‘e 046 | 1,426 | 1,547 1013 | 1,445 1,542 204 ) 1,657 | 1,791
Forbes . To] note | 1,385 | 1477 | Lotd | 1308 | 1,560 | 1105 | 10580 | 1737
Gilgnndrn .. .. .. .. .. .- .. e 1,136 | 1,426 | 1,506
en Innes ., ‘e 058 | 1,285 | 1,384 057 | L2686 | 1400 1,015 | 1,320 | 1423
Grafton .. o] 1,07 | 1360 | 1455 | 1,008 | 1,350 | 1478 | L1490 | 1644 | 1643
Grentell . ‘e 1,014 | 1422 | 1,560 077 | Ladd | 1,569 ¢ 11790 ] 1641 | 1,771
arifiens .. . - - . o .. .- 1214 | 1,872 | 2,004
Gulgong ‘e .. .. " ‘e P ‘e e 1,002 | 1,388 | 1451
Gupnedall .. | 1024 | 1,320 1 1,432 090 | 1200 | 1,358 | 1039 | 1434 | 1506

ay . | 1006 | L34z | 1476 | 1,004 | 1280 | 1,405 . . .
Inverell ‘e ‘. 1,044 | TA95 | 1,462 1,003 1,263 1407 1102 | 1452 1,621
Junes .. .. 1,042 | 1,463 | 1,655 001 1,418 | 1,5t7 1117 | 1561 1,474
Katovmba .| riio | 1631 ] 1,752 | o000 | 1,684 | 1371 | Loo5 | 1728 | 1850
Kempsey | Loz | 14210) 1,609 | o6l | 1200 | 1427 | ol | 1350 | L3es
Eurs Xuril .. . . - . . .. .. | L1BL| LA77 | 1,650
Leeton . .s . ‘e ‘. ‘e ve ‘e 1,164 | 1,014 [ 1,040
Liamore . ‘e 1,110 | 1,433 | 1,574 1,047 | 1402 1,563 1,162 | 1,517 ¢ 1,478
Lithgow .o . 1,085 | 1,418 | 1456 1018 1 1,255 | 1472 1,160 | 1,647 1,454
Maltland ‘e ‘e 1,001 | 1,340 | 1415 904 1,350 1,402 1,086 | 1,564 [ 1,60
Moreo ve . 1073 | 1,505 | 1480 | 1070 | 1,487 | LE&05 | 1,285 | 1602 | E 707
Moss Vala .. .| 1028 | 1470 | 1,569 000 [ 1304 | 1,850 | 112 | 1622 | 10704
Mudgeo . oo | 1oar| 411 | Lass 095 [ 1414 | 1504 | 1X15 | 1,515 | 168l
Narrnbri .s ‘e 1,036 | 1,370 | 1,442 902 | 1,282 | 1,395 1,100 | 1,427 1,663
Narranders .. .. .. .. ve .e P J LABT | 1021 | 1,740
Nowra . .. 1,073 | 1402 | L1468 | 1052 | 1678 | %857 [ 3,164 | 3650 | 1,717
Orango . .. 001 | L3818 | 141L 0556 1 1,307 | 1410 | 1032 [ 033 | 1,585
Parkes +e ‘e 1,019 | 1,420 [ 1,503 1,000 K 1,550 1,120 | 1,604 1,453
Penrith e e . . - .- o .. 1083 | 1440 ¢ 1hG7
Pory Kembln . ‘. .. .. i i .. 1,145 | 1467 ; 1,640
Porthed .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,106 | 1,462 | 1,494
Queanbeyan o] uLoda | 1,388 | 1,305 | 1,014 | 1,876 | 1488 | Y72 | 10577 | 16T
Qulrindk~ ., . . .- .. . ! | 1ags | ey | nses
Richmond .. .. . - . . . . 1,221 [ 1,407 | 1688
oo . ve .. +a ‘e e .e 1,028 | 1,482 | 1,687
Singleton. . .. .. . . .. .. o | T1i7 | 1,479 | 1548
Tomworth .. . 052 | 1,383 | 1448 G20 | L3 | 1,407 | 10651 1427 | 1,582
Tarce . - . .. .. .. .. .. 1086 | 1,598 | 1,687
TetmoTn ‘e i 1,002 | 1424 ( 1,623 1004 | 1,467 1,632 1,049 | 1,506 1,007
Tentertield .. . .. . . . . . 1,137 | 1,494 | 1,665
Tumut . .- - . . .. . .. 1149 | 1,511 | 1,643
Ulmarra, .. . . .. .. .. .. . 1,103 | 1,674 | Le23
Wogens Waggs .. 086 | 1,385 | 447 051 | 1,350 | 1,477 | 1,182 | 1856 | 1,988
Walcha . - .. .. V. o ‘s .. | 1000 1,305 | 1,436
Wellington .. | 1082 1,810 | 1412 o4 | 1,990 | 1,318 | 118w | 14ls | 1500
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Index-Nombers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns, ete.—continued,

