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SECTION IV.—RETAIL PRICES, HOUSE RENT, AND PUR-
CHASING-POWER OF MONEY.

1. General.—In normal circumstances properly computed indez-
numbers of food and groceries, and house-rent combined, form one of the
best possible measures of those variations in the  purchasing-power of
money” which affect the cost of living: in short, the variations of the
cost of a *“ composite unit,”’ consisting of appropriate quantities of suit- .
ably chosen commodities, and including also house rent, reflect the
variations in the cost of living. The main investigations carried out as
to retail prices and purchasing-power of money are of a threefold nature
and consist of i -

(i.) Quarterly variations in the purchasing-power of money in
thirty towns,
(ii). Annual variations in the purchasing-power of money in 150
) towns.
(iii.) Householders’ Budget Inquiries.

It is principally with the fiest of these that this Se:tion deals, ~ In
Report No, 2, issued in April 1913, . Report No, 5, issued in December
1914, Report No, B, issued in'May 1916, and Report No. 7, issued in
June 1917, the results of comprehensive investigations into the subjects
of Pricesand Price-Indexes for past years were published, and an account
was given of the methods -used in the collection of the data
and the computetion of the results, A discussion of the theory upon
which the calculation of the index-numbers is based was furnished in
Appendixes 1o Report No. 1, issued in December, 1912.

¥or the computations of the index-numbers the * aggregate ex-
penditure ”’ method . is adopted, i.e., the average price for each
commodity included is multiplied by its respective ““mass unit.”! The
“ mags-unit’* represents the relative extent to which each commodity
is used or consumed, and is regarded as constant over the period under
_ review. By taking the aggregate expenditure for any ome year as
base, the index-number for the relative aggregate expenditure for any
_ other year is readily caloulated. Certain aspects of this method, not
dealt with in previous Reports, are discussed on pages 19 and 20 of
Labour Report No. 6. ’

In order to illustrate clearly the method adopted it will be well
to take a simple numerical example.  Suppose that in 1901 the average
price of butter was 1s. 3d. per lb., of bread was 3d. per 2 lb. loaf, of
mutton was 3d. per 1b., and of milk was 4d. per quart; and suppose
that in 1911 the pPrices of these four commodities were 1s. 6d. for butter,
4d. for bread, 5d. for mutton, and 5d. for milk., Now the total quan-
tities of eackt of these commodities consumed in Australia per annum
are approximately 90 million 1b. of butter, 470 million 2-1b. ‘loaves of
. bread, 330 million 1h. of mutton, and 300 million quarts of milk,
Therefore, the actual expenditure of the people of Australia on these
commodities in 1901 and 1911 respectively would be as follows:—
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Computation of Index-Numbers : Illustrative Example of Aggregate
Expenditure Method.

Quautititte!s Prices. Total Bxpemditurs.
Particolars, | Unit, | cousumed.
1 ®,000,000 -
omitéed.) | 1001 11, o1, 1911.
da. da. . a.
{ 0,000,000 omitted,) (0,000,000 omitied. )
Butter . 1b. O 15 18 1356 182
Breadl .. [ 2lh. loai 47 3 4 141 188
Mutton . 1b. 33 E 5 o 145
Muk «o] Jguart 80 . 4 5 120 150
* 495 885

The relative aggrégate expenditure was 4925 in 1301, and rose to
665 in 1911; in other words, the index-mumber in 1901, taking the
expenditure in 1911 as the base ( = 1000) was &3 x 1000 =
744, and the index-number in 1911, taking the expenditure in 1901 as
the base { = 1000).was 3§ x 1000 = 1343, which might, of course,
have been obtained directly by taking the reciprocal of the result pre-
viously obtained. If now, instead of only four commodities, a repre-
sentative group of fifty or more were treated in this way for a series
of years, the numbers thus obtained would furnish a satisfactory index
of the variations in price from year to year.

2. Changes in Cost of Commodities, Standard of Living, and
Expenditure on Living.— A change in the “ Cost of Living” may ocear
either in the standard of living or in the purchasing-power of wmoney, or
in both ; both affect the expenditure on living, which expenditure itself
depends on three things, viz.:—

{i.} The particuler commodities consumed ;

(ii.) The relative quantzties of the commodities consumed; and
(iii.) The price of these commodities.

To avoid confusion as to the significance of the results given in this
eection, the conception of what is meant by “ cost of living”’ ought to
be clearly apprehended, for evidently a change in any one of the above
may produce a change in the erxpenditure on living. In order to obtain
index-numbers which are independent, of (arbitrary} variations of (i) and
(ii.) above, and which unequivocally reflect the variations caused by price
alone, it is necessary that the particular series of commodities selected,
and the relative quantities of these remain constant. This phase of the
subject is dealt with more fully in T.abour Report No. 1, Appendix
VIII.; in Labour Report No. 5, pp. 17-18; in Labour Bulletin No. 9, '
pp- 27 to 46; and in Labour Bulletin No. 14, pp. 127 to 130. In the -
places indicated it has been shewn that in order to avoid all confusion
between ““ changes in the regimen’ (ie., change in the standard of living)
which is at the disposal of the individual, #nd “ changes in prices,”
. which are not at his disposal, it is necessary to*adopt the “ag-.
gregate expenditure’’ wmethod;. that is, to ascertain the cost
of a definite regimen or what may be called the cost of a definite
“ compesite unit.” To be of the highest general value, the ' composite

unit” must be one applicable to the whole community. It has also been -

shewn that what has been called the method of * aggregate expenditures,”
i.e., the estimation of the cost of this composite unit, as the basis of the:
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method, is, as said, the only unequivocal method and technically is per-
fectly satisfactory, ‘while any obher method is t,echmca.lly less satisfactory,
or introduces some change of regimen. Variations in gquantity or in the
items of the composite unit mtroduce ambiguity, for the resuiting
-change in the price of the composite unit is partly due to change of the
unit and partly due to change of the prices of its constitugnt items.

Notwithstanding the very explicit statement of the purpose and
scope of these investigations given in the various Labour Reports,
" evidence is continually coming to hand that misunderstanding in regard
thereto is still prevalent. Many persons, having noticed the obvious fact
that a different regimen gives a very different aggregate cost, have
imagined that deductions as to the  purchasing-power of money *” vary
enormously with change of regimen. This phase of the matter has been
dealt with fully in previous publications of the Labour and Tndustrial
Branch, and in particular in Labour Bulletin No. 14, pp. 127 to 130,
. published in OQctober, 1916. It is there demonstrated, by basing the
deductions upon various widely differing regimens, that the mode of
investigating the purchasing-power of money adopted is not vitiated by
employing a fixed regimen ; on the contrary, it has reached a high
degree of precision as compared with any alternative which has been
‘suggested.  Again, it should be observed that any proposed change cf
regimen must be freed from the effect of a change in the standard of
living, otherwise the results aie confused, that is, they "embody two
things, viz. : () change in price, and (b) change in standexd of living.
The conclusion therein arrived at may be repeated here, viz.: That
once a standard of living, or living wage, has been fixed, the tables
published by the Commonwealth Statistician can be legltlmately used
as shewing the variations in the cost of living. The only appropriate
criticism which could be applicable would be that the regimen used a3 a
basis for estimation has ceased to be representative of the usage of the
community to such an extent that the caleulations founded on it are
misleading. If then, under these ciicumstances a change is made,
certain safeguards are necessary which have been indicated in Labour
Peeport No, 1, Appendixes VIII. and IX,

3. Commodities and Requirements Included.—The 47 items of
expenditure included are divided into four groups, viz,, (i)
groceries and bread, (ii.) dairy produce, (iii.) meat, and (iv.) house-rent,
These items cover about 60 per cent. of the total expenditure of a
normal family. There are very cogent reasons for the restriction of
the inquiry to the items mentioned. If the comparisons are to e
satisfactory, confusion must not arise hetween changes in standard of
living and changes arising from a variation of the purchasing-power
of money. In order to avoid such confusion the items selected are
such as are sensibly identical and identifiable in the various localities.
The most important group of expenditure which is not included is
clothing, the cost of which amounts to about 13 per cent. of the total
expenditure. Owing to influences of individual taste, fashion, and the
- great variety of production, articles included in thls group are practi-
cally not comparable and not identifiable. As regards fuel and light,
the cost of which amounts to about 4 per cent. of total expenditure,
while these commodities are comparable and identifiable, the usage
or telative consumption in the towns included in the inquiries varies
to such an extent that their inclusion on an assumed constant regimen



24  Reran, Pricus, House ReENT, aNp PuRcHasING-POWER oF MONEY.

would tend to produce a fictitious result in so far as relative cost of liv-
ing is concerned. Thus the prices of clothing and of fuel and light can-
net be unequivocally compared.

While it is true that insurance premiums and centributions to
benefit societies have probably not increased, it must be borne in mind
that the purchasing-power of money-benefits to be derived is
reduced in accordance with the general depreciation in the purchasing-
power of money, and in order to obtain benefits of the same net value
a3 before, the premiums and contributions would have to be increased
pro rata,

It will be seen, therefore, that n.otmt.hsbandmg the exclusion of
various items of expenditure, the results obtained based on the four
" groups referred to, can be vitiated only in”an abnormal state of affairs,
and ordinarily only to a very shight extent., It is to be remembered also
that prices of commeodities which cannot be 1ncluded because they do not
lend themselves to exact specification, tend, on the whole, to move in the
same direction as those included, and approximately to the same ex-
tent. Thus, as a matter of fact, a more reliable result is obtained than
would be the c¢ase if the investigation endeavoured to cover the whole
of the items of expenditure. In ghort, this method of measuring the
variations in the purchasing-power of money, though theorelically sub-
ject to obvious limitations, is practieally the best general measure.

The ‘question of procedure in abnorimal circuinstances was,
sufficiently referred to in Report No. 6, pp. 20 to 22,

The following tabular statement gives particulars of the com-
modities and items included, the units of measurement for which prices
are collected, and the mass-unmits shewing the relative ext.ent. to which
each item is used or consumed.

Retail Prices. —-'I‘able shewing Commodities, etc.. inclnded in Investigation, Unita
of Measurement, and * Mags-Units.”

y . "
Commodity. ‘ Unit, | gl Commodlty. l Unit. \Uﬂ;‘“
Grovr [.—GROUBRIES (INGLUDING BREAT). - GrOUP I11.-—MEAT.
1
1, Bread - .| 2 M loaf 163 203, Beef, sirloin .. .. | b, o7
2, Flgur, cmlmary .| 25 b, bage il 27, . nib N .. . . ag
3. Tea .. v [L-X 0 28, Hank .. .. . b 12
4. GCofiee .. .. . 2 20, ,, ashin e . .. " 14
5. Sugar .. - " 460 30. ,, steak, rum . P 24
4. Rice .. . .. ' )] 3L, ,» ahoul der s - 53
7. Bago .. va .. " 8 2., 1 Stewing .. " 53
8, Jam .. .. e " 73 33. , corned round .. A 30
9. Datneal . .. " 35 24, ,, brisket, with bone . " il
10. Raisins .. .. " 14 25. " withoot bono s 42
11. Currants . .. " 14 34. Mutt.on leg . .. . " 92
12, Starch . . " 1 37 " *shoulder R " 34
18. Blue .. _ .. .| dez. sas. i a3, o loin L. .. e . 30
14. Candles e .. Lh. . 14 89, nw neck .. .. P 40
15. Soap .. . .- ' 84 40, »  chops,loin PR 32
16. Potatoes .. o 1ma, 64 || 41. o leg .. I 16
17. Oniona .. .. b, a8 48, s . Deek .. el 3t
18. Kerdsene .. =~ - enllon 17 43, Pork,leg .. “ .- ” ]
4., loin .. s " B8
435, w belly N +e w ™ D
GRoUP IL—DaIry PRODUOTS. 6. ,, chops .. .. .. " 8
19. Milk .. o .. quart 300 —
20" Butter o o Pt GROUP 1V.—HoUBE LLENT.
21, Cheese s .. . 15
22, BEggs .. .. dozen 18 .
28, Bogon, middles s Ib. 18 47, House Rent. .. o .o | per L1
24, ,, shoulder .. o 16 wesk
25. Ham .. . - " ]
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. Tt may here be pointed out that both in the collection of the data
and computation of the results great care is exercised, and that there
is reason to believe that the price-indexes are based upon more extem-
sive data than any which bave been cbtained in similar investigations
.in other parts of the world. '

In order to give some idea of the thorough manner in which the
work has been performed, it may be mentioned that with regard to the
46 commodities and house rent.included in this inquiry, nearly 10,500
prices and quotations are received and tabulated for the 30 towns dealt
with each month. This amounts to 126,000 per annum. The complete
scheme in regard to the determination of the price-indexes shewing the
purchasing-power of money provides for the coltection and analysis of
over 140,000 separate prices and quotations each year, but owing to the
difficulty in getting in all the returns regularly it was necessary to pro-
vide for .a larger number of returns than was actually required.

When it is understood that this inguiry goes back for the capital
towns as far as 1901, and the wholesale price inquiry (80 commodities)
as far as 1871, some idea may be gathered as to the magnitude of the
work involved. All tho returns received are carefuliy examined, and in
cases where the accuracy of any price or quotaidon is open to doubt,
special inquiries are made from the person furnishing the quotation.
Each return as received is compared with the previous return from the
same dealer and with all other returns received for the same period.
It is believed, therefore, that a high degree of accuracv is obtained in
the investigations, and it is evident thab personal impressions or re-
sults, not based upon an equally systemalic and equally extensive in.
quiry, cannot be allowed weight. )

4. Other Investigations as to Price-Indexes and Cost of Living.—
While this report is concerned principally with variations in price-in-
dexes on thelines indicated in the preceding paragraphs, it will not be
out of place to refer briefly to other cognate investigations which have
been carried out. These consist, as already indicated, of (i) Annual
Variations in the price index-numbers for 150 Towps, and (ii.) the cost
of living according to Householders’ Budget Inguiries.

{i.} Price- Indexes in 350 Towns—The investigation as to variation
in price-indexes in 100 towns was carried out for the months of November
1913 and November 1914. For subsequent years the number of towns
from which returns are collected annually has been increased from 100
to 150. The results of the November 1913 investigation were published -
in Labour Bulletin No. 5, pp. 28 to 33 ; of the November 1914 investigation
in Labour Bulletin No. 8, pp. 231 to 240 ; of the November 1915 investiga-
tion in Labour Bulletin No. 12, pp. 352 to 361; of the November 1916
investigation in Labour Report No. 7, pp. 393 to 402, and of November
1917 in the present issue, pp. 47 to 57.  Prior to 1912 investigations -
were made concernipg the price-indexes in the capital towns only,
but during 1912 and subsequent years these investigations have heen
extended to 30 towns. On page 56 hereinafter comparisons are made
to test the accuracy with which the resnlts obtained from these inquiries -
reflect the conditions obtaining thronghout the States and Commoenwealth.
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It will be seen on examination that the table reveals the fact that there
is but, little variation in the resulis obtained from the different sources
indicated.

