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CHAPTER VI—RETAIL PRICE INDEX-NUMBERS, 150 TOWNS,

1. Imtroduction,—To supplement the information collected each
month for the 30 towns specified in the preceding Section, a special
investigation was initiated in November, 1913, as to retail price index-
numbers in 70 additional towns in Awustralia. This investigation
was repeated in November, 1914, and again in November, 1915
when the number of additional towns was increased to 120, and it is
intended to carry it out in that month each year, thus making informa-
tion available annually for 150 towns. The results of the first investiga-
tion were published in Labour Bulletin No. § (Section IV., pages 26 to
33), where some description was given of the methods adopted in making
the investigation and in computing the index-numbers. The results
of the succeeding yearly investigations have appeared in the Labour
Bu.lletms and Reports of this Burean.

. 2. Detailed Results, 1920 to 1922.—The results of the investigation
made in November, 1922, are set out in the tables on pages 47 to 49.
(See end of last column on page 47). The aggregate cxpenditure on
food and groceries separately is shown in the form of index-numbers for
each year in column A. In columns B and C the corresponding aggregate
expenditure on food, groceries and rent of 4-rooms and food groceries, and
rent of 5 rooms are shown for each year for each individual town. The
index-number 1525 (see page 49) represents the weighted aversge
expenditure in 150 towns on food, groceries, and rent of 5-roomed houses ;
1415 represents the average weighted expenditure on food, groeerics,
and rent of 4-roomed houses on November 1922. Similarly, in column A,
the index-number 998 represents the relative weighted average expendi-

- ture on food and groceries only for November 1922. The figures given
in the table are comparable throughout. Thus, taking the average
weighted expenditure for all 150 towns on food, groceries, and rent of
5-roomed houses as equal to 1525, the expenditure on the same items in

Melbourne is 1570, while if 4-roomed houses were substituted for 5-

roomed the expenditure in Melbourne would be represented by 1431,

- A change has been made in the bagis on which the index-numbers
in this table are computed. Previously the weighted average expenditure
on food, groceries and rent of 5-roomed houses for the 150 towns in each
year was taken as base. In the tables on the following pages the same
basis is taken as in the case of the tables referring to 30 towns and 6
capitel cities given in the preceding Section, 7.c., the weighted average
expenditure on food, groceries, and housing accommodation in the 6
capital cities in 1911 is made equal to 1000.
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Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries and Housing Aoccommodation in 150

Towns for November 1920, 1921 and 1922 compared

with the Weighted

Average Cost of Food, Geoceries, and Rent for sll honges in the Bix Capilal
Oities in 1911 ags base {=1000).

1920, 1021, 1922
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New South Wales— A | h c A B C A B «
Svdney I 1,200 | 1,772 | 1,853 | 1,915 | 1,506 | 1.589 { 1,084 | 1,863 | L84
Newrastle . 1.330 | 1,707 | 1,868 | 1,020 | 1,408 | 1,374 | 1,008 | 1,410 | 1.674
Broken Hill . 1604 | 1,785 | 1,867 | 1,028 | 1,805 | 1,376 | 1,050 | 1,331 | 1402
Gonlburi 1247 | 1,600 | 1,793 | 1,001 | 1,373 | 1490 [ 988 | 1,400 | 1527
Bathurst .| 13e7 | vsoa | 1680 o5 | ijzse | Uazs | 040 ] 1187 | 1)309
Adetong 1219 | 1484 | 1,683 | 1,035 | 1,196 | 1,235 | 1,046 [ 1,230 | 1,283
Albury X 3,203 | 1,722 | 1,815 | 1,008 | 14310 £521 | 986 | 1,519 | 1,504
Armidale 1306 | 1,040 | 1742 | 1,031 | 1,314 | L&l } 074 | 1,382 § 1404
toga 1318 | 1668 | 1,663 | 1078 | 1300 [ 1,308 | 083 | 1.250 | 1l35a
Bourke 1,375 | 1,533 | 1,585 | 1,0 1,211 | 1,277 | 1,065 | 1,232 | 1’285
Rowral 1,332 | 1,684 | 1,766 | 1.060 | 1,461 | 1,524 | 1061 | 1,495 | 1,604
Cagino 1,264 | 1,640 | 1,650 | 1,089 | 1431 1,516 | 1,011 | 1,878 | 1,439
fobar 1,801 | 1,489 | 1,522 | 1,188 | 1,282 | 1,265 | 1,043 | 1,191 | 1)174
{o0ma 1,427 | 1,707 | 1,773 | 1,101 | 1,393 | 1,509 | 1,000 | 1,202 | 1,300
Coonamble . | 6413 1,720 | 1,808 | 1,040 | 1,365 | 1374 | 045 | 1352 | 1436
Cootamundri o] 1412 | 105 | 1016 | 1,053 | 1,472 | 1.562 | 921 | 1,337 | 1440
Cortimal 1,356 | 1600 | 1,652 | 1,062 | 1,328 | 1,887 | 1,013 | 1,309 | 1381
Gowra ., 1,850 | 1,693 | 1,731 907 | 1,312 | 1,434 | 974 | 1,372 | 1.484
Denitiquin . 1,300 | 17626 [ 1,607 | 997 | 1,208 | 1,367 | 1,008 | 1,309 | 1)378
Dubbo . 1,304 | 1,761 | 1876 | 1,045 | 17926 | 1,557 | 1,018 | 1,445 [ 1,542
Forbos . 1,331 | 1,030 { 1,745 | 1018 | 1,285 | 1477 | 1,014 | 1,808 | 1,560
Glon Tnnes . Sl 1226 | 1540} 1,087 | ‘958 | 17285 | 1,888 ) 957 | 1,206 | 1,400
Irafton 1,341 | 1,600 | 1,692 | 1,070 | 1,380 | 1,455 | 1,008 | 1,350 | 1,478
i, RN

