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PREFACE 

This Bulletin continues the series of Reports of the Production and 
cons'll.lIJ1)ti rm of f00dstuffs andriutrients published annually since the issue made in 
1948, which covered the. years 1944 to '1946-47 with pre-war c')mparisrms. The statiGtics 
published in this Bulletin, No. 10 of .the series, refer to the year 1954-55 together 
with comparative data for the average of the three pre-war years 1936-37 to 1938-39, 
the average of the three immedi ate post-war years 1946-47 to 1948-49 and each I')f the 
years 1952-53 and 1953-54. ., 

In addi ti')n to these general statistics Section r 0f the Bulleti contains 
Eli review ryf f00d productioTI r exp0rts and consumpti0n (in terms of farm pr0ducts) 
wi th relev~t statistics for the pre-war period (1936-37 to 1938-39), each year 
1946-47 to 1954-55 and estimates for 1955-56. 

The method employed in this Bulletin in estimating consumpti0n of each of 
the various ff)l)dstuffs is as fl)11ows3 _ 

Prl)ducti'm. 

Minus 

" 
tI 

" 

Net Exports & Ships! 
Industrial usage 
Nrm-food usage 
Wastage 

Plus f)r minus changes in factory 
0r in-st0re (a) st0cks 

Apparent Australian Cl)nsumptifJn 

(a) In-store stocks in general c0nsist of the stocks rep0rted by marketing auth0rities 
0.1 tho-ugh fl')r varll')us reasons such as inc0mplei7e coverage adequate infl)rmatirm is not 
available from all marketing authrni ties in Australia. 

There are three significant features abrmt this calculati0n. 

I. Available pr'"l(lllctinnstati sti cs are confined mainly to commercial 
prf)ductirm and. are defici.ent f0r the purposes 0f the calculation tf) the extent of 
prf)duction by hr)Useh')lders fl)r their fJWll use. This applies particularly in the' 
case ')f vegetab les, frui t,. eggs, p')ul t-l'Y and fi sh. In all these Oa89'S" h0wevel", 
estimates of n0n-c')mmerci a1 production have been inc luded, based on somewhat 
inadequate inf')rmatir)ll 0btained frf)m a hl)usehl)ld expendi tu:re survey oonducted in JL944-
and ')ther investigations cr)llducted by government departments during the Wall". Simila:rlt' 
in the case ')f processe:d fo')ds little up-to date information is available of the 
quantities of fl)f}dstuffs preserved by h')useh,lders for their own use. To oover this, 
estimates have been made on the basis 0f infl)rmation collected during the war. 
Further, it is P0ssible, that there has been sl)me increase in h0me produotion 0f both 
pr0cessed and unpr'"lcessed f00ds in recent years S') that the qumti ties I)f fOl')dstu:rfs 
co. nSUIDed as shl)wn in the Bulletin ma;y n()w be def.icient to, the extent of thelincrease. 

2. Statistics of stOCks refer to "in-store as preViously defined and 
f'a.otory stacks." N0 details CU'e o.vailablo of 1Nh"lesal· 1"8', retailers' or ho se..;. 
h01ders I stlJcks". FIn pori shable cl)mml)di tie s 'this point is of 1i ttle importance since 
the very nature of the c()mm0dity precludes the accummulation 0f st0cks. This is n0t 
the case, h"weverr with nnn-perishable f00ds, and estimates derived for consumption 
of such fOf}dstuffs for indiVidual years may n0t cIJrrectly state the position with 
regard tt) C'msumptifJ'n as ordinarily understl)l)d r i. e. fl)')dstuffs oonsumed by the 
individuo.l. This difficulty is apparent particularly in the case of canned 
f0rydstuffs where in S0me years it has been necessary t') initiate s!pecial enquiries 
from the trade, State Statisticians and 0ther infl)rmod s')urces in an endeavrJUr to 
take better acc''lUnt IJf these deficiencies. 

3. Allowance is n0t made in many cases flJr wastage before the fOl')dstuffs 
are consumed. The impl)rtance IJf this factl)r is difficult tn estimate butt since, 
in S0me seas')ns, gluts cause considero.ble dostructiryn I)f perishable flJndstuffs r S0me 
impIJrtance sh')uld be given to this factlJr when using these stati$tics. The effect 
0f ign0ring wastage is ultimately to 0verstate the consumptif}n figures. In recent 
years r however, it is likely that there has boen less wastage of fIJ0dstuffs than 
hitherto because of m0re efficient storage and distributi0n meth0ds (including 
refrigerated transp0rt, air freight and a big increase in hr'lUsehold refrigerati0n). 



· As aresul t of the last twO' of the above qualifications, the term 
"

CO
n SU

!llptiOEl" is used therof0re" in a speci aHsed sense sinca the quanti ties actually 
m:easurodara broadly tha quantities available for consumptirm at a particula.... level in 
thep~ocess of distribution i.e .. ex;..marketS t ex--st0re or ex-factl)ry depending 0n the 
me.thod ·f)f marketing and/or prf)cessing.. It is thf1ugh t that in m')st oases these 
foo.dstuffs will find their way tfJ' the ultimate individual C(lnsur.J.ers with Ii ttle or 
n') time lag and the Cf)llected figures accurately represent t0taJ. c0nsumpti0n in the 
year to which they re late. In a few casas theannua.l figures 0n this basis required 
some adjustment and the c0rmI'0di ties to which adjustments have been c0nsidered 
necessary are referred to specifi cally thr0'ugh'J'ut the text. 

In general the statistics in. the bulletin are fl)r fiscal years. H')wever, 
where there is a marked seasonal pattern in the productifJ'TI 0r marketing of certain 
crl)ps, the statistics refer to cr0p years. F0r example, statistics relating tf) 
'Pf)tat0es are 0n the basis I)f years ending in Oct')ber and for dried vine frui ts "If 
years ending in December. 

Sectirm 2 I)f this Bulletin which deals wi th the level 0f nutrient intake in 
Aus tralia, has been c0mpiled by the Nutri tbn Section I)f the C0mm0nweal th Department 
of Health to wh0m I extend my thanks. The estimates 0f nutrient intake included 
therein are based.')n the quanti ties f)f f')l)dstuff's crmsumed as calculated by this 
Bureau. 

COMM:ON1NEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS 

CANBERRA. A .C.T. 18TH JULY, 1956 

;~ .. ~. . ..... ~ ... 

S.R. CJiRVER 
ACTING COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN 
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AUSTRALIA. 

1. GENERAL REVIEW OF. FOOD PRODUCTION,. EXPORTS A.L"VD APPABENT CONSOMPTION 

(i) SilliI:MiJ(Y: The f')ll')wing table shf)wS the varia:ti'1ns which have 9ccurred in pnst-war 
years in the main sources from which 'farm pr0ductsf0r f00d use are "deriv0'd in Australia. 

TABLE 1- PRUfCIP':i.L il.REAS CROPPED .AND LI~~ESTOCK NUMBERS z AUSTRLIA 
'" , . 

, 'lifur:J.ber ryf Livest0ck at 
Areas s')wn f0r Grain' Sugar T0tal 

end 0f Seasrm 
Year 

Barl~Yroats' 
(Are a Area Sheep' Cattle 

...•.. ... ..~. _. ~ .. 
Wheat 

btit·f0r nf 
, (incl. Dairy I Other 

crushing) Crops 
Lar.:J.bs) COTtfS (<;J.) Cattle 

'000 '000 '000 '000 '000 Million rooo '000 
acres acres acres acres acres 

Ayerage 1936-37 to 
1938-39 13,466 613 1~512 258.1 22,018 111.6 3,211 9,933 
1946-47 13,180 748 1,728 221.0 21,01 3 95.1 3,01 3 10,414 
1941~48 13,880 839 2,105 222.5 22,199 102.6 3,085 10,100 
1948-49 12,583 1,012 . 1,710 266.3 20,559 108.1 3,159 10,965 
1949-50 12,240 1,040 1,148 281. 3 20,514 112.9 3,191 11,449 
1950-51 1l,.663 1,019 1,151 211. 9 19,811 115.6 3,149 12,080 
1951-52 10,384 1,118 2,365 281. 7 19,683 111.6 2,913 1l,920 
1952-53 10,209 1,371 2,764 280.0 20,251 123.1 3,087 12,160 
1953-54 10,.151 1,803 2,131 340.5 21,013 126.9 3,21I 12,391 
1954-55 10,613 1,691 2,574 314.2 21,696 130.8 3'(31 12,600 
1955-56(b) 10,093 1,850 2,800 310.0 (c) 131.0 . c) (c) 

( a) Inmi lk and dry. (b) Estimated. (c) I'l"0t yet available. 

Crmdi ti0ns in the 1954-55 seaS'Tn were n')t as bountiful as in'the -(wI) preceding but neverthelesf: 
were generallysatisfactryry. Wheat yields sh:')wed a decline on the recnrd levels ryf the wn 
previ0us seas9ns but were equal to the average of the last ten seasons. The yield per aere 
of barley was 33 per Cen t. bel"nv the record achieved during 1952-53 amd was a.lsn be1'J1w the 

'general annual average while the yield per acre 0f f)ats was also bw. The quanti ty 0f 
maiz:e pr0duced per acre sh0wed an increase nn the previ ')us year and was well above average 
annual yields. I~eat 1'!'0ducti0'rll vras a record, this being due try the high level of beef and 
veal 0Utput. .The yield per acre ()f pntat0es was equal tf) the recnrd achieved during 
195 1-52, while sugar pr0duction set a new recnrd •. Mil,k produc tif)n was als') a rec'lrd. 

Condi tions during 1955-56 were excellent. The yield nf grains per acre was 
generally high, that f0r wheat being a record. Fbnds affected crops in some areas, and 
these played snme part in tho lower output 0f sugar. Present estimate-s indi cate that 
records were established in the output of milk and beef and veal while mutt0n and lamb 
productiryn remaineP. at appr0ximately the same level as the previ')us year. 

The index numbers in Table 2 sh0w the quantum 0f total production f)f farm prnducts 
for f00d use for the period 1936-31 to 1938-39 and each yen;r 1946-47 try 1955-56. During 
the ye2:rs1941-48 to 1950-51, generally g00d seaS'mal c0ndi ti0ns wore experi(3llced fairly 
unif')rmly thr0ughnut farming areas 0f Australia. In th0se years the quantum of such . 
pr0ducti()n averaged ab')ut 12 per cent. m0re than in the pre-war years 1936-37 to 1938-39. 
In 1951-52" the quantum ')f t') tal fum pr0·duction of f00Ct fell to appr0ximately the same level 
as in the pre-war peri0d, while in 1952"';53, when seasnnal c'Jndi ti0ns were exC0ptinnally 
go')d J prl)ducti ')n rnse sharply to 18 per cent. ab0ve the pre-war levol~ f01I0wed in 1953-54 

~ by a further increase of 4 per cent. Thoro Wc;,$ a small decline in the quantum during 
1954-55 br')ugh t abTui' i;rdn6ipaily by a decrease in the harvest 0f barley and wheat, very 
largely offset by increases in sugar, lamb~ pigmeats and milk pr0rluctirm. An estimate made 
nf the prospects frn 1955-56 indicates that, due to excellent .seasnnal c0ndi tions, the 

• quantum will reach a rec'nd level 21 p~r cent abr')ve '., pre-war. The quantum I)f far!E, 
p~oducti0n 0f f')')d per head nf p0pulati'ln during: the years 1947-48 to 1950-51 averaged 
ab"mt 3 per cent. less than in pre-war yoars 1936-37 to 1938-39. This was f0110wed in 
1951-52 by a decline to 19 per cent. less than pre-war pr0ducti')n per head. In 1952-53 and 
1953-54 the good seas')ns ancl increased farming acti vi ty assi sted rec0very in prl)clucti'ln per 
head f)f p0pulation but it was still ab0ut 6 per cent. less than the pre-war level falling 
again in 1954-55 to 9 per cent belnw pre-war. H')wever, it is estimated that there was a 
rise of 3 per cent. during 1955-56 to 94 per cent. cJf the pre-war level. This comparis,n is 
intended to indicate relative gr0wth ')f t0tal Australian p')pulatif)n and ')f farm pr')ducti0!l 
for f00d use. It is n0t relevant to the c')nsiclerati0n0f pro duc tivi ty ')f farm pnpulation. 

The quantum ')f farm fn0d products exported during the perif)d 1941-48 to 1950-51 
aver agee. ab0ut 1] per cent. more than during the pre-war years 1936-31 to 1938-39, but in 
1951-52 ll)wer pr0ducti0rJ) wi th about the same quanti ties c0nsumed in Australia resulted in 
a pr0n')unced fall in the quantum' ·'Jf fo'),d exported to apprmdmately 30 per cent. below the 
pre-war level.. Since then with the @Jl..0e't'tion of 1953-54 when the level returned to 
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approxima.tec1y that af pre-war, the quantum 0f exp0rts has been substantially ab0ve pre-ww. 
Estimated exp0rts 0f farm f00d pr()p.ucts in 1955-56 represent abrmt 36 per cent. 0f total food 
pr'Jduction, c"lmpared'with 38 per cent. in 1954-55, 38 per cent. during the period 1947-48 
to 1950-51 and 39 per cent. in the pre-war peri0d, 1936-37 to 1938-39. The quantum of farm 
products eXlnrted" per hero of popuIati'm has been be10w pre-war levels in- all p()st-war years 
except 1947-48; in 1954-55 it was 89 per cent. and in 1955-56,87 per cent. ()f tho pre-waJr 
figure. 

The index numbers o'f quantum ()f f'l.,d (in terms 0f farm pr0rlucts) c0nsumed* 
in Austral:iia per head 'If p0pulati0n in Table 2 have been derived by dividing the index of 
quantum of f0'Jd available f()r c0nsumpiion by tho index 0f p0pulatinn. They indicate that 
the quantQ~ of f00d c0nsumed per head in each p0st-war year has been somewhat be10w the 
level O'f crmsUmption in the pre-war perind 1936-37 to 1938-39. Certain adjustments ha.ve 
been made for unrec0rded st0ck ID0vements in calculating the index numbers f0r recent 
yearsf> and the figures f'"lr 1954-55 and 1955-56 sh,u1<:l be regarded g,s pr0visi0nal. The 
index numbers ()f f,)0d available fl)r c0nsumption per heg,d have been about 3 to 5 per cent. 
lower in the five years ending 1955-56 than in the preceding f'lur years. While there has 
been a. decrease in the quantity :jf f,)0d available f'H consumpti0n per head it is p'1ssible A, 

that this may have been '1ffset in part at least by recl.uced wastage bef'ne ul timato 
crmsumptiryn wi thin the h0me. Facmrs c'mducing tf)' this are more efficient di stributi0n 
methods (e.g. refrigerated transport and airfreight I)f perishable c0IDm0dities) and the 
large increase in h0usehold refrigeratirm. In addi ti'm there has p0ssi bly been increo.sed • 
hl)me producti0n :jf vegetables, fruit and eggs. It is extremely difficult tl) gauge this 
trend and the calculations in this BUlletin cl)ntoin a cl)nstan t al10wance fl)r supplies-
fr0m hnme production. 

While there has been a slight c10vmward tendency in consumption ')f f00d per head, 
the increase in the Australian p'lpulatil)n has result,ed in a c')ntinu:;u8 rise (except 

. in 1951.:..52 and 1952-53) in the quantum I)f tntaI consumption 0f food in Australia in'each 
~st-war year and in 1955-56 it was 28 per cent. greater than in the pre-war period. The 
increase in p/)pulation 0ver the same period was approximately 36 per cent. 