This approximation betwéen the various results indicates that the
index-numbers published for the capital towns only, for the years
prior to 1912 and for the 30 towns for 1912 and subsequent years, pro-
bably reflect, with a substantial degree of accuracy, the variations in the
purchaging-power of money, not only in each State separately, but also
throughout the Commonwealth as a whole.

(ii.) Householders’ Budget Inquiries-—~The first of these was held in
1910-11, and covered a period of twelve months. The results of that
investigation were published in December, 1911.* A second was held
during 1913 for the month of November only. The results of this
second investigation are given in w special report, entitled “ Labour

Report, No. 4, Bxpenditure on Living in the Cemmonwealth, Novem-
ber, 1913.” '

-

5. Purchasing-Power of Money, General Results of Investigation’
in ‘each Metropolitan Town. 1901 to 1917.—Index-numbers, computed
separately for each group of commodities (and for house-rent} in¢luded in
the investigabion, as well as the weighted average for al: groups te-
gether, are shewn for the capital town of each State in the tables given
hereinafter.  In these tables the weighted aggregate expenditure for
the whole of the capital towns in 1911 is taken as base (= 1,000), and
the figures for that year (as well as other years) for the individual
towns shew the relative purchasing-power of money as hetween the
respeciive towns, The result is that the index-numbers given herein are
comparable in all respects, that is to say, they shew not only the varia-
tions from year to year in each town, but they also furnish comparisons
a3 10 the relabive cost in the different towns, either in any given year or
a8 between one year and another and one town and another.

Retail Price Index-Numbers in Metropolitan Towns, 1901 to 1017.+

" 1t {a, of course, ohvious that the index-numbera glven in the saparate parts of the tabla
cannot be compared with each other in order to ahew the relative cost of (say) housa.rent,
grocerles and food, since the wejghted average cost for the six towns saken together in 1911
in each case is mode eqnal to 1000, although the cozt 12 of course not the same.

1912,| 1913,

Town. i 1901.' 1907. 1903.[ 1909.[ 1910.' 1911, 19 14.1 19 15.! 19 16.' 1917,

Grour L.—OROCERIES.

5

Sydney .. ..| s76l oco0ei1,009(1,015/1,02201,018|1,151{1,108{1,112(1,281]1,820] 1,320
albotrne .. | ser| 817 Ce23| ‘895 039] 'e24|1081 953 "obo|1:222(1'210|17138
Brisbane . ..|1,011] 689|1,045]1,030(1,054{1,087(1,105| 1,110/ 1,070{ 1,331| 1,315] 1,388
Adelaide . | Todal 03| Tesd| “901| o72| o58(1.138| 1059|1061/ 1,310] 1,274[ 17210
Ferth _ . ..|1,008)1,013) 1,088] 1,055 1,005]1,276| 1,186] 1,073 1,1131 1,851) 1,345| 1,320
Hobari . .| o35 “ssa| "seo{1.018|1,01111,008) 1,169 1,061| 1,070/ 1,250| 1,236( 1,263

Weighted Average® L] 912 885 97% OT4} 997)1,000:1,124)1,043)1,0021,272) 1,279 1,261

t Bee footnote on next page. *

* Bee Report on an  Inguiry into the Cost of Living in Auvstralia, 1910-11," by . H. Knibbs

C.M.0G., ete., Decomber, 1911, Owing to the rmall number of budgeta returned, the deductions and
tabulations based thereon are necessarily restricted, .
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Retail Price Index-Nombers in Motropolitan Towns, 1901 to 1917 t—continued.

Town, |1901. ]90’?.! 1903.; 1909.| 1910‘! lQll.I 1012.‘ 1913.[ 1914.: 1915. 1910.| 1917.
. GRrOUP IL.—DalRY PRODUCE.

- . i
Bydney .. N «o| BB1| 9321 1,093 L0233 978| ,971|1,098/1,095]1,110{1,221| 1,291| 1,218
Melbourne . .| 080l 9871 0 6| 089 076 959 1,077|1 0 1, 076 1, 1350 1,338] 1,
Brishane .. . 833 837 53| 904) 974 98311,065 1,008 I, 277 71, 287 1,294
Adelaide .. .| os| 928 1,088 1,028] 1,017 1,105 1,203 1,187; 1,194 1 360 1 283 1,228
Perth .. .. .- 11,200 1,200 #*286] 1,251] 1;238] 1,241 1)320) 1,202| 1,244] 1,475| 1, 434] 1,108
Hobart .. . oo 931 9551, 016 1, 017 '082( 904, 1,102|1,109(1, 1771 439 1334 1313
Weighted Average* «o} 45| 065|1,082|1,023| 998{1,0001,115|1,080|1,105]1,307)1,816]1,2056

GROUP IIT.—MEAT.
Syduey .. .. (1,025 904)1.00G; 983 or7[ 05 1,107{1,218 1,280 1,778 B,0011 3,154
Melbourne . -+ 1,077 1,067, 1,043 098 973 920(1.123|1,149; 1,270 1,800]2,027| 1,949
RBrisbane .- .. Lozaiined] 1,082 067 036) 035 09k '0D05]1,160]1,649|1746| 1,887
Adelaide " .+ | 1,221] 1,650] 1,060/ 1,681 1,082 1,087| 1,150( 1,206/ 1,602( 1,930] 2,240] 2,079
Perth .. - .- --{1,378| 1,511} 1,482 14791 1,535] 11677| 1,643| 1,607( 1.088| 1,722{1,097| 1,912
Hobart .. - .| 1,2251, 1279 1, \282(1 30311 276) 5,221} 1,321| 1,400, 1,493) 1,789 2, 217) 2,274
Weighted Average* -« {1101} 1,074/1,080, 1,040|1,024)1,000] 1,144 1,103| 1,323{ 1,781} 2,056 2,022
Grogea 1., I1., aND I1I. COMBINED.—GROJERIES ARD FoOD.

Swilney .. | A 93411.030| 1,012 1,000 089(1,124]1,181|1,168{1,308|1,520| i 540
Melhourne .- 065 9251 005/ 049 0G0] 935/1,082/1,024 1,00111,41411,40281 1,412
TBrishane .. | mes| 947110230 685 1,000i1,018(1,102] 1,042} 1,078 1,373 1,428, 1,400
Adelnide .. ..|1028 es1i010]1 025 1,001] 1,020( 1,154| 1,119, 1,215 1,487, 1,532/ 1,445
Perth - .. .. 11,18411.19711,228 1 1, 1251 101,846, 1,345) 1,287/ 3, 3020 1 4831 1,542 1 506
Hobart .. .. .. |11} 1ie10] 1,055 1093 1,073| 1,058(1,190| 1,164/ 1,212] 1,445{1)523, 1.544
Weighted Avernge* | o7e 955 1,031) 1,006] 1,005) 1,000/ 1,128 5,095) 3,144] 3,410! 1,395} 3472

’ GRODP 1V.—HousE RENWT. .
Sydney .. . .| 858t 011 9223 955 984|1,090/ 1,183 1,248)1,279( 1,220(1,212] 1.215
Melbourne N 783 S04 G285 8421 016| 970 !,016 1 089 1, 128 1, "85 1, L0891 124
Brisbane .. ..] 488 55| 616 o682 700| 767| 'S04| 'me3| ‘882 '850 'B45| 850
Adelalde .. | 82 B12] A7) 940/1,01801,312(1,160(1,125/1,040] 932 0! 050
Perth .. .. | s01| as4] a7s| ee7| ‘avs| 's10| 'seo| 'o25| ‘014 ass| 86g, a74
Hobart .. . .. 88T 708| Ty 49| TVe| s05| 820 887 o14] 028 028 8H1
Weighted Average* .| 751f B16| 838 867 910{1,000{1,083|1,118/1,135{1,081{1,081| 1,098

ALL GROUPS COMBINED.—GROCEMES, FooD, AND HoUsB RENT.

Syilney .. e Yo..) 893 oz o9se{ 0801 095 1,051 1,148 1,178] 1,206/ 1,323/ 1, 394‘ 1,406
Melbouarae . .1 B70| 875 @24, $05! 042 95O/ 1,0565(1, 051 1,105 1 27711, 1300, 1204
‘Briabane a .| 7es| 7o4| asel w51 s77| 915 ‘o7o; "esd| 'oor 1 162 1 188} 1,181
Adelalde ie .. Bo4| 804] 653 200|1,008|1,068 1,167|1,12111,143 1 259 1 235611 "4..
Perth .. . L. 11,087 984 1,007, 35|11 023 1 ,126[ 1,154 1, 128 1, 143 I, 228l ] 26!1! ! 2{&
Hobart .. .. .| 'Bos| sse| “o20| o052 ‘esi| 'dsa 1, 042! 1 053 1 090 1 233]1,278; 1 %i.ll
Weighted Average* .. B8O! BOF| 951 048] 070[L600{1 101‘1 1041 1,140 1,278, 1,32¢I 1318

Note.— Az lo baris o‘f

For ol capit.al towns.

mdex numbers, 828 remarks on pravious page.

t Index-numbers for years 1902-0 are given in Labonr Report Mo &, p, 26.
4

‘The index-numbers for the last three groups (groceries and food,
houso rent, and groceries, food, and house rent combined) are shewn
for each ca.pltal town, together with the weighted average for all six
towne combined in the graphs on pages 28 to 30,
pages 30 and 31 brleﬁy indicate the general nature of the variations in

each group.

The paragraphs on
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(i.) Groceries (18 Commodities).—It may be seen that the index-
number for this Giroup was higher in 1917 than in 1916 in Brisbane and
Hobart, and lewer in the remaining towns, the aggregate effect upon °
the weighted average index-number shewing a slight decrease. The"
increase in the weighted average index-numher for all towns in 1917
compared with 1911 amounts to 26.1 per cens., and compared with 1901
to 38.3 per cont. The average cost in 1917 of the commodities included
in this group was greatest'in Perth and least in Melboumne.

(.} Dairy Produce (7T Commodities)—The index-numbers for thia
group were higher for 1917 than for 1916 in Sydney and Brishane, and
lower in the remaining towns. The weighted average index-number
for all towns in 1917 was 1.6 per cent. lower than in 1916, 29.5 per
cent. higher than in 1911, and 37.0 per cent. higher than in 1901. The
average cost in 1917 of the commodities in this group was highest in
Perth and lowest in Adelaide,

(iii.) Meat (21 Cuts or Joints of Butcher's Meat).——The index-numbers
for this group were lower in 1917 than in 1916 in all the capital towns
except Sydney and Hobart. The weighted average index-number for all
towns taken together in 1917 was 1.7 per cent. lower than in 1916;
102.2 per cent. higher than in 1911, and 83.7 per cent. higher than in
1901. The average cost of the commodities included in this group for
1917 was greatest in Hobart and least in Brisbane.

{iv.} Grocerics and Food (Groups I., I'l., and III. combined). *—
The index-numbers for this combined group. shew the aggregate effect
upon the purchasing-power-of-money index-numbers of movements in
prices of commodities, apart from variations in house rent. There was
an increase in 1917 compared with the immediately preceding year in
Sydney and Hobart, and a decrease in the remaining towns. During
the whole of the period covered by the table on page 27 the index-
numbers were higher in Perth than in any other capital town up
to and including 1914. The disparity between that town and the
remaining towns was greaber in the earlier years of the period, and less
in the later yoars, and for 1915 the index-number for Perth, while still

* That is the * composite unit " wpon which these index-numhets are computed.
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higher than for all the towns except Adelaide, shews less divergence from
the weighted average than for any other year, In 1916 the index-number .
for Perth was again higher than for any other town, but in 1917 it was
lower in that town than in Sydney or Hobart, Taking the weighted
average for all the towns the prices of the 46 items of food and groceries
specified on page 24 were 47.2 per cent. higher in 1917 than in 1911. The
Everage cost of these items for 1917 was greatest in Hobart and least in
righane,

(v.) House Rent.—Except in Adelaide, where rents remained station-
ary from 1901 to 1904, and declined in 1913, and in Perth, where they
decreased from 1903 to 1907, and again in 1908-9 and 1914, there was a
uniform increase in each of the metropolitan towns from 1901 to 1914
The abnormal’ conditions arising out of the war has resulted in entirely
changed conditions for the years 1915, 1916, and 1917, Tt will be seen
that for 1915 there was a decrease in ‘the cost of housing accqmmoda-
tion in all the towns except Hobart, where there was a small increase.
In 1916 Melbourne and Perth shew shght increases, Sydney, Brisbane and
Adelaide alight decreases, while the index-number for Hobart was the same
for 1916 as for 1915. In 1917 there was an increase in the average
rentals 'in all the towns, The weighted average index-number for 1917
is 1.6 per cent. highe than for 1916, 9.8 per cent. higher than in 1911,
and 46.2 per cent. higher than in 1901. The greatest increase since 1801
has occourred in Brisbane (76.0 per cent.), followed in the order named
by Melbourne (53.3 per cent.), Adelaide (52.5 per cent.), Sydney (41.6 per
cent.), Hobart (42.6 per cent.}, and Perth (9.1 per cent.).

(vi.) Price Index-numbers for Food, Groceries and House - Rent
combined.—The weighted average index-numbers for the combined ex-
penditure upon the 46 items of food and groceries and housing accommoda-
tion shew a decrease of 0.5 per cent. in 1917 compared with 1916. Refer-
ence to the graph on page 65 will shew that the weighted average price
index-number was lower in 1904 than in any other year during the period
covered by the investigations. The index-number rose in 1905 and 1906,
and fell in 1907. There was a substantial rise in 1908, followed by a
glight decline in 1909. TFurther rises occurred in 1910 and 1911, and
again in 1912, when the. increase was very considerable (10.1 per cent.).
The index-number for 1913 was practica.lly the same as for 1912, but in _
. 1914 thers was a rise of 3.2 per cent., in 1915 of 12.1 per cent., and a further
rigse in 1916 of 3.6 per cent. As has already been stated the index-
pumber for 1917 was slightly lower than for the immediately preceding
year.,

Compared with 1911, the base year of the period, the weighted aver-
age purchasing-power-of-money index-number shews an increase of 31.8
per cent. for 1917. Tt may further be seen that, except for the yoar 1909,
from 1901 to 1912 inclusive, the index-number for Perth was higher than
for any other capital town. In 1913, 1914, 1915, 1916 and 1917 the index-
number for Sydney was the highest, and for 1917 the index-number for
Perth was lower than for any other town except Brisbane and Adelaide:
Attention has already been drawn in the quarterly Eabour Bulletins to the
fact that the increase in prices of food and groceries during 1915 was con-
giderably less in Perth than in the remaining towns. The result of this is
to alter the relative cost of food groceries, and houss-rent combined in the
geveral towna,

-
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6. Index-numbers Shewing Variations in Cost of Food, Groceries
and House-rent, 1912 to 1917,—In the following tables, index-numbers are
given shewing variations in the cost of food and groceries (46 commodities),
in thirty of the more important towns throughout the Commonwealth
at yearly and quarterly periods from 1912 to 1917. Index-numhbers for
food and groceries are also given for each month of 1917. In addition
index-numbers shewing for these yoars the quarterly and yearly variations
in house rents and in the comhbined cost of food, groceries and house-rent
are given. As explained in pp. 31 and 32.of Labour Report No. 6, these
are now computed to the same base ag the index-numbera relating to
the six capital cities, which go back to the year 1901 :—

Food and Groceries (46 Commodities), Indez-Numbers for Each of* Thirty Towns,
with Weighted Average of Six Capital Towns in 1911 as Base (= 1000).

