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of 30.3 per cent. The retail prices index-number for the twelve months
ending June 1922 was 1845, as compared with 1591 for 1921-22, the
percentage decrease being 13.8, while the wholesale price index-number
decreased by 23.2 per cent., frem 2253 to 1780.

In making comparisons between these three sets of index-numbers, it is
to be borne in mind that the figures do not, of course, indicate the relation
between the different prices themselves, that ig, between retail and whole-
sale prices, etc., for the reason that the weighted average prices are in
each case made egqual to 1000 for the year 1911. The figures show the
relative increase or decrease in each set of price-indexes.

CHAPTER X —RATES OF WAGE AND HOURS OF LABOUR.

1. General—The collection of date respecting the nominal -
rates of wage payable in different callings and in oceupations in various
industries carried on in each State .was first undertaken by this
Burean in the early-part of the year 1913. Owing to the difficulty
of ascertaining reliable particulars of the numbers of apprentices, im-
Erovers and other juvenile workers to whom progressive rates of wage

xed or otherwise according to inereaging age or experience are payable
from year to year, the inquiry was confined to the rates of wage payable
to adulé workers only, and was further limited generally to “those
industries in operation within the metropolitan area of the capital city
in each State. Howevet, in order to make the inquiry a comprehensive
one, it was necessary to include certain industries which obviously are
not carried on in the capital cities, e.g., Mining, Shipping, Agricultural,
and Pagtoral. The particulars acquired were obtained primarily from
awards, determinations, and industrial agreements under Commonwealth
snd State Acts, and related to the minimum wage prescribed. In cases
where no award, determination or agreement was in force, the ruling
union or predominant.rate of wage being paid was ascertained from
employers and secretaries of trade unjons. For convenience of com-
parison, weekly rates of wage were adopted, though in many instances
the wages were actually based on daily or hourly rates as specified in
awards, determinations, or agreements, in view of the fact that it is
often in those industries and occupations in which employment is of an -
exceptionally casual or intermittent nature that wages are fixed and paid
at a daily or hourly rate. Hence the average weekly earnings in such
occupations will probably fall considerably short of the computed weekly
rates, The information thus obtained referred to the weekly rate of
wage in upwards of 400 industries, and related t6 1569 male occupations or
callings, These particulars furnished the necessary data for the com-
putation of average rates of wage in various industrial groups,* and in

* The tollowing industzial class) fleation of industries was adopted ;—
Classitication of Indusiriss and Ocoupations.

I Wood, Furpltare, Sawmllt, Timber- || VIII. Mining, &e.

works 3
11. Ensinem"in , Metal Works, &e. IX. Railwey and Tramway 3ervices.
111, Food, Drink, snd Tobaceo, &e., Manu-

facture and Distributlon, X, Other Land Transport.

Iv. Clothing, Hats, Boots Textiles, .
XL Shipping, Whar! Labour, &o,

.
TV Booke, Printing, .Bookbinding, &c.
XIL Pastoral, Ag&cnﬂ.ml, Rural, Hoiti-
¥i Other Magunfecturing, . cultural,
XIII. Domestie, Hotels, ate.
YIL Bullding. X1V, Mizcellansous,
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each State and all States. The average rate of wage thus computed
represented the arithmetical average* of the rates of wage payable in ail
classified occupations. Tt is not claimed that results obtained by this
method are precisely correct, but owing to the difficulty of obtaining
any satisfactory data as to the number of persons engaged in each of
the occupations for which rates of wage had been obtained, no detailed
system of weights could be applied. Though & great deal of information
as to the number of persons engaged in different industries and occupa-
tions was available from the Censusg (1911) results, it was found impractic-
able to bring the classification of these results into line with the detailed
classification of occupations in the various industries, as set out in the
awards, determinations, ete. For final results for each Statoc and for
each industrial group throughout the States, however, a careful system
of weighting was adopted. For example, in computing the result for
any State in any year, the computed average wage in each industrinl
group was multiplied by & number {weight) representing the relative
number ¢of all male workers engaged in that group of industries
in the particular State. The sum of the products thus obtained, divided
by the sum of the weights, represents the average wage for that State
for the parsicular year.t ' “ .

The whole question of weighting was referred to in some detail in
Repoxt No. 1 {Prices, Price Indexes and Cost of Living) of the Labour
and Industrial Branch of this Bureau, With the necessary verbal modi-
fications, many of the statements there made and the problems there
considered in regard to the subject of prices, refer equally to the
question of weighting in other investigations, such as the present.

The results thus ascertained for the year 1913 were published in
Labour Report No. 2, pp. 28-43. In the early part of the year 1914
the seope of the inquiry was considerably extended, and particulars
of the weekly rates of wage in 930 specified industries and 4256 adult

* The sumination of the weekiy rate of wage divided by the number of occupations tocluded.

¥ The weights used in-the computation of the mreraée wage i male occupatlons were as follow :—

Current Rates of Wage for Adult Male Occupations.—Weights used lor
each Industrial Group.

Particulnrs, | I, m oL v, | v v |[vic v x| XL | XL | XIL{X@m R,

NSW. ..|138 | 228 | 109 | 84| 65 | 162 | 25% | 343 [ 187 | 74 | 137 | 704 | 134 [ 902
Victoris .. | 118 | 195 | 160 | 951 68 ] 141 | 1901 157 | 136+ 54 | 65 | 456 | 85 | 734
Queonsland 87 62 1108 | 23] 20) 33| 70| 133 | V3] 22| 45952 45| 302
8, Australla 24 71 45 1 137 40| 3| 20| 48| 17 | 44 182 24 229
W. Australia | 65 | 36| 32 T B| 16| 82 142 | 40 9] 32| 118] 81| 1638
Tasmsnia 25 14 17 [ 5 T 29 44| 10 6] 12} 104 | 10 80

Australia .. | 435 | 608 | 561 | 231 [ 160 | 400 | 632 | 833 | 494 | 182 | 335 (1,015 820 2,909
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occupations (3948 male, and 308 female)* were included, and results
obtained thereby to the 30th April, 1914, were published in Labour
Report No, 5, pp. 44-50. These results were further analysed, and
the average number of working hours which constituted a full week’s work
in each occupation was ascertained and weighted in a similar manner to the
rates of wage. Thiscourse wasadopted in order to overcome thedifficulty
of making comparisons of the rates of wage in any specified occupation,
owing, in many instances, to-a different number of working hours con-
stituting a full week’s work in separate States. By dividing the weighted
average number of working houre into the weighted average weekly rate
of wage, what for some purposes may he considered a more adequate
standard of comparison was ascertained. Resulis obtained from these
-computations were given for each industrial group for each State.

Since the 30th April, 1914, the number of occupations.included in
comparative computations has been kept constant, but the particulars
of wages contained in Appendixes IV. and V. to this Report include
those for many additional occupations. In most instances these have
been taken from awards or determinations made subsequent to that
date by industrial tribunals-or from agreements registered under Com-
monwealth or State Acts, or as a result of direct inguiry.

In order to supplement the results thus obtained, investigations have
been made regarding rates of wage in past years with a view to showing
their general trend in each State and in various industrial groups. The
total number of occupations for which particulars were available back
to 1891 was 652. The methods adopted for the collection of the data and
computation of the results were explained in Report No. 2 (see pages 23-4),
and will not be repeated here. The particulars given in this Chapter
show variations in nominal wages from year to year in each State and in
various industrial groups. Index-numbers are also given showing
variations in effective wages in each State.

2. AdulMt Male Weekly Wages—Each State, 1914-22.—The arith-
metical average of the rates of wage given in the appendixes referred to
furnishes the basiz for the computation of relative weighted wages in

* The Gggishg.s_,uned in the computation of the average wage in female ocoupations were as follow *—

Current Rates of Wagae for Adult Female Qeccupations,——Weighis used
for each Imdustrial Group.

1v, LILYV. VL XIIL X1V,

FEarticulars, 0od, Clothing, Other Domestie, | Miseoilaneous

Drink, ot¢. | Boots, ete.| Manufactures Hotela, Sh&;;tamu

Combined. ate. ki, ate.
New Boath Wales - 23 228 4“4 104 124
¥Yictorla i 26 320 57 a0 111
Queensland .. & 80 8 47 40
South Australis 3 58 ki 22 32
Weatern Australia 1 29 . 29 N
Tasmania 1 18 2 8

Austrulia 8l 731 118 200 07
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different industrial groups and States. In the following table par-
ticulars are given of the results thus obtained of the weighted average
nominal weekly rates of wage payable to adult male workers, at the 30th
June, 1914, and at the end of the periods specified to the 3t December,
1922, for a full week’s work, in each State and for Australia, together with
index-numbers for each State at each specified interval with the avemg{,
for Australia for the year 1911 as base {=1000) :—

Wages—Adult Males—Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate payable for a Full
Weoek's Work, and Wage Index-numbers, 30th Fune, 1914, to 31st December,
1922,

Nore,—Index-numbers based on the average wage for Auatralia in 1911 {51s. 34.)
ay base (=1000). The index-numbers in this table are comparable

throughout.
Particulara. N.&W Vie Qland | S.A. W.A T'oa. A y-
P tralia.
} .
No. of Occupoations Inéhadex, | 874 ‘ 005 627 ’ 567 489 I 482 1 3048
LATES OF WAQE,

4k g .| 3. dfa | s [T T 3 d.

30th June, 1014 . A6 1|56 4{52 0|6 d)u 9 A2 IS 8
3lat Decembor, 1914 . 88 215 TI5 S 6 A6 W 3 O8ERS 7
30th June, 1918 . S84 063 485 T 83 2160 4 G0 2led 8
31t December, 1018 . 85 1l 6 0 045 ST 4 4L 21606 6
30th June, 1919 . 68 967 5T Gles w7 2 42 oleE T
31t December imgy . G 0|72 o 78 F|(8 H|7F o8 60 04 oL
30th June, 1920 82 0|7 58 W73 L8t 974 2 T
$lat Deeember. L1920 . 1M 0} A L 6182 8180 0.8 913 10
30th June, 1021 95 2[02 G0'!'o0 H|8F B193 6:38 3403 3
31st December, 1021 . {06 |08 ¥ | 0 B180 5|05 0301 3§93 6
4lzt March, 1022 . A0 Tlox 2 P ul8s 5194 0100 P04 0
30th June, 1922 . 93 B|or 3 ¢ olsr s5l03 o888 702 4
3J0th September, 1922 . g1 W|lor o'y w|ay G6f[93 H[|88 8|0 6
31gt December, 1022 . dw s 4+ oWl a0 o188 AEOL #

[INDEX-NUMBERS
i

30th June, 1014 . J 0 Lom 1,059 1LU30 1,60 1,225 [Wieti] 1079
31at Deccmber 1w 1,006 1,085 L4z I,OGZ 1,226 1,028 1,086
3J0th June, 1018 . L2404 1,230 1,280 1,234 1,354 1,174 |, 264
3lst December 1M3 . 1,286 1,278 £, 356 1,278 1,372 1,193 1,206
30th June, 1919 . . 1,342 1,316 1,396 1,202 1,388 1,225 F338
Jat December, 1e . . 1,498 1,404 1,634 1,373 1,516 1,340 1,462
30th June, 1920 - 1,615 1610 1,604 1,432 1,581 1,447 1,572
3t Deoember, L0240 . . 1,835 1,670 t,785 1,613 1,751 1,874 [,762
30th June, 1921 . . 1,858 1,798 L, 881 1672 1,824 1,732 1,820
Jat Deeember 1926 . 1,869 1,82¢ 1,89¢ 1,745 1,853 L,788 1,844
31at March, 1922 1,805 1,818 y+ 1,848 1,744 1,840 6,771 1,834
Joth Fune, 1922 . 1,828 1,784 1.835 1,700 L824 | 1,728 1,801
10th September, 1922 . 1,702 1,777 1,831 1,707 1,831 | 1,730 L7806
318t December, 1922 1,785 1.783 1.830 1708 1,820 1,726 1,785

* Weighted average.
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From the preceding table it-will be seen that the average weekly wage
for adult male workers, as indicated by index-numbers at the 30th June,
1914, in two States, viz., New South Wales and Western Australia,
exceeded the weighted average wage for Australin. This feature re-

-mained constant in varying degrees of excess throughout the period under

review until the end of September, 1917, when the index-number repre-
senting the average wage for Queensland was also higher than the weighted
averange wage index-number for Australia.