The quantum indexes sh')vm in Table 2 :have been crmstructed by the fixed-base 
weighted nggregative meth0d, the weights used f0r each inc'lGx being c0nstarrt unit gr0ss 
values (1936-37 to 1938-39) 'Jf each farm pr'J'cluct. Tests have discll)sed that the use nf 
corresp'Jnding weights based on p')lst-w~ prices (or uni t values) w')uld n'lt have affected 
the indexes rnaterially. The items included in each inde:x c')mprise pr0ducts in the f0rm 
in which they are s0]d fr0i11 farms in all cases except liV"est0ck s0lC1 fnr slaughter f0r 
meat, which are included in terms :)f dressed carcass weight ()f neat. Quanti ty data 
relating to exp')rts inc Iude exprnts of prl)cessed fo')d in terms :)f farm pr0duc t equivalent, 
e.g. the quantities of meat exports USGcl in. calculating the index include estimated carcass 
weight equivalents of canned and cured meat exp0rted in addi tirm t.) the exp0rts of carcass 
meat as such. The index of quanturru ()f pr()ducti0n relates basically to gross I)ut}?ut nf 
farm prnducts for f'Jl)d use (including cr0ps exp'Hted for st0ck-feeding rJVerseas) and 
theref0re messures the c')mbiiIed effect 1)£ many influences such as (8.) trends in farming 
acti vi ty (1. e. areas cr0pped, Ii vest()ck raised and/or sJaugh tered, C0WS milked etc.), 
(b) variations in yields'()f cr0ps per unit of area. cropped and. rif livest0ck pr()ducts per 
unit'?f livest0ck, (c) the effects of vro-iable seas')nal c rmditi0ns and (d) changes,in 
farming effiCiency, lab')ur supply ancl the ievel of internal C()sts in 1l.ustraUa.. Data 
sh'Jwing trends in farming activitY'in the case of principal individual types I)ffarming 
are inclurled in the sub-secti(ms f01l'1wing. '~ 

* See the Preface tf) this Bulletin for an exposi ti0n 0f the method of arrlvlng at 
apparent Australian c')nsumptil)n tl)gether with a statement of the reservations attaching 
to the c0nsumptinn estimates~ 
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TABLE 2. INDEXES OF MEAN POPULATION AND QUANTL'M (al) OF PRODUCTION 

EXPORTS AND APPARENT CONSUMPTIOJ:il"OF FARM PRODUCTS FOR FOOD USE : AUSTRALIA 
i " 

(Base in each case - Average 1936-37 to 1938-39 = 100) 

.Indexes of Quantum (a) of Fann Products for Food use -

Year Index of 
Production Exports 

a..ppa.rODt' 
mean "", 

C':).11 ':1un:'1ij.m 

Population TotallPerHea~ of Total 
Per Head of Total 

Per Head of 
Popu1at~on Population Population, 

Average 1936-37 to 
1938-39 ," 100.0 100 100 100 100 100 100 
1946-47 

", 

·109~4 90 82 73 66 lO7 98 
1947-48 Ill. 2 113 102 113 102 110 99 
1948-49 113.5 110 97 ll2 99 III 98 
1949-50 117.1 116 99 116 99 114 98 
1950-51 120.9 109 ' 90 104 86 120 99 
1951-52 124.1 100 81 70 57 119 96 
1952-53 127.1 D8 93 113 89 119 94 
1953-54 129.5 122 94 102 79 124 96 