N.5. W.—INDEX-NUMBERS, VICTORIA—] NDEX- N UMDERS.

a s a - I ¥ 3 g w0 é -

In =l 2 =

AEEEAR AR B AERR AR 1L

) 4 I = g2l 2 3 2 S22

A S| & [BeRl 2 g | &3 g |E=F
1912 1,124 | 1,134 {1,352 | 1,128 | 1,083 | 1,154 | 1,082 | 1,110 | 1,112 {1,086 {1,057 {1,088
1913 1,181 11,127 | 1,343 | 1,161 | 1,058 | 1,130 { 1,024 {1,028 | £:067 | 1,049 | 1,043 | 1,028
1014 1,156 (1,142 1,383 | 1,174 | 1,094 | 1,164 {i 1,09k | 1,086 | 1,008 | 1,000 | 1,074 | 1,001
1015 1306 | 1,380 | 1:642 | 1,388 | 1,336 | 1,404 |{ L411.| 1,443 | 1,420 | 1,303 | 1,425 |1 414
1216 1,520 [ 1,508 | 1,810 | 1,552 1 1,466 | 1,530 | 1,462 | 1,485 | 1,453 | 1,464 | 1,460 | 1,462
1917 1,540 | 1,537 | 1,778 [ 1,490 | 1,483 | 1,548 §| 1,418 | 1,401 | 1,407 | 1,418 | 142 | 1,412

1
1
i
1
1
g 1
1612 18t Qtr, | 1,086 (1,062 1,206 1
and {1,000 1,000 11,328 |1
82 1,195 11,195 | 1,375 |1
ath , 1178 (1,180 {1,410 |1

i

1

1

1

1

1

1913 1st Qtr, [ 1,138 | 1,124 | 1,329

"
"

rd
dth ,, [1,104 |1,112 11,343

1914 1t Qtr, | 1,160 | 1,110 ;1,340
2nd ., [1,183 | 1,168 | 1,422

o \
srd |- |115a 11148 1393 | 1,
dth o (1256 1,154 [1,375 (1, 1,002 |1)184 1115 | 1,113 1,126 |1,126 ;1,100 [ 1,118
1915 18t Qtr. | 1,231 } 1,233 | 1,88 | 1,232 {1,182 1,241 [[1,186 | 3,202 | 1,201 [ 1,178 [1,162 [1,187
Snd ., [1.285 | 1,298 11,606 | 1,200 11,254 | 1,300 11,382 | 1,411 |1;380 11,348 11,277 11,388
" |1536 [1508 | 1,721 (1,518 | 1,458 [ 1,540 || 1584 | 1427 | 1,634 | 1,857 |1, 1,500
ath 7 |10 |1522 1768 [ 1512 | 1,456 | 10637 || 1,491 | 1,581 | 1493 | 1,480 [ 1,538 |1 404
1016 1st Qir. | 1,566 | 1,582 | 1,784 | 1,538 | 1,454 [ 1,670 [|1,520 | 1,503 | 1,604 | 1496 | LBO2 | 1,500
and -, | 1517 |1ap6 | 1827 1545 [ 1470 1528 (117483 | 1,501 | 1,470 | 1,506 | X,484 | 1,486
grd » | 1510 |1,500 | 1,816 | 1,582 | 1,488 | 1,523 || 1,448 [ 17440 [ 1,417 [ 1,440 | 1,408 | 1447
ath 711,485 (1404 1,817 | 10511 {46z | 1500 || 1,407 | 1,412 | 1,411 [ 1,400 | 1,408 {1,407
1917 18t Qtr, £ 1,409 | 1,618 | 1,804 | 1,522 {1,467 | 1,513 |[ 1,305 | 1,400 [ 1,306 [ 1,405 | 1,415 11,300
N

1917
Jannary 1,481 (1,612 [1,814 | 1,625 {1,468 11,408 [| 1,304 | 1,401 | 1,306 | 1,306 {1,200 | 1,305
Yebruary .. |1.605 | 1,627 | 1,804 | 1,536 | 1471 1,519 [ 1,308 ) 1,400 { 1,308 | 1,400 [ 1,425 | 1,309
March 1,510 117514 | 17705 | 1308 {17463 | 1,522 (| 1/303 | 1,400 | 3300 | 2,410 1,420 | 1,308
April 1513 | 1,527 [ 1,806 | 1)507 | 1.4681 [ 1,525 || 1,410 | 1401 | 1408 [ 1440 [ 1481 (1411
ay 1400 | 10527 | 1814 | 1476 | 1473 | 1,514 )| 1400 | 1,406 [ 1,432 11,492 [ 1,436 | 1,412
Tune oo 11507 | 10529 1,607 [ 1,458 |1.480 | 1,520 || 1,418 {1,408 | 1,440 | 1,484 | 1,438 | 1419
Tuly *t a1 | 10535 [ 1780 | 10440 {10481 {1,522 (| 1,426 (1,398 | 1,438 | 1,428 | 1,437 [ 1,425
Angust .. 11,624 11,550 1,733 | 1,469 |1.4581 11,619 (11,419 1,391 11,412 11,428 {1,430 1,417
September ~ | 1,629 | 10562 | 10716 [ 11471 [ 1,400 | 1,622 [{ L.414 | 1,388 | 1.394 | 1,300 | 1438 | 1,410
October .. |1.500 |1.663 | 1726 | 10407 | 10500 | 1'508 [[ 1,417 | 1,401 | 1,303 |1,406 | 1417 [ 1414

Navember 1,567 | 1,554 [1,755 | 1,404 11,508 {1,672 )] 1,426 3 1 411 (1,306 | 1,424 | 1,429 | 1,423
December - (1,533 [1,549 [ 1,780 [1,527 | 1,504 {1,544 || 1,423 11,411 {1,306 { L417 11,443 | 1421

Index-numbera for ench of the months of 1012, 1912, 1814 and 1915 are gven on p.p 33-5 of Labour
Report, No. 8, and tor 1917 on py. 371-3 of Labour Report Na, 7.
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Food and Groceries (46 Commodities), Index-Numbers for Each of Thirty Towna,
with Weighted Average of Six Capital Towns,in 1911 as Base (= 1000)}—cont.’

QUEEXSLAND—INDRX-NUMDERS, BOUTH AUSTRAHA—INDEX-’N&B[I;ERS.
i : . IS N

. = - ) O 3 N . ] ko w -

AR AR AR AR RE

= 2 p =

|5 |Ag| 23| a3 (328|832 £ |3

= & ] 3 B‘ﬂg, - & g 42 B
1012 1,102 | 1,100 {1,142 | 1,202 | 1,144 1,1231 1,154 11,154 | 1,196 | 1,051 | 1,160 [ 1,152
1013 1,042 | 1,046 | 1,067 | 1,212 [ 1,073 | 1,060 (| 1,119 | 1,239 | 1,161 | L0621 | 1, 1,119
1914 1,078 | 1,088 | 1,145 | 1,266 | 1,088 | 1,102 || 1,215 ; 1,210 | 1,247 | 1,062 | 1,268 {1,212
1015 1,373 {1,405 | 1,420 | 1,546 [ 1,372 [ 1,306 || 1,487 | 1,506 | 1,560 | 1,323 | 1,504 | 1,380
1016 1,426 1,432 11,530 | 1,500 | 1423 [ 1,452 || 1,532 | 1,583 | 1,604 11,467 11,693 | 1,537
1817 1,405 | 1,380 | 1,427 [ 1,574 11,413 [ 1,420 || 1,445 11,535 [ 1,679 | 1,422 [ 1,552 | 1,467

1012 1eb Qbr. $1,085 | 1,115 £ 1,166 | 1,205 1,182 | 1,128 [ 1,100 | 1,108 {1,182 | 076 |1,125 | 1,100
and ., | 1005 {1,100 | 1,148 1,204 {10156 | 1,010 J| 1247 | 2,147 | 10202 | 1,017 | 1284 [ 1,748
ara o |1.105 {1,088 [ 1126 | 1283 (1,159 | 1122 | 1102 [ 17378 | 1'201 [ 10063 | 1180 | 1,188
gth o |LIIE | 15,095 | 1,132 | 1,200 | 1128 | 1,128 { 1,177 | 1,103 | 1,218 | 1,068 | 1,103 { 1,176

1013 1st'Gte. | 1,036 | 1,018 | 1,064 [ 1,283 [ 1,070 | 1,085 || 1,123 | 1,240 | 1,155 | 1,018 | 1,109 | 1,
L 11,060 | 1,047 | Y074 | 1,281 [ 1,118 1,076 || 1145 1,161 | 1188 | 17037 | 10118 | 1)144
Srd . | 2040 1,064 |1j052 | 1,102 | 1,058 | 1,006 | 17117 | 1,137 [ 1/162 | 1030 | 17117
an (1,025 | 1058 | 1078 | 10102 [ 1,041 | 2085 |{ 1090 | 1,119 | 1,142 | V080 (10028 | 1001

1914 1st Qbr. | 1,044 | 1,078 {1,130 | 1,218 | 1,000 .
‘and .. | L1058 | 1,056 [ 1,135 | 1,255 | 1,078 | 1,082 || 1,250 | 1,252 | 17255 | 1'066 | 1,291 [ 1246
sra . |1085 1080 [1)161 |1;252 | 1076 :
ath 0 |1)1zé | 1151 (1,186 | 1,388 (10114 17151 | 1283 | 1200 | 1,250 | 1,084 | 17294 | 1231

1915 1st Qtr. | 1,108 | 1,228 | 1,261 [ 1,423 |1, 5
2nd ,, 11,318 {1,360 | 1,361 | 1,668 1 1,260 | 1,347 || 1306 1,522 1,558 | 1,805 1 1,515
4rd ,, ] 1,450 | 1,433 {1,466 | 1,549 |1,
ath ,, 1,681 |1,648 |1,630 | 1,860 |1

.

1916 1st Qr. 11,551 1,554 | 1,663 [ 1,678 | 1,523 | 1,573 [ 1.550 | 1,601 | 1,648 | 1,481 11,508 | 1,556
i1

1917 1et Qtr. | 1,349 11,308 | 1,984 [1,5¢2 1,835 [ 1,364 [[1,476 {1,564 1,583 | 1,410 | 1,560 | 1,485
ond ,, {1,373 [1,352 11,400 12570 | 1,374 {1,391 { 1/269 [ 1)572 |1/605 | 1,441 [1,586 | 1,482
Srd . | 1219 |1ADL [ 10440 [ 1,675 | 10240 (1435 |[1,402 | 1019 {10552 |1.408 | 1521 [ 1416
ith . | 1430 110498 | 1473 | 1,810 1,508 | 1,402 || 1,432 {1,511 | 1,573 11,419 | 1,530 | 104 -
1917.. -7

Jenuary .. [1,380 | 1,300 | 1,360 | 1,531 | 1,830 {1,355 |1 1,467 | 1,858 | 1,578 | 1,407 | 1,656 | 1,477

February .. |1)353 | 311 (1,891 | 1549 | 1,332 | 1368 1| 1,480 | 1,506 | 1,582 17423 | 11560 | 1

March .. |1)355 | 1,312 17303 | 1,545 | 1,342 [ 1370 || 1,480 | 1.509 |1)504 |1/426 | 1.584 |1 400

Apnl L [1;364 | 1373 | 1,400 | 1)573 | 1,348 | 1,381 || L;485 | 1,570 | 1.600 | 1)438 | 1,573 | 1,495

May .. 110375 11,360 | 1,404 | 1,532 (1,369 | 1,394 || 1480 {1,573 | 1,603 | 1,445 | 1,554 | L,401

June Lo 11,280 | 1,372 | 1424 | 1,555 | 1406 11,390 11,441 11,571 1,613 {1,441 11,602 | 1,458

July L[ 1,380 [ 1,383 [ 1420 | 1,588 | Li400 {1,408 || 1390 (1,524 [ 10665 | 1,418 [ 1.637.| 11418

August . | 10414 | 1380 | 1427 | 1,569 | 10409 | 11426 || 1,401 [1)486 |1.558 | 1411 {1, 415

September | 1,459 {1,240 | 1,473 | 1672 | 10611 11,465 || 1.407 {10471 | 1)538 | 1396 | 1508 | 10418

Gctober .. 1485 117527 | 10474 [1,610 10523 [1)300 | 1,410 | 1,485 |1)561-| 1,402 | 5,512 | 1,430

November.. | 1478 [ 15510 11,467 | 1,622 [ 1,507 | £:402. | 11440 | 1,467 | 1,566 | L,404 | L}542 | 1,020
Decamnber | 1480 | 1,447 | 1,477 | 1587 | 1,478 | 10485 || 1,487 | 1,549 | 607 | 1,452 | 1,566 | 1,453

Index-numbetrs for each of tiv: months ‘of 1912 1913, 1914 and 1315 are gwen on p.p 33-5 of Labour
Report, No. 6, and for 1817 on pp. 371-3 Labour Report No. 7.
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_Food and‘i_imceries {28 Commodities), Index-Numbers for Each of Thirty Towns,
with Weighted Average of Six Capital Towns in 1911 ag Base (= 1000)—cont.

