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CHAPTER 1.—LABOUR ORGANIZATIONS,

1. General.—In Report No. 2 an outline was given of the method adopted
to ascertain the number of members of labour organizations in Australia,
and tabulated results up to the end of 1912 were included. From the
beginning of 1913 quarterly returns were obtained from a considerable number
of trade unions, both as to membership and unemployment, and these were
supplemented at the end of each year by special inquiries as to the member-
ship of those u_nions which, owing to the nature of the callings and industries
covered, were unable to wrnish quarterlly unemployment returns. The
following pages show the general situation in regard to the trades union
movement in Australia at the present time, and also its development since
the year 1919. The recognition of the fact that the affairs of single unions
are not diselosed in the published results has assisted in securing complete
information, and thanks are again tendered to the Secretaries of Trade
Unione for their cordial co-operation in this matter. .

The figures published in this chapter cover the years 1919 to 1923, an
roference should be made to previous reports for particulars in respect of
the years 1912 to 1918,

2. Trade Unions and Bransche—Number and Membership, 1919 to 1923
—The following table gives particulars of the number of separate unions
.and branches with the number of members at the end of the years 1919 to
1923

Trade Uniong—Branches and Membership, 1619 to 1923.

Year. K&w. Vig, Qlandl. | §.A. WA, Taz. I.}r.tr"lo‘f_;" Total. Aust
No. OF SEPARATE UNIONS.

211 L) 106 101 112 77 4 kika *504

14 158 115 104 124 8L 3 ThE 388

204 154 118 1a98 114 ™ B3 T iR

217 160 118 106 117 £3 3 813 *337

204 100 119 110 1145 87 e Y e

N0, oF BRANCHES

1980 .. . L 411 338 1M 161 6 1,868 | 12,245

w2 . .. 371 453 S44 139 172 21 2056 12,404

2L .. .. 025 106 344 130 174 85 2141 +2,555

558 452 346 144 184 60 2058 | 12484

763 388 285 7 150 59 1,743 | 127157

No. 0¥ MEMERRS.
119 .. .. |235.300 {184,582 | 97,378 | 56,970 | 28,100 | 13,556 | 1,221 [¢27,685 | 626,685
1020 .. .. | 2775519 11870 (103,784 | 55,058 | 44,054 | 15,220 B15 | 684,450 .
191 .. .. | 235,648 | 105,071 | 102,786 [ 63,701 45,394 | 15,842 737 | 703,000 | 703,060
do2z ., L. | 284 080 | 206231 | 100,938 | 55,208 | 41405 | 14,348 T 1502938 | 702,038
1923 .. oo | 267,200 | 206,040 | 108,153 | 00,786 | 42,310 14045 T2 [ 609,743 | @00 748
PERCENTAGE INCREASE I¥ MEMRBERSHIP.
1920 .. Bed | 13-7 68| 6| 154 123 | 33 4 9.0 o0
1021 .. 2.9 47 | s 2 9 41 19 6 27 2-7
1922 .. 9 3 51 37| 109] 87| a4 w05 . -

1823 .. t6-1] 301 g1 101 T2zl 12w 28| 105 103

* Allowwng for lukst-3tate duplication.  The flgures represent the number of distinct organizations
and inter-State groups of or%mnzabions‘ They do not ropresont the totnl uumber of organizations
which sre practically independens and self-govermng {see remarks below).

+ Includes not only branclies of separate State tni and sub-branches in each State of infer-State
uons, bub alse head Btate branches of intcl-sg.nte unions.  § Decrease.
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In the table just given, under the heading * Number of Separate Unions,”
each union represcnted in a State is counted once only, regardless of the
number of branches in that State. In the total number of separate unions
in each State (see last colump but one}, it is obvious that there will be dupli-
cation in the case of inter-State and similar unions, since each such union
is counted once in each Stato in which it is represented by a branch. The
figures in the last column, therefore, have been obtained by making an adjust
ment to allow for this duplication.