1954-55tb~ 132.3 121 91 117 89 126 95 
1955-56 0 135.6 127 94 118 87 128 94 

~~~ Value at constant prioes~ see text preceding the table. (b) Subject to revision. 
o Estimated. 

I 
A oomparison in trends in foo,d production in Australia and selected oversea 

cdllZ'Itr."ies is provided by the following "Index Numbers 0f Agricu1tura1'Production- FOf)d" 
published by the Ff)od and Agriculture Organization of the United Nati0ns. 

TABLE 3. INDEX NUMBERS OF AG~ICULTURAL PRODUCTION - FOOD 

(Source Food and Agricultural Organizatif)n of the United Nations) 

(Hase in each case: - Pre-war = 100) (a) 

CI') un try Pre-war 
1950-51 1951-52 1952-53 1953-54 

1954-55 
(b) , ( a) 

Argentina. 100 101 104 89 113 (d) 
Australia (c) 100 109 "100 118 122 121 
Canada 100 139 147 178 161 ell 
New Zealand 100 114 114 121 122 d) 
Union ~f Sf)uth Africa 100 140 145 137 153 d) 
Uni ted Kingdom 100 123 123 127 130 )~~ United States 0f America 100 138 136 148 147 
(a) Pre-war base pori ods used are: lLUS traIt Lver e 1 6- to 1 -a, ag 93 37 938 39. 

United KiJ:mgdonr, Average 1934-~8; other countries r Average 1935-39. 
(b) Preliminary figures. (c) These are the index numbers (sh'lwn in Table 2) compiled in 
this Bureau for Australian" purpf)ses~ due" to a different methrJ'd I")f c'lmpilation they differ 
slightly from the index numbers for Australia c0mpiled by F.A.O. (d) Not yet available. 

I (ii.) WHEAT: PartiouIars f)f the area sown to wheat for grain and theprf)ducti~n, e:x:p')rts 
.and cf)nsumPil:ton 0f Wheat are Sh0W!1 below for the pre-war period and each year since 1946-47. 
The area sf)wnfor grain has declined con tinuf'lUs ly from 1947-48 to 1955-56 with the exception 
of the two years 1953-54 and 1954-55 when there was a small rec'lvery. The area. in 1955-56 
was 25 per cent. below average sowings during the years 1936-37 to 1938-39. "Production of 
,.wheat during the years 1947-48 to 1955-56 has been at relatively high levels,m0st years 
being in the vioinity of 200 million bushels. This has been due to extremely good yields 
per acre,. every year having been in excess of 15 bushels cl)mpared wi th an a.verage of about 
12 bushels pre~ar. During 1955-56 a record 19.4 bushels par aore frf)m the smallest area. 
Sf)wn since 192>-24 (apart fr0m three war-time years) resulted in a harvest of 196 million 
bushels. 

d 
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.......... In 1954-55 (cer.eal year ended.30th November! 1955 ) exports of wheat (inclu(ting 
wb..!Ol:at.. e.q.utvalent..6..f .. flour .... arid.bre.akfas.1i::f00ds) had .recovered fr0m the extremely 10w 
levels o!,c;the previous year and totalled 101 millirm bushels. However, this was still 
bELlo.we mO.st other pl)st-war years and wasals'1.) per. cent •. below the immediate pre-war 
level •. The available supply. of wh~at-(including wheat· equivalent of fl0ur) f0r exp0'rt in 
1955':'56am'lunted to ab0ut 194 ni±l1ian pushels( aftex- all!"nving f0r 20 million bushels as· 
normal carry-over), but it a.ppears evident that much of this wheat will remain unsold at 
the c10se 0f the cereal y~p.f.. The wheat equivalent of flour consumed in Australia. has 
risen at approximately the same rate as the Australian.prypulati0n and in 1955-56 is 
estimated to have exceeded' pre-war consumption by 33 per cent. Crmsidara.bly larger 
quantities of wheat have been feel to st0ck in AustraIffl, in recent years than before the 
war. 

TABLE 4. WHEAT ; AREA saVIN , PRODUCTION" , EXPORTS AlB Co:t>TSUJ)lIPTIo:t>r ~ AUSTRALIA 

Average 

(Base of Indexes - Average 1936-37 to 1938-39 = 100) 

Area Sovvn 
ft'n Grain 

Productinn of Exports 0:1:' 
Wheat (a) ·VrJ,\oat (b) 

Ruman C0nsUl:Ipii r m of ~lhoat 
rroduct~ (in terns of 

.. ...... Ilheat.) (c) .t 
Year ~~~~~--~------I ~~~----~--~------T-~~I~n~d~G-x~---~ 

'000 I d Mi11bn I d IM~ni(m I d Million Per HeM 
Acres n ex Bushels n o·x Bushels n ex Bushels T0tal of Popul-

1936-37 to 
1938-39 - 13,466 100 164.7 100 105.6 100 30.9 100 
1946-47 13,180 98 117.3 71 46.0 44 36.4 118 
1947-48 13,880 103 220.1 134 131.8 125 35.3 114 
I948r 49 i2,58il 93 190.7 116 120.7 114 35.9 116 
1949;...50 12,240 91 218.2 133 120.5 114 37.7 -','122 
1950r51 11,663 87 184.2 112 129.6 123 39.5 11~~ 
1951-52 . 10,384· 77 159.7 97 82.9 79 4b.l 130 
1952-53 . 10,209 76 195 .. 2 119 102.9 97 39.9 129 
1953-54 10,751· 80 198.0 120 67.2 164 39.1 127 
1954-55 . 10,673 79 168.6 102 100.8 95 40.0 129 

atbn 

100 
108 
103 
102 
104 
106 
105 
102 

...,.......:--:::-~ __ 19~5;.o::;.5--'.,..5::...;;6_~(d~l )-;-:---I.-...:.1:.;;.0_-I::-,0~9:-::.3-'---77:t....5 --:-1-.:::-:19:.;.:::5..::-" 6~~1::..:1~9~ .... _ .... ....:(...::e~ ). L-~(e7-!-! ),_ 41 .0 133 
(a) Includes quanti ties used for stock-feeding and frH seed. (b) Includes e:xp0rts 

98 
98 
98 

of 
flour and breakfast f00ds in terms ')f wheat. 
(e) N0~ yet available. 

(c) F10ur and breakfast fo')ds. (d) Estimated. 

(iii) 8llGARg Followingreductions.duringthe war years, the area of sugar cane cut for 
crushing has increased steadily, rising t0 377,060 acres in 1955. Productirm nf raw sugar, 
which was at high levels during the throe soas0Ds ended 1950, fell shaTp1y to 745,400 tons 
(94 net titre) (7 per cont. less than pre-'Nar) in 19511 as a resultnf dr0ught c')nditiryns. 
This was f0110wed by record crops of 94"8,900 trms, 1,254;400 t0ns and 1,327,500 tons in 
terms of 94 net ti tre for the three· seasons 1952 to 1954. It is estimated that production 
declined duriwg 1955-56 to 1,185,400 t0ns 

Because ()f the reduced 1951 crop, eXp0rts 0f sugar (including sugar e~Ported in 
manufactured products) in 1951-52 were loss than half pre-war but since that year there 
has been a steady increase and during 1954-55 exp0rts are estimated to have reached a record 
figure of 794,000' trms or 76 per cent. ab'we pre';:war. Following decreased producticm, .. 
@xports are estimated t'l·have fallen to 551,300 trms in 1955-5').Suf\ar consum-pti0n per heak 
of populati0'n in pO'st-war years up to 1951.-52 was consicler8.b1y hi!::;her than before the wo:r. 
Statistics for 1952-53 showed a dt'op in consumption per head to only 3 per cent. above 
pre-war Ivel. In the three subsequent years c rmsuml'tion remainded steady at a level of 
from 6 to 7 per cent. above p~·e-wa:r'. 
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Particulars of the area of sugar cane cut f')r crushing, and the productil)n, 
expl)rts and consumption nf raw sugar are shown in the table belf)w. 

.... - . 

, , 

Average 

. 

TABLE 5.RAW$\JGAR" ~ AREA CUT FdRCRUSHING, AND PRODUCTION, EXPORTS 

J\N]) APPARE1~T CONSUMPTIONg AUSTRALIA 

(Base 0f Index Numbers.:. Averflge 1936-37 to 1938,-39 100) 

Area of Sugar Productir)n nf 
E:x:pnrts ')f , , CanG Cut fnr ' Raw Sugar Apparent Cr)nsumption of 

1(94 net titre) 
Sugar (a) 

Crushing Sugar (a) 
Year ' , Index 

.'--' '000 Index '000 Index '000 Index '000 
Per Head 

Acres Tons TI) tal I)f P"pul-Tl)ns Tr)Us 
atinn 

]936-37 tl) 
1938-39 258.1 100 804.4 100 450.0 100 348.6 100 100 
1946-47 227.0 88 551.9 69 161.0 36 418.5 120 110 
1947-48 222.5 86 605.3 75 147.9 33 462.5 133 119 
1948-49 266.3 103 943.1 117 477 .1 106 436.4 125 110 
1949-50 281.3 109 937.1 116 502.2 112 441.7 127 108 
1950-51 271.9 105 921.1 115 447.8 100 478.6 137 :14 
1951-52 281.7 109 745.4 93 215.2 48 483.1 139 112 
1952-53 280.0 108 948.9 118 519.4 115 456.8 131 103 
1953-54 340.5 132 1,254.4 156 763.9 170 477.4 137 106 
1954-55 (b) 374.2 145 1,327.5 165 794.0 176 490.8 141 106 
1955-56 (~) 377.0 146 1,185.4 147 551.3 123 507.3 146 107 

~ a)' Raw and refined sugar and sugar in manufactured pr0ducts all in terms I)f raw sugar 
94 net titre). (b) Subject to revisil)n. (c) Estimated, 

(iv) ~g The number nf dairy c')'ws (in milk and dry) rose cl)ntinu0usly fror.1 the 10w 
war-time levels until March, 1950, but declined in the two years f')lIowing. In March, 1952 
(when Sf)me maj')r dcdrying districts were affected by severe dr0ught) the numbers werS'; 
ab')ut 7' per cent. less th311 the average number frH the three years 1937 to 1939. However, 
there were increases in numbers in the three folll)win[), years, and the tl)tal I)f 3,237,000 
recorded at March, Jl.955 was the highest since 1942. ' Folll)wing the SUbstantial decline 
in milk productirm durin~ 1951-52 due tn drl)ught condi ti')ns in Nr)rthern New South Wales 
and Queensland there was an increase in 1952-53 I)f 16 per cent. Further adveJ1"se, weather 
cl)ndi ti0ns during 1953-54 again affected pr0Clucti'Jn but this was f"lbwed by excellent 
seas'")Us during 1954-55 and 1955-56 resul tine; in what is antictpated tf) be a recf)rd 
pr0ductirm during 1955-56 of lr341,000 r;al10ns 1 17 percent. ab0ve the pre-war level. 

Exp0rts ')f butter, cheese and 0ther milk prnducts (expressed in terms of milk 
I eqUivalent) fell sharply to 76 per cent. 0f the pre-war level in 1950-51 matnlybecause 
of increased crmsumptinn reS1iitirrg f'rrym the lifting of butter ratil)ning 0n 16th June, 1950. 
In 1951-52 reduced ')utput of milk caused a further stoep fall in eXTl'l'rts tf) 29 per cent., 
I)f the pre-war lavel and despi te the high output in 1952-53, exports 0f all milk pr0ducts 

~ in that year were rrnly 74 per cent.l)f average exp0rts f0r the years 1936-37 to 1938-39. 
Following another fall in 1953-54 t'J 61 percent. f)f the pre-war levels, exp0rts r0se ap,ain 

I J3.l1d in 1955-56 it is estimated that the tf)tal was I)nly 7 per cent. bel0w pre-war. 

The apparent cr)Usumvtil)n 0f milk (including the milk equivalent of milk pr0clucts) 
per head 0f pl)pulati0n since tho lifting 0f butter rati0ning in June, 1950 has been slightly 
liigher than bef'Jre the war wi th tho exoepti(}n ()f tW0 years 1952-53 and 1955-56 when it was 
1 per cent be10w the pre-war level. This f coupled wi th tho increase in p0pulation has 
caused a c0nsiderable rise in t0tal quanti tia s I)f milk products c0nsumed in Australia, 

I which in 1955-56 were estimated to be abnut 34 per cent. greater than pre-war. 
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Relevant particulars of dair~ cow numbers and prnduction r expryrts and 

consumption of milk are sho\'Vn below. 

TABLE 6 g DAIRY COW NfJJ1JIBERS AND PRODUCTION, EXPORTS AND APPARENT 

CONSlJ]\JIPTION OF MILK. ~ AUSTRALIA 

(Base of Indexes - Average 1936-37 to ]938-39 100) 

Number of Da.iJ:y Pr0 duc tion of Exports of 
Apparent Con s U1!l1P ti on of 

Cows-(In milk& "Milk Milk 
Dry) a.t March . (All Purposes\ 

Milk (a) ( a) 
Year " Index 

MilIion 1000 Inde.:x: I d MiHicn MilIi0n Per Head 
Ga11rms n ex . '. Index 

iGallons Gal1rms T0tal of Popul-
I atirm 

Average 1936-37 to 
1938-39 3,211 100 1,142 laO 452.2 100 689.4 100 100 
1946-47 3,013 94 1,079 94 37°.4 82 725.2 105 96 
1947-48 3,085 96 1,172 103 477.7 106 726.9 105 95 

.. 1948-49 3,159 ... .9.8 .. 1,209 106 486.1 107 733.3 106 94 
1949-50 3,191 99 1,238 ioS 476.4 105 760.9 no 94 
1950-51 3,149 98 1,198 105 342.4 76 885.0 128 106 . 
1951-52 2,973 93 1,047 92 132.6 29 901.2 131 105 
1952-53 3,087 96 1,215 106 335.8 74 868.0 126 99 
1953-54 3,211 100 1,,190 104 275.3 61 929.3 135 104 
1954-55 (b) 

3, (~~ 101 1,318 115 372.6 82 924.8 134 101 
1955-56 (c) ( d) 11.341 117 418.8 93 926.0 134 99 

\ a) Includes milk products in tG~ms of milk. ( b) Su"b j e C t tl) revision. (c) Estimated. 
(d) Not yet available. 

(v) BEEF AND VEAL: JlTumbeis of cattle (other than dairy cows) rose continu()Usly in each 
post-wacryear until.March,.195.1.This was f0110wed bya slight decrease in 1951-52 owing 
to the effects of drought in n0I,thern beef-pr0ducing areas, but the numbers rose . 
oontinurlUsly in subsequent years reaching the roc')rd fir;ure nf 12.6 :llillinh in ][arch,1955. 

Beef and Veal pr0ducti()l'i., fo11rwving the decline in 1951-52, has risen 
continno'usly to an estimated 750,000 trms during 1955-56, an all -time reC0rd. 

, ,. 'Exports 0f beef and veal {including carcass equivalent weight ()f cann.ed 
meatexprjrts) which were c")nsistentlyhighor tha'1 pro-war exp0rts in each 'post..,.wa:r year 
up to 1950-51,declinod tf) 14 per cent~ less tha.'1 the pre-war level in 1951-52, Fr')m .that 
yearh')wever, the· quanti ty exported has been at high leveIs and in 19')5-56 .is estimated 
to be 93 per cent~ above pre-war. 

ApPllrent c")nsnmptirm. of beef and veal per head .O!f pO'pulati')n in Australia was 
1.0wer than f')r the pre-war period, by. 180r 19 per cent. in eechlf the thr.ee yeaJ!"s 
1953-54 to 1955-56. Owing to the inc:reasG in p()pulation, total supplies crmsumed exceeded 
pre-war c'msumpti 0n by 11 per CeIl t.in 1955..;.56. 

Particulars of cattle numbersnnd prO'ducti0n, expnrts and consumpti'm "Jf beef 
and ve a1 are shovm in the f'lIlowing table. 
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"'TABLE 7. CATTLE NUMBERS AND PRODUCTION, EXPORTS ANI) JD:PARENT CONSIDi[PTION OF 

BEEF .AND VEAL g AUSTRALIA 

Year 

(Base nf Indexes - Average 193.6-37 tn 1938":'~9 =100) 

No~ of 
Cattle 

(""Jther than 
Dairy C')ws) 
at March 

No. ')f 
Cattle,' 

,Slaugh tere d 
f0r Meat 

" 

! ' ' 
, " .' I Exp0r ts of 
Pr'1duc tl.:m , I'D f d ' ' 'I neG an 

, .of; Beef Veal 
and Veal ' (a) 

'000' tooo 

Apparent Cnnsumvti')n of 
Beof and Veal 

'000 
Index 

, jPer,Head '000, Index '000 Index trms Index trms Index t0ns 
(b) (b) (b) 

Tn tal o'f' Popul-
ati0n 

Average 1936-37 
to 1938-39 9,933 100 3,605 100 569.1 100 133.6 100 435.5 100 100 
1946-47 10,414 105 3,164 88 487.8 86 153.3 115 333.5 77 70 
1947-48 10,700 108 3~378 94 562.0. 99 164.3 123 386.8 89 80 

"1948-49 10,965 110 3,494 , ,97 577.3 101 152.9 114 432.4 99 87 
1949-50 11,449 115 3,608 100 606.·,5 107 153.4 ' 115 462.9 106 91 
1950-51'" 12,080 122 ' 3,735 104 651 .5 114 138.0 103 503.2 116 96 
1951-52 1l,921 120 3,686 102 581.9 102 114.3 86 468.6 108 87 
1952-53 12,160 122 3,966 110 674~8 119 198.0 148 480.2 110 87 
1953-54 12,390 125 4,416 122 704.3 124 249.5 187 459.8 106 82 
1954-55 (c) 12,600 127 4,475 124 714.2 125 234.7 176 470.6 108 81 
1955-56 (d) (e) (e) 4,515 125 750.0. 132 258.2 193 482.7 III 82 

(a) Includes eXIl'lrts f)f canned meat in terms of Carcass weigh t. (b Carcass weight. 
(c) Subject tf) revisirm. (d) Estimated. (e) N0t yet available. 

(Vi) MUTTON MIl) L]Jmg Particulars of sheop and lacrb numbers and mutt')n and lamb pMducti0n 
exports and apparent consuI'lption are sli0wn in tho fnllovring table. FI)11')1!'fing the extremely 
low level o'f slaughterings and mutton and lamb pr')ductirm in 1950-51 and 1951-52 there was 
an upward trend in the subsequent year, and in 1954-55 a p0st-war peak was reached. Present 
estimates indicate a dro'p during 1955-56 t') 10 per cont. abr)Ve pre-war. Exprnts ()f mutt')n 
and Iamb represented ()nly 27 por cent. ')f pre-war expnrts in 1951-52 but were 5 per cent. 
greater than the pre-war level in 1952-53. In the lCJ.st three years, hnwever, exp')rts were 
33 per cent., 22 per cent. and 27 per cent. respectively be10w the pre-war level. 