At the cnd of the year 1918, the index-number for New South Wales
waa Jower than that for Australia, while those for Queensland and Western
Australia were higher. During 1919, the average rates of wage in New
South Wales and Queenzland increased more rapidly than in the other
States, and at the end of the year the index-numbers for these States and
also for Western Australia were higher than the Australian average.
The average rate of wage increased considerably in all States during the
year 1920. At the olose of that year the wage for Western ‘Australia
dropped, for the first time since 30th -June, 1914, below that for Australia,
although at the end of the following year it had regained its former
position. Toward the close of 192}, certain decreases of wages ocourred,
particularly in New South Wales, but the weighted average wage in
cach State showed an increase at the end of the period. During the year
1922 the average wage in each State suffered a reduction on account of
adjustments made owing to the decrease in the cost of living. The
wage for Australia fell from 94s. 6d. at the end of 1921 to 91s. 6d. at
Docember 1922, The largest decrease, 43. 4d. per week, occurred in
New South Wales, followed by Tasmania with a decrease of 3s. 3d. per
woek. The rates for Queensland and Western Australia were higher
at the end of 1822 than the wage for Australia as a whole, while that for
New South Wales equalled it and Victoria, Tasmania and South Australia
were lower.

3. Adult Male Weekly Wages—Each Industrial Group, 1914-22.—
The following table gives particulars in regard to (a) the average weekly
vate of wage in each of the industrial groups, and (b) the weighted average
wage for all groups combined, at 30th June and 3lst December, 1914,
and at the periods specified for the years 1918 to 1922.



Wages—Adult Males—Weighted Averaze Nominal Weskly Rate ﬁﬂ)’abie tor & Full Wesk's Work, and Wage Index-numbers in
: each Industrial Group, 30th Juue 1914, to 31st December, 1922,

Nore.—Index-numbers for each induatrial group and sll industrial groups, based on the average wage for all groups in 1911
{ils. 3d.), as base (= 1000). The index-numbers ia this table are comparable throughout.

INDUSTRIAL GROUP,

. d ' at -
g o ] - & i . -, - b - g ] )
] = 0o 1= -] I ) -] = = E«n
53 £ |8 {Es|Es s 3|2 |5 [Ag(f |2.|82]ds|%2
Date S |8, |z, |ES (M8 |55 E |2 B, |52 5, |35 |Eg|8d8 |54
" Te | £33 8 29 5. | 82 E = £ b3 £ = g 8 | 2%
B 88 183 | B g | E3 | A 36 | 58 | &5 | 8% | R g ['3E
E2 | & . & EER-E : = CL : - = 55 ==
- = 2 : o = g ] i = = =
i =] = P > = b H "
RATES OF WAGE,

. s, .| 8 d.|8 d.|] 8 d|s d| & d.} s d. | d| s d|s djs d.|] & dy s d.| 8 d. d.
30th June, 1014 .. .50 2|67 213 2(|5210(68 9|65 Bl 65 4[64 11 ({59 B |51 1{48 7|49 5[ 47 0531055 8
Fist December, 1014 .. .5 B157 6156 B|53 06320156 O166 51656 )50 B|52 B ad10 |40 54712154 Q| 55 7
30th June, 1018 .. |66 8|65 2164 6 D|71 4|64 4|72 7|78 4|66 2|62 B|61 3!61 1!54 281 5|64 6
31st December, 118 .. 6811168 8|66 0|62 5[ 74 1|66 1|74 B3 ;78 6|6811 |68 5S5164d 5163 1756 7163 3|66 5
F0th June, 1919 .. ep10{70 047 2|62 6|76 O[67 1174 O 2169 6|64 |60 {GO10(50 2|64 7|68 7
31zt December, 1919 .. |75 D777 6§75 6|73 518 9175 4(70 8 78 6173 4|77 9|70 3|68 7| V1 8!%e 11
30th June, 1650 .- |8 8|83 7|82 "8 0|92 582 1|8510|8010{84 (70 1|8 77 2|71 B|F7121{8 7
31st December, 1920 .. W95 1|92 518 3186 5|99 88811985 7|03 10 1|87 3|38 0|87 1|80 6} 34111}80 10
30th June, 1921 .. Lo alerille vlen 2102 0193 B 4 |05 97 19010 195 3183 Q0182 L|&8 803 3
313t December, 1921 .. .98 2|98 03 10 (93 5|04 7|95 0102 5105 4|97 5[90 2101 &80 0|81 2|91 1|94 ¢

- 31st March, 1922 i |87 588 O]9 6104 0|93 BI102 4104 O 0511 |80 B |100 6 |B% 1|83 6100 4|94 0
30th June, 1922 .. o 7|95 6|92 10|02 6103 7|92 5102 2108 7| 0510 |89 700 Oi831L] 82 5|89 892 4
30th Septemnber, 1022 L9 504 09l 0|91 6502 991 (101 4103 8|03 5|88 4,99 6831182 188 7|01 &
21st. December, 1922 .. L85 4| 0310790110 |91 1 (102 9| 9111100 5103 8| 03 4 5|93 983118 48 8¥o1 G

. INDEX-NUMBERS.

30th June, 1914 1,154 | Lilé | 1,097 | 1,088 | 1,243 | L086 | 1,275 | 1,267 | 1,164 a7 48 064 Hg {1 1,050 | 1,070
915t December, 1014 1,161 § L1127 | 1,085 | 1,034 ; 1,246 | 1,003 | 1276 | 1,272 | 1,165 | 1,026 972 965 935 | 1,054 | 1,085
30th June, 1918 1301 ] Toze | v258 [ 1171 | 1302 ) rless | 1laie | 15284 1,201 | 1222 | 1,096 | 1,192 | 1,056 | 1lros | 1239
313t December, 1918 1,346 1 1,340 | 1,2 1,108 | 1,446 | 1,280 | 1449 | 1,532 [ 1,345 | 1,287 | 1,257 | 1,231 | L,104 | 1,234 | 1,296
30th June, 1019 1,363 [ 1,881 | 1,311 | L,219 | 1,482 | 1,326 | 1,459 1,643 | 1,356 | 1,253 & 1,364 ; 1,28¢ | 1,155 . ;

315, Decetnber, 1010 1asa | Usie | U473 | vasa | w6 | vato | Ussal Uzea | vsaz | vasi | vsie | 10 | 10338 { viase | 1aee
30th June, 1930 1613 | tear | 115 | 1482 | 1,803 | 10602 | 1674 | 1762 | 1,643 | 10844 | 10 1,467 | 1’308 | 1521 | 1’572
31at December, 1920 1,855 | 1,808 | 1,742 | 1,687 | 1,941 | 1,736 |"1,863 | 2,020 | 1,816 | 1,702 | 1,718 [ 1,600 | 1,571 | 1,646 | 1,752
230th June, 1921 1,006 | 1,032 | 1,806 | 1,779 | 1,980 | 1,828 | 1,978 | 2,080 | 1,906 | 1,772 | 1,868 | L7L7 | 1,602 | 1,742 | 1,820
31st Iecember, 1921 1,916 | 1,915 | 1,832 | 1,819 | 2,040 | 1854 | 1,000 | 2056 | 1,901 | 1,760 | L0884 | L7386 | 1,642 ¢+ 1,778 | 1,844
31st March, 1022 1,001 1 1,001 | i,829 | 1,805 2028 | 1,827 | 1,007 | 2043 | 1,871 | 1,749 | 1,061 | 1,739 LB 1,763 | 1,834
30th June, 1922 P 1.684 | 1,863 | 1,812 ) 1,805 | 2,022 v 1,964 ¢ 2021 ! 1,860 | 1,748 | 1,946 | 1,688 1 1628 | 1,760 | 1,801
30th September, 1922 . 1,961 1 1,834 | 1,791 ] 1,784 | 2004 | 1,788 | 1,077 | 2,023 | 1,823 | 1,724 | 1941 | 1,838 { 1,604 | 1,729 | 1,786
31st December, 1922 1,860 | Lase | 1,702 | 4,777 | 2004 | 1,793 | 1,960 | 2,022 | 1,821 | 1,726 [ 1,047 | 1,637 | 1,606 | 1,730 | 1,735

* Including the value of victkualling and accotntoodation where supplied.  t lncluding the value of board and lodging where supplied. ! Including the
value of board and lodging whers supplied sg follows . —In Sydney, 10s, 24, to 21s. 84 (according o class of establishment); in Melbourne, 208, and 23s;
In Brisbane, 14e. and 169. ; in Adelaide, 283, {Reatanrants), sod 253, (Eowh and Clubg) ; In Perth, 24s 6d.. ; and in Hobart, 22s. per week, § Welghted average.

.\\L-. i\ - '

THOOAVT 40 SH00H ANV EDVAL 40 SELVY



Rates oF Waae axo Houous oF Lasous, T4

The foregoing table shows that the rate of increasc in the weighted
average weekly wage in ocenpations and callings classified in the fourteen
industrial groups during the period 30th June, 1914, to 31st December,
1922, was greatest in Group XI. (Shipping), 105.4 per cent., followed in
the order named by Groups XIIL. (Domestic, ete.}, 74.9 per cent., and
X. (Other Land Transport, 72.4 per cent. The smallest increase ocourred
in Group VIL {Building), 53.7 per cent. In eight of the groups the
increaso was less, and in six groups more than the increase in the weighted
average for all groups. During 1922 decreases in average wages oceurred
in all industrial groups, the greatest being 5.7 per cent. in Group XIT,
(Agricultural, ete.), followed by Groups II. (Engineering, ete), 4.4 per
cent. ; IX. (Railways, etc.}, 4.2 per cent. ; VI. (Other Manufacturing),
33 per cent. The percentage reduction during the year was least
in Group VIIL. (Mining), 1.7 per cent.