Except in the last column, *“ Number of Branches > indicates the number
of branches of Statc head offices, which may, of course, themselves be
branches of an inter-State or larger organization. State branches of inter-
State or federated unions, as well as sub-branches within a State, arc ineluded
under the heading © branches ” in the last column. The schemes of organiza-
tion of these inter-State or federated unions vary greatly in character, and
the number of separate unions does not, therefore, fairly represent the number
of practically independent organizations in Australia, In some of the unions
the State orgenizations are bound together under a system of unification
with centralized control, while in others the State units are practically indepen-
dent and self-governing, the federal bond heing loose and existing for one
or two specified purposes only.

Moreover, a reduction in the number of unions is not necessarily an
indication that no new unious have heen formed, for while fresh unions have
come into being others have died out or amalgamated.

3. Trade Unions—Industrial Groups, 1919 to- 1923,—The following
table gives the number and membership of trade unions in Australia in
industrial groups at the end of the years 1919 to 1923. TIn Report No. 11
attention was drawn to the fact that the number of unions classified in Group
XIV. (Miscellancous), increased considerably during the period under review,
and a correspondingly large inerease ocourred in the membership of the
group. Dwring recent years many associations of employces of public and
semi-public bocties have beon organized, and such untons are now included
in the tabulations. Public Service, municipal, banking ond insurance
associations, which were not previously recognized, are now registered under
the provisions of Commonwealth and State Industrial Arbitration Acts,
and are iherefore classified as industrial bodies. The inclusion of these
organizations is responsible, to a great extent, for the increase in Group
XIv.

Trade Unions—Industrial Groups—Ausiralia, 1919 to 1923.

Mdustrinl Gronps. 14919, 1920, | 1021, I 1922, | 19235,

NuunER oF UKIoss.
1. Wood, Furniture, sic, . 20 10 : £ Ju 8
1 Engwneering, dMetal Woeks, “ete. .. 7 6 5 G4 T
111, Foml, Drink, Tolbaceo. ote ea i 71 Hi 1) [
1V, Clothing, Hnls, Pouts, ot . . e 27 24 i3 a5 21
Y. Dooks, Tiinting, ere. ‘. a6 3 i3 i7 14
Vi Ovher Manufactaring .. . g1 #1 8% 24 Vi
VIE Ruilding ‘- h7 ot a7 i) 3]
Vill. Mining, Quarries, cte .. 20 18 10, 1% 16
1X. Raubway and I‘r'mmd\ HeLviers . 43 N 43 £ nZ ol
X. Other Laud Transpoui . .. 28 22 Hp 20 "
X Shigplng. cte. . 7l o m 74 4
X1, Pastoral, Agrionltinal, cte. .. & “ I n LE]
XITL Domcstlc Hotels ste, .. . &0 23 3 26 25
X1V, .\Itdo(.ll.ltmml:‘ .s .. . 25 254 260 250 267
Toda! .. . .. .. 77l 96 T 813 T
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Trade Unions—Industrial Groups—Ausiralis, 1919 to 1923 —continued,

Industrial Groups. 1919, 1920, 1021, 1922, 1023,
NUNBER OF MEMBERS.

1. Wood, Iurniture, ete. .. 21,146 23,801 25541 25.682 24 465
I Engmcerin ', Mchal Works, “ote. - 49,043 55,8:0 57.01% 53,637 59 032
III. ¥Food, Drink, Tobaceo, ctc .. 40 569 40,447 81,608 54,497 58,6684
IV, Clothing, Hats, Loots, cle. o .58,820 40,325 42 080 44,540 46 842
V. Books, ’rmt,ing ote. . e 13,259 15,136 15,059 15,7041 16.240
VI. Obher Manvactnring .. .. 34,001 30,710 33,873 37,042 48,604
VIL Puilding .. .. 37,301 40,348 42,244 42177 16,231
VI, Minng, Quarrics, ete. .- 40,278 41,777 50,967 38,082 37,063
1X. Hullway and Tramway Sver\lc{m . 83,163 RO060 B8R, 791 92,152 30,405
X. Other Tand Transport .. ‘e 15,902 17,562 16,044 20,578 16,386
AL SlllpplnF ke, . .. 48,508 41,668 40,840 41 510 58,006
XII. Pnstora A\ancultunl cte. .. 46,74 42,023 47,603 43,528 26,684
XL, Domeat.ic Flotels, eic. - .. 14,702 10,855 20,442 21,130 20,713
XAV, Miacellancous o .. .. 137, ,3 78 159 271 175,608 174,434 172,550
Total . RN .. 627,685 034,450 703,000 702,938 690,748

4. Trade Unions—Numbers and Percentages of Male and Female Mem-
bers.—(i.) States, 1923. The ccnsus of 1921 gives the percentage of male
and female employees (i.c., persons ““in recoipt of wages or salary,” and
persons “ unemployed ), 20 years of age and over, on the total male and
female population, and by applying these percentages to the estimated total
male and female population in 1923, an estimate of the number of adult
employees of each sex in that year is obtained.

