RETAIL PRICES. a3

CHAPTER V.-—RETAIL PRICES.

1. General—In normal circumstances changes in the cost of living
due to variations in prices and not to alteration in standard can best ba
measured by means of index-numbers of prices. A “composite unit,”
consisting of appropriate guantities of the commodities which enter into
general consumption in Australia and including housing accommodation
hag, therefore, been adopted, and a comparison of the value of this composite
unit at the prices ruling at auy given date with the value determined by
meaus of the prices ruling at some basic date furnishes the retail price index
number for the given date, and indicates the proportionate increase or decrcase
in the amount of money necessary to purchase such a composite unit. This
method of computation is usually known as the “aggregate expenditure
method.” There are other mothods of computing index-numbers, but
probably none so satisfactorily combines simplicity of procedure with aceuracy
of vesult. Investigations concerning retail prices are made by this Burcan
in respect of the following matters .—

(i.) Monthly variation in the cost of food and groceries in 30 towns.
(ii.) Quarterly variations in retail prices and house reni in 30 towns.

(it} Quarterly variations in retail prices of clothing and miscellanecus
expenditure in 30 towns.

(iv.) Annual variations in retail prices and house rent in 200 towns,
(v.) Intermittent Houscholders’ Budget Inquirics.

In earlier reports the results of comprehensive investigations concerning
prices and prices-indexes for pust years were pullished, and an account
was given of the methods used in the colleetion of data and the computation
of results. A discussion of the theory upon which the calculation of the
index-numbers is based was furnished in Appendixes to Report No. 1, issued
i December, 1912, In Appendix 1, to Report No. 9, an endeavour was made
to set forth the essentials of the problem and of its solution.

For further particulars concerning the ** agpregate expeaditure method ™
of index-numbers, refercnec may be made to Report No. 6, pages 19 and 20,
and to Report No. 12, pages 22 and 23.

2. Cost of Commodities, Standard of Living, and Expenditure on Living.
-~A change in the * cost of living 7" may be due to a change in the standard
of living, or in the retail price level, or in both ; the expenditure on living
depends thus on three factors, viz. :—

{(i.) The nature of the commodities consumed ;
{(ii) The guantities of the commeodities consamed ; and
(iii.) The prices of these comimodities.

A change in any one of these may produce & change in the expenditure
on living. In order to obtain index-numberz that will satisfactorily measure
variation in price level, it is necessary that the particular series of commodities
selected, and the relative quantities of these, remain constant, This phase
of the subject is dealt with more fully in Labour Report No. 1, Appendix
VIIL. ; in Labour Report Ne. 5, pp. 17-18; in Labour Bulletin No. 9, pp.
27 to 46; in Labour Bulletin No. 14, pp. 127 to 130; and in Part Il.,of
Appendix I. of Labour Report No. 9.

-
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Notwithstanding the explieit statement of the purpose and scope of
these investigations given in the varions Labour Reports, misanderstanding
i regard thercto is still prevalent. Many persons, having noticed that
a different regimen gives a very different aggregate cost, have thought that
the computed price-indexes must vary considerably with change of regimen.
In Labour Bulletin No. 14, pp. 127 to 130, it is shown, by caleulations hased on
widely different regimens, that the mode adopted of investigating retail price
level is not vitiated by employing a fixed regimen. ‘Where & standard
of living, or living wage, has been fixed, the tables can be used as a basis to
determine the variations in the cost of living until suel time as the regimen
used as a basis for estimation has ceased to he fairly 1epresentative of the
usage of the community. Should a change be neccessary, certain safeguards
which have heen indicated in Labour Report No. 1, Appendixes VIIL. and
IX., and farther dealt with in Appendix I. of Tabour Report No. 9 must
be applied.

3. The Composite Unit.—The 47 jtems making up the “ composite unit
may be divided into four groups, viz., (i.) groseries and bread, (ir.) dairy
produce, (iii.) meat, {iv.) housing. The cost of those items covers about
60 per cent, of the total expenditure of a normal family.

Special investigations bave been made with reference to variations in
the cost of the items and scrvices included in the balance of cxpenditure,

and the results are given in Chapter VII. hercof.

The index-numbers computed on the basis of {ood, groceries, and housing
in the past can be accepted as a fair reflection of the variation in the whole
ordinary household expenditure in normal times. The question of procedure
in abnormal circumstancos was referred to in Labour Report No. 6, pp. 20
to 22.

The eonstitation of the  composite unit " is shown hereunder.

Retail Prices.—Composite Unit.

Cotnwodity or Talty of | * Mosa Commodity or Tnity of  Magg
Service. Quantity, | Unit,"” Zervice, Quantity. | Uait,
Group L—GROOERIES ([N OLUDING BREAD), Grooe IIT—MEAT.
1, Bread . 2 1h. toat 488 26, Peet, eitoln .. . 07
2. Flour, otdinaty .. | 25 Lb. bags 11 a7, J’.eei, b .. ‘e ” 82
*3. Ton .. .. 1b. 30 28, eef, fank .. " 2z
4. Colfee . - " 2 2. ]‘eci shin o " 14
. Sugar .. .. ' 404 30, Lecf atoak, Tunp " o4
6. Ntics .. .. ' 50 31. Beck, steak, shoulder » a3
7. Sogo - - v 8 32, Tiof, steak, stewing " 53
8, Jum - .. V. 73 3. Meef, corned round " 39
9, Ontmeal .. .. ' 35 34, Deef, brisket, with
10. Raolgins ., N " 14 Lone " n
11. Curtants .. .. . 14 35. Totf, br[sl.ct., wit.hout
12. 8tarch .. e - 1 bone W 32
13, Blic .. .. | doz.30a. I 36, Mutton, leg - " 02
14, Candles .. . th. 16 37. Mutéon, shoulder .. “ o2
15. Soap .. - , 6l 38. Mntton, loin . . 30
16. Totatoos .. . 147 0s, ot 30, Mutton, neck . - 140
17. Onions . - 1b, 48 40, Mutton, clops, loin " oz
18. Keroselle - gallon 17 41, Mutton, chops, leg s 15
42, llmt.ton chops, ueck " 1)
42. ¥orﬁ }cig ” gi
— 44, Tork, loin .. N
Grove I —DiIny PRODUCTS. 15, Pork belly : » 10
46, Pork, cliop . " 8k
19, Milk .. “ quart HL0]
20, Gutter .. .. I, 1)
21, Checse .. e " 15 GRoUP IV.—HOUSING.
22, Lges .. .. dozen 18
23. Bacon, middle ‘e b, 18
24, Bacon, shoulder " 16 47. House Accommotlat-
25, Ham . .. » . 8 tlon .. . woek 4653
]
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This inquiry so far as the capital cities are concerned goes back to 1901,
and ail possible precantions have been taken to ensure accuracy.

4. Other Investigations.—{i.) General —As already indicated, these are
concerned with (i.) Annual variations in the price index-numbers for 200
towns, (ii.} the cost of living according to householders’ budget ingquiries,
(iii.) special inquiries as to the cost of food, groceries, and housing in various
towns and localities, and (iv.) the investigation by the Royal Commission
on the Basic Wage.

(il) Price-Indexes for 200 Towns,—An investigation as to variation in
price-indexes for 100 Ausiralian towns was carried out for the months of
November, 1913, and November, 1914, From 1915 to 1922 the number
of towns from which refurns were collected annually was increased from 100
to 150, and from November, 1923, the number was further raised to 200. The
results of the investigations for November of cach year from 1913 to 1922
were published in various issues of the Report. Prior to 1012 investigations
were made concerning the price-indexes in the capital cities only, but for 1912
and subsequent years monthly inguiries have been extended to 30 towns.
The peneral agreement of the various resulis shows that the index-numbers
published for the capital cities only, for the years prior to 1812, and for the
30 towns for 1912 and subsequent years, fairly indicate the variations in the
cost of food, groceries, and housing in each State and throughout Australia.

(iil.) Householders’ Budgets—The first collection of these was made in
191011, and the results, which covered a period of twelve months, were pub-
lished in December, 1911, A second was made during 1913 for the month
of November only, and results were given in a special report, entitled “Labour
Report, No. 4, Expenditure on Living in the Commonwealth, November,
1913.” 1In September, 1917, the Government of Westorn Australia ap-
pointed & Royal Comnmission of Inquiry into the cost of the necessaries of
life in that State. Under the authority of this Commission budgets were
obtained from kouseholders showing their weekly expenditure in detail.
The Commonwealth Statistician undertook the necessary anslysis of the
returns, and the report, when completed, was forwarded to the Western
Australian Government, at whose request it was published in Labour Report
No. 9, pp. 63-71.

{iv.} Special Investigations,—During recent years, In connexion with
Arhitzation Court proceedings, the question hay been raised of the cost of
living in certain country towns and districts as compared with the cost in
the towns uwsually eovered by the investigations of the Bureau. In erder
t0 ascertain the necessary particulars inquiries were made in over 100 towns -
and localities, and index-numbers were computed and submitted to the
tribunals concerned.