ih : ' s h '
Hay .. . 1381 | 131 | 17am | 100 1342 | 1476 | 1,004 | 10280 | 1405
Inverct] 1,365 | 1,704 | 1,708 | 1,044 | 1,306 | 1,463 | 1,001 [ 1,363 | 1,407
Junee . 1,308 | 1,050 | 1,7ed | 1,042 | 1,483 | 1,855 | 9091 | 1,418 | 1,617
Ratoombn 1,349 | 1,777 | 1,805 | 1,110 | 1,621 | 1,752 { 1,060 | 1,584 | 1371
icetmpsoy 1269 | 1,650 [ 1651 | 1042 | 1421 | 1510 ] 961 | 1,200 | 1427
dstaore 1,200 | 1,084 | 1,788 | 1,110 | 1,458 | 1,674 | 1,047 | 1,402 | 1,563
Lithgow 1,815 | 1,655 | 1,720 1,035 | 1,418 | 1,486 | 1,018 | 1,855 | 1,472
Maitland 1314 | 1ozs | 10863 | 1,001 | 1,349 1 1,415 | ‘984 | 1,350 | 1,402
Moter , . 1,420 | 1,785 | 1,860 | 1,078 | 1,395 | 1,481 | 1,070 | 1,487 | 1,605
Moss Valo 1,360 | 1,778 | 1,887 | 10026 | 1,470 | 1,500 | 909 | 1,394 | 1,650
udgoe LS1E | 1651 [ L7801 1031 | 1411 | 1483 | 098G | 1,414 ( 1,504
Narrabri | 1,324 | 1,676 | 1,958 | 1,030 | 1,570 | 1,442 1 002 | 1,202 | 1,395
Nowra 1360 | 10608 | 1,764 | 1,073 [ 1,402 | 1,408 | 1,062 | 1,678 | 1657
Orange . 1250 | ¥isz ) Le9l ) 61} 1318 | 1l 056 | 1,307 | 1,410
Lurkes o 1918 | Lo70 | 1,778 | 1,010 | 1420 | 1,508 | 2,000 | 1.4 1,559
Tamworth }'g?'.-’ }'3‘63 }’ggg l'ggé %’333 }'ggg 1,3%% i’ggg }’igg
* ¥ 2 * : + yik

P || A MG i) b e 1)
o AgEn . ) K 5 1,385 | 1,447 1,3 1,477
Wellington . 1268 | 1553 | el | 1,082 | 17310 | 10a12 ] 9at | 1,226 | 1ja13
gorllongong X 1,33¢ [ 1,678 | 1,734 | 1,051 | 1,887 | 1,449 | 1,018 | 1,300 | 1,466
yalong 1,304 [ yees | 17es | 110 138 | 1472 | em3 | 1320 | 1446
Yom o 1476 | 1,797 | 867 | 1,003 | 1,411 | 1,483 | 1,009 | 1)385 | 1449
woung Avrago for 1,205 | 1,618 | 1,703 | 1,014 | 1,810 [ 1,387 { 950 | 1,306 | 1,408
tate -e 01,808 | 1,740 | 1,828 | 1,020 | 1,468 | 1,669 | 1,024 | 1,403 | 1,580

