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EXPLANATORY NOTES 

This Statistical Bulletin (No. 15) continues the series of Reports on 
Food Production and the Apparent Consumption of Foodstuffs and Nutrients in Australia 
published annually since the issue for 1946-47. Some years ago Section 1 of the 
Bulletin, which contains a general review cf food production, exports and consumption, 
was expanded to include some preliminary data for the year following that to which the 
Bulletin principally referred, and also data on indexes of quantum of production, 
exports and consumption of farm products for food use. In order to publish the main 
part of the Bulletin earlier, these data have been omitted from this issue, and will 
in future appear in a separate publication to be entitled "Statistical Bulletin: 
Preliminary Review of Production, Exports and Apparent Consumption of Principal 
Foodstuffs". The first issue of this publication, containing data for 1960-61, is 
expected to be issued in about July or August, 1961. 

The statistics published herein refer, in the main, to the individual 
years 1957-58 to 1959-60 compared with the averages for the three-year periods 1936-37 
to 1938-39 (pre-war), 1946-47 to 1948-49 (immediate post-war) and 1956-57 to 1958-59. 
As a decade separates each of these periods, useful long term comparisons may be made 
in consumption patterns. These statistics constitute the main body of the Bulletin 
and are contained in Section 3. 

Some foodstuffs, in particular, fruit and vegetables, have been regrouped 
since the last issue of this Bulletin.o Vihereas previously there were fourteen groups 
of foodstuffs, there are now eleveno 

In general, the method employed in this Bulletin in estimating consumption 
in Australia of each of the various foodstuffs is as follows; 

( ) ~ Exports 
( Production, ) Ships' Stores 

APPARENT ) ( Imports ) Minus ( Usage for Prooessed Food 
CONSUMPTION ) 

:: 
( ) ( Non-food Usage 
( Opening Stocks (a) ) ( Wastage 
( ) ( Closing Stocks (a) 

. (a) Stocks, in general, are conf:i..ned to those held in factories or those 
held in store by marketing authorities. Adequate infofmation is not 
available for a number of foodstuffs from factories and/or marketing 
authorities. See also paragraph 2, below. 

There are three significant factors which should be noted in regard to 
the calculation above:- ( 

1. Production.- Available production statistics are confined mainly to 
commercial production and are deficient for the purposes of the calculation to the 
extent of production by householders for their own use o This applies particularly 
in the case of vegetables, fruit, eggs, poultry and fish. In all these cases, 
however, estimates of non-commercial production have been included, based on 
somewhat inadequate information obtained from a household expenditure survey 
conducted in 1944 and other investigations conducted by government departments 
during the war. Similarly, in the case of processed foods, little up-to-date 
information is available of the quantities of foodstuffs preserved by householders 
for their own use. To cover this, estimates have been made on the basis of 
information collected during the war. Further, it is possible that there has 
been some increase in home production of both processed and unprocessed foods in 
recent years so that the quantities of foodstuffs consumed as shown in the Bulletin 
may now be deficient to the extent of the increase. 

2. Stocks.- Statistics of stocks refer to in-store (i.e. those held by 
marketing authorities) and factorYA1ocks. No details are available of whole­
salers', retailers' or householders' stocks. For perishable commodities this 
point is of little importance since the very nature of the commodity precludes 
the accumulation of stocks" This is not the case, however, with non-perishable 
foods, and estimates derived for consumption of such foodstuffs for individual 
years may not correctly state the position with regard to consumption as 
ordinarily understood, i.e., foodstuffs consumed by the individual. This 
difficulty is apparent partioularly in the case of canned foodstuffs, where 
in some years it has been neoessary to initiate special enquiries from the trade 
and other informed sources in an endeavour to take better account of these 
defioiencies. 



(iv) 

3. Wastageo- In many oases? allowanoe is not made for wastage before the 
foodstuffs are oonsumed. ·The importance of this factor is difficult to estimate, 
but in some seasons gluts oause oonsiderable destruction of perishable foodstuffs t 

and it should therefore be taken into account when using these statisticsu The 
effect of ignoring wastage is ultimately to overstate the consumption figures. 
In recent years, however, it is likely that there has been less wastage of·food­
stuffs than hitherto p beoause of more efficient storage and distribution methods 
(including refrigerated transport, air freight and a big increase in household 
refrigeration) ~ < 

Because of the qualifications in respect of stooks and wastage? the term 
"oonsumptiontl is used in a specialised sense9 since the quantities actually measured 
are broadly the quantities available for oonsumption at a particular level in the 
process of distribution, ioeo ex-markets? ex-store or ex-factory, depending on the 
method of marketing and/or processing. It is considered that in most oases these 
foodstuffs will find their way to the ultimate individual oonsumers with little or 
no time lag, and that the oollected figures therefore aoouratelyrepresent total 
oonsumption in the year to whi6h they relate. 

There is one further point whioh should be borne in mind when comparing 
estimates of oonsumption (and particularly estimates of oonsumption per head of 
population) over a number of years. This is the effeot of changes in the composition 
of the population. There have been two signifioant ohanges in post-war years which 
have undoubtedly had some effeot on the oonsumption pattern. These are g firstly, the 
changing age distribution of the population (eog., the number of children under 10 
years in 1947 represented 18.0 per cent~ of the total population, while in 1954 they 
represented 20.8 per cento), and seoondly the inoreasing proportion of the population 
born overseas and resident for only a comparatively short period in Australia (e.g., 
the proportion of the population in 1947 whioh was born overseas wa.s 904 per oent& and 
in 1954 it was 1308 per cento). 

In general the statistios in the bulletin are for fisoal years. However, 
where there is a marked seasonal pattern in the produotion or marketing of oertain 
orops, the statistics refer to crop years. For example g statistios relating to . 
potatoes and dried vine fruits are on the basis of years ending in Ootober and 
Deoember respeotively. 

Seotion 2 of this Bulletin, whioh deals primarily with the level of 
nutrient intake in Australia, has been oompiled for the mostpart by offioers of the 
Nutrition geotion of the Commonwealth Department of Health, to whom thanks are 
extended. In addition to Australian data~ a comparison is given? in Table 12, with 
nutrient intakes for the latest available year for the United Kingdom, New Zealand 
and the United States of Amerioa. Beoause of the unavailability of data, Canada has 
been exoluded from this issue g but details for New Zealand have been a.dded~ Pre-war, 
immediat~ post-war and most reoent data are shown. 

The estimates of nutrient intake in Australia, whioh are calcc;i.lated 
annually to provide a continuing review of the dietary status of the population, are 
based on the quantities of foodstuffs consumed as calculated by this Bureau~While 
these estimates are in terms of Commonwealth averages and do not, therefore 9 provide 
information regarding the dietary status of individuals or of specific groups within 
the population, they supply a valuable indication of overall trends and enable 
oomparisons with other data (eogop special surveys) within Australia and with data for 
other oountries. Studies are made from time to time by the Nutrition Committee of the 
National Health and Medical Researoh Council and by various other health authorities 
in Australia to determine the adequacy of nutrients in the diet of the population as a 
whole or of various seotions of the population. As a result of suoh studieB~recommen­
dations may be made for varying the diet to counteraot any deficiencies revealed, e.g., 
the free distribution of milk to raise the calcium intake of school children. 
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SlOOTION 1. - GENERAL REVIllW OF PRODUCTION! EXPORTS AND APPARENT CONSUMPTION 

(i) SUMMARY, In 1959-60 produotion of the prinoipal farm produots for 
·food use was at a relatively high level, although generally below 1958-59. 
Favourable sea.sonal oonditions prevailed in all States with the exoeption of South 
Australia whioh had an abnormally dry year. 

The total area of orops in 1959-60 at '26.1 million aores was a record, but 
average yields, particularly for cereal grains, were lower than in the preoeding year. 
As a result, produotion of wheat (199 million bushels), oats (47 million bushels) and 
barley (34 million bushels) was lower than in 1958-59, although it was oonsiderably 
higher than the harvest of the comparatively dry year, 1957-58. 

Although there was a slight decline in the area under sown grasses and 
clovers in 1959-60, total numbers of eaoh class of livestock increased. Sheep were 
at the record level of 155.2 million. Stock retained generally good condition 
throu€#lout the year although hand feedin.g was necessary in some areas. Output of 
milk (1,409 million gallons) and of mutton and lamb (556,700 tons) were each at record 
levels,but beef and veal production (767,000 tons) fell substantially from the record 
achieved in the previous year, 1958-59. 

A more detailed review for each of the main basic foodstuffs, in which 
sta.tistios of production, exports and consumption are given for 1959-60 in relation to 
each of the three preceding years, follows -

TA:BLE 1 I AREA, PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF WHEAT : AUSTRALIA. 

Area of Wheat Produotion Exports of Apparent Consumption ~ c) of 
Wheat Produots (d) Year Sown for of Wheat Wheat (in terms of wheat) Gra.in (a) (b) 

, Total Per Head 
,( '000 aores) (mill. bus.) (mill. bus.) (mill. bus.) (lb. ) 

1956';';57 7,874 134.5 107.5 43.1 271.2 
1957-58 8,848 97.6 51.7 41.1 253.0 
'1958-59 10,399 215.1 98.9 42.1 253.8 . 
1959-60(e) 12,172 198.5 123.7 44.6 263.2 

I(a) In91udes quantities used for stock feeding and for seed. (b) Includes exports of 
flour and breakfast foods, in terms of wheat. (c):By humans. (d) Flour and break­
fast foods. (e) Subject to revision. 

Since 1956-57 the areas sown to wheat have shown a significant increase in 
each successive year, resulting in 12,172,000 acres being sown in 1959-60. This 
represents increases of 17 percent. on the previous year and 38 per cent. on 1957-58. 

While areas under. wheat have steadily increased since 1956-57, the quantity 
of wheat produced has varied considerably, because, in the main, of the seasonal 
conditions which have prevailed. For example, while the wheat acreage increased 17 per 
cent. between 1958-59 and 1959-60, production fell 8 per cent. 

Exports of wheat vary greatly from year to year, depending not only on the 
size of the Australian harvest but also on produotion in those overseas countries which 
are potential importers of wheat. Shipments in 1959-60 were at their highest level 
sinoe 1950-51. 

Apparent consumption of wheat as a human foodstuff in the form of flour, 
breakfast foods eto., was 263.2 lb. per head in 1959-60. This approximates the 
oonsumption per head in recent years representing small inoreases on 1957-58 and 1958-59 
and an equally small deorease on 1956-57. 
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( iii) SUGAR8 , . ,., . 

TABLE 2 : AREA OF SUGAR OANEr PRODUOTION AND UTILIZATION OF.SlIGAR ,AUSTRALIA 

Year 

1956-57 
1957-58 
1958-59 
1959-60(b) 

Area of Sugar 
Oane Out for 

Orushing 

t'OOO acres) 

370.1 
375.7 
369.6 

·314.0 

Production of EXports' ofSu.ga;. Raw Sugar (ar .' 
(94 net titre) 

t'OOO tons) (' 000 tons). 

1,207.8 720 .. 9 
1,296.3 757.4· 
1,412.4 849.3 
1,296.8 736.9 

. .~" .. , 

..... Ap:parentOons~)tion 
_ . of Su,~g fa .' 

Total Per Head 
'.-

t,' 000 .. to~s) {lb.) , 

513.2 '. 120~6 
534.1 122.8 

. 526.7 I . 118.5 
528.7 116.5 

ta) Raw' and refined sugar and sugar in manufactured produots all ip terms.of ;raw 
sugar (94 net titre). (b) Sub j ect to revision. ". . 

While the area of sugar' cane cut for crushing in 1959-60:a.mou,n.tedto 
314,000 aores, a oonsiderable area remained unharvested b.ec~use()f thel:imi tplaoed 
on the quanti t,.. of sugar whioh may be exported. New variejiiesofcane have played an 
importa.nt role in inoreasing yields from sugar cane in reoent years.' 

. 

Oompared with 1958-59, the area'of oane out,the.production of raw sugar . 
(in terms of 94 net titre) and the exports of sugar (in allfQ;rms) ,.,n 1959 .. 6.0 show . 
decreases to the extent of 15 per oent 0, 8 per oent. and 13 per cent .respecti vely. 
In addition, although total consumption of sugar (in all forms) was slightly higher, 
than in 1958-59, consumption per head,a"!; 116.5 lb. was 'below that of.reoent,..ears. 

(tv) MILKs --
TABLE 3 I DAIRY OOWS, PRODUOTION AND UTILIZATION OF MILIC:aAUSTRALIA 

Year 
No.. of Dairy 

Oows at 
March (a) 

('OOO) 

1956-57 3,451 
~957-58 3,362 
1958~59 3,283 
1959-60(0) 3,225 

Produotion of 
Milk (all 
purposes) 

(mill. gals.) 

1,358 
1,264 
1,370 
1,409 

,. ., -:' ':App~entOonsumptioh Exports of Milk '. .' '. , .. '\ 
Products (in terms 'of Milk\b1

« • 

of milk) Total Per .. Head 

(mill. gals.) 

433.9., 
293.0 
430.7 
505.2 

(mill. gals.) 

. _ ,3_~9.,5 
,. 968.0 
<~nOo8 ,. I." 

973~9 

{gals. ) 

··9·l.~6 . 
'99 • .1 
sn., 
95i8 

~In milk and' dry. 
revision .• 

~b} Includes milk produots in terms of milk. , to) Subject to 

Subsequent. 'to the peak reached in 1'56-.57 ill 'the 'Du.ber'of clair7C0W8 iii 
Australia, there has been a stead,.- deoline and, up to 1'59-60, a drop of 7 per oent. 
had been reoorded. On the other hand, the produotion of milk (for all,~poses) in 
1959-60 (a reoord of 1t409 million gallons) was 4 peroent. 'above'thatof"1956"'57 . 
(1,358 million gallons). Al though subjeot to considerable, seasonalv8.riati.on, the 
yield per oow has shown a marked upward trend inreoentyears:. .' 

Export of milk in all forms was at a high I-eve 1. in 19'5-9-tiO,' being 17 per 
cent. above that of 1958-59 and 72 per cent. greater, than1n1957-S.8. .' 