{v.) Investigations by the Royel Commission on the Basic Wage—In
Deacember, 1919, the Cominonwealth Government appoinied a Commission
consisting of three representatives of Employers’ Organizations, and three
representatives of the Federated Trade Unions, with an independent Chair-
man. The terms of the Commission are given hereinafter
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This Commission issued two reports—the first in November, 1920, and
the secon in April, 1921. These reports show that, according to the standard
agsumed by the Commission, the cost of living as at the 1st November,
1920, for o family, consisting of man, wife, and three children under fourtoen
years of age, was as follows :—

.

Royal Commisgion on Basic Wage—{ost of Living, 1st November, 1920.

TPartleulars, Melbourne- Bydner, Brisbhane, Adclaide, Perth., Habart.

£ adf £ ad| £ s.d| £ s d £ ad | £ s d

Reni, 1 ¢ 6 1 2 0 00 019 6 019 0 om0
Food 2 6 2 2 6 9 231 2 97 2 2 411 2 811
Clothing P9 0 1L 7 0 1 ¢ 0 L 8 3 1 79 1 9% 2
Misea]longnus ., 1 010 1 1 4 1 01 1 1 2 1 2 3] 01910
Total o166 6 517 1 5 6 2 6516 1 5713 11 51611

The corresponding cost of the commodities and services included (which

arc fully set ont in the first rveport) for the years 1914 to 1920 was as
follows :— -

Royal Commission on Basic Wage—Cost of Commodities, ete,, 1914 to 10320.

Yeals, Melbourne Byduey, Brisbane. Adclatde. Pecth. Hobart,

£ s d) £ ad| £ ad| £ sd] £ ad| L sd

1914, 37T 9 32 n 4 0 3 2 31z 9 3 6 9
1915 . 316 0| 4 1 6 3103 319 O 317 1 35 1
1916, . 317 655 4 4 6 313 10 319 7 4 1 2 315 6
1917, . 4 2 2 4 9 8 312 3 4 3 2 + 4 2 4 410
1918, . 4 810| 414 8 4 G 0 4 10 ki 4+ 9 2 4 § 6
1919, 418 5| 6 5 3| 41510 5 2 6 58 0 9 5 0 4
1920. . 616 6| 517 1 G 6 2 516 1 fl3n 516 11

The results of investigations Into the varation in the cost of living
sinee 1920 according to this standard are given in Chapter VIL. hereof.

5. Retail Prices--Capital Cities, 1901 to 1923.—(i.) General—Index
numbers, computed scparately for each group of commodities and services
ineluded in the investigation, as well as the weighted nverage for all groups
together, are shown for the capital city of each Btate in the following table.
Tn this table the weighted aggregate expenditure for the whole of the capitol
cities in 1911 for cach group or combination is taken as base (= 1,000), and
the figures for the separate cities give the relative cost of the regimen. These
index-numbers are comparable in all respeets within the limits of a group
or combination, sinee within such limits they show not only the variations
from year to year, in each city, but comparisons also as to the relative cost
in the different cities for the same year or for different vears :—
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Retail Pries Index-Nambers—Canital Cities, 1901 to 1823.1

The index-numbers ¢iven in the separate parts of the table cannot be compared with each other In
otdut to show the relative eoat of ésay) housing, and food and grocerkes, sinre the welghted average cost
for the six citles taken together in 1911 in each gronp or combination i3 mads equal to 1,000,

Towy. llwl.| lﬂO?.i 1011 1014,‘ 1015. 1016,‘ 191?.1 1913|1019. 1920,] 1521.1 1022 | 1923,
Grooe [.—GROCERIES.
Bydney . o &7a] 6041 1,018 1,112 1,281] 1,320] 1,1%20] 1,303 1,710] 2,130] 1,976 1,837] 1,831
Melbearne .. 807 BL7 024 0OB{1.222| 1,210 1,183| 1,243 1.526) 1,826 1,397} 1,705| 1,708
Brisbane . N 101k 969 1,087 1,076] 1,331] 1,315| 1,42%| 1,400/ 1,795| 2,155| 1,958] 1,841/ 1,892
Adelaide .. .. 1 ‘e8| 003| 038 1,001(1,310] 1.274| 1,210 1,343] 1.502| 2,030 1,907| L 760) 1,714
Perth . .. [LODS| 1613 1,276| 1,015 1351 1,545} 1,320 L 304] 1 013| 2,008] 1,055] 1,720] 1,602
Holart .. o[ 933l g38| 1,003| LOT0] 1,2501 1,236( 1,205| 1,341 1,582] 1,006( 1,027] 1,758 1,703
“Weighted Average® 12|  485| 1,000] 1,062| 1,272| 1,270] 1,261| 1.342| 1,681] 2,089( 1,937 1,774| 1,770
Group IL--Dalry PRODOUOR.
Sydney .. Lo oset] 832) o7l L,110] 1,221 1,201 1,509 1,358] (,578] 1,957] 1,528) 1,076 1,80
Melbourne .| 989 067 639] 1,075 1.350[ 1,338) 12711 1,325] 1,454] 1,020( 1,840( 1,595 1,745
Rrisbane .. .. 833 837 983 005; 1,277 1,287 L,204] 1.2%34| 1.573| 1,816] 1,664y 1,562] 1,670
Adelalde .. .o 073 028j 1,108 1,194 1,360 1,283 1.228 1 215] 1,437| 1,887| 1,723| 1,678 1,68+
Perth V- L[ 1,290(1,200f 1.241] 1,244] 2,475 1,434 1,406 1,427] 1,617| 1,854} 1,051| 1,7:20| 1,808
Hobart ., . 031 35| 004 LL77) 1,430 1,334| 1,513 1,365( 1,5640| 1,876 1,848( 1,530 1,665
Welghted Aversge* 0450 935] 1,000{ 1,168| 1,207| 1,216 1,205 1,345] 1,526 1,928 1,815] 1,627 1,767
GroUe TIT —MEsT
Sydney .. 11,026 994 59| 1,.230] 1,778] 2,091| 2,154] 2,0204 2,125| 2,388] 1,838] 1,400/ 1,788
Melbourte Lo LOTF| L06T] p2ey 1,270] 1,800| 2,027| 1,919 1,0963] 1,056) 2,414 1,972 1,501] 2,020
DLrisbane .. .ol 102801,024)  923) 1,168 1.540] 3,766) 1,887 1,810 1,805 2,326] 1,719 1,256] 1,468
Adcelmda . .. | 1,221 1050|1007 1,502 LO30| 2,240 2,079| 2,189 2,187 2,567| 2,007/ 1,815( 2,106
Persh . .. | 1,378} 1,511 1,577| 1,088( 1,7224 1,097 1,913 1,708] 2, 2,224] 2,113} 1,904 2.084
Hobart .| L226] 1,2700 1,221] 1,403] 1,780 2,217] £,274| 2,427] 2,256] 2,845| 2,382 2,128} 2,345
Weighted Average® L,10%( 1,074] 1,000] 1,323| 1,781] 2,066] 2,022 1,%02! 2,063] 2,300| 1,034 1,537] 1,804
Grove2 1, IL, axp TII. CoMmuNED —FeoD AND (GROCERICS.

Sydney .. .. 017 036 989] 1,156| 1,396] 1,520/ 1,540] 1,540] 1,783/ 2,142 1,808 1,703/ 1,520
Mclbourne - 065; 925 935/ L0911 4Li] 1,462 1,412] 1.40606! 1,620 2,054] 1, 1,644 1,302
Hrisbagre . 985 045 L,018] 1,078 1,373] 1,42¢/ 1 406 1,405 1,742] 2,052| 1,812} 1,608/ 1,692
Adelaide .. Lo 11,028]  481] 1,020 1,215] 1,487] 1,532 1,446 1,534] 1,719 2,132| 1,908] 1,723/ 1,823
FPerth ‘e oo [ 1,084) LIG7] 1.240[ 1,302( 1,488] 1,542] 1,505] 1,488] 1,772{ 2,050} 1,005 1,774| 1,823
Hobart v. 11,013 1,010} 6,058 1,212| 1,445 1,523| 1,544 1 635] 1,748} 2,102} 2,025] 1,704] 1,863
Wolghted Average® 072 055 1,000| 1,144 1 418| L,405| L 472 1,514 1,716} 2,100 1,902| 1,634| 1,505

Grouvr IvV.— I o0srsa

i
Byiney .. .| 858y eu1f L000| 1,270] 1,220] L,212] 1.216] 1.252] K289 1,415 L,.474] 1.535] 1,817
Melbonene o) raal sos| oro| 17126f 1,085| Loao| 1,124 1,180 /283 1)405| 1)502| 1.507| 1,672
Tirishane . 488l 673 767l ‘esz| 'ssu| 'sey| 'Bso| '0o06| ‘33| 1,081|1:070) 1,200 1,247
Adelaidle .. | c2e] Bi2lv1i2]1,040] 932 es0| o59|1,022{ 1,108 1'218) 1,289 1)300| 1450
Lerth .. oo | sot| osa| ‘10| Tord| sag| s89) 74| ‘@83l 016 Toue| 1055 k092 1,124
Hobart .. .| 67 7o8| sos| o14| o28| w928 0s1f 050) 1,134 1,373 Laao| 1,445 Lgo2
Weighted Avernge™ 751 810{1,000] (,136] 1,081} 1,081} L,008| (,143] 1,215} 1,3330 1,404] 1,480] 1,551