] . [
o o, -3
WERTERN ATUSTRALIA—INDEX-NUMBERS. TaASMANIA—INDEX-HUMBERS. -%3 H
B -
L]
3 ‘ T | 8|58
.| & |=88| 5 | 8 |3w £l g | 2| E |38 =28
- $1% |28 2151584 5§ 2 IR
] g3 7 |dEe 2 : a E1d e | X
mﬂsﬁgggobmgg 3 izkg| Rg |5
i 2 1 - -] =3
M| 29, s |F 2 2|8 . | Be
112 1,845 |1,677 |1,870 1,408 [1,410 1,418 [ 1,190 {1,125 }1,302 | 1,201 | 1,289 (1,182 | 1,129 | 1,140
10158 1,207 |10607 | 17301 1952 |1, 10344 [ 17164 {1,078 | 1:268 | 1,181 |1,291 | 1,140 | 17005 | 1108
193¢ {1,302 |1,854 {1,323 1,303 | 1,453 (1,382 {4,212 11,130 11,200 1,205 11,305 |1, 1144 |1)145
1915 1,483 |1'300 | 1)516 | 1,580 | 1,650 | 1,550 || 1,446 [ 1,408 | 1,571 | 1,612 | 1,581 | 1,450 | 1,416 [ 1,228
1016 1,542 11493 | 1,570 ) 1;606 | 1,662 11,608 111,623 11,504 . 1,662 11,611 | 1,661 ) 1,635 | 1,405 | 1,508
1917 | L1505 | 1,700 | 1,520 | 1,852 (1,626 | 1671 || 1,544 | 1.510 | 1,638 | 1,615 | 1,6477 1,648 | 1,472 | 1481
1912 1st Qtr. 1,301 | 1,669 | 1,310 | 1,365 | 1,338 [ 1,878 [ 1,003 | 1,021 {1,225 1,082 | 1,192 | 1,083 | 1,049 | 1,085
2ad Q 11408 | 1730 | 10435 (10ed) [ 1,430 | 1477 (12,146 | L120 (1,270 | 1,169 | 1,272 | 1'14n | 1211 | 11125
v l1388 | 17671 (1,408 | 1433 | 1436 | 1,435 (| 1,235 1,171 [ 1,329 | 1,287 {1,941 | 1226 | 1186 | 1,104
Ath . (130311, 1,364 1373 {1420 [ 1382 || 1288 | 1180 | 1)378 |La27 |1, 1,267 | 1160 | 1176
1013 166 Qbr. | 1,275 11,505 | 1,208 | 1,340 [ 1,384 1,340 || 1,058 | 1,062 (1,260 | 1,182 [1,280 | 1,142 13,000 1,108
21 Q‘, 1,200 |1'821 | 1.384 | 1'570 | 1,207 {10372 [ /188 1,287 {1,205 | 1,881 | 1171 [1'117 | v'1%0
srd . (1248 |1'622 |1.208 [ 71,850 | 1,387 | 1,334 }j 1,170 | 1j086 | 1,266 | 1,104 | 1] 1157 | 1091 1 1161
ath T |1245 [ 10500 | 17274 [1'328 17388 | 1,323 || 1,136 [1.051 | 1,259 | 1,148 {1,262 [1)125 | 1)070 | 1082
1914 18t Qtr. | 1,245 1,580 1,260 | 1,330 | 1,399 {1,320 || 1,162 | 2,075 | 1,245 | 1,349 [1,285 |1,14¢ | 1,104 [ 1,115
2n Q,, 1296 [1.617 (1,816 | 1'373 | 1420 [ 1’308 | 1’251 [1,133 | 1,280 | 1,008 | 17312 | 1)206 | 1'168 [ 1'168
» 11836 j1.893 | 1,358 | 1,481 j1,a82 15417 [|1,212 | 1,148 1,204 |1 282 1 10811 | 1201 {17151 | 17168
ith o [13%0 {r727 1,362 | 1,440 [1503 | a0 (12248 (1,170 | 1342 |2245 (1,300 | 1,550 | 17261 [11274
1015 1st Qtr. | 1,420 | 5,747 | 1,475 | 1,488 | 1,508 | 1,400 || 1,203 | 1,225 { 1,977 | 1,902 | 1,904 | 1,268 | 1,096 | 1,048
nd Q 1,508 | 1706 | 1681 | 1696 | 1,688 | 10676 || 1413 {1,348 | 1,510 [ 17488 [ 1628 | 1,405 | 364 | 1378
sl o | 1546 | 1,882 | 1571 | Less | I7i1 [ 10823 || 11541 {1528 | 1,713.| 1,647 | 1,670 [ 10650 | 1554 | 1 563
ah o |1460 {1812 [ 1,288 | 1)586 {1641 | 1542 (| 10534 | 1,623 | Leed| 1,608 | 1717 | 1585, | 1512 | 1624
1016 st Qbr. | 1,504 {1,823 | 1,582 | 5,610 { 1,678 {1,578 || 1,393 | 1,544 | 1602 | 1,628 | 1,687 | 1,500 | 1,640 | 1,549
n Q,, 1564 | 1,825 | 1,557 | 1654 | 1,676 | 1,623 [| 1655 1,580 | 1,600 | Ti662 | 1,701 | 1660 | 1610 | 1628
ard o 11,580 [1,851 [ 1,628 {10737 | 1,656 | L6ad || 1480 | 1475 | 1,635 | 1,605 | 1054 | 1] "470 | 1402
ath T | 1520 [1ved (1] 1,656 | 1598 | 1,684 [[ 1,452 | 1,450 1,598 | 1,550 | 1,600 [ 1,474 {1,446 | 1,459
1017 1st Qtr. | 1,500 | 1,765 11,526 | 1,648 | 1,608 | 1,560 1| 1,498 11,401 | 1,500 | 1,567 | 1,506 | 1,507 | 1,448 | 1,469
2nd | L,555 | 1780 | 1,572 1,725 | 1:631 [ 1600 || 17481 | 1,487 1,610 | 1,504 |1,e22 | 1,508 | 1j461 | 1,478
3rd., |1485 |1.790 | 1406 10671 {1,620 {1,557 || 1,533 | 1,603 | 1,632 | 1,629 | 1,602 | 1540 | 1,487 | 1,493
4th - | 1,480 | 1,834 | 1,485 [ 1,562 | 1,643 { 1,550 || 1,670 | 1,600 | 1,700 [ 1,670 (1,708 | 1:640 | 1,401 | 1,600
r
1917 .
January 1,494 1,781 | 1,533 | 1,637 | 1,602 | 1,564 || 1,527 [ 1,501 1 1,608 | 13560 | 1,502 | 1,628 | 1440 | 1,458
Fehruary .. |1.500 [ 1,742 [ 1,522 | 1853 | 1612 |1, 1,432 | 1,401 | 1,608 | 1564 [ 1,600 | 1502 | 1,452 | 1'462
March 1,505 | 13731 {1:624 [ 1,655 [ 1618 | 1,550 [[ 1}471 | 1'a70 | Li58¢ | 1,568 | 11505 | Lam | 1,468 | 1as2
April 1,535 | 17740 | 1,552 | 10677 11,621 | 1,584 Hl 1476 {1,485 | 1,507 (1,580 | 1,508 { 1]a06 | 1id62 | 1,473
May 1,686 | 1,700 | 1,808 [ 1,758 | 1,680 | 1,636 || 1,471 1,478 | 1:610 | 1,587.| 1,625 {1,494 | 1,460 | 1,473
June 11543 | Yig02 | 1,566 | 1745 | 1,642 | 1,605 [ 1407 | 11497 | 1,025 [ 1615 11,043 | 1’517 | 1460 | 1,473
July U |1510 | L7es (1502 | 10727 1 1,622 {1,677 [ 1,600 | 1,495 (1,628 | 1,610 | 1,641 | 1,518 | 1, 1470
August_ .. {1478 | 17792 | 1la83 | 1i665 | 1,610 | 1,551 | 1,583 | 1,502 | 1,626 | 1,606°| 11655 | 1590 | 1,408 | 1502
September 1,467 | 1,786 | 1492 | 1,620 | 17631 | 1542 [ 10566 | 10613 | 1638 | 1.670 [ 1,680 |1)505 | 1,604 | 17506
October 1:483 | 1,888 {1,408 | 1,569 | 1,625 | 1,563 || 1,620 {1,532 | 1,666 | 1,055 | 1,704 | 1.601 | 1600 | 1,508
November.. | 1,430 | 1,847 | 1482 | 1,567 | 1.642 { 1,562 (| 1:098 | 1,577 {17725 17680 | 10711 [ 1,661 | 1,484 | 1)503
December | 1477 {1,817 | 1,474 [ 1,550 | 1,059 | 1,658 | 1,084 | 1,672 [ 1,786 | 1,605 | 1,700 [ 1a58 {1,480 |19
Index-numbers for each of the months of 1912, 1918, 1914 and 1915 are given on p.p 33-5 of Labour Report, No. 6,

, and for 1017 on pp. 371-3 of Labour Report Xo. 7.



RETAIL PRICES, House RENT, aND PORGHASING.POWER oF Monmy. 33

" House Rents. Index-Numbers for Each of Thirty Towns, with ﬂamnr,an Average
of Six Capital Towns in 1911 as Base (= 1000},
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Y]
=
=3
=
(=]
b
=
e
_I—l‘
o
o
=
-3
=T
-

N.3.W.—I zoma.ﬁaaﬁmwm. _ VICTORIA—INDEX- N UMDERS.
- . . e PR I : | ¢ i g |2ad
Pof sl FlEEEE |8 86, 0
=1 = 2 [HWbs. B 2 ] = & ]
4 = 2 = S §2hY 2 2| ¥53
. Ale|® |88 3|48 Al & | g" g
1912 1.183 | 699" @80 ) 018, 683 (1,112 L016 | 834 | 650 ] 868 TH0 | 0¥
13 1,248 | 785 775 | 906 | 802 (1,179 11,080 | 630 | 674 | €60 | 778 [1,017
1914 1,270 | 783 | 617 1,067 | &35 “.noH 1,126 | 644 | 870 | BBT | 705 [1,048
L}
1

- 1912 1st Q1,116 | 070 ) 631 927 ] 650 (1,050 | 085 | 60 | 645 | s4d | 766 | 932
2nd ,, |L160 | 870 | 648 ( 927 | 650 {1007 (1,002 | 677 | 664 | £73 | 786 | o4p
. ard (1230 | 714 | 714 | 880 | 08 |1153 | 081 | 607 | 657 | sas | 736 | oes
dth (1,218 | 743 | 752 | 931 | 708 |1,148 ||1j0a7 | 582 | 670 | 867 | 769 | 978

1813 1at-Qtr.| 1,222
2nd , (1240 | 793 | 770 |1,020 | 774 (4176 (1,088 | 632 | 671 850 ] 776 [1,014
ard - ., (1,246 | 702 | 706 |1,010 | 836 11,180 || 1,000 | €32 | €75 ] 885 | 776 11,085
4th o, 11,275 | 783 | 780 |1,010 | 843 |1,204 1,105 ; 630 | 879 | 859 | 779 {1,030

1914 let Qtr.| 1,273 | 7831 779 (1,067 | 867 | 1,208 (1,120 | 64 | 473 | 820 | 204 [1,041
2nd ,, (1,288 | 7853 |. 780 (1,058 | "845 | 1,214 || 1,144 | 644 | 678 | 006 | 810 | 1,064
S, [1,2B5 | 73| Y41 |1,060 ( B34 | 1,212 1,147 ¢ 644 | 678 | 008 | T34 | 1047
4th (1,271 | 783 | 169 1,093 | B06 (1,176 )1,093 | 643 | 650 | 905 | 781 | 1,021

1916 1st Qir.[1,208 | 779 | 383
aml , [vzie | 770 | 454
Srd (1,214 | 784 | €21 {1,115 | 766 |17146 (|1
ath o 1,214 | 770 [. 626 {1008 | 763 |L145 Jja

1017 196 Qbe (1,218 [ Y71 | 630 |1,107 | 763 [1,ké4 i1,
and,, (L1213 | 770 | 645 1124 | 781 |10147 fi1,
sed o, (1212 | 771 ) ee0 [10124{ 782 [1inan f| 1]
ath o fvzen | 771! deg litias | 782 li1sefltiias | ez | 673 | 037 1 704 {1064

@cm_w.z_mu.bz_vluz_dux-z_uiuwwm. 80UTH AUSTRALIA—INDEX-NUMBERS.
] . . - AR

& g @ i P 3 =P = o -
)2 | 25| 82l 4 1353 & 1458 £ | = 3¢ .
IRAE YRR AR R

=k 2 E4-A -] s z ' T

2]

A2 | P B |Eegll X me glg & B

1912 804 809 705 601 803 T¥7 |1 1,180y 576 731 650 | 803 1,087
1013 863 731 .| 753 592 19 ) 814 [}1,125 | "6588 | 786 878 003 [ 1,003
1614 882 753 702 589 459 526 11,040 | 602 780 724 22 | . 992
1915 B59 Td4 750 586 620 803 432 612 815 718 848 891
10816 847 705 766 584 642 7 ¥30 GG 769 731 T80 809
1m7 859 | Y24 Y88 | 6821 711 | 815 859 | 701 (| 824 | 718 | w60 | 928
1012 1st Qie| 802 829 90 | Bil 202 747 {1,185 589 724 641 8205 | 1,091
-~ 2nd ,,| 804 | 820! e00’| eo0 | 765 | 777 [[1,172 | 580 | 724 | 641 | 805 |1,097

8k | 809 | 761 710 | 507 | 912 | 7E0 11,160 | 587 | 788 | 652 | 805 | 1,086
ah | 802 | W80 730 | 597 | 732 | 773 (1,145 | 586 | 787 | 667 | 796 |1,075

1913 1t Qbtr.| 28401 7797 748 [ 587 | 762 | 201 [|1,148 | 573 | 758 | 667 | 844 |1,078

dth | 891 726 | 763 | 593 | 447 | 830 [|1,003 | 596 | 808 | €05 | 30 |1,038

- 1914 1st Qbr,( 8821 740 | 957 § 588 | 647 | 824 |11,073 ] 570 | 823 | 703 ) 986 |1,023
2nd | 891 | 745 r 756 | 592 | 647 [ 831 [|1,089 | 618 ; 44| 722 [ 040 [1,021
3rd | 8001 76 766 | BBS | 676 | 533 || 1,062 | €24 | 8544 | 737 | 043 [1,008
d4th ,,| 865 | 76 767 | 685 [ 667 | 316 002 | 594 | 607 | 736 | 86D | 917

1016 1st Qtr.| 853 | 738 | 767 [ 587 | 627 | 204 042 | B8B | 607 | 713 | B65 | 899
2ndt | 868 ] 765 | 764 |° 585 | 630 | E£14 924 | 584 | 607 | 718 | 865 | €85
3ed ,, | 860 | 753 | 752 | 585 | 629 | a0 920 | 640 | 607 | 717 | H60 | SN0
46h ,, | 850 | 720 | 752 ) 585 | 630 ) 805 931 | 634 | 638 | 7221 704 | 802

1916 1ab Qtr; 841 | 730 752 | 680 630 | 793 828 | 651 | 686 | 7271 760 | &892
2 G, | B44 [ TOO L YTO| 585 0 630 F 795 920 | 661 | 764 | 733 | 760 898
Srd ,, | B4B ) GTQ | TT0 | 685 | 624 | 704 031 | 661 | 813 [ T34 | 760 | 002
4th | 853 | 719 | 70| 585 | 683 | 804 034 | 669 ) B13 | 732 | TEO | 905

1917 let Qtr.| 855 | 717 | 786 | ¢20.| 684 | 810 053 | 677 | Bl 713 | 780 | 921

Sce Remarks r¢ House Rents on b 41,



of 8ix Capital Towns in 1911 as-Baze (= 1000)~-cons.