The fellowing table shows separately for males and females and for each
State (a) the number of members of trade unions, (b) the estimated number
of employees of each sex 20 years of age and over in all professions, trades,
and occupations, and (¢} the percentage of the former (a) on the latter (b)
at the end of the year 1923. The estimated number of employees includes
all persons (over the age specified) in receipt of wages or salary, as well as
"those unemployed, and therefore embraces a large number of adults who
are not eligible for membership of any trade union (such as certain persons
employed in professional occupations) as well as-others who while eligible
for mombership so far as the nature of their trade or occupation is concerned
do not reside in a locality which is covered by any union devoted to their
particular trade or occupation. Morcover, the age at which persons are
eligible for membership varies in different unions. The Census results are
classified in quinguennial age groups, and age 20 years is taken as approximat-
ing to the age of admission to membership,

.

Trade Unions—Number and Percentage of Male and Female Members, 1£53.

. N . Nehn.
Tarticulara. N.EW. | vie ((lond.| 8.4, ! WAL | Tay. Frory, Total,
MALES.
XNo. of Members of Unlons 241,004] 185,568 07,142 ‘54,2-10 37,087 12,847 T F 608,820
Estimated Totat No, of Llnplowcs .
20 ycars of age and over 457,208| 510,532| 164,663 101,7121 76,190 37,283 1,542 1,149,530
Petcentage of Members on Tsti-
m:\t,cdg.[‘otal No. Employees 528 533 570 | 533 493 | 33-0 54 53-0
T EMALES.
S
Ko. of Members of Unwons 26,683) 40,683 12,011 6.546) 47821 1,218 . 90,023
Eatimated Fotal Ko, of Kmploy ces
20 years of age and over .| 101,186) 53,200 $1.600| 23.004] 14,332 8,353l 119 | 275,081

I’cmutnge of Members on ]E.‘.ali-
mated Total Ko, Boployees ..} 254 | 43-6 | 24-FT| 283 33. 4| 145 . 331
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(ii.) Australie.~~Similar particulars for Australia for the five years 1919
to 1923 are given in the next table.

Trade Unions—Namber and Percentages of BMale and Female Members—-Australia,

1919 to 1823.
Particulurs. | 199, | 1020, l 192t. | 1922, 1923
Marns.
No. of Members of Unions 504,262 G0, 620 022,403 016,888 608,840
Batimated Totad No, of Em plo}ces 20 yenrs
of age and over 1,017,147 | 1,034,863 | 1,007,970 | 1,124 543 | 1,149,630
Percentnago of Membery on Est.lmatcd Total
Kumber of Employecs 355 58 6 5.7 54-0 530
TrMALEs,
No. of Members of Unlong 63,423 77,830 £0,516 86,052 90,023
Estimated Total Ko, of meloyccs 20 \ears
of age and pver 240 807 245,306 264,450 260,067 275,081
Percentage of members on Lstlmatcd Tot-ll
Number of Etnployees 26 3 31-7 d0-4 31-9 -1

The percentages given for the years 1921 and 1922 differ from those
published in previous Reports which are corrected by the application of the
1921 Census results,

The deerease in the percentage of members of trade unions on the total
number of male employees is due to the fact that the male merabership
has decreased during the years 1922 and 1923, while the population and
consequently the number of employees have increased.

5. Trade Unions—Classification according to Number of Members, 1819
to 1923.—The following table shows the number and membership of all
trade unions in Australia for the years 1919 to 1923 inelusive, classified
according to size. In this table inter-State unions are, of course, counted
once only :—

Trade Unions—Classification according to Number of Memhers—Austratia, 1919 to 19283.