ALL GROUPS COMBINED —To0p, GROCERIES, AND HQUSIRG,

Sydoey .. .. | 893 o026|1031)|1,208| 1,323 1,804] 1,408( 1,427| 1,580 1,847| 1,724( 1,634{ 1,737
Melbourne | #7o| avs] es0| 1105| 1277| L.300| Lzed| 17840| 1481| 1,788] 1,757] 1,825] 1,740
Brisbane ., o1 o8| 7ea| e1s| Twot)1162| 1,188 1,181] 1,258 1’442 1,645( 1,511| 1,942| 1510
Adelude .. .| se4| 80| 1,088] 1 143] 1,250¢ 1,285 1,245 1,535 1,468 1,768| L,653| L,574] 1,650
Ferth .. o ho27) 9e6| 1,026] 1,143 1,222] 1)266] C246] 1239 2l420| 1 617] 1,609] 1.4935] 1,558
Hobart .. .| see| sae| ‘os4| 1,090] 1243 1,273 1301 1,356] 1,496] 1,837] 1,785/ 1,051] L.756
Waiglited Averaget ggol 607} 1,000 1,140] 1,278 1,524( 1,318( 1,802/ 2,5t0{ 1,785] 1,607| 1,600(2,700

Note.—As to basw of tndex-numbers, see remarks on pages 25 1o 27,
* For alt capltal citics,
{ Index-numbers for yoars 1002-13 are given 1n Labour Repoit Wo. 6, p. 26,
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(ii.) Groceries (18 Commodities).—The index-number for fhis group was-
lower in 1923 than in 1922 1n all the capitals except Melbourne, The deerease
for all cities in 1923 compared with 1922 amounts to 0.2 per eent. ; compared
with 1911 there has been an inerease of 77.0 per cent. ; and compared with.
1901 an increase of 94.1 per cent. The average cost in 1923 of the com-
moditics inclnded was highest in S8ydney and lowest in Perth.

(ii.) Dairy Produce {T Commodities)—The index-numbers for this group-
were higher for 1923 than for 1922 in all the capitals. The index-number
for all the citics in 1923 was 8.6 per cent. higher than in 1922, 76,7 por cent,
higher than in 1911, and 87.0 per cent, higher than in 1901, The average cost

in 1923 of the ecommodities was highest in Sydney and lowest im
Hobart.

vy Meat (21 Culs or Joints of Bulcher's Meat)—The index-numbers
for this group were higher in 1923 than in 1922 in sll the capital cities. The
index-number for all the cities in 1923 was 20,0 per cont. higher than in
1922 ; 90. 4 por cent. higher than in 1911, and 72.9 per cent. higher than in
1901. The average cost for 1923 of the commedities included was highesk
in Hobart and lowest in Brishane.

(v.) Food and Groceries {Groups I., F1., and III. combined).—The inclox-
numbers for this group show the aggregate coffect of movements in prices
of commodities, apart from variations in house ren. There wag an increase
in 1923 as compared with 1922 in all the eities. Taking the weighted average
for all the capitals, the prices of the 46 items of food and groceries specifiectt
on page 26 were 7.2 per cent. higher in 1923 than in 1932, 30.5 per cent.
higher than in 1911, and 85,7 per ceut. higher than in 1901, The average
cost of these items for 1923 was highest in Hobart and lowest im
Brishane.

(vi.}) Housing.—Except in Adelaide—where rents remained stationary-
frem 1901 to 1904, and fell in 1913—and in Perth—where they decreased.
from 1903 to 1907, and again in 1908-9 and 1914—therc was an incroase
in house rents in each of the capitals from 1601 to 1914. The abnormal.
gituation due to the war resulted in entirely changed eonditions for the years.
1915 to 1923, For 1915 there was a decrcase in the cost of housing in all the
cities except Hobart, where there was a small increase. In 1916 Melbourne
and Perth showed slight increases, Sydney, Brisbane, and Adelaide slight
docreases, while the index-number for Hobart was the same for 1916 as for-
1915. TFrom 1917 to 1923, there was an increasc in all the citics. The index~
vumber for 1923 is 4. 8 per cent. higher than for 1922, 55.1 peor cent. higher
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than for 1911, and 106, 5 per cent. highor than for 1901, The greatest increase
sinee 1901 hos ocourred in Brisbane (155. 5 per cent.), followed in the order
named by Hobart (140.2 per cent.), Adelaide (130.5 per ceat.),
Metbourne {128.1 per cent.), Sydney (88.4 per ceat), and Perth (40.3 per
cent.). ’

(vii.) Food, Groceries, and Housing combined—The weighted average
index-numbers for the combined expenditure upen these items show an
increase of 6.3 per cent. in 1923 compared with 1922, an inerease of 70,0
per cent. compared with 1971, and 93. 2 per ¢ent. compared with 1901, The
index-number was lower in 1904 than in any other year duriag the period,
covered by these investigations. It rose in 1905 and 1906, but feli in 1907,
There was a substantial rise in 1908, followed by a slight decline in 1909,
TFurther rises ocenrred in 1910 and 1911, and again in 1912, when the increaso
was congiderable {(10. T per cent.). The index-number for 1913 was practically
the same as for 1912, but in 1914 there was a rise of 3, 2 per cent., in 1915
of 12.1 per cent., and in 1916 of 3.6 per cent. The index-number for 1917
was 0.5 per cent. lower than for 1916, but in 1918 there was a rise of 3.3
per cent, Tho figure for 1919 showed a rise of 10.9 per cent., and there
was a further sharp rise of 18.2 per cent. for 1920, the highest recorded.
The index-number for 1921 showed a decline of 4.9 per cent. compared
with 1920, and that for 1922 was 5.7 per cent. less than the figure for 1921,
Tror 1923 there was a rise of 6.3 per cont. on the figare for 1922,

Compared with 1911, the base-yecar of the period, the weighted average
Pprice index-number showed an increase of 70.0 per cent. for 1923, From
1901 to 1912 inclusive, the index-number for Perth was higher than for any
other capital city, except for the year 1909, Trom 1913 to 1920 the figure
for Syduney was the highest, and for 1921, 1922, and 1923 the index-number
For Hobart was higher than for any other capital city,

6. Retail Prices, Thirty Towns, 1919 fo 1923, —The following tables give
index-numbers represonting the variations in the cost of food and groceries
{46 commodities), in 30 of the more important towns in Australia at yearly,
quatterly, and monthly periods for the years specified,  In addition, index-
numbers are given showing for the years specified the gquarterly and yearly
-~variations in house rents and in the combined cost of food, groceries, and
Jousing. As explained on pp. 31 and 32 of Labour Report No. 6, these are
mow computed to the same base as the index-numbers relating to the six
capital eities, which go back to the vear 1901.
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Retail Price Index-Numbers 30 Towns, 1919 to 1923 : Weighted Average of Six
Capital Oit‘ies in 1911 as Base* (= 1,000).

N.B.W . ~I¢DEX-NUMDERS,

VIeTH A —InDEX: N UMBRRS.

s E - g \ = .

. = g - ) . B b~

) E (£5 Sl 4!l g o118 [3g4

Bl sl 2 als| 21523 |6,|555

2 ! = = - )

2l 2| Bl 8|2 igx=l | 21 2! & |28 238

¥oop AND GROCERIES—346 COMMODEITIS.

1919 .. 11,782 11803 | 1,000 | LYBL |1,68L | 1,788 || 1,620 | 1,587 | 1,558 | 1,588 | 1,604 | LGLD

1920 . 2,148 | 2140 | 2,806 | 2,185 {4,113 12,158 |[ 2,050 {2,080 | 2,000 | 1,005 | 2,005 | 2052

1921 .. | 1,898 [ 1,936 | 2128 | 1,921 |2.884 | 011 || 1,001 ¥ 012 | 1880 (1632 | 1050 [1,008

1422 L. | L7023 | L7060 (1,776 (1,691 | 1,832 | LYOS |{ L0444 1,634 | 1,649 L G4E8 § LO%L | LA44

1821 o | 1,820 | 1,838 11,009 | 1,885 | 1,766 | 1,8 1,802 | 1,793 | 1,796 | 1,767 | 1,750 | 1,800

1022 1ai Qtr. | 1,044 | L6568 [ 1,705 | 1,674 | L60S | Led7 111,577 [ L605 | 1,585 | 1,588 | L% | 1,67y

2ud 1,673 [ 1,682 | 1,795 | 1,688 | 1621 | 1,678 || 1.650 | 1,657 | 1,645 | (080 | 1,508 | L.GRO

rd L, (L7568 PLTER L1803 11607 [ 1,657 | 1,755 111,000 | 1604 1,702 | L680 § 1644 | LOOR

#h ,, |1.739 | 1,785 |1.801 | 1707 [ 1,644 | 1780 [}, 1657 | 1005 | 1,630 [ 1,501 | Ledd

1923 1sb Qir, | 1,708 | 1725 | 1,851 | 1,734 | 1,648 | 1,713 || 1,037 | 1,638 | 1,654 | 1,023 | 1.081 | 1,037

end ,, [1.826 |1,308 |Luve | 1,842 | £,744 | 1828 || 1,327 | 1,778 | 804 | 1,748 | 1,745 | 1,820

ard o, L9 11,914 086 | 1,950 | 1,673 | 1,004 ([ 2,050 | 1,919 | 1,008 | L.83% [ L3863 |1 04