Apparent oonsumption of milk and milk produots in 1959-60 was 95:.8·gallou ." 
per head, which represents a slight inorease (2.5 per oent.) on the previous year. 
It was however 3.5 per cent .. and 1.8 per oent. below theooJl$wnption ilt'1957-58 and 
1956-57 respectively. '. " 

. . . .~. ' 



( v) :BEEF .AND VEAL: 

TA:BLE 4 3 CATTLE· (OTHER THAN. DEIRY COWS) l? SLAUGHTERINGS 9 PRODUCTION 

AND UTILIZATION OF :BEEF AND VEAL g AUSTRALIA 

Nooof .Noo of Produt:l:tion Exports Apparent consumptton 
Cattle of :Beef of Beef and Veal al Cattle of :Beef Year (other than and Veal 

Dairy Cows) Slaughtered (oaroass and Veal Total Per Head 
for D4eat (a) at :Ma.rch wei.iht) 

(tOOO) ~'OOO) \'000 tons) (tooo tons) \'000 tons} (lbo) 

1956-57 131)806 4\>952 81406 240.9 56407 13207 
1957-58 13,530 59 339 79105 21901 57009 13102 
1958-59 121>974 59812 90603 360,,1 54106 12109 
1959-60(b} 13,285 59001 76704 30905 469,,2 10304 

(a) Carcass equivalent weighto (b) Subjeot to revision o 

After reaching a peak in 1956-57~ the numbers of cattle (other than dairy 
oows) have been at a lower level subsequentlyo Adverse climatio conditions and the 
relatively high level of slaughterings were primarily responsible for the deoline to 
1958-59, but in the most reoent year, 1959-60, some reoovery has ooourred" 

Slaughterings p produotion and exports of beef and veal in 1959-60 were sis­
nifioantly lower than in the previous (reoord) year o In the case of numbers of oattle 
slaughtered, the deoline between these two years amounted to 15 per oento Exports 
fell by 14 per oento 

With the relatively buoyant Bxport market of the last two years there has 
been a marked rise in the looal prioes of beef and veal and a oonsequent reduotion in 
the oonsumption" In 1959-60 oonsumption per head of beef and veal was only 10304 lbo, 

! or 15 per oento below that of 1958-599 and. 22 per oento below that of 1956-570 

. ( vi) MUTTON AND LAMBs 

TA:BLE 5 s SHEEP AND L.AMl3S g SLA.uGHTERINGS I? PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION 

OF MUT'fON AND LAM:B ~ AUSTRALIA 

Noo of Produotion of Exports of Apparent Consumption 
of Mutton and 

Year Sheep Mutton and Mutton and Lamb a 
and Lambs Lamb Lamb 
at Maroh (a) (b) Total 

'000 tons '000 tons iOOO tons 

1956-57 14908 20 02 36608 4307 31907 7501 
1957-58 14903 2407 42105 7005 346~5 7907 
1958-59 15207 2706 49204 10308 39308 88,,6 
1959-60(0) 15502 3205 556.1 9700 45804 101,,0 

Carcass weighto ;b Inoludes exports of oanned meat in terms of caroass weight" 
Subjeot to revisiono 

The reduotion in the consumption of beef and veal referred to previously 
was largely oompensated for by an inorease in the consumption of mutton and lamb~ owing 
to the relatively lower prices of the latter and the reluotanoe of Australians to 
reduoe significantly their overall oonsumption of meato As a result~ the consumption 
per head of mutton and lamb in 1959-60 rose by 14 per oento on the previous year g and by 
34 per oento on 1956-570 

Slaughterings of sheep and lambs in 1959-60 were at the record level of 
32,500,0009 r~esenting inoreases of 18 per cento and 32 per oento on 1958-59 and 
1957-58 respeotivelyo Exports in 1959=60 of 979000 tons maintained the high leve;!. 
of 1958-,9 when 1039800 tons were shipped overseas o 

Sheep and lamb numbers oontinued their upward trend in 1959-60 when 
155,200,000 head were enumerated" 



(vii) OTHER FOOD PRODUCTS. Particulars of other foodstuffs, including both fresh a.nd 
processed products, are given in Section 3 of this Bulletin for the year 1959-60 in 
comparison with earlier periods. In addition, a more detailed treatment of the basic 
oommodities enumerated above is shown. In each of these cases, oommodities are dealt 
with in the broad groups into which foodstuffs have been classified. 

(Viii) ESTIMATBD QUANTITIES OF FOODSTUFFS AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION PER HEAD,AUSTRALIAa 
In Table 6, the estimated quantities of foodstuffs available for consumption per head 
in Australia are shown for the years 1957-58 to 1959-60, compared with the averages 
for the three year periods ended 1938-39, 1948-49 and 1958-59. Foodstuffs are 
summarized in this table into the eleven commodity groups into which they have been 
classified. 
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SECTION 2. - LEVEL OF NUTRIENT INTAKE, 1959-60 

(i) GENERAL: ~. analysis in this 
the Commonwealth Statistioian as set 
subject to the same qualifications. 
these qualifioations. 

" 

Section is based (m the.statistics collected by 
out elsewhere in this;Bulletitr and.is~therefore 
See the Explanatory Notes for a statelIl~I1t of 

In order to determine whether the quanti ties c,l" the various. foodstuffs 
passing into consumption al'e likely to be sufficient for adeqt):ate lJ,utrition, it is 
necessary to calculate the amount of nutrients the foods provide. The ,basis ·for 
the calculations in this section of the Report ware changed after issue No. ,8 "and 
are now based on conversion factors calculated from "Tables o£ Composition of ' 
Australian Foods" (Anita Osmond and Winifred Wilson, Canbe:r;ra, 195:4) .Wi th the 
exception of the figures shown for vitamin A, which have all peen revised o~ the new 
basis, the change in conversion factors does not seriously affect comparison with years 
prior to 1952-53, but the fact that the comparison is not entirely val~df:lhould be kept in mind. ,"'" ' ',. . 

(ii)'LOSSES OF NUTRIEN'TSIAs a result of storage and cooking, ceftainfoods, 
particularly fruit and vege~ables, lose some of their nutritive value. An estimate of 
possible losses of thiamine and ascorbic acid ( vitamin a) in, cOQkinghaEl been made and 
the factors applied to the nutrients available for consumption. Losses 9£ ~ther 
nutrients do occur but not in amounts likely to be signifiCan,t. Losses due' to 
storage have not been estimated. 

Losses of vitamin C cover a wide range, from almost nil to 100~. • , The 
estimates given in the following two tables are applicable "to average conditions and 
methods, but losses could be reduced to less than these figures by careful ;cooking. 

," " ' , , 

TABLE 1 I A imAGE LOSS OF VITAMIN C IN OOOKING 

Food 

Leafy, Green Vegetables 

Potatoes 

Other Vegetables 

Stewed Fruit 

Estimated average loss 
of VitaiBin C"incooking 

5~ (Cooked in skin, negligible 
1.oss). " 

(Joiled: ahd maiW.ed, 60~ br 
inor~:) ...., , 

(,:,' 
.-:: ~; 

Losses from tomatoes, oitrus fruit and other uncooked fruits .~, vs-geta'tiles ar~ 
assumed to be negligible, while losses in canning and arYi~,g§f;frui t arid vegetables 
have been accounted for in the calculations made for the f;~es in Tab~e 1G. 



TABLE ~, ESTIMATED VITAMINC AVAILABLE AFTER ALLOWANCE FOR COOKING LOSSES, 1959-60 

(Milligrammes Per Head per Day) 

Milk 
Meat 

Food 

Fruit and Fruit Produots -
Fresh and Canned 
Cooked 
Citrus 

Vegetables -
Tomatoes 
Lettuoe 
Canned Vegetables 
Potatoes and other vegetables 

TOTAL: 

Caloulated Value 
(See Table No. 11 ) 

4 
2 

5 
5 

19 

) 

~ 7 

48 

90 
I 

(a) Little vitamin C would be retained in these foods. 

Amount Available 

~:~ 
5 
2.5 

19 

7 

24 

58 

(iii) RECOMMENDED DIETARY ALLOWANCES. The nutritive value of the food passing into 
oonsumption may be oompared with some arbitrary standard suoh as the Reoommended 
Dietary Allowanoes for Australia formulated by the Nutrition Committee of the 
National Health and Medioal Researoh Counoil (Medioal Journal of Australia, Vol. 2,P. 
113, 1954). It must b"e emphasised that these allowanoes do not neoessarily represent 
nutrient requirements; "rather were they devised for the planning of praotioal diets 
within the average Australian food pattern. Preoise information oonoerning human 
requirements of oertain nutrients is far from oompleteJ and no oonolusion regarding 
the nutritional status of the oommunity should be drawn from oomparisons with these 
reoommended allowanoes. A deviation from the reoommended allowanoe of the order of 
10-15% is not regarded as a serious defioienoy. Even if the nutrient intake is more 
than 15% below the reoommended allowanoe, a nutritional defioienoy oannot be assumed 
without olinioal verifioation. 

The oaloulated figures, being averages, give no information regarding the 
food oonsumption of individuals or of speoifio groups within the population. Also, 
the figures represent foods available for oonsumption, whioh is not the same as foods 
oonsumed. The Food and Agrioulture Organization of the United Nations estimates that 
up to 15% of food available may be wasted in oommunities with a plentiful food supply. 

With these reservations, the nutrients available for oonsumption are 
oompared in Table 9 ~ith the reoommended allowanoes. The reoommended allowanoes are 
averages, weighted aooording to the various age groups in the population. A oomparison, 
suoh as this is useful as an indioation of trends in food oonsumption, although no 
inferenoes of nutritional defioienoy are valid. 



8. 

The supplies of all nutrients available for oonsumption in.1959-60 
oompared favourably with the reoommended levels per head(~hle9) • The number .. 
of oalories, a measure of the energy-yielding value of the diet, whioh in 1958-59 had 
fallen below that of the previous year, inoreased slighiiy in 1959-60. This was a 
refleotion of small' inoreases in a numb-ar of oommodi ties inclucring -milk, eggs-and egg 
produots, oils and fats, whioh were not oompletely offset by deoreases in other items 
suah as meat, sugars and syrups and vegetables. The greatest single oalorie inorease 
was' ~in the mi-lk and milk produot-s ootnmodi ty group. "- ~- ~-. -'~'"".'>-' ,~.~" 

Protein available remained at a high level ~nd: w.as well above that 
reoommended. Although meat, and henoe 'protein contributed 'by. meat, was slightly less 
than in the previous year, fat from this souroe was higher .. ' This was due to a ohange 
in quantities of the various types of meat oonsumed, mainly to a markeddeorease in 
beef and veal, and a signifioant inorease in mutton and lamb. 

As in the previous year, there was a. deorease in vitamin A'available. 
The lower level of oonsumption of vegetables was largely responsible for this, and 
offset any inoreased amounts of vitamin A oontributed by-milk and 'milk produots, eggs, 
oils and fats. 

Oaloium available from foods in 1959-60 was thellighest-amount for many 
yearsJ this was to a large extent due to a higher oonsUmption'of liquid whole milk 
and milk produots. This increase was offset slightly by the reduced quantity of 
vegetables available. 

Asoorbio acid, thiamine, riboflavin and niaoin levels were similar to 
the preVious year. 

The table below shows the quantity of I:'.utrients;s.vailablefor oonsumption . 
il1theAustraliandiet in 1959-60 (as shown in Table 10)iessest£ma:ted cookinglossess 
compared with the desirable quantities reoommended by the Na'tional Health and Medioal 
Researoh Oounoil. 

There is a significant loss of thiamine in thecookingeifmeat and 
vegetables, the amount of loss depending on the method and duration of oooking. In 
a normal mixed diet it is accurate enough to allow 15 per cent. -deduction from the 
total thiamine available. . 

TABLE 9 : NUTRIENTS AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION IN AUSTRALIAt~:1959~60t COMPARED WITH 

RECOMMENDED ALLOWANCES 

(Per Head per Day) 

Nutrient 

Oalories 
Protein (grammes) 
Oaloium (milligrammes) 
Vitamin A (international units) 
Thiamine (milligrammes) 
Riboflavin (milligrammes) 
Niaoin (milligrammes) 
Asoorbio aoid (milligrammes) 

(iv) NUTRIENTS AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION: 
into consumption during the year 1959-60 is 
of these data with previous years and other 
respeotively. 

. Reoommende(t; 
All owano es 

'2,232 
61 

. 924 
4,450 

1.14 
1.5 

11 .. 4 
32 

3,325 
'92.7 

.854 
7,374 

1.12 
1.88 

18.9 
58 

The estimated supplies of nutrients passing 
shown in Table 10 following. Comparison 
countries are given in Tables 11 and 12 

In Tables 10, 11 and 12, no allowanoes are made for losses of nutrients due 
to the effects of storage and oooking. These losses may be oonsiderable, but they are 
so variable that preoise allowanoes oannot be estimated. Losses due to prooessing 
have been allowed for in the conVersion faotors used for prooessed and preserved foods. 
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SEXJTION 3. - PRODUCTION, DISTRIBUTION AND APPARENT CONSUMPTION OF INDIVIDUAL 

COMMODITIm:! 

(i) Milk and. Milk Prod1:<ots (excludins Butter.) 

The production of' whole milk for all purposes during the year 1959-60 was 
approximately 1 ,.408.6 million gallons. This was 38.4 million gallons more than in 
the preceding year and 17.7 million gallons in excess of the average production for 
the years 1956-57 to 1958-59. 

During the three years ended 1938-39~ 78 per cent. of Australia.'s milk 
supply was used for butter-making. 5 per cent. for cheese manufacture" 3 per cent. 
for condensery products and 14 per cent. for fluid consumption and other purposes. 
In recent years increasing quantities of milk have been used for fluid oonsumption and 
largely on account of this the proportion of total milk production used for butter 
making has been lOwer than in the pre-war years. The proportions in 1959-60 were 65 
per cent. for butter, 7 per cent. for cheese, 6 per cent. for condensery products a.nd 
22 p.er oent. for ot.her purposes. 

Details of the quantity of whole milk produced and used for various 
purposes in the years 1957-58 to '1959-60 are shown in the following ta.ble in 
oomparison with the averages for the three year periods 1936-37 to 1938-39, 1946-47 
to 1948-49 and 1956-57 to 1958-59" 

TABLE 13;' : WHOLE ~ILl< .J PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION : AUSTRALIA 

(1000 Gallons) 

Total Quantity Used for -
Butter Cheese Year Whole Mi:tk 
(Facto~) (Factol~) 

Condena-ery 
Produced and Farm a.nd Farm Produots 

Average 1936-37 to 1938-39 1;141,116 8911755 54,,933 33,226 
Average 1946-47 to 1948-49 1,1531.236 738,370 91,642 78,739 
AVerage 1956-57.to 1958-59 1 :.330~853 865,347 90,561 79,687 

1957-58 1,264,421 811,583 78,550 19,864 

1958-59 1 fjj10, 191 893,626 94,900 81,014 

1959-60 (a) 1,408,561 916,528 97,810 83,111 . -
(a) Subject to revision. 

Other 
Purposes 

161,862 

244,485 

295,258 

294,424 

300,597 

310,446 

Details of the production and ut.ilization of milk and milk products 
(eXCluding butter) ar-e shown in the tables following far the year 1959-60 in ' 
comparison with earlier periods. 
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PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION Of MILK 

1959-60 

BUTTER. 917 MILL. GALS. 
65·1 % 

WHOLE MILK 290 MILL GALS. 
20' 6 % 

TOTAL PRODUCTION 1409 .. MILLION GALLONS 



TABLE 1! : MILK : PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION ¥ AUSTRALIA 

(Million Gallons) 

Partioulars 

Net· Change in Stooks 
Produotion 

Total Suppliesl 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 
Misoellaneous Uses (b) 
Apparent Consumption(o) - Total 

Per head(lb.) 

1 33.1 
1,142 1,153 1,331 

981 920 
161 233 

241.0 
Ca} SubJe~t tprevl.sion., se n "e manu ao ure 0 u 'er'~, a eese all 'con snsed 
eto. milk produots anc\ cionsumed as oream. (0) Includes small,quantitieiilofmil~ oonsumed! 
as. iO$ oream; used for misoellaneous rpant;i'aoturing purposesf'anQ.fed.,whole to livestook. 

