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CHAPTER VI.—RETAIL PRICE INDEX-NUMBERS, 150 TOWNS. 

1. Introduction.—To supplement the information collected each 
month for the 30 towns specified in the preceding Section, a special 
investigation was initiated in November, 1913, as to retail price index-
numbers in 70 additional towns in Australia. This investigation 
was repeated in November, 1914, and again in November, 1915( 

when the number of additional towns was increased to 120, and it is 
intended to carry it out in that month each year, thus making informa
tion available annually for 150 towns. The results of the first investiga
tion were published in Labour Bulletin No. 5 (Section IV., pages 26 to 
33), where some description was given of the methods adopted in making 
the investigation and in computing the index-numbers. The results 
of the succeeding yearly investigations have appeared in the Labour 
Bulletins and Reports of this Bureau. 

2. Detailed Results, 1920 to 1922.—The results of the investigation 
made in November, 1922, are set out in the tables on pages 47 to 49. 
(See end of last column on page 47). The aggregate expenditure on 
food and groceries separately is shown in the form of index-numbers for 
each year in column A. In columns B and C the corresponding aggregate 
expenditure on food, groceries and rent of 4-rooms and food groceries, and 
rent of 5 rooms are shown for each year for each individual town. The 
index-number 1525 (see page 49) represents the weighted average 
expenditure in 150 towns on food, groceries, and rent of 5-roomed houses ; 
1415 represents the average weighted expenditure on food, groceries, 
and rent of 4-roomed houses on November 1922. Similarly, in column A, 
the index-number 998 represents the relative weighted average expendi
ture on food and groceries only for November 1922. The figures given 
in the table are comparable throughout. Thus, taking the average 
weighted expenditure for all 150 towns on food, groceries, and rent of 
5-roomed houses as equal to 1525, the expenditure on the same items in 
Melbourne is 1570, while if 4 roomed houses were substituted for 5-
roomed the expenditure in Melbourne would be represented by 1431. 