4th 1.8%8 1,003 12,082 | 1,882 |1, 1,849 | 1,700 | 1,847 | 1,814 | 1,789 | 1,210 | 1,798
19258

January .. | 1,722 | 1,730 {1.849 | 1,732 | 1,640 | 1,725 || 1,642 | 1,630 | 1,662 | 1.615 | 1,575 | l.g4L

Fobeuary .. | L706 | 1,725 [ 0,852 | 1,72¢ | 1,630 | 1,710 [ 621 {1,640 | £,047 [1.622 | 1,679 | (022

Murch .| LG97 11,728 11,852 11,747 11,665 (1,704 |1 047 11,636 | 1,654 | 4 632 | L5RY | 1,648

Apell oo | 1787 [ 1,786 | L0338 11,823 [1,710 [1.79L || 1,730 1,705 [ 1,734 | 1,500 | 1,067 | 1,786

May oo | 1,814 | 1,809 1,067 1 LA40 (1,730 (1817 || 1,810 | L7862 [ 1,704 ;4 720 | LTI | 1,805

Juno Lo TLAT7T7 11,830 12,029 1,803 11,780 (1,876 1] 1,930 11 856 | 1,884 [ 1805 | 1,840 11,000

July L TLB0L | L8377 | 2,053 11,006 | 1,850 | 1,903 ;[ 1,907 | 1,020 [ 1,054 | 1,870 1 1.8%0 | L N33

August oo L8B30 1,925 |2/122 974 | 1,880, | 1,935 (j1,071 {1,023 | 1,921 | 1,863 1,865 | |, ho2

Septcotber . 1,806 | 1,940 | 2,083 1,947 |1, 1, 1,862 1,018 | 1,868 | 1,844 ;1,854 |1,882

October ., [1.840 | L012 |2.081 |1,007 |1.819 [1.851 || 1,82¢ | 1,883 | 1,827 | 1,820 | LB4d | L3828

November .. |1843 | 1,001 | 2,083 | 1,859 ] 1,774 | 1,856 || 1,503 | 1,834 | 1,825 | 1,780 {1,812 | 1. 804

Dgcomber ., | 1,620 | 1,605 | 2,000 | 1,384 | 1,800 | 1,842 || 1,768 | 1,704 | L,706 | 787 | 1,753 | 1,702

HovsI50~—{A 1L HOUSES).

1019 .o |1280 j1048 | 7o |1356 ¢ 833 | 1,238 |[ 1,288 | 640 | 723 [L,002 | SM [1,155

1920 oo | 1415 {1221 | 781 11,837 [ 901 | L8363 |[ 1405 | 810 | B56 | LOGO (1,073 | 0dl0

1924 sodaTa vess |o7en [aen | o33 (a1 [l1g02 | dua | 935 {4455 [LA5L (1405

1922 11,635 | 1L315 | 7St (1398 | 040 {1,474 {1,607 | 970 [L002 1282 19807 [ L4

1923 Lo | 1,817 | 1,340 760 1,651 905 11,566 | 1,672 | 1,075 (1,088 1,330 | 1,301 | 1,610

1022 Rat Cbr, | 1,541 | 1,300 73L | 1,375 048 | L4535 | 1,551 54 W75 | 1200 L9k 11,454

2nd |, 1634 | 1,300 731 | 1,385 040 [ 1,473 || 1.5 oGt 983 [ 1210 P17 | L4Be

3rd ,, 1544 [1,320 | 731 [1,405 | 040 [1,482 [| 1,606 | 1,016 | 001 | 1,214 [ 1,215 1,508

dth ,, 1,580 | 1,391 731 | 1,425 949 | 1.489 |j 1,833 054 | 1,058 | 1,208 | 1,216 | 1,542

1423 18t Qbr, |1.585 [1,350 | 731 | 1,507 | 90b | 1,688 || 1,640 | 1,067 | 1,057 | 1,324 | L2G4 | 1,580

nd ., 1,627 | 1,348 766 | 1,620 941 | 1,570 || 1,671 (1,074 |L0%0 | 1302 11,304 | 1610

ard |, 1628 11,348 751 11,538 008 11,675 11680 | 1,079 {1064 1,002 11,314 | 1,617

4th ., 1,620 | 1,347 752 | 1,528 498 | 1,577 {1 1,608 | 1,070 | 106G [ 1,342 § 1K {1,033

Foop, GROCERIES, ANV HOUSIKG.

1919 oo | 10580 | 1499 | 1,409 11,524 | 1340 | 1,662 || 1480 | 1,108 | 1,215 | E,T | LBIE | L4348

1920 oo | 1847 L0766 L1 71 | 1,846 (1,615 | 1,851 || 1,788 | 1,558 (1,525 | 1628 | 1,040 | 1 747

192] o | 1,724 G660 11,654 [ La0d | Lau3 | 1,700 | E,737 11,502 [ 1,492 | 1,692 | 1G04 | 1,698

1982 Lo | 1034 | 1,545 [ 1,346 [ 1,57 | 1,252 | L.GLO || L,625 {1,570 (L1384 (1,474 | 1,433 | 1,581

1923 . 31 1,637 11,486 | 1,730 | 440 [0, 719 |1 728 | 1,408 | 1,495 | 1,682 | 1,666 | 1,722

1922 Let Qtr. | 1580 | 1,508 | 1305 | 1,551 (1,337 | 1,567 || 1,567 {1,337 | 1,304 | L4301 | 1,391 | 1,528

il 1616 1,528 11,358 11,5604 | 1.345 (1,004 14,627 | 1,870 ;1,374 [ 1,475 | L4237 11,684

ol . (1069 (1575 {1,382 | 1,577 | 1,366 | 1,643 |{ 1.661 | 1,418 | 1,410 | 1404 { 1,488 | 1,643

4th ., |16e1 {1,560 11361 11,602 | 1,958 | 1,686 ] 1,643 11,880 | 1,416 [t 404 | 1,437 | 1,001

024 1t OQLr 1.658 | 1,571 } 4,301 (L0411 | 1,378 | L841 £,698 | 1,403 {1,400 | 1,300 y 1,450 1004

nd . 1,744 |1.610 1.47T9 | L.751 | 1,435 | 1,724 L,703 | 1,453 (1,502 | LA77 | L,504 | 1,734

ard L.793 11,682 | L5887 | 1,786 11,514 | 1,775 || 1,889 | 1,574 ) 1,502 [ LG4E | 1,638 1,809

4th 1,762 11,8256 | 1,586 | 1,741 (1,470 | 1,737 (| 1,750 | 3,525 | 1,508 | L&07 | 1,610 | 1,731

* Bep explanatory note at bead of page 29.
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Retail Price 1ndex-Numbers 30 Towns 1919 to 1923 : Weighted Average of Six
Capital Citiey in 1911 as Base* (= 1,000)--crmtinwued,

1 QUERNSLAND—T¥DEX-N1' MBERS SoOTTH AUSTRALIA—INDEX-NUMBERS.
-] . = =
= = A = . =2
. : £ = £ . = =t =
81 E 1R |Bs| 2 B85 £ |s58 £z i 28
’ 2 5 |82 E |52 2 |£45 S | a2 |E2
' 2 £ | %< | EE| 3 ‘agg 2 [385| © | B8 |gB.
| 8|88 |8e| & |pas| 2 |22 2 | 2 | 23 |2F
FooD AND GROCERIES (46 COMMODITILE).
1019 <[z 11300 (1327 | 1000 (1807 (1702 [ o7ie {1500 Lrae 11580 [im Jene
1920 - |Zosz | Loow | 2067 |2,ias | 2045 | 2luas || 2na2 |268e |eoes | 1,076 (ove |2128
1921 1,812 | 1714 | T34 [ T/oo1 [ 10817 182 || 17006 | To013 | Tooe [ 1,882 | 1854 | ls0
1028 Lo | 1608 1530 | tiete | 1ens 1570 [1600 [| 30728 | 17710 | 10725 | Leze | L7a2 [1i720
1923 1,893 | 1,670 | 1,738 | 1,825 [ 1,677 1,700 [ 1,823 | 1,777 | 1,809 | 1,764 | 1,801 ; 1,81
1922 1st @tr | 1,601 1,516 1,622 [ 1,763 [1.578 [ 1,610 [(1670 (1,683 [2,720 {1,584 [1.747 [ 1,601
ond o, 11,507 | L40d |1eon | ObrL | uses | s || i.777 (i7a0 | 10507 | 1851 | 1785 | 10772
wed [ |1le13 | 1561 10627 [ 1680 [10698 [ 15015 [ 1,758 [1.730 |1.724 |1648 [ 11768 | 17750
ath . [1,610 | 10585 | 1,67 | 10716 | 1,574 (1,616 [|1jov0 | 1,692 | 1,671 | 10621 | 1,748 | 1}683
1023 st Qtr | 1,815 | 1.567 | 1652 1,751 1,501 [1,018 |[1,704 [ 1,715 [ 1,688 [1.620 [ 1,758 1,503
2Znd ., 1673 [ 1640 | 1T | 1708 [ 10850 [ 108 (| 1’847 | U508 | 1801 | £33 | 1836 | 11842
ad ) 7o | vss | 10508 | Lese [ 1,701 [1i7s0 [l 1803 (1801 1,885 {1835 | 1803 | 17866
ath 0 ({1750 | 172 (1,830 [ 1000 | U7sa | 1,772 || 1348 | 1700 [ 10382 {1800 | 1,870 1,348
1923, ’