Seas'mal c()ndi ti0ns and other facbrs. cause very prrmocunced fluctuati()ns in sl2,ugh terings and 
exports. 

YaDJl" 

,..:. 

TABLE 8 g SHEEP NUMBERS @D ?RODUCTIOlJ, EXPORTS ANTI L'iPPARENT CONSUMPTION 
OF l'dUTTON AND LAHB g lcUSTRALIA 

(Bas.e of Indexes - Average 1936-37 try 1938-39 = 100) 

j 1'f0. nf 
, 

No. of 
: 

Exp')rts of 
Sheop and 

Sheep and Producti)n 
Mutt0n and. Apparen t Cr msumpti0·n 

Lambs at Lambs of Mutt')n 
Lamb Mutt'm and Lamb 

March 
Slaughtered and Lamb 

( a) 
for Meat 

! , Index 

of 

I '000 '000 I '000 Per Head Mill- Index Mill-
Index Index tnns Index tnns tons ion ion 

(b) (b) (b) 
T!)tal of Popul-

atirm 
Average 1936-37 

to 1938-39 111.6 100 18.9 100 319.0 100 88.8 100 230.2 100 100 
1946-47 95.7 86 17.9 95 302.6 95 80.3 90 231.4 101 92 

;; 1947-48 102.6 92 16.6 88 295.,3 93 59.0 66 241.5 105 94 
1948-49 108.7 97 18.3 97 320.4' 100 54.3 61 256.7 112 98 
1949-50 112.9 101 20.3 107 358.1 112 101.6 114 264.5 115 98 
1950-51 115.6 104 15.7 83 274.3 86 34.2 39 236.4 103 85 
1951-52 117.6 105 16.0 85 282.4 89 23.8 27 248.3 108 87 
1952-53 123.1 110 21.8 115 395.1 124 93.3 105 306.1 133 105 
1953-54 126.9 114 21.0 III 364.8 114 59. 1 67 315. 1 137 106 

1954-5~~c) 130.8 117 22.1 117 379.91 119 68.9 78 311.7 135 102 
1955-56 d) 137.0 123 20.7 110 380.01 119 64.8 73 320.1 139 103 

~ a) Includes exports of canned moat in terms f)f carcass weigh t. (0 Carcass vveight. 
c) Subject ,to ron si')n.. (d) Estimated. 
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(vii), OTHER FOOD PRODUCTS: Particulars t"lfproduGt:ion, exports and consumption Qf other 
food prf)ductsf'O'rI954':":55 'lri'CnmpariSonwith earlic'x years are sh0Wn in detcd11ri la.ter 
sections of this Bulleti]'].. The productfonof pigmeafs in 1954-55 was the highest since 
1945-46~ However, the production of potatO'Q.s and other, vege,tables and fr@·s,h, and .. dried 
frtrl t was JiowG'r than in 1953-54., 

(viii) CONsmtPTION OF FOODSTUFF$~ Details of the apparent consumption of ff)odstuffs and 
beverages expressed in pounds per head of pnpulation pDr annum are shf)wn in fourteen 
cO!'!1ID0di tygrou-ps in thef011l)wi:r:rgtable for the average of the threeya.ars 1936-37 to 
1938-j9" th,eaverage ()f the three years 1946-47 tf)' 1948-49 and for each year 1952-53 to 
1954-55. Apparent cf)nsumption per head of population for many commodities during 
1954-55 Was slightly Ji.')wer than in the' previ7us year, these items being milk and milk 
prnducts, sugar and syrup,p0,tatoes, fruit and vegetables and grain prl)'011ctS. Small 
increases were registered in the other cnInmodity gr!")ups. The increase in the ol)nsutn1"tion 
of beverages was due entirely to a 5 per cent. increase in ;:''''3r consumption which more 
than I')ffset the decrease in the intake of tea and wine. 

'1'he estimated quanti ties of f!")f)dstuffs entering Cf)'mumptinn shown in the vari0us ' 
tables thr'-,ughout this ::~'A.E3'~:l'.n are IJvor-stated by the inclusion nf f·")'.,d 1Ivhich has been 
exported in the ff)rm of individual Cif,ts fr:>rwarded by parcel P'1st. Further reference to 
these expl)rts will be f'1und in earlier issues of this Bulletin. Ff)r details 0f the method 
of calculating Cr)TIsumpti0'n an.d the deficiencies in the varil)us statistics see the Preface 
to this Bulletin. 
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2. LEVE1 OF NUTRIENT !NTAKE, 1954-55 

NOTE: The Analysis in this S~ction is based on the statis tics cl)llected by the 
C0mm')nweal th Statis tici~ as. set ')ut elsewhere in this Bulletin and is theref'lre 
su'b>ject t') the same qualifi'c,ations. See the Preface f0r a statement of these 
qualificati0ns. 

In I)rder to determine whether the quantities of the vari0us foodstuffs 
passing intI) c0nsumption are likely to be euffioient for g,dequate nutri ti'm, it 
is necessary to calculate the aIDr)Unt of nutri ents the f')'Jds provide. The basis 
for the calculati0ns in this section I)f the Bulletin have been changed since 
issue Nt). 8, and Nos. 9 and 10 are n0W based on crmversi')n fact0rs calculated 
fr')m "Tables ·of Cr')mposi ti0n I)f .AustralianF')')d,s" (Osmond and 1Nils')n, Canberra, 
1954). C0mparisoms with years prior to 1952-53 (which has been rewised on this 
basis) are theref0re n')t entirely valid. H0wever, with the exceptirJn r')f the 
figures shnwn for vitamin A, which have all been revised on the new basis, the 
change in conversi0n fact0rs does nnt seri')usly affect c')mparisnn wi th years 
prior to 1952-53. 

The nutritive value of the fond passing into consumpti()n during the 
year 1954-55 is shown in Table 13 following, wi th c()Iwparisons fl)r previ0us years 
in Table 14 and with other countries in Table 15. 

In Tables 13-15 no allowances are made fnr Insses nf nutrients due to 
the effects of stnrage and c')nking. Such lassos may be considerable, but they 
are so variable that precise allf)wances cannot be estimated. 10sses due to 
processing have been allowed for in the cf)nversion factors used for processed and 
preserved foods. 

Recommended Dietary Al1ow~ces. 

The nutri tive value f)f the ff)od passing intry crmsumptiryn ma;y be 
compared with S0rne arbitrary standard such as quantities of nutrients recommended 
for consumption. Tho Rec0mmended Dietary Alll)wances f')r Australia :f!)rmulate'd by 
the Nutri tion Committee of the Nati0nal Health and Medi cal Research Council 

-l 

(Medica]!. Jl)urnaI of Australia, 2 g1l3, 1954) pr0vide such a yardstick. It must be 
emphasised that these allowances d0 nrrt necessarily represent nutrient requirements; 
rather were they devised for the planning of pra.ctica1 diets wi thin the average 
Australian f00d pattern. Precise inf')rmatinn concerning human requir@ments of 
certain nutrients is far frhm c0mp1ete; and nry crmclusi'J'n regarding the nutri tional 
status of the c0mmunity sh~uld be drawn fr0m c0mparisnns vdth these recommended 
al]f)wances. A deviati')n frnm the roc0mmended allryvvance clf the ')rder of 10-15% 
is n~t regarded as a seril)us deficiency. ,Even if t.honutrient intake is m0re· 
than 15% bel')w the rec0mmended allowande, 'a nutri tir,nal deficiency cann')t be 
assumed wi thf)ut clinical verificatirm. 

The calculated figures, being averaees, give .no infnrmation regarding 
the f0ryd consumption of individuals f)r of specific grf)ups within the pnpulati0n. 
Als0, the figures represent f00ds available for consumpti0n r which is nryt strictly 
the same as f00d cnnsumed. The F')od and Agriculture Organizati0n 0f the United 
Natinns estimates that up to 15% of f0'")cl available may be wasted in c0mmuni ties 
wi th a plentiful f00d supply. . 

Wi th these reservati0ns, the nutrients available f0r c0nsumpti0!1. are 
c')mpared in Table 12 wi th the rec'Hnmended al10wances. The rec')mmended allf)wances 
are averages weighted accr)rdine tn the varinus age er')ups in the p0pulati'm. 
Such a c')mparis')n is useful as an indication ')f trends in f0')d cnnsumpti0n even 
thnugh nr') inferences 0f nutri ti rma1 deficiency are valid. 

10sses 0f Nutrients 

As a result ')f st')rage and c')r)king, certain f')!)ds, parti cularlyfrui t 
and vegetables, could lose S0me of their nutritive value. An estimate 0f 
possible 10sses !)f thiamine and asc')rbic acid (Vitamin C) in c0~king has been 
made and the factnrs applied t') the nutrients available for consumption. 1088es 
of other nutrients do f)ccur but n')t in am')unts that are likely to be ,significant. 
10sse:s due tn stIJrage have n0t been estimated. 

10 s ses r)f vi t am:in C C0ver a wi de range, fr:! maIm·,) s t ni 1 to 100%. The 
estimates given inthef0110wing ~v') tables are applicable to average c0nditinns 
and methods, but lr)sses c')uld be reduced t') less than these figures by ca.reful 
c00king. 
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TABLE 10 g AVERAGE LOSS OF VITI"lHN C IN COOKING 

Leafy Green Vegetables 

Potatoes 

Other Vegetables 

Stewed Fruit 

Estimated average loss 
of Vitamin 0 in c0~king 

60% 

50% (000ked in skin, nogJ.igible 
bss) 

(BciUed and r:lashed, 60% ~:Jr 
mire) 

Losses frl)m tomat0es f citrus fruit and I)ther unc")")ked frui ts and veGetables are 
assumed tl) be negligible while ll)sses in canning and drying ~f fruit and 
vegetables have alre::1dy been acc~uYited f~r in the calculatLYls crade for the 
figures: in Table 13. 

TI-J3LE 11 g ESTHL\TED VIT]\MIN C AVAILLBLE i\.FTER ALLO':JANCE FOR COOKING LOSSES, 1954-55 
(Per Head per Day) 

Ff)od 

Milk 
Meat 
Tomatoes and Citrus Fruit 
Other Frui t -

Fresh and Canned 
Cooked 

Potatoes 
Leafy Green and Yelbw 
Vegetables -

Ca.bbage and Greens 
Lettuce, oanned vegs. 
Carrots, legumes 

Other Vegetables 

TOTALg 

Calculated Value 
(Sea Table No. 

mg 
4 
2 

21 

4 
4 

24 

6 
1 
3 

14 

83 

13) 

(a) Some vi tamin C could be retained in these f!)l)ds. 

Amount 

I 
I 

l\vailable 

~:~ 
21 

4 
2 

12 

2 
1 
1 
7 

50 

The table bell')w sho'Ws the quantity f)f nutrients available fl)r 
intake in the Australian diet (as sh'1wn in Table 13) less estimated cooking 
losses, cl)mpared wi th the desirable quanti ties recnmmended by the Natif)nal 
Health and Medical Research Ol)uncil. 

There is a signific:ant loss of Thiamine in the cl)t')king f)f meat and 
vegetables, the 8ffi'lunt of loss dependinE;' (m the me thl)d and duratilm of cl)oking. 
In a nl)rmal mixed diet it is accurate en~ugh to alll)w 15 per cent. deduction 
frnm the t~taI Thiamine availablG. As indicated previnusly in this sectil)n 
loss of Vi tamin 0 is alsl) experienced in co~king but it will be seen from the 
data. supplied in the table be10w that there is nl) loss I)f the 0ther nutrients 
listed thrl)ugh cl)r)king. 

. TABLE 12 g NUTRIENTS AVAIL.i\.BLE FOR CnNSlJ][PTION IN l:..USTRLo~LIA, 1954-55, COMPJiliED WITH 

Calories 
Pr0tein, g. 
CalCium, mg. 

Nutrient 

Vi tamin 1:", 1. U. 
Thimnine, mg. 
Ri b,.,flavin. mg. 
Niacin, Mg. 
Asc0rbic acid, mg. 

RECOMl'JIENDED _:, LLOWl\}T CE S 
(Per Head per Day) 

Rec0ITJJ:lended 
Al10wances 

2260 
61 

930 
4480 

1.13 
1.5 

11.3 
33 

l'futrients available less 
estimated c~0king 10sSGS 

3296 
90 

758 
7084 

1.09 
1.7 

18.5 
50 
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The number of calories available in 1954-55 measuring the energy­
yielding value I)f the diet, decreased comparerr with 1953-54, but still 
reached the high level of almost 3300 calories. The decrease reflects tho 
sligh tly lower crmsumptirm of milk, potat0es amd grain prn ducts (chiefly flour). 
The relatively high consumptil)n of fats and sugars,which are concentrated sources 
of calories, is unchanged. 

The Consumptian of pr')tein irrm thiamine, ribl)flavin and niacin was not 
. , ----, 

significontly different frl)m that of the previf")us year. 

Although the intake of vit~nin A was ]nwer, mainly due to the If")wer 
cl)nsum1,)tion of leafy green and yello'VI vegetables, it was well in excess of tho 
recommended allowance. .As a result of our high meat consumption protein and 
niacin were alsl) well in excess. A satisfactory margin of riboflavin was 
available. 

As a consequence of the lower consumption of milk and milk products, 
(fluid milk, concentrated milk (used in ice cream), dried milk and cheese), the 
intake of calcium decreased tf") 758 mg., a figure 10wer than the average recommended 
alll)wance of 930 mg. 

The &nount of ascl)rbic acid available was at a satisfactory level, 
although it was lower than the previl)us year as a result of the lower 
consumption ')f potatl)es. Even when cOfJking ll)sses are allowed fl)T, there was a 
satisfactory margin over the recommended allowances. This mar~"n, however, 
Gould easily be reduced if unsatisfactory methods of stl')rage and cooking were' 
used. 

T;he amfJunt of thirurrine available for consumptifJn ciuld be marginal 
unless ]')sses were minimised by conserv,ativ~ cooking methods o Table l3 shows 
that fats (including butter) and sugars, although pnviding 307& of the calories, 
pr1wide n'") thiamine. It is the relatively high consumptirm of these foods, 
particularly sugars, that unbalance:s the thiamine intake rather than the lack 
of specific thiamine-rich f')fJds. 

• 
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3. PRODUCTION DI STRIBUTION liND APPARENT CONSUMPTION OF INDIVIDUAL COMJ'10DITIES 

i Milk and Milk Pr0ducts Excluding Buttor 

The production of wh01e milk for all purposes during the year 1954-55 was 
approximately 1,317.5 million gal10TIs. This constituted a record. 

During the three years ended 1938-39, 78 per cent. of Australia's milk supply 
was used for butter-making, 5 per cent. for cheese manufacture, 3 per cent. for condensery 
products and 14 per cent. for fluid consumption and other purposes. In m~re recent years, 
however, there has beon a considerable decline in the use of milk for butter, the 
prop,rti0ns in 1954-55 being 67 per cent, for butter, 7 per cent. for cheese, 5 per cent. 
for condensery pr'1ducts and 21 per cent. f!)r other purp0ses. 

Details 0f the quantity of whole milk pr')(luced and used for various purposes 
in the years 1950-51 to 1954-55 are sh"lwn in the fo1l0wing t3.ble in comaparison with the 
average f')r the three yoare' 19'36-37 to 1938-39, and the (,,"verage for the throe years 1946-47 
to' 1948-49. 

Average 
Average 
1950-51 
1951-52 
1952-53 
1953-54 

TABLE 16 g WHOLE :MILK :PRODUCTION .ilND UTILIZATION g AUSTRALIA 
( '000 Gallons) 

Total 
Quantity Used for 

BuJ;ter Cheese . 
Year Whole Milk 

(Fact'1ry (F t Condensery 
PrOduced 

ac ory 
& Farm) & Farm) Pro duc ts 

1936-37 ]938-39 
Ill. 

891 ,755 33,226 to .. 1,14 1" 776 54,933 
1946-47 to 1948-49 1,153,236 738,370 91 ,642 78,739 

1,197,818 760,622 96,532 84,828 
1,047,376 626,560 8",360 76,324 
1,215,241 771 ,522 100,224 83,411 
1, 189,652 737,474 105,870 75,773 

1954-55 (a) 1,317,543 886,367 97 ,430 60,776 

( a) Subject to revisi0n. 

Other 
Purp'1ses 

161,862 
244,485 
255,836 
257,132 
260,084 
270,535 
27 2 ,970 

Details 0f the production and util:1i.zation of milk and milk products (excluding 
butter) are shown in the tables be10w for the year 1954-55 in comparison with the earlier 
periods specified. 

During 1954-55 productirm 0f p0wdered milk at 37,10'0 tl"ms, was 4 per cent't1ess 
than production during the previ0us year. . The pr0duction of condensed and concentrated 
milk was approximately 12,000 t0ns (19 per cent.) less than the ~uantitypr0duced during 
the previ,us year" and the '1utput t)f infants' and invalids' fn'Jds at 11,400' tnns, was 
300' tons less than that for the previ0us year, and 700 t0ns less than the record pr0duction 
in 1951-52. The "lutput of all preserved milk pr0ducts expressed in terms 0f wh01e milk 
equivalent am"luntedto 60'.8· million gallrms, which was 15.0 million gallons (20 per cent.) 
less than '1utput in the previ0us yea-r and 28.8 milli0n ga1l0ns (32 per cent.) less than 
the reGrlrd pr0ductirm of 1949-50. The decline was largely due to a decrease in the 0utput 