TABLE 1'# MILK PRODUCTS (EXCLUDING BUTTER) J PRODUOTION AND UTILIZATION J AUSTRALIA 

(~. Butter is included with Oils.and Fats; see Seotion(v) following) , 
Partioulars 

--...... ... -
Net Change in Fe~ot.o:.'y S"~ocks ~o ) dfrT-·-fG'-::;',,:,;.~·t--- ,':')0':6 ,-) 0.7 (d ~~ 1.1 +; v • .;, . ... 

Produotion ~.LL 56!9 71.2 .73.0 67.4- 12.~ 

12.tal SUl2l2li~: 21.1 5e.O 71.0 73.0 68.0 73.4 - -.-~ 

Exports (inol. Ships' Stores) 8.5 32.4 26,,4 24.4 24.9 25.3 
Apparent Consumption - Total 13.2 2'2.~ 6 404. 6 . 48.6 43.1 48.1 

Per head(lb.) 4.3 7.5 10.3 11.,2 9.7 10.5 -. 
POWDERED MILK ~ e} (, 000 .!2!l!l 

Net Change in Faotory Stooks Co) ~U.) -) 0.2 ('';')076 ,+) 1.2,'-) 1.41'-) 1.4 
Produotion _-Z.:~ _.1 1 • 4.. _ 4801 4201 53.3 --5..2.t.~ 
~ SUl2plie.,!.1 9.5 21.6 47.5 4105 54.7 61.2 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 1.4 8.7 250.8 19.5 30.9 33.5 
Apparent Oonsumption - Total 8.1 1..?~ •• ,..2.1.0.1 22.0 23.8 27.7 

Per head (lb.) 2.6 3.8 500 5.0 5.3 6.1 --
._~ .. ,_...-_.~ . ....-.'i. . ...... INFANTS' AND INVALIDS' FOODS 'INCLUDING MAL'TlED MILK).l;t' l.~ 000 tons) 

Net Cha."i:ige in Faotory Stocks-Co) ~d) ~-) 0:2 rC";Y 1.5 ,-) 2.1 ,-) 1.5 (-) 2.9 
Production r-~..:2 9.3 13 .. 9_ 14.0 14.1 1.2.&.-

Total SUl2l2lJ.!!' 3 ') 9.5 15.4 16.1 15.6 18.5 .... 
~- '_: ro---.-

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 0.2 5.2 6.0 6.0 5.9 5.9 
Apparent Consumption - Total 3.0 :L.3_ ra_.9.·4 10~ 1 9 . ..L --1?~~ 

Per head (lb.) 1.0 1.3 2.2,. 2.3 2.2 2.8 
. ~.--- .... _- -.--...... ~ • .III •• -

~.".',\'~' .. " . . ,.",_ ..... -CHEESE .it 000 tonfll 

Net Change in -Cold Store Stooks (0) ~dY 1,-To.st+)-278lr-) 2.8 1(+) 6.1 1(-) 2.7 
Produotion _J:..4.~ __ ._..!2.:..:t_4.'Gi...~,_J.'i& 43.5 ~·4.6 

Total Supplies: 24.9 43.1 38.8 38.8 37.4 47.3 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 11.5 24.3 13.8 903 14.4 18.5 
Apparent consumption - Total 13.4 18.8 25.0 29.5 23.0 28.8 

Per head (lb.) 4.4 5.5 5.7 6.8 5.2 6.3 

(a)Subjeot to reViSion.. (b) Inoludes oondense:1 t oOlloentrated and avaporated sltim. 
i3-nd butter milk for, 1956-57 and la.ter years. (0) Includes allowanoe . for unreoordQd 
st,ock movements and imp,erts.(d) Not available. . (e) Ex:oiuttes Po~dered Butter Milk 
and Whey. (f) Inoludes Small' quantities of non-fa'c ms,}_ted milk. 



In "\ihe next table details of the estimated quanti ties of milk and milk 
produots (exoluding butter) available for oonsumption per head of population are shown 

\ for the years 1957-58 to 1959-60 in oomparison with the averages for the three year 
periods ended 1938-39, 1'948-49 and 1958-59. 

TABLE 1:' : MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS (EXCLUDING BUTTER) 
AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION : AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per Head per Year) 

(Note: Butter is inoluded with Oils and Fats, - see Section (v n 
Partioulars 1957-58 1958-59 1~5~-, 9y 

Fluid Whole Milk -
Estimated Weight (b) 
Quantity (gallons) 

Oream 
Full Cream Milk Produots -

Oondensed ,Conoentra ted and 
Evaporated Full Cream Milk­

Sweetened 
Unsweetened 

Powdered Full Cream Milk 
Infants' and Invalids' Foods Cd) 

Milk B~Products -
Oondensed; Conoentrated and 
Evaporated Skim and Butter Milk 

Powdered Skim Milk 
Cheese 

Milk and Milk Produots expressed as 
milk solids (e) 

241 ~O 
( 23.4) 

6.1 

fo~ ,,\ 

b 
2.6 
1.0 

('0) 

3.5 
4.0 
3.2 
1.3 

(0) 
0.6 

2.6 3.0 2.2 2.6 
6.4 6.5 6.4 6.9 
2.5 2.9 2.4 2.6 
2.2 2.3 2.2 2.8 

1.3 1.7 1.1 1.0 
2.5 2.1 2.9 3.5 

6.8 .2 6. 

49.6 48.4 51.0 
8.: Subjeatto:I':Eniisi'lJtl.i '" b-:,~s1li1n'!it:&d1~JT.~~!!.1n'.a, .. Qn(;~ ;-.. ·.1);",' .• ) :9 

, avaa,lable •. '. ',(d}.;Iribludes",mal;\I;ed ,m!:l.lk),.,nd'6mlallc.qtiMttt;tes ~f) n~f~t:.,l'l1al:t~dmi1k. ,." 
{:e)The total figUres are:;i~:rt.rms:·:!Q:ti:lIilfu1kJ.,$(i.ll.~,t-;Oi! F~~QL',fQ.rA"ll}.Q.;!vi..du.al..,:o8mmQp.i ties 
are actual net weightsll 

The apparent oonsumption of fluid milk per head of population has sho~ 
little variation during reoent years and although the 1959-60 oonsumption of 293.6 lb. 
per head was 20 ... 6 lb. or 7 per oent. less than the average for the three years ended 
1948-49 it was still oonsiderably in exoess of the average for the three years 
1936-37 to 1938-39 but only slightly greater than the average for the three years 
ended 1958-59. When expressed in terms of milk solids total oonsumption of milk 
and milk produots in: 1959-6p amounted to 51.0 Ibs. :per head. Of this .'36.2 lb .. p.er 
head was derived from fluid milk oonsumed, 4.3 lb. from cheese, 3.3 lb. from powdered 
skim milk1 2.5 lb. from powdered full oreal'll milk and 4.7 lb. from other milk produots. 

(i1) Meat 

I 

Produotion of caroass meat in Australia during 1959-60 is estimated 
at 1,426,200 tons exolusive of apprOXimately 74,500 tons of edible offal. This was 
74,.400 tons below the record level aohieved in the previous year. It was however 
52 per oent. and 5 per cent. above the avera.ges for the three years ended 1948-49 
and 1958-59 respeotively 

The production of beef and veal fell 15 per oent. to 767,400 tons in 
1959-60, oompared with the reoord output of 906.300 tons in 1958-59. It was also 
below the average produotion for the three years ende.d 1958-59, but greater than the 
amount of beef and veal produoed for the two three year periods ended 1938-39 and 
1948-49. 

Mutton produotion reached a new peak in 1959-60 of 359,000 tons. This 
was an increase of 16 per oent. over the previous highest output reoorded in 1958-59. 
Compared with the pre-war average for the three years ended 1938-39, produotion in 
1959-60 was 78 per oent. higher. 

The produotion of lamb again followed a similar trend to that of mutton, 
setting a new reoord output of 197,800 tons in 1959-60., a. figure whioh was 9 per oent. 
higher than in the previous record yea.r, 1958-59. 
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There was virtually no change in the production of pigmeat in 1959-60 
oompared with the previous year, both years being about 10 per cent. higher than during 
the three years ended 1948-49. 

The produotion of edible offal, which is not included with the carcass 
weight, is estimated at 74,500 tons in 1959-60 compared with 77,700 tons in 1958-59. 

Oomparative details of the production of each class of meat are shown in the 
table below. 

TABLE 11 I PRODUOTION OF OAROASS MEAT AND OFFAL: AUS!l'RALIA 

(tooo Tons) 

Olass of Meat Avera.eeJ years ended 1957-58 1958-59 1i9{~)60· 
1938-39 1948-49 1958-59 

Beef and Veal 569.1 542.4 837.5 791.5 906.3 767.4 
Mutton 201.4 176.5 268.0 269.8 310.4 359.0 
Lamb 117 .6 129.6 158.8 151.7 182.0 197.8 
Pigmeat 94.1 92.8 97.4 101.6 101.9 10~.0 

Total Meat: 982.2 941.3 1,361.7 1,314.6 1,500.6 1,426.2 

Offal (Edible) 48.0 45.9 69.3 68.5 77.7 74.5 

(a) Subject to revision. 

Particulars of the production and utilization of meat are shown in the 
three following tables:-

Table 1 a: 

Table :12: 

Table 20: 

Separate details are given for each class of carcass meat, distinguishing 
between the quantities exported or consumed as fresh or frozen meat and 
the quantities used for canning and curing. 

Particulars are shown of the production and utilization of processed meat 
{canned meat and bacon and ham), and total output of processed meat in 
terms of carcass equivalent weight. 

Total production and utilization of all meat (excluding offal), expressed 
in terms of caroa.ss equivalent~ weight are shown. 

Total oaroass meat used for oanning and curing in 1959-60 fell to its 
lowest level since 1948-49, 135,900 tons being used in 1959-60 compared with 153,900 
tons in the previous year. 

Exports of all meats (fresh, frozen, canned and cured in terms of oaroass 
equivalent weight) declined in 1959-60 falling by 12 per oent. to 409.100 tons from 
an all time record high level of 470,100 tons in 1958-59. 

The net result of the fall in production, reduced exports and a decline in 
stocks,was that total apparent consumption of all meat in Australia fell slightly from 
1,034,200 tons in 1958-59 to 1,026,200 tons in 1959-60. This fall was also reflected 
in a small deoline in the consumption per head from 232.8 lb. in 1958-59 to 226.0 lb. 
in 1959-60. 



19~ 

TABLE 1 ~ ': CARCASS MEAT (a) : PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION : AUSTRALIA 

('000 Tons) 

Particularf3 

Net Change in Meat Board Stocks 
Production 

Total SUP12lies: 

Exports (including Ships' Stores)(e) 
For Canning 
Apparent Consumption - Total 

Per head (lb\l) 

Net Change in Me.at Bo,ard Stocks 
Production 

Total SU12121ies: 
Exports (.) 
For Canning 
Apparent Oonsumption - Total 

Per head (lb. ). 

Net Change in Meat Board Stocks 
Production 

Total SU1212lies: 
Exports 
Apparent Consumption - Total 

Per head (lb.) 

Net Change in Meat Board Stocks 
Produotion 

Total Supplies: 

Exports 
For Canning and Curing 
Apparent Oonsumption(f) - Total 

MUTTON 
I 

(d) 
201 q4 

201.4 

17 .3 
-

184.1 

60.0 

(4) 
117.6 

117 .6 

71.6 
46.0 

15»0 

PIGMEAT 
- ra) 

94 .. 1 

94 .. 1 
13_7 
48~6 
3.1118 

Per head(lb~ I 1·0.4 

Net Change in Meat Board Stocks 
Produotion 

Total SUP~lies: 

Exports (including Ships' Stores)(e) 
For Canning and Curing 
Apparent Oonsumption - Total 

. r -

(-) 0~5 (+) 0.4 (+) 1.6 (-J 2.0 
176.5 268.0 269.8 310.4 

177.0 267 .. 6 268.2 312.4 

14 .. 8 27.4 23.0 . 49.0 
8.2 18.6 . 24.5 18.6 

154.0 221.6 220.7 244.8 

45.1 50,,9 50.7 55.1 

1(-) 1.5 (+) 0.1 (-) 0.6 (-) 0.4 
129.6 158.8 151.7 182.0 

131.1 158.7 152.3 182.4 

45.0 31.0 28 .. 7 40.7 
86.1 127.7 123.6 141.7 

25.2 29.4 28.4 31.9 

(-) 1,,2 - \+) 0~8 (-) 1·9 
92,;8 97.4 101 0 6 1'01.9 

9400 97.4 100.8 103.8 

6.3 0*8 1.0 0.9 
63.4 52,71 52.6 55 .. 3 
24.3 43~9 47.2 47.6 

7.1 10 .. 1 10.9 10.7 

(+) 0 ... 8 
359,,0 

358.2 

47 .. 6 
29~2 

281~4 

62~0 

t-) 0.3 
19708 

198.1 

26 .. 4 
171 .. 1 
37 Q8 

(+)Oq8 
102,!Q 

101 .. 2 

0.4 
51. T 
49.1 

: 
10 .. 8 

Per head (lb.) 225.7. 186.5 214.2 215.1 215 .. 3 211.5 

(a) Exoludes offa4 (b) Subjeot to revision. (0) ;rncl~des iIllPorts. ' Cd) Not 
available.~ (e) Ino1udes Oaraasseq~iva.lent of boneless 'meat. exported. (f) Pork, ~ 
includ~ng smallgoods and estimates for trimmings fI'om· oaconar ca;rca$ses .. 
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TABLE 19 'I PROCESSED MEAT: PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION (a) : AUSTRALIA 
( 

('000. Tons) 

Particulars 

CANNED MEAT (Canned Weitmt) , 
Net Change in Factory Stocks{o) ttl) (-J2.8 t-) 002 C +) 0.5 'C-y 4.4 (+) 2.2 
Production 12.0 .. 49 .. 0 72.2 78.3 72.4 64.2 

Total Supplies. 12.,0 -' 51.8 72.4 77.8 76.8 62.0 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 5.5 42.8 54.5 58.3 55.8 47.3 
Apparent Oonsumption - Total 6.5 '9~0 17.9 19.5_ 21.0 14.7 

Per head (lb.) 2.1 2.6 4,.1 . 4.5 4.7 ' 3.2 
.'. 

BACON AND HAM (Cured Weiet) 

Net Change in Faotory Stocks 3~~~ - (+) 0.1 c-) 0.2 I( +) 0.3 (-) 0.8 
Produotion 45 •. 1 36.9 36.7 38.1 36.5 

Total Supplies: 32.5 45.1 36 •. 8 36.9 38.4 37.3 
JOCports (inol. Ships' stol:'es) 1.0 3.1 0.5 0.5 0.3 0.3 
For Canning· - 2.1 6.0 6 ~ 1 6.4 6.5 
Apparent Oonsumption - Total' 31.5 39 .. 9 30.3 30.3 31.7 30.5. 

Per head (lb.) 10.2 11.7 . 7.0 7.0 7.1 6.7 

TOTAL PROCESSW MEAT· { CARCASS EQUIVALENT WEIGHT) 

Net Change in Faotory Stooks '0 d 
Produotion 66.6 

r-~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Total Supplies.: 

Exports 
Apparent consumption - Total 

Per head (lb.) 20.3 

(a) Exoluding offaL. (b) -SuQjeot t,o revis1o~.: . (0) InolUd,es J.Jnports. (d) Not 
available. 