Fanoary .. [ 16w [L5g0 (1682 |1 [ 057 {1 s [0 | Lrzs [ 1.6us | 1628 (1,764 (1,508
¥ebruary .. [1.608 | 1565 [ 1641 [1i70 [1le0s [ 1612 [l 6oy 110595 | Ceve | aleza | 1174 | 1le07
March Le0® | 1,656 [16+1 [ 12718 | 10597 1,608 [ (704 | 12316 [ 17601 [ 1,636 | 10756 | 17703
Avil .. |1i6s0 | 1’67 11,680 | 1780 | 1620 | 10677 )| i7s | U357 | L7et |1 | 1801 |105m1
May ~11l6aa (1,609 | ilroe | 2.343 | 1666 | 1,670 || 3830 | L8 | 1811 | 196 | 1857 | 1896
Juna o F10684 (140 (1726 [ 10783 [1°657 | 1694 | 108 (12838 | 1850 | 1701 | 1,810 | 12610
July Colins [z e ety [ 1,704 10726 || 022 | 1%53 | 186 |1.248 | U708 | 1ie1d

Angust L, 11724 | 040 [ 177 | Lse2 | N7z [15738 || V00T (1708 | laes (1,838 | 1315 |1
september .. {1718 [ 1,741 [20565 | 1av0 [ 1,728 | 1729 || 1848 [ 1,772 115863 [ 1813 [ 10706 | 10345
October .. 1Um3 [ U700 (1752 | 1838 | 10711 [ 10748 || 1818 [ 11704 | 17957 | U308 | t804 | 1315
Kovember .. [17705 |1.580 | Usal | 1920 | 1726 [ 1377 || 10820 (17507 [ 11584 1,784 | a4z [ 18
December |, |1,770 [ 1,505 | 1,876 | 1,940 | 1814 [ 1,780 || 1,008 | 1,812 1,004 1508 | 1,795 [1501

Housiva (ALL Hou3gs),
1930 gor | 701 | e | o2 lliaes | 7o | oee | ros| ssifres
1020 $26 | 1| ss4 | 005 11216 | #20| 061 7an | on [17163
1021 815 | 730 | o060 ) w37 1280 | mav | w02 753 | 087 1225
1022 870 | 788 | o054 {1,007 |[17360 | 853 o0s6 | 750 | o2 1727
1923 883 | 771 [1,087 1,188 || 1,450 [ 35 | 845 | 750 | 972 {1,304
1022 168 Qir 857 | 7ot | 930 (1,077 {1,540 | 871 | oesr | 730 [ wwr {1,271
2nd ge6 [ ©s1 | 980 |1103 |{1;351 | 854 | w37 | 7he [ 987 1260
ard ) g2 [ 61 ] wvo 1112 || 16z | s4r | 930 | zae [ os7 | 1280
ath a0 | Zer ] w57 [1)138 || 1386 | B0 | w30 | 7he | 887 |I,%08
1023 1st gty | 1,247 V1,172 | 874 ] 767 {1,050 | 1187 || 1,427 | 891 | o040 ] 750 | 920 |1,383
2nd ., (1247 [1167 | B4 | 407 {1050 (1187 ||1456 | 862 | ok | 350 | 950 | 11209
wed 7 |324% 1167 | 803 | 707 |05 1188 [F1lass | a8z | 41 | 759 |1,004 |Ela0z
ath o (1240 [1)168 | 863 | 584 | L0G6 |190 |[1458 | &76 | 053 | 750 |Lwod 1402
Foon, GROCCRIES AND HOUSISG.

1919 1.442 | 1,402 | 1,908 | 1,454 | 1,308 {1,484 |[1,488 [ 1,330 | 1,924 [1222 [ 1,360 [ 1,940
1920 1645 | 1,576 | 1,657 | 1857 | 1668 | 1610 (11,756 [ 1,671 [ 1630 | 1,448 [ o7 2,723
1921 1811 |1a3z | 10221 | 10423 | 15068 | Lass || 10653 1,476 1,525 {1,418 1,546 {1628
1022 sl vaas s |oste | esiz (dls2e | 2a0s [L157a | 1ess | Land | 1eq0 | 118 [ 1i54g
1023 S {0810 | 1,460 | 1,387 | 1,382 | 1,428 | 1,480 [ 1,670 | 1,411 { 1,458 | 1,345 | 1,460 | 1,647
1922 15t Qtr. | 1,428 1,300 L2307 (1,022 [1.320 1,300 ([ 1,554 11,357 [ 1,901 11,245 | 1,414 1,507
Znd ,, | 1485 [1287 [1208 [10305 (1,312 | 1300 || 6oz | 1,581 | 1432 | 1284 | 1427 | 10570
Bl 7 142 [ 1038 [ 125 | 1308 | 1&s6 [1a12 [ 150 | 1372 | 15401 {1,382 | 1lag7 | 17561
a0 | U45d F1351 (10922 110328 1,320 | 416 || 1565 | 1,342 | 1370 | 1,267 |1,39e |1)532
1028 15t Qur. | 1,464 | 1,405 1,332 1,335 1,378 [ 1,941 [l 1,500 {1,378 1,821 [ 2,272 [ 1,418 [1,501
2nd L, | 1560 | 1440 [ 17401 (10375 | 10406 | 10477 [] 10680 | 1426 | 1447 1 L0244 11,471 §2,064
ard T 1525 16,502 [ 1408 (1411 1433 [10507 [1 10714 | 1423 | Xase 110302 | 1435 | 1leey
sth 2 E)5i0 (10524 [ U445 | 1jea6 [ 1467 (1,643 || 1,688 | 1415 | 1,502 | 1,372, [ 1470 [ 1664

* Bee oofe ab kead of pege 29.
C.8160.—2 .
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Retail Price Index-Numbers 30 Towns 1019 to 1093 : Weighted Average of six Capital
Citieg in 1911 as Baset (= 1,000)—rsntipurd, ~

WESTERN ADSTRATIA—=TNDEX-N UMBERS, TaSMANIA—INDEX-NUMBRRS.,  + Ba 5
- =T Ep |
. . £ < i M .
& b R d |m . 2 H +8 | e Ea
Bl B2 |Es | ¢ B | 5| % |35 35|
g1 8| % 21 ¢ |BE< 2 8] 8 ¢ g BiE| EE 502
s | gl 3l 2| &) 3|2 &1 2| &1 A B2f| ¥o |83
Foor AKD GROCERIES (46 COMMODITIES), ’ v
v
1910 .o (1,772 12,030 1 .. |L,851 |1,701 |1,827 |[1,747 1,708 | .. .o |1888, 1,740 |1, 718 [ 1,722 N
1924 Lo (2,050 12,802 L. 12,055 2,071 | 2,105 |]2,162 (2,108 . oo | 2,140 2146 (2,101 | 2,108
1021 o L095 | 2.207 oo (2,020 [2017 | 2,042 312,025 [ 1,034 .. .. |2,058 12,000 {1,902 | 1,01t
1022 .o |LnTre fe0s | L. 1,856 | 1,840 | 1,328 {1,794 [ 1,700 | . oo 11,842 1,574 |1, 1,688
1923 . 1,828 [ 2,004 (1,962 | 1,840 | 1,916 [1,561 |/ 1,883 | 1,820 | 1,983 | 1,855 | 1,953 | 1,854 | 1,805 | 1,803
1022 ¥st Qtr. | 1,738 | 1,936 v | 1,32 | 1977 {0,786 || 1,¥93 | 1,68 N . 1,818 [ 1,762 § 1,430 | 1,637
Znd 1,825 | 2024 1,895 | 1,806 | 1,875 | 1,B1% | 1,710 ve .. | 1848 [ 1,793 | 1,684 | 1,888
ad [ 1318|2048 | L. (1878 1880 | 1,860 |} 1,808 | 1,718 . v lusag [1vec |12 [ 1,731
qth ,, 1,785 | 1,932 . 1,807 | 1,838 1,782 11 1,75G | 1,710 .. . | 1,852 {1,755 | 1,691 ] 1,696
1928 15t Qbe. | 3,737 | 1,006 | 1,858 11,749 |1,87¢ | 1,750 || 1,774 | 1,707 [ 1,717 [1,781 | 1,825 | 1,753 | 1.680 | 1,684
znd ,, |1,020 12,178 {2003 1,914 [ 1,040 {1,950 || 1,850 {1,776 [ 1,862 | 1,243 1,000 | 1,837 | 1,823 | 1,822
A, 805 | 2,140 | 2,025 | 1,887 | 1,085 (1,800 || 1,012 | 1.800 | 1,068 | 1,981 [2,017 | 1,015 | 4,801 | 1,901
4th 1,788 (2,081 | 1,961 | 1,809 {1,912 | 1,325 || 1,004 {1,808 11,084 | 1,016 | 2,050 1,011 [1,816 | 1,825
1923, ' i
January .. [1,782 |1,098 1,848 {1,555 [1,864 | 1,760 |F 1,801 | 1,700 [ 1,707 11,731 [ 1,821 |1,760 | 1,680 | 1,602
Tebruary .. |1,727 |2024 | 1,867 | 1,743 | 1,876 [1,765 {| 1,780 | 1,704 | 1,715 | 1,719 | 1,827 {1,743 | 1,672 | 1,677
March o | 1,752 | 2,026 | 1,800 | 1,750 [1,883 | 1,780 {} 1,762 | 1,710 | 1,729 [ 1,743 | 1,834 | 1,748 | 1,678 |1,
Aprll . (176 2143 |12 1800 (1,090 | 1,906 || 1,838 1,744 [L80L {1,821 | 1,567 [ 1,210 [ 1,769 | 0,771
Day * .. | 1L047 | 2,103 | 2,036 1043 1002 | 1,075 {| 1,861 [1;771 |1,808 11,842 (1,012 | 1,837 |9,892 | v, 814
Tuno oo | 1,080 12198 | 2030 | 1,059 (1,954 | 1,969 ||1,880 | 1,814 |1,017 [1,806 | 1,049 | 1,565 1,087 1882
July .o 1808 2,172 |2,038 | 1,004 | 1,058 | 1,027 (| 1,902 [1,861 |1,053 | 1,929 | 1964 | 1,806 | 1,818 | 1,014
Avgust oo 11,878 | 2,158 | 2,029 | 1,806 1,043 [1,011 || 1,914 | 1,859 | 1,055 | 1,030 [2,049 1,915 | 1,810 | 1,015
September .. [12323 | 2123 | 20008 1800 |zioae {1,861 || 1621 | 1,030 | 1,007 {1,025 | 2038 [ 1933 |1, y
Qetober .. | 1,812 (2,003 [2,023 | 1,656 | 1,027 | 1,840 [| 1,938 | 1,900 | 2006 | 1,022 | 2,025 11,033 | 1,924 | 1,832
November .. |1,776 | 2,002 11,050 (1,704 | 1,020 [1.816 || 1,892 | 1,888 | 1,007 | 1,045 | 2,001 | 1,003 |1,818 | 1,627
DPecember .. 11,778 (2,062 | 1,001 | 1,778 | 1,830 [ 1,810 || 1,888 | 1,006 [ 1,047 | 1,878 | 2,082 [ 1,508 | 1,807 | 1,817