. 1931, 1922, 1623,
November November. November,
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New South Walea—conid. A I c A b3 c A

Weston - . Iy . . .- . . 1108 | 1487 | 1,527
Windsor .. . < .y . e . ‘e 1,108 | 1,483 | 1,684
Wollongong . . oo | ROSL LSBT | 1440 | 1,018 | 1,200 | 1486 | 1,187 | 156¢ | 1,852
Wyalong .. Lo p 10| 1,389 | 1472 023 | 1,929 | 1445 | 1,148 | 1,505 | 1,081
Yaus o Lo fLoud | Latl ) 1488 | 1,060 | 1,385 | 1149 § 1,240} 1567 | 1,048
L4 | 1,3t0 § 1,387 950 | 1,306 | L40B | LOw4 | 1412 | 1,511

Xoung ‘e ..
Welghted Averape for
Btate

1,020 | 1,463 | 1,563 | 1,024 [ 1,483 | 1,580 | 1,099 | 1,585 | 1,688

Victoria—
Melbourne .. “ 072 | 1,418 | 1,543 907 | 1,431 | 1,570 | 1,002 ] 1,547 | 1,860
Rubiarat . V3IT | 1,178 | 1,284 o76 | 1,217 | 1,320 | 1,080 | 1,356 | 1,463
Lendige .. . 968 | 1710 | 1,315 077 | 1,28¢ | 1,381 | 1075 | 1,375 | 1,472
Geclong - .. 991 | 1,330 | 1,432 050 | 1,322 [ 1430 | 1054 | 1427 | 1550
Warrnambool . 000 | 1,335 | 1,484 032 | 1,273 | 1,481 | L0687 | 1448 | 1,578
Ararat .. . 1084 | 1,827 | 1,426 | 1002 ; 1,303 { 1,305 | 1,150 | 1472 | 1,50
Bacchus Marsh e v ‘e ‘. s " . 1,08l [ 1480 | 1 840
Bairnsdale .. Lo L0481 1837 LA04 | 1,009 | 1,271 | L4094 | 1,166 | 1,588 | 1,602
Beechworth .. " 970 | 1,196 | 1,262 o96 | 1,223 1 1,275 | 1,114 | 1,364 | 1,433
Yenalla .. | 1004 1,904 | 1406 047 | 1,276 | 1,335 | 1,081 {1 1413 | 1,480
Camperdown . 082 | 1,424 | 1,426 0963 | 1,539 | 1,539 | 1,065 | 1450 | L5681
Casterton ., . . i ‘e . .. L0735 | 1,345 [ 1,446
Castlemalne . . .o | LOO1 | 1241 | 1,360 097 ] 1,280 { 1876 | 1,060 | 1,358 | 1454
Colac ‘e Lo | LOZS | 1480 | 1604 973 | 1500 | 1,582 [ 1,135 | 1,675 | 1,798
Creswick .. . 970 | 1,075 | 1,121 021 | 1,063 | 1,082 | L035 | 1,154 | 1,200
Daylesford ., + .. | L0138 | L2321 [ 1,329 005 | 1247 | 1,320 ] 1,080 | 1,370 | 1,458
Dunoglly e e 930 | 1,058 | 1,097 034 | 1,092 | 1,131 | LO067 | 1,212 | 1,238
Echuca - o | 1,920 | 1260 | 1,365 ora | 1,285 | 1,327 | 1,060 | 1,304 | 1,464
Luroa . . 21 1,226 | 1,250 | 1011 | 1,243 | 1,206 | L1131 [ 1414 | 1470
Hamilton .. oo | LSO | L3905 | 1487 | 1,018 | 1,402 | 1,534 | 1,140 | L5687 | 1,667
Healesvilla ., ‘e s .. . 1,147 | 1,588 | 1,700
Horshmn .., .. | LO53 | 1,458 | 1,823 987 | 1,427 | 1,536 | 1104 | 1,673 | 1,827
Kerang . . . i ‘e .. . . 1,126 § 1,652 | 1,784
Koroit . .. e . 1,096 | 1,472 [ 1458