. . r 

TABLE 20: 'TOTAL. MEAT (EXCLUDING OFFAL) :PRODUCTION~AND UTILIZATION .! 
(CARCASS EQUIVALENT WEIGHT) ; AUSTRALIA 

('000 Tons) 

Partioulars 
AveraR.'9 3 year-s ended 1957-58 1958-59 1959;;..60 
1938~39 1948-49 ,1958-59 ·.(a) 

Net Change in Stooks (b) (d) (-) 3.3 (+) 5.5 (+)6.2 (-) 3.8 ( ... ) 9.1 
Produotion , ' 9B2 • 2 .9_41. 3 1 ~ 361 .7 1.,314.6 1.500.6 1.426~2 

Total. Supplies: 982.2 944.6 1 t 356.2 1,308.4 1.504.4 1,435.3 
Exports (incl. Ships l Stores)(d) 232 .. 4 238.0 351 .. 8 295.7 470.1 409.1 
Apparent Oonsumption ~ To~al 749i8 706106' 1,004.4- '1..012 .. 7 1 .• 034.3 1~026 .. 2 

;Per head (lb.) 244 .. 4 206.8 23.0.9 232.8 232 .. 8 226.0 

(p.) Subject to'revision. (b) lnoludesimpo::t$ti (e) Not a.vailable. ,', (d.) Includes 
oa:roaes, equivalent of ibcneless !ne.at e,xported. 
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As a result of the rationing of meat, the apparent consumption per he~. 
fell during the 1939-45 War and immediate post-war years, and has since remained at a 
lower level than pre-war. Consumption in 1959-60 was 237.5 lb. per head carcass 

. weight. This is 7.3 lb. per head lower than the previous year when 244.8 lb. was 
consumed and 15.3 lb. per head below average consumption during the years 1936-37 to 
1938-39. 

:Beef and veal consumption, after increasing steadily during t~e post-war 
years to a maximum of 131.6 lb. per head in 1950-51 subsequently declined. There has 
been a sharp fall since 1957-58~ when consumption was at a level of 125.1 lb. per head, 
to 117.6 lb. in 1958-59 and 100.9 lb. in 1959-60. 

The consumption of mutton increased by 6.9 lb. per head during 1959-60 
i compared with 1958-59 and at 62.0 lb. was slightly higher than the immediate p:l.~e-war 
average of 60.0 Ibo Lamb consumption rose in 1959-60 to the record level of 37.8 lb. 
,per head which was 22.8 lb. more than the average consumption during the three years 
1936-37 to 1938-39 and 12.6' lb. greater than the post-war average 1946-47 to 1948-49. 

Pork consumption (at 5.8 lb. per head) in 1952-53 was at the lowest level 
recorded for any post-war year, but increased to 10.9 lb. in 1957-58, the highest 
recorded since the war. Consumption in 1959-60 was 10.8 lb. per head. The particulars 
relating to pork consumption embrace all pigmeats other than bacon ~~d ham and include 
that used for smallgoods. At 6.7 lb. per head, bacon and ham consumption in 1959-60 
was 47 per cent. below the 1946-47 peak: of 12.7 lb. 

Owing to divergent cutting practices by butchers in this country and 
because of the difficulty of clearly defining the term "re'cail weig...'1t of mea til, H is 
considered impracticable to derive a satisfactory factor for the purpose of expressing 
estimated meat consumption in terms of retail w~ight. Depending on cutting practices 
employed and whether or not bones eto. sold to oustomers are included in retail weight 
of meat, the reta.il weight as a propor'Uon of oaroass weight ranges from a:)ct'.t 60 
per oent. to 15 per oent. for beef, from 80 per cent. to 95 per oent. for mutton and 
~amQ and from go per cent. to 95 .;per cent. for pork. Howover, appro:{imat3 estimates 
of the edible weight of meat consUmedhav~ been used for the purpose of oalculating 
nutrient intake. 

TAJjkE 21 I. MEATj;r~rOo~lJD_ING _ CY~'tLAWt9AmI!Ut A.~_EDIBI,E 
9FFAL .~ VAH;A~.~!_!~i ,q2~~PIf~~1~!t,J Al1§'!lMkIA 

(l~, per Head pe~ Year) 

CQmmQd~ty 

:Beef and Veal 

Jau1;toJl (0) 

LMI§ (~) 

:rPI'~ (b) 
QffAl, 

1938-39 

140.3 
60,0 

1!)~0 

1Cl.4 
8.4 

a~~4 M@~t (~) ~,1 

Ba€lcm ~M Ham (4) 1p,{l 
' ..... " "', ~ ." ~., '<>"'-""""~>"T • 

1948 ... 49 1958-59 

109.1 123.8 
,45,1 50.~ 

25.2 29.4 
1,1 10.1 

8,~ 11.4 

~" 4.1 
,,;" $·j'~rI?' ,:jl;,·'" ... ff·'~ Q 

OgNl~Ss klJiv141ept gf M@a,~ •.. ': .'·,;"':··7.',:' ..... , 
t:\Jl\l 14el4tPltgg,ij,~1i~ ,.) 'I..~,~,!.:~,: .. ~:: :·;:~~1:':','1:;;,:::~:·:.'.,t42·~'~' . 

195'1-58 

125.1 
50.7 
28.4 
10.9 
11.8 

4.5 
7.0 

~4496 
~-,.,-",-..,,,. 

1958-59 1959-60 
; (a) 

111.6 100.9 
55.1 62.0 
31.9 37.8 
10.7 10 .. 8 

12.0 11.5 
4.7 3.2 
7. 'J 6.7 

L 

244.8 237.5 

:'. ~). 3ubj@@il@:' if@V~§tOft, (,,) Q,~O~~>"i.t, @t f~@@b me~ .. i~ 
(1*) Cu:r@4 w@i_ri.,,(.) IM1\i41. OttMIt 

(0) OE..Me4 weight. 
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(;i1) Poultry, Game and Fish 
i 

Although· details of·the quantities of poultry a.nd game entering consumption 
in Australia cannot be measured preciselY*,evidence available suggests that since the 
lifting of meat rationing on 21st June, 1948 there has been a fall in the oonsumption 
of poultry and game per head, which is estimated at 15 .. 1 Ib, oarcass weight (8.8 lb. 
edible weight) during each of the years 1948-49 to 1959-60 compared with 16.1 Ib~ 
oarcass weight (9.3 lb. edible weight) in 1947-48 and a.verage consumption of 9 .. 7 lb • 

. carcass weight (5.6 lb. edible weight) during the three years ended 1938-39. 

Production of fresh fish reached a post-war peak of 81.4 million lb. 
(live weight) in 1952-53 but in succeeding years has fallen to muoh lower levels. . In 
1959-60, recorded production amounted to 77.8 million lb., an increase of 3.4 million 
lb. compared with the previous year. These figures exclude the catch by fishermen 
other than commercial fishermen, the production by Uamat.eurs" being taken as equal to 
10 per cent. of commercial production for the purpose o,f estimating supplies available 

.for consumption. 

Compared with the previous year, imports of fresh fish in 1959-60 inoreased 
by 19.7 million lb. to 64.5 million lb. The main increase in imports came from South 
Africa (from 7.6 million lb. to 12 .. 1 million lb.) but significant rises also occurred 
in quantities imported from the United Kingdom and New Zealand. 

The oonsumption of fresh fish per head of popula.tion at 6 Q4 lb. edible 
weight during 1959-60 was 21 per cent. more than that of the previous year. 
Consumption of cured fish increased from 0,,8 lb. per head in 1958-59 to 1.1 lb. per 
head in 1959-60. 

The production of orustaoeans and mollusos in 1959-60 totalled 56.0 
million Ib~ (gross in-shell weight), an inorease in comparison with 1958 ... 59 of 4.1 
million Ib.. Consumption increased from 0,9 lb. per head in 1958-59 to 1.0 l,b .. in 
1959-60 .. 

Prior to the wart the consumption of canned fish in Australia was almost 
entirely from imported supplies, but since the war, fish oanning in Austra.lia has 
expanded considerably. Imports in 1958-59 amounted to 16.7 million lb. and in 
1959-60 to 20.3 million lb. During 1959 ... 60 29% of canned fish consumed was from 
local supplies, consumption per head being 2.8 lb. (0.8 lb. loca.l and 2 .. 0 lb. imported) .. 

Total consumption of fish (including canned) during 1959-60 is estimated at 
114.4 million lb. edible weight (11.3 lb. per head.) as compared with 95.1 million lb. . 
edible weight (9 .. 5 lb. per head) in the previous year. This is equival.ent to 
approximately 228.7 million lb. live weight ~nd192,.8 million lb. live weight . 
respecti vely., 

* flee Explanatory Notes at the beginning of this Bulletin for description of the. 
methods of arriving at apparent oonsumption. 



Partioulars of the, estimated sl1nplies of eaoh oommodHy,inoluded in this 
gToup~, a.vailable' for, oonsumption are showh_±n.Table~.22't below,. ,'"" " 

TABLE 2~ J POULTRY, GAME AND FISH AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION J 

AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per Head per Year) 

Average 3 years ended 
Commodity 1957-58 1958-59 

t938-39 1948-49 1958-59 

Poultry (Car,cass Weight) • ~, 9.7 f 10.4 9.7 9.7 9.7 
Rabbits and Hares(Carcass Weight) 5.4 5.4 5.4 5.4 
Fish, etc. (n) -

Fresh and Frozen - ----..... 

Fish - Australian ~' 6.4 5.7 ~ 3.2 )..1 3.1 
Imported 2.1 2.1 2.2 

Crustaceans and MQlluscs 0.7 0.6 0.9 0.8 0.9 
,:cured (0) (0) 0.9 1.3 OQ8 

, "Oaniled-Austra.lian ~ 4·1 3.0 ~ 0.8 0.7 0.8 
Imported 1.,7 1.8 1.7 

" 

Edible weight of Poultry; 
Game and Fisp, 16.8 t8.5 1,8.2 18.6 18.~ 

(a) Subject to revision. (b) Edible weight. (c) Included with Fresh • 

.llil..;. Egw> and Egg Products 

1959-60 
(a.) 

9.7 
5.4 

3.2 
3.2 
1.0 
1.1 
0.8 
2.0 

20.1 

Statistics of egg production must necessarily be aooepted with some 
reserve. In the absence of a oomplete census of egg produotion, which would involve 
considerable labour and expense, it has been neoessary to compute a figure based upon, 
the best data. available. The produotion shown in the followi,ng table is based upon 
the reoiDrds of Egg Boards of production from areas u.'tlder their oontrol. plus estimates 
of production from uncontrolled a;r:'eas and by "baok-yard" poultry-keepers based on data 
obtained fl'om other sources. On this basis,. it is estimated that the level of total 
egg production in 1959-60 was about H6 t 400 tons (equivalent to about 198 million 
dozen) compared with maximum production of 122,000 tons (208 million dozen) in 1946""!47 
and the pre-war average ,of -just under 90,000 tons or about 154 million d02len. It 
should be hated that the estimated decline in total egg p+,oduction since 1946-47 is 
based very largely on trends in commeroial pI'oduction (controlled by Egg BoardS). 
Data as to the trend in non-oontrolled production are at present inadequate. 

E:x:por1;s of shell eggs during 1959-60 amounted to 2,000 tons. oompared with 
3,300 tons during t.he previous year and 7,300 tons in 1957..;.58. The average export of 
eggs:'during the three years ended 1948-49 amounted to 10.,400 tons, while the pre-war 
average was 7,600 t.ons. 



Comparat:.ve details of the prod.uction and utilization of eggs and egg 
produots are shown in the following table:- . 

TABLE 23 i EGGS AND EC·G PRODUCTS :. PRODUC.!ION AND UTILIZATION : AUSTRALI.A 

(vOOO Tons) 

Particulars 

SHELL~ 
. 

. _----_._"- . 
I'iet Change iT;), Egg Board Stock s (b) (+) 0.1 ~ (-) 0.71(-) 0.1 (+) 0.4 
Production (c) 

~Supplie£!.!. 

Ex?orts (incl. Ships' Stores 
F'orpulp and :gowcler ana. waste 
App~~ent eonsum~tion - Total 

) 

Per he 

--------~------,--------

89.5 11 o M9 -
8905 119.8 -
7.6 1O~4 
3.2 22.9 

~ 18.7 86~5 

ad (12'.:) . - 25.7. 25.4 _. 

EC-G PULP (1iquicl. Whole) ill 

111.2' 111.8 106.1 116 .. A 

111G2 112.5 106.2 116.0 

5~6 7.3 3.3 2.0 
13.5 13.9 9.6 15.9 
92.1 91.3 93.3 9801 

21.2 21.0 21.0 21.5 

Net Change in Egg Board Stocks 
P:.~ocluction 

--
(b) 

.. -,-
(-) 1.4 

-
- (-) 0.2 (-) 0,,51<+) 0.8 

19t~L Sup.lil:ies: 

Exports 
Usea. for :powder 
Apparent Oonsumption - Total 

Per head 

--
Net Change in Egg Board Stocks 
Production 

Total .§..~l.!!.: 

Exports 
Apparent Consumption - Total 

Per head - -
- -

hango in Egg Board Stocks NaJe C 
?.cocLu 

ExpO!' 

Was'lia 
A:ppar 

otlon 

Total Supulies: --.......... 
ts (j.llcl. Ships 9 Stores) 
ge 
ant Consumption - Total 

3 .. 2 20.'0 

3.2 21.4 

0 0 3 12.0 
- 0.8 

2.9 8.6 

(lb o ) 0.9 2.51 
- -
EGG POWDER (d) 

r, 
-I (-) 1.21 - 302 

~ 

- 404 
- - 4.4 

- -
(lb. ) - -I --

Co) 1(_) 2.5 
890') 112·9 

89.5 122,,4 

709 26.8 
- 0.5 

13.1 13.5 9.3 15.6 

13.1 13.7 9.8 1408 

7.2 8.2 3.9 7.6 
0.2 0.2 0.3 0 .. 3 
>}.7 5.3 5.6 6.q 

1.3 1.2 1.3 1.5 -

- - - -
0.2 OG2 0.3 0,.3 

0.2 0.2 0 .. 3 0,,3 
~ 

- 0.1 - (e) 
0.2 0.1 0.,3 0.3 

(f) (f) 0~1 [ 0.1 
-

.' 3 (.:)0.9(-) 0961(:)1.; 
111.2 111.8 106.1 ~ 116.~ 
111.2 112.7 106.7 115.2 

12.8 1506 7.2 9.6 
0.4 0.4 0.3 0.3 

98,,0 96.7 99.2 105.3 81·ti.L 9201. 
Per head (lb. ) _36•6! 2~2.5 22.2 2204 23.2 -

(a.) Subjeot to revision. 

(·0) }Tot avails.ble. 

(0) Inoluclt3S estime.tes for 'lmcontrolled commerc:1.a.l production and production by 
sel±~-suppliers " 

(d) In te!~s of weight of shell eggs. 