of concentrated wh01e milk. 

Following the large increase- in pr0o.ucti rm f)f condensery pr0ducts in p0st-war 
years, the quanti ties of these items exp0rted showed c0rresp0nclinG increases mO're 
particularly fr0m 1947-48 to 1952-53. Exports of p0wdered milk during 1954-55 at 24,700 
t')ns (representing 67 per cemt. 0f tf)tal production) were 0nly slightly be10w the 1952-53 
record figure. 

The production f)f cheese in 1954-55 at 45,10'0 t0ns was 4,0'00 tf)ns (8 per cent.) 
below tho record producti0n in t.."f1e previous year. Exports r0se from 18,100 tons in 1951-52 . 
to 23,80'0' in 1952-53 but fell to 22,80'0 and 22,200 tons in the two subsequent years. This 
was below the level recorded in the immediate post-war years. 



MILK: PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION 

1954-55 

\ 

BUTTER 886 MI L GALS. 
67·2°/0 

WHOLE MI LK 255 MIL.GALS. 

19·4°/0 

TOTAL PRODUCTION 1,317 MILLION GALLONS 

COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS 
CANBERRA,A.C.T. JULY, 1956 
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TABLE 17 g MILK PRODUCTION j\ND UTILIZATION AUSTRi,LIA 
(Mi11bn galIrms) 

Average: Average 
1954-55 Particu1aJ!"s 1936-37 to 1946,...47 to 1952-53 1953-54 ( a) 

1938-39 1948-49 

Net Change in Stocks 
, - , ' - .-.'" -' ,".+ - ' ' - ' " 

-~ .,- , 

Pr0ductif)lIl' 1,142 1-'.15J 1,215 1,190 1.318 

To tal Supplies g 1,142 1,153 1,215 1,190 1,318 
... .... -.' . 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stf)res) - - - - -
Miscellane0us Uses (b) . 981 920 973 937 1,063 
Apparent ConsUmption (c) 161 233 242 253 255 

ra:r-Subjeot to revisinn. (b) Used in the manufac ture f)f butter and cheese and c0ndensed 
etc. milk pr0ducts and crmsumed as sweet cre3ID. (c) Includes small quanti ties of milk 

,consumed as ice cream for miscellaneous manufacturin~ purposes and fed whole to 1ivest0ck • 

..;;T.;:.;;AB;;;..L;;:;;E=-,..:;1;,;;8~g_;_'.l;r:=--.L..;;.):-C:-P_R_0-::-D_U_CT:-S--:(:-8-:X_C",:"L_[r::-_'):r:-,_l:-:-TG~B-::-U":"'l1_rr:;"_'!JR.....;,)~:-=-PR",,:,,, __ ()D_tl_JC_rr_I_o-::N:--i:J-:-\f";-!-,_t_TT_I,L_I_Z,_;,,'l1_,_I __ l_W_, __ AD_TS_T_r_L~_,L_IA 
(N ,te: Butter is included with Oils and Fats 9 see Section v) 

Particulars 

CONDENsED AND' CONCENTRATED MILK ('000 Tlms) -

Ne.,t ,Change in Fact0ry St')cks(b) , 
(0) (-) 1.1 '(+) 1.6 (-) ,1.0 (+) 1.,3 

Pr0ducti rm 21,,7 56.9 69.9 61.9 50.0 

T0tal Supplies g 21. 7 58.0 68.3 62.9 48.7 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 8.5 32.4 40.8 27.7 20.4 
Apparent C'lnsump ti on 13.2 25.(') 27.5 35.2 28.3 

" 

POVVDERED MILK Cd) (, 000 tnns) 

Net Change in Factory Sbcks (b) (0) ) (-) 0.2 (+) 0.5 (+) 0.8 (+) 0.1 
Prl) duc ti 'JTI " 9.5 21.4 38.3 38.7 37.1 

Tnta1 Supplies g 9.5 21.6 37.8 37.9 
, 

37.0 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stnres) 1.4 8.7 25.7 23.6 24.7 
Apparent C'lnsumption 8.1 12.9 12.1 14.3 12.3 

- - -, INFANTS' AND INV;'\.LIDS' FOODS (INCLTTDING MALTED MILK) (e) (1000 tr)TIs). 

Net Change in Factory stocks {b) (0) (-) 0.2 r (-) 1.0 , (-) 1.7 (-) 0;5 , 
ProduQtion 3.2 9.3 10.0 ll.7 11.4 

Total Supplies ~ 3.2 9 .. 5 11.0 13.4 11.9 

Exports. (il'l!cl. SM ps' . Stores ) 0.2 5.2 5.4 5.8 ' 5.9 
Apparent Crmsumption 3~O 4.3 5.6 7.fJ 6.0 

I 

CHEESE (1000 Trms) 

'Net Ohange in Cn1d St'lTe Stocks (b) I (c) (-) 1.0 (-) 0,,1 (+) 0.1 I (-) 0.9 I Production 24.9 42.3 46.6 49.] 45.1 

Total Supplies 1 24.9 43.3 46.7 49.0 46.0 . 
Exports (incl. Ships' Stnres) 11.5 24~3 23.7 22.8 22.2 
Apparent C'lnsumptit:lTI 13.4 19.0 23.0 26.2 23.8 

(a) Subject t() reVlSlon. (b) Including Imp0rts. (c) N0t available. (d) Excludes 
Powdered Butter Milk and Whey. (e) Includes small quanti ties 0f n'ln-fat malted milk. 
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In the next tab Ie details ()f the estimated supplies I)f lYlilk and milk pr0ducts 
(excluding hutter) available fnr consumptinn per head nf pf)pulatiryn are shnwn fnr the 
years 1952-53 tf) 1954-55 incf)mparis''ln wi th the· aver.age f0r the three years ended 1933-39 
and the average f0r the three years ended 1948-49. . 

TABLE 199 SUPPLIES OF MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS (EXCLUDING BUTTER) 
. AVl;.lLABLE FOR CONSUMPTImr ~ i,:USTRALIA 

(lb. perheoo per annu.rn)· 
(Note : Butter is included wi tli Oils and Fats; see Sectir'ln v) 

Commndi ty· 

Fluid 1iihole Milk -
Estimated Weight (b) 
Actua~quantity .. in gal1f)rls 

Fresh CrGatn 
Cr:mq.ensed Milk 

Full Cream -
Unsweetened ) 

Sk~=e~::~:n~d .. -,~ 
CQncentrated Wh01eMilk (c) 
P()wdered Milk - Full Cream 

Skim 
Infants I and Invalids I F0<)ds 
. (Including Malted Milk) (d) 
Cheese 

Total. - As Milk S0lids (e) 

Average 
1936-37 to 

1938-39 

240.2 
(23.4) 

6.4 

. 3 •. 2 

1.1 
2.6 

-
1.0 
4.4 

39.3 

Average 
1946""47 to 1952-53 1953-54 

1948-49 

312.6 285.0 291.1 
(30.5) (27.8 ) (28.4) 

1.5 2.0 2.0 
.' 

4.0 3.4 3 •. 9 

3.5 3.7 4.9 
3.2 2.5 2.6 
0.6 0.6 1 .. 0 

1.3 1.4 1.9 
5.6 5.9 6.6 

49.1 45.3 47.8 

(a) Subject t'l revisi'ln. ~b) Estimated weight of agallryn I)f milk" 10.25 lb. 
consumed as ice-cream.. (dt Includes sma.~lquanti t.ies 0f nrm-fat mal ted milk. 

1954-55 
( a) 

287.0 
(28.0 ) 

2.0 

2 •. 9 . 
2.3 
0.7 

45.5 

(c ~ Mainly 
(e) The 

total figure·s are in terms nf milk sl)lids. Figures for indiviCl.ual c0m.ri10di ties arG actual 
net weigh ts. 

. .' 

The apparent cf)nsumpti0'n per head of fluid milk increased fr0m 240.2 lb. pre ..... war 
toa peilk:Qf316.7 lb. :iI1!I948-49,.butha~.since declined to 28}.0 lb. in 1954-55 •. The .. 
lowest p'lst-war level was reached in 1952-53 at 285.0 lb. O'lnsurn:ptiryn per head in 195-4-55 
was 9 per cent o. less than the peak tn 1948-49, <but 19 per cent. greater than pre-war. 
These trends. in fluid milk consumption are largely reflected in c0nsumpti r)'n 0f all milk 
qnd '!P'i1j,<: P~0duQts(excluding_butter) which increased fr0m 39.3 lb. (as milk solids) pre-war 
to' 49.5 lb. in 1948-49 but subsequently declined to 45.3 lb. in 1952-53. There was a small 
rise in 1953-54 but during 1954-55 c0nsumptiondr0pped again to 45.5 lb. per head. 

(if) Me.~t 

.. 

Pr0ducti0n 'If meat (b0ne-in weight) in Australia during 1954-55 is estimatefl 
at"i,191,500 trmsexclusive of approximately 60,300 t"msof edible of :fa 1. This was 3 'per 
cent. above the previ()usroc0rd level achieved in 1952...;.53 and 1953-54. and 27 pE;lr cent. above 
average producti"lm over thethr'oe years ended 1948..;.49. 

Tho pro duc ti0n ()f beef and veal was a rec0rd at 71Ll,200 t'ms, being 9,900 t'lns: 
a.bove thb\ previous recrlrdachieve:d tn 1953':"54 and 171,800 t0ns (32 per cent.) ab0ve the' 
average f0r the thre e ye ars ended 1948~49. 

Dur:! ng 1954-5 5 the re was a de cline in the pr0 rluc ti f1'n 0 f mu t t0n to 2 pe r c onto 
below the preVJ.I)U8 year, and 6 por cent .. belnvT 1952-53 but lamb'Jlutput increased to a 
level slightly aD'we that of 1952-53. 

Tne pr0ducti r'ln ,-,f prJrk at 45,500 tons reached a post-war peak during 1954-55 • 
.'rhis. was an incre.a~e'-'f.36. per cent. 0n the previnus YEJEl.l'.and 44 por cent. onaverq,ge 
pr0ducti'ln during the, three years 1946-47 t') 19413-49.· It was appr'lximately at the same 
level as the pr')duc ti0n during the immedfllte pre-war peri,-,d. 
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Bacf)n and Ham prnducti0n at 38,20'0' trmswas 'slightly abf)ve that for the previlus 
year, but was still crmsiderably belnw the average productinn f)f 45,10'0' t')DS I)ver the 
three years 1946-47 tn 1948-49. 

The prnclucti(Jn 0f edih1e 'lffal, which is nf)t included wi th the carcass weigh i, 
is estimated at 6Q~ 30'0' tons in 1954-55 cl)llI1'are(l wi th 57,70'0' tl)ns in 1953-54 and average 
prnductinn flf 48,0'0'0' t'lns during tho years 1936-37, t')1938-39. 

Cflmparative details ')f the pr'lductirm '")f oach class 'If meat a.re sh'wln in the 
table bel')w. 

TABLE 20' g PROJ)UCTION OF IvIE"\.T (BONE_IN WEIGHT) g ~'JJSTRALIA 
('0'0'0' trms) 

Class')f Meat 

'Beef and Veal 

Mutton 

Lamb 

Pf)rk (b) 

Bacrm and Ham (Cure(l Weight)(c) 

Tntal Figmeats (as Pflrk) 

Total g 

Offal (Edible) 

Average , 

1936-37 to 
1938-39 

569. 1 

20'1.4 

117.6 

45.4 

32.5 

94.1 

982.2 

48.0' 

Average Ii' 
1946-47 t') 1952-53 1953-54 

1948-49 
542.4 674.8 704.3 

176.5 249.0' 237.6 

129.6 146.1 127 :2 

31.5 30.4 33.4 

45. 1 38.5 37.0 

92.8 82.9 83.7 

,941.3 1,152• 8 1,152.8 

45.9 55.7 57.7 
t, 't 

1954-55 
( a) 

. 
714.2 

233.2 

146.7 

45.5 

38.2 

97.4 

1,191 .5 

60.3 

(a) Subject to reVlSlf)n. (b) Includes estimates ff)r trimmings fr0m bac')ner carcasses. 
(c) rncludes pressErd and canned bacf)n and ham cnnverted tf) bf)ne-in weight. 

Particulars of the prf)ducti'ln and utilizati0n of meat are sh0wn in the three 
tables ff)llowing. In the first table separate cletails are {;i ven fo r each class ,'If carcass 
mea.t. distinguishing between the quanti ti'es exp0rted 'IT crmsumed as fresh rn fr')zen meat 
and the quanti ties used f0r canning and curing. The next ta1Jle sh'")ws particulars 'If the 
prl)ductifln and utiliZ'atirm of pr'lcessed meat~ (canned meat and bac0n and ham) and t')tal 

~ output of pr()cessed meat in terms 'If carcass equivalent weight. Tf)tal prryducti:m and 
utilizati0IT I)f all meat (exclurling Qffal) expressed in terms Qf carcass equivalen t weight 
issh()wn in the third tah Ie. 

During 1954-55 exports of carcass meat aI'l'")unted tl) 197,80'0' tlms. This was just 
over 1 per cent. bel')w the previ')us year, but still in excess nf any nther pf)st-war year. 
This level was maintained by a 115 per cent, increase in Iamb exp'")rts~ tho quantity of beef, 
veal and mutton exported being cf)nsiderably reduced.' Exports of canned meat at 62,0'0'0' tf)ns 
were still at a relatively high level. 

Tf)tal meat exp')rts (including canned and cured meat expressed in te~s f)f carcass 
meat), are estimated at 315,00'0' tons in 1954..0:55, which was slightly be10w the rec0rd 
expl)rts I)f the previ f)US ye ar. 

i11'paront iiustra.lian Crmsurnpti'm 0f noat (includin--: curG'd and canned in terms f)f 
caroass weight) was a reoord at 868,900 tons in 1954-55 o01TIl'ared with 845,90'0 trms in 

'195}-54 and average oonsumption fl)r the years 1946-47 to 1948-49 of 70'6,60'0 tons. 



TABLE 21 

Particulars 

Net Change in Meat Bba:rfd stooks t c) i 
Production 

Tota.l Supplies g 

Exports (including Ships' stores) 
For Canning 
Apparen t C')nsumptir)n ,. 

0 s 
Pro duo ti on 

Total Supplies: 

Exports 
For Canning 
Appao:-ent Crmsurnptfon 

Net Change in Meat Board stocks . 
Production 

Total Supplies: 
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g PRODUCTION .AND UTI.LIZATION AUS'm.;1.IJIA 
trJns, B')ne-in weigh t 

'Average 
1936-37 to 

1938-39 

Average 
1946-47 to 

1948-49 

BEEF iiliD VEAL 

( d) \+) 1.5 
569.1 542.4 

569.1 540.9 

120.8 101,,6 
18.0 .. ' 66.6 

430.3 372.1 

MUTTON 

-' .. ( d) i ( 0 5 
201.4 ¥j'-'/ t:: -- (8_.2_ 

201.4 177 .0 

11.3 .14.8 
- 8.2 

184.1 154.0 

1952-53 I 1953-54 I 

(+) 6.0 I (-) 7.1 
674.(5 704.3 

668.8 711.4 

96 .. 1 154.8 
106.0 101.4 
466.1 455~2 

'"+" . '1..0- ! - o -

I 2") 0. ' 237.6 ---~~~ 
! 

() 5 I 72' 

I 248.5 244.8 

36,0 24.9 
19.5 15~5 

1°3.0 204.4 

...... ... , .. , . . ... ,. 

1954-55 
(b) 

\ +) 3.5 
H4.2 

710.7 

137.5 
107.0 
466.2 

- o 7 • 
233.2 

233.9 

15.1 
14.3 

204.5 

117.6 131.1 150.8 126.5 1 141.1 

Ext>orts .. 71.6 45.0 38.4 19.1 \ 42.4 

, 

_AP;:.~p=-lar.-....;e~n~t ___ el),;,.;;n,;;.;s;..;.;urn;;;;;';A.p...;ti;;..o.;..;;n~ _______ ~_---:;:!4~6..!... 0,;;;......:..' ___ 8::...;6:.::.~1:"'-L--.-...:::l:.::;1.:;:.2=-. 4~. 10 I), 8 I 104.7 ., 

PIGMEATS (J\ S PORK) -
, 

! (-) 1~1 I (-) 0.5 Net Change in Meat Board stocks ( d) ( ... ) 1 •. 2 (+) 0<>7 
ProductioN . 94.1 92.8 82.9 83.1 91.4 

Total Supplies: 94. 1 9:t,O 82.2 84.8 97.9 

Exports 13.1 6,,3 1.5 1.2 2~8. 
For Canning and Curing' 48.6 63.l'c 5[5.0 53 .. 1 55.4 ' 
Apparent Consumption 31.8 24.3 22.7 I 30.5 39.1 'oj 

TOTAL CIJW;~SS 1'L'S:\T 
, 

\ Net Change . in Meat Board Stooks (c) ( d) (- ) 1.7 (+) 2.5 
, 
(-)14~1 (+) 1~9 i I Pro duo ti fJ'l'i 982 .. 2 941.3 1~152.[) ! 12 1.,22.8 1 2191 .2 , 

I 

Tl)tal Supplies: 982.2 943.0 ! 1,.150~ 3 . 1 7 161.5 1,189.6---
I 

Exports (inol .. Ships' stores) 223.4 
I 

167.7 172.1 ! 200.6 197 .8 
For Canning and Curing 66.6. 138,2 . 183.'1.;. 170.0 176.7 
Apparent C')nsumpti0n 692.2 , 631.1 194.8 796.9 815.1 

Excludes offal. (b) Subject to revisi0n. (c) Includes imports~ (d) N0t available: 
P::>rk, including smallgoods and estimates for trimmings frol'l -bnC0ner caJ'.'casses. 
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TABLE 22 PROCESSIi:D MEAT PRODUCTION ;ili"D UTILIZATION a. AUSTRALIA 

-' ' , 

, , ',Average Average' I 1954-55 Particulars 1936-37,to I946-A7 tr:> 11952-53 1953-54 (b) 
1938-39 1948-49 

" ',' " ' , -.. 
Ne'tChange hllFact?ry St0cks (c) .. . ".," (g) , ( .... ) 2~S, -) (b)7.1 , -Hb)).4 "(+ )3.3 
Prl)G.uotirm 12.0 49.0 ., ' -.2.1 .3 69.5 : 75.2 

, , 

T0tal Supplies g 
" 

12.0 " 51~8' 98.4 ' 72 • .9 ,71.9 .,1; " 

". t·,,:, 

E~P~:;t S "(lnq 1. stores) 
, " 

90:.6 65. 0 62.0 Ships I, '5.5 42.8 
Apparent C0nsurnpti'm 6.5 9.0 (b) 7.8 7.9 9.9 

- ", 

Net -Change in Factory St0cks ! ( d) - " (-) 0.7 t+) 0.4 (..:) 0.2 
Pr0duoti'1n 32.5 45.1 ' 38.5 37.0 38.2 

" 

Total SllPplies: 32.5 45.1 39.2 36,,6 38.4 

EXports (incl. Ships I St0res) 1.0 3.1 2.0 1.6 0.9 
F0r Cpn,rling - 2.1 8.9 6.5 5.5 
Appa.reri t 9'msurnpti 0n 31.5 39.9 28.3 28.5 32.0 

" ',.,,; .. -" 

--'. - " 

N e tChal!l!ge in Fact0ry stocks (0)., 6~~1~ (-2 1'.6 ! (-211 ;.6 ' , l""2 '1.2 ('+) 5.7 
Pro due til')'n 138.2 ' 183.4 '170. O' 176.7 

' .. . , ~ . 
" 

Total SuppUes: 66.6 139.8 195.0, 171.2 171.0 

Exports ,.- 9.0 10.3 141.9 122.2 117.2 
App'arent Crmsurnptirm .. _. 57.6 69'7 53.1 49.0 53.8 

.' " 

(a) Excluding ?ffal. (b) Subject to r,evisi?n. (c) Includes impl')'rts. (d) Ni)t available. 

TABLE 23 ~,TOTALMEAT PRODUCTI.ON AND UTILIZATION IN T';J(MS OF C1JtCASS WEIGHT (a) :, 
AUSTRALIA 

('000 tons) 

Average l,verage i 1954-55 .. Particulars 1936-37 ·to 1946-47 to I 1952-53 1953-54 (0) .. 
1938-39 1948.;.49 

Net Cbange, in." St'1 cks (c) ( d) (-) 3.3 (-) 9.1 (-)15.9 (+)7.6 
Pr0 due ti('lrl . 982.2 941.3 1,152.8 1..t.152.8 1,191.5 

" T,),tal Supplies; 982.2 944.6 ! 1,161.9 1,16[3.7 1,103.9 
" -

Exp0rts (incl. Ships I St0res) 232.4 238.0 314.0 3'22.8 315.0 
Apparent C?nsurnpti'1n , .. 

749.8 706.6 847.9 845~9 "868.9 .. , 
,. - ., 

(a~ Excludes '1f:f"al. .,' <. b) Subject, to revisi0n. ( ?) Inc h~d.es imports. <. d). N?t available. 
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As a result 0f the rati~ning ~f meat, the apparent c~nsumpti~n per head fell 
during tho 1939-45 war and immediate p0st-war years, 'and has since remained at a l~wer 
level than pre-war. C'msumpti0n in 1954-55 was 224.8 lb. per head carcass weight. This 