Koramburra. .

Kyoveton .. .| Loz | L2t | 1,381 951 | 1,273 | 1,331 | Loet | 10380 | 1450
Lllydale - v ‘e .. .. . . 1,127 | 1,555 { 1,854
Malfra +e . - . Ve e . 1,146 | 1,738 | L8700
Mnaldon .. ‘e 972 | 1,110 | 1,133 033 | L0922 | 1,137 1,08¢ | 1,242 | 1,27
Maryborough .| Lo22 ) 1eg | 1,2 077 | 1,154 | 1,270 | 1,008 | 1,316 | 1407
Muldura e e 1,155 1 1,711 | 1,856 1,102 | 1,757 | 1,824 1,164 | 1,769 [ 1,920
Morwell .. .- .. - .. » .. 1,108 { 1,733 | 1,832
Nl e e 1078 | 1341 1,405 1,000 | 1,248 [ ¥400 1,143 1 1,518 | 1,639
Orbost .. oo | L042 | 1,371 1,437 | 1,020 | 1,415 | L1547 | 1,104 | 1,343 | 1,499
Portland v ] LOBT | 1,874 | 1480 | 1,028 | 1,346 | 1467 | L097 | Lal2 | 1525
Tort Faley .. .. . Ve ‘e . ‘e ‘e 109 | 1,958 | 1,424
8t. Arnoud .. .. | 1046 | 1,335 | 1,457 o76 | 1244 | 1,820 | 1,122 | 1451 | 1,50
Sile .. - 972 1,233 | L, 036 | 1,252 ] 1,300 | L072 | 1,457 | 1,043
Seymout . . ' e e .. .. .. Lowg | 1470 i ),462
Shepparton .. oo | 1020 | 1405 | L6L7 | 1,010 | 1,454 | 1,569 | L0902 | 1,487 | 1,506
Stawell .. .. 1,067 | 1,807 | 1,425 Lo | 1,481 1,423 Li%0 | 1,452 | 1,648
Swan Ot .. vo | 1008 | L4368 | 1,567 82 | 1,674 | 1,730 | 1,080 ) 1412 | 1,777
Terang . ‘a ‘e ‘e L e . . LG5 | 1447 | 1,662
Traralgon . .. .. . .. .. .. 1,067 | 1,426 | 1,518
WangaTatts ., . oo P LuSL | L3BE | 1,445 | L1014 ) 1950 | 1431 | 1,186 | 3,618 | L,030
Warracknabeal . 92| L2498 | 1,367 973 | 1835 | Laou | Lues | 1,512 | 1434
Warragul ., .. .. .. .. . .. . 1699 [ 1,585 | 1,735
Wonthaggi .. .. 096 | LJ4GD | 1435 | 1,000 | 1,449 | 1,527 | 1204 | 1,674 | 170t
Welghted — Average for
Hhata .. .. 080 | 1,376 [ 1,493 g1 | 1,880 | 1,517 | 1,060 1 1523 | L6680
Quoensland—

Brisbane ., . 1
Toowornba . 1
Lockhampton . [l , 1

L Charters Fowers .. 104 | Lo | 1,354 o | L4 | 1,818 1,132 | 1,400 | 1,47
Warwiek gz . . 086G | La2ss | L3l IV | 1AT5 | R0 | 1,028 | 1206 | 1
AYY gelarf skt - - - s +e .. .. .. ‘e 1

1,006 | 1,208 | 1,335 042 | 1,275 | 1,385 | 1,080 | 1,370
942 s
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Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns, ete,—-continued,