4, Adult Pemale Weekly Wages—Each State, 1914 to 1922.—The
index-numbers given in the preceding paragraphs for male adult workers
are computed with the weighted average wage in 1911 as base (=1000).
This has becn done in order that comparisons may be made between these
index-numbers and the retail prices index-numbers which are also com-
puted to the year 1911 as base. In the case of females, however, it has
not been possible to secure information for years prior to 1914. For
that reason the index-numbers are computed with the weighted average
rate of wage payable to adult female workers in Australia at 30th Apeil,
1914, as base {=1000).

The following table shows the weighted average weekly rate of wage
payable-to-adult female workers for a full week’s work in each State and
Australia at the 30th June, 1914, and at the intervals specified to the
31st December, 1922, The table shows also index-numbers for each
State based on the average weekly wage at the end of each of the periods
indicated, computed with the weighted average wage for all States at the
30th April, 1814, as base (=1000). -

It will be seen that the general upward movement in the average
weekly wage for adult female workers, as given for Australin, was
comparatively small, until 1916, when the average wage insreased
rapidly, the increase during the year 1920 being the largest which has
been recorded. As in the case of male occupations, the increase in the
wages for females in 1921 was much less than in 1920. Reductions
were recorded in female wages during 1922, but the decrease over
the whole of Australia was relatively much less than in the case of
males. The Australian average fell from 48s. 8d. to 47z. 11d., 2 decrease
of 9d. per week, although in the States of Victoria and Tasmania slight
increases were recorded.  The largest reduction, 2s. 1d. per week, occurred
in Queensland, followed Ly New South Wales with 1s. 4d. per week. The
Waestern Australian average remained stationary during the period. The
advance during the whole period under review was 76.3 per cent. ; this
increase took place since the beginning of 1916,
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Wages—Adult Females—Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate payable for &
Full Weok’'s Work, and Wage Index-numbers, 30th June, 1914, to 3lat
December, 1922,

Norg.—Index-nwmbers based on the average wage for Australia at the 30th
April, 1914 (27s. 2d.) ns base (= 1000). The index-numbers in this tabls
are comparable throughout.

Particulars. NSw Vic. &'landl. SA. WA Taz Auya-
tralin.*

No of Oceapations Tnchmded .5 ‘ 87 37 47 2 28 | JOS

RATES OF WAGE
o dls als als als afls als a
B0th June, 1914 a0 9|27 427 0 24 1|87 4| %5 w2y o
Fst Decetndwr, W14 . 26 10| 27 w27 19 24 1|37 4125 10527 &
30tk June, 1048 . 1 3180 6130 B2 0|38 10|28 5f30 11
Jst December, 1918 31 W {31 B [32 1W0)20 H (38 (23 9]!N ]
J0th June, 19110 - . 34 7|32 2|33 2,2 7188 11,28 o312 w
A5t Decewber, 10140 . qir 1|34 5|88 433 8142 7138 ujar 1
30th Juue, 1924 41 o |37 Hl4t 7|3 D48 0|30 11|80 Ww
315t Decewmber, 1020 4G (43 1|44 11|40 TI5Z 11141 Wi 6
30th June, 1421 48 vl4a6 2| 49 10| 43 T1H4 1L G 47 ¥
J1st December, 1921 . 49 {47 W] s 4| 4% 2 | 56 4| 47 L 8 8
31st March, 1022 48 4147 ¢ |48 2|44 6| BG 4|47 048 2
30tk June, 1922 . 48 4] 47 10| 48 2] 44 i | BG 4| 47 6 48 ¥
30th September, (922 48 47 B |48 244 G| B0 447 0|48
3ist December, 1022 . 47 A48 0| 48 2} 44 U |66 4| 47 7147 11
]

40th June, 1914 : ' pae | 1006 93 885 | 1,873 030 | 1,000
31st Deceber, 1914 | 087 | 1022 090 885 | 1.374 950 | 1,008
30th June, 1913 . Conuae| o1 | o128l 1,080 naso | 1047|1187
315t Docember, 1218 . . 1,74 1,151 1,208 1,084 1,430 1,050 I, 168
30th June, 1910 R 1,235 1,184 1,222 1,089 1,434 1,050 1,200
315t December, 1919 1,474 1,208 1,412 1,225 1,805 1,215 1,305
304h June, 1020 nsse | 138! isse!l U3z | Lrer| Uaroy reaz
31t December, 1920 1,805 1,586 1,652 1,405 1,047 1,640 1,637
J08h June, 1921 1,784 1,700 1,835 1,005 2,022 1,721 1,701
$1at December, 1921 . 1,803 1,761 1,840 1,64l 2,074 1,740 I, 70}
3lst March, 1922 1,730 ( L,762 | L7IZ] 1,030 2072 | L9 1,771
30 Tune, 1028 ) Lr7a | 1meo | nrrel| 1630 | 2078 | uras | L7
J0th September, 1922 1,773 1,758 1,771 1,830 2,073 1,749 1,764
305t December, 1922 . L s | 1Ger | LrIU 10630 [ 20h | 1761 | 10763

* Waiglited Averige

5. Adult Female Weekly Wages—Each Industrial Group, 1914-22.—
The following table gives particulars of the weighted average weckly
rate of wage payable to adult female workers at the 30th June, and
3ist Deceruber, 1914, and at the periods specified for the years 1918 to
1622, in the industrial groups in which they are mainly employed, and
in all groups combined. Taking the average wage for all groups at the
30th April, 1914, as base (=1000}, index-numbers are given, computed
on tho average rate of wage ruling at the end of each period indicated.




RATE: oF Wagz a¥D HoOURS oF LaBOTR

ot

Wages—Adult Females-—Weighted Average Nominal Weekiy Rate payable for a
Full Week’s Work, and Wage Index-numbers in each Indusirial Group, 80th

June, 1914, (o

31st December, 1922,

Nork.—Index-numbers for each Industrial Group and all Industrial Groups, hased
onthe Average Wage for all groups at 30th April, 1914 (275, 2d), es base

{=: 1000). The index-numbera in this table are comparable throughout
INBUSTRIAL GROGT
= . [ ‘_'.; -~
5 B, o B . 'y .
- =B o _—
e =] o gé | QEE g% gd %
=] = R = 2o =
s B Tl I B
= . J§ o= Se e =
s BT | 2=, =R put =
fas) H - W e
RATUES OF WAGH.
B d 5 Al s dtfs oL oa | oE
30th June, 1014 . 22 6124 0|28 11|81 t[3 2| o2
Jlat December, 1914 238 5924 11|27 O30 2|31 4|27 &
30th Jome, 1918 27 8120 11|30 10|33 6|31 5|30 0¥
35t December, 1018 20 3|30 9132 0|34 1|8 1|81 B
30th June, 1919 31 0 (3 98 5034 o388 H]32 o
3061 Junc, 0d0. $ 105 1|5 o|d 3% 3% w
v ] 4
315t December, 1920 41 10143 5144 0|46 3|46 2|44 ©
#0th Jone, 1021 43 0 47 7 (46 10[ 47 10 (48 5| 4T T
318t December, 1921 43 9|48 T |48 0|48 6|50 048 B
31at March, 1922 . 43 10|48 147 9|48 2|40 2|48 2
30th June, 1022 . 43 10 | 48 1|47 5748 1140 2|48 1
30th Beptember, 1922 43 b |48 O |47 G| 47 10| 4D 2[48 0
$lat Docember, 1022 43 3147 10|47 4|48 3 |"48 | 47 11
IADEX-NUMBELS.
Jth Jane, 1914 828 411 091 1,044 1,110 1X00
_Slat. December, 1914 362 w7 004 1,110 1,153 1,008
J0th June, 1048 1,018 1,100 1,136 1,233 1,150 1,137
Jst December, 1918 1,078 i,131 1,178 1,255 1,18% 1,168
30th June, 1919 1,142 | 1,169 1,230 1,279 1,229 1,204
31sk December, 1919 1,277 1,373 1,353 1,403 1,332 1,365
30th June, 1920 1,354 1,449 1,508 1,537 1,460 1,487
31t Decembor, 1020 1,538 1 LHOT 501y 1,71 1,700 1,637
30th June, 1921 1,68¢ | 1,752 1,725 1,761 1,783 | 1,751
315t December, 1021 1,009 | 1,780 L7866 | 1,787 1 1,841 ] 1,700
gt Mareh, 19?2 Le1h - 1,770 1,757 1,772 1,810 1,771
30th June, 1922 Lare o 1,770 1,746 1,770 1,810 LT
30th Septeinber, 1922 [T 1,767 1,748 1,760 1,210 1,746
Ftat Decomhber, 1922 o b 1,782 1,741 1,777 1L,og 1 LTES

* S¢e Tootnots §

to table on page 72,

t Welghted Average,
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The greatest increase in the weekly rate of wage has occurred in
Group IV, (Clothing, Boots, etc.), 93.4 per cent., followed in the order
named by Gronps III. (Food, Drink, ete.), 92.4 per cent. ; I, I, V. and
V1, {All Other Manufacturing), 75.7 per cent. ; XIV. (Miscellaneous),
61.6 per cent., and XIII. (Domestic, Hotels, cte.), 55.3 per cent,  The
weighted average weekly rate of wage for all groups was 76.3 per cent,
higher at the end of 1922 than at the 30th June, 1914, '

The average wage for females in each industeial growp suffered
reduction during the year 1922, the largest decrcase being 2.6 per céent. in®
Group XI1V., followed in the order named by Groups IV, 1.5 per cent.,
I, 11, V. and VL, 1.4 per cent., TIL., L0 per cent., and XTI, 0.6 percent.
The weighted average for all groups deereased by 1.5 per cent,

.6. Hours of Labour and Hourly Rates of Wage, 315t December, 1922,
—The rates of wage referred to in the preceding paragraphs of this
Chapter rolate to the minimum rates payable for a full week’s work.
It should be observed, however, that the number of hours which con-
stitutes a full week’'s work differs in many instances, not only as between
various trades and occupations in each State, but also as between the
same trades and eccupations in the several -States, [n order to scoure
what may he for some purposes a more adequate standard of comparison,
the results given in the preceding paragraphs are hercin reduced to a
common basis, viz., the rate of wage per hour, classificd according to
industrial groups in cach State and all States. In Appendixes IV.and V.
of this Report, particutars in detail regarding the number of hours worked
per weck in the various industries in the several States are shown, It
will there be seen that the specified number of hours of labour per weck
covers a very wide range. In the following tables the average number of
hours per woek for each State, according to industrial groups, is given.