101% .- 416 830 . 553 044 381 || 1,134 051 .. . 803 a7 | 1,15 |19137
1020 .. 996 251 .. 419 076 044 || 1,379 | 1,006 .. .. 619 | 1,143 (1,333 | 1,251
1021 .o |1,085 | 843 .. 710 ) 992 | 002 Hiddp 11,149 | ., e 622 | 1,108 | 1,404 |1, 017
1022 oo |0ee 820 .y 820 028 | 1,020 111,445 1 1,290 .. .. 022 | 1,244 | 1,480 |1,
1923 .o |28 an 834 897 978 | 1,077 |i 1,602 1,385 | 1,301 | 1,382 623 | 1,487 | 1,661 | 1,488
1022 1st Qér  |1080 | 847 | .. 783 | 039 |1,015 || 1,415 1227 | .. . 622 | 1,208 | 1,449 | 1,358
o, L0932 | Bue | .. 812 | a3 {1,023 |[ 1,440 | 1,240 | .. . 622 | 1,234 | 1,478 | 1,381
3rd ,, |Losd | s8L5| .. g40 1 012 (1019 || 1452 [1ae7 | .| . 622 | 1200 |1, 1,383
ath 5, (1102 | B0 | .. 860 | 009 1,023 |{ 1403 | 1370 | .. . 022 | 1,283 | 1,505 | 1,409
1623 1st, Qtr, | 1,119 806 823 £95 421 | 1,072 |{ 1,620 | 1,805 | 1,294 | 1,553 622 | 1,436 | 1,618 | 1,482
and 1,120 | 803 | 838 | 867 | 1,013 | 1,082 || 1,615 [ 1,306 | 1,290 | 1,375 | 622 | 1,496 | 1,651 | 1,480
dnd 1,122 816 833 807 988 | L0768 |{ 1,625 | 1,395 | 1,200 | 1,400 622 | 1,504 | 1,650 | 1,4
ath ,, 1126 [ 817 | =38 | o900 | 088 |1,080 [| 1,646 |1,305 | 2,308 | 1,900 | 622 | 1515 | 1,566 | 1,503
Foob, (ROCERIES, AND IYQUSING
1019 .. |1420 [us45 | .. | 1,300 11,425 (1,438 [ 1,496 [1,409 | .. .o 11,357 | 1,431 [ 1,590 | 1,489
1920 PR 1 B I Wy 3N 1,465 1021 |1.627 |11,887 | 1,002 .o las2L (1,78 (1,7 1,153
1021 .. | 1,600 | 1,647 we | 1487 (L1506 11,680 11985 | 1,612 | ., .. | 1,468 { 1,071 | 1,607 | 1,668
1922 .o {1408 | 1,515 1,452 1,465 [ 1,400 [[ 1,661 | 1,680 | .. .. 1340 11,557 | 1,600 | 1,564
1923 vo | 1,538 | 1,671 [ 1,499 | 1,452 | 1,632 | 1,539 || 1,756 | 1,645 | 1,644 {1,661 | 1,306 [ 1,704 | 1,700 | 1,617
1922 1st Qtr. | 1,467 | 1,488 | L407 | 2,433 | 1,409 [| 1,637 | 1408 | ., .. |1,328 |1,585 | 1,686 | 1,822
md ,, | L526 |1,53¢ ] .. |1,450 |t487 |1525 || 1,667 |1.6264 | . 1,544 | 1,563 | 1,699 | 1,662
" 1,517 | 1,541 .. t1,45L |1,482 {1,523 || 1807 | 1,567 . . L3445 | 1,570 | 1,630 | 1,692
ath 1,468 1,403 | .. |2421 11456 | 1470 [[1,638 (1,577 | .. 1,347 | 1,561 | 1,699 [ 1,578
1923 1st tr, | 1,485 | 2,607 |3,433 | 1,598 {1432 (1,483 [11,670 | 1,678 | 1,545 {1,576 [ 1,222 [ 1,623 11,614 | 1,593
fpd o, |1,505 |1,013 (1,524 |1,490 | 1,664 {1,508 || 1,760 [ 1,620 | 1,631 {1,650 | 1,280 | 1,607 | 1,790 |1,
2rd , 1,550 (1,601 (1,637 1,430 | 1,548 | 1,561 || 1,706 [ 1,600 | 1,603 | 1,713 | 2,444 | 1,740 | 1T 1,115
ath ., 1,516 [1,562 | 1,500 [1,435 [ 1,533 [1,510 |[1,708 | 1,691 {1,706 | 1,703 | 1,467 { 1,748 | 1,713 | 1,693

* The Towns of Mullond JTunction {(W.A.). Zechan (Toa.), and Heaconsfick! (Taa.}), were replaced in 1023 by
Kottham {W.4.3, Burmie {Tas.), and Devonport {Tas.). ¥ Be¢ note ot hoad of page 29,
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In so far as they rclate to the capital cities the index-numbers in thesc
tables are comparable in every respect with those given on page 29 for the
respective groups, and where they relate to the same period are identical
in both tables.

The index-numbers in the separate parts of the table cannot be directly
compared with one another in ozder to show the relative cost of (say) housing
and food and groceries, since the weighted average cost in 1911 is in each
cage made equal to 1,000,

The Jast columns in cach of the tables above refer to the weighted average
for the 30 towns. The method of computing these weighted average index-
numbers is explained in Roport No. 1, page 35. The population weights
usad for 1923 in the conputations were as follows :—

Population Weights Used for Differcnt Towns.

Town. = Town. £ Town. = Town, 2 | Town. ] Town. 2

= 2 B & =) 4

o = & & ar o

z = = = = =

Swiney .. | 898 Melbourne 766| Brisbone 5104 Adetaide 255{ Perth, ete. | 155/ Hobart 52
Neweoasile B4 Ballarat .. 38| T 'woamba 21 Kadmnete| 18| Kalglisote] 19| Lawnceston| 24
Troken 11ili ag| Bendigo .. MiRockhonn 241 1"t 1'irke 10| Kortham 4| Hurnic .. 3
Gioulburn 13Geelong . 32[Chita Twrs Mt Gamb'r 4| Bunbury 4{Devonport | &
Tathurst 8 W nambo'l B(Watwick @ Ceterborgh 2| Geraldton 4| Quecnst'wn| 3

The weights difier from those given in previous issues of this Report
inasmuch as they are based on the 1921 Census populations, whereas those
given previonsly relate to the population as recorded at the 191l
Census,

7. Relative Retail Prices, 30 Towns, with Houses of Various Sizes,
1923, —(i.) General —The figuresin the next table represent the relative index-
numbers for 1923 for the 30 towns in respect of which particulars are regularly
collected, and show the different results obtained by taking into account
houses of various sizes. These index-numbers are comparable in all respects.
The first column gives the relative expenditure on groceries and food ; the
second, third, fourth, and fifth columns show expenditure on housing for
houses of four, five, and six rooms, and for all houses respectively ;
while the remaining columns relate to food and groceries combined with
housing.
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1623, —Relative Index-Numbers, 30 Towns, Food and Groceries and Housing compered
with-Weighted Average Expenditure on Food, Groceries, and Rent (all Houses) iu the
Six Capital Cities in 1911 as Base (= 1,000}

Yoo, GROCERTES, aAND

HousLxd, LR Ot

Fond
i
Grocer-

TowK. ‘
Faur- | Five- | Six- All Fout- | Five- | Six- All

ivg.
roomedd lroomed |roomed roomed Jroomed | roomed
’ Houses |Houses | Houses., Houses. Houses. |Tlouses. [Honses, Houses.