. 1621, 1622, 1623,
Novemnber. November, November.
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Queenﬂand—mmnuea‘ A B c A n C Tt C
Barcaldine .. . .. . .. ‘e .. . 1237 | 1,582 | 1681
Bowen . . .. .o .. .. N 1,103 { 1,408 | 1597
Bundaberg .. . 058 | 1,i70 | 1,263 o0 | 1,192 | 1278 050 | 1,211 ¢ 1203
Cairna . ] na27 | dave | Lbda | 1,044 | 1,452 | 1538 | 1,183 | 1002 | 1738
Charfevilla .. ol vass | 160s [ 1897 | 1072 | 1400 | 1,624 | 1145 | 1,573 | 367L
Chillagoe .. Lo | 230 | 1,494 | 1,625 ] 1,813 | 1,370 | 1,088 | 1,407 | 1,583
Cloncuery .. .ol 118 | 1572 | deee | 1,115 | 1,488 | 1585 | 1174 | 1,610 | 10053
Cooktown .. Lo | 1,284 | 25 | vaee | L12a4 | 1,233 | 127 . "y -
CusnamuMta .. Ll 02 | 2 | 1,3 | 1,047 | 1,363 | ra4r | 1,155 | 1,484 | 1,850
Dalby . ‘e o s . - . . 1031 | 1,268 | 1,321
Gayndah .. .. . . . .. - .. 1,081 | 1,360 | 3426
Gladstone ., “e . ‘e Y .. .. .. 1,40 | 1,303 | 1,435
Coondiwlndi . 997 | 1,234 | 1326 | 1,016 | 1271 | 1,367 { 1,145 1,428 { 1,640
Gymple - ..t 1,086 [-1247 | 1314 008 | 1,251 | 1,334 | 1054 | 1,305 | 1,405
Hughenden .. o L1723 ) 1,666 | 1,707 | 1002 ) 1 586 L750 | 1,104 | 1038 { 1,770
Taniksiakl e e ‘e va .. . . 1,500 | 1,814 1,923
Ipswich ..t 1048 | 1,501 | 1458 g51 | 148 | 1,32 1,063 | 1,406 | 1458
Longreach oo f 1004 | 1375 [ 1452 | poos | ntss | 1487 | 10221 | 10852 | 1ear
Mackny - .. | 1,108 | 1468 | 1,587 062 | 1827 | 148 | Lo6G | Ea48 | 1,571
Mnryboroug!a e 1,008 1,245 | 1364 62 ol 1,363 ¥l 1,261 1,353
Mount Morgan | 100 | 1211 | 15350 965 | 1183 | 12e2 | 1,127 | 1857 1,884
MNambour .. .. .- vs o .. 1,054 { 1400 | 1,408
Roma .- v | L0568 | 1,420 1,535 1,000 | 1, 371 1,450 { 1,132 { 3,484 | 1,684
Stanthorpe N . .. ‘e P ‘e .. 11 1,503 1 1,576
Townsvilla oo | L188 | 1520 1 1,863 | 1,070 | 1403 | 1,082 1,140 | 1608 | 1,731
leﬂoa a o 1,168 | 1,607 | 1,738 | 1,090 ) 1,561 | 1,7t5 | 1,235 [ 1,735 | 1,834
e1ghte verage for
State 8 T 1010 | 1,208 | 1,986 | 003 | 1,272 | 1,308 | 1,003 | 1,598 | 1402
South Ausiralia— . i
Adelatda .. .. 00L 1,381 | 1627 987 | 1,418 1,548 1,072 4 1,618 1,007
Tooding, ote, .. .. 006 248 | 1,544 W90 | 1,245 | LAGL | Rosd | 188 | 1435
Port Pivie .. . 1020 | 1.346 | 1,418 078 | 1,297 | 1,3 1110 | 1434 | 1,520
Mount Gambier . 072 | 2,198 | 1,250 960 | 1,186 | 1,252 | 105 | 1,230 | 2,354
Peterborough o] 1,080 | 1,343 442 | L0LF{ 1,304 | L4 | Lo | 1,805 | La7e
Frecling ., .. .. .. .. Iy .. .. Lous | 1,260 | 1,375
Gawler . . L0032 | 1,200 | 1,320 955 | 1,244 1,380 1,014 | #3248 | 1400
Kapunda .. .- #85 | LIST | 1,249 7| 1,384 | Lzeo | 1,040 g | 2403
Konnga .. . P . . . .. .. A0 | 1505 | 1BTL
Millicent .. e T . .. .. .. v 1,600 | 1425 | 1,500
Murray Bridge . 088 | I,381 | 1457 M7 | 1,548 | 1,416 ) 1079 | 1,524 | 1.628
Port Augusta e THO 1,456 § 1,448 1,024 | 1,348 1,451 D0 B b I TR o I 2
Quorn .. .. e . .. .. 1065 | 1,630 | 1651
Vietor I{arbour .a aul 1,540 | 1,451 75 1 .Jl.l.? 1,043 1,081 | 1,580 1,71t
w]tc?aﬂrk v o 1,104 | 1,617 | 1,730 | 1,050 | Lse | Lyss | 1106 | Lo | 20750
il \'emgc oY
Bta ‘e e 005 | 1,864 | 1,408 030 S92 | 1,510 § 1,073 | 1,408 | 1,630
Wastern Australia— B
Perth and Fremmontle .. | 1,088 | 1,440 | 1,530 NOE F 1080 | 1,577 | 1,040 | 1,440 | 1,508
Kalgoarhe and Boulder 1,170 | 1,535 1 1,611 TrEd | 1408 | 3,657 1,238 | 1,580 l,Mo
Northam .. —. | 1,004 | 1420 | 1558 | 2,081 | 1432 | 1542 | 1754 | 1,500 | 1elo
Do bary . . 1,105 1,422 | 1485 1,046 | 1,467 1,497 1,056 | 1,420 1545
Geraldton ., ool 1'0se | 1lass | 1’570 1065 [ 1962 1 3,548 | 1,081 F 1870 | 1 (!M
Albany .. .- 1,188 1,481 | 1,547 1089 | 1,305 1,467 1172 { ) 463 1 ')151
Beverley .. .. .. .. .. N .. .. 1,07 1.28)
Liuidgetown ., .. ‘s .. .. ‘e ‘e ‘s Lilan | 1se | 1, 26
Broome .. LoF 1,402 .. .. 1,308 | 1,966 | 2,008 | 1,006 | 1,004 | 2030
Uarmnarvon .. 1 207 1,680 | 1,745 1,247 1 1,730 1,779 1,249 1 1,743 1,841
(dolhc . - . . . .. . | n10s| L4e7 | ysaa
recnbnshes. . .. ‘s .y .. ‘e ‘. ' 1,198 | 1378 | 1404
Katanning . 1,019 | 1,307 | 1,456 | 1.000 | 1,438 | 1,549 | 1009 | Lavd | 1467
lconora and Gwatia .. 1,267 | 1,399 | 1,405 | 1,2G9 1 1427 | 1,267 | 1,335 |, 1,683 | 1,558
Meckatharra .e .. .. . .. .. . 1102 | 1,425 | 1 -I!JI.
Nartogin N N . N N . . . L1g0 | 1,686 ‘t,?ll-l
;Vug]i‘n .. . . .. . .. . .. }}g% },:igd 1,453
CoT! .. .. . - . . o .. a2h | 1487 | 160
Weighted Avernge for
State . S| 3005 | EMS3 | 1,540 | L0456 | 1410 | 1500 | 1,078 | 14060 | 1,655
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Indexz-Numbers-—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns, ete.—continued.