• A change has been made in the basis on which the index-numbers 
in this table are computed. Previously the weighted average expenditure 
on food, groceries and rent of 5-roomed houses for the 150 towns in each 
year was taken as base. In the tables on the following pages the same 
basis is taken as in the case of the tables referring to 30 towns and 6 
capital cities given in the preceding Section, i.e., the weighted average 
expenditure on food, groceries, and housing accommodation in the 6 
capital cities in 1911 is made equal to 1000. 
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Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries and Housing Accommodation in 150 
Towns for November 1920, 1921 and 1922 compared with the Weighted 
Average Cost of Food, Groceries, and Rent for all houses in the Six Capital 
Cities in 1911 as base (=1000). 
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New South W a l e s - A • Ji C A B C A B. C 
Sydney 1,291 1,772 1,853 1,015 1,506 1,589 1,034 1,553 1,641 
Newcast le 1,330 1,707 1,868 1,029 1,408 1,574 1,008 1,419 1,574 
Broken Hill . 1,504 1,785 1,857 1,023 1,305 1,376 1,050 1,331 1,402 
Goulburn 1,347 1,690 1,793 1,001 1,373 1,490 986 1,409 1,527 
B a t h u r s t 1,347 1,594 1,689 985 1,232 1,328 940 1,187 1,309 
Adelong 1,319 1,484 1,533 1,035 1,196 1,235 1,046 1,230 1,283 
Albnry 1,293 1,722 1,815 1,003 1,431 1,521 986 1,519 1,594 
Armidalo 1,306 1,649 1,742 1,031 1,314 1,411 074 1,332 1,404 
Hcga 1,318 1,568 1,663 1,073 1,300 1,398 983 1,259 1,358 
Bourke 1,375 1,533 1,585 1,066 1,211 1,277 1,055 1,232 1,285 
Bowral 1,332 1,684 1,766 1,060 1,461 1,524 1,001 1,495 1,594 
Casino 1,264 1,540 1,659 1,089 1,431 1,516 1,011 1,373 1,439 
flobar . 1,391 1,489 1,522 1,133 1,232 1,265 1,043 1,141 1,174 
Oooma 1,427 1,707 1,773 1,101 1,393 1,509 1,006 1,292 1,390 
Ooonamble 1,413 1,720 1,808 1,049 1,365 1,474 1,045 1,352 1,435 
O o o t a m u n d r a 1,412 1,805 1,916 1,053 1,472 1,562 921 1,337 1,440 
Oorrimal 1,356 1,600 1,652 1,052 1,328 1,387 1,013 1,309 1,381 
Oowra . . 1,250 1,593 1,731 967 1,312 1,434 974 1,372 1,484 
Deniliquin 1,360 1,626 1,697 997 1,298 1,367 1,008 1,309 1,378 
D u b b o 1,304 1,751 1,876 1,045 1,426 1,557 1,018 1,445 1,542 
Forbes 1,331 1,630 1,745 1,016 1,385 1,477 1,014 1,398 1,569 
Glen Juno's 1,225 1,549 1,037 958 1,285 1,384 957 1,266 1,400 
Grafton 1,341 1,600 1,692 1,070 1,360 1,455 1,006 1,359 1,478 
Grenfell 1,326 1,672 1,804 1,014 1,422 1,560 977 1,444 1,569 
Gunnedah 1,335 1,651 1,723 1,024 1,320 1,432 990 1,296 1,358 
H a y . . . 1,381 1,631 1,748 1,066 1,342 1,476 1,004 1,280 1,405 
Inverell 1,365 1,704 1,768 1,044 1,395 1,463 1,001 1,363 1,407 
.funec . 1,303 1,659 1,744 1,042 1,453 1,555 991 1,418 1,517 
Ka toomba 1,349 1,777 1,895 1,110 1,631 1,752 1,060 1,584 1,371 
Kcmpsey 1,209 1,550 1,651 1,042 1,421 1,519 961 1,290 1,427 
I Jsmore 1,290 1,634 1,738 1,110 1,453 1,574 1,047 1,402 1,563 
U t h g o w 1,315 1,655 1,729 1,035 1,416 1,486 1,018 1,355 1,472 
Mai t land 1,314 1,624 1,663 1,001 1,349 1,415 994 1,350 1,402 
Moreo . 1,429 1,785 1,890 1,073 1,395 1,481 1,079 1,487 1,605 
Moss Vale - 1,360 1,778 1,887 1,026 1,470 1,569 999 1,394 1,559 
Mndgec 1,311 1,051 1,719 1,031 1,411 1,483 995 1,414 1,504 
Narrabr i 1,324 1,676 1,758 1,030 1,370 1,442 992 1,292 1,395 
Nowra 1,369 1,698 1,764 1,073 1,402 1,468 1,052 1,578 1,657 
Orange 1,259 1,542 1,691 991 1,318 1,411 955 1,307 1,410 
Parkes 1,318 1,670 1,778 1,019 1,420 1,503 1,000 1,434 1,559 
Qucanbeyan . 1,382 1,652 1,709 1,044 1,343 1,395 1,014 1,376 1,458 
Tamwor t l i 1,277 1,603 1,700 952 1,383 1,498 921 1,339 1,497 
Tomora 1,369 1,731 1,797 1,062 1,424 1,523 1,006 1,467 1,632 
W a g g a Wagga 1,242 1,594 1,679 986 1,385 1,447 951 1,350 1,477 
Well ington 1,268 1,553 1,661 1,032 1,319 1,412 944 1,226 1,313 
Wollongonp 1,339 1,678 1,734 1,051 1,387 1,449 1,018 1,399 1,465 
Wya long 1,364 1,625 1,725 1,110 1,389 1,472 983 1,329 1,445 
Vass 1,476 1,797 1,867 1,093 1,411 1,483 1,069 1,385 1,449 
Young 1,295 1,618 1,703 1,014 1,310 1,387 950 1,306 1,408 

Weighted Average for 
S t a t e 1,308 1,740 1,828 1,020 1,463 1,553 1,024 1,493 1,589 

V i c t o r i a -
Melbourne 1,285 1,707 1,837 972 1,418 1,543 967 1,431 1,570 
Bal lara t 1,305 1,508 1,590 977 1,178 1,284 976 1,217 1,320 
Bendigo 1,245 1,487 1,576 968 1,710 1,315 977 1,284 1,381 
Geelong 1,238 1,552 1,652 991 1,330 1,432 959 1,322 1,439 
War rnamboo l 1,322 1,654 1,765 999 1,335 1,484 932 1,273 1,431 
A r a r a t 1,355 1,640 1,761 1,084 1,327 1,426 1,002 1,303 1,395 
Ba i rnsda le 1,322 1,607 1,728 1,048 1,377 1,504 1,009 1,371 1,494 
Boechworth 1,335 1,532 1,589 979 1,196 1,262 996 1,223 1,275 
Bcnalla 1,283 1,566 1,629 1,004 1,304 1,406 947 1,276 1,385 
Bright 1,326 1,497 1,563 1,077 1,258 1,307 1,052 1,230 1,305 
Camperdown 1,258 1,557 1,646 982 1,324 1,426 963 1,339 1,539 
Cast lemaine 1,333 1,547 1,658 1.001 1,241 1,360 997 1,280 1,375 
Colac . . 1,332 1,676 1,743 1,028 1,489 1,604 973 1,500 1,582 
Crcswick 1,310 1,406 1,445 970 1,075 1,121 921 1,053 1,092 



48 RETAIL P R I C E INDEX-NUMBERS , 150 TOWNS. 

Index-Numbers- -Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing Accommodation in' 
150 Towns, etc.—continued. - . 

1920. 1921. - 1922. 
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Victoria—cont. A B C A It C A B c Daylesford 1,332 1,510 1,582 1,013 1,221 1,329 995 1,247 1,320 
Dunol ly 1,183 1,334 1,301 939 1,058 1,097 934 1,092 1,131 
TSchuca 1,340 1,595 1,070 1,020 1,200 1,365 973 1,235 1,327 
E u r o a 1,320 1,553 1,570 982 1,226 1,259 1,011 1,243 1,296 
H a m i l t o n 1,292 1,610 1,698 1,050 1,395 1,487 1,018 1,402 1,534 
H o r s h a m 1,354 1,663 1,782 1,053 1,458 1,623 987 1,417 1,536 
K o r u m b u r r a 1,277 1,576 1,033 1.013 1,338 1,362 939 1.273 1,370 
K y n e t o n 1,298 1,546 1,031 1,012 1,271 1,381 951 1.273 L,33i 
Maldon 1,271 1,400 1,420 972 1,110 1,133 950 1.093 1,137 
Maryborough 1,299 1,477 1,569 1,022 1,200 1,302 977 1,154 1,270 
Mi ldura 1,343 1,940 2,074 1,155 1,711 1,850 1,102 1,757 1,829 
Nhil l 1,209 1,532 1,585 1,078 1,341 - 1,405 1,000 1,348 •1,409 
Omeo 1,413 1,571 1,037 1,131 1,270 1,330 1,024 1,182 1,228 
Orbos t 1,311 1,577 1,688 1,042 1,371 1,437 1,020 1,415 1,547 
P o r t l a n d 1,279 1,520 1,598 1,057 1,374 1,480 1,023 1,346 1,407 
St. A r n a u d . . 1,289 1,582 1,674 1,040 1,335 1,457 970 1,244 1,325 
Sale 1,270 1,540 1,650 972 1,233 1,335 930 1,252 1,360 
Shep pa r t on . . 1,238 1,570 1,672 1,040 1,405 1,517 1,010 1,454 1,509 
Stawell 1,379 1,020 1,725 1,007 1,307 1,425 1,070 1,331 1,423 
Swan Hill 1,268 1,696 1,762 1,008 1,430 1,507 982 1,574 1,730 
Wa lha l l a 1,367 1,433 1,472 1,100 1,172 1,212 1,080 1,105 1,101 
Wandi l igong . . 1,335 1,440 1,407 1,007 1,202 1,229 1,051 1,156 1,183 
W a n g a r a t t a . . 1,380 1,706 1,778 1,031 1,351 1,445 1,014 1,350 1,431 
W a r r a c k n a b e a l 1,249 1,533 1,611 998 1,298 1,307 973 1,335 1,400 
W o n t h a g g i 1,393 1,702 1,788 900 1,300 1,435 1,000 1,430 1,527 
Y a c k a n d a n d a h 1,344 1,568 1,020 1,058 1,282 1,335 990 1,180 1,207 

Weigh t ed Average for 
S ta t e ' . . 1,287 1,600 1,778 980 1,376 1,493 971 1,380 1,517 

Queens land— 
Br i sbane 1,170 1,406 1,557 1,000 1,298 1,385 942 1,275 1,385 
Toowoomba . . 1,123 1,373 1,458 942 1,199 1.285 927 1,183 1,262 
E o c k h a m p t o n 1,185 1,403 1,457 1,000 1,225 1,270 940 1,104 1,239 
Char te rs Towers 1,255 1,495 1,560 1,034 1,300 1,353 903 1,243 1,312 
Warwick 1,198 1,408 1,500 980 1,253 1,315 919 1,175 1 230 
B u n d a b e r g 1,211 1,422 1,507 953 1,170 1,263 940 1,192 1,278 
Cairns 1,385 1,749 1,846 1,127 1,474 1,544 1,044 1,452 1,538 
Charleville 1,287 1,660 1,817 1,138 1,565 1,697 1,072 1,400 1,024 
Chlllagoe 1,313 1,418 1,445 1,230 1,494 1,025 1,060 1,313 1,379 
Cloncurry 1,458 1,805 1,950 1,109 1,572 1,660 1,115 1,488 1,585 
Cooktown 1,430 1,550 1,583 1,224 1,325 1,300 1,120 1,233 1,270 
Cunnamul l a . . 1,272 1,548 1,601 1,102 1,312 1,391 1,047 1,363 1,441 
Goondiwindi . . 1,230 1,404 1,560 997 1,234 1,326 1,010 1,271 1,367 
Gympie 1,201 1,405 1,491 1,030 1,247 1,313 998 1,251 1,336 
H a m i l t o n 1,184 1,579 1,710 1,008 1,403 1,475 975 1,370 1,442 
H u g h e n d c n . . 1,323 1,777 1,879 1,172 1,005 1,797 1,092 1,580 1,750 
Tpswich 1,183 1,433 1,519 1,048 1,301 1,458 951 1,241 1,320 
Longreach 1,294 1,564 1,639 1,094 1,375 1,452 1,098 1,385 1,487 
Mackay 1,327 1,039 1,718 1,106 1,453 1,567 962 1,327 1,430 
M a r y b o r o u g h 1,175 1,399 1,406 1,000 1,245 1,364 962 1,231 1,303 
Mt. Morgan . . 1,206 1,470 1,535 1,000 1,211 1,250 905 1,183 1,222 
R o m a 1,195 1,524 1,590 1,058 1,420 1,535 1,009 1,371 1,450 
Townsvil le 1,310 1,732 1,840 1,138 1,529 1,603 1,079 1,403 1,632 
W i n t o n 1,435 1,803 1,961 1,168 1,607 1,738 1,090 1,551 1,715 

W e i g h t e d Average for 
S t a t e 1,201 1,478 1,504 1,019 1,303 1,380 903 1,272 1,308 

South Aust ra l ia— 
Adelaide 1,291 1,671 1,795 991 1,381 1,527 987 1,418 1,548 
Moonta , e t c . . . 1,290 1,561 1,038 990 1,248 1,344 990 1,245 1,351 
P o r t Pir ie 1,305 1,648 1,723 1,020 1,340 1,418 978 1,297 1,391 
Mt. Gamble r . . 1,204 1,490 1,650 972 1,198 1,259 950 1,185 1,252 
Pe t e rbo rough 1,207 1,504 1,659 1,050 1,343 1,442 1,013 1,303 1,373 
Gawler 1,237 1,497 1,574 1,003 1,200 1,329 955 1,294 1,389 
K a p u n d a 1,248 1,400 1,459 985 1,157 1,249 947 1,184 1,200 
M u r r a y Bridge 1,276 1,075 1.776 988 1,301 1,457 947 1,348 1,410 
P t . Augus t a . . 1,313 1,642 1,749 1,049 1,370 1,405 1,023 1,348 1,451 
P t . Lincoln . . 1,252 1,562 1,011 1,048 1,325 1,404 1,061 1,337 1,410 
P t . Vic tor (Victor % H a r b o u r ) . . 1,245 1,551 1,692 991 1,340 1,451 975 1,502 1,033 
E e n m a r k 1,356 1,784 1,905 1,104 1,017 1,740 1,059 1,052 ' 1,783 

Weigh ted Average for • 

S t a t e 1,289 1,652 1,767 995 1,364 1,498 986 1,302 1,515 
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Index-Numbers- -Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing Accommodation in 
150 Towns, etc.—continued. 

1920. 1921. 1922. 
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Western Aust ra l ia— A B 0 A B c A B C 
P e r t h & E r e m a n t l e 1,172 1,527 1,623 1,058 1,440 1,530 998 1,389 1,577 
Kalgoorlie & Boulder 3,341 1,694 1,772 1,179 1,535 1,611 1,154 1,493 1,557 
Midland J u n c t i o n & 

Guildford . . 1,221 1,481 1,563 1,110 1,403 1,512 1,034 1,368 1,449 
B u n b u r y 1,220 1,509 1,556 1,105 1,422 1,485 1,046 1,397 1,497 
Gcra ld ton 1,222 1,604 1,690 1,086 1,488 1,576 1,065 1,462 1,548 
A lbany 1,290 1,603 1,678 1,153 1,461 1,547 1,099 1,395 1,467 
B r o o m e 1,488 1,402 1,308 1,966 2,098 
Ca rna rvon 1,387 1,821 1,854 1,297 l',659 l',745 1,237 1,730 1,779 
Cue 1,423 1,633 1,719 1,341 1,519 1,604 1,312 1,507 1,602 
K a t a n n i n g 1,104 1,549 1,595 1,019 1,397 1,476 1,009 1,388 1,549 
Leonora 1,409 1,732 1,798 1,207 1,399 1,465 1,209 1,427 1,467 
Menzies 1,049 1,781 1,807 1,343 1,474 1,488 1,314 1,446 1,472 
N o r t h a m ] ,205 1,537 1,659 1,104 1,420 1,558 1,081 1,432 1,542 
R a v e n s t h o r p e 1,359 1,457 1,523 1,268 1,367 1,432 1,158 1,257 1,323 
Weighted Average for 

S t a t e 1,220 1,565 1,654 1,095 1,458 1,546 1,045 1,416 1,506 
Tasmania— 

H o b a r t 1,302 1,827 1,923 1,081 1,520 1,631 1,013 1,416 1,592 
Launces ton 1,339 1,658 1,793 1,009 1,331 1,475 1,007 1,374 1,536 
Zeehan 1,419 1,603 1,669 1,167 1,325 1,358 1,116 1,281 1,327 
Beaconsfleld 1,238 1,299 1,328 1,049 1,110 1,113 995 1,069 1,091 
Queens town 1,274 1,537 1,616 1,134 1,397 1,476 1,092 1,356 1,435 
Burn ie 1,290 1,652 1,738 1,017 1,379 1,484 1,028 1,454 1,586 
Campbel l town 1,214 1,336 1,378 1,066 1,206 1,277 979 1,129 1,183 
D c v o n p o r t 1,291 1,650 1,715 1,074 1,434 1,518 1,010 1,421 1,490 
F r a n k l i n 1,328 1,564 1,643 1,088 1,335 1,398 1,024 1,257 1,327 
Oa t l ands 1,250 1,408 1,441 1,075 1,223 1,269 990 1,151 1,178 
Sco t t sda le 1,255 1,483 1,540 998 . 1,201 1,327 1,051 1,315 1,380 
Weighted Average for 

• S t a t e 1,338 1,704 1,802 1,063 1,410 1,525 1,020 1,375 1,519 

Weigh ted Average for Weigh ted Average for 
Aus t ra l i a 1,282 1,662 1,763 1,011 1,405 1,507 998 1,415 1,525 

By deducting the index-number in column A from those in columns B 
and C, the relative aggregate expenditure on housing accommodation 
can be ascertained. Thus for November 1922 the index-number for 
food and groceries in Melbourne (column A) is 967. Subtracting this 
from 1431 (column B) gives a difference of 464, which is the relative 
cost of house rent for houses of 4 rooms, and from 1570 (column C) 
gives a difference of 603, which is the relative cost of house rent for 
houses of 5 rooms. Similarly the relative cost of housing accommoda
tion can be ascertained for each of the towns included. 

3. Comparisons with Quarterly Results.—In order to ascertain the 
degree of accuracy with which the investigations as to variations in the 
purchasing-power of money made prior to 1912 for the capital cities only, 
and those made since the beginning of 1912 for the thirty towns, reflect 
the conditions obtaining throughout the States and Australia, com
parisons between the three sets of results have been made annually, 
those for 1922 being given in the following table. 

The first line in each section shows the index-numbers derived 
from the special inquiry covering 150 towns ; the second line gives the 
results obtained from the returns received for the month of November, 
1922, for the five towns in each State from which regular monthly returns 
are received ; and the last line gives the results obtained from the 
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November returns for the capital cities only. The capital cities are, of 
course, included in each of the other two investigations, and the five 
towns in each State are included in the investigation for " all towns" :— 

Retail Price Index-Numbers, 1922. Comparisons in States-

Particulars. N.S.W. Vic. Q'land. S.A. W.A. Tas. 
W g h ' t 
Aver-

F O O D AND GROCERIES. 

All Towns* 
Five Towns in each State 
Capital Cities only 

1,027 974 906 989 1,018 ' 1,023 
1,035 971 948 990 1,039 1,024 
1,039 972 947 992 1,003 1,018 

1,000 
1.000 
1,000 

R E N T , 5-ROOMED H O U S E S . 

All Towns* 
Five Towns in each State 
Capital Cities only 

1,071 1,035 767 1,004 874 ' 945 
1,081 1,035 737 976 855 938 
1,049 1,041 764 970 844 1,001 

1,000 
1,000 
1,000 

FOOD AND GROCERIES AND R E N T . 

I 
All Towns* 
Five Towns in each State 
Capital Cities only 

1,042 995 897 994 988 990 
1,051 994 874 985 974 994 
1,043 997 880 984 944 1,011 

1 / J O O 
1,000 
1,000 

* For list o{ towns included, sec Table on pages 47 to <10.' 

The index-numbers for November, 1916 to 1922, computed from the 
three sets of data mentioned above with 1913 as basis (=1000), are 
shown in the following table :— 

Variations in Retail Price Index-Numbers, 1916 to 1922. 

Particulars. 1913. 1916. 1917. 1918. 1919. 1920. 1921. 1922 

FOOD AND GROCERIES. 

All Towns* 
Five Towns in each State 
Capital Cities only 

1,000 
1,000 
1,000 

1,353 
1,354 
1,358 

1,395 
1,390 
1,397 

1,435 
1,430 
1,440 

1,706 
1,701 
1,715 

2,002 
2,007 
2,021 

1,578 
1,577 
1,588 

1,558 
1,564 
1,580 

R E N T O* 5-ROOMED H O U S E S . 

All Towns* 
Five Towns in each State 
Capital Cities only 

1,000 959 981 1,031 1,103 1,228 1,268 
1,000 966 987 1,039 1,110 1,235 1,271 
1,000 961 980 1,033 1,099 1,225 1,261 

1,347 
1,347 
l,33d 

FOOD, GROCERIES, AND R E N T . 

All Towns* . . 
Five Towns in each State 
Capital Cities only 

1,000 
1,000 
1,000 

1,204 
1,203 
1,196 

1,238 
1,234 
1,227 

1,282 
1,278 
1,274 

1,477 
1,471 
1,464 

1,709 
1,700 
1,697 

1,461 
1,458 
1,455 

1,478 
1,480 
1,480 

NOTE,— The figures in the vertical columns do not, of course, show relative purchasing-power-
of-moncu index-nmbers. They show merely the increase or decrease %n cost in November of each year 
eompartd with November, 1913, for " All Towns," "Five Towns in each State " and "Capital Cities 
only" nspectively. * 

* See footnote to preceding tabic 
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The index-numbers in the first line of each section of the above table 
refer to 100 towns for November, 1913, and to 150 towns for November, 
1916 to 1922. The general closeness of the results shown in these two 
tables is remarkable, and indicates that the index-numbers published 
for the capital cities only for the years prior to 1912, and for the thirty 
towns for 1912 and subsequent years, reflect with a substantial degree of 
accuracy the variations in the retail price index-numbers. During the 
period November 1913, to November 1922, the average cost of food and 
groceries throughout Australia increased 55.8 per cent.; house rents 
increased 34.7 per cent.; the aggregate result showing an increase of 
approximately 47.8 per cent. 

CHAPTER VII.—INCLUSION OF CLOTHING AND MISCEL
LANEOUS REQUIREMENTS. 

1. Introduction.—The Royal Commission on the Basic Wage was 
appointed to inquire into and report upon the following matters :— 

(1) The actual cost of living at the present time, according to reason
able standards of comfort, including all matters comprised in the 
ordinary expenditure of a household, for a man with a wife and 
three children under fourteen years of age, and the several items 
and amounts which make up that cost. 

(2) The actual corresponding cost of living during each of the last 
five year 3. 

(3) How the basic wage may be automatically adjusted to the rise 
and fall from time to time of the purchasing-power of money. 

Reference was made to the findings of the Commission in Report 
No. 11, pp. 28 and 29 In answer to the third clause of the enquiry, the 
Commission recommended that " a Bureau of Labour should be organized 
from existing members of the Public S3rvice, which should ascertain from 
time to time the rise and fall in the purchasing power of money in 
relation to the reasonable standard of comfort for the typical family (i.e., 
such a family as is described in Clause 1)." This suggestion was adopted 
by the Government, and the Commonwealth Statistician was consulted 
as to the methods to be followed in this connexion. The duty of carrying 
out the recommendation was entrusted to this Bureau. As the result of 
investigations and inquiry as to methods adopted in other countries, 
the methods hereafter described have been adopted for the purpose of 
measuring variations in the cost of the commodities and services which 
comprise the total expenditure on living. 

2. Methods Adopted.—The Commission was concerned principally 
with ascertaining variations in the cost of the regimen which its 
members adopted, and which is described in the Indicator Lists published 