5000 | 2000 1000 500 300 200 100 50
Classid- | 10,000 and and and and and and and and Unider | qp
catbon. ang noder | wunder | under | under | under | under | snder | wnder 5. otal.
over, | 10,000.| 6000. | 2000, | 1000, | 5000 300. 200. 100,
NUMERR oF UNIONS.
1019 ‘e 13 15 34 44 T 52 2 32 02 a2 bl 394
1820 .. 14 13 41 43 67 20 a8 o 54 50 B8
1921 .. 15 15 37 41 55 26 0 57 53 53 382
1022 . 16 14 44 42 42 30 33 58 EL1 57 487
1024 ‘e 17 13 41 42 5l an 27 55 47 54 333
MEMBERSUIP.
1919 .. 292,406f ©5,400] 104,547] G#,145] 3%,083] 12,148 7,624 8359 4,430] 1,50 627,085
1620 ++ | 314,457| 101,801 136,587| 60,324, 40,404 10,751 6,451 8,3 2,708 1,481) 684, 450
1621 .. | 987,684 115,464| 420,321 53‘7?5 40,729 10 442 7213 B.076( 3,782 1L674[ 703009
1922 .. | 338,699 104,200 133.492| 57,115 30,834 120101 R15}| 7,602 3,087 1,751 702,038
1023 .. | 341,167| 100,122 131 hti] 55 3700 37,654 L4623 8,231 8,057 9,433 1,773 600,743
PERCENTAAE OF TOTA) MEMBERSHIP,
T

1010 6-6[ 152 16-7| 102 59 1-9 1-2 i3 071 08| 1000
1920 45-01 1-¢| 200 28 5-0 1-61 00 i.2] d6f o-2| 1006
1921 48 ¢ 16-2 17-1 8-4 57 1:5 10 12 05 0-2 100 0
1022 482 148| 197 81 1-4 1-7 12 L1 0-6] 02| 1000
1923 488 143 158 79 b4 26 (%] i-1 05 0-3| 100D
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In the last part of the preceding table the percentage which the mem-
bership in each group bears to the total membership ol all grouwps is given
for the years 1919 to 1923. The tendency towards closer organization isf
evidenced by the fact that though membership of trade unions has increased
since 1912 by 62 per cent., the number and membership of unions having
tess than 2,000 members have considerably decreased.

4. Inter-State or Federated Trade Unions.—The following table gives
particulars regarding pumber and membership of inter-State or federated
trade unions having branches in two or more States. The figures wnclude
- inter-State wnions registered wunder the Commeonwealth Concilintion and
Arbitration Act, as well as federated unions which are not so registered :—

Inter~State or Federated Trade Unions—Number and Membership 1919 {0 1923,

UNIORE OPERATING IN— I
PARTIOULARS, ! torar |

2 Btates, | 2 States. | 4 States | 5 States. | %6 States.

Number of Unions, 1019 .. 16 14 12 17 36 05
" w1020 . 15 14 14 16 40 09

. RO ¥t S 17 1y 15 19 40 L

o wo loge L. 10 13 16 15 42 105

- oo 13 20 13 16 19 39 107
Number of Memibers, 1010 .. | 19,823 | 43643 | 51,882 | 100430 | 276852 | 407,020
. w1920 .| 1940d 52556 | 53448 | 128252 1 204,622 | 5450878
igar L. | 20787 { azle? | eoal | 137835 | 307438 | 568,350

N o 1922 10| 25201 45,202 85006 | 157,351 | 289)251 | 562,101
1923 .. | 23608 | 3mu64 [ 80970 | 124,057 | 285085 | Se2¢rs

* Cartain unions in this group have, in addition to branches in each of the zix Btates, a braneh
in the Nosthern Kerritory. )

The number of organizations operating in two or more States has increased
from 72 in 1912 to 107 in 1923, and the percentage of the membership of
such organizations on the total membership of all organizations has risen
from 65 per cent. to 82 per cent. during the same period.