38 Reran Prices, HousE RENT, ANJ; PurcHasING-PowER OoF MpONEY.
Houge Rents. Index-Numbers for Each of Thirty Towns, with Weighted Average-

WESTERY AUSTRALIA—INDBX-N UMBERS. T ASMANIA—INDEX-NUMBERS. %g g

- : ER BE1E34
2 =a =2 3 a . o -
2% N BET A 153 %%é 33 382
] HE-F- g ] -gg‘ 2 . 2 2 o§ ‘2B | dog,
-] - =] Oﬁ - 5 T w9 P wd | oo

CIEE A ] = g N 8 - O |5

\ & |7z s [F . a 2| 5 |F@a go | B
1912 880 | 843 767 674 11,033 ( 8606 829 a19 450 201 557 700 11,0083 894
- 1913 928 786 814 896 | 1,077 B892 887 824 442 284 967 804 | 1,118 1,042
1914 014 770 |, 700 707 | 1,117 879 914 847 335 251 614 20 | 1,185 | 1,054
1015 348 B09 707 G4) 1 0056 234 028 B7TY 200 244 873 £30 | 1,081 | 1,008
191G. 869 | S38 732 567 ] 51 028 8n3 204 208 686 843 | L,080 | 1.008
1917 874 836 708 537 953 852 951 895 288 200 627 §52 | 1,008 | 1,026
1912 1st Qbe. S50 865 721 6756 [ 1,009 | 847 812 £21 450 301 562 | 701 1,025, %02
2w 2o L, [ 859 845 7e7 876 11,000 | 864 81T 821 460 301 562 704 [ 1,056 | 986
> 5;‘_‘.3&[ o 000 830 785 870 11,083 | B70 41 841 810 450 287 553 772 1,080 | 1,003
v o4th o, | 913 814 796 677 11,020 | 8§84 847 824 451 273 549 779 11,088 | 1,014
1913 Yat Qir | -914 239 | 811 682 11,068 | 801 02 828 461 204 558 809 | 1,102 | 1,029
2nd | 924 773 8156 601 | 1,082 ) 886 888 225 61 264 550 02 | 1,117 | 1,041
3rd ,, | 930 774 815 697 (1L,080 1 801 884 | 827 61 204 652 800 | 1,120 | 1,045
4h ,, | 947 760 814 715 | 1084 | 000 a0l 828 383 264 563 #06 11,185 | 1,055
- 1014 1st Qir.| 021 704 796 712 (1,130 823 and | 834 375 264 560 800 | 1,135 | 1,088
Ly 2nd | 923 Fii ] T95 724 11,151 286 911 843 348 248 {22 817 | 1,148 | 1,088
8rd .| M7 770 795 702 | 1,177 885 919 856 312 2458 638 585 | 1,147 | 1,067
ah o |o208 | 770 | 7TY5 | 600 |1011{ 862 || 024 | 856 | 305 | 244 | 636 827 (1110|1027
1915 1st Qtr.] &69 208 758 693 |1,019 | 85171 923 856 300 244 636 227 11,088 | 1,010
2ol ,, |0 S48 | 817 758 858 902 833 429 887 300 244 686 843 | 1,081 | 1,008
o | 830 | 804 758 841 987 826 920 887 300 244 &8s 843 | 1,078 {1,003
4th ,, | 842 | BO7 759 572 981 B27 931 887 207 244 680 844 (1,077 | 1,009
1614 1st Qte,| 370 §38 738 ] 078 252 020 802 200 210 686 832 1 1,077 | 1,004
2ad ,, 869 837 734 560 Di3H 851 924 293 201 210 6Aa6 841 1,078 | 1,008
drd ,, 808 839 736 570 72 231 928 593 201 210 856 843 | 1,080 11,0010
4th ., BGS | 830 [ 7194 550 050 | 840 WMol 891 1 300 1 2100 836 | 849 11.084 11.014
P st Qir, | 872 835 7L 542 | uhY 351 [T AR T I T AT U253 | San | Lud2 | 1081
2nd ,, 872 B37 707 542 Bal 831 961 303 2040 199 G23 451 | 1,002 | 1,021
grd 875 837 707 536, | 050 852 053" 205 280 109 626 852 1,009 | 1,027
4th ,, 875 837 708 526 052 853 956 809 280 205 | 626 855 11,109 | 1,036

Purchiasing-Power of ‘Money. {(Food, Groceries and House Rent Combined).
Index-Nombers for each of Thirty Towns, with Weighted Average for Six
" Capltal Towns in 1911 as Base (= 1000). -

N.9.W.—INDEX-NUMBERS. VI0TORIA—INDEX-NUMBERS.

| 2 : | o8 lee. 3 s % 1.8 ;
Es @ = .
AR IR R £ £ 84|38
3 gm0 2 | 2 |Be4l 2 3 | B398
a3 8| 2|3 g 3 3 | & |BhF
= 3 |EE o E |E=
1012 1,148 | 955 ;1,080 | 1,042 | 919 | 1,125 1,055 | 914 926 098 | -0ab | 1,033
1913 1,178 | 988 | 1,110 [ LO87 [ 950 [1,166 || 1,05 865 | 900 ) 972 1,023
1914 - 11,206 ) 994 11,068 | 1,180 | 997 | 1,179 | 1,1 4 | 922 1,012 | 950 11,078
1m5 1,323 | 1,147 | 1,087 | 1,274 | 1,104 7 3,295 || 1,277 | 1,111 | 1,110 | 2,182 | 1,157 | 1,249
1916 1304 11,208 (1,282 11 350 | 1,178 1,370 |} 1,300 | 1,12¢ | 1,118 | 1,233 | 1,185 | 1,270
1917 1,407 | 1,222 315 11,388 1 1,198 | 1,883 || 1,294 | 1,083 | 1,003 | 1,221 | 1,168 | 1,242

1912 let Qtr.[2,080 | 901 |1,022 | 989 | 857 1,049 || 987 | B45 | 863 | o037 | 890 | 968
d o, | 1,123 | 925 {1,040 11,0111 893 {1,000 [|1,041 ) 001 | 922 | 931 | 920 |1,020

$rd L, 1L209 ] 607 | L102 | 1,045 | 050 11,181 || 1,105 | 9301 962 | 1,081 | @59 |[1,083

. 4th ,, | 1,104 11,000, {1,140 | 1,128 | 965 |1,171 || 1,086 | 952 | 008 [1,036 | 063 [1,065

1913 Jet Qbr.| 1,71 ) 980 (1,093 [1,0861 935 11,148 {1,040 | 8T8 | 928 | 902 | D40 !1,028
" 2o B 1,130 1,060 .| 984

4th ,, 11,174 | 977 |1,111 {1,069 | 966 |1,161 || 1,043 | B4l | 867 | o47 | 020 {1,012

) 1914 1at Qtr,[1,201 |- 976 {1,109 {1,102 | 979 |1,174 || 1,008 | 870 | 801 | 0521 040 [1,004
2nd ,, | 1,214 (1,001 {1,158 {1,342 | 1,008 [1,190 {1,128 [ 907 | 958 |1,040 | 985 |Look

»iLizod | oo | 10125 17120 | Tegs (10183 ih11Z0 | 920 | 032 [1.020 | 064 (1
ath 5 1,208 ]1,001 | 879 [1)1a6 | o975 (10169 1106 | 920 | es0 [1.086 | 966 |L07

1

1

1

1915 186, Qtr. 1,220 1,060 | ocs [1,160 | 1,013 [1,201 |1,197 | 970 | 978 {1,055 |1,008
2nd ,, [ 1,269 [1,005 |1,088 | /217 [ 1j066 |1,234 {17261 | 1,094 | 1,088 11155 1135
srd ,, |1,406 (1,213 {1134 [1346 | 1,173 | 1,375 111,377 | 1;210 |1,230 | 10278 [1,271

- dth (1,400 |1}310 | 1181 1364 | 13172 | 17872 (| 1322 |1)182 |1)xa? {1287 (17214 | 1,206

1016 1st Qbr| 1,410 1,223 11,212 11,336 [ 1,172 | 1,880 || 1,337 | 1,148 | 1,161 {1,254 3,203 {13306

znd ,, | 1,308 [ 1,202 | 1,263 | 1362 [ 1085 [ 1,368 |[ /319 10146 [ 1136 | 1258 | w196 | 1301

- Srd . |1,388 | 1,212 | L,a25 | 1,361 | 1,180 [ 1,868 |[ 1,300 | 1,210 | ;005 | 17224 | V182 | 1)y
ath 11374 | 1,197 11,327 ) 1341 | 1,175 | 1354 |1 10290 {1l002 | 1002 | 17185 | 17163 | 1240

1907 Ls6Qer, | 1,841 {1,211 | 1,522 £,35211,178 1,3151} 1,230'1,083 LUTT 1,213 11,150 | 1,540

end ,, |1,386 {1,217 |1,331 [1)334 |1 1 X
-3rd ., (1434 |1;220 |1,208 |1)822 (1,197 | 1,468 { 1,300 | 1,078 1,096 | 1,221 (1,172 | 1,266

dth ., 11425 11.233 11,308 |1 344 11,208 11400 1,308 [1.087 | 1098 11,219 1,169 1:273
* See remarka re House Ront on page 41,
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Purchasing-Power of Money.
Index-Numbers for e

37

(Foed, @roceries and House Rent Combined.)
ach of Thirty Towns, with Weighted Average for Six Capital
Towns in 1811 az Base (=1000).—cont.

QUEEYSLAND —I¥DEX-NUMBELRS,

S0UTH A USTRALIA—INDEX-NUMBERS.

- . o - g .
- o - P - o - . ) 3 o= L) -
£ | 8 b .5 Ba ﬂ;mnm £ 14281 £ | 2 | 5 |38,
] B m. 51 € 54l =2 Akl = B4 B A
. 2] 8 S| EE| B |BBE| S 1983, 5 ! 8| & |84
=l & 8= ) L] Koa =
. & 2 | EofEegl 3 RSE| 2] 4 |8 Be
1012 979 | 947 | 062 11,008 11,004 ) 981 1,167 ( 017 | 1,004 | B7¢ 1,004 1,126
1913 060 | 024 | 940 | 957 [ 928 ) os0 |I512L | QL3 [1,008 | -850 11,024 (1,096
1414 997 | 050 | 985 | 988 | 012 | 088 (11143 | 960 |1,055 | 923 |1,126 (1,122
1315 1,109 {1,133 | 1,154 { 1,151 | 1,087 | 1,066 || 1,359 | 1,138 [ 1,173 | 1,100 | 1,234 |1,243
L9LG 1,188 11,128 | 1,216 {1,182 [ 1,002 1182 |[ 1,285 {1,204 [ 1,261 (1,185 | 1,251 | 1,275
1917 1,181 | 1,116 [ 1,163 | 1,187 | 1,124 | 1,172 || 1,245 (1,193 | 1,269 (1,132 | 1,226 |1,239
1912 st Qor.| 975 | 998 | 970 [1,084 ) 995 | o080 3,127 | 805 | 9az | 338 | 993 |1,008
ond ,, | 076 | 980 | 980 |1,009 | 005 { 970 11,167 | 918 (1,006 | 862 | 099 (1,126
grd | 984 | 954 | 955 |1,001 {1,058 { 921 11,188 | 935 1,008 | 204 (1,032 (1,146
ath .| 934 | 986 | 967 |1,010 | 985 | 982 [|1,164 | 943 [L,017 | 804 |1,030 {1,135
1913 1st Qbr.| ofe | 920 | 034 | 962 | o40 | 951 (1,193 | 007 ) 092 | 874 (1,000 {1,104
- 2nd ] o978 | 930 | 045 | 969 | 066 | 9060 (1,146 | 927 |1,014 | 839 (1,026 [1,118
3rd | 086 | 923 | 932 o047 | 917} 955 11,116 o912 [1,013] £88 |L048 [L002 -
dbh .| 976 | 022 | 048 | 045 | 870 | 962 [[1,002 | 004 [1,005( 868 |1,025,|1060
1914 16t Qbr.| 977 | 939 | 9651 050 | 008 | 969 ]1,118 | "013 11,022 | BYG 1,072 | 1,094
2nd ,,| 990 | 028 | 973 | 983 | 898 | 979 [[1,176 | H89 |1086 | 925 [1,147 1,163
! Srd” ,, (1,006 | 943 | 999 [ 978 | "912 | 003 [1,166 | 981 |1,103 | 982 1,164 |1,137
dth ,, (1,018 | 902 (1,014 (1,020 |° 030 |1,013 || 1,122 | 957 |1,009 | 840 |1,120 |1,102 -
1015 1st Qte [1,058 | 1,026 | 1,065 [1,079 { 077 | 1,081 | 1,102 {1,024 | 1,076 | 998 |1,162 | 1,145
2nd ,, (1,182 | 1,111 | 1,116 | 1,155 {1,060 [ 1,128 || 1,267 | 1,136 [ 1,164 1,117 | 1,248 | 1,250
srd ., 11,208 1101831 1,178 {1,163 11,008 | 1,194 11,325 | 1,220 [ 1,285 | 1,177 1 1,304 | 1,810
4th | 1,285 [ 1,212 1,269 {1,215 | 1,183 {1,246 || 1,282 | 1,174 {1,212 | 1,148 | 1,234 | 1,268
1016 st Qtr.|1,259 | 1,916 | 2,280 11,227 | 1,156 | 1,252 |l 1,295 | 1,205 | 1,258 | 1,171 | 1,25% | 1,283
and ,, | 1,205 1,144 [ 1,247 | 1,209 11,107 | 1,201 || 1,300 (1,220 [1,282 | 1,192 | 1,273 | 1,209
. ard ., | 1,147 | 1,090 | 1,160 | 1,142 | L0685 (1,141 | 1,278 | 1,202 | 1,256 | 1,162 | 1,246 | 1,209
4th ., {1,140 | 1,083 | 1,160 |3,147 {1,077 {1,185 | 1,257 1,188 | 1,251 {1,134 | 1,231 | 1,249
1017 1st Qbr, (1,146 | 1,085 | 1,138 | 1,163 | 1,088 {1,137 | 1,261 | 1,200 | 1,269 |1,128 11,231 ;1,253
Snd ,, (L1683 [1,095 1,153 | 1,181 | 1,006 {1,154 || 1,257 | 1,216 | 1,285 | 1,042 1,246 | 1,252
srd 5, 1180 1,126 | 1171 11,189 | 1,142 | 1,180 [ 1,221 {1,171 |1,254 |1,122 1,208 {1,218
S dth ., 1,225 11,179 (1,100 11,215 (1,191 | 1,215 [l 1,242 11,188 11,267 11,134 11,219 |1 236
WESTERN AUSITALIA—INDEX-NUNBERS, TASMANLA—INDEX- NUMBERS, m.n._ ]
< - BB | Bo
L=} -»
.1 Ba . 3 | Eg | Edd
ol 8 1eEE sl 8B s | & mm,aa-x
AR RS AR §19 3|58 72 388
S| 5 |283 5| ¢ |3l 5| &| 5| £ |F8E BE|%se
- . N 1]
& FE8] A | & B3 = BRGNS
1912 L19411,934 11,1281 1,104 1 1,285 1 1,181 1,042 | 000 ¢ 052 | BL7 | 988 1,012 | 1,101 1,080
1913 10128 [1,270 | 1,101 {1,082 | 1,250 | 1,158 | 1j068 | ov1 | 9238 | so4 | 980 1,007 |1,104 | 1,080
1014 1,143 1,201 | 1,104 | 1,111 | 1,815 | 1,175 |{ 1,000 [1L,014 * 898 | 813 /1,021 |1,041 1,140 1,113
103 1,122 [ 1,392 | 1,264 | 1,394 | 1,386 | 126K [ 1,233 | 1,100 | 1,048 [ 961 | 1,208 | 1,199 | 1,278 | 1,265
1018 1,206 | 1,418 | 1,226 (1,214 | 1,372 1,207 1,278 | 1,252 | 1,005 (1,034 (1,260 {1,251 | 1,324 1,301
1917 1,246 | 1,398 (1,186 | 1,193 | 1,349 [ 1,275 (| 1,301 | 1,258 | 1,083 | 1,034 {1,228 {1,261 { 1,318 | 1,204
1912 1s6 Qtr. 1,116 | 1,333 | 1,088 {1,082 1,208 | 1,140 || 978 | o930 | o07v {1 761 | o8| 951 (1048 1,023
= gmd L | 1184 11,873 | 10146 [ 1,126 | 1,266 [ 1,222 41,010 | 091 | 937 | 806 | 980 | 091 |1,087.|1,068
ae 3rd L, | 10176 1,326 | 1,150 | 1,120 1,291 (1,210 {1,073 | 1,023 | 068 | B46 1,017 11,040 | 1,146 [1,120
" ath ,, [1)143 {1,306 | 1,130 [ 1,087 | 1,285 (1,177 || 1,107 |1,038 | 997 | £94 (1,022 {1,086 | 1,130 [1,110
1918 1st Qbr. 1,126 1,284 {1,008 1,075 | 1,262 | 1,150 [[ 1,068 | 964 | 951 | 806 | 983 {1,005 | 1,101 | 1.078
eod ,, 1,145 | 1,272 [ 1,121 | 1,001 | 1,278 |1,172 [11,064 | 981 | 947 { 819 {1,012 (1,010 |L117 | 1,083
3rd , 110118 1,274 [ 1,100 | 1,087 [ 1.261 1,152 || 1,058 | 978 | 935 ( 8121 986 !1,010 {1,108 | 1,078
dth . (1,128 | 1,240 | 1,085 11,076 | 1,251 |1,149 {| 1,041 | 050 | 899 | 782 | 975 | 994 1,006 | 1,071
1914 1st Qtr. 1,112 | 1,245 | 1,060 [ 1,076 | 1,288 {1,141 | 1,056 | 976 | 887 | 786 | '087 | 1,008 | 1,117 | L8O
2nd ,, | 1,143 {1,260 | 1,101 | 1,106 | 1,814 | 1,170 []1,099 | 1,014 | 897 | £04 |1,020 (1,046 |1,154 (1,127
ard o | 1164 | 1,814 | 1,125 | 1,131 | 1,357 | 1,197 {11,091 {1,026 | 801 | 828 | 1,084 |1,046 |1,150 | 1,124
4th . (1,152 | 1,334 (1,121 {1,381 | 1,302 | 1,101 [| 1,112 | 1,041 | 9016 | 884 |1,034 {1,084 11140 | 1,113
1015 1st Qir.}1,108 [ 1,361 | 1,178 | 1,158 1 1,950 11,231 {11,141 11,073 ] 934 | 867 | 1,088 | 1,005%1,174 1 1151
and ,, 11,235 | 1,304 {1,211 | 1,211 | 1,402 | 1,270 [l 5,214 | 1,159 {1,012 | 933 | 1,170 [1,174 | 1,247 (1,226
srd ., |1,265 (1,430 [ 1,237 1,232 [ 1,413 | 1,206 | 1,200 11,266 | 1,132 | 1,071 | 1,271 |1,204+11,858 | 1,333
ath 7 |1206 [1,399 | 1,188 | 1,170 | 1,370 {1,248 || 1,286 {1,262 | 1,114 {1,083 | 1,203 | 1,262 | 1,383 | 1,310
1016 ist Qe 1,243 | 1,418 [ 1,200 | 1,189 {1,300 | 1,280 || 1,817 | 1,276 | 1,116 | 1,045 | 1,276 | 1,281 |1,35¢ | 1,325
2nd -, | 1,278 1,419 | 1,219 [ 1,208 {1,386 | 1,305 |[ 1,206 1,574 [ 1,115 11,050 | 1,284 | 1,270 | 1,338 | L.310
3rd | 10287 11,435 | 1,258 | 1357 [ 1,375 | 1,318 || 1,256 | 1,236 | 1,087 11,032 | 1,256 | 1,234 11,318 | 1,204
4th {1262 {1,402 {1,210 | 1,206 | 1,335 [ 1,282 || 1,343 | 1,224 {1,062 | 1,005 | 1,224 | 1,217 | 1,300 | 1,278
2007 156 Qer, | 1,242 | 1,877 1,191 } 1,104 (1,342 | 1,269 | 1,268 | 1,246 | 1,066.[ 1,004 | 1,198 [1,236 | 1,308 | 1,278
Y 1,217 | 1,238 | 1,851 | 1,207 (| 1,263 | 1,243 | 1,068 11,021 | 1,218 1,235 | 1,309 | L287
3rd | 1o67 (11,205 1,253 | 1,076 | 1,041 1,236 | 1,257 | 1,328 | 1,301
4th ,, 1.260 {11,377 11,230 (1,122 11,068 11,264 11,317 | 1,334 11,310

* Hes remarks r# House Rent on page 41,
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(i.) Food and Groceries (46 commodities).—Information as to varia- -
- tions in prices of Group I. (Groceries), Group II. (Dairy Produce), and
Group ITI. (Meat) are collected monthly, and in.the tables on pp. 32
to 34 the index-numbers for the combined expenditure on the three
groups are given ab yearly, quarterly, and monthly intervals.

. (ii) House Rent.—Information as to variations in housing accom-
modation is collected: quamterly, and index-numbers at yearly and quar-
terly penods are given in the tables on pp. 30 and 36,

(iii.) Foed Groceries, and House Rent combined. —The tables on
pp. 36 and 37 furnish comparisons in the form of index-numbers of
the variations in the combined expenditure on the 46 items of food and
groceries and housing accommodation ab yearly and quarterly periods
“for 1912 to 1917 inclusive. It should be observed that the index-num-
- bers in these tables are comparable in every respect in so far
as they relate to the capital towns with those given on page 27 for the
respective groups,-and where they relate to the same period are of course
identical in both tables. Thus for the years 1812 to 1917 inclusive, the
index-numbers for the six capital towns are (as they should be) the -
same in both sets of tables. ’ -

The last columns in each of the above tables refer to the weighted
average for the thirty towns. The method of computing these weighted
average index-numbers is explained in Report No. 1, page 35. The
population weights used in the computations are as follows —

Population Weights used in Computation of Index-Numbers shewing Cost of Living
in different Towus, with weighted average for all Towns as Base {= 1000%

[]

o - 3 = o3 -
k| = =

‘ToILm. %ﬂ Town. %‘ Town .5' Town. - E’ Tows., fg' , Town. ‘§
.\ o
‘= E e B E B [
ney ..1033 (Melbourne |500 [Brishane (140 |Adelaide |190 |Perth, ete. 105 |Hobart 42
weastle | 62 [Ballarat §3 /T'woomba | 20 [Eadinaete| 12 [Ealgiie, et.c 51 Launceaton| 26
Br’ken HUL| 31 |Bendigo 44 |R'k'hmton | 21 |Pt. Firie 11 ?J 7 [Q'nstawn <]
Goulburn | 13 |Geel 84 |Chtra Twrs| 17 [Mt.Qamb'r| 7 l?tl.mln.u-aur 4 han i
Bathutrst 9 [W'nammbo'l| 9 |[Warwick & |Petershurg | 3 Gernldwn 4 (Beac'nafleld| 3

(iv.) Care to Avoid Erroncous Comparisons.—It is, of course, ob-
vious that the index-numbera given in the separate parts of the table
cannot be directly compared with each other, in order to shew the re-
lative cost: of {say) house rent and groceries and food, since the weighted
average cost in 1911 is in each case made equal to 1000, although the
cost is; of course, not the same. .

7. Relative Cost of Food and Groceries and Housing Accommodation
- in Different Towns, 1917.—The figures given in the following table

shew the relative index-numbers for 1917 in the thirty towns for
. which particulars are regularly ocollected. The index-numbers are
comparable in all respects, and further, it will be observed that the index-
. numbers in the last column of the table are identical for each town with
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those given in the table on pages 36-7 for the year 1917. The first column
gives the relative expenditure on groceries and food. The second, third,
fourth, and fifth columns give comparative information with regard to
expenditure on house rent for hotuses of four, five, and six rooms, and for
all houses respectively, while the remaining columna give similar infor.
mation for food aid groceries, combined with house rent of each class
of house indicated.

1917.—Index-Numbers, shewing Relative Cost in each of Thirty Towns, of Food and
Grooeries and House Rent (incluoding 4, 5, and 6-roomed Houses, and all Houses),
ecompared with Weighted Average Ezpenditure on (@Groceries, Food and Rent
(all Houses) in the Bix Capital Towns in 1911 as Base (= 1000). .

. | GRoCERIES, FOOD AND RENT,
HOU3E RENT, INOLUDING HOUSES HAVING—
Grocer- Al Al
Towx, itannd | Four- | Five- | Six- [Howees Hougen
Food. |reomed { roomed| roomed| Weight-| Four | Five 8ir  (Weight-
Houses| Honees| Houees)  ed | Rooms.| Rooms.| Roome.| -ed
B . only. | only. | only. | Aver- Aver-
age. age,
NEW SDUTB Wu.ns— : -
Sydney .. 007] 380 | 4707 50| 500 | 1,208 | 1,377 | 1,457 | 1,407
Newcastle L 908 240 326 404 316 | 1,144 [ 1,232 | 1,310 | 1,222
Broken Hills +o| 1,047 242 422 391 268 | 1,280 | 1,360 | 1438 | 1,315
Goulburn .. .| 88 306 402 545 460 | 1,184 | 1,230 | 1,423 | 1,338
Bathurst . .. 374 215 289 377 $18 | 1, 089 | L163 | 1,251 | 1,183
Welghted Average .. 012 367 449 520 |. 471 | 1,279 |- 1,361 | 1,441 | 1,383

VICSORIA—

Melbourne .. . 832 330 | -421 518 462 | 1,142 | 1,253 | 1,350 | 1,204
Ballarat .. .| #2565} 1a8| 217 290| 268 | 'ses | Loaz | 1,115 | L083
Bendige . .. 820 j - 172 330 329 864 | 1,001 | L1059 | 1,158 [ 1,093
Geslong . e 836 228 331 449 385 | 1,062 | 1,167 | 1,285.} 1,221
Warrnnmbool . 842 238 311 369 34 L 078 | 1,153 1,211 | 1,168
Welghted Average .. 832 301 388 485 . 430 | 1,182+ 1,220 | 1,317 | 1,262
URERBLAND— .

e Brlebane . .. 8281 225 203 S04 353 1 1,053 | 1,121 | 1,222 | L,181
Toowoeomba Ul os1d| 10| =241 | 28zl 207 | Tobe [T1,060 | LIl | 1,116
Rockbhampton e 240 204 280 343 323 ) 1,044 | 1,100 | 1,133 { 1,183
Charters Towera .. 927 207 267 335 280 | 1,134 |-1,194 | 1,262 | 1,187
Warwick - .. .. 832 160 229 325 -29'2 983 | 1,061 | 1,15% { 1,124
Weighted Average .. 837 |* 215 280 370 335 | L0522 | L,117 | 1,207 | 1,172

BOUTH AUSTRALIA— ' -
Adelaide .. .. 851 291 385 48§ 394 | 1,142 | 1,236 | 1,337 | 1,245
Moonta, ete. ‘e 904 104 201 372 280 | 1,085 | 1,195 | 1,276 | 1,193
Port Plrie* .. .t 230 299 301 408 380 | 1,229 | 1,201 | 1,338 | 1260
M$. Gambler N 838 214 263 356 294 ¢ 1,034 | L,101 | 1,194 [ 1,132
Petersburg .. . 914 237 318 369 312 | 1,151 ¥ » 1,226
Welghted Average .. ase 283 374 471 881 (1,141 | L2382 ) 1,320 | 1,239

WESTERN Ausnuu— ' - .
Perth . anT 302 374 459 359 | 1,138 | 1,261 ; 1,346 | "1,24¢
Kalgoorlie ato. .| L054 358 143 6528 344 | 1,413 | 1,497 | 1,680 [ 1,398
10, Junction e 895 |° 233 307 366 201 | 1,127 | 1,202 | 1,261 | 1,186
Bunbury .. 973 217 271 330 220 | 1,190 | 1,244 | 1,303 | 1,193
Geraldton .. e 058 357 450 549 361 | 1,815 | 1,408 |' 1,507 | 1,349
Waighted Avernge .. 026 | 310 385 407 | . 349 | 1,286 | 1,311 | 1,393 [ 1275

TASMANIA— . . ) - .
Hobart .. . 910 307 374 452 a0l | 1,217 | 1,284 [-1,362 | 1,301
Taunceston .. ..| 800 | 256 ]. 354 | a422| 368 | 1,146 | 1244 | 1312 | 1258

ehai ] 965 | 15| 181 | 107 | ms | rooo| 112 { 1162 | 1083
Beaconsﬂeld 4 .. 951 &6 a4 108 83 | 1,017 | 1,025 | 1,059 | 1,034
.Queensto\vn N 970 278 323 g 258 | 1,248 | 1,203 | 1 +346 | 1,228
Weighted Average .. 012 271 842 412 349 | 1,183 | 1,254 | 1,324 | 1,261
Commonweslth - '

Weighted Average .. a3 513 405 483 | - 421 | 1,186 | 1,268 | L3% | 1.284

* Ses Bemarks on page 41 with referenca to house rents.
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The weighted average for all houses is obtained separately for each
of the thirty towns by * weighting”’ the rent paid for each class of house
by the number of houses in each respective class in each town. If
houses:of only one particular size are included, different results may be
obtained. This is evident, when it is remembered that the distrilution
of houses according to number of rooms is substantially different- in
some of the towns; that is to say, there are a grdater number of large,
and therefore of relatively more expensive, houses im some towns than
in others, and wvice versa, and consequently the weighted average rents
in the former class of town refer to a larger size of house than in the
latter class.  Separate results are accordingly given for the several
classes of Louses specified in the table. '

The figures in the last four columms furnish results for expenditure
on groceries and food, combined with expenditure on’ rent, for each of
the three classes of houses indicated, and also for the weighted average
for all houses. .

Some few words as to the proper interpretation of the preceding
table may not be out of place.  The total cost of living in each town for
food and groceries, as well as the average rental paid, is multiplied
by a number representing -the population of the town, and a weighted
average expenditure for all towns is thus computed. The -weights nsed
are given on page 38. The relative expenditure in each town for (a)
food and groceries, {b) house rents, and (¢) food, groceries, and house
rent combined, is shewn, the base of the table being the weighted aver-
age expenditure in the six capital towns for 1911 = 1000. Thus in each
horizontal line the sum of the index-namber for food and groceries and
that for rent of houses of each specified size is equal to the index-number
for food, groceries, and house rent combined, taking the corresponding
house-rent group., The table is comparable in all respects, and in
addition shews the proportionate cost of food ahd groceries and of
rent. For example, taking the last line in the table on the preceding
page, it may be seen that taking the weighted average expenditure for
all the towns on food, groceries, and average rents to be £1294, the
expenditure on focd and groceries alone is £873 {lst column), and the
average rental £421 (5th column}, the sum of ‘the two latter amounts
being £1294. Again, if it be desired to ascertain the relative expendi-
ture for food and groceries and rent of four-roomed.houses, it will be
found the figures are £873 .and £813, which, together amount to £1186
(6th column). TIn addition to shewing the relative cost of food and
groceries and house rent (for diffierent elasses of houses) in each town in-
dividually, the table also furnishes eomparisons as’to the relative cost of
these items as between the several towns. Thus taking food and gro-
ceries only (st column}, it may be seen that commadities which would
cost £907 in Sydney can be purchased for £832 in Melbourne, or £851
in Adelaide. Again, taking the combined expenditure on food, gro-
ceries, and house rent for houses of five rcoms (7th column), it will be
seen that an expenditure of £12583 in Melbourne is equivalent to an
expenditure of £1377 in Sydney, £1236 in Adelaide, £1497 in Kalgoorlie,
or £1408 in Geraldton. - :



-F

- N .
ReratL Prices, HoUse RENT, aND PuRcHasING.Power oF Moxey. | 41

The index-numbers are reversible, and may be used for compari-
sons as to purchasirig-power of money as between any of the towns in-
oluded. Thus if it be ascertained that the average rental of five-roomed
hkouses in Melbourne is, say, 16s. weekly, and the average rental of the
same class of house in Sydney is required, sl that is necossary is to multi-
ply the rental in Melbourne by the index-number for five-roomed houses
in Sydney and divide by the index-number for Melbourne (3rd column),
185. 0. x $3% = 17s.10d., which will be found to be the average rental
of five-roomed houses in Sydney (sek Appendix I1.},

(t.) Food and Groceries.—As rega.rds food and groceries it may be
seen that the weighted average of the five towns was above the weighted
average for all towns for 1917 in New South Wales, Western Australia
and Ta,sma,nia, and lower in the remaining States. The most expensive
towns are Kalgoorlie in Western Australia, and Broken Hill in New South
Whales, Kalgoorlie being' 20.7 per cent., and Broken Hill 19.9 per cent.

", above the weighted average for all towns.

(ii.) House Rent.—Tt will. be seen that taking house rents of any |
gize of house given, or of the weighted average of all houses, Sydney,
Melbourne, Goulburn and Geraldton are the most expensive towns, while .
Beaconsfield and Zeehan, in Tasmania, are the cheapest.

With referenco to house-rents in Broken Hill and Port-Pirie, it is
necessary to observe that for some time after the outbreak of war a number
of houses were occupied at purely norinal or reduced rentals by families
of which the wage-carner was out of employment. It was not until the
latter hal of 1916 that enquiries elicited the fact that normal con-
ditions again obtained. It must be borne in mind, therefore, that for
the yoars 1914, 1915 and 1916 the average rents in these towns have
been computed in accordance with spocnl nwest.wat.lons wh.lch have been
made each quarter,

(iii.) Food gnd Groceries und House Rent combined.—The last column
in the foregoing table shews the relative cost aceording to average prices
of the commodities and housing accommodation in each town during 1917,
It may bg seen that the average cost was greatest in Sydney, followed by
Kalgoorlie, Geraldton and Goulburii. The index-number for Sydney
was 8.8 per cent., Kalgoorlie 8.0 per ¢ent., Geraldton, 4.2 per cent., and
Goulburn 3.4 per cent above the welghted average cost for all towns.
The cost was least in Zeehan and Beaconsfield, 16.3 and 20.1 per cent.
respectively below the_weightcd average cost for all towns.

8. Purchasing-Power of Monsay.-—In the fo]Jowmg table the averige
cost for the six capital towns in the year 1911 has again been taken as base,
This base has been taken as equal to 20s, instead of 1000 as in the former
tables. The figures shew the variations in purchasing-power of money
froin year to year in each town separately {(in the vertical lines), and the
relative cost in the soveral towns in each year (in the horizontal lines):
It may be seen, fur instance, that 20s. 7d. in Sydney in 1911 was
equivalent to 18s. 4d. in Brisbane, or 19s. 1d. in Hobart; or that 25s. 94,
in Melbourne for the second gquarter of 1917 was equlvalent to 153, 5d.
in Brisbane in 1901, or 22s. 6d. in Perth in 1913. .
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Purchasing-Power of Money.—;-ﬁmounts nocessary on the Average in each Year

from 1901 to 1918 (Isé Quarter) to purchase in each Capital Town what

-would "have cost om the Average £I in 1911 in tho"AustraIian Gamtala
regarded ss a whole.*

N ) Weightad
Year, Sydoey. | Melbrne BrishanelAdelaids) Perth. [ Hobart. | Averagoofs
- Copitnl Towns
v, d e d. )8 d{s 48 d.| s d 8 d.
1901 v L% 1710137 5116 B17 3120 617 B 17 7
1902 .. |19 718 1118 ¢ |17 3|21, 7 17 10 18 7
1803 - .19 2(17 7|15 9|16 921 17 11 18 2
1904 Ve 17 8|17 114 816 3| 20 10 17 1 17 2
1905 e .18 9117 . 7|16 5117 6{2011 |17 9 18 o
1906 . Ll18 BIXT 7|15 TI1710)020-5 )18 O 18 0
1907 .. 118 8017 6181111711 19 9|17 9 17 11
1908 - .. |18 918 6|17 1|19 1|20 o018 5F 19 o
1809 e c.dt10 9118 117 0191010 0] 19.0 19 ¢
1910 e © 19111810717 6120 2|20 619 O 19 &
1811 o .20 7119 0|18 4121 222 619 1 20 0t
1912 .. 12211 )21 118 5 (23°2123 12010 22 o
1913 e 123 7121 019 5|22 5,22 621 1 22 1
T 1814 24 122 1|19 11221022 1012110 22 10
1015 .. ..]26 6|2 623 3125 2|24 5!24 § 25 7
1916 2110126 21238 925 8|25 al-e5 7 26 6
1917 28 1251123 7V 2411|2411 |26 ¢O 26 4
gk Quarter 21 4|19 919 622 @22 419 7 20 9
mlz{?nd »» 22°'6(2010|19 6|23 223 820 2 21 9
3rd 24 1922 1{19 8]23 8|23 g|21 & 22 11
. “4th " 2310121 819 8§23 3|2210)22 2 22 7
_ elst ” 23 521 019 1/22 8[22 621 1 22 0
19'13{2nd " 2310]21 2|10 72211221121 3 22 4
3rd ' 23 8J21 1(19 422 4122 4|21 1 22 1.
4th v 23" 81201019 6| 2110122 5|20 10 21 11
lat . 24 021 4|10 7122 4|22 3{21 1 22 %
19144 2nd v 24 3|22 77|19 9123 62210722 0+ 23 1
3rd v 24 2|22 5|20 1|23 223 3| 21.10 23 ©
~4th ' 24 1122 1|20 4(22 5|23 0|22 3 22 10
s " 24 7T[22117121 123 223102210 23 6
1915{2:1(1 . 25 212 322 8|26 4124 81{24 3 24 11
3rd ” 28 1|27 6|24 2|26 6|25 1|25 10 27 2
4th o 28 0|26 5|25_1|25 8{2¢4 1|25 9 26 8§
1at . 28 426 9125 22511 241026 4 27 ¢
lo1e< 24w 2710 |26 624 1126 2|26 7(2511] 26 8
grd . 27 9|26 o12211 )25 7125 9|25 2| 20 4
ath 27 6925 72210 |2 2|2 1|24 10 26 O
st " 27 712 7|2211 |25 3|2410(25 4 26 0
2nd " 27 9125 9|23 3|2 2,25 6,25 38 26 2
19177 3rd -, 23 8|26 0|23 924 5|24 -8]2511 2 7
4th . 28 6128 2124 62410024 8|27 6 26 8
T1018  1st ’ 28 8126 6124 4 2511 24 8127 3 26 11

- 'Theu usults are baged- upon the regimen reforred to on py. 20-2 Labour Report No. 6
. + Basiy of Tahle. '

(i.) Groceries’ and Food only.—The following table has been com-

- puted- in the same manner as that indicated above, but relates to.
grocenes and food (46 items) only. The average expenditure for the
gix_capital towns in 1911 ha3 again been teken as the. basis of the
t.able ( =20s.), and the figures are, of course, comparable throughout.

-
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Purchasing-Power of Money.—Groceries and Food only.—Amount necessary on the
Average in each Year from 1901 to 1918 (lst Quarter) to pumhase in each
Capital Town what would have cost ou the Average £1 in 1911 in the Aus-
tralian Capitals regarded as-a whole.*

-

. Weighted
Year Syduey, | Mellyne, [ Brisbane. | Adelaide, Perth Hobart. |Average of 8
- CapitalTowna
a. d. 5. d. a8 d.| 8. d.| a.4.| e d. s, d.
1901 .. L 18 4 A19 4 19 a 20 7 23 8 20 3 19 4
- 1902 ., 21 4 20 -4 20 4 20 6 25 & 21 o 21 1
1903 .. L 20 71 19 6 19 9 19 8 26 8 21 1 20 4
1904 .. . 17T 6 18 4 17 10 18 10 24 3 19 8 18 &
1905 .. s 1905 19 1 18 11 19 10 25 2 20 7 19 8
1906 .. .. 18 3 18 11 19 2 19 8 24 9 20 11 19 17
1907 .. 18 9 18 6 18 11 19 0 23 11 20 2 19 1°
1998 .., 20 7 19 11 20 6§ 20 2 24 6 21 1 20 7
1909 . 20 3 19 o 19 8 20 6 24 3 21 10 20 1
1010 .. S 20 0 19 2 20 © 20 0 26 0 21 ¢ 20 1
1911 .. b 1909 18 8 20 4 20 & 26 11 21 2 20 ot
1812 .. ... 22 &8 21 8 22 ¢ 23 1 26 11 23 10 22 6 .
1813 .. 22 8 W 6 20 10 22 5 25 4 23 3 21 11 -
1814 .. 23 1 21 10 2) 77 24 4 26 0 24 3 22 11
1915 .. 27 11 232 A 27 8 % 0 20 8 28 11 28 4
1916 .. 30 b 29 3 22 8 30 8 30 10 3 b 29 11
1817 .. ..] 8010 28 3| 28 2| 2811 | 30 1} 38011 20 5
lat Qt'r} 20 9 19 9 21 11 22 0 28 0 21 10 21 0
1012 2nd ,, 21 10 21 5 21 11 22 11 23 2 22 11 22 3
d 3ed 23 11 23 2 22 1 23 10 27 4 24 8 23 9
ath ,, | 23 8 22 3 22 3 23 6 26 1 25 9 23 2
lat ,, | 22 9 20 9 20 ¢ 22 5 25 6 23 2 22 0
1913{211:] ” 23 2 20 10 21 2 22 11 26 o0 23 9 22 4
) 3rd ,, 22 7 20 5 20 10°) 22 4 25 © 23 5 21 10
4th ,, 22 1 20 0 20 8 21 1o 24 11 22 9 21 6
lat ,, 23 0 20 7 20 11 22 11 24 11 23 3 22 1
1914 2nd ,, 23 3 22 4 21 2 25 0 25 11 24 7 23 2
1 drd ,, | 23 ) 22 0 21 8 24 7 26, 9 24 3 23 0
4th ,, 23 1 22 4 22 6 .24 8 26 7 24 10 23 2
st ,, 24 7 23 9 23 11 26 4 28 & 25 10 24 8
1915 2nd ,, 26 9 27 8 26 4} 30 2 0 2 28 3 27 3
3rd ,, 309 31 8 20 0 32 0 30 11 30 10 3l 1
4th ,, 30 7 29 10 30 8 30 6 29 2 30 8 30 3
let ,, 31 4 0 2 31 0 i1 o0 3 1 31 1o 30 10
1916{ 2pd ,, 30 4 20 8 29 1 31 6 31 3 31 1 30 2
A rd 30 2 20 0 27 1 30 5 -] 20 9 .29 7
4th ,, 29 8 28 2 26 10 29 8 30 b 29 1 28 11
ist 30 0 27 1)1 27 0} 29 6 30 0 29 10 28 11
2nd ' 30 1 28 3 27 6 20 4 31 1 20 8 29 3
1917 L » 31 9 28 & 28 5 28 1 29 8 30 8] 20 9
4&[1 mel 31 4 28 5 29 7 28 8 29 7 33 &6 2% 10
12_1_3 1st ", | 81 1) 2811 "' 28 11| 30 8[_29 7| 383 2 80 0

* Theas resulte are based upon the regimen referred to on pp. 20-2 Labour Report No. 6.

4+ Ba=is of Tahlz

{(ii.) House Renl Only—The following table gives similar particulars
for house rent, only, the average for the six towns in 1911 being again
taken as the basis of the table (= 20s.):—
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Purchasing-Power of Money.—House Rent.—Amount payable on the Average
in each Year from.1901 to 1918 (1st Quarfer) for House Rent in each Capital

Town, compared with a Bent of £1 in 1911 in the Australlan Capitals
 regarded as a whole.

Weightsd

Year, ‘Bydney. | Melb’ne. | Brisbadie, | Adelade.| Perbh, Hobart, |Average of 6
. ) CapitalTowne

- g, d| s | s d]| s d| s d| s d| s 4
1901 .. .11 3| 14 8 9 9| 12 7| 16 o| 13 4 15 ° 1
1902 .., -1 17 31 14 11 9101 12 7| 151113 5 15 2
1903 .. . 17 4 1411 10 1| 12 7| 18 o] 13 @& 15 3
1904 .. | 17, 6] 15 3 10 2 12 7| I8 0f 18 8 15 4
1905 .. |70 18 5] 10 51 I4 0] 14 9} 13 7 15~ 8
1906 .. 1)1 o 8f 10 6715 51 14 4| 13 b 15 11
1907 .. . 18 4| 16 T| 11 6§ 16 8| 13 8| 14 2 16 4
1908 .. o 18 71 16 71 12 4| 17 5| 13 vl 14 7 16 10
1909 .. . 19 2| 1610} 13-3| 1810 13 4| 15 0 17 5
1910 .. ..] 1910} 18 4 14 O 20 4| 1311 | 15 6 18, 5
1911 .. L 2110 18 5 15 4 22 8| 186 °3] 16 1 20 o¢*
1912 .. .. 23 8| 20 4| 16 1| 23 2| 17 7| 16 7 21 3
io13 ..7 .| 2411 2110 17 3] 22 6| 18 7| 17 10 22 4
1914 .. ..l 26 7| 22 6| 17 8] 2010 18 3| 18 3| .22 8
1915 .. .. 24 5| 21 8 17 2 18 &¢ 17T 0 18 7 21 7
1918 .. ] 24 31 21 9| 17 O 18 7] 17T.4| 18 7 21 7
1917 . 24 38| 22 6| 17 5 19 2 17 51 19 ¢ 22 0
1at Qt.‘ 22 4| 19 81 16 0| 23 3| 17 0| 16 3 20 6
1912{2nd 1 238 4| 20 0 16 1| 22 5| 17 2| 16 4| 21 1
3cd .| 2¢ 7) 20 7(-16 2 23 5| 18 o 16 1o 21 10

46h ,, | 24 4| 20-1F¥| 16 0} 2211 ] 18 3| 16 11 21 7

Ist ,,| 24 5{ 21 4| 16107 2211 18 3} 18 © 22 0
1913{2m1 s| 2410 2 9| 17 2| 2211 | 18 6| 17 9 22 4
3d ,, | 2411 22 0| 17 3} 22 3( 18 7| 17 8 22 5

4th ,, | 25 6| 22 1| 1910 2110| 181t| 18 o 22 8

st .| 25 6| 22 8| 17 8] 21 6| 18 5| 18 1 22 8
ls“{znd w] 25 9| 2210 17 10| 21 5| 18 5| 18, 3 23 0
3vd .| 25 8| 2211 1710 21 14 I8 4| 18 5 22 11

ath ,,| 25 5| 20 10| 17 4| 1% 3] I711| 18 @& 22 2

s ,, | 24 7| 211¢( 17 1| 1810 | 17 5 18 & 21 9

1(15d 2nd o [ 24 5] 21 9| 17 4| 18 6| 1611 ] 18 7 2 7
> 3d L, 24 51 21 7 17 2| 18 7} 1610 | 18 7 21 7
4th ,, | 24 3| 20 7] 17 2|.18 7| 10| 18 7 21 §

st ,, | 24 2| 21 9 1610; 18 7| 17 5| 18 & 21 6

19164 2nd | 24 31 21 83 1611 | 18 7| 17 5| 18 6 21 7
3ed L, 24 3| 21 9} 17 O 18 7 17 4} 18 7 2 7

‘4th L, 24 3| 20 11| 17 2 18 8| 17 4! 18 10 21 8

- st 5, | 2¢ 3] 2% 3| 1710 19 1] 17 5| 1811 21 10
and ,, | 24 3| 22 3| 17 3| 18 1] 17T 5| 19 0 21 10

L 1917Y8cd ,, | 24 2 22 7 17T 3{ 19 2| 17 8 19 1 22 ¢
4h ,, | 24 6| 2210 17 2| 19 5{ 17 6 )] 22 2
1918 1=t , 24 9! 23 1 17 8 19 8 17 8 18 10 22 5

* Basis of Table.

9. Monthly Flucinations in Retail Prices of Food and Groceries, July,
1914 to May, 1818.—The following table has been prepared in order.
’to shew the variations in retail prices of food and groceries since July,
1014, the last month prior to the outhreak of war. Particulars for each
town are given in the form of index-numbers for food and groceries in
each of the months specified. 1In the last column the percentage
increase is shewn for each town in May, 1918, compared with
July, 1914. It is necessary to observe that the index- numbers given in_
the following table are comput.ed to the same base as those givon in the
precedmg tables in this section, referring to food and groceries only,
viz., the weighted average expenditure in the six capital towns for 1911
is made equal to 1000, '

! o
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* Retail Prices Index-Numbers (Food and Grooveries). for eaech of Thirty Towns for
the Momths specified, with Weighted Average for Siz Gapltal Towns im 1811
as Base {=1000).%

. L]

Per

1914, 1915, l 1916, l 1917, 1918. cent.
in-
1 P E -:érease
Particulars. . . J:ﬂl;’
Ju}y. April. | May, | April. | May. | April: { May | April. | May. 1%4,
) May,
1918,
NEW 3001 WALES— ) . - : Y
Syduey .. ..  ..| 1188 1252 1,268 1,518] 1.508| 1,513| L4090 1553 1,546 34
Kewcastls .. .| 1,147 1.262F 1,285 1,493 1507 1,627 1,627 1,585 1,576 §7.4
Broken Hill . o L 1.576; L5675 1,820 1,817 1.8 1,5 1,737 13481 259
Goubbura .. .| 1,188] 1,250 1,312 1,543 1,560 1,507 1,476 1,518 1,523 287
Bathist .. L 1,097 1,220 1,343 L1474 1,479 L1461 1,473) 1,512 1,521].38.7
*Weighted Average .| 1,186] 1,265 1,293 1,523 1,522) 1,525 1,5l47 1,562 1,660 33.8
TICTONLA— . ) .
Melbontie N .. 1,008] 1,282 1,386) 1,484 1485, 1410 1,409, 1.462) 1,456 34.4
Bullaiat .. . .| 1,108] 1,307 1434 1,406, 1,508 1,401 1408 1,435 1,459 32.3
DBendiga .. .. | nLioTr 1818 L) 1.476; 1,482 1,403 1,432 Y48 1487 4.8
Geelong .. .. L[ 1,080 1,264 1.350] 1.500| 1614 1,446 14321 1478 1,481 36
Warrnambool .. 1,087 1,278] 1404 1,475 1,4931 1,431 1,436 1.492) 1,514 39.3
*Waiglitad Averngs .| 1,106{ 1,285 1,888] 1,435 1,488 i.'ill 1,412 1,462) 1,434 343
- -
QUEENILAND— -
Brisbane .. Lo 1,057 1,280 1,326 1.480] 1,491 1,304 1,875 1472, 1480 40.0
Toowoomba .. .o 1,041 1,323 1,371 1,506) 1457 1,323) 1,360 1,434) 1,440 383
Roelhamipton .. .o 1,166] 1.5046] 1,378 1,042 1613 1 400 1,404 1,505 1.501| £28.9 ,
Charbers Towers Loede) 15100 15881 1,650 1.644] 1,673 1,683 1,685 1624 352
Warwick .. o 1,083 L3120 1,579 1,467| 1.462 1,3-*8 1,369 1,511 1,520/ 40.4
*Wolglited Aveirngs .ol 1,082 1,313 1L,350) 1517 1,612 1,381 1,204| 1480 1,406 383
SOUTH ATDSTRALIA—
delmda 1,260) 1,427 1,486 1,549 1,584 1,485 1,.480: 15371 1,620 20.8,
Eadina, Moonta, Wallaroo 1,230) 1,446] 1,488, 1,602 1,612] 1,570] 15731 1,568| 1505 207
Port Plrie - .. o L2ZOL) 1,476 1,5630] 1,640| 1,643 1,600( 1,603] 1,630] 1,657 26.4
Mt Gambier ., .o} 1,064] 1,315 1,388 1,532 1,604| 1,438 1,445 1477 1,523 43.1
Pateishburg * .. o) 1,340] 1423 1,5368) 1,621 1, 622 1,578 1,684 1.597| 1,611| 20.2
*Wolghied Average 1,247 1,427 1,485 1,557| 1,586 1,405 1491 1,5860 1,618 20.8
WESTER N AUSTRAMIA—
Perth 1,340; 1,405 1,502F 1,513] 1,550 1,535(, 1,686| 1,520| 1,524 13.%
Kalgoobie and Boulder | 1,86d) 1,758 1,808] 1.702| 1.814| 1740/ 1.799| 1,707 V7ot] 7.8
Mid. /e, & Guildiord 1,354| 1,511] 1,532 1,520 1,584] 1,552 1,598 1,5301 1,684 128
Bunbary .. «.{ L418| 1,675 1,508) 1,030 1.608| 1,877\ 1,763 1,633] 1,858/ 16.8
Geraldton oo oo] 1%ae8| 71| 1l6s0] 1.463| 1,675| 1,821 1,630 1,639 1,833 13.0
AWeighted Average © .. | 1,412 1,5560 1,573 1,578| 1,608) 1,684 1,630 1,590 1,585 123
TasMaRIa— I
Hobart ., ‘e o) L2 1300 1,401 1,588 1,551 1,478 1.471] 16410 1.648] 88.1
Launceston N L] 1,144 1,314 1,345 1,664 1,538) 1,486| 1,478] 1,588| 1, 33.8
Zeshan ., .e Lo 1,202 1,420 1,531 1,898 1,638 L6907 LAG104 1,717 1,758 461
Beaconsfisida .. .| 1.230| 1,368| 1,436| 1,674 1,847 1,580 1,687| 1.086| 1'e17| aLE
Queanstown | 1,815 1,467 1,519 1,693 1,697 1, 503 1,626 1,704| 1,722, 31.0

*Welghted Average .1 1,201| 1,372 1,350] 1,595 1,360 1.40¢ 1,404) 1,082 1,638 36.4
Tsthted&vu.lor Cwih, | 1,164 1,318/ 1,372| 1,520| 1,524 .1,473| 1.473 1,528 1,539| 522

* Avorage Ior tiio Ave tawns, t Average for thirty towns, M
{4 See remarks on page 31 of Labour Report No. 8 with referencs to ¢change of hase period.”
Notg,—Corregponding index-numbers for the intervening months are given in Labour

.Reports Noe. 6 and 7. in %abour Bulleting Hos. 17 and 18, and in the Quarterly Summary of

Statistica Nos. 70 aud 71,

10. Tables of Prices and House Rents, 1917.—While the summarlsed
results of price-movements are published quarterly, the actual data from
which such results ate obtained are published in full only annually. In
a;ppendwes to Roport No. 1, particulars were given of prices and house
rents in the metropolitan towns in each year from 1901 to 1911, and in .

appendixes to Report No. 2, particulars were given of average prices
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and house rents in 1912 for cach of the thirty towns from which returns -
are collected. In AppendixesI. and II. of Report No. 5 similar particulars
were given for the year 1913; in Appendixes I. and IIL. to Report No. §
particulars were given of average prices for 1914 and 1915; in
Appendixes IL. and IV, of the same Report similar information was given

in regard to house rents. In Appendixes Nos. I and IL of Report
No. 7 and in Appendixes Nos. I. and II. hereof, information is given in
regard to average prices and house rents respectively for the year 1916
and 1917, .

11. Increase in Cost of Food and Groceries and House Rent, 1917,
compared with previous years.-——The following tables have been prepared
in order to shew for each capital town (i.) the total increase (or decroase)
in the cost of food, groceries, and house rent combined in 1917 compared
with each preceding year since 1801 sand (ii.) amount of the percentage
increase (or decrease) due to variations (@) in prices of food and gro-
ceries, and (b) in house rent. The sum of the percentages for any year
and town in the last two parts of the table must, of course, equal the
corresponding total percentage in the first part of the table. Thus the
total percentage of increase in cost of food, groceries, and house rent in
Sydney for 1917 compared with 1904 is 61.2 per cent., of which 44.8
per cont. iz due to inefeased cost of food and groceries, and 16.4 per
cent. to increase in house rents., In any case where there has been a
decrease (7.e., where the combined cost of food and groceries and houso -
rent, or if-either soparately was less in 1917 than in preceding years) the
fact is indicated by & negative sign. o

Percentage of Increase or Decrease in Purchasing-Power-of-Money Index-numbers
in 1917, compared with Previous Years, 1901 to 1916.

PERORNTAGE OF T'OPAL INCREASE OR DECREASE [N 1917, COMPARED WITH—

TOWN< . - L] [l L] - » L]
1801, (1902, 1803, 1904, [1205, (1904, | 100711908, (1509, | 1510.{1011.[ 1912,/ 1913.] 1914.[1915. [1910,
Sydney |57.5 45,5 146.8 |61.2 (50.1 |50.5 |51.0 |42.7 (422 |41.3 |30.4 | 225|103 (106 | 6.3 | 090
Melb, ..|48.8 | 43.2 {46.0 |51.5 [47.4 {47.4 |47.8 |39.6 {453.0 |374 [86.3 [22.7 [23.1 {171 | 1.3 [=11
Brishane { 53.5 | 47.5 [40.5 | 60.8 |53.4 |51.4 | 48.7 |37.0 | 58,8 |34.6 | 20,1 [ 20.0 [ 2L |18.4 | 1.6 [-u6
Adelaide | 44.1 | 44.2 |45.8 |53.3 |42.6 (39 7 | 80.2 | 30.0 | 26.7 |29.5 |17.7 | 7.6 | 110 | &.0 |-1.1 |-3.1
Perth ..[21.3 |15 6 14,8 | 196 1102 | 2157 |26.3 | B4.57 26,1 |27 |100 | 8.0 [104 | 00| L2 [~15
]%o!{a.ll;t N 40,6 [45.6 144.9 |52.1 |48.7 |44.7 |46.7 |41.3 |36.6 |368 136.5 |24.8 (245 |193 1 55 | 1.7
aight’ .
Average | 49.9 | 41.8.| 44,8 | 53.7 | 46.3 | 46.2 |47.0 1 38.7 | 301 36.1131.8 |19.8 |19.4 ;156 | 3.1 [-0.5
PERCERTAGE DUE TQ VARIATIONS IN COST DF FOOD aND GROQER{ES. . -
Sirdnay 41.1 ({28.4 |31.4 [44.8 |35.7 {365 ;384 | 506 [514 |32.0181.5 |2L.3 |20.4 |188] 64 | 02
Melb, ..[30.3 {259 |20.4 |34.2 |30.0 |31.4 [32.8 | 265 |20.2 | 28,3 |23.6 |18.5 (348 [17.0] 0.1 |-28
Brisbane { 33.7 | 28.7 |81.2 (41,2 {86.3 |583.7 [34.0 263 (203 |27.2 |26.0 |18.8 |221 [104 | 1.6 [~L0Q
JAdelalds | 28.4 | 285 [32.0 | 56.6 | 305 |30.6 [ 225 | 26.0 | 26.0 | 25.9 | 237 [14.8 |17.1 |11.8 |=2.0 | ~40
Perth ..[19.4 | i2% |12.1 |16.7 |15.0 |15 4 |1B.4 | }6.5 |17.6 1146 | 83 | 8.2 |124 |10.5]| 1.1 |=L7F
%O?aﬁfd 36.2 |32.6 132.2 [38.8 [34.2 |32.6 {855 |31.3|27.0 [20.2 {30.0 (200 {218 |18.0 | 4.7 | 1.0
eight’ .
Aversge | 337 | 26.6 |29.4 (37.8 [ 81.9 |32.3 [34.1 |27.5|20.1 {28.5 |27.8 |19.5 |20.1 |16.9 | 2.6 |-1.0

FCROCXTAGE DUE TO VARIATIONS 1Y 1OUSE RENTS. »

Sydney |16.4 |15.1 |15.4 {164 |14.4 |24.2 (135 |12.2 (108 | 0.3 ]| 49| 1.2 (=11 |-22 |-0.1 ] 0.1
Melp, ..{18.5 |17.3 |17.5 (178 [16.5 |160 |150 |13.r (128 | 9.1 | 47| 4.2 | L3 |~0.1 | 2.8 | 1.1
Brisbone 1198 |13.8 |18.3 | 1994 (1871 117.6 {14.7 [11.6 | 95 [ T.4 | 4.1 | 23 |=0.2 |-1.00 ) 04
Adelajde | 15,7 |15.7 (16,2 [16.7 (12,1} 91| 6.7 8.7 | 0.7 |=24 |-6.0 |=-783 |-6.1 |-26 | 00| 09
CPerth .| 29 | 89 27 29| 63/ 63| 70| 8.0 | 86 | 71| 23 |-0.2 1«20 /=15 08 | 02
%ﬂpaﬁt’d 13.4 13,0 (12,7 183 (125 |121 (118|200 | 8.7 | 7.6 ) 6.8 | 48| 22 1.2 | 08 | o7
sig .
Average |16.2 115.2 1154 | 159 144 '13.9 129|112 (100 | 7.6 | 40| 13 07 1-13| 05| o8

= The negative sign indicntes a decrense,