1921. 1922, 19023,
November. XNovenmber, November,
o " o ot 3
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Tasmania—
A B c A B c B ¢
Hobart . . 1,081 | 1,620 | 1,831 1013 | 1416 | 1692 1114 | 1,674 | 1,782
Launceston .. Lo} 1,000 0 1331 1455 | 1007 | 1,374 [ L536 | K112 | 1490 | 1657
Burme .. .| LO017 | 1,379 | 1,484 1,028 | 1454 | 1,586 1,170 | 1,683 | 1,746
Devonport . L. | Lore| 1434 | L5518 | 1010 | 1421 | 1400 | L1486 | 1,566 | 1,683
Ovecnstown ,, .. 1,154 | 1,507 | 1,478 | 1002 | 1,356 | 1435 1,214 | 1478 | 1.5566
Beaconsheld . . S nodnl 110 | 1113 905 | 1,069 | Loer [ 1113 1, 1,225
Campbelltown | 1088 | L2081 1,277 o7 ] 1,120 | 1182 | posz | 1200 | 1,308
Deloraine .. J i .. .. .. .. 1,019 | 1,197 | 1,457
Fronklin .. Lo 11,088 ) va359 1,303 | 1024 | 1,257 ) 1,327 | 1,088 | 1,314 | 1,351
New Noriolk . .. .. s Ly .. vy 1,043 | 1,372 | 1465
Heottsdale .. .. 998 | 1,261 | 1,327 LO51 | 1,315 | 1,330 1,129 | 1,302 | 1,468
Ulverstone . . . N B ‘. . .. " 1128 | 1450 | 1,558
Yoehan .. o LeT ] 1s2e ) 3,358 | 1,116 | 1281 | 1,387 | L251 | 1,415 | L408
Weighied Average for .
3tate .. .. 1,063 | L4186 { 1,525 1,020 1.3vs | 1,519 1,120 | 1,526 | 1,089
Welghted Aworage for
Australla .. o 1,011 | 1,403 | 1,507 598 | 1,415 | 1,526 1,083 | 1,526 | 1,042