7. Central Labour Organizations.—In each of the capital cities, as well
as in a number of other industrial centres, delegate orgamzations, consisting
of representatives from a group of trade unions, have been established. Their
revenue is raised by means of a per capita tax on the members of each affiliated
wnion. In the majority of the towns where such central organizations exist,
most of the local unions are affiliated with the central organization, which
is usnally known as the Labour or Trades Hall Council, or the Labour Federa-
tion. In Western Australia a unified system of organization extends over
the industrial centres throughout the State, and there is a provincia.l branch
of the Australian Labour %arty, having a central counail and executive,
and metropolitan and branch district councils, to which the local bodies
are affilisted. The central council, on which all district councils are repre-
sented, meets periodically. In the other States, however, the organization
is not so close, and though provision usually exists in the rules of the central
council in the capital city of each State for the organization of district councils,
or for the representation on the central council of the local councils in the
smaller indusirial centres of the State, the councils in each State are, as a
matter of fact, independent bodiez. The table hereunder gives the number
of metropolitan and district or loeal labour councils, together with the number
of unions and branches of unions affiliated therewith, in each State at the

end of the years 1919 to 1923, :
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Tentral Lahour Organizations—Number, and Unions Affiliated, 1819 to 1923, 77

Tartiewlars. N.AawW. Vie, land. 8 A W.A. Tos. N.%er. | Totad,
1619 3 5 4 3 10 1 . o8
No. of 1020 .. 3 i) 4 -] n 1 . 26
Councds 190 .. 3 5 3 4 0 i .. 24
R I " SN 3 Ei] 4 3 L] & 1 27
1923 2 [ 4 3 0 a 1 L8
He, of Uniona 1 I 127 176 Bl ki) 168 10 . 815
and YBranch 1020 .. 144 183 & 47 151 27 . 452
Unions 1921 .. 124 187 49 T4 181 27 e 844
Affilisted | ) o7 183 4 70 179 33 3 647
23 ., 84 182 T 8 174 35 3 624

The figures regarding number of uniohs do not necessarily represent
separate wnions, since the branches of a large union may be affiliated with
the local trades councils in the several towns in which they are represented.

Between the frade union and the central organization of unions may
be classed certain State or district councils, organized on trade lines and
composed of delegates from separate unions, the interests of the members
of wg?ch are closely connected by reason of the occupations of their members,
such, for exam]fale, as delegate councils of bakers, bread carters and mill
emgloyees, or of unions connected directly or indirectly with the iron, steel
or brass trades, or with the building trades.

8. Unions Registered under Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration
Act.—Under Part V. of the Commonwealth Coneiliation and Arbitration
Act any association of not less than 100 employees in any industry may be
registered.* The following table gives particulars of registered unjons af
the end of the year 1923. Registered unions include both mter-State associa-
tions and associations operating within one State only.

Uniong Eegistered under Commonweslth Conciliation and Arbitration Act—Industrial

Groups, 1923,
. : Mem- - Mem -
¥o.of Ko, of
Indusiridd Group. ber- Indupstrial Group, her-
E Uutons.| it Unions.| (NE
. Wood, Fueniiare, ota, .. 3| 24,015 IX. Rallway & Tramwny Scrvices 4] 65,780
11 Maghiceving, Motak Works ote, 17 | 57,288 X. Other Land Transport . 81 11,684
Tl Food, Drink, Tobreco, ¢te., 13 | 45,068 XL Shipping, ote, .. i 0| 95,142
IV, Clot,hinyi, Hata, Boots, cte 4 | 44,498 || XTL Pastoral, Agricultural, ete. 1 1
V. Books, Printing, cte. . 2 XI11L Domestie, Hotels, cle. . 5 | 15,820
VI, Other lMrmllfm:t:miug 17 | 35,116 || X1V, Mieellaneoms .. 44 | 795,801
VII. Bulfding ‘e 6 | 40,453
VILI. Mining, Quarries, che. 1 1 Toral . ‘e 131 | 669,274

t Noé available for publication separeately, incloded In Growp X1V.

The fignres in the above table are not comparable with those given in
the table in paragraph 6 hereof regarding all inter-State and federated nnions.
A few federated unions included in the table in paragraph 6 are not registered
under the Commonwealth Act, while, on the ot%ﬁa han%, a number of purely

State or%amzations registered under the Act are, of course, not included
in the table in paragraph 8.

* Under the Arbiteation {Public Service) Act an nsaociation of Jrss than 100 employess may be
registercal aa an orgenization, provided that ite members comprise af least three-Nfihs of all persons
engaged In that indovizy Ls the Service.

F]
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