The tables on pages 77 and 78 show («) the average weekly wage,
(b) the average number of working hours per week for a full week’s work,
and {¢) the average hourly wage for adult male and female workers in each
State and industrial group except Groups XI. (Shipping, etc.), and X11.
(Pastoral, Agricultural, etc.). Owing to the fact that many of the
occupations ncluded in these two groups are of a casual or seasonal
natire, and that the hours of labour arc not generally regulated either
by awards or determinations of industrial tribunals or otherwise, the
nccessary particulars for the computation of average working time and
hourly rates of wage are not available,

The general effect of reducing the weighted average rates of wage to a
common basis (i.e., per hour) is to eliminate on comparison any apparent
difference between the several States which may be due to unequal
working time.

(i.) The following table gives particulars in regard to the weighted
average nominal weekly and hourly rates of wage payable to adult male
workers and weekly hours of labour at the 31st December, 1922 :—
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Woeekiy and Hourly Ratezof Wage—Aduli Males—Weighted Average Rates of Wage
Payable, and Weokly Hours of Labour, 35t Decomber, 1822,

Tndusteia] droups, [ Particolara.* 'N aw ] Vie [Q1d | 83A. | WA | Tes | Aust,
Weekly W. 05/~ | D63 | 96/0 | 0n/1Y| 9577 | 92/ | 95/a
1. Wood, Furniture, etc, Working Eours +4 53 [46.23 |44 11 | 45 04 [ 47.87 | 45.50 [ 45,64
Hourly Wage /Y 21 2724 204 24— 2/04 271
H Weakly Wage 0371 | 0576 | 9475 [ OLSG | 9379 | 04/8 [ 03/10
11. Duglneering, Metal { Worklng Hours | 47 14 | 4800 | 44,00 | 4800 | 45 65 | 47.23 | 4605
+ e Hourly Wage LAY 17118 271§ [ 17103 2/0§ 2/~ 2/=
: Weekly Wage Q175 | 0270 | 92710 90,/2 | 00/0 ) BO/— 1 41/1D
1[I, Foad, Dtlnk, etc. Worklng Houte | 40.55% | 47.14 | 45.43 [ 46.41 [ 47.21 | 47.94 | 46,57
. Hourly Woge LA114) LAY 8704 17114 L/ | 17104 1/113
Weekly Wage BO/Y | OL/6 | 9370 | 9350 | 9675 | BY/1| 0171
1V, Clothing, Boota, sic, Working Howrs | 1400 | 45.85 { 44 00 | 44.00 | +4.36 [ 46 29 | 44.33
Hourly Wage 08z~ 2/LY 27130 2/2 | /104 2/0%
Weekly Wage |102/1 |104/7 1 0972 | 90/4 unﬂu 98/8 |WOZ/Q
V., Books, Printing, otc, { Work]r’:g Hours { 44.5¢4 44,,!;0 3400 -17‘{53 43 46.00 4_42
Hourly Wage 274l 274 272 | 21 "/Gi 2/ 2731
' Weekly Wage | 02/9 | 0173 | 81/~ | 80/0 | 98/8 | 014 | 91/11
¥I. Other Manufacturlng Working Honrs | 46,48 | 47,50 | 45,18 [ 48300 | 47,060 | 47 06 | 46 06
. Hourly Wage 2/= 1 1/00 ] 2704 110§ 17103 t/1E | 17113
. Weakly Wage |L01/8 |100/5 |104/5 | 9376 | vo/6 | 671110075
VII, Building Working Hours | 44,50 | 48.47 | 44.00 | 44 00 | 45.42 | 44,15 | 44.15
. Hoarly Wage 273} 2/33 2744 B/ 2724 2/8H 2/3F
Weekly Wage 104/2 (10174 [11L/5 | TL/5 |108/2 | D2/0 |103/8
VIH, Miplogt { Working Hours | 13.83 44.64 4309 | 43.70 | 43.87 | 45.42 | 4441
Hourly Wage 274 273 207 /74 2/5E] 2704 274}
Weeldy Wage Ot/ | /8 9840 | 006 | O5/F | D2/- [ 0854
IX. Rall & Tram Servicea Working Hours | 40 42 | 47 4D | 47 80 | 48,50 | 48.15 | 45.00 | 47,38
Hourly Wage L/114  2/- 2503 17104 1/11Y 1/11 | 1/11%
*| Weekly Wage 8871 | 88/2 | 86/~ | DO/~ | 03/= | V20 | 88/5
X. Other Land Traosport Worklog Houars | 48,14 | 48,50 | 48.33 | 48,00 [ 48 00 | 48 00 | 48,26
Hourly Wage | 4/10 | 1,93 | 1794 17104 1/114 17114 1/10
Fa
Weskly Wage § | 08/0 |L01/0 | 99/2 {101/5 | 99/56 [100/5 | 00/9
XTI, Shipping, ete. ‘e { ‘Workiang Hours o . . . N .. ..
. Hourly Wage . .
. Weekly Wagel§ | 84/5 | 80/3 | 88/7 | 80/4 | 84/6 | 86/- | B3/11
XI1I, Pa::eoral. Agrienlturs), { Workigg Hog:rs : ? - i o i ' L
. Hourly Wage '
. Weekly Waget | 93/7 | B1/6 | 82/- | 84/3 | Ba/8 | 66/4 | 8274
X0T. HDomestic, Hotels, ste, Working Houts |45 00 | 48,48 | 45.00 | 43,00 | 4800 | 54.00 | 48 30
Hourly Wage /9| 1784 1/8% 1/9| 1/9| 1/24 1/8%
Weelly Wage 88/2 | 0048 | 80/0 | 86/0 | B8/- | B4/- | /8
X1V, Miecellapeous Working Hours [ 48.85 | 47,07 | 46.60 | 47.78 | 406,08 [ 47.65 | 47.20
Hourly Wage 17104 2/103 1/11 1/94 1/10 1794 17104
Al Groups Weekly Wage | 01/6 | 0174 | 93/10| 8778 | 98/0 | 88/5 | o1/6
Weekly Wage 03/- | 9375 | 05/6 | BE/3 | 0574 1 8R/11) /L
All Gmups exeeptlng AI Workingwﬂours 40,05 | 46.09 | 45.51 | 47, 46,41 | 46 03 | 46.38
d XII . Houtly 2/04 | 12131 271 | 1/108 2/04 | 1/10F 2/-

* Tariiculsrs relais {o the Welghted Average weskly wage, working hours and houtly wage,
respecilvely, T Avarage ratss of wage and hours prevalllng at the principal mining centres in each

Stats,

1 Average rates of wage are for ocoupations other than Maaters, Officere, and

Engineers in the Merchant Marine Service, and Include value of victualling and accommodation,

wivere provided, at 81/11 per month.

§ See footnotea to table on page 72,
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(ii.) The following table gives particulars in regard to the weighted
average noviinal weekly and hourly rates of wage payable to adult
female workers and weekly hours of labour at the 31st December, 1922:—

Weekly and Hourly Rates of Wage—Adult Females—Weighted Avetage Rates of
Whage payable, and Weekly Houra of Labour 31st Deocember, 1922,

= | = .
I I a s | 83| £ £
Ll 28 € 3 8s S| £ &
Tadustrial Groups, Particulars, ‘:; 2 g Eg 2 g £ 2
1 Pl o
2 - g 4%z | & <

Weekly Wage | 42/7 [ 44/0 | 41/11] 39/9 | 35/- | 44

e

5 | 43/3
Working_Hours | 46.30 { 48.00 | 46.17 { 48.00 | 44.00 | 48.00 { 47.14
Hourly Wage =13 /1 =1y =/ =04 =11 -1

{IL. Food, Drink, ste. {
Wesltly Wage A0/— | 47/ | 47/8 | 47711) 5179 | 45/8 | 4710
IV. Clothing, Boots, ste, Wotking Hours | ¢4.14 | 45.20 | 44.00 { 42.00 | ¢4.00 1 45.11 | 44.64

Hourly Wage /14 1704 171 1/1 1/2 1/~ 1/0%

Wookly Wage 4577 [ 49/3 | 14/7 | 45/9 .. $5/- | 4774
L IL V. &VL All othorllanu- Working Hours | 45,74 | 47.17 | 44,07 | 47,60 .. | 48,00 440
Hourly Wags 1/~ 1/041 1704 /134 .. =11 1704
Weekly Waget | 45/5 | 48/1 | 46/8 | 4571 | 6i/e .)3!]1 AB/3
X1II. Domestle, Hotels, stc. Working Hours | 47.08 | 47.09 | 47.33 | 48.00 | 48.00 | 54.00 | 47.64
Hourly Wage =y 1/~ | =/11Y -/113| 134 Lf-| LM

Weokly W 48/7 1 50711 53/- | 36/6 . .. 48/9
XIV. Shep Assistants, Wornine Haurs | o7h | 4050 o0 | saae] = | o [dok
% Hourly Wage /08 1714 LAY /94 .. . i/

Waekly Wage 4778 | 48/= | 4872 | 44/- | 58/4 | 47,7 47,(”
AN Groups . { Working Hours | 45.33 | 48.14 | 46,60 | 45,10 | 45.97 | 47.8G | ¢4.
Hourly Wage vy 1/m voy /1y /2R 1/- Uoi

* Tie particolars relata to the Weighted Average weekly rites of wage, working hours and
houtly wage, respectively. t B3ea tontnote T to table on page 72.

7. Hours of Labour and Hourly Rates of Wage, 1914 io
1922.—Particulars are given in the following table, classified according
to States for male and female occupations separately at 30th April,
1914, and at the ond of December, 1914 to 1922 relating
to (a) the weighted average weekly wage, {b) the weighted aver-
age number of working hours constituting a full week’s work, and (c)
the weighted average hourly wage. It shouid be observed that the
weighted average woekly wage relates to all industrial classes combined,
and includes the value of board and lodging where supplied in land
occupations and the value of victualling in marine occupations,* whereas
the number of working hours and the hourly wage relate to all industrial
classes other than Groups XI. (Shipping), and XII. (Agricultursi,
Pastoral, ste.). Owing to the fact that many of the occupations included
in these two groups are of a casual or seasonal nature, and that the hours
of labour in these occupations are not generally regulated either by
awards or determinations of industrial tribunals or otherwise, the
necessary data for the computation of the average number of working
hours are not available.