NEW 500TIL WaALRS—

Sydney . | 1,072 52t i3] 743 8685 | 1,503 | 1.088 ; 1,815, 1,737

ewcarbly e .e 1,083 41t 540 T0h i1 1494 | 1.64:) 1,702 | 1037

Broken Mil* ., | LT 233 350 429 309 | 3,400 | 1,530 | LO0G | 1,486

Goulburn - o | 1,003 47 76 T 637 | 1,560 | 1,668 | 1,706 | 1,730

Bathurst . . 1,040 280 369 477 409 1,320 | Ld400 | 1,517 1,449

Welighted Average o | 1,076 508 402 729 043 | 1,570 1,678 | 1,805 1,710
VICTORTA—

Melbourna  *.. . | 1082 475 610 804 €87 | 1,537 | 1,63L | 1,886 | 1,740

Talarat ‘. o LOSG a75 380 471 442 | 1,331 | 1,486 [ 1,62¥ | 1408

Liendigo .. .. 1,058 w2 ] 53l 4347 1,860 | 1,457 1,580 1,465

Geelong . .. 1,038 s 503 G629 6547 | 1,408 | 1.538 | 1464 | 7588

Wartnambool , .. | 1081 377 490 616 535 | 1,408 1 1,580 [ 1,044 § 1,500

Welghted' Average .| 1,080 457 595 773 662 | 1,517 | 1,856 | 1,823 | 1,722
QUEESSLAKD—

Drisbane . e 007 212 448 a7t 513 | 1,230 ¢ T.448 | LAT3 | 1,610

Toowaeomba . i 030 289 473 482 430 1,273 | 1,342 1470 | 1,469

Rockbhampton .e 1,024 243 287 fior 303 1267 [ 1,8LL 1421 1,387

Charters Towers .. | L075 258 ( 336 | 407 817 | 1,585 | L41L | 1488 [ 1 400

Wourwick .. A 083 ars 381 148 43¢ 1,261 | LAg9 | 1,430 | 1,422

Welghted Average .. | 1,001 318 4322 544 430 1,219 | 1,423 | 1,545 | 1,400
300TH ATSTRATLIA—

Adcialie . .o | LoTd 442 592 716 604 | 1516 | 1,666 | 1,700 | 1,070
Moonb, ote. .. i 1,047 260 brrd 442 i 1327 | L4 1,489 | 1411
Port Tiric* oo | 106G 320 410 S 488 | 1886 | 1482 | 1,660 | 1454
Mt. ambier .. | 1,083 245 203 377 $12 | 1,268 1,336 | 1410 | 1,345
Peterborough . 1,061 400 380 48% 300 | 1,370 | 1,447 | L548 | 1400
Welghted Average . 1,072 427 571 G0 535 1,400 | 1,643 1,762 1,647
WESTERN AUSTRALIA—
Perbh, ote. . ‘s 077 200 492 593 4461 1,476 | 1,569 1,660 1,538
Kolgoorhe, et ‘e 1,28 Sdg 407 477 ) 1,581 1,445 L7E5 | 1,67L
» Ngriham . .. 1,156 352 461 557 43 1,504 | L4o7 1,713 1,408
Bunbury .. ‘e 1,084 302 468 550 363 | 1,440 | 1,652 | 1,840 | 1,452
Goraldton v | 1,130 447 028 Gdg 402 | 1,507 | 1,468 | 1,774 | 1,482
Welghted Average e 1,056 303 453 573 443 1,489 | 1,579 1,649 | 1,530
TASHARTA—
Hobart ‘e A 1,097 452 629 06 (k] 1,540 | 1,72¢ | 1,800 | 1,750
Lowneeston . .. 1,072 3706 545 688 g3 1448 ¢ 1LBL7 | 1,760 1,045
Burnio .. .. 1,100 4117 Jioid 718 535 1,520 | LG8l 1227 | 1,044
Devonport .. | Lo9d 417 530 046 568 | 1,810 | 1423 | 1,730 | 1,041
Queenstown ., .. 1,150 263 342 b i3] &350 1,413 | L4u2 1,510 | 1406
Welighted Averago | L0092 421 :3:00) 740 612 | 1,513 | 1680 | 2,832 | 1,704

Welghited Avemge 20
Towns, Australla .. 1,065 452 570 710 @12 | 1,617 | 3,635 | 1,795 | 1,637

* Zee Remarks on page 38 with reference to house rents,
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The rent for all houses is obtained separately for each of the 30 towns
by weighting the rent paid for each class of house by the number of houses in
each clags in cach town.  When houses of one particular size only are included,
different results are obtained.

The figures in the last four columns give expenditure on food and groceries
combined with expenditure on rend, for each of the three classes of houses
and alzo for all honses.

il

Txpenditure in cach town for lood, groceries, and housing was multiplied
by & number representing the population of the town, and a weighted resuls
for all towns was thus computed. The weights used are given on page 38,
The relative expenditure in each town for {¢) food and groceries, (b} housing,
and {¢) food, groceries, and hounsing eombined, is shown, the base heing the
weighted average expenditure in the six capital cities for 1911 = 1,000.
Therclore, in each horizontal line the sum of the index-number for food and
grocories and that for rent is cqual to the index-oumber for food, groceries, and
housing combined, taking the corresponding house-rent group. The items in
the table are comparable in all respects, and in addition show the proportionate
cost of food and groceries and of howsing. For example, taking the last
line in the table, the weighted average expenditure for all the towns on food,
groceries, and housing being £1.677, the expenditure on food and groceries
alone is £1,065 (1zt column}, and the average rental £612 {(5th column), the
sum of the two latter amounts being £1,677.  Again, if it be desired to ascer-
tain the relative expenditure for food und groceries and rent of four-roomed
houses, it will be found that the figures are £1,065 and £452, which, together,
amount to £1,617 (6th colnmn). In addition to showing the relaiive cost
of food and grocerics and house rent {for different classes of houses) in each
town individually, the table also furnishes comparisons as to the relative
cost of these items as between the several towns. Thus, taking food and
groceries only (1st column), commeditics which would cost £1,072 in Sydney
can be pnrchased for £1,062 in Melbourne, or £1,074 in Adclaide. Again,
taking the combined expenditire on food, groceries, and house rent for houses
of five rooms {7th column), an expenditure of £1,681 in Melbourne is cquivalefit
to £1,688 in Sydney, £1,666 in Adelaide, £1,645 in Kalgoorlie, or £1,658 in
Geraldton,

The index-bumbers are reversible, and may be used for comparisons
between any of the towns mcluded. Thus, if the average weekly rental
of five-roomed houses in Melhourne is 23s. 6d. and the average rental
of similar hounses in Bendigo is required, the rental in Melbourne must be

multiplied by the index-nunber for five-roomed louses in Bendigo and

divided by the index-number for Melbovrne (3rd column); 23s. 6d. x 3%

= 15s. 24. (sec Appendix IT.).
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(ii.) Food and Groceries,—The weighted average of the five towns was
below the weighted average for all towns for 1923 in Victoria and Queensland,
and above it in the other States. The most expensive towns are Kalgoorlie,
in Western Australia, ahd DBroken Hill, in New South Wales; Kalgoorlie
being 16.2 per cent., and Broken Hill 10.5 per cent. ubove the weighted
average for all towns.

(ii.) Housing.—For four-roomed houses, Sydney, Melbourne, and Hobart
are the most expensive towns. Tor five-roomed houses, Hobart, Melbourne,
and Sydney are dearest, while six-roomed houses are dearcst in Metbourne,
Hobart, and Sydney. Taking all houses, Melhourne, S8ydney, and Hobart
are the most expensive, while Queenstown and Broken Hill are the cheapest
towns. :

In Broken Hill and Port Pivie for some time after the outbreak ol war
a number of houses were occupied at purely nominal or reduced rentals by
families in which the wage-earner was out of emplovment, and it was not
until the latter half of 1916 that normal conditions were resumed. Tn 1919,
1920, and 1921 industrial troubles in Broken Hill hrought about similar condi-
tions to thosec in 1914-15. For some years, therefore, the nverage rents
in these towns have been computed in necordance with special investigations
quartcl:ly.