is slightly higher thanthe-previ0us year when 223.5 lb. ,were c0Rsumed but well helnw the 
p0st-war reer:>rd consumptirm of 232.9 1b during 1949-50. 

Beef and veal consumpti0n per head increased c~ntinu0usly fr0m 86.7 lb. (carcass 
weight) in 1945 to 131.6 lb. in 1950-51. H0wever, in succeerling years, c0nsumptbnwas 
lower, declining to 114.6 lb. and 114.9 1b-;. during 1953-54 and 1954-55 respectively. The 
consumpti0n of mutt0n at 50.4 lb. Per headc~cass weight during 1954-55, while slightly 
belOiWthatfor the previ0us yea.rwasstill ab"ve"the generalp0st-war level. Lamb 
consumption reached a post-war peak during 1952-53 at 28.8 lb. per head, but tell to 
26.9 lb. during 1953-54 and again to 25.8 lb. fn1954-55. This was still considerably 
above the pre-war level. 

Pork oonsumption (at'5.8 lb. per head) in 1952-53 was at the l')west leyel 
recorded for any p0st-war year, but increased to 7.7 lb. POI' head in 1953-54 and again to 
9.-8 lb. in 1954-55 the highest recorded since -the war. Theparticulf'-xs relating to p0rk 
consumpti0n embrace all pismeats othf)rthanbacnn and ham and include that used for small­
go')ds,~ At 7 .. 9 lb. -per head;; bacon and ham ~0nsumption was 38 per cent. be10w the 1946-41 
peak of 12.7 lb., 

Owing to' divergent cutting practices by vario'usbutchers in thiscl')untr-y and 
beoause 0f the difficulty I')f clearly defining the term "retail weight')flrre-ai ti , ii-is 
considered impracticable to derive a satisfactory f'act0r f0r the purposes of' exppessing 
estimated meat consumption in terms of retail weight. Depending on cutting practices 
employed and whether or n..,.t b0nes etc. sold to cusbmers are included in retail weight , 
of meat, the retail'weight as a proportirm of carca.ss weight ranges from ab0ut,-60 percen t._ 
to 15 per cent. for beef, from 80 per cent. to 95 per cent. for muttrm and Iamb and fr0m ' 
90' peroent. to 95 per cent. f'r:irp()rk.' However, approximate estinlaJ.3.~ of· ,the edible " 
weight ()f meat qonsumed have been used fl")r the purpose of calculating nutilient in'take. 

.. .,. "._- . . 

. 
TJi..BLE24·: SUPPLIES,oi"MEAT (nWLUDING CURED, C.ANNED lIND·EDIBLE 

COlIlIilodity 

Beef and Veal (b) 

Mutton (b) 

Lamb (b) 

Pork (b J 
Offat -_. 

Canne.d Meat (c y 
Bacon, arid ,Ham (e) , 

-, ----, 

Total (b) (f) 

'OFFAL) AVAIL;.J3LE FOR CONSill,1PTION AU8TRl. ... LIA 

(lb. per head per annum) 

I
, Average 
1936-37 to 

1938-39 

144,1 

59.8 

15.0 

10.4 

8.4 

( d) 

10.2 

253.0 

I 
Average-

1946-47 to 
1948-49 

108.9 

45.1 

25.2 

7.1 

8.9 

2.6 

11.7 

215.7 

1952-53 

119.7 

49.5 

28.8 

5.8 

10.3 

2.0 

7.3 

227.7 

1953-54 

114.6 

51.4 

26.9 

7.7 
10.6 

2.0 

7.2 

223.5 

1954-55 
( a) 

114~9'" 

50.4 

25 .. 8, ,. 

9.8 

10.7 __ 

, 2.4 

224.8 

(a..) Subject t., reVJ:s~,)~. (b) Car-cass weight. (0) Ganned weight. ,(d) Include,d unde-r 
fresh meat at its oaroass weight. (e) Cured weight. (f) Includes Offal. 
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(iii) prmltr:v, Game and. Fish 

Al thl''tUgh details '1f the quantities 0f p'JuI try and gwne entering crmsumptirm in 
Austra,lia cann.)t.}J8 mG8,sured p.rcrcisely*,· evidence availa,lJle suggest that since the lifting 
of m:eatrati'1ning nn 21st, June, 1948 there has been a. fall in tho c rJnsumpti0n ofp"lul try 
an!l game per head, which is estimated at 15.1 lb. carc'ass weight (8.8 lb. ee.ihlo weight). 
during each ''If the yo ars 1948-49 to ;1954-55 c'1mpared' wi th 16.1 lb. carcass weight (9.3 lb. 
,@·dible woL?;ht) in19L~7-48 and average MnSUI!lpti"ln ~f 9.7 lb. carCass weight (5.6 lb. 
edi bleweiEfh t) during the throe years ended 1938-39. 

fl.l thnugh an irnp"lrtant f,)'1dstuff in 'many C"mntries, fish is n')t a staple item 
in the diot '1f Australians. During the war while neat was rati'med,the demand f"lr fish 
increasod" but "lwing t, sh')rtage /')f manp"lwer and equipment, pr"lductil'm o.eclinod, and it 
.crmtinued .t') be in sh"lrt supply. Away fr"lr!J. 'tho soabnard, fish is cnnsiderod snmewhat 
.of a luxur.y. 

The pr0ducti')n '1f fi sh in Lustralia'Jver the last fow years has genorally 
~ncreased. During 1952-53 the rec')rded catch was 81.3 milli')n lb. (fresh r')und weight), 
but during. 1953-54 'there 'was a drnp '1f 3 por'cent. t"l 79.0 millinn lb. f"lll')wed in 1954-55 
by a further dMp of13 per cent. to 68.7 milli'1n llJ. These figures exclude tho catch by 
f"ishermen othor than c')mmorcial fishermen, tho pr')ducti"ln by "amateurs"bein.g estimated as 
e,qual to 10 per cent. ''If c'1mmerci a1 pr"lfl.ucti"ln frH the purpf)se ')f this Bulletin, The 

'l-ductirm ''If crustaceans and m"llluscs during 1954-55 t"ltallod 4}.2 milli'1n lb. (fresh 
.r'lund weight), this being 7.5 milli"ln lb .. (21 per cont.) greater than in 1953"':54. The 
.cnnsumptirJn ''If f~esh fish per head I"Jf p0pulati0n, at 5.1 lb. edible weight during 1954-55 
was 10 per cont. less than that ')f the previ"lus year. Imp0rts r0Se SUbstantially during 
1954-55 fr')m the previ')us year (frf)m 28.7 millbn lb. to 33.6 nilli'1n lb.) but this was 
0ffset· by the decline in prf)ducti')n. Separate data. fr),r frosh and cured fish are n0t 
awai lable priryr t'l 1950-51 but c'1nsumptirm I"Jf the latter frl"Jm that year, decreased fr')m 
1,0 Ib.t" b.8 lb. per head in 1952-53, rising again tl) 1.0 lb. in 1954-55. The consumpti0n 
~f crustaceans and m01luscsper head remainded fairly steady up tn 1953-54, but during 
1954-55 due. ~0 a general increase in all types ca'LAght, c"lnsumpti0n pGr head r'lse tl') 1,1 lb. 

Pri')r to -the war, the c0nsumptinn '1f canned fish in Austr'alia was alm0st entirely 
fr0m imp'1rted supplies but since the war, fish cannin,g; in Australia has sh"lwn a. marked 
devel'1pment, and in 1951-52~22 per cent. 0f tntal canned fish c'1nsumed was fr"lm ll)cal 
supplies. F"lll"lwing t.lJ.e substantial reducti'1h in· imp"lrts during 1952-53 (t" 0nly 25 per 
cent. 'If the average /')f the tW0 previ'1us yoo.rs) there was a return (luring shbsequont years 
t!)wa.rds the general p"lst-war level, 0.1 th')ugh impl)rts still,nly [lffi"lunted t'l 19.7 milli0n 
lb, in 1954-55 c0mparerL wi th apprl'1xir!lately 22 milli0n lb. during 1950-51 and 1951-52. 
During 1954-55, 22 % I)f canned fish c0nsume0. was fr'1m l')cal supplies, c')nsumptif)n per head 
being 2.8' lb. (0.6 lb. l.cal and 2.2 lb. imp'lrted). 

. T')ta1 c0nsumpti')n ''If fish (including canned) during 1954-55 is estimated at 
90.1 milli"ln lb. edible WGight (10.0 lb. per head.) as c0mpared wi th 87.3 milIirm lb. 
edi1;li3 weight (9.8 lb. per head) in the previ'lus year. This is oquivalent to appr"lximatoly 
119~2 .milli'1n lb, fresh nund woight and 172.3 milli"ln lb. fresh r"lund weight respectively. 
M')st ')f the increase ')ccurrod in canned fish as menti')nod in the preceding paragraph.. 

'* See the preface of this Bulletin f0r an exp0si ti"ln')f the meth,.,.ds of arriving at apparent 
c"lnsumpt1'lh. 
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Particulars 'Jf the estimated supplies nf each c0mmodi ty included in this gr'lUp 

available for c0nsumpti;m during the three pre-war years, the three posii-wer YGars and 
in each year 1952-53 to 1954-55 are shnwn in the table below. 

TABLE 25 : SUPPLIES OF POULTRY, GAME AND FISH AVAILll.BLE FOR CONSUMPTION AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per head per annum) 

Average 'Average 

I 1954-55 Commodity 1936-37 to /1946-47 to 1952-53 1953-54 ( a) 
1938-39 1948-49 

Poul try (Carcass Weight) ) 9~ 7~ 10.4 9.7 9.7 9.7 
Rabbits and Hares (Carcass Weight) ) 5.4 5.4 5.4 5.4 
Fish - Fresh ~b) 6.4 5.7 5.2 5.7 5.1 

Cured incl. Sm0ked & 
Sal ted) (b) (c) (c) 0.9 0.8 1.0 

Crustaceans & Molluscs (b) 0.7 0.6 0.7 0 .. 8 1.1 
'Canned - Australian 

Origin (b) ) 
4.1 3.0 f 0.7 0.8 0,6 

Imported (b) ) 0.6 1.7 ?2 

Total Edible Weight: 16.8 18.5 16.8 18 .. 0 lS.! 

(a) Subjec t t'J revi sian. (b) Edible weight. c) Included with Fresh, 

(iv) Egg~ and Egg Products 

Statistics of egg production must necessarily be accepted with some reserve, 
In the absence of a complete census of egg proQuction, which would inv~lve considerable 
labour and expense, it has been necessary to cnmpute a figure based upo'n the best data. 
available., The productinn shown in the following table is based upon the records of Egg 
Boards of production from areas under their control, plus estimates of producti0n frnm 
unoontrolled areas and by "back-yard" poultry-keepers based rJn data obtained from othe1" 

.. 

-sources, On this ~asis it is estimated that the level of t,tal egg pronuction in 1954-55 
was abnut 115,400 t0ns (equivalont to about 197 million d')zen cnmpared with maximum 
~roduction 0f 122,000 inns (208 milliryn dozen) in 1946-47 and the pre-war average nf just 
under 90,000 tons or ab'1Ut 154 milli0n dl)z(m. It should be nryted that the estimated 
declime in total egg productinn since 1946-47 is based very largely on trends in oommercial 
~r')duction (controlled by Egg Boards). Data as to the trend in n()n-contr011ed produotion 
are at present very inadequate. 

Exports of shell eggs during 1954-55 amounted to 12,300 tons, c0mpared wi th 
12,600 trms during theprevinus year and average exports of lO,40Q tons during the three 
years ended 1948-49.. The p0st-war peak was during 1949-50 when 14,000 t'ms were exported. 

Since the war the production of egg pulp expressed in terms ~f weight of shell 
eggs has ranged between 14,400 t0ns and 21,200 tt')ns, 17,100 t0ns being produced during 
1:954-55. The quanti ty of egg pulp exp()rted was negligible prior to the war, but in 
1954-55 a.nl0untedto 9,800 tons (expressed in t-erms ()f weicht of shell eggs) which was 
6,900 t()ns o'r 41 per cent. be low the rec()rc. exp()rts of the previl"lus year. 

The pr0cGssing of egg pt')wder was intr0duced during the war t() meet 
requirements of the Armed Foroes and has since oontinued on a reduced scale. 
1954-55/613 tons (expressed in terms I)f weigh t of shell eggs) were pr0duced, 
which were exp'lrted. 

the 
During 

467 tons of 
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Comparative details of the production and utilization of eggs and egg' 
products are shown in the follow~ng table:-

TABLE 26 : EGGS dJ.""ID EGG·FRODUCTS g PRODUCTIONJ.ND UTILIZATICN 0 AUSTRALI.i~ 0 

('COO tons) 
_ ... 

' .. '. 

.. 1 . Average : Average -I 1952-53 1953-54 I 
1954-55 

Particulars 1936-37 to r 946-47 to (a) 
I··· - .. .. _ 193.8~3 91 948_49 . - I 

, 
SHELL EGGS , 

.. I 
I 

. -
Net· -Change in Egg Board 1 

Stocks (b) I (+) 0.1 (-y 1.2 (+ ) 0.2 (-) 0.2 
Production (c) 89.5 119.9 108.6 111 .8 115.4 . 

Total SU:Q:Qlies g 89.5 119.8 . 1C9.8 111 .6 115.6 

Exports (ino1. Ships' stores) 7.6 I 1 C.4 12.6 7.9 12.2 
for pulp and powder and waste 3.2 ! 22.9 I 16.8 20.9 17.5 
Apparent Consumption 78.7 86.5 

1 

80.4 82.8 85.9 I i 
i : 

- EGG PULP .~Li~uid Whole) (d) 

(b) 
, 

(-) 
, 

(-) 1 (-) 1.7 I '( +)' 0.2 Net Change in Egg Board Stocks I 1.4 i 0.9 I 
Production: 3.2 20.0 16'.4 20.6 1 . 17.1-

Total SU-P:Qlies g 3.2 21.4 17.3 22.3 
, 

.16 .-9 

Exports 
J 

0.3 12.0 10.6 16.7 9.8 
Used for powder - 0.8 0.2 0.2 I 0.6 
ApparentConsumption ! 2.9 I 8.6 ! 6.5 ! 5.4. 6.5 

EGG POWDER (0. ) 

Net Chango in Egg Board I Stooks - (-) 1 .2 - I - .-
Production - . - 3.2 0.2 I 0.2 0.6 

.. , 
Total Supplies: 0.6 - 4.4 C.2 0.2 

Exports - 4.4 - - 0.5 
.n.P!)arent Consumption - I - I C.2 0.2 .0.1 

TCT.b.L EGGS (d) 

Net Change in Egg Board I 
I 

-... i 
I 

Stocks '(b) (-) 2.5 " (-) 2.1 (-) 1.5 -
Production 89.5 119.9 108.6 111 .8 115.4 

Total SU:Qlllies: 89.5 122.4 110.7 113.3 115.4 
.. 

Exports (ino1. Ships' stores) 7.9 , 26.8 23.2 24.6 22.5 
[astage - I 0.5 0.4 .0.3 0.4 
~parent Consumption 81 .6 I. 95. 1 87.1 88.4 92 .5 , 

(~l Subjeot to revision. 
Not available 

(0 Includes estimates for uncontrolled cOU1.'11ercial 

(d) 
production and production by self-suppliers. 

In terms of weight of shell eggs. 
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Apparent oonsumption of eggs (shell eggs, powder and pulp expressed as 
shell eggs) per head Was 22.8 lb. (209 eggs) during 1954-55. Supplies of shell 
eggs and the shell egg 81uivalent of liquid whole egg per head available for con­
sumption are detailed in the following table:-

TABLE 27 SUPPLIES OF EGGS AND EGG PRODUCTS IN TERMS OF SHELL 
EGGS AVAI~1E FOR CONSUMPTION g AUSTlli~LIA 

(Per head per annum) 
I average Average I I 

Commodity \1936-37 to 1946-47 to I 1952-53 1953-54 
1938-39 1948-:49 

Shell Eggs lb. 25.7 25.4 20.6 20.8 
Egg Powder lb. - - 0.1 0.1 
Egg Pulp (Liquid Vfuole) lb. 0.9 2.5 1.6 1.4 

Total: lb. 26.6 27.9 22.3 22.3 
No.(b) 

; 243 I 255 204 I 203 

Subject to revision. 
The average weight of an egg in Australia is taken as 1.35 oz. 

, tv) Oils. and. Fats (ihdluding Butter) 

19(4-55 
a) 

21.2 
-

1.6 

22.8 
20~ 

Referenoe i~ made in Seotion 3 (i) to the d.ecline in the prod.uction of 
milk for butter since 1938-39 and the faotors contributing to this decline.. Produc­
tion of butter deolined during 1951-52 to 135,300 tons, the lowest reooxded since 
1929-30. During 1952-53 there was an inorease. to 167,500 tons, with a subsequent 
decline in 1953-54 to 159,500 tons. During 1954-55, however, there was a marked 
inorease in produotion (20 per oent)to 191,400 tons. This is fa.r in excess of any 
post-war year and approaohes the high levels obtaining in most of yhe years 1933-34 
to 1940-41. ' 

With the lifting of butter rationing in June 1950,1 . .,oal oonsumptil')ll. duLing 
1950-51 inoreased sharply, and e?,~orts deoreased to 55,~00 tons, followed in 1951-52 
by a further fall (to 12,900 tons) brought a.bout by the inoreased home demand and a 
substantial deorease in produotion. With subsequent inoreases in output, exports 
also rose and in 1954-55 stood at 63,700 tons. 

The produotion of table margarine foroonsumption in Australia is 
restrioted by State legislation, but output was oonsiderably expanded during the war 
years to meet the requirements of the Armed Foroes and reached a peak of 11,900 tons 
in 1944. Production up to 1949-50 was well maintained, as thore was domand for this 
])roduot for export purposes, but output was restrioted to some e.xtent beoause of the, 
shortage of oooonut oil and other oils and fats used in its manufaoture.. The greatly 
deoreased produotion during 1950-51 is assooiated with the substantially reduoed de­
mand on home and overSea markets. Principally because of the aoute shortage of butter 
during 1951-52, State legislation was introduced to inorease the maximum allowable 
produotion of table margarine. As a result, produotion inoreased from the post-war 
low of 3,800 tons during 1950-51 to 7,100 tons during 1951-52 and 1952-53. This in­
orease was further maintained when 9,800 tons were produoed in 1953-54 and 1954-55. 

The produotion of margarine other than table, amounted to 22,200 tons in 
1954-55, whioh was at about the same level as in other post-war years, but 10,000 