* 3ae footnotes to table on page 77
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Weekly and Hourly Rates of Wage—Adult Workers—Weighted Average Rates of
Wage payable and Weekly Hours of Labour, 80th April, 1914, and at the ¢nd
of the years 1914 to 1022,

Date. I Particalars. N.S.W.l Vie. l land. | 3.4, 1 WA, \ Tae. | Aust.
T MALE WORKERS,
g, do, s doyv s doyve d) s &5 doy o8 &
P Weekly Wage* .. | 65 © 54 3 52 B b4 4 62 2 52 6 55 1
s0eh April, { Workmg HoursY | 49.42 © 43,80 | 48.78 | 48,60 | 47,78 | 48,82 | 45.93
Hourly Waget .. 1;2d v 171 1;1& /1 1/43 Uld 112,3
¢ d |5 d | d |8 4 | & 4 |k 4 )2 8
41at Dec Weekly Wage* .. [ 68 2 84 7 53 5 5d 6 42 10 52 8 66 7
AL ttec.. 1 Working Hourst 40.35 | 48,686 | 48,64 | 48.50 | 48.18 48.02 | 48.87
Homrly Waget .. 172 1/13 1/1 1/13 Ud‘li' 1/1 1/2
s, d. | & d. | & d. | & d. A N T A A
a1st Dec., | [ Weekly Wage* .. (57 7 |65 3 154 4 |64 8 163 4 |53 2 |56 8
Tt Working Hourst 49.28 48.60 43.56 48.50 43,12 48.66 48,77
Hourly Waget .. U‘Zdl lfq-:i 1/% 1/2d l/%i lfbi s1/2‘5
. e. d e d {5 4 |8 d {2 d |5 4 .
a1et ec., | [ Weekly Wager .. {6110 |38 10 |60 ¢ |59 6 ;63 % |57 0 |60 B
s |4 Working Hourst ™ | 4851 | 4822 | 43.37 | 4814 | 4811 | 4835 | 4833
Hourly Waget .. 1/:? 1/?& I/%{- 1/3‘i 1/1&- 1/23 cl/i&
s d (& d |& d o 4 {2 3 i L
. { Weokly Wage* .. 164 5 |43 € 85 3 a3 1 68 11 50 7 e 2
s1at Dec,, Workin%vﬂomst | 841 | asr4 | azao | 47e2 | 4810 [ 4848 | 4820
Hourly Waget . 1/3! 1/; lfsd 1/4& l/t‘i} 1/3 1/4}
5. . & . kN - £ . LN . &, . . .
318t Dec. Weokly Wage* .. {6511 |65 & (09 6 |65 6 |70 4 |61 2 |68 &
T are. Working Hoarst .. | 48,18 47.93 46.90 47.77 47.69 48.39 17.88
Hourly Waget .. 1/1’! l/tl.! l{f 1/4‘} l)"‘ﬁ 1/3} 1{15
s d | . e. & e d js d |
315t Dec, | Weskly Wage* .. 176 9 |72 6 |78 % [m 6 77 8 [60 0 |72 11
1 ’ Working Howrst 47,77 47.56 4619 47.bs 47.60 47 B8O 47.41
tlourly Waget .. 1,’1‘} 1/6 1/od 1!5*‘ l/?} lf5é 11’75
-, . #. . . &, . A, . 8. . 8. '
318t Dec,, |F Woekly Wage* .. (04 0 186 1 |DL & (82 8 |8 o |8 & [80 10
1920, Working Hourat 47,51 47.19 45,63 47.20 468,53 47.33 4707
Honrly Waget . 2/—d 1/13_ 2/04 Uﬂj 1/1‘}{ 1/13 l/lé
e d e : 2 A A .| e
st Dec., || YWoekly Wage* .. 10510 |93 7 (08 § [80 & [95 ¢ |91 & {01
1907 Working Hounrst 45.66 46.95 45,62 47.07 46,24 46,84 4.22
Hourly Waget .. 2/].‘5 2/{3 2/2d. 1/13! 2/]}1 1/1&} 2/0‘i
g, e 4 |2 e d ls d e d |
ish D, | [ Weekly Woge* .. 191 0 |01 ¢ |lo310 187 & fo3 9 188 5 (61 6
1022 " [ Working Hourst 46,05 46,98 45.61 47.00 46,41 40.93 40.33
=S 1 Hourly Waget .. 2:04 1/11% ! 2/13 1/108 | 2/08 1/104 | 2/
FEMALE WORKERS.
¢, o | & d, (& G | & @ | & 2., 8 4 & @
30th Apnl, | [ Weekly Wage .. 28 o |27 4 2611 |24 1 (87 4 12810 |27 2
1974, Working Hours .. | 40,34 48,54 49,32 40,83 45.89 50.76 49.08
M Hourly Wage . -/s‘i -/6 —/05 ‘-/ ’-/9$ -/Gd —/6&
I . . . ' . L) . £,
315t Dec.. |[ Weekly Woge . (2630 {97 0 ;27 1 [24 1 87 4 [2510 |27 8
1oi5" |4 Working Hours .. | 40.84 | 43,54 | 49.82 | 4933 | 40.44 | 50,76 | 40,1}
’ Hourly Wage .. ‘-;'6 -/63 ;m‘s s—/oj 8—/96 ‘-/6 ’ ;/ﬁ
. . K. " . . . . . " . 0 - -
g1st Dec., | [ Weekly Woge .. (27 5 ‘2811 |26 1L |24 & |97 5 (28 ¢ {27 4
- Working Hours .. | 49.45 48,48 49.84 49.35 49,86 50,14 40.12
Hourly Wage .. 3-103 a-—/ﬂé 8-/85 s-lsd ‘—/{Dd 8—/65 ;/eij
215t Dec., |[ Meekly Wage .. 128 7 128 5 |27 3 | 2410 [3810 |28 § |28 5
1910 * Workin Hours Lo 49,44 43,36 49.85 49.03 49,08 49 83 49,03
. Hourly .. =/t -7 —/6& =/8 —/9‘; -t -/7
g, 4. 18 d 1o d 1 4 1e A ] N )
418t Dec, | Weekly Wage . |80 & Iso 4 |80 5 127 9 280 |28 5 130 &
Mg [{ Workiog Hours ., | 4808 4832 | 4899 | 4873 | 4878 | 4083 | 4871
. Hourly Wage - -/73 -/'?g —f?é 8-/65 8—/95 s—{ﬁé s—/?
h; e d (a4 e A e d s d | d
Saot Dec., | [ Weekly Wage .. |3L20 |51 5 [3210 |20 5 3810 |28 9 |31 ¢
"t Working Hours . [ 4835 48.32 48.37 48,78 48.78 40.83 48.42
Honrly Wage .. —/3 -)‘?l 8-}8} s-l?é 8—)‘93 '-/7d ’-/71
I £ 5 . 5 . - . [ . 5
alsiDoc, [fWeskly Wage .. 140 0 (34 & 138 4 |33 8 |4 7 (38 o [37 1
* gorlriiiugwﬂoura . 4'?)?3 4?/.23 46’;36 47:%7 48/.}% 49/-38 4?!;%1
ol e .. - - - - - - -
i a. d. e, 3 8. fi 8, (; e d |3 d | 3
3ist Do, | [ Weokly Wage .. 146 00143 1 |4a 1l |40 7\ S2AL 1100 ) 4L e
. Working Houra .. | 40.83 48.23 46.09 46,51 46.20 47,88 46,47
LHourly Wage .. | ~/112 /11} ‘ =g | =710y | 1713 | -/10k | /1t
g5 . d. s d |s & Js d fe do s d
315t Dec Weekly Wage .. | 49 O 41-7 10 50 3 45 2 W 4 47 6 48 8
i Working Hours . | 45.00 | 46.04 ' 4580 46.10 45.97 47.86 45.69
Howrly Woage .. lﬂti 1 1/03 l/li —/11} s1,/23 s1/'--|i 81/03
8. S} A . " . .
a1sh Dec. Weekly Wage .. | 47 48 0 48 2 44 0 50 4 47 7 47 11
1092, Working Hours . 45, 33 40.14 | 45.00 46,10 45,97 47.86 45,82
- Howely Wage . | i/06 | t/ok o 1-08 | -rmig! 3723 1 ap 1/0%

* Welghted average weekly wage In all industrlal groups combined.

+ Welghted average norking hours per week, and computed hourly rates of wage for all fuduatrial
groups excepiing Groups X1, {Ship: J)lm;, et and XIJ. (Agricultursi, Pastorsl, ete.), Working houts
Iaave no;{ ]heendgenerally reguiated by Industrial tribuaale for occtpations classified in Industrlal

roupe X1.an 1.
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There was a diminution in each of the States, during the period 1914
to 1921, in the number of working hours constituting a full week’s work
for male and female occupations, but during 1922 certain increases in
howrs of labour were recorded, principally in New South Wales. The
effect of these changes on the hourly rate of wage as compared with the
general increase in the weekly wage is readily scen from the comparative
mdex-numbers given in the following table. In each instance (male and
female ocoupations separately) the basis taken is the weighted average for
Australia at the 30th April, 1814 (=1000).

Index~-numhbars for Weekly and Hourly Weighted Average Wages, 30th April, 1914,
and 3igt December, 1914 to 1922,

Nore.—Waeighted Average for Australin at J0th April, 1914, as base (= 1000).

Date, Partlculars, ‘ N.S.W.l Vie. [ Qland.| S.A. W.A. [ Tas. Auat,
I

MALE WOREERS.
S0th Aprl), | [ Weelly Wage .. | 1,011 084 055 986 1,128 052 1,900
1914. Hourly Wage .. 098 080 283 991 1,170 933 1,000
31st Lec., Weekly Wage .. | 1,019 90 089 088 1,140 | . 958 1,008
1914, Hourly Wage .. | 1,010 090 645 ] 1,173 36 1,000
313t Dec,, | Weekiy Wage .. | 1044 | 1,002 084 003 | 1,140 966 | 1,023
1915, Houtly Wage .. | 1,039 1,008 1,008 1,001 1,182 046 1,030
31st Dec., | [ Weekly Wage .. | L123 1,067 1,005 1,071 1,182 1,034 1,100
1916. Hourly Wage . 1327 | 1,07¢ | 1,097 | 1,078 | 1,206 | 1,011 1,104
31st Dec., Weekly Wage .. | 1,188 1,143 1,183 1,144 1,260 1,081 1,184
1917 Hourly Wage ., | 1,162 1,138 1,209 1,145 1,252 1,079 1,184
818t Dac. Weekly Wage .. | r1108 | 1,180 | 1,26% ( 1,188 | 1,276 | L,110 | 1,206
1018, Hourly Wage .. | 1,198 1,192 1,207 1,178 1,282 1,120 1,210
313t Dec., Weokly Wage .. ( 1,303 1,506 1,420 1,477 1,409 1,261 1,369
19190, Hourly Wage .. | 1,405 1,322 1,612 1,262 1,408 1,250 1,378
818t Dec,, | Weelly Wage ., | 1,708 | L36L | 1,850 | 1,800 | 1,828 | 1,556 | 1620
. | | Hourly Woge .1 1,785 1,670 1,754 i 1,492 1,480 1,567 1,064
318t Dec,, Weekly Wage .| 1,738 1,697 1,753 1,623 1,724 R 1,716
1921, Hourly Wage .. | 1,817 1,741 1,305 1,837 1,700 1,676 1,770
3st Dee., Weekly Wageo .1 L660 1,057 1,702 1,588 1,701 1,005 [, 060
1922, Hourly Wage . 1,735 1,700 1,803 1,621 1,766 1628 1,720