(e) 17 tons onlYr 

et') Less them O.e5 ib" 
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Shell eggs, and the shell egg equivalent of liquid whole egg and egg powder 
per head available for consumption are shown in the following table8-

TABLE 21 a l!OOS AND l!XlG PRODUCTS IN TERMS OF SHELL mGS 

AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION : AUSTRALIA 

(Per Head per Year) 

Average 3 years ended 
Commodity 1957-58 

1938-39 1948-49 1958-5S 

Shell Eggs lb. 25.7 25.4 21.2 21.0 
Egg Pulp (Liquid: Whole) lb. 0.9 2.5 1.3 1.2 

I 
Egg Powder lb. - - (b) (b) 

Total Shell Egg Weights . lb. 26.6 27.9 22.5 . 22.2 
Equivalent No. of Eggs (c) 243 255 206 203 

1959-60 1958-59 (a) 

21.0 21.6 

1.3 1.5 
0.1 0.1 

22.4 23.2 
204 212 

, 

(a) Subject to revision. (b) Less than 0.05 lb. (c) The average weight of an egg 
in Australia is taken as 1.75 Oz. 

(v) Oils and Fats (including Butter) 

Reference is made in Seotion 3 (i) to the usage of milk for butter making. 
Produotion of butterreaohed a post-war peak of 208,900 tons in 1955-56 oompared with 
an average of 191,000 tons for the three year period 1936-37 to 1938-39. 

Exports of butter in 1959-60 were barely less than exports in 1958-59, 
when 78,900 tons were shipped (mainly to the United Kingdom). It was however 13 per 
cent. greater than the average for the three years ended 1958-59 but only 3 per oent. 
greater than the average. for the three years ended 1948-49. 

The produotion of table margarine for consumption in Australia is 
restricted by State legislation. Some easing of the restrictions in recent years 
has resulted in a larger production than previously. 

: ,.;/ 



Comparative details of the production and utilization of butter and of both 
grades of margarine are shown in the following table:-

TABLE 25 : BUTTER AND MARGARINE : PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION : AUSTRALIA 

('000 Tons) 

Particulars 

BUTTER 

Net Change in Stocks (b) 
o 19~~~ (-J 3.6 (-) 0.6 (+) 2.9 (-) 0.4 

Production 157.1 1~.A 1fl.8 19.3.6 
Total Supnliesl 19100 160.7 188.0 172.9 194 .. 0 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores)(e) 90.0 76.0 69.6 52.2 ~ 78.9 
Apparent Qonsumption - Total 101.0 8A._l 118.4 120.7 115.1 

Per head (lb.) 32,,9 24.8 2702 27.8 25.9 

MARGARINE - TABLE (fl 

Net Change in Stocks (c) (-) 0.6 1(+) 0.9 (+) 0.1 (+) 0.7 
Production 2.8 6.A~ 16.5 16.1 16.1 

Total Supulies: .. ', 
2.8 7.0 1506 16.0 15.4 

Exports - 4.0 0.1 0.3 -
Apparent Consumption - Total 2.8 3.0 15.5 15.7 1":;.4 

Per head (lb. ) 0.9 0.9 3.6 3.6 3.5 
t 

MARGARINE - OTHER (h.) 

Net Change in Factory Stocks (c) -1(+) 0.2 - (+) 0 .. 2 
Production 12.2 18~ 21.6 21.0 23.7 

Total Sllpplies: 12.2 18.9 21.4 2100 23.5 
Exports - 0.2 0.2 - 0.6 
Apparent Consumption - Total 12.2 18.7 21.2 21.0 22.9 

Per head (lb. ) 4.0 5.2 4.9 4.8 5.1 
-

19~~~ 
197.5 
78.6 

118.9, 

26.2 

t.g) 
16.0 
16.0 

t.d ) 
16.0 

3·5 

(+) 0 .. 3 
25.9 
25.6 
0.1 

2,.5 

506 

(a) Subject to revision. (b) Includes allowance for unrecorded stock movements. 
(c) Not available. (d.) Less than 50 tons. (e) Includes dry butter fat, ghee and 
tropical spread expressed as butter. (f) Recorded as such. No allowance is made for 
table margarine used for other than It'table" purposes. (g) 86 tons only; rounded to zer('1 
in this tnble for balancing purposes. (h) Reoorded as margarine, other than table. 
No nllowance is made for other ma:'garine usee. for "table" purposes. 

Following the termination of butter rationing in June, 1950, consumption 
of butter increased sharply and reached 31.2 lb. per head in 1951-52 compared with an 
average annual consum,tion of 32.9 Ib.per head dUl~ing the three years ended 1938-39. 
Consumption per head in recent years has, however. declined, amounting to only 26.2 lb. 
in 1959-60. 

Consumption of table margarine fell when butter rationing ceased but has 
sinoe risen and, in 1959-60, was 3.5 Ib Q per head compared with an al!erage consumption 
of 0.9 lb. during each of the three year periods ending 1938-39 and 1948-49. In 
1959-60, consumption of margarine other than table was 5.6 lb. per head compared with 
5.1 lb. in 1958-59. 
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Details of ,the estimated supplies of "visible" fats a.nd oils available 
for oonsumption per head of population are shown in the following table for the 
three year periods ended"t938-39, 1948-49 and .1958-59 together with the three years 
1951-58 to 1959-600 

TABLE 2~ : "VISIBLE" FATS AND OILS AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION "8 AUSTRALIA 

(lb o per Head per Year) 

Commodity Average 3 years ended 
1957-58 1958~59 19i~60 1938-39 1948-49 1958-59 

Butter 3209 2408 2702 27,,8 2509 2602 
Margarine - Table 009 009 30 6 306 3.5 305 

Other 400 502 409 4 .. 8 501 5.6 
Lard 107 102 102 1.2 1.2 102 
Vegetable Oils and Other Fats (b) 4.7 401 400 400 400 4.0 

Fat Content of "Visible" Fats and Oils 3706 30 .. 9 35.5 3503 3308 34 .. 6 

(a) Subjeot to revision. (b) Based on oonsumer survey data of 1944~ no data are 
available--:, as to reoent trends in oonsumptiono 

( vi) Sugar and SyrUPS 

During the war, owing to labour shortages, adverse seasonal conditions, eto. 
output of cane sugar fell to levels well below those ruling in the immediate pre-war 
period.. In post-war years, however, produotion has expanded oonsiderably, and by 
1957-58 and 1958-59 amounted to 1,222,200 tons (192969300 tons at 94 net titre) and 
1~353,400 tons (1,412,400 tons at 94 net titre) respeotivelyo The 1959-60 production 
was 1,270g 600 tons (1,296,800 tons at 94 net titre) whioh was 6 per oent .. below the 
record production of 1958-59. 

J 

The following table shows details of production and utilization of raw 
sugar for 1959-60 with comparative details for earlier periods. Small quantities of 
Beet sugar are included for years up to and inoluding 1947-48, at which stage produotion 
oeasedo 

TABLE 2a 8 RAW SUGAR : PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION g AUSTRALIA 

('000 Tons) 

Avera,g:e 3 years ended > 

Partioulars 
1938-39 1948-49 195_8 .... 59 1957-58 1958-59 

Net Change in Stooks (b) (+)602~O~ (+) 205 ( ... ) (~"g (-)3101 (+)10.3 
Production (raw) 77903 d 68309 1,26404 1~22202 19 35304 

Total Supplies~ 773.1 681Q4 1,26603 1,25303 1,343.1 

Exports (e) (including sugar 
oontent of manufactured products 
exported) 43503 25106 75303 73308 82704 

Miscellaneous Uses (r) 1102 21 0 0 22 .. 6 29.4 1804 
Apparent Oonsumption(g) - Total 32606 40808 490 04 49Q" 1 49703 

Per headCLbJ 106 05 11907 11203 112.6 111.9 

1959-60 
(a) 

(+)22ot) 
1,270.6 

1,248.0 

725.2 
18.6 

504.2 

111.0 

(a) Subject to revision. (b) Stooks of raw sugar at refineries, mills, ports and in 
transit, and of refined sugar at refinerieso Sugar content of imported foodstuffs is 
included 0 (c) By Qalanceo (d) Average three seasons, 1936 to 19380 (e) Raw and 
refined inoluding ships' stores and sugar in exported produotso (f) Including 
quantities used in processed food (e.g. oanned fruit, jams eto.), Golden Syrup and 
Treaeleo (g) Including sugar content (in terms Qf refined sugar) of manufactured 
products consumed. 



In the next table, details of supplies of sugar (including sugar 
contained in mauufactured products) and sy7L'ups available for consumption per head of 
population are shown. 

TABLE 28 I SUGAR AID SYRUPS AVAILABLE Fe£! CONSUMPTION: AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per Head per Year) 

Commodity Averap;e 3 years ended 
1957-58 1958-59 1938-39 1948-49 19'58-'59 

Refined Sugar - As Sugar 70.6 68.7 60.3 59 .• 5 60.8 
In Manufactured 
Products 35.9 51.0 52.0 53.1 51.1 

Totall 106.5 119.7 112.3 112.6 111.9 

Syrups, Honey and Glucose 
(Sugar Content) 5 .. 5 5.6 5 .. 2 4.7 5.2 

Total SUgar Contentl 112.0 125.3 117.5 117.3 117.1 

(a) Subject to revision. 

19t~)60 

55.2 

55.8 

111.0 

5.7 

116.7 

The estimates of sugar oonsumption given in this Report represent 
apparent oonsumption measured in terms of disposals of sugar by refineries and sugar 
oonter.t of disposals of sugar produots by manufaoturers. In general, the estimates 
do not take into aoOO\U1t stocks in the following categories in respect of which 
inadequate deta are availablel-

(i) Wholesalers', retaile~st and householders' stocks of sugar. 

(ii) Sugar oontent of stocks of manufactured products held by 
produoers, wholesalers, retailers and householders. 

The oonsumption of sugar (excludillg that consumed in manufactured products) 
during 1946-47, the last oomplete year of ra".;ionil1.g, was 65.9 lb. per head oompared with 
10.6 lb. per head during the pre-war period. It rose_iuitially following the oessation 
of rationing, but has since shown a downward trend altho~gh a slight rise occurred in 
1958-59. Oonsumption per head in 1959-60 was 9 per cent. below that of 1958-59 and 
20 per oent. less than the immediate post-war average. 

Yfuile consumption of sugar as such has shown a tendency to decrease, the 
toJ.;al sugar constuned per head of population had, until 1955-56, shown a steady increase 
oVJ:'l.ng to greater -consumption of sugar in manufact'lU'ed products. During the three most 
recen.t years, consumption has varied only sl~ghtly, being estimated at about 111-112 lb. 
per hee.d. 

, 
.->, . 
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(vii) Pulse and Nuts 

Details of the supply and utilization of dried pulse (mainly blue peas, 
split peas and navy 'beans) and peanuts are shown in the following table.. In 
estimating the available supplies of peanuts for the years 1957-58 to 1959-60, data 
relating to reoeivals of peanuts by the Peanut Marketing Board have been used p together 
with available information on ohanges in stooks held by the Boardj) in lieu of 
produotion data o This permits a better assessment of utilization than previously" 

The other oommodities ino1uded in this group oonsist of edible tree nuts 
and ooooa (raw beans).. Edible tree nuts oonsumed in Australia now oonsist prinoipally 
of imported oooonuts and looa11y-grown almonds and wa1nutsj) while ooooa supplies are 
obtained entirely from imported beans" 

TABLE a, ~ PULSE AND PEANUTS 3 PJ;WDUOTION AND UTILIZATION s AUSTRALIA 

(tooo Tons) 

Partioulars 

DRIED PULSE -
Net Change in Stooks {b} )0 {-) 300 000 (+) 009 (-) 208 
Imports Ie 109 3 .. 0 3/1 1 108 
Produotion (e 12 .. 0 13.,4 l2.,0 11,,0 

Total Supplies!, (0) 16 .. 9 1604 14.,2 1506 

Exports (ino1" Ships' Stores) ~~~ 8 .. 6 4 .. 9 4,,7 500 
Seed and. Waste 101 0 05 0 06 0,,4 
Apparent Oonsumption - Total (d) 405 702 1100 809 10,,2 

Per head (lb .. ) (d) 1,,5 200 206 2 .. 1 203 

PEANUTS (IN SHELL) 

0 00 
401 

1101 
15 .. 2 

401 
004 

10llJ 

203 

Net Ohange in. Stooks (e) (0) (-) 004 (e) (+) '109 (+) 902 (+) 5,,4 
Imports 401 - 3119 7 .. 6 301 3" 1 
Reoeivals by Peanut Marketin~ Board (f) 700 (f)17,,3 ~51114 11 .. 9 25,,3 2705 

l' 
Total Suppliesg 1101 17 .. 7 19,,3 17 0 6 1902 2502 

Exports - 004 - - - -
Used for oil extraotion (g) 609 (g) 404 40i8 2 .. 0 608 6.8 
Apparent Oonsumption - Total 402 12 .. 9 1405 1506 1204 1804 

Per head (lb o ) 104 308 3,,:!, 306 2,,8 400 
, 

a) Subjeot to revision.. {b} Held by the Fiel Peas J4a.rketing Board of Ta,smaru.a .. 
e~ Not availableo (d) Estimate based on-j936 Survey of household oonsumption .. 
e Held by Peanut Marketing Board.. (f) Reoeivals 'by Pea.,nut Marketing Board not 

available - figures shown relate to produotion .. (8) inoiudes quantities used for ~eed" 

The estimated supplies of the oommodities in this group"avallable for 
oonsumption per head of population, are shown in the following 'table" The apparent 
oonsumption of dried pullileper head inoreased oonsiderably after the wa.r~ but sinoe 
1953-54, has fallen from 3'07 lb .. per head to 2 .. 3 l'b o in 1959-600 The oonsumption of 
peanuts (inoluding saited. peanuts and as peanut butter or paste) in terms of the 
kernel equivalent 9 showed remarkable expansion'fro~ 0 .. 9 lb o per head pre-war to an 
average of 205 lb~ per head over the three years ended 1948-490 In some reoent years 
apparent oonsumption has fallen to extremely low levels, but it should be noted that it 
is likely that some of the apparent fluotuations in the apparent oonsumption of peanuts 
arise from the inoomplete information on stooks .. 



TABLE 30 8 PULSE AND NUTS AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION g AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per Head per Year) 

Commodity Average 3 years ended 1957-58 1958-59 1959-60 
1938-39 t9A8.;..49 1958-5<; Cal 

Dried Pulse 1.5 2.0 206 2" 1 2.3 203 
Peanuts (Without Shell) (b) 0.9 2 .. 5 1..7 2 .. 4 1.9 207 
Edible Tree Nuts (Without Shell) 0 .. 8 1.3 105 10 6 1.6 105 
Cocoa (raw beans) 2 Q 1 3 .. 4 2.7 2.7 2.5 2,,1 

Total 8 Eaible Weight 5.3 9 .. 2 8.5 8.8 13.3 9 .. 2 
(a) Subjeot to revision. (b) See text above. 

(viii) Vegetables 

The classifioation of vegetable's in this issue of the Report differ,s from 
that appearing in previous issues o The revised classes are as followss 

'Ia) Roots and bulbs o 
b) Tubers (Potatoes, white and sweet) 
c) Tomatoes 
d) Leafy and Green Vegetables (incl. Legumes) 
e) Other Vegetables. 