* Figurcs not available fer 1823,

By deducting $he index-numbsr in column A {rom those in*columns B
and C, the relative aggregate expenditure on housing is ascertained. Thus
for November, 1923, tho index-number for food and grocerics in Melbourne
(column A)is1,062.  Subtracting thisfrom 1,547 (column B} gives a difference
of 485, which is the relative cost of house rent for houses of 4 rooms, and
from 1,689 {column C) gives a difference of 627, which is the relative cost
of house rent for houses of 5 rooms. The relative cost of housing can be
agoertained similorly for cach of the towns included.

3. Comparisons with Quarterly Resulis.—To determine the accuracy
of the figures relating to variations in prices prier to 1912 for the capital
cittes ouly, and those since the beginning of 1912 for the 30 $owns, the com-
parisons of the resulés have been made anaually,

In the following table, the ficst line in each diviston shows the index-
numbers derived from the special inguiry covering 200 towns, the second
line gives the resulis obiaiued from the returns received for the month of
November, 1923, for the five towns in cach State from which regular monthly
returng are reeived ; and the last line gives the resnlts obtained from the
Novembar reburns for the capital cities only. The capital citics are, of course,’
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included in each of the other two investigations, and the five towns in cach
Stase are included in the investigation for * all towns * :—

Betail Price Index-Numbers—States, 1923,

Parnicolars. AW, | Vie. } Fiand. ] S.A. J WAL ’ Tas. \A‘r‘féﬂ'é:d
Foop aNp (ROCERIES.
All Towns* | o8 987 982 591 995 { 1,034 | 1,000
Five Towns i cach
State .. 1,016 088 973 0997 991 1,042 1,000
Capital Cities only 1,015 991 970 1001 977 1,040 1000
Wrxt, 8.Roomep Houses
All Towns* . 1,050 1,057 767 1,013 853 1,018 1,000

TFive Towns in each
State 1,052 | 1,052

. 908 841 L045 1.000
Capital Cities only 1,037 1,052

993 526 1,087 1,000

[

=1 =1

Foop AND GROCERIBS aAND HENT.

AN Towns* ey 1,026 1,011 Q08 i 947 1,020 1,000
Tive Towns in cach

Stato .. 1,028 | 1,010 881 995 041 1,043 1,000
Capital Cities only 1,023 1,013 892 1,000 923 1,057 1,000

* Tor het of towns Included, sca Tables on pages 42 to 43.