FEMALE WOREERS
30th Aprld, | [ Weskly Wage .. 984 1,008 088 8as 1,373 950 1,900
1914, Hourly Wage .. 980 | 1,021 - 978 BSL | 1,380 020 | Lo0D
315t Dec., Weekly Waga .. par 1,022 908 886 1,373 50 1,008
14, Hourly Wage . 983 1,036 083 B8l 1,364 920 1,000
315t De., Weokly Wage .. | 1007 990 900 201 1,376 1,081 1,006
1915, Hougty Wage .. | 1,002 1,006 076 808 1,36% 1,011 1,000
3let Dec, |{ Weekly Wage .. | 1,050 | 1,047 1,004 815 | 1,429 1,041 1,047
1816, Hourly Wage .| 1044 1,083 941 014 1,481 1,027 1,448
81st Dec,, Weclily Wage .. | 1,112 1,118 1,120 1,020 1,430 1,046 1,121
1917, Hourly Wage .. | 1,122 1,154 1,122 1,027 1,440 1,020 1,180
S1st Dec,, Weokly Wage .. | 1,178 1,151 1,208- | 1,084 1,430 1,059 1,168
1918, Hourly Wage .. | 1,181 1,169 1,226 1,002 1,428 1,044 L, 1B5
31at Dec,, Weskly Wage .. | 1474 1,248 1,412 1,225 1,605 1,216 1,806
1919 Hourly Wage .. | 1,628 1,307 1,483 1,262 1,639 1211 1,410
3ot Dec , Weeitly Wage .. [ 1,695 1,586 1,662 1,495 1,847 1,540 1,837
. Houwrly Wage .. | 1,777 1,685 1,781 L,G678 2,069 . 1,730
8let hec,, Weekly Woge .. ] 1,208 1,761 1540 1,661 2,074 17a6 1,790
1921, Hourly Wage . ] 1,965 1,878 1,880 ' 1,770 2,215 1,704 1,023
3lat Dee., | { Weekly Woge .. | 1,754 1,767 LI 1,620 2,075 1,761 L7
1928, Hourly Wage .| 1,896 1,881 REIT) 1,720 2,216 1,797 L.BRG

8. Weighted Average Nominal Hours of Labour.—The following
table shows the weighted average nominal hours of labour {exclusive of
overtime} in a full working week for male workers in each State and
Augtralia at the 30th April, 1914, and at 31st December, 1914 to
1922. There are shown also index-numbers for each State based on the
average weekly hours at the end of each of the periods specified, computed
with the weighted average houra of labour for all States at the 30th April,
1914, as base (=1000). -
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Weighted Average Nominal Hours of Labour (exclusive of Overtims) Worked by
Aduli Male Workers during 3 Full Working . Week and Hours Index-
Numbers, 30tk April, 1914, and 31st December, 1914 to 1922,

Nore,—Index-Numbers based on the Average Hours of Labour for Australia at
the 30th April, 1914 (48.93) as base (=1000). The index-numbers in
this table are comparable throughout.

Particulars, N.8W. ¥ie, ] Qland, | 8.4, W.A. TFas. Aust,

10th | ( Weighted average
A%rlil, weekly hours of Inbour®| 49.42 48,80 43.78 48,60 47,78 48,02 48.93
1914 ‘e

Indlex-nembers 1,010 997 997 993 076 04 1000

Dec,, ‘4 weckly hours of
1014, 1 Index-numbers ] 1,009 004 094 993

Jlst Weighted avarage
Dee,, weekly hours of labour® 4028 48.50 48.36 48,50 48.12 48 50 48.77
1915, | Index-numbers . 1,007 001 2 091 Da3 992 907

40.35 48.06 45,64 48.5¢ 43{53}8 48.62 423,87

slst | {Weighted average
ur
5 004 90

318t | [ Weighted nverage
Dec , weekly hours of Iabour*; 48.51 48.22 48.27 48 14 4311 48,55 43,33
1916, ; | Index-numbers ‘. 001 o35 937 984 082 992 988
dlat ll Weighted average
Des,, weokly hours of labour*)] 48.41 48.14 47.10 47.82 48,10 48.48 48,10
1917. i | Index-numberg . 038 084 984 a77 083 001 938
Jist Weighted average
Tee,, weakly hours of Inbour*] 48.10 47,08 44.00 47,77 47.60 42,39 47.88
1918, Inidex-numbers . 984 31 950 076 475 459 a7e
st Weighted average
Dee., §< waekly hours of labour®| 47,77 47,90 46,10 47.58 47,60 47.89 47.41
1919, indes-numbets . 076 968 944 972 3 970 i)

31st Weightad nverage
Dec,, |4 weekly houra of labour®| 47.51 47.19 15.63 47,20 40,53 47.33 47.07
1026, | | Index- umbera . 971 064 933 fil ] 951 967 962

Hlet Welghted avera%e
Dac., weekly hours of labourt; 45.66 44,95 4552 47.07 406.24 46.84 46.22
1921, 933 960 930 9452 45 iy 045
F1st {Woekly Average

Doe., weekly hoursat?E Isbour*| 40.05 40,09 45 51 47.00 46,41 46.03 46,38
1022, . 041l 940 031} 961 048 959 048

Index-numbera

Tndex-numbers

* Weighted avetage working houes per week for all industrial groups excepting Groups XI,
(Shipping), and XI[. (Agricaltural, Pastoral, &e), In which working hours have not been
generally regulated by Indostrlal tribonals.

There was a considerable diminution in each State during the period
1914 to 1921 in the number of working hours constituting a full week’s
work for male occupations, while during 1922 in certain States, but princip
ally in New South Wales, hours of labour were increased. The weighted
average weekly hours index-number for Australis at the 31st December,
1922, was 948, as compared with 1000 at 30th April, 1914, & reduction of
522 per cont. The lowest weighted average nominal weekly hours index-
number at the 3lst December, 1922, was that for Queensland (930),
followed in the order named by New South Wales (941), Western Aus-
tralia (948), Tasmania (959), Victoria (960), and South Australia, (961).
During the period under review the percentage reduction in hours was
greatest in New South Wales (6.8), followed by Queensland (6.7), Victoria
{3.7), Tasmania (3.5), South Australia (3.2), and Western Australia (2.9).
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9. Average Nominal Weekly Wage—Each State, 1881 to 1922..-
The following table shows the average weekly rate of wage payable tu
adult male workers in each State fromY1891 to 1922. The wages given
in this table are relatively identical with the index-numbers shown in the
table on p. 83.

Average Nominal Rates of Wage Payable to Adult Male Workera for the years
gpecified from 1891 to 1822,

e ]
Particulurs. |1691,[1696. 3901,/ 7911 1012 1914|1015, iv16. 19071918 1910, 10201021, | 1982,
s.d.je d e d| e d]|e dle d.l sd|le dla als, d| s dle d o dl e d

N. 5 Wales |44 1|42 1|45 11|58 &[54 858’ o'57° 7lol 1164 4[es 11|76° Gipd oles 1001 6
Victoria 16 638 of<0 o5o els3 24 756 s[s8 1063 gles o2 0|86 o3 701 4
Queenstand. .46 6l4¢ 8l46 251 151 ofs3 s'sa glao 465 sleo el78 oL ejes s03 10
£ Anstralia |41 741 842 051 11[s3 0ls4 slea 8l50 063 1los &f70 sls2 elas 687 o
W, Australin |62 4[58 7)58 11[50 0f6) ols2 10'63 )66 268 11[70 4|77 8lao olps 003 ¢
Tasmanis ..138 6135 6[36 10J41 0[47 10/62 8l53 887 080 7lo1 260 O)S5 GOl 888 6
Australia..|43 641 10|43 5|51 58 10|55 7|50 elao 881 2les 5|74 11'39 10‘94 891 o

The average weekly rate in 1922 was highest in Queensland, followed
in the order named by Western Australia, New South Wales, Victoria,
Tasmania and South Australia. In each of the States of New South
Wales, Victoria and Queensland, the rates show an increase in each of the
years specified except in 1896 and in 1922. In South Australia there was
an increase in each of the years specified, except 1922, while in Western
Australia the average rates remained eonstant in 1906, and 1907, with
increases in each vear other than 1922. In Tasmania there was a decreasc
in 1896, in 1907, and in 1922, and substantial increases in 1912 and 1913,
During the period 1911 to end of the year 1922, the average weekly rate
of wage in Néw South Wales increased 78 per cent., in Vietoria 81
per cent., in Queensland 84 per cent., in South Australia 69 per cent., in
Waestern Australia 59 per cent., in Tasmania 116 per cent., and the
weighted average weekly rate for Australia increased from 51s. 3d. to
91s. 6d , an increase of 78.5 per cent.

10. Average Nominal Weekly Wage—Each Industrial Group,
1891 to 1922.—The following table shows for each of the years indicated
the average weekly wages payable in each of the fourteen industrial
groups. The wages are relalively identical with the index-numbers
shown in the table on page 84.

"‘Average Nominal Rates of Wage Payable to Adult Male Workers in sach
Indugtrial Group ior the yvears specified irom 1891 to 1922,

Particulnrs, |1891. 1896.] 1001. 1911.|1912‘ 1914.|1915. 1916,/ 1917, 1913.] mo.! 1020|1021, ] 1022,
g.d,je d. |4 o.d |1 8. |e d. |0 d|s & |5 d.le. d o 48, d.js a2 d.

Group 1. [62 548 252 367 al58 7|59 6Gle0 263 1086 Oles 11|76 095 1jod 206 4
W Ii. |47 8l47 748 554 6ls6 7l57 olso zlez “1les oOl8s “sjzr elsz sjos 263 10
w 1H. (88 287 11l44 760 g5z 2056 857 o6l 2063 7lse olzp efro slos 10/01 10
w IV, {36 8[36 ofs6 350 sls0 Bjs3 063 256 758 7(81 s/73 blss Bles slel 1
o v.” 63 slso 1fs1 ofss 11l6o 11(85 10(64 eles 1|70 el7e 1ls0 ofeo ef10s 7hoz @
. . |46 4l4a Bl48 661 1158 il6 ols7 5(81 863 10(88 1175 4lss 13[95 €Ol 11
o VI, |50 el47 883 1062 (63 10|66 5(65 10/68 872 574 876 895 7102 5IG0 b
W VI 58 1153 1054 sle1 262 465 2les 7[72 o738 4f7s elss 4|03 10]106 4103 &
» IX.7 |50 1051 ofs2 )57 030 759 sleo 10063 4l65 11/68 11178 oS 1|67 boE 4
w X, |30 e[se olso ol4e 750 10152 s8le3 4l57 10l6z ole3 slrs 48T sleo 2es s
w X1 (38 234 838 6lag 7{48 3[a0 1wls2 750 161 c2les 5|77 /88 Ol101 9Y
» X1 3¢ 10138 632 143 0448 4149 6la0 B85 061 1|63 1[G 8(87 189 11
w o XMI |32 10130 6)30 845 5(a5 10/47 11148 711 053 11{56 7|es 7|n0 elsa 2082 4
» XIV. |89 738 7|38 10147 752 054 054 7[68 30 ols3 371 3fee 11le1 188 8
ALL GBOUPS 43 541 10[43 5[51 a{us 10:55 7|5a sla0 sl’sa 2s8 5|74 11]89 mim o|m W

»
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It may be seen that in 1922 the weekly rate of wage was highest in
Group VIII. (Mining), 103s. 8d., while the lowest average weekly rate
was in Group XIII. (Domestic, Hotels, ete.), where the rate was 82s. 4d.
The average weekly rate for all groups together increased in all the years
since 1891, except in 1896 and 1922, The rate in 1901 was the same as
in 1891, (43.5d.}), but in 1919 had increased to 74s. lld., in 1920 to
891, 10d., in 1921 to 04s. 6d., while in 1922 it fell to 91s. 6d.