Basic da:t;a relating to the production of vegetables excludes!) for the 
most part, all home gardens, where production mostly occurs on a non-commercial scale. 
In this bulletin an estimate for home gardens and the like has been added to commercial 
output. These data are set out in detail in § 8 Q:f Table 5-a~ 

In the following tables~ all vegetables are shown in terms of fresh or 
fresh equivalent~ that is, the statistics in effect relate to the pre-processing stage. 
For'example~ the consumption of tomatoes includes fresh tomatoes consumed plus the 
fresh equivalent of tomatoes consumed as tomato products (canned tomatoes, tomato juice, 
etco)o Production, imports, exports? etc. are treated similarly. 

(a) Root and Bulb Vegetabl~8 
onions 9 parsnips and turnipso 

Vegetables in this class include beetroot~ carrots, 

Consumption per head for the year 1959-60 was 32.0 lb. per head,b~ing 8.8 
per cento below the average for the three years ended 1958-59.. This, in turnp 
represents a 16 .. 6 per cent 0 " decrease on the average for the three years ended 1948-49. 
No data are available for the pre-war years. 

TABLE 3j 8 ROOT AND BULB VEGETABLES g PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION (a) 8 AUSTRALIA 

(~OOO Tons) 

Particulars Average 3 years ended 1957-58 1958-59 1959-60 
1938~39 1948-49 19'38-59 (b) 

Net Change in Stocks ~~~ (0) (c) (0) (c) (0) 
Production 16709 16304 176.5 15206 155 .. 7 

Total Supplies8 (0) 16709 163 .. 4 176.5 152.6 15507 
Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) (d) \0 1503 P.t 601 6.1 6 .. 0 
Waste ~~ 809 4,,5 5.2 4.1 406 
Apparent Consumption- Total 143.7 152.8 165_02 142b4 145.1 

Per head (lb. ) (0) 42,,1 35.1 38.0 3201 3200 
{a) Expressed as fresh plus fresh equivalent of processed products .. {b) Subject to 
revision. (d).Partlyestimated. 
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(b) T'tfbers (Pota;toes2 White and Sweet): In the following table, details relating to 
the production and utili~ation of white and sweet potatoes are shown. The data 
relating to white potatoes have been .compiled from information supplied by State 
Potato Marketing Boards (for the years 1946-47 to 1948-49), in addition to that 
collected by Statisticians,plus an estimate for self-suppliers. In post-war years, 
the details relate to seasons ended October. 

Production was expanded considerably during the war years to meet the 
requirements of the Armed Forces and reached a peak of 686,400 tons of marketable 
potatoes in 1944-45. ?roduction declined in each succeeding year to 1950-51 when 
the marketable crop amounted to 408,900 tons. In recent years production has been 
fairly constant. . 

After the war, a small export trade in potatoes was built up. During 
1951-52, 41,000 tons were exported,but in following years smaller quantities were 
shipped. 

TABLE 32 ; POTATOES PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION AUSTRALIA 

('000 Tons) 

Year ended 31st October -Average, Average 3 years 
19591

1960 Particulars 1936-37 tc ended 1958 1938-39 1948 ... 4~ 11228-35 
. (a) 
I 

Net Change in Stocks 
Production (d) 

Total Supplies: 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 
Seed 
Apparent Consumption(f)-'l'otal 

Per head(lb. 

POTATOES, WHITE 

POTATOES ll SWEET (g) 

Net Change in Stocks (b) 
Production 1.A 

Total Supplies: 7'.4 
i 

Exports -
Apparent OonsUmption -Total 7.4 

. Per headtl:bi~ 2.4 

~~~ \ b) 
60 'I 

503 6.1 

- -
5.3 601 
1.5 1,,4 

ra) Subject to revision. (b) Not available. c) Stocks in Potato 

t,b) 
6 D 1 

\b) 
6.2 

6 ~ 1 6~2 

- -
6.1 6~2 

1.4 1.4 
Committee Store 

and carry-over on farms. Oomparablefigures for other periods are not a.vailable~ 
(d) Marketable produetion. (e) Includes waste and quantities used for o6;~r .. il1g and 
dehydration. (f) Fre~hpotatoes only. (g) Years ended June. 

The estimated consumption of potatces rose continuously from the pre-war 
level of 106.2 Ibo per head (103.8 lb. of white and 2.4 lb4 of sweet) until 1946-47, 
when a total of 134.8 lb. was consumed. It has since fallen and has fluctuated 
at a level slightly above that of pre-war. 

~~l 
6,,4 

-
6 .. 4 
1.4 

Comparative details of the consumption of both white and sweet potatoes per 
head of population are shown in the following table. It should be noted that little 
information is available concerning recent trends in home growing of potatoes and the 
estimates of total consumption shown below must therefore be regarded as approximate. 
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TABLE 1J. g WHI~E AND SWEET POTATOES AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION t 

AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per Head per Year) 

""" .. - ==4""_ 
I Year ended 31st October -

Average~ Average 3 years Commodity 1936-37 to 1960 
'i938-39 

ended '1958 1959 (a) 
19-48-42 19"8-59 -

White Potatoes (b) 103.8 124.2 1n~8 118.5 115.2 113.3 
Sweet Potatoes (c) 2.Ll 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 

~: 106.2 <j25.7 115·2 119·9 116*6 114.7 

(0) TomatoeiE!8 
citrus fruit. 
this issue. 

In previous issues of this Report, tomatoes have b~en linked with 
The composite class has been divided into two separate categories in 

Production and utilization of tomatoes for the years 1957-58 to 1959-60 
compared with averages for the three years ended 1938-3911 1948~49 and 1958-59 are as 
follows~-

-

TABLE 3tLJ30MATQ!S ; PROJ2UCTION AND UTILIZATION (a) : AUSTRALIA 

(tOOO Tons) 

Aver~ge 3 _years ended 19Z~)60 Particulars 1957-58 1958-59 '1938-39 1948-49 1958-55 
Net Change in Stocks (0) (d) (-) 4.5(+) 3.0 (+) 2.3 (-) 9.5 (+) 6.5 
Imports I - - 4.3 0·5 0.5 0.5 
Production (e)50.0 104 .. 0 132.8 123.0 124.9 129.4 

!£j;al SUE.Eliess 50.0 108.5 134.1 121.2 134.9 123.4 
-

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) ~ , 17 0 6 3.4 3.0 4 .. 4 3.1 
Waste 2.0 4.6 5.3 5.0 5.0 5.7 
Apparent Consumption ~ Total 48~0 86~3 125.4 113.2 1250'5 114.6 

Per head (lb.) 1 15.7 25.3 28.9 26 .. 0 28.3 25.2 
rp '( -

reVision. (0) Stocks of tomato products held by factories at fresh ,e~uivalent weight. 
(d) Not available~ (e) Probably understated because of the absenc~ of oomplete data" 

(d) Leafy and Green Vegetables (including !;,~~~ As the title implies? vegetables 
in this group include, oabbage and other greens, lettuce, peas and beans D 

Table 35, below, gives details of production and utilization of all 
ITegetables in this categorya The consumption per head. of leafy and green vegetables 
displays little change in the last three years~ but the average consumption per head 
for the three years ended 1958=59 is 12.4 per cent. below that for the average of the 
three immediate post-war years to 1948-49" 

! 



TABLE 3, : LEAFY AND GREEN VEGETABLES (INCL. LEGUMES) : PRODUCTION AND 

UTILIZATION (a) : AUSTRALIA 

(1000 Tons) 

Particula.:t;'s 
Average 3 years ended 1957-58 1958-59 1959-60 

1938-39 1948-49 f9i)a-:'5 c (b) 
Net Change in Stocks (~~ (c) (c) 1c1 Tc) ( c) 
Imports - 0.2 - 0.5 0.9 
Production (0) 167.2 188.0 183.1:) 189.6 192.5 

Total Su;eplies: (c) 167.2 188.2 183.5 190.1 '193.4 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores')(d) m 3.1 4.0 2.5 5.0 5.6 
Waste 10.1 12.1 11.8 12.3 12.8 
Apparent Consumption - Total 154 .. 0 172.1 169 .. 2 172.8 175~0 

Per head (lb. ) (c) 45.1 39.5 38.8 38.8 38.5 

(a) Expressed as fresh plus fresh equivalent of processed products. (b; Subject to 
revision. (c) Not available. (d) Partly estimated. 

The following table shows the consumption per head of individual vegetables 
in this category. Cabbage and other greens and peas are traditionally the most 
commonly consumed vegetables, in this group. There has, however, been a marked 
decline in the amount of the former consumed since immediately post-war. On the other 
hand, peas have increased, being 3.9 per cent. greater in 1959-60 than in the three years 
ended 1948-49. 

\ 

TABLE 32 : LEAFY AND GREEN VEGETABLES (INCL .. LEGUMES) AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION 

PER HEAD (a) : AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per Head per Year) 

Commodity A verag-e 3 years ended 1957-58 1938-39 f948":49 1958-59 
" 

Cabbage and other Greens (c) 24.9 16,l 15.9 
Lettuce (c) 4.2 4~2 4.1 
Peas (c),[ ,,' 10.5 12.8 13~O 

Beans ( )h' 1 6.2 5.8 ~", . 585 c " 

Total: (c) 45.1 39.5 38.8 
(a) Expressed as fresh plus fresh equivalent of processed products. 

(c) Not available. revision .. , 

1958-59 1959....60 
(b) 

15.2 14.4 
4.5 4.4 

13.0 13.3 
6 .. 1 6~4 

38.8 38,,5 
-\bj Subject to 

(e) Other Vegetables: The vegetables included as "other" are cauliflower, cucumbers, 
marrows and squashes, pumpkins and sweet corn. No allowance has been made for other 
minor vegetables (e.g. asparagus, oelery, etc.) for which little or no data are 
available. 

Consumption per head in 1959-60 was 10.7 per cent. less than the previous 
year 7 owing mainly to a 9 per cent. decline in production between the two years, and 
figures for recent years show a downward trend compared with the immediate post-war 
years. 



TABLE 37 : "OTHER VEGETABLES" PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION (a) : AUSTRALIA 

(i 000 Tons) 

Particul ars Avera,g-e 3 years ended 1957-58 1958-59 1959-60 
1938-39 1948-49' 1958-5q (b) 

Net Change in Stocks ~~~ (c) . ~c) (c) 18~~1 
(0) 

Production 172.1 188.1 190.8 112.3 
Total Supplies: (c) 172.1 188.1 190.8 189.4 112.3 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores)(d) (c) 0.8 1.0 0.6 1.3 1.5 
Waste ~c) 8.5 8.7 9.0 9.4 8.0 
Apparent Consumption - Total c) 162.8 178.4 181 .. 2 178.7 162.8 

Per head (lb. ) (c) 47.7 41.0 41.6 40.2 35.9· 
(a) Expressed as fresh plus fresh equivalent of processed products. t b) Subject to 
revision. (0) Not available. (d) Partly estimated. 

Consumption per head of vegetables classified as "other" are shown 
separately in the following table. 

TABLE 38 g "OTHER VIDETABLES" lliILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION (a) : AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per Head per Year) 

Commodity Avera~e 3 years ended 1957-58 1958-59 1938-39 1948-49 1958-59_ 
Cauliflower (c) 23.7 18.9 19.4 19.9 
Cucumber (d) (c) 1.4 1.3 1.3 1.3 
Marrow and Squash (d) (c) 1.7 1.5 1.5 1.5 
Pumpkin (c) 20 0 0 18.1 18.3 16.6 
Sweet Corn (0) 0.9 1.2 1.1 0.9 

Total: ( c) 47.7 41.0 41.6 40.2 

19t~)60 

16.7 
1.3 

1.5 
15.5 
0.9 

35.9 
fresh (a) Expressed as fresh plus 

rev1s10n. (c) Not available. 
since 1949-50. 

equivalent of processed products. tb) Subject to 
(d) Estimated on the basis of constant consumption 

(ix) Fruit and Fruit Products 

As mentioned in the Explanatory Notest and in the introduotion to the 
.previous group, Vegetables, alterations have been made to the classification of fruit 
and vegetable items in this Report. In particular, this group, namely Fruit and 
Fruit Products, now covers all fruit commodities including citrus fruits which were 
formerly grouped with t~matoes. 

Within the major group, Fruit and Fruit Products, items have been 
classified as follows: 

(al Citrus Fruit. 
(b Fresh Fruit (excl. Citrus) 
(0 Jams. !d) Dried Vine Fruits. 

e) Dried Tree Fruits. 
f) Canned Fruits. 

As in the case of Vegetables, data relating to production of fruit in 
this section contains an estimate for home producers. J 9 in Table 55 shows these 
estimates in relation to the recorded commercial production. . 

(a) Citrus Fruit: The production of citrus fruit is recorded on the annual returns 
submitted by growers, plus an estimate of the output of self-suppliers (home grown 
fruit etc.)., 

The tables below, relating to the production and utilization of (l)ranges; 
and other citrus fruit, proYide details for the years 1957-58 to 1959-60 compared with 
the three year averages for the periods 1936-39 to 1938-39, 1946-47 to 1948-49 and 
1956-57 to 1958-59Q 
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The consumption of Oranges at 33.2 lb" per head in 1959-60 was the highest 
recorded in recent years, due primarily to the unusually large orop, amounting to 
167,600 tons in that year. Consumption of other oitrus fruit was also higher in 
1959-60 when 7.6 lb. per head was consumed. This was about 16 per oent. higher than 
't~e two previous yearst but 8 per cent. lower than the pre-war average. 

TABLE ,19 : CITRUS FRUIT: PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION (a) s AUSTRALIA 

(1000 Tons) 

Partioulars 

ORANGES 
Net Chailge in Stooks 8i~~ (ol (0) , (0) (c) 
Production 111.8 140.7 13905 13208 

Total Supplies: 8405 111.8 140,,7 139.5 132 .. 8 
Exports (inol. Ships' Stores) 1201 1204 11.4 1202 90 0 
Waste - 300 3.3 3.5 3 .. 3 
Apparent Consumption - Total 72.4 9604 126 0 0 123.8 120.5 

Per head (lb.) 23~6 28,,2 29 .. 0 28.5 27.1 

OTHER CITRUS FRUIT (d) 

Net Change in Stooks 
2~:~ tol 2~~1 2~~~ (c) 

Produotion 32.8 30.5 
Total Supplies: 26.5 32e8 29.4 29 .. 9 30.5 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 1 .1 1~6 0~7 0.7 0.6 
Waste - 0.4 0.9 0.7 0.8 
Apparent Consumption - Total 25.4 30.8 27~8 28.5 29.1 

Per head (lb. ) 8.3 9~0 604 6.6 6<>5 

16~~~ 
167.6 

12.7 
4.2 

150.1 
33.2 

~o) 
36.2 
36.2 
0 .. 8 
0.9 

34.5 
7.6 

a Inoludes' f~esh equivale;t';~oi ~al1ufaotured produots. (b) SUbjeot'to"revision .• ID~t .. availablei (d.) Prinoipa.lly lemons, mandarins and grapefruit. 

Table 40 below shows the total apparent oonsumption per head of eatrus fruit 
Owing, in the main, to the unusually high pro~uction of oranges in 1959-60, total 
oitrus oonsumption at 40.8 lb. per head was 21 per cent. higher than in 1958-59, and 
15 per oent. higher than the average for the three years ended 1958-59. 

TABLE 408 CITRUS FRUI~ AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION PER HEAD Ca) g AUSTRALIA 

(lbo per Head per Year) 

Commodity Avera~e 3 years ended 1957-58 1958-59 1959-60 
(b) 1938-33 t9A8-49 t93~8~59 

Oranges 2306 2802 
I 

29.0 2805 27.1 33.2 
Other Citrus Fruit 8.3 9,,0 604 6.6 6 .. 5 7.6 

Totals 31.9 ' 37.2 ,3·504 . 35.1 33.6 40.8 
(a) Ineludes fresh equivalent of manufaotured products. (b) Subject to revision. 

(b) Fresh Fruit (exoluding Citrus): Inoluded as fresh fruit (excluding citrus) are 
fruits suoh as apples, pears, bananas, plums, neotarines and the like. The data 
relating to apparent oons.umption· shown below apply only to the intake of fresh fruit 
as such, and therefore exolude fruit used in canningg jams and other manufaotures. 

ConsUmption per h~ad in 1959-60 ~as 88.9 lbo, representing. increases 
of 10 per oent. and 7 per oent. on 1957-58 and 1958-59 respectivelY4 It is however 
5 per oent. below that for the immediate pre-war years. 
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TABLE 4j 8 FRESH FRUIT (meCL 0 OITRUS) 8 PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION I AUSTRALIA 

('000 Tons) 

Partioulars 

Net Change in Stooks 
Produotion 

Total Supplies8 

Exports (inol. Ships' Stores) 
For Prooessed Food (d) 
Apparent Consumption - Total 

Per head (lbo) 8100 8300 

a Subjeot to revisiono b Not availableo 0 Inoludes imports o d Jams, 
oanned fruit and dried tree fruit (all expressed as fresh fruitl equivalent). 

(0) ~8 Statistios relating to the produotion and utilization of jam are shown 
'in 'ehefollowing tab:¥.eo,.,.;The '$stimated -fresh -frUit equiva;L\ent !and.'\su~ C()n~.:nrt;arei 
a.elded to normal oonsumption elatao 

By oomparison with pre-war and immediate post-war figures, the oonsumption 
of jam per head has been at a lower level in reoent yearso Co~sumption per head in 
1959-60 was only slightly higher than that of the previous year:but 25 per oento and 
31 per oent. less than the pre-war and post-war averages respeotively. 

TABLE 4.2 8 JAMS (a) I PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION : AUSTRALIA 

('000 Tons) 

Part ioul ars 

Net Change in Faotory Stooks 0 

Produotion 

Total Supplies8 

Exports (inolo Ships' Stores) 
Apparent Consumption - Total 

Per head (lbo) 

a Inoluding oonserves, jam -Dellies eto o 

imports 0 (d) Not available, 

" 

b Subjeot to revisiono o Inoludes 

(el) Dried Vine Fruits8 Previously,·· details of oonsumption of dried vine fruits in 
total have been presented. In this Report data relating to sultanas, raisins and 
ourrants are shown separatelyo . 
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TABLE 4.l= DRIED VINE FRUITS PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION (a) AUSTRALIA 

('000 Tons) 

Particulars i . 

SULTANAS 

Net Change in Stocks (c) (0) (C) 6~~l 6~~~ Production (d),3.0 (d)51.4 57.Cj 

Total Supplies: 53.0 5104 57.9 63.4 69.6 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 42.3 3505 49.1 ·49.8 60.9 
For Wine Making (d) 104 (e) 3.5 - - -
Apparent Consumption - Total 9.3 12.4 8 .. 8 13.6 8.7 

Per head (lb.) 3.0 3.6 2.0 3.1 1.9 

RAISINS 

Net Change in Stocks \0) 
(d) ~~~ \c) ~~~ (c) 

Production (d) 6.2 6.7 9.2 

Total Supplies: 6.2 5.9 6.7 5.9 9.2 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 3.8 2.2 2e8 1.5 5.1 
For Wine Making (d) - (e) 007 - - -
Apparent Consumption - Total 2.4 3.0 3.q 4.4 4.1 

Per head (lb.) 0.8 0.9 0.9 1.0 0.9 

CURRANTS 

Net Change in Stocks (c) (0) (0) (c) (c) 
Production 21.3 17 .3 11.9 10 .. 5 11.8 

l.otal Supplies: 21.) 17 .3 11.9 10.5 11.8 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 16.9 10,,8 6.2 5.8 8.4 
For Wine Making (d) 0.3 (e) 0.2 - - -
Apparent Consumption - Total 4.1 6.3 5~7 4.7 3.4 

Per head (lb. ) 1.4 1.8 1.3 1.1 0 0 8 

6i~§' 
67.5 

55.5 
-

12.0 

2.6 

(c) 
8.6 

8.6 

3.8 
-

4.8 

1.1 

~c) 
11.2 

11.2 

6.9 
-

443 

1.0 

(~~ Data for post-war years relate to years ended December. (b) Subjeot to revision. 
c Not available. (d) Partly estimated. (e) Includes wastage. 

Total consumption of dried vine fruits, together with equivalent in terms 
of fresh fruit. is shown belowl-

Sultanas 

Raisins 

Currants 

TABLE 4$4- : DRIED VINE FRUITS AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION (a.) ~ AUST!:;4..~I! 

(lb. per Hea.d per Year) 

Commodity Avera;<9 3 years ended 
1957-58 1958-59 1938-39 1948-49 1958-59 

3.0 3.6 2.0 3.1 1.9 

0.8 OQ9 0.9 1.0 0.9 

1.4 1.8 1.3 1.1 0.8 

Total: 5.2 6.3 4.2 5.2 3.6 

Fresh Fruit Equivalent 20.8. 25.2 16.8 20 .. 8 14.4 

1959-60 
(b) 

2.6 

1.1 

1.0 

4.7 

18.8 

(a) Data for post-war year.s relate to years ended December. (b) Subject to revision. 



(e) Dried Tree Fruits: The main dried tree fruits produoed in Australia are aprioots 
and prunes. Of the( remainder, dried peaches and apples are the most important. Dates 
predominate in imported. dr;ledtr.ee frUit:.:. >:. The following tables provide details 
of the consumption of 'dried apricots and prunes together with "other" dried fruits. 

TABLE 46 t DRIED TREE FRUITS : PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION : AUSTRALIA 

(tooo Tons) 

Particulars 

APRICOTS 
.-

Net Change in Stooks {b) {b) tb) tb} {b) 
Imports - - - - -
Produotion 1.5 1.1 1.3 0.1 2.1 

Total Supplies. 1.5 1.1 1.3 0.7 2.1 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 0.6 0.3 0.4 0.1 0.6 
Apparent Consumption - Total 0.9 0.8 0.9 0.6 1.5 

Per head (lb. ) 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.3 
-- ~-. 

PRUNES 

Net Change in Stocks {b) {b) {b) (b) (b) 
Imports - - - - -
Production 2.5 2.6 2.8 2.8 3 .. 2 

Total Supplies: 2.5 2.6 2.8 2.8 3.2 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 0.7 0.4 0.1 - 0.1 
Apparent consumption - Total 1.8 2.2 2.7 2.8 3.1 

Per head (lb. ) 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.7 

OTHER DRIED TaEE FRUITS 

Net chanfc in Stooks {b) {b) (b) (b) (b~ 
Imports c) 5 .. 5 4.5 3.7 4.0 3.8 
Production 1.3 2.2 1.3 1.3 1.8 

Total SUPl>liesl 6.8 6.7 5.0 5.3 5.6 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 0.5 1.4 0.6 0.5 0,,8 
Apparent Consumption - Total 6.3 5 .. 3 4.4 4.8 4.8 

Per head (lb.) 2.0 1.6 1.0 1.1 1.1 

{a) Subj~ot to revision. (b) Not available. (o) Principally dates. 

TABLE 4. a DRIED TREE FRUITS AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION 3 AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per Read per Year) 

\ Avera~ e 3 years ended Commodity 
1938-39 1948-49 195U-C:9 1957-58 1958-59 

Aprioots 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.3 
Prunes , 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.7 
Other 2.0 1.6 1.0 1.1 1.1 

Total: 2.9 2.4 1.8 1.8 2.1 

Fresh Fruit Equivalent 11.6 9.6 7.2 7.2 8.4 
(a) Subjeot.to revision. 

{b) 
-

2.0 

2.0 

1.2 
0.8 

0.2 

{b} 
-

3.5 

3.5 

0.7 
2.8 

0.6 

i~~ 
1.4 
6.3 

0.9 
5.4 
1.2 

1959-60 
(a) 

0.2 

0.6 

1.2 

2.0 

8.0 
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(f) Canned Fruits: Production and utilization of canned apricots, peaches and pears, 
together with other canned fruit are shown separately in this Report. In previous 
issues, canned fruit in total only, has been shown. 

The oonsumption of canned apricots ~eri .he,ad),:i.kl '.19;9--60. was, mbre.Zhan doubl 
pre-war average and 50 per cent. greater than the average for the years 1956-57 to 
1958-59. 

Consumption ~er head of canned peaches has generally deolined since pre-war 
while that of oanned pears has inoreased substantially. In the twenty years spanned 
by the averages for the three years ended 1938-39 and 1958-59,_ oonsumption per head of 
oanned peaches fell by 36 per oent. In the same period the consumption per head of 
canned pears rose by 77 per cent. 

Since pre- and immediate post-war, there has been a significant inorease 
in the consumption of "other oanned fruittl,which contains, in the main, canned 
pineapple, apple and fruit salad.. The consumption of each of these components (and 
others of a minor nature) has shown a fairly uniform inorease over this period. 

Total exports of oanned fruit have risen-from an average of 34.700 tons 
in the three years ended 1938-39 to 43,600 tons in the immediate post-war period to 
89,400 tons in 1959-60. Canned pears have largely contributed to this increase. 

TABLE .:'41"1 CANNED FRUIT : PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION : AUSTRALIA 

( '000 Tons) 

Particulars 

CANNED APRICOTS 

Net Change in Factory Stocks 
~~~ ~-) 0.1 .~+) 1.5 ~+) 3.3 ~-) 2.6 