The index-numbers for November, 1917 to 1923, computed from the three
scts of data”mentioned above with 1913 as base (=1,000), are shown in the
following table :—

Retail Price Index-Numbers—Australis, 1617 to 1823,

Particalais. 1013, 1017, | 1918, J iotn, 1920, ' 1921. ‘ 1622, ' 1023,

Foop a¥Dp GROCERLES.
All Towns* .. .o 11,000 | 1,305 1 1,435 | 1,706 ] 2,002 | 1,578 | 1,558 | 1,689
Tive Towns in cach State .. | 1,000 | L,3%0 | 1,430 | §,701 | 2,007 | 1,577 | 1,564 | 1.688
Capital Cities only .. 1,000 | 1,397 | 1,440 {1,715 | 2,02) | 1,588 | 1,580 | 1,699

RENT oF §-Roonmcp Houses.

All Towns* ‘. +. | 1,000 081 | 1,031 [ 1,103 | 1,228 | 1,268 {1,347 | 1,433
Five Townae in each State .. [1,000 | 987 | 1,039 | 1,110 | 1,235 | 1,271 | 1,347 | 1,421
Capital Cities only .. |1,000 980 | 1,033 | 1,099 | 1,225 | 1,261 | 1,336 | 1,374

Foop, GROCERIES, AND RENT.

Al Towns* .. .. | 1,000 | 1,238 | 1,282 | },477 11,709 | 1,461 | 1,478 ) 1,592
Yive Towns in each Stato .. | 1,000 | 1,284 | 1,278 | 1,471 | 1,706 | 1,458 | 1,480 | 1,584
Capital Cities only .o | 1,000 | 1,227 | 1,274 | 1,464 { 1,607 | 1,435 [1,480 | 1,566

The figures in tho verlical eolumns ahow merely the increase or decrense in cost in November of each
venr compared with November, 1913, for “ All Towns,” * Five Tewns in eoch State,” snd “ Capital Cities
only ™ respectively.

© % gee note to preceding table.
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The index-numbers in the first line of each division of tho table just given
refer to 100 towns for November, 1913 ; to 150 towns for November, 1916
to 1922 ; and to 200 towns fer November, 1923, The general closeness
of the results is remarkable, and indicates that the index-numbers for the
capital cities only for the years prior to 1912, and for the 30 towns for 1912
and subsequent years wera substantially accurate. During the period
November, 1913, to November, 1923, the average cost of food and grocesies
throughout Australia increased 68.9 per cent.; house rents increased 43.3
per cent. ; the aggregato result showing an increase of approximately 59.2
per ccnt.

CHAPTER VIL—CLOTHING AND MISCELLANEOUS.

1. General.—The Royal Commission on the Basic Wage, which met
in 1919-1920, was appointed to inquire jnto and report upen the following
matbers ;—-

(i) The actual cost of living &t the present time, according to reason-
able standards of comfort, including »ll matters comprised in
the ordinary expenditure of 8 household, for & man with a wife
and three children under fourteen vears ot age, and the several
items and amounts which make up that cost.

(ii) The actual corresponding cost of living during each of the last
five years.

(iil) How the basic wage way be autornatically adjusted to the rise
and fall from time o time of tho puarchasing-power of money.

Reforence was made to the findings of this Commission in Report No.
11, pp. 28 and 29. In answer to the thied clause of the inguiry, the Com-
mission recommended that ¢ a Bureau of Labour should be organized from
existing members of the Public Service, whick shonld ascertain from time
to time the rise and fall in the purchasing-power of moroy in relation to the
reasonable standard of comfort for the typical family (i.e., such a family
as is described in Clause 1).” This suggestion waz adepted by the Govern-
ment, the Commonwealth Statistician was consulted ag to methods, and
the duty of carrying out the recommendation was entrusied to the Bureau
of Census and Statistics.

1

2. Methods Adopted.—The Commission was concerned principally with
ascertaining variations in the cost of the regimen adopted, whichis described
in the “ Indicator List ” published in the Report. It appeared, however,
that the usefulness of the investigations by this Bureaw would have been
somewhat limited if confined in the way suggested by the Commission, and
it was decided, therefore, to apply to » more detailed inquiry the method
of index-numbers already wmsed in the investigations into variations in the
cost of food, groceries and housing.  As wall be shown later, the index-numbers
may be used fo measure accurately from time to time the rise and fall in
prices in relation to the reasonable standard of comfort for the typical family
as outlined by the Commission, as well as for the determination of variations
in any standard fixed by previous investigations or which may he fixed in

future.