tons above the average for the years' 1936-37 to 1938-39. 
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Comparative details of the produotion and utilization of butter and of both 
gra.des of margarine a.re shown in, the following table ~-

TABLE 28 BUTTER b,ND MARGJl.RlNE" ~ 'PRODUCTIONiJ\T])UTILIZ';'TION .imSTR,n,LIA 

.. 

Partioulars 

. (1000 Tons) 
, ve rage I ve rage 

1936-37 to 1946-47 to 
I' 1938-39 I 1948-49 

BUTTER 

1953-54 I 1954-55 , (a) 

Not Change' in Cold Store Stooks (b )' 

I 
(-) 3.6 I (+ ) 2.5 (-) 3.0 

I 

(+) 4.9 ;," 

Pl'od'uoti on· 191 .0 157. 1 
, ' ' , 

! ."- " " 

Total Supplies ~ 191 .0 16C.7 . 
i . . 

'ExP:art,g, (in'cl. Ships' Stores) (0) 90.0 
I 

76.0 
A1?parent Consumption 101 .0 84.7 

w..RG~RINE - TABLE 
.. 
Net Change in Faotory Stooks (b) 
:j?roduotion· 2.8 .. ,-

Tot.al SUpplies g 2.8 
. 

EXlrorts " -
App are ht Consumption 2.8 

Mb.RG.Li.RINE 

Net Change'in Faotory Stooks 
1 
I 

Produotion --
Total SUpplies g 

Exports,' ' 
Apparent Oonsumption 

Subjeot to reV1S10n. 
Not available. 

(b) 
12.2 

12.2 

-
12.2 

; 

(-) 0.6 
6.4 

.. 7.0 

4.0 
! 3.0 

OTHER 

I 

! -
18.9 

18.9 

0.2 
18.7 

167.5 159.5 191 .4 
16 5.0 162.5 186.5 

50.5 
I 

40.9 63.7 
114.5 121 .6 122.8 

i (+ ) 
, 

(-) 0.7 : 0.9 0.1 
7. 1 9.8 9.8 

'6.4 '8.9 9.9 

0.2 0.4 0.3 
6.2 8.5 9. 6 

i (+ ) 0.3 ,1 - -
22.0 2203 22.2 

21 .• 7 22.3 22.2 

- - -
I 21 .7' 22.3 22.2 

Inolud.os dry butter fat, ghee' and tropical spread exprossod as butter. 

As previously mentionod~ the termination of butter rationing was followed 
, by a sharp inorease in oonsumption of butter during 1950-51 to 30.9 lb. por head of 

'''' popu'la>£ion 7 with at?-other inoreasoto 31.2 lb. per head in 1951-52.' Probably due to 
,"some buyer resistanoe ,to inoreased prio@s, oonsumption :(811 to 29.4 lb. per head 
.):Cl..uri}1g 19.52-53, ' followed by a small inoreaseto 30.6 lb. during 1953-,54. This level 
',was largely maintained during 1954~55 whon oonsUr:lptl.on was 30.3 lb. per head. 

With inoreased supplios of butter available, tho oonsumption of margarine 
per head fell during 1950-51, by 17 per cent. to 0.5 lb. in the caso of ta.ble grade 

",and by 8 per cent. "to 6.0 lb; in the cas.G of industrial grade as compared with the 
':pr.evious year. However, during 1951-52, a pronouncod shcrtage of butter in oertain 
areas followed by a substantial inorease in its price was, no,doubt, largolyrespons­
ible for an inoreased consumption of tablE) margarine (up to 1.2 lb. per head). Thore 
were further increases during the years .1952-53 to 1954-55 to 1.6 lb., 2.1 lb. and 
2.4 lb. per head.re'spectivoly. During eaoh of these three years the consumption per 

. b.eadof ot.her margarine w.as 5.6 lb. ~ 5.6 lb. and 5.5 lb. as oompared with 6.5 lb. in 
1951-52 • 
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I- Deta.i~<of··tbe,.-&et·imat-ed supplies of 1lvisible" fats and oils available 

'f$~-,.consumption per head of population are shown in the following table for the 
threoyears ended 1938-39, the three years ended 1948-49 and for eaoh year 1952-53 
to 1954-55. 

TaLE 22 . SUPPLIES OF "VISIBLE" F,,:"TS 4ND OILS AVAILABLE FeR CONSUMPTION -. 
,. ,. AUSTruLIil: 

,. (lb. per head per annum) 

1 

I Average I Average I 19(4-55 ~ Commodity 1936-37 to 1946-47 to i 1952-53 1953-54 
, .. 

~ ,~. ~, 1938-39 1948-49 i a) 

Butter 32 .. 9 24.8 29.4 30.6 30.3 
Margarine - Table 0.9 0~9 1.6 2.1 2.4 

Other 4.0 5.2 5. 6 5.6 j.5 
Lard 1.7 1 .2 1 ,0 1.0 1.2 
Vegeta.ble Oils and Other Fats (b) '. 4.7 4.1 4.0 '4.0 . 4.0 

Total Fat Content~ 37.6 . - 30.9 35.4 36.8 36.9 

(a) Subjeot to revision. (b) Based on oonsumer st1rveyda ta of 1944; no data are avail-
able as to reoent trends in oonsumption. 

.. (vi), Sugar and S~rul2s 
• 

Dllrihg the war, due' to . labour shortages, adverse s easenal oondi tions, etc. 
the output of oane sugar fell to levels well below those ruling in the immediate pre­
war period. In post-war yea.rs, however, the position improved and during 1948-49 
p:r;oduotion a:mounted to 897,400 tons of r,aw su~ar (92,4.',90.0" tons at 94 n.t.). There 
Was a subsequent deoline to 702,200 tons raw n25,800 tons at 94 n.t.) in' 1951-52, 
but by 1953-54 produotion had risen to a reoord 1 ,243 ,600 tore raw (1,283,500 tons 
at 94 n.t.). During 1954-55, there wa.s a .small deolineto 1,218,100 tons raw, or 
1,263,200 tons at 94 n.t. These figures are on a year ending June basisand"are not 
00mparable with the figures shown in Section I of this Bulletin, whioh are on a 
seasonal basis. 

The following table shows details of produotion and utilization of r~w 
sugar for 1954-55, with oomparative details for the previous years indioated. Beet 
sugar is included. 

TABLE 30 : R4W SUGAR ; PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION ~ AUSTRhLIA 

Particulars 

Net Change in Stooks (b) 
Produotion (ra~) 

Total Supplies: 

Exports (e)(including sugar 
oontent of manufactured 
produots exported) 

Misoellaneous Uses (f) 
A~parent Consumption -

\includ:\.ng sugar oontent 
of manufaotured produots 
oonsumed) (g) 

Average 
1936-37 to 

1938-39 

(+) 6.2~0~ 
779.3.d 

773.1 

435.3 
11.2 

326.6 

(1000 tons) 

Average I 
1946-47 to' 

1948-49 

(+) 2.5 
683.9 . 

681.4 

251•6 
21.0 

408.8 

1951-52 

(+)24.7 
·702.2 

677.5 

206.1 
23.8 

447.6 

1952-53 

(+) 3.8 
948.3 

944.5 

500.8 
18.6 

425. 1 

1953-54 

~ + )41.3 
,243. 6 

1,202.3 

738.7 
17.8 

19(4-55 
8.) 

~-)18.5 
,218.1. 

1 ,236.6 

761.5 
18.0 

457.1 

(a) Subject to revision. (b) Stooks of raw sugar at refineries, mills, ports and in 
transit, and of refined sugar at refineries. Sugar content 'of imported .foodstuffs is 
inoluded. (0) By balanoe. (d) Average three seasons, 1936 to 1938. (e) Raw.and re­
fined inoluding ships' stores. (f) Inoluding duplication (i.e. Golden Syrup and 
Treaole), indus trial uses and losses, in refining; see Table 50.. (g) In terms of 
rofined. 

.-
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COM}·1ON','<'=ALTH BU:::,,::::AU OF CENSUS .A.ND STATISTICS 

CANBEF.RA, AUSTRALIA. 

REPORT ON FOOD FhODUCTION AND THE CONSUMPTION OF 

FOODSTUFFS AND NUTRIEN'I'S IN AUSTRALIA g NO. 10 g 1924-55. 

The attached graphs are to be substituted for those facing pages 21 and 29. 

S.R. CARVSR 
ACTING COMlvrON''t:=;ALTH STA":ISTICI~1IJ. 

13th August, 1956. 
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In the next 'table ",details of supplies of sugar (including sugar con­
tained in manufactured products) and syrups availa;blefor consumption per hoao.. ·,)f 
population are shovm for specified years. 

TABLE 31 : SUPPLIES OF SUG.b.R ~~ND SYR1.J7S .h.V~U:L.i~BLE FOR conSUMPTION 1..USTRtJ,I.t.. 

Commodity. 

. (lp. per.llea.d per annum) 

.. ;;'vorago i 
1936-37 to 

1938-39 

··Average 
1946-47 to 

1948-49 

! 
1952-53 I 1953-54 1954-55 

(a) '. (a) ... 

Refined Sugar - .k.s Sugar 70.6 68.7. 64.9 61 .9 
......... ;In. M.anuf..aotured 

.... -"~' -.. -'" .-- . Products 35.9 51 .0 44.7 47.3 50 .7 
~'--~~~-+----~-----+--~~~~--~~~r-~~---

112.2 112.6 .. ~ - - .. ----''''- -- 106.5 119.7 109.0 

Syrups, Honey and GlUcose 
,··(Sugar content) 

I 

! 
I 

5·5 I 5.6 4·5 5.0 4.2 

> 
, -

- . Total Sugar Conte..n.iz 
I 

! 
(a 2. 

112.0 
, 

~uJ)ject t·o 

125.3 I 113.5 117.2 116.8 
I i 

revision. 

The consumption of sugar {excluding that consumed in manufactured produots) 
during 1946-47, the l~st complete year of rationing, was 65.9 lb. per head compared 
with 70· .. 61b~:per hoad during the pre-war period. In 1947-48 consumption rose to 

·72.1 lb. per head, but deolined to 68.0 lb. during 1948-49, remaining at about that 
figure unti11950-51 .In the following··thre8 years, consumption wafOj slightly lower at 

.-. 64.2 1b.; 6(.03 lb. and 64.9 lb. respoct;i;\1:ely~ 'There was a further fall to 61.9 lb. 
_ .. _.:dur~l}E 1954-55 •. 

, Tho consumption of sugar in-Cmanufactured products rose from 35.9 lb. per 
.-.·headpre;;;..war to an a;vorageof 51.0 lb. per head during the three years 1946-47 to 

1948-49.. Following a decline in 1949-50 to 46.7 Ib .por head, consumption rose to 
53.4 Ib~ in 1951-52, but declined again during 1952-53 to 44.7 ·lb~, rising again to 
47.3 lb. in 1953.;..54, and 50.7 lb. in 1954-55. . 

The estimates of sugar consumption given in this Bulletin'represent 
apparent consumption measured in terms of disposals of sugar by rofineries and sugar 
content of disposals of sugar products by manufacturers. In gene.ral, the estimates do 
not take into account stocks in the fol'lowing categories in respect of '\Ivhich inadequate 
data are availableg-

(i) Wholesalers', retailers' and housohoJdorsl stocks of sugar. 
(ii) Sdgar content '6fffitocksof manuf~ctured products held by 

producers, wholesalers, retailers and householders. 

However, in ce.rt·ain cases ~ estimatos .have boen mado on the basis of the 
best available evidence of the ll1ovemen-fin these stocks and these have been taken into 
account to avoid marked distortion in annual consumption estimates. 

The '~;n~{;~pti;'~"~)'f"~y~ups (golden sy:riipandt;~acie), h011ey and glucose 
expressed in torms of suear content was 4.2 lb. per head in 1954-55 compared;with 5.6.: 
lb •. pE?r l:le.~d duri.ng,.tho .thrQs:1, years endod 1948-49. 

.. .\. . 
, ' ,. ' .. The consumption of all sugar and syrups (8xpressed as sUBar content) per 
head of population, amounted to 116.8 lb. in 1954-55 compared with 117.2 lb. in 1953-54, 
.125.3 in·the post-war period and 112.0 ,lb. 'in the pre-war period. 

(vii) Potatoes (White and Sweet) 

. 'In the {oilowingt~ble, details relating to tho production and utilization 
of'whi to and sweet potatoes are shbvm for tho pre-war period" the ave-rage of the three 
years 1946-47 to 1948-49 and each of the potato years ended October, 1952 to 1955. The 
date. rolating to white potatoes have been compiled from information supplied by State 
Potato Marketing Boards, in addition to that collooted by State Statisticians, plus an 
estimate for self-suppliers. 

Production was expanded considerably during the war years to meet the re­
quirements of the .h.rmed Forces and reached a peak of 686,400 tons of marketable 
potatoes in 1944-45. Production declined in oach succooding year to 1950-515 when the 
marketable crop amounted to 408,900 tons. In subsequent years production fluctu~ted 
and in 1954-55 amountod to 483,2CO tons, which was 13 per oent. bel~~ tho high lovel 
of the provious year. 
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After the war, a small export trade in potatoes was built up 1 but by 1951 
quantities exported to all destinations had f allen to 7,200 tons •. Dur~ng 1951-52 
41 ,000 tons were exported, but by 1954-55 the level had fallen again and in that year 
6,100 tons only were exported. 

Produotion of sweet potatoes in 1954-55 is e'stimated at 59700 tons .oompared 
with the pre-war level of about 7,400 tons. 

TABLE 32 POTATOES': PRODUCTION AND UTILIZA.TION ~AUSTRA.LIA 

('000 tons) 

Particulars 

I Average 
'II 1936-37 

to 
I 1938-39 

Year ended 
A.verage j' 

1946-47 to 1952 
1948-49 I 

POTATOES. WHITE 

31st Ootober 

1953 1954 1,955 
(a) 

". 

N~t Change in Stooks I (b) i (0)(-)15. 8 '(b) (b) : (b) (b) , 
I 

Produotion (d) 360.4 506.4513.9 451 .1 553.0 483.2 
Total Supplies: 360.4 522.2 513.9 451 .1 553.0 483.2 . 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 4.9 25. 6 41 .0 15.0 7.5 6.1 
Seed and Waste 37.0 (e) 72.3 60.0 60.0 60.0 60.0 
Apparent Consumption (f) 318.5 424.3 412.9 i 376.1 I 

485.5 417.1 I I 

POTATOES. SWEET (g) 

Net Change in Stocks (b) 
I 

(b) I (b) (b) (b) (b) I 

Produotion 7.4 5.3 5.3 5.5 5.6 5.7 

Total Supplies g 7.4 5.3 5.3 5.5 5. 6 5.7 
Exports. - - - - - -
Apparent Consumption 7.4 5.3 5.3 5.5 : 5.6 5.7 

(a) Subjeot to reV~S;lOn • (b) Not available. (c) Stocks in Potato Commi tteeStore and 
carry-'over on farms. Comparable figures for other periods are not available. , 
(d) Marketable pr.oduction., (e) Including quanti ties used for canning and dehydration. 
(f) Fresh potatoes only. \g) Years ended June, , 

The estimated consumption of ~otatoes rose oontinuously from the pre-war 
level of 106.2 lb. per head (103.8 lb. of white and 2.4 lb. of sweet) until 1946-47, 
when a total of 134.8 lb. was consumed. Between 1948-49 and 1952-53 consumption . 
varied between 110.4 lb. (in 1949-50) and 93.5 lb. (in 1950-51), but vnth inoreased 
production during 1953-54, consumption per head rose to 123.6 lb. (122.2 lb. of white 
and 1.4 lb. of sweet) falling again to 104.2 lb. (102.8 lb. and 1.4 lb.) during 1954-~ 
Comparative details of the consumption of both white and sweet potatoes per head of 
popUlation are shown in the following table. It should be noted that little inform­
ation is available ooncerning recent trends in home growing of potatoes and the 
estimates of total oonsumption shovm below must therefore be regarded as approximate. 

'TiLBLE 33 g SUPPLIES OF POTATOES .b.ND SWEET POT k,TOES i+V b.I~BLE FOR CONSUJIIIPTION I 

AUST&..LIA 

White 
Sweet 

(lb. per,head per annum) 
~ I .il.verage I Year ended 31st October 

Commodity 
1936-37 .i>.verage I 

I 
; 

to 1946-47 to I 1953 1954 

Potatoes fb~ 
Potatoes c 

Total~ 

1938-39 1948-49 I 

I 
103.8 124.2 96 .4 I 122 e2 

2.4 1 .5 1.4 I 1 .4 
I 106,2 125.7 97.8. 1 123.6 

Subject to rev~s~on. 
Includes the fresh equivalent of oanned potatoes. 
Years endod June. 

195
5 , (a 

102.8 
1.4 

104.2 
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(viii)' Pulse a.nd Nuts 

Details of the production and utili2lationof dried· pulse (mainly blue pea.s, 
split pea.s and na.vy beans) and peanuts, the prin9ipal looally-produoed oommodities in 
this group, are shown in the following table •. Prior to the war; Aus'tralia's' supplies 
of navy beans were entirely imported, but the development 6f local production during 
and after the wa.r has reduoed import requirements to"s'ome extent .Fo:fili'~rly, large 
qua.nti ties of peanuts were imported from India for oil'Gxtraotlon',buii because of food 
shortages inthat,._ country, exports of thesenu:ts have beon wi thheld- sin«le Ja~\lary, 1946 • 

. A.~:stralia.f's Siupplies ware then: o()nf~lled mainly to localproduotioh ,which 'rose -frQm' 
'7,000' to'nli 'pre;; .. vuir:tc) 22,800 tons harvested in £pril~ay, 1947, falling to 4,.800 tons 
during 1952; but rising again in 1953 to 8 ,800 tons , with a substantial inoreafN,to 
18,6,00 tons dUring the 1954 season. To make up, in some part, the de'fioienoy 'oaused 
by ,the deol~~e·,in",produotion, australia imported dUring 1951-52, 3,878 tons, (in-shell 
equ.ivalent of kernels), during 1952-53, 4,127 tons,and during 1953-54 3,87J tons • 

.... ImpQrtsdurin,g·.1954-55, however, amounted to only 873 tons. "', " 
r,;- ." ~ 

, "." The other oommodities inoluded in this group oonsist of edible tree nuts 