11. Nominal Wage Index-Numbers—Each State, 1901 to
1922.—The following table shows, by means of index-numbers, the
variations in wages for all industries in each State, the weighted average
wage for Australia in 1911 being taken as base (= 1000).
These results are based generally upon rates of wage prevailing in the
capital cities of each State, but in certain industries, such as mining,
agriculture, etc., rates are necessarily taken for places outside the metro-
politan areas :—

Variations in Nominal Wage Index-numbers {Adult Males), for years specified,
1901 éo 1922. (Weighted Average Wage for Australis in 1911 = 1,000.)

No. ot
°"t‘;3,‘3§‘ Nominal Wage Index-Numbers.
I*articulare. | included.
1901 {193.
to |'ze) [ 1901 1011.i1012, [ 1914.[1915.[1916.0 1017 {1918, 1919, 1920 | 1921.| 1922,
1912, =
N.3. Wales..! 158 874 858[1,003|t,058|1,008|1,124| 1,208| 1,257| 1 28¢| 1498 1,835 1,860(1,785
Vietorta  ..| 150| 900] 706| 985! 1,033| 1,088] 1,078} L 1a8|1,220] 1275 1 404] 1,670] 1,526} 1 783
uesnshand &7 827| oob 007 LUug Ly 1,060 1,177} 1,574 1,458) 1,034 1,785 L38G| 1,880
. Australis | 134 587) 819(1,013]1/048|1.062] 1Lu67] L151] 1,231 1,278| 1,378] 1,6 3] 1.745] 1,708
W, Aastralin | 09 429)1,052] 15152 1,101) 1228 1,230] 1,272] 1,845/ 1,572| 1,518) 1,751 1|R53] 1:820
Tasmania ..| 54] 482 718] 790] 'vuafv,028(1,030| 1,112 1,183| 1)103] 1,248) 1,674] 1,738] 1 728
Australlat 852 3.04-8' 848'1,000 Lo5L 1,035'1,1oz| 1,184] 1,252 1,296] 1.-132] 1,752 1,844] 1,785

* Weighted average.

The difference between nominal wages in the several States has
decreased very considerably since 1906, Wages in Queensland have
increased since 1914 at a higher rate than in sny other State. In Tas-
mania the first determination under the Wages Boards Acts, 1910-1911,
came into force in 1911, and the wages in that State increased substantially
ag a result. They are still, however, lower than in any other State except
South Australia,

12. Nominal Wage Index-numbers—Industrial Groups, 1901 to
1922. —The following table shows variations in nominal wage
index-numbers, the occupations having been classified in fourteen
industrial groups. As already pointed out, these index-numbers are
comparable thronghout, and show, not only the variations in wages in
each industrial group, but also the relative wages as between the several

groups :—
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Variastions in Nominal Wage Index-numbers {Adult Males) in Indusiricl Groups
for years specified, 2901 to 1922, (Weighted Average Wage for all Groups in
1911 = L,000.)

~ No. of
ogﬁ)unpga- Noeminal Wage Index-Numbors,
focluded.
Particulers.
190401013 1
23 1001.}1811.| 1914, 1916, 1918.] 1917, 1913,| 1010.| 1920.] 19240.{ 1022,
2. |

to
1912,

1. Wood, Furnfture, ote.| 27{ 270{1,019|1,126/1,161 1,174' 1,24b1 1,288) 1,345{ 1,479 1,355’1,910 1,860

11. Engloeering, Metal
Worke, efe, .. 101| &38| 945 l,ggi 1,127|1,174/ 1,211| 1,268( 1,340 1,5612|1,808/ 1,015

B
ITl, Food, Drink, etc. ..{ 34 578 871 9911085 1.127’1,104 1,241|1,288! 1,473| 1,742 1,832 1,7t
1V, Clot.hing,ﬂnt,a, Boots,| A
ete. S0 18] 124] 708 081)1,034]1,087 1,10411,163)1,108| 1,433( 1,087, 1,815] 1,777
V. Booke,Printing, ete. 25 205 99611,148{1,248] 1,250 1.328{1,376| 1,446| 1,576! 1,041 2/040] Lonit
¥1. Other Manufacturing | 102 875 907 1,013(1,093) 1,125 1,203)1,245/1,28001,470{1,736 1,B54| 1,7l
viI. Buliding ..  ..| 87 100[1,050(1,213|1/278|1,285'1,369{1,418|1,449| 1,554} 1,865 1,000| 1,000
VI Mioing ool n) 1enueen sl 1272) 17200 1420105281 15320 1)72¢| 2026 200561 2,02
1X. Rail & Tram Services] 88| 22a(1023(1,113)1,765/1,187; 1,238/1,256/1,345]{1,532(1,816 1,001 1.821
X. OtherlandTrensport o| 7o) "7e5] ‘g10|1028| 1,041 1128|1210 1}237| 1.481! 1}702 1,700] 11725
X1, Shipping, ete. .| 74 198} 751 871 '072{1,028 1,158]1,104|1,257] 1,618] 1,716, 1,684| 1,047
XII. Agricultural,Pastoral, | !
sho. ... L 8 7o e27] B30) 965l 069, 107811102 1,231 1,370 1,600, 1,786] 1,67
XII). Domestic, Iiotels, ote.] 17| 1141 508) 887 935] 9as '095|1,062)1,104( 1,338| 1,571 1,042 160
XIV, Misceilaneous ..| 86} 238] 750 029)1,064)1,085! 1,187}1,185|1,284| 1,380 1,866 1,77¢| 1,71
)
Al Groupst .. .. 052]3,048] 548[1,000/1,085/1,102' 1,184 1,252|1,293 1,432] 1,752 1,844] 1,785

T Welghted average.

13. Nominal Wages and Effective Wages.—The relation between
nominal and effective wages was discussed at some length in Labour
Report No. 6, Section IV, par. 8, and reference to the matter was also
made in Labour Report No. 11, p. 95.

14. Variations in Effective Wages, 1901 to 1922.—In comparing
wages, two clements are of obvious importance, viz., (i.) hours worked
per day or week, and (ii.} the cost of commeodities and housing. Thus
60s. per week of 60 hours represents the same hourly rate as 48s. per week
of 48 hours. Similarly, if the cost of commodities and housing incrcascs
23 per cent., egq., if the prices index-number rises from 1000 to 1250,
then 60s. per week (the index-number being 1250), is effoctively cqual
only to 48s. (when the index-number was 1000). Or, again, if the prices
index-number falls from 1000 to 750, then 60s. per week, when the index-
nurnber is 750, would have the same purchasing power as 80s. when the
index-number was 1000. Ignoring for the present the number of hours
worked, and assuming that the real value of the average wages is to be
measured by their purchasing power, the actual average wages paid may
be reduced to their efiective value by applying the prices index-numbers
to the nominal wages index-numbers. ‘The foliowing table shows the
effective wage index-numbers so ascertained in each State for cach of
the years indicated from 1901 to 1922,

In computing these effective wage index-numbers, the nominal wage
index-numbers given in paragraph 11 hereof have been divided hy the
price index-numbers in Chapter V., paragraph 5 hercinbeforo. The
resulting index-numbers show for each State and for Australin for the
years specified the variations in effective wages.
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Eftective Wages—Adult Males—1901 to 1922,

o

Particulars. 1901‘l 1911.~1912. 1913‘11914. 1015. 1916.|19l7. 1918.{ 1919, | 1020, wzs,lmzz.
NB.W. os1| o713 922 o024l 000 850] &6v] 693 o002] 048 9o4 1,084 Luvz
Victoria .| o1s| 1,087 8L} 1,007 o964 si4| 877] 50| 947 048] 30| Los| 197
Queensland | 1,172) 1,000 1,032 1080 1,048| 912 991) 1,078| 1,083 1,004 1,088 1248 L260
S. Australin| 948, '957| '006| ‘947| ‘929 847 806| "oBei '9h7| 035 ‘019 1056 1.08%
W. Australin] 1,028 1,023 1,032 1,076 1,073 1,011 1,005 1,079] 1,107 1,068 1,088 1153 1’533
Tosmania ..| 827 838 'Bus| 976| 943 '8¢3 80| B94| 860 900 ‘011 1,007 ilods

Australia | 064) 1,oou| 955| 975|F 952| 362' 394] 0s0[ 952" 968 082 1,087 1,116

1

In the preceding table the effective wage

computed to the one base, that of the Commonwealth for 1911.

index-numbers are all

The

index-numbers are comparable in all respects, and comparisons may
be made as to the increase or decrease in the effective wage index-number
for any State over any period of years. Thus it will be seen that, com-
paring 1922 with 1901, and also with 1911, there has been an increase in
the index-numbers in all States.

15. Effective Wages and Standard of Comfort, 1901 to 1922.—In
the preceding paragraph particulars are given as to variations in ¢ fective
wages in each State, due allowance having been made for variations in
the purchasing-power of money, though not for unemployment.

For years prior to 1913 the data available as to unmployment are
s0 meagre that comparative results allowing for variations both in the
purchasing-power of money and in unemployment cannot be accurately
computed for the several States. In the subjoined table, however, the
percentage of unemployment for Australia at the end of the years
specified has been used in order to obtain results showing the variations
in unemployment upon ecffective wages. For the year 1914 and
subsequent years, the wage index-numbers, percentages of unem-
ployment and regail price index-numbers are the average for the year
In similar tables given in preceding Reports, the wage index-number
and unemployment percentages have referred to the end of all the years
given. If a comparison is made with the results shown in this tablé, and
thosc given in the tables appearing in previous Reports, it will be seen
that they differ somewhat. The table given herewith, however; is a
more accurate veflection of the position for the whole of the years 1914
to 1922 inclusive. Column I. shows the nominal rate of wage
index-numbecrs, and Column II. the relative percentages unemployed
(sce Chapter II1.), Applying these percentages to the numbers
shown in Column 1., and deducting the results from cach corres-
ponding index-number, so as to allow for relative loss of time, the
figurcs in Coluinn IIL are obtained. These figures are then recomputed
with the ycar 191) as base, and are shown in Column IV, In Column V.,
the price index-numbers are shown, and in Columns VI. and VIL. the
cffective wage index-numbers are given, ficstly, for full work, and secondly
allowing for lost time Those are obtained by dividing the figures in
Columns I, and IV, respectively, by the corresponding figures in ‘Column
V. The resulting index-numbers show for Australia for the years
specified the variations in effective wages or in what may be called
the “ standard of comfort.’™* '

* This expression miet not be confused with ' standard of llving,”” A change-in the standard
of living necessarily involvea a ehange in regumen (3¢e Labour Report No, L), that1s, a change in the
nature or 1n the relstive quantity of commgdities pucchased, or both. A ¢hiauge 1n the * atandard of

comiort’* merely implles a vapation in effective wages, whieh vanstion may, of may not, resu't in,.
or be accompsnied by, s change in the * atandard of living."
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A comparison between the figures in Columns I. and VI. shows the
Telation between the nominal rates of wage and the purchasing elficiency
» of these rates. The figures in Column VIL. (see graph on page 8) show
variations in effective wages after allowing not only for vamations in
prices, but also for unemployment.