(iv.) Food and Groceries and MHoustng condined~—The last colmnn in
the foregoing table shows the rclative cost of commodities and housing ae-
comnodation for all houses in each towwn during 1923, The average cost
was greatest in Hobart, followed by Melbourne wnd Sydney. The index-
number for Hobart was 4.7 per cent., Melbourne 4. 3 per cent., and Sydney
3.6 per cent., above the weighted average cost for all towns. The cost was
least in Mt. Gambier.-

.

8. Retail Price Index-Numkers in Terms of Currency.—In the next
table the average cost for the six capital citics in the ycar 1911 kas been
taken as base = 20s. The figures measure tho variations in the cost of the
regimen referred to on page 26 from year to ycur in each city separately
{iu the vertical lines), and the relative cost in the several cities in cach year
(in the horizontal lines). Thus, 20s, 74 in Syduey in 1911 was equivalent
to 185 4d. in Brishane, or 19s. 1d. in Hobart, while 35s. 1d. in Melbourne
for the last quarter of 1923 was equivalent to 15s. 5d. in Brisbanc in 1901,
or 22s. Gd. in Perth in 1911.
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Retail Prices—Amounts necessary on the Average in each Yeat specified from 1901 to
1924 (1st Quarter) to purchase in each Capital City what would have cost on the
average £1 in 1911 in the Capitals regarded as a whole.

Welghted
Year. Sydncy. | Mell'ne. | Brisbone. | Adelaide, Parth. Hobart., Average of O
Capital Cities,
Foob A¥D GRoOCERIES (43 CoMMNDITIES).
8 d. ¢ d. s d. 8 d. s d. s d. s d.
1901 . 18 4 19 4 19 4 20 9 23 8 20 3 19 4
1907 . 18 O 18 6 18 11 19 0 23 11 20 2 19 1
1911 .- 19 9 18 8 20 4 20 5 26 11 21 2 b o
1918 ‘e 3 0 29 4 29 11 31 1 20 9 32 8 ¥ 3
1919 . 5 8 32 5 35 3 34 b 3 b 3 0 34 4
1920 .. 43 0 41 1 41 1 42 B 41 0 43 3 42 0
1921 . 8 0 38 0 36 3 31 406 9 40 6 3/ 0
1922 . 34 1 3211 32 2 34 6 3B 6 3511 33 8
1923 ..| 8 5| 8 1| 3310 38 6| 36 7| 37 3 38 1
1923 1s¢ Qtr, M 2 32 9 32 4 301 34 9 3/ 6 33 7
L v 2nd Qe 3% 6 B 6 33 6 3G 11 38 5 37 2 a6 6
5 3rd Qtr. 33 2 3 0 4 5 37 10 37 4 38 3 W™ 0
v, dth Qte 3 9 33 11 33 2 37 0 3 9 38 1 4
1924 st Qir 35 8 M7 3B 2 36 11 37 6 37 1 B 7
Housk RENT { WEIGITED AvERAnE ALL Housks).
1901 . 17 3 14 B 9 9 12 7 16 0 13 4 15 1
1907 .. i8 4 16 1 nn B 16 3 13 B 14 2 16 4
15911 .. 21 10 19 5 15 4 22 3 16 3 16 1 20- 0*
1018 . 25 O 23 7 18 1 20 5 17 8 19 1 22 10
1919 . 23 9 25 8 19 8 22 2 18 4 22 8 24 4
1920 .. 28 4 L | 21 3 24 4 19 11 27 b 26 8
1921 . 209 ¢ 30 0 27 25 9 21 0O 28 10 28 1
1922 . M 8 311 241 27 2 21 14 28 11 20 7
1923 .| 82 4| 33 5| 2411 | 2B 0| 22 8| 32 1 31 O
1923 1t Qir. 31 8 32 9 24 11 28 0 22 5 30 5 30 4
»  2nid Qtr. 20 33 5 24 11 20 1 22 7 32 4 3l ¢
. 9rd Qir. 2 7 a3 9 24 11 29 2 22 5 32 7 an 2
5 4th Qtr. az 7 ¥ 0 25 0 29 2 22 6 R2 1] 31 4
1924 Ist Qtr. 33 1 4 1 24 10 29 4 22 7 33 3 3 7
Foop, GROCERIES, AND Houst Revt CoMBINED.
19 .. 17 10 17 5 15 5 17 3 20 8 17 6 17 7
1907 . 18 B 17 G 15 11 17 11 19 9 17 9 17 I
1911 .. 20 17 19 0 18 4 21 2 22 ¢ 19 1 20 0*
1918 . 28 ¢ 27 0 25 1 26 8 24 9 27 1 27 3
1919 ‘e 31 7 29 7 23 10 20 4 28 5 29 11 0 2
1920 .. 36 11 85 9 32 1t 31 32 4 8 9 35 8
1921 s M6 34 10 30 3 331 32 2 35 8 331
1922 .. 32 8 32 ¢ 28 10 N 6 2011 [ 33 0 32 o
1923 ../ 84 9| 35 0] 30-2| 33 5 80 9 35 1 M o
1923 1at Qtr. a2 29 g 2 3110 20 8 33 5 32 3
s 2nd Qr, 34 11 B 3 0 0 33BN 311 35 2 M4 3
o 3rd Qtr. 35 10 36 9 an ¢ 3 3 31 2 35 11 35 2
. dth Qtr. i | 1 3 o 3% 9 o 4 0 34 3
1924 1st Qir. 47 34 4 30 11 331190 3 4 36 0 33 11

* Base of cach Section,

9. Price Defails, 1928.—The summarized results of price-movements
are publiched quarterly, and the actual prices of foord and greceries for each
month are published in the Quarterly Sumimary of Statisties, Full informa-
tion with regard 1o house rents is published avnually. Tn appendixes to
Report No. 1, particulars were given of prices and house rents in the eapital
cities in each year from 1901 to 1911, and in appendixes to Report No. 2,
similar particulars were given of prices and house rents in 1912 for each of
the 30 towns from which returns are collocted.
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Corresponding data for subsequent years were given in the Report as
follows :—1913, Roport No. 5; 1914 and 1915, Ne. 6; 1916, No. 7; 1917,
No. &; 1918, No. 9, 1919, No. 10; 1920, No. 11; 1921, No. 12; 1922,
No. 13; and 1923 in this Report.

10. Comparisons with previous years,—The following tables show for
each capital city (1) the total variation per cent. in the cost of food, grocertes,
and housing combined for 1923, as compared with preceding years; and (i),
the amount of such vartation due to (&) prices of food and groceries, and
(D) house rent. The sum of the percentages for any year and ecity in the
seoond and third scctions of the table is equal to the corresponding total
percenfage in the first section. Thus, the totul percentage of increase in
cost of food, groceries, aud house rent in Sydnrey for 1923 compared with
1907 is 87.6 per cent., of which pereentage 58.3 is due to inereased cost
of feod and grocerios, and 31, 8 to increase i house 1ents.

Variation per cent. in Price Index-Numbers, Capital Cities, 1801 to 1993,

Weighted
Year. Sydnoy. | Melbourng| Drishane. | Adelaide, Terth. Hobart. | Averngo jor @
Capital Cuios,

1001 N 045 ior.1 5.2 03.2 40.8 101.9 93.4
1907 .. 87.46 09,7 80.1 6.7 56.0 8.1 84.0
1914 . 44.0 58,2 al.4 445, 1 M8 G1.} 49.1
1915 . 31.3 37.0 20.9 82.6 25.9 412.4 33.9
1919 .. 0.9 18.1 4.7 13.8 8.3 17.4 12.6
1929 . ~5.9 -2.2 -8.2 -4.9 —4.8 —-4.5 ELR:
1021 .. .8 0.7 -0.1 1.0 —-t.4 -1.9 0.2
1922 . 6.3 7.6 4.7 6.0 2.9 .4 6.3

Varration Due 1o Prices or Foob AND (fROCEBRILS.

1901 0o.6 50.7 ah. 7 4.2 36.9 57.1 5G.Q
1967 0.3 9.0 53.1 a7.4 37.9 56.7 55.9
1914 32.5 37.9 36.3 3.4 7.1 35.2 .1
1915 e 18.9 181 16.2 15.7 1G.6 .9 17.0
1919 .. 1.4 7.8 —~2.48 4.2 2.3 4.5 3.5
19420 . -10.4 ~8.31 =129 | —10.4 5.1 —-0.6 ~0.8
1931 2.6 -3.3 —4.7 —3.0 -6.2 -f.4 —3.4
1922 4.2 8.7 3.6 | « 8.7 2.; 2.6 4.5
VarmarioNy nue 70 House RENTS.
1901 34.9 44 .4 4.5 39.0 12.9 44.2 7.4
1907 Nn.3 40.7 34.8 2.3 15.3 41.4 3.7
1914 11.5 20.3 16.1 14.% 7.5 25,0 165.0
1915 12.4 18.9 13.% 14.9 9.3 22.5 15.1
1919 8.5 10.8 7.5 GG 6.0 12.9 9.1
1920 4.5 6.1 4.7 5.5 3.3 5.1 bh.0
102} .s 3.4 4.0 4.6 4.0 1.8 3.7 3.6
1922 .. 2.1 1.9 1.2 2.3 0.9 2.9 1.8

a NoTh-—Varistions not preceded by a sign represent increases, those preceded by o mloug {—) represent
perenses.