~ncL,.c.oooa.. (raw 1?eans). Edible tree nuts oonsumed in ~ustralia rio,v oonsist prinoipally 

of .. ;i.mported,oooonuts and locally grown almond!:? and. walnuts, while oocoa supplies are 
oot,ained entirely from imported beans. 

, 
"r.., , 

~ , :-: : PRODUOT;ON +ND UTILIZ4TION : AUSTRI~IA 
('000 tons) 

.. ~;.:--:.. .... ~--~ . - .... " ............ -........ _-_ .. 
"-'-'- ... ~ .. -. - ' ....... -.. 

. -'" Particulars 
Average i Average "'!I 1 

·1936-37 to I 1946-46 to 195,2-.53 .. 1953~54 .9r!)55 
1938-39 I 1948-49 

DRIED PUL§E 
'" 

Net' Ohan!i9" in Stooks (b) ) 0) (-) 3.0 (-) 1 .1 i (-) 0.6 
,Import;s, . , . , ~~ 1.9 1.5 4.2 

. ~P rbduo.:t ion 
...:. 

12.0 9.7- 11 .3 
,-

Total SUEElies: (0) 10.9 1203 16.1 

Exports (ino1. Ships' Stores) ~~~ 8.6 I , 2.(5 4.0 
:Seed and Wastage .1.1 I "0.8 0.8 
Apparent Oonsumption 

, 

(d) 4·5, . 7.2 8.9 11.3 

PEANUTS (IN SHELL) 

N~t, Changa··,·in Stooks I (eX-:-)O .4 - -! -
-:Imports : 

I 

4.1 .. "'- I 4.1 - 3.9 
~Produ.otion ,"', 7.0 17.3 4.8 8.8 

.~ . . , 
~, 

10ta.l SUEplies: 11 .1 17.7 8~9 12.7 

Exports - 0.4 ' . - -
Usedf'or oil extraotion and seed 6.9 4~4 1.0 1.4 
,A.p·parent Consumption 4.2 .' 12.9 7.9 11.3 

.. 

b Heldby the Field Peas Ma.rketing Board of Tasmania. 
'c Not available l
al Subjeot to revision. 

d Estimate based on 1936 Survey of household oonsumption. 
·e Held. by Peanut Board. Oomparable figuresa.renot avail-

a.ble for later -years.' "- .. 

-
2.2 

,1 J.O 

,15.2 

2.6 
0.3 

;12.3 

\ 

-
(!) ~ 9 
18~6 

19.~ , 

-' 
1 •. 4. 

18.1 

. -,The·es·tiinated supplies of the oommodi ties in this group, available for 

" 

oc;maUmpt.i,on per head o:t:poP!llation, are shown in the followi. ngtable. The apparent 
oonsumptiol'l of dried pulse per head inoreased oonsiderably after the war and at 3.0 lb. 
in 1954":'55 waoe twioe the pre-,var figure. The oonru mption of peanuts (inoludingsalted 
pe~uts and as' peanut butter or paste) showed :i'emarkable expansion fromO·.-9 lb. p0:t' 
liead'p1"'e;;.;;wa.r·to an average of 2.5 lb. per head over the three yel3.rs .ended1948-49, but 
~owing ma.i.nly to r~strioted supplies, the consumption during the subsequent years dC'-, 
'.'olined, a.nd. in 1952-53 w~~ 1.3 .lb. per head. an. inorease in produotion during 1953-54 
resulted .. in oons~ption ~ising. ~o 1.9 lb. per head 1 followed .. during 1954-55 by a. 

':further substantia.l inorea.se' to· 3.0 lb. The oonsumption of tree-nuts deolined during 
tllewar, 'but in 1950-51 amounted to 2.3 lb. per head oompared with 0.8 lb. pre-war. A. 

"sharp'deoline in 1951-52 to 1.3 lb. per head was followed. by inoreases to 1.8 lb. in 
"1954:-~5.:: The. oonSumption of ooooa beans dUt,'ing 1954-55 deolined from an avera.ge of 
3.4 Ib .. per head during the three. years en"d1948 ... 49 to 2. 9 lb. per head. 



..... 
Apparent oonsumption of the whole group-:pBr head--ro-se from an average of I 

9.2 lb~ during the three years ended 1-94~49 to a post-war peak of 11.7 lb. during I 
1949-50. Consumption in subsequent, "yea.rslias been below this level and during 1954';;'55 
w:as 10 ~ 7 lb. per head. . 

TABLE 35': SuPPLIES': OF PULSE ~~D NUTS AV.uM:BLE F'OR CONSUMPTION, ' 
.A.U~T~IA . 

(lb. per ne J;:srannum) 
. Average Avnrage 

, 

1952-53 J95.3-54 .. 19 (4-55 '. 
OOrr),moq.ity 1936-.37 to 1946-47 to . a) ". 

19.38-.39 ' ,1948-49 j. . .: 

Dried Pulse I 1 .5 2.0 :'2:.3 '.3 .7 .3~0 
Peanuts (b) 0.9 2.5 1"J: ':1.9 .3.0 

.' ". 
Edible Tr.eeNuts (b) 0.8 1.3 1.4 1.7 1~a 
Ooooa (raw beans). 2.1 :." . 3.4 ~.5 2.8 2~' 

T\2t il!l: Edible Weight 5.3 9.2 7.5 10.1 10.7 ,;, 

Ca) Subje~t to revision. (b) Weight without shall. 

J"' ~ (ix)-Tomatoes 'and Citrus Fruit. 

The estimated total production of fresh tomatoes and citrus fruit is shown 
in the following table. The figures are based on the output recorded on growers' 
annual retuxnstogether with, es:f;imatesof produotion by self-suppliers ° ".Totna,to pro­
duotion in the pre-war period is probably under...stated~ owing to the Ia.cH<!' of 'oomplet~ , 
da;ta-at thai; time. 

• ••• " • __ •• •• v ' __ 0' 

'. 

, .... Th~ . table also shows details of the ut~lization of tomatoes (including . 
. toma.to- products: expressed in ter!Ils. of f resht omat.oes) andci trus fruit (includ.ing . 
citrus products in terms of fresh f rui t) • A.llowario'e'fo·£ wa:stage of b6th produot-s- is''' 
alsD.._shown. . 

"._ ...... .J'-: 
/ 

• Tomato producti~n during 1954-55--a:t----86",400 tons was 10 per cent. above' th~ 
totaL for the :previoUf? year but still well R~low that for any other post:-war yea.r·. " 
This was the direot result .. ·o-f·a reduotion,in area .and the adverse seasonal oondi tions ~ 
D1,1~ing:~J951-5_~:_~n4!952,~5?, .. ,ci true production declined oonsidera.bly, but due to an in­
O:t'9a~.~ in yj,elds in 1 ~5.3-54 9 produoiiononoe:tJfore" a.pproa.ohed the high level' of 1950-51 
This, \7as fol.'J.ovved dur~ilg 1954 ... .,55 by a 5 per oent. deoline. ". .• . , .... ) .. ' 

-. f- ~ , • , 

~- ~~.~-~.~- .. ~he.:.quantity.of 7,.400 tons of_to.~~to,?s exported, recorded in the table belo~ 
for the" year 1954-55 incluo.es 7,087 tons of estimate'd fresh' equivalent 'of t·oma. to' pro- . 
ducts, most of which was tomato juice exported to the United Kingdom. E:x.ports of 
Q:l~rus-Tiuitdurin'g 1954;.;;55 totalled 12,000 tons (11,200 tons as fresh anq.80otons 
freahequivalent ·ofpatural citrus juioe), oompared with average exports of 14,000 
tons";'of fresh ciilruf:rfruit during the three years ended. 1948-49. 

~ ~:~ ... :"".-.' '-', . , 

.>. , : TABLE, 36 : TOMATOES AND CITRUS FRUITS? PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION:, 
~ ~ ... ~. .. •... Q - . -..,; .. '.- .. ' . 

Particulars 

Net Cha,ngein Stocks (c) 
Production 

'X!otal Supplies: 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 
·Waste -
,Apparent Consumption 

N t'eh e ange In S toc~s 
Produotion 

;l:ota.~ SU12plies ~ 
E-xpons'-: ..... 
Waste' 
Al?parent· Consumption 

i!.USTMLIA 
('000 Tons) 

Avera.g~ Average 
19.36-.38 to 1946-47 to 

1938-.39 ,.1948-49 

TOMATOES, FRESH (b) 

-

50.0 

2.0 
48.0 

108.5 
17.6 
4.6 I 

86 • .3 .·f 
. CITRUS FRUIT· (b) 

1.11.0 

111.0 

1.3.2 .-
91'.8 I 

144.6 

;144.6 
14.0 

.3.4 
127.2 

'. 

" , 

! 

. i 

100.6 
1Z~0 

" 4~5 
84.1 

1,.35.,7 

135.7 
19." . 
2~6 

11.3.6 I 

. -

1954-55, 
(a) . 

9 •... 6 1 4' .. 
3.0' _ .3~8~' 

73. 1 j' .•..•.. 8'1 ~4 .'" 

Cd) I .. , 

16 .8 1,8.2: . 
166.8 156.6 " 

1.3 .1 1.2.0, 
.3 .0 . . 3.b: 

150.7 ' ;143.6 : ~ 
., ! ., ".' '. , 

Ca) SubJect to revislon. (b) Inoludes fresh equlvalent "f .manufaotured p:t'Oducts~; .,. 
(c} Stooks of tomato products held by faotories at fresh equivalent weight. (d) Not 
available. (e) Probably under-stated because of the absenoe of oompIe te data. 
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In the next table, details are given of the estimated supplies of these 

oommodities moving into oonsumption per head of population. As mentioned. above, the 
; figures I' elating to tomato oonsumption i~ the pre-war period are probably under­
stated, owing to the absenoe of oomplete dai;a rela.ting to produotion. There was, how­
ever, a distinctupwe.rd trend' intheappa're'nt oonsumption of tomatoes per head. from 

, 21.9 lb. in 1945 to 3Q.6 lb. in 1946-47. This subsequently,deolined ,to 21.7 lb. in 
1951. .. 52, 21.6 lb. in T952-53'a.nd 18 .. 4 lb. in 1953--54, reoovering slightly to 21.5 lb. 
during 1954-55. , ', ' , 

Consumption of citrus ;fruit rose to 37.9 lb. per head. during 1953-54 from 
the low level ofth~ two previou$ years, but fell slightly to 35.4 lb. during 1954-55. 
The highest reoordedper oapi ta. oons'umpt,ion was during 1950-51 at 40 .2 lb. 

It should be noted that the figures relating to oonsumption of oitrus 
fruit are~lightly oversta.ted, as no allowanoe has boen made for fruit used in jam 
whioh, has been exported. 

'TAALE 37 : SUPPLIES OF TOM.i4'OES ~TD CITRUS FRUIT .l;.V..uLil.J3LE FOR OIDNSU1WTION (a) 
AUSTIU4U 

(lb,' -perhea.d' -pel' a.nnum) ! , 
" 

Ji.ve~age Average 
1952-53 1953-54 195tb~5' Oommodity 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 

1936-39 1948-49 
Fresh Tomatoes (o)1 f·7 25.3 21.6 
F::r;'~sh Oi true 3 .9 37.2 29.2 

Total Fresh Fruit Eguiva1ent 47.6 62.5 50.8, 

Inoludes manufaotured produots in terms of fresh. 
Subjeot to revision. 

18.4 
37.9 

56.3 

Probably under-stated owing to absenoe of oomple te data. 

(x) Fruit a.nd Fruit Produots (exoluding Toma.toes and Oitrus Fruit) 

21.5 
35.4 

56.9 

'Details of the produotion and ~tiliza.ti,on of fresh fruit (other than 
tomatoes and oitrus fru:lt) and produots thereof, namely, jams, dried fruit a.nd oanned 

;fru.it, are shown in the table below. 

, , Theproduotion of fresh fruit (exoluding oitrus irui~ and tomatoes)during 
1954-55, amounted to 629,100 tons whiohwa.s 21,000 tons or 3 per oent .. below the re'lord. 

,\ produot~()n of the previous year. The total deorease was brought about by a deoline in 
the prod.uotion of moo t varieties of fruit, offset to some extent by rises in pinea.pples, 
pears and a few minor types. Oompared with earlier periods, produstion during 1954-55 
was, 26 per oent. above produotion during 1952-53 ,and 18 per oent above the average for 
t'hethree years ended 1948-49. 

Exports during 1954-55 remaire d. at the same level as the previous year. 
This was 130 per oent. more than the average. quanti ty exported during the three years 
1946-47 to 1948-49, and slightly above the pre-war'level of 116,600 tons. 

Jam produotion expanded greatly'after the pre-war period a.nd the pea.k' of/ 
89,700 tons in 1947-48 was 50,800 tons or more than 130 per ,oent. above the average 
produotion for the three years ended 1938-39. There was a steep drop in 1948-49 and. 
subsequent years and by t 952-530utputha.d fallen to 35,600 tons, rising to 39,200 tons 
in 1953-54. DUring 1954-55 there was a.. further deoline to 36,200 tons. Exports of jam 
in 1954-55 at 3,200 tons were small in relation to early post-war years, but were at 
about the same level as in more reoent years., 

The produotion of dried vine fruit was 89,900t~ns in 1954, oompared with 
100,700 tons in 1953, and an average produotion of 74,600 tons during thG three years 
end.ed 1948. The produoti on during 1953 was a i'ec-ord with the ex0C!> ti on of 1 943, when 
103,400 tons were produoed. Exports at 66,500 tons during 1954-55, while below the 
previous year, were well above the general Jevel of ,rooent years, ancl also ab017'e the 
pre-war level of 63,obo tons. ' . 

. " 

The produotion of dried tree fruit in 1954-55 (5,600 tons) was below the, 
previous year, but oomparable with earlier perims. Imports \5,900 tons) however, had 
more than doubled from the low level imposed by restriotions in 1952-53. 

, , Oanned fruit output during 1954-55 was 6 per oent. below that for 1953-54, 
whioh wa.s a reoord at 151,600 tons. The main paok (aprioots, peaohes and pears) acoo~ 
edfor 97,900 tons in 1954-55; oompared with the reoord output of 115,400 tons in 1953-54. 
Exports of 96 ,500 tons of all oanned fruit were at a reoord level. 
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TA]LE 3B' ; FRUIl: .A.NJ).FRUIT l:RO;QUQ~S (EXQL~JD ;r;nG l:01JIATOES,' AN.!) : CITRUS 
, 

FRUrT 1 . PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION 0 k.USTRALIA ~.'. . . 
.. ' ( '000 Tons ) .. 

Average . I. Average. 
11952-5311953-54 

' , 

, Particulars 1936-37 to 11946-47 to 1954-55 . ". ~ 

(a) 1938-39 1948-49 

FRESH FRUIT (EXCLUDING" 'TOM.U.TOES .. :urn C!TRUS 

I (b) 
I 

(b) I (b) I 
.-

(b) (b) Net Change 'ih' Stocks I Produotion (c)50.9.5 533.9 498.7 650.1' 629.1 

Tot'al SU12Elies~ 509.5 533.9 498.7 650.1 629.1 
Exports (inol. Ships' Stores) 116.6 50.7 93.1 116.9 116.8 
For Jam, Canned Fruit and Dried.· I Tree Fruit 104.7 (1) 185-7 ; 51 ,5 216.9 208.5 
Apparent Consumption 288.2 I 297·5 I 253.5 I 316.3 "'303.B - I . ! t • 'J ! '1 

, 
JAMS· 

.,,' 

Net Change in Factory Stooks (0 ) (8) (+) 4.9 I 
(-)3.0 (+)0.2 (-)3.2 

Production 38.9 74.2 35.6 39.2 ~6.2 . 
.•.... -~---.. 

Tota.l SUl2121ies: 38.9 69.3 38.6 i 39.0 39.4 

(inoL Stor'as) 
....... 

3r:il 2.9'-
' .. 

"E'xp art s Ships I 3.8 26.8 ," '3.2 
.i.;pparent Q,onsumptioli" . 

35. 1 42·5 "36 • .1 . 36.2 ... - . 

" ,. " , . (e) DRIED VINE FRUIT 
~ 

'-Net Change in Stooks (1;) (b) 
I (b) (b) I (b) 

Production, 80.5 74.6 72.0 '100.7 89.9 
Total- SUl2Elies: BO.5 74.6 72.0 100.7 89, .•. 9 

Expo.rt e;,; (inol ~; Ships I Stores) 
, 

63.0 48.5 49.2 
•..... ,' 

·66~5 .(7B•1 .. t POl' :Y1inE)~lla~;i.ng '1.7 (d) 4.4 .. 1:~6 ' 3.0 2.0 
l.tipiront. :Cpnsumpt ion 15.B 21.7 21.2. . '19.6 21.4 -_. I ( I 

DRIEDf~ FRUIT 
L 

" ; ( 
.. 

, .~; ;~:..: : .. :, : 

'l1dt '. Cli~nge. in 
.. .', 

Stooks . (b) (f)(-)0.4 .' ! (b) I (b) (b) 
. Imports 5.5 4·5 2 0 6, I ·5~2 . 5.9' 
Prod tic:t ion 5.3 .'" 5.9' 5!,6 

I 
7.4 5.6 .. i 

., ,TotalSuPEliesi 10.8 .. 10.8 8.2 12.6 11.5 ..... 

Exports (inol. Ships' Stores) 1 .B 2.1 1.4 
I 

3.0 2.B 
Apparent Consumptiqn, 9.0 . 8.1, 6.8 9 G6, B.7 - , . , . 

CAltl'JED FRUIrr 
" 

i Net Change in Fac~b:fy' Stooks (0) (b) (-) 0.7 i (_ )11,,0 '(+)14.2 (-)9.8 I 

Produotion - " ". 66~6 I 80.2 '102.4 151.6 142.5 
.-

Total!' SURplies: 66.6 . BO.9 113,,4 137.4 152.3 
:Eiports (iridl. ships' Stores) 34.7 43.6 

I 
65~5 89.1 96 .5 

... J:lJ:la:cent Consumption .. 31'.9 37.3 ~7 ,,9 4f3.3 . 55.B 
'. ' , 

-." a Subjeot to revision. .', , ,. " b Uot available. 
J >0 Incl udes ,imports. 

.. ' d .. Inoludes wastage •• 
e ' Data. for post-war years relate to ye?.rs e~dod Deoember. 
f Paoking house stocks; oomparable inl'orrnation is not 

available for other periods'. 
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35. 
Details of the supplies of the commodities includ€d in this group moving 

into oonsumption per head of population are shown inthe following table. The 
apparent oonsumptionof f:reshfruit per head during '1954-55 was 74.9 lb.. This was 
6 per oent. belOW theprev:Lous year and 14 per cent~ below average consumption over 
the three years ended 1948"'49~ There has been a deoline in the consumption of Jam per 
head since the War, vhichstood at 8.9 lb. in 1954-55 • 

.... vailable statistics indicate that the'oonsumption of oanned fruit was 
13.8 lb. per head' during 1954-55, whiohwas higher tna.n all other post-war years, with 
the exception of 1951-52,. It must be emphasised, that, as mentionod in the prefaoe 
to this Bulletin, data. used in calculatingoonsumption are deficient to the extent 
that no information is available on ohanges 'in 'l;il olesa-lers t or retailora' stooks. 
Estimates have, however, been made on the basis of the best available evidence of 
changes in these stocks and taken into account in certain (;) ases to avoid marked dis-
tortion of the 'annual consumption estimates. -

Estimated consumption of the whole group, expressed in t orms of fresh 
fruit per head of population; was 125.7 lb. in 1954-55', compared with