Unemplioyment, and Nomional and Effective Wage Index-numbers, for the Years
gpedified, 1901 to 1922.%

Rate of Wage Index- B
N ective Woge
I 1. Nurronlp %:;] u“-Il.lfl']:‘é."g v. Index-Numbera.
Retosl
Xoar. N\O\l;l;:i‘:l l‘eﬁcenmge III. 1v. IP‘?W ¥I. VII.
. m- . ndex-
Nlu‘:ggrs. ployed, 'lp"'];gg{l" Numbers. w A""g}“‘
Actunl, {1011 Futl Work g pamploy-

= 1,000). ment.

1901 849 8.6 702 g3z 880 004 045
1905 866 8.7 208 848 902 960 040
1007 393 5.7 842 834 807 . O it
1908 oon 8.0 846 &88 851 940 934
1909 923 5.8 870 913 948 974 283
1910 955 5.6 #1 a4 070 085 D74
1011 1,000 4.7 P53 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
1912 1,051 5.5 403 1,042 1,101 955 a48
1613 1,076 5.3 1,021 1,071 1,104 075 979
1914 1,081 53 001 1,040 1,140 48 01z
1615 1,092 0.3 1,039 1,278 854 813
101 1,144 58 1078 1,131 1.324 804 254
1917 1,22 7.1 1,030 1,195 1,318 930 w07
18 1,270 58 1,196 1,255 1,462 032 N2l
1919 1.370 G.6 1.280 1.343 1,51 907 889
1020 1,627 G0 1,421 1,500 1,785 a1l 804
1921 .. . 1,826 112 1,621 701 1,607 107G 1.002
1922 1,801 9.2 1634 1,715 L8040 1124 1.072

t As to the eifect in abnormal perjods, gee Section I'V., par. 8, of Labour Iiepott No, 6.

Noto.—TFor yoars prier to 1004, the nominal wage Index-pumbors and the porcentags
unemployed relate to the end of the rcar only, bot [rom 1914 onward these Ogures, in addition
1o thoae for retail pricea, nre averages for the whole year.

The nominal wage index-number has steadily increased, and the
increase has in some years been at o preater and in others at a lesser rate
than the retail price index-numbers. The effective wage index numbers
{both “ Full Work” and ' Allowing for Unemployment”) do not, on the
whole, show any general increase, but fluctuate between a range which
reached its maximum in 1922, and its minimum in 1915, In 1907 there
was a large decrease in unemployment, which is reflected in the *“peak” in
the effective wage index-number for that year. The rise in prices in 1908,
which was a drought year, causod a considerable fall in cffective wages.
"From that year, however, until the year 1911, the effective wage index-
‘nuraber steadily increased from 934 to 1000, but this increase was almost
.counterbalanced by the fall in 1912, which was due to the large increase
‘in prices and the smaller increase in unemployment. In 1913 prices were
on the average practically the same as for 1912, while nominal wages
increased and unemployment decrcased, with the result that effective
wages both for full work and allowing for unemployment increased. The
cffective wage index-numbers for 1914 both show o decrcase on the pre-
ceding year. This decrease is particularly marked in the case of the
jndex-numbers in which allowance is made for unemployment. In 1915
:there was a decrease in unemployment when compared with the preceding
year, but on the other hand the cost of food and groceries showed o very
substantial increase, so that while nominal wages increased slightly,
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effective wages both for full work and allowing for unemployment
decreased, being in fact lower than for any other year covered by the
investigation. In 1916, 1917, 1918, and again in 1919, effective wages
both for full work and allowing for unemployment inereased, owing to
the fact that the increase in nominal wages was greater than the increase
in prices. In 1920 effective wages for full work increased, but owing to the
somewhat large increase in unemployment, effective wages, allowing for
unemployment, decreased. In 1921 effective wages both for full work
and allowing for unemployment increased owing to the fact that while
prices declined considerably, wages as a whole, and for the year, increased.

In 1922 there was a decrease in nominsal wages, but also a decrease
in the retail price index-number, and the percentage of wnemployment.
The result of these changes is shown in the effective wage index-number,
which is greater both for full work and allowing for unemployment.

16. Relative Productive Activity and Effective Wages, 1871 to 1922,
—The preceding tables refer to variations in effective wages, having,
ard to fluctuations in prices and unemployment. Another important
matter is the question of relative output or production per head of popula-
tion, measured quantitatively. If measured by mere value, increase of
price would have the effect of making an equal production with that of &
time when prices were lower, show a fictitious increase. For example, the
annnal figures showing the estimated value of production from
Australian industries do not directly show whether there has been any
increase in the quantity produced, since the price-level at the time is itself
a factor in the determination of the values. Before, therefore, any
estimate of the relative increase or decrease in production (that is, in
the relative quantity of output} can he made, the variations due to
the price element must be eliminated. This is done in the table on page
&8, in which Column 1. shows the estimated value of production (&) in
the aggregate and {b) per head of mean population. 1n Column IL. the
estimated value of production per head of population i shown in the
form of index-numbers with the year 1911 as base ; that is to say, the
production per head in 1911 iz made equal to 1000, and the values for the
other years computed accordingly. In Column III. wholesale and:
production price index-numbers are given; it is sssumed that these
index-numbers reflect, with substantial accuracy, variations in wholesale
and production prices in Australin. The figures in Column IV. are
obtained by dividing the figures for each year in Column II. by the
corresponding figures in Column ITI. They show the estimated relative
productive activity per head of population, taking the year 1911 as the
basic or standard year, the fluctuations due to variations in prices having
been eliminated. The results given by the application of the wholesale
price-index numbers may be regarded in general as confirming the
results given in the final column, which are o be taken as the best
measure of the relative productive activity per head of population.

It should be observed that the index-numbers for the years from
1914 to 1922 cover a period which in several respects was abnormal. At
the beginning of that pericd there was a severe and extensive drought,
and again in 1918 drought conditions were prevalent., Further, the
enlistments for war service took from industry over 300,000 adult inales in
the prime of life, while the dislocation of industry owing to the altercd
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conditions arising out of the war must also have adversely affected the

productivity of Australia.

quantitatively.

Estimated Value of Australian Production, 1906 to 1922.

It is impossible to measure these cffocts

Fogl- Duairy. " & . .

Year. A'g"l“t Pastoral. ﬁ[’;np::ﬁ:i.gg Fli?is?:aet::yes‘ Mining. “ag_?;:f Tosl.

£1000, £1000. 21000, 200, £100¢ £1000. £1000,
1906 .| 25349 | 45,389 13,611 4,879 26,648 | 51,173 | 147,043
1907  ..| 80,500 | 50,660 15 584 4,826 23,817 | 85,155 | 166,042
1908 37,150 | 47,259 15,045 4,286 34,557 | 86,637 | 164,994
1909 41,056 | 50,864 15,064 4,462 23,086 | 39,718 | 174,196
1910 39,752 56,993 17,387 4,789 23,229 45,598 187,741
1911 48,774 50,725 19,107 5,728 28,303 50,767 188,404
1912 45,754 | 51,815 90,280 6,432 25,475 | 57,022 | 206,578
1913 46,162 57,866 20,841 6,388 25 594 61,586 217,887
1914 36,052 | 61,055 21,562 6,419 29,058 | 62,956 | 210,007
1915 75,475 86,180 218,156 5,777 22,060 | 62,883 | 253,681
1916 61,255 | 76,142 26,949 5,505 23,192 | 64,208 | 257,248
1917 59,641 82,522 31,326 5,623 24,993 69,797 279.607
1918 ., 59,036 | BG,793 83,738 7.18% 25,462 | 75,862 | 287,528
i919-20..) 72,202 | 100,920 35,880 10,170 18,982 | 98,162 | 839,266
1020-21 ../ 112,801 | 86,882 52,613 10,490 21,618 |109.485 | 903,834
1991-22 ..] 81 %m 69,254 44,417 10,973 19,977 | 120,751 346,662

Estimated Relative Productive Activity im Australia for the Years
gpeciiied, 1871 to 1922,

I 1l I11. v
Estimate
Estimated Value of {u) " Relative
Produection. Ralative | Wholesale | Production|Productive
Year. Value of | Price- Price- Activity
Production| Index- Index- | per head
by per head | Number | Number Index.
(a) Per Head Yeoar Year Year Numbers
Total. |of Popula- 1911== 1911= 1911= (Year 1911
(coomitted. sl tion, 1,000, 1,000. 1,000. = 1,001},
£ £ b ¢
1871 . 46,700 27.46 667 1,229 . 843 ..
1881 . 71116 30.83 748 1,121 . 887 ..
1801 96,087 29.65 720 045 . 762 ..
1801 114,585 29.96 727 074 . 746
1906 147,043 35.94 B3 948 921
1907 166,042 39.90 069 1,021 . 1T T
1908 164,934 358.97 946 1,115 1,074 348 881
1609 ) 174,195 40.29 |, 978 293 1,000 985 978
1910 oo | 187,741 12.43 1,030 1,003 970 (1,027 1,062
1911 - 188,404 41.19 X 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
1912 206,578 43.52 1,057 1,170 1,110 903 052
1M3 217 887 44.52 1,081 1,088 1,061 994 1,020
nol4 210,097 42,25 1,02¢ 1,149 1,283 803 812
1915 . 253,531 51.01 1,238 1,804 . 1,431 772 885
1816 . .. | 257,248 . 52.30 1,270 { ' 1,504 1,499 | 844 847
1917 ..o 273,607 54.91 1,333 " 1,662 1,667 8§02 8§20
1918 287,628 56.58 1,374 1,934 1,770 710 776
1919-20 .. | 339,266 63.96 1,553 2,312 2,117 672 T34
1920.21 .. | 393 834 72,719 1,767 2,266 2,097 T80 B4
1921.22 .- 344 662 629 1.527 1,741 1,564 877 976

B + -
¥ Relative Production per head if computed by application of Wholesale Price Index-numbers,

¥ Relntiva. Praduction per head (computed by a

basis belng indieated fn Produetion Bulletin No 13}

pplication of Production Price Index-pumbers, the