Victoria—

Metbourne 1285 | 1,707 ) 1,887 1 oz | 1418 | 1,548 | o067 | 1,431 | 1,570
Ballarat .. 1,305 | 1,608 | 1,606 | o077 | 1,178 | 1284 | 976 | 1,217 [ 1,320
pcngigo .. 1245 ) 1,487 | 1,576 | 068 | L710 ] 1816 { 077 | 1,284 | 1,381
Geclong .. 1,233 1552 | 1652 F 991 | 1,330 [ 1482 | 950 [ 1,8 1,430
¥ arl;lrtmn 1,352 1,654 | 1,765 090 | 1,335 | 1,484 932 | 1,273 ; 1,431
Arorat . 1,886 { 1,640 | 1,761 | 1,084 | 1,327 | 1,420 | 1,002 | 1,303 | 1305
nedale 1,822 | 1,007 1 1,728 § 1,048 | 1,877 | 1,604 | 1,000 | 1,371 | 1494
mlilwo 1336 | 1592 | 1580 | 970 | 1106 1,262, 998 | 1,223 | 1,276
lienalin 1283 | 1,606 | 10620 | 1,004 | 1,304 | 1,408 | 947 | 1,276 | 1385
bright 1,326 | 1,497 | 1,568 | 1077 | 1,258 | 1,307 | 1,062 | 1,280 | 3,806
Comperdown 1,258 | 1,557 | 1,646 | 982 | 1,324 | 1,426 | 963 | 1,380 | 1,538
stiomaine 1,333 | 1,547 | 1,658 | 1,001 [ 1,241 | 1,360 | 097 | 1,280 | 1375
ee 1,332 | 1876 | 1,743 | 1,028 | 1,480 | 1604 | o073 | 1,500 | 1,582
Creswlck 1,350 | ‘1,406 | 1,445 | 070 [ 1078 | 1,121 ] 921 | 1,053 | 1,002
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Indez-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing Accommodation in
150 Towns, ete.—conlinued. -

1920, 1021 - 1023,
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Darlesford . 1,332 | 1,610 | 1.6582 | 1,013 | 1,221 | 1,320 oG | 1,247 | 1,420
Dunolly . .| 1,183 | 1,334 | 1,30 G390 | 1,668 | 1,007 N34 | 1,002
Echaca .. .. 1340 | 1,505 | 1,676 | 1,020 | 12060 | 1305 073 | 1.235
Euroa .. .. .| 1,820 | 1,653 | 1,670 82 | 4,226 [ 1,259 | 1,011 1,243
Hamilton .. 1,202 1 1,016 | 1,008 ) 1,060 | 1,805 | 1,487 | 1,018 ] 1402
Horzham .. o 1,354 | 1,063 | 1,792 ¢ 1,063 | 1,458 | 1,623 987 | 1,417
Kortumbursa o] 1,277 | 1,676 L8 | 1.008 | 1,338 | 1,302 030 | 1.2373
Fyneton . oo 1,208 | 3,546 | 1,831 1,002 | 1,271 | 1,381 451 | 1.273
Malilon “ . 1,27 | 1,400 ] 1,420 072 | 1,1 | 1,153 050 | 1,003
MaTyborough Sl vzoal vary | 1m60 | o2z | veoo | 1302 | o077 | 3154
Mildura . Lo 1,843 ] 1040 | 2074 | 1,155 ] 1,711 1,856 | 1,002 | 1,757
Nhill .. .. 1,260 ) 1,585 | 1,073 | 1,340 |- 1,405 | 1,006 | 1,348
Omen .- Lo1,418 Fo1571 | 1,837 | 1,138 | 1,276 ) 1,336 | 1024 | 1,182
Orbost o Lan | nsr7 | 1,688 | 1042 | 10871 ) 1487 | rogo | 1,415
Portland .. ..| Lzt | 1] 1,508 | 1057 [ 1,374 | 14 Lo23 | 1,348
8t. Arnand . .o 1,280 | 1,582 1,874 | 1,046 | 1,335 [ 1,467 076 | 1,244
Sala v 1,276 | 1,540 | 1,650 072 | 1,233 | 1,335 036 | 1,252
Shepparton .. .. 1238 | 12670 | 1672 | 1,040 | 1,405 } U587 | 1,010 | 1,454
Stawell .- 1,370 | 1,626 { 1,725 | L0867 | 1,307 [ 1,425 | 1,070 1,33t
Bwon HIL .. +.1 1,26 1,68 1,762 1 1,008 | 1,436 | 1,507 2 1 1,574
Walhalla .- o 1,867 | 1,433 | 1472 106 | 1172 | 1,212 § 108G | 1,165

Wandiligong .. .. T286 | 10440 | 1467 | 1007 | 202 | 1,220 ) 1051 ] 1,15
Wangnratta . S LBBO| 1700 | 1L,YTR | OLO3L | 1,851 ] 1435 ) 1,014 | 1,30

Warracknabeal v 1,249 | 1,533 | 1611 008 | 1,208 | 1,307 073 | 1,336

Wonthagel ..  ..| 1,3 1702 | 1,788 | 996 | 1,300 | 1,435 | 1,000 | 1,430
Yackandandah o] 1,844 9 1,588 | 1,620 | 1,058 | 1,282 | 1,330 006 | 1,180
Welghted Average for
State . L] 2R ) 1800 | 1,778 080 | 1,376 | 1,403 971 | 1,380
Queensland—
Tirlsbane - Slo1ame | 1,466 | 1,567 ) 1,006 | 1,208 | 1,385 042 | 1,275 [ 1,385
Toowgombn, .. o123 ) 1ars | 1,458 042 | 1,199 | 1285 027 | 1,183 | 1202
Rockhampton oo 1,186 | 1,403 | 1457 | 1,000 | 1,225 | 1,270 046 | L1094 | 1,259
Charters Towera J 1,255 | 1,405 | 1,660 [ 1,034 [ 1,300 ( 1,353 908 | 1,243 | 1312
Warwick s -+ 11 1,408 | 1,500 086§ 1,263 | 1,315 o0 | 1% | 1,230
Bnndaberg .. L] o1 | tlase | 15071 9s3 | 170 | 1,268 o 1,192 ] 1,278
Cnirns . o} 135 | L7an | 1846 1,027 | 1474 | 1,544 | 1,044 | 1,452 | 1,588
Charleville o 12871 1,8 1,817 | 1,138 | 1,506 | 1,697 | 1,072 | 1,466 | 1,424
Chillagoe i | pag | 1418 | 1,445 § 1,230 | 1404 | L0256 | 10 1,318 | 1,470
Clencurry .. 1,458 | 1,806 | 1,950 | 1,169 | 1,572 | L& 1,115 | 1,488 | 1,585
Cooktown .. o tiaze | Tsn0 | 1,583 ¢ 122+ | 1325 | 1,360 | 1,126 [ 3,233 1,270
Cunnamulla .. ] 172 1548 | 1,601 | 1,302 | 1,312 1 1,301 § 1,047 | 1,363 ¢ L4l
Goondiwindi .. .| 1,230 | 1464 | 1,500 097 | 1,234 | 1,820 | 1,010 | 1,271 1,347
Gympia . «of 1,201 | 1,406 | 1,491 ¢ 1,086 | 1,247 | 1,313 008 | 1,261 | 1,486
Hamilton .. o 1184 | Lero | 1,710 | 1008 | 1,403 | 1,476 075 | LS50 | 1,442
Hughenden .. .| 1,328 | 1,777 | LA&T8 | 1,17 1,666 | 1,797 1 1,002 | 1,686 [ 1,750
Tpswich .. | Thas | 1433 | 1,510 | 1048 1 1,261 | 1458 | o 1,241 | 1,328
Longreach .. S 1,20e ) 2ased 1,630 1 1,004 1 1875 | 1,452 1 3,008 LRG| 1,487
Mackay .. . 1,327 | 1,630 | 1,718 | 1,106 | 1,453 L 567 G062 | 1,327 1 1,436
Maryborough | 1175 | 1,800 | L4606 | 1,006 | 1,248 | 1,304 o862 | 1,281 | 1,303
Mt. Morgan .. S| 206 | 1,470 | 1,585 [ 1,000 | 1,211 | 1250 085 | 1,183 1,222
Romn .. ] 1es | ns2a | 1590 | 1,058 | 1420 | 1,535 1 1,000 | 1,870 | L4850
Townaville .. -] 1,810 1,732 1,840 [ L1385 | 1,520 | 1,663 | L07u | 1,403 | §642
Winton . Lo L4386 | 1,863 | 1,801 1,163 | 1,607 | 1,738 | 1,090 | 1,50 1,715
Weighted Avernge for
State ‘as . 1201 | 1,478 1,664 | 1,019 ) 1,803 | 1,380 043 | 1,272 | 1,308
South Anstralis—
Adelaide . .| L0 | 1871 1,705 901 | 1,381 | 1,627 087 { 1,418 [ 1,648
Moonta, ete. .. .| 1,208 | 1,581 | 1,638 oG | 1,248 | 1,344 000 | 1,245 1 1,351
Port Plrie .. -] 1,80 1,648 | 1,723 | 1,020 ¢ 1,348 | 1,438 078 | 1,207 | 1,301
Mt. Gambler .. | 1,204 X 1,650 972 | 1,198 | 1,250 050§ 1,185 | 1258
Peterborgugh ol 1,207 | 1,664 | 1650 0 1,050 | L343 | 1,442 | 1,003 | 1,803 | 1,373
Gawler .. oo 1237 | 1407 | LAV4 | 1,003 | 1,260 | 1,320 056 | 1,204 { 1,38
Eapundna .y ..] 1,248 | 1,406 | 1,459 035 | 1,157 | 1,249 47 | L184 | L260
Morray Bridge o] 1,276 | 1,675 1 1.776 08 1,361 | 1,457 947 | 1,348 1,414
Pt. Angnsta .. ] U380 1e4a | 1,749 | 1,040 | 1,376 | 1485 | 1,028 | 1348 | 10459
Pt. Lincoln .. ] Tese | 1ls62 ( 1,611 | 1,048 | 13326 | 1404 | 1001 | 1,337 | Tal0
Pt. Victor (Victor »*
Harbour} .. .. 1,245 | 1,561 | 1,692 991 | 1340 | 1,451 976 1,502 | 1,633
Remnark 1,368 | 1,784 | 1,005 1 1,104 | 1,617 | 1,740 | 1,050 | 1,652+ 1,783
r