Production 8d 1A.~ ~.3 8.4 
Total Supplies; 6.6 8.5 13.4 16.2 11.0 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 3.7 3.2 7.2 9.2 6 .. 7 
Apparent Consumption - Total 2~2 3.3 6.2 -.l.0 4.3 

Per head (lb.) 0.9 1.6 1.4 1.6 1.0 

CANNED PEACHES 

Net Change in Factory Stooks 
1~~~ (-) 1.7 t +) 3.0 (+) 8f 7 (-J 2.1 

Produotion 30.,4 3~o3 47~0 35.7 
Total Supplies: 34 .. 4 3~.1_ 34.5 38.3 37.8 

Exports (inol. Ships· Stores) 17 .2 21~3 1'8.9 21.6 20.4 
Apparent Consumption -Total 17 .2 10 0 8 1506 16 .. 7 17.4 

Per head (lb.) 506 3.2 3.6 3.8 3 .. 9 

CANNED PEARS 
Net Cha.nge in Factory Stocks 

1~~l ~-) 0 .. 3 1\ +) 3.1 (. +) 3.8 l-) 2.7 
Production 19 .. 3. 44.4 A6.8 42.2 

Total Supplies. 15.3 . 19.8 41.3 43.0 44.9 
-

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 11.4 10.9 31.2 33.2 34.7 
Apparent Consumption - Total 3.9. 8.9 10.1 .9..8 10.2 

Per head (lb.) 103 2.6 2.3 2.2 2.3 

OTHER CANNED FRUIT 

Net Change in Factory Stocks Cc) (bt. ~ +) 1.4 +) 2.5 1(+) 2.8 (+) 4.0 
Production , 10.3 21 .-.9 ..46.0 A3_o1 53.7 

Total Su;pplies# 10.3 20.5 43.5 40.3 49.7 
Exports (incl. Shipst Stores) 2.4 8.2 16.0 9.9 23.9 
Apparent Consumption - Total 7.9 12.3 27.5 30.4 25.8 

Per head (lb.) 2.6 3.6 6.3 7.0 5.8 
(a}Subject to revision. (b) Not ava.ilable. (c) Includes imports. 

(-) 2.7 
13.0 

15.7 
6.3 
9.4 
2.1 

-(-) 1.9 
43.5 

45.4 
24.0 
21.4 

4.7 

(+) 0.4 
50.0 

49.6 
40.2 
9.4 
2.1 

I(-} 0.6 
46.3 
46.9 
18.9 
28.0 

6.2 
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Oompared with the pre-war and immediate post-war periods tlie average 
oonsumption per head of all oanned fruits for the three years ended 1958-59 shows 
inoreases of 31 per oent. and 24 per cent. respeotively. Oonsumption per head in 
1959-60 was 11 per oent. higher than the average figures for the three yeara ended 
1958-59. 

TABLE 48 : OANNED FRUIT AVAILABLE FOR OONSUMPTION I AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per Head per Year) 

Oommodity . A vera~ e 3 years ended 
1957-58 1958-5'9 1959-60 

la) 1938~39 1948-49 1958-59 
Oanned Aprioots 0.9 106 1.4 1.6 1.0 2.1 

Oanned Peaohes 5.6 3.2 3.6 3.8 3.9 47 
Oanned Pears 1.3 2.6 203 2.2 2.3 2.1 

Other Oanned Fruit 206 3.6 6.3 1.0 5.8 6.2 

Total: 1306 14.6 13.0 15.1 • 10.4 11.0 

Fresh Fruit Equivalent 10.1 13.9 16.4 20.2 15.8 18.2 ., 

(a) Subjeot to revision. 

(x) Grain Produots 

v 

The generally favourable seasonal oondi tions prevailing during 1959-60 
(with the exoeption of South Australia whioh experienoed an unusually dry year) 
resulted in relatively high produotion levels for most types of oereals grown for grain, 
although they are generally below th& levels ,of the 1958-59 season. 

The barley harvest of 34,079,000 bushels for 1959-60 was 28,891,000 bushels 
or 46 per oent. lower than in the previous year and 28.4 per oent. lower than the ' 
average for the three years ended 1958-59. Maize produotion at ,6,725.000 bushels 
wa.s approximately the same in 1959-60 as for 1958-59, while oats produoed fell from 'the 
reoord output of 86,905,000 bushels in 1958-59'to 46,841,000 bushels in 1959-60, a 
deore_se of 46.1 per oent. Produotion ~f rioe inoreased over the 1958-59 output to 
6,732,000 bushels in 1959-60. . 

From a near reoord wheat harvest of 215,121 ,000 bushels in Hi58-59, produotion 
deolined to 198,501,000 bushels in 1959-60. This figure was, however, 20.6 per oent. 
greater than the pre-war average and 12.8 per oento greater than the, immediate post-war 
average and 33.2 per oent. greater than the average for ~he three years -1!Indeci 1958-590 

Details of the produotion of the prin~ipal oereals for grain during eaoh 
of the years 1957-58 to 1959-60 in oomparison with a.verage produotion during the 
three years ended 1938-39, 1948-49 and 1958-59 are shown in the following table 1-

Barley 
Maize 
Oats 
Rioe 
Wheat 

TABLE 4f' : PRODUOTION OF OEREALS FOR GRAIN a AUSTRALIA 

('000 Bushels) 

Orop Avera1!e 3 years ended 
1951-58· '.1958-59 1938-39 1948-49 1958-59 

10,234 :f6,745 41,513 30,465 62,976 
1,040 5,721 5,950 5,639 6,117 

. 16,461 26,621 51,.242 31,425 . 86,905 
2,440 2,798 5,513 5,658 6,619 

164,672 176,027 149,047 91,566 21~', 121 

(a) S~bjeot to revision. 