Weighted Averﬁf;c for~
State .. Ldo1800 1,652 1 1,767 005 | 1,364 | 1,408 086 | 1,402 § 1,515
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Indez-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, snd Housing Accommodation in
150 Towns, etc.——continued.

1020, 1621 1922,
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Western Auasiralip-— B ¢] A B [ I o
Perth & Fremantle 1,172 ] 1,587 ( 1,623 | 1,059 ( 1440 | 1,530 08 | 1,389 | 1,577
Kalgoorlic & Boulder| 1,341 | 1,604 | 1,772 | 1,179 | 1,635 | 1,621 | 1,154 | 1,493 | 1,557
Mudland Function &

Guildiord ., .| 1,221 | 1,481 | 1,663 | 1,110 | 51,408 | 1,512 | 1,03¢ | 1,368 | 1,449
Bunbucy .. .| 1220 | 15004 1,556 § L1051 1,422 | 1,485 | 1048 [ 1807 | 1,407
Gueraldton N I 1,604 | 1,600 | 1,086 | 1,488 | 1,576 | 1,0 1,462 | 1,548
Albany o | nee0| 1608 Lemd | 1, 1,461 | 1547 | 1,000 | 1,395 | 1,467
Broomo “ o] 1,458 .t -, 1,402 ‘e .. 1,308 | 1,006 | 2,008
Carnarvon .. «| 1,587 | 1,821 | 1,854 | 1,297 ] LG50 | 1,745 | 1,237 | 1,730 L77%
Cue .. . L0 1,423 ) 14,638 | 1,718 | 1,341 ) 1,519 ) 1,604 | 1,312 | 1,507 | 1,602
Katanning .. oo 1,064 1 1,549 | 1,506 | 1,019 7 L30T | 1476 | 1000 | 1383 1 1,640
Lconorn .. . 1,469 1,732 | L,708 [ 1,267 | 1,300 | 1,485 | 1,969 | 1,427 | 1,467

Tonzi - L] e | L,781 | 1,807 | L343 | 1,97¢ | 1488 | 1,314 | 1,446 | 1,472
Norgham e .| 1,205 | 1,637 | 1,659 | 1,104 | L420 | 1,558 | 1,08t | 1,432 | 1,542
Ravensthorpe .| 1,369 1,457 | 1,523 | 1,268 | 1367 | 1,482 | 1,1 1,267 | 1,323
Weighted Average for
Stnte ‘e b 1,220 f 1,565 1 1,654 [ 1095 | 1,458 | 1,546 | 1,045 | L4106 | 1,508
Tasmania—
Hohart o o 1402 | 1,827 | 1823 | 1,081 | 1,620 § 1451 | 1,013 | 1,416 | 1,502
Launceston .. .. L339 | L0581 1,793 | L0090 ) 1,331 | 1,475 | LO07 | 1,374 | 1,636
Zochan ‘. L Lo ] 1,808 | 10669 | 1,167 §{ 1,325 | 1,858 | 1,116 | L281 | 1,327
Beaconafleld . L L2eE | 1,200 0 1,328 | 1040 ) 1,M10 | 1,118 a95 | 1,069 | 1091
uccnstown .. | nzre | 1,687 | 1,616 | 1,184 | 1,397 | L476 [ 1,002 | 1,366 | 1,435
urnie o . 1ke0 | 1es2{ 1,738 | 10174 L,379 | 11484 | 1,028 | 1,45¢ | 1,586
Campbelltown 1214 | 1,338 | EATE | 1066 [ 1,206 1,277 079 | 1,129 | 1,183
Devenport .. L 1eon | 1,850 | 1,715 | 1,074 | 1,434 | 1,518 | 1,010 | 1,421 | 1,40
Franklin ‘e L 1,328 | 1,664 ' 1,088 | 1,935 ) 1,398 | 1,024 | 1,257 | 1,387
Oattands N 1,408 | 1,441 | 2,075 | 1,223 | 1269 1,161 | 1,178
Soottsdale ..  ..0 L2556 | 1,483 | 1,540 261 | 1,327 | 1,051 | 1,815 0 1,
Weighted Average for
- Btate e .. 888 1,704 1,802 | 1,003 | 1,416 | 1,625 | pro20 | 1,375 | 1,519
Weightad Average for
Aunstralia .. ‘ 1,282 | 1,682 | 1,783 | 1,011 | 1,405 | 1,607 998 | 1,415 | 1,525

By deducting the index-number in column A from those in columns B
and C, the relative aggregate expenditure on housing accommodation
can be ascertained. Thus for November 1922 the index-number for
food and groceries in Melbourne (column A) is 967.  Subtracting this
from 1431 {column B} gives a difference of 464, which is the relative
cost of house rent for houses of 4 rooms, and from 1570 (column C)
gives a difference of 603, which is the relative cost of house rent for
houses of 5 rooms. Similarly the relative cost of housing accommoda-
tion can be ascertained for each of the towns included.

3. Comparisons with Quarterly Results.—In order to ascertain the
degree of accuracy with which the investigations as to variations in the
purchasing-power of money made prior to 1912 for the éapital cities only,
and those made since the beginning of 1912 for the thirty towns, reflect
the conditions obtaining throughout the States and Australia, com-
parisons between the three sets of results have been made annually,
those for 1922 being given in the following table.

The first line in each section shows the index-numbers derived
from the special inquiry covering 150 towns; the second line gives the
results obtained from the returns received for the month of November,
1922, for the five towns in each State from which regular monthly returns
are received; and the last line gives the results obfained from the
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November returns for the capital cities only. The capital cities are, of
course, included in each of the other two investigations, and the five
towns in each State are included in the investigation for * all towns” \—

Retail Price Index-ﬁumhm, 1622. Comparisons in States.

Wigh't

Particulars. N.SW.| Vie. [Q'land.| S.A. | W.A. | Tas. | Aver-

age.

Fooo aNp GROCERIES.
All Towns®* . 1,027 074 946 989 | L0418 | 1,023 1.000‘
Five Towns in sach State 1,035 971 948 990 1,039 | 1,024 | 1,000
Capital Cities only .| 1,039 a72 947 992 | 1,003 [ 1,018 1,000
Rent, 5-Roomer HousEes.

All Townse* . 1,071 | 1,035 67 | 1,004 874 ‘945 1 1,000
Five Townsineach State | £.081 | 1 035 37 976 855 938 | 1,000
Capital Cities only .. 1,040 | 1,04) 764 070 844 | 1,001 | 1000

Foor anNp GROCERIES aWND RENT.

All Towns* . £,042 995 807 094 988 996 | 1,900
Five Towneia each State | 1,051 994 874 985 974 994 | 1,000
Capital Cities only .. | 1,043 097 880 984 944 | 1,001 ) 1,000

* For llat of towns included, see Table ou pages 47 to 10,

The index-numbers for November, 1916 te 1922, computed from the
three sets of data mentioned .above with 1913 as basis (—- 1000), arc
shown in the following table :-—

Variations in Retsil Price Index-Numbers, 19168 to 1922._

Particulara. 1613, | 1916. 1917.11913. 1919.11920. | 1921, | 1922

Foon AND GROCERLES.

All Towna* ‘ 1,000 |1 1,353 | 1,305 | 1,435 } 1,706 ] 2,002 | 1,578 ) 1,658
Five Towna in each State 1,000 | 1,354 | 1,300 | 1,430 | 1,701 1 2,007 | 1,577 | 1,564
Capital Cities only ..|1,000 | 1,358 | 1,397 | 1,440 | 1,715 ) 2,021 | 1,588 | 1.580

ReNT 0r 5-Roomer Houses.

All Towns* 1,000 | 959 981 11,081 1,103 | 1,228 | 1,268 | 1,347
Five Towns in ea.ch Stat-e 1,000 966 D87 11,089 (1,110 {1,235 11,271 [ 1,347
Capital Cities only L.[1,000 | 961 | 980 )1,033 1,099 (1,225 |1,261 | 1330

Foor, GROCERIES, AND RENT.

All Towns* 1,000 {1,204 | 1,238 | 1,282 } 1,477 | 1,708 | 1,461 | ) 475
Pive Towns in ea.ch State 1,000 | 1,203 ] 1,234 (1,278 | 1,471 | 1,706 {1,458 | 1,480
Capital Citiea only 1,000 | 1,196 | 1,227 {1,274 } 1,464 |} 697 [ 1,455 | 1480

NOTE.— The figures in the veriical cofumns do not, : otrse, show relglive purcharing
qf-mnw mdex nmbera Tﬁey :Mw merely the increass or e AR cosl in November of ea
d aoith N , 10138, for ° All Touns,” ** Five Tow i each Stale " gad ' Capilal (,aiae

* Bee tootnote to preceding table,

only” napectmly
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The index-numbers in the first line of each section of the above table
refer to 100 towns for November, 1913, and to 150 towns for November,
1916 to 1922. The general closeness of the results shown in these two
tables is remarkable, and indicates that the index-numbers published
for the capital cities only for the years prior to 1912, and for the thirty
towna for 1912 and subsequent years, reflect with a substantial degree of
accuracy the variations in the retail price index-numbers. During the
period November 1913, to November 1922, the average cost of food and
groceries throughont Australia increased 55.8 per cent.; house rents
mereased 34.7 per cent.; the aggregate result showing an increase of
approxXimately 47.8 per cent.

CHAPTER VIL—INCLUSION OF CLOTHING AND MISCEL-
LANEOUS REQUIREMENTS,

1. Introduction.—The Royal Commission on the Basic Wage was
appointed to inquire into and report upon the foliowing matters .—

{1) The actual cost of living at the present time, according to reason-
able standards of comfort, including all matters comprised in the
ordinary expenditure of a household, for a man with a wife and
three children under fourteen years of age, and the several items
and amounts which make up that cost.

(2) The actual corresponding cost of living during each of the last
five years.

(3) How the basic wage may be automatically adjusted to the rise
and fall from time to time of the purchasing-power of money.

Reference was made to the findings of the Commission in Report
No. 11, pp. 28 and 20 In answer to the third clawse of the enquiry, the
Commission recommended that * a Bureau of Labour should be organized

“from existing members of the Public Szrvice, which should ascertain from
time to time the rise and fall in the purchasing power of money in
rclation to the reasonable standard of comfort for the typical family (i.e.,
such a family as is described in Clause 1).”" This suggestion was adopted
by the Governmenti, and the Commonwealth Statistician was consulted
ag to the methods to be followed in this connexion. The duty of carrying
out the recommendation was entrusted to this Bureau, Aas the result of
investigations and inguniry as to methods adopted in other countries,
the methods hereafter described have been adopted for the purpose of
meaguring variations in the cost of the commodities and services which
comprise the total expenditure on living.

2. Mothods Adopted.-—The Commission was concerned principally
with ascertaining variations in the cost of the regimen which its
members adopted, aud which is desoribed in the Indicator Listz published