19l9SW '. a . 
34,079 
6,725 

46,841 
6,732 

198,501 
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Details of the produotion and utilization of wheat are given in oereal 
years in the following table for the average of the three year periods ended: 1938-39, 
1948-49 and 1958-59 and separate years for 1957-58 to 1959-60. .' 

TABLE SO I WHEAT I PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION I AUSTRALIA ... 

(Million Bushels) 
-- - .~ ... - -

Average 3 years ended Year ended Nov. -
Particulars 

19t~) Nov.1939 Nov. 1949 Nov. 1959 1958 1959 
Opening Stocks'(including -

Flour as'Wheat) ", 10.2 19.9 47.4 41.5 16.5 65.4 
Production : 164'~ 7 176.0 149.1 - 97.6 '215.1 198.5' 
Import.s - - 0.5 1.5 - -

Total Available SUEEliesl 174·9 .195.9 197.0 . 140.6. 231.6 263.9 

Exports - Wheat 75.0 60.5 58.2 33.6 71.7 97.6· 
- Flour as Wheat 30.6 37.1 27.0 17.' 26.8- 25.' 
- Breakfast Foods and 

other products (b) 2.1 0.9 0.6 0 .• 4 0.6 
Local Consumption - i 

, 
-- . 

Flour as Wheat 30.9 33.9 40.2 39.2 '40.2 42.7 
Stock Feed Wheat Sales 9.3 21.8 15.4 15.0 ;111.6 I' "'..14.7 
Seed 14.6 12.8 10.7 " 11.1 12.0 13.0 
Retained on Farm for Stock 

Feed ~.~~ 4.3 5.0 6.1 3.7 , 6.1 
:Breakfast Foods and other uses ,2.1 1.9 1.9 1.9 . 1.9· 

Closing Stocks (including Flour 
as Wheat) 14.5 19.5 41.1 16.5. 65.4 60.7 . 
Total Disi!0sals., 174.9 194.1 200.4 141.5 233.7 262.8 

Excess (.) or Deficiency (-) 
of Disposals over total - (-)1.8 
available ~upplies (d) 

{+)3.4 {+)Q.9 . (+)2.1. '(-)1.1 

(a) Subject to revision. (b) Included with flour.> (c) Included ,with stock feed~ 
(d) Includes allowances for unrecorded movements in stocks, gain or loss in out-t~n, 
etc. 

Details of the produotion and'utilization of the principal produots from 
*eat and other oer:eals are shown in the table on the following page. . . 

" The production of flour, after falling sharply to 1,226,300 tons in 1957-58, 
and. again falling slightly in 1958-59, rose by 7 per cent .. to t.303,900 tons in 1959-60. 
This is, .. however,9 per cent. below the.average for the post-war years' 1946-47 to 1948-49 • . 

. Exports oft"flour followed a similar pattern to production in the years 
enumerated above. Flour exported in 1959-60 was. 499,500 tons or 19 per oent. greater 
than ,in 1958-59, but '30.7 per.oent. below the immediate post~war average. 

, . ..l" 

.! , 
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, The produotion of oatmeal (including rolled or crushed oats) reached the 
record level of 34.000 tons in 1947-48,. Output during subsequent years was 
considerably less. standing at 15,200 t0118 in 1959-60 .. 

The output of other grain breakfast foods amounted to 46,800 tons in 
1959-60. Consumption at 44,900 tons was oonsiderably above the immediate post-war 
average of 28,200 tons • 

. ,!,~LE ;it';, .~RAIN P110~U:9.TS; : PROPUp.tJ0N- /!lTD UTILIZATION ,= ,~USTRALIA 
(tOoo Tons of 2~240 ;lb.) 

Particulars 
, , 

-, Iooo"-;II!!, . , .. FLOUR (INCLUDING WHEATMEAL FOR BAKING AND SHARPS} (b) 

Net Change in Millere t Stocks (c) - ,~d} (+119.5 l-) 0.5 t +) 7.4 (+)10.5 
Production 1.149.0 1 .. 430.4 1.301.C 1.226.3 1...2t7.1 

Total SUP121ie~; 1,149.0 1,410.9 1,301.5 1,218.9 1,207.2 

Exports (incl. Ships· Stores) 575.0 721.2 512.4 430.4 419.8 
Apparent Consumption - Total 574.0 689.7 789.1 788 e 5, 787 __ 4 

Per head (lb'l) 187.1 201.9 181-,4 181 .. 2 177.2 

RICE (MILLED) 
Net Change in MilJ,er~{ Stocks '(0) ~d) \+J 1.0 ~.~~ .t~~ ~~1 Production 28.1 32.2 , 

Tota,l Su:gplies' 28.1 31.2 51.9 48.6 61.0 

Exports (incl. Shipst $tores) 14.3 28.2 35.8 :32~5 44.6 
Misoellaneous Use's . . 1.6 - - - -
Apparent Consumption - Total 12.2 3.0 16.1 16.1 16.4 

~er head (lb.) 4.0 0.9 3.7 3.7 3.7. 

, ~ I . - . .... BREAKFAST FOODS FROM OATS ~OATMEAL AND ROLLED OATS) 

Net Change in Factory Stocks (0) . (d) (-) 0.1 -(-) 0 .. 1 t+) 0 .. 1 
Production , , 174'2 -21.0 J6.1 13.8 14.4 

Totfl-l SUl2l2I.i~sl 17 ~2 27.1 16.1 13.9 14~3 .. 
Exports lq9 13.5 2 .. 9 1.3 4~6 
Apparent Consumption ~ Total 15.:)..! 1~i~2 12.6 9 .. 1 

Per head (lb.) • 5.'~.~"401 ,.~~O 2.9 2.2 
. 

1 ! 
. . I 1 ~ •• 

'" - ..,. -~ ...... , . . ~ . t 
OTHER BREAKFAST FOODS FROM GRATIJ i el 

N e,t Chang~ ~n Factor; Stocks {c)- rm~ - - (-) 0.1 (+) 0.2 
Production 17 .. 2 _28.5 47 .. 7 47.8 48.7 

j'E,tal ,Su~lies" 
. 

17 .2 28.5 47 .. 7 47.9 48.5 -, Exports - 043 2 .. 1 2.4 1.8 
Apparent Consumption - Total 17 .2 28.2 45.6 45.5 46.7 

Per head (lb .. ) 5.6 8.2 10.5
1 

10.4 10.5 . 
(b Shar'pe are included for years 1956-57 to 1.959-60 only .. 
(al Subjeot to revision.' 

(c Includes imports. • 
(d Not available. ' 
(e) First two c.olumns refer to wheatmeal for porridge only. 

(-) 092 
1,,3.03.9 

1,304.1 

499.5 
804.6 

177.2 

.~ .. ~.~. 
81~6 

64.8 
-

16.§ 

3*-7 

t-) 0:1 
1l!.£ 
15 .. 3 -3 .. 0 
12~3 ....-

2~1 

(-) O~1 
46~8 

46.9 

2~0 

~,2 

9·9 ii __ ,_ 



The next table shows details of grain products available for consumption 
per head of population. The main item in this group is flour" the apparent 
oonsumption of which decreased f'rom 181.2 lb. per head in 1957-58 to 177.2 lb. in both 
1958-59 and 1959-60. 

Since the pre-war period, there has been a decline in the consumption of 
oatmeal which has been offset by increased consumption of breakfast foods from other 
grains, mainly prepared foods. The consumption of rice per head increased from 1.1 
lb. in 1949-50 to the record level of 4.7 lb. in 1951-52, an increase which is 
directly attributable to t~e lifting of restrictions on sale to the public from 3rd 
October, 1950, Consumption during recent years is estimated to have remained steady 
at 3.7 lb. -per head. 

TABLE 5~: GRAIN PRODUCTS AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION ] AUSTRALIA 
, '5 

(lb. per Head per Year) 
i 

Average 3 years ended 1959-60 Commodity 1957-58 1958-59 (a) 
1938-39 ! 1948-49 1958-59 

Flour (incl. wheatmeal for bakine 
and sharps) 187.1 201.9 181.4 181.2 177.2 177.2 

Rice (milled) 4.0 0.9 3.7 3.7 3.7 3.7 
Breakfast Foods - • 

From Oats (Oatmeal and 
Rolled Oats) 5.0 4.0 3.0 2.9 2.2 2.7 

From Other Grains 5.6 8.2 10.5 10.4 10.5 9.9 
Pearl Barley 1.0 0~5 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 
Barley Meal and Polished Wheat 

(b) (Rice substitute) - 0.5 0.1 0.1 0.1 
Edible Starch (Cornflour) (0) 1.4 1.4 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.5 
Tapioca and Sago 1.2 0.7 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.3. 

Total; 205.3 218 .. 1 200.0 199.7 194.8 194.7 

(a) Subject to revision. (b) La·ss than 0.05 Ib;l (c) Of maize origin. 

(xi) Beverages 

The items included in this group comprise tea, coffee, beer and wine. 
Particulars of the production and utilization of beer and wine are shown in the 
following table. 

The production of' beer in 1959-60 was" 236,891,000 gallons" which was 
3,490,000 more than the previous record productiot~ of 1957-58. It exceeded the average 
output for the three years ended 1948-49 b~ 103,338,000 gallons or 77 per cent. The. 
quantity of beer exported is small (2,286,000 gallons in 1959-60) and almost the entire 
production is available for oonsumptionin Australia. 

Beverage wine produotion during 1959-60 was 15,400,000 gailons. This 
was 327,000 gallons more than production in 1958-59 and 1,649',000 gallons less than 

. the record production of 1951-52.. Exports of beverage wine in'1959-60 amount.ed to 
1,798,000 gallons, an increase of 15,000 gallons in comparison with 1958-59. 



TABLE :23 = BEER AND WINE PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION I AUSTRALIt\ 

('000 Gallons) 

Net Change in Stocks' • 
Production 
Imports 

Totab Supplie§.: 

Per head (lb.) 
Per !:ead ~~6S.,) 

Net Change in Stocks 
Production (f) 
Imports 

1'21al Sup:e!~~!: 

Exports (incl.Ships·Stores 
Miscellaneous Uses (g)' 
Apparent Consumption -

Total 

Per head (lb.) 
}IeI' head (gals.) 

h;i-A~errgei i~si ~~ded . j: 8-39 i 1248::42;, 1258-59 

BEER --

WINE --

1,698 
1,302 

; 11958-59 I: 1959-~ 
1 ~57-58 . '" (!l_1-

1,783 
1,382 

- 1,378 
15,400 

60 
16,838 

1,798 
3,293 

1--~~"+-___ -=..:~_--.: ....... ~_..--...;.&.;;,,""""t'_ ................ t---l1.~I41 
12.0 

1-:2 

Ta} Subject-to revfs'ion.. b Not available - see footnote c" 'c Balance figui-'e;-
includes beer waste and allowance for net change in brewery stocks. (d) Movements in 
stocks of Australian fortified wine in" Bond~ (e) Movement in wholesalers stocks$ 
(f) Produotion of beverage wine. (g) Balance figure; includes waste and allowance 
for net change in unrecorded stocks. (h) Not available. 

In 1959-60,. consumption of tea, based on sales by importers, at 680 lb. 
per head was above consumption for 1958-59 (by 0 .. 2 Ib! per head), but below average 
consumption for both pre-war and post-war periods. ~offee consumption,based on 
imports cleared, with no allowance for stock ohanges has increased to more than double 
the level of 1.0 lb. per head during the three years ended 1948-49 and more than 
three times the ,pre-war level, and in 1959-60 is ,estimated to have been 2.2 lb. pe-r. 
head~ From an amount equal to about one-twelfth the quantity of tea consumed per 
head pre-war, coffee, by 1959-60 had risen,to an amount equal to,more·than one third", 

Beer available for consumption consists of the quantity removed duty paid 
from breweries or brewers' deliirery stores, plus that remoired f:r~i&' fox home consumption} 
less the quantity on which a refund of duty was paid, plus small quantities of imported 
beer cleared for home consumption~ 

Consumption of beer per head, at 22.6 gallons (226.3 lb~) in 1959-60 was 
more than one third greater than the average for the three years ended 1948-49 and 
nearly twice as great as the pre-war consumption per head~ 

Wine consumption reached its highest level in Australia during 1951-52 at 
1.8 gallons (18~4 lb .. ) per head,. Consumption in 1959-60 at 1.2 gallons (12.0 lb.) 
was about the same as the post-war airerage., but approximately twice the pre-w/F level" 

Details of the apparent consumption of each commodity included in the 
group, per head of populationt are shown in the following t~ble~ 
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TABLE 5~ : TEA, COFFEE, l3EER AND WINE AVAILABLE FOR'CONSUMPTION : AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per Head per Year) 

, 

Average 3 years ended : 1959-60 Commodity 1957-58 1958-59 
1938-39 1948-49 1958-59 

Tea 6.9 6.5 6.0 6.0 5.8 
Coffee 0.6 1.0 1.7 1.5 2.0 
Beer - Actual in gallons (11.7) (16.9) (22.7) (23.0) (22.2) 

Estimated wt. in lb. (b) 116.6 1~'.2 226.8 230.0 221.7 
Wine - Actual in gallons (0.6) (t.3) ( 1.1.) (1.1 ) (1.1) 

Estimated wt. in lb. (c) 6.4 13.2 11.8 11.7 11.7 

(a) Subject to re~ion. (b) Estimated weight of a gallon of beer I 10.0 lb. , 
(c) Estimated weight of a gallon of wine : 10.3 lb. 

(a) 

6.0 
2.2 

(22.6) 
226.3 
(1.2) 
12.0 



SlOOTION·4. - DETAILED STATISTICAL DATA SHOWmG ESTIMATED SUPPLIES AND UTILIZATION 

OF FOODSTUFFS, YEAR 1959-60 

The data presented in the previous p~ges of this Report for the year 
1959-60 are based upon the stat}stics in the following table, which show the supply 
position in Australia for eaoh 'item included in the eleven*groups covered, and pro­
vide a detailed analysis of distribution, movement in stocks and the apparent quantity 
consumed for the year ended June, 1960. In cases where produotion is of a seasonal 
nature, e.g. fruit and vegetables, it is not possible to relate production ~nd 
distribution striotly to fisoal or calendar years. It has been neoessary, therefore, . 
to apply details appropriate to the seasonal period oovered by the years specified. 

tith the exoeption of fluid whole milk, beer and wine, partioulars of 
whioh are shown in gallons, all other oommodities are reoorded in units of tons of 
2,240 lb. In those cases where this unit is not appropriate, the consumption per 
head has been expressed in terms of oommon usage (e.g. fresh milk is shown in gallons 
as a footnote to the table). 

The data included in the following table, in respect of the year 195~-60 
are generally subject to revision, 

* In previous Reporta,foodstuffs have been classified into fourteen groups. However 
the number has now been reduced to eleven because of reoent revisions to the 
olassifioation of fruit and vegetable items. In this, ~nd subsequent issues, 
these produots will be shown in two oategories only, viz. . 

Vegetables, and 
Fruit and Fruit Products. 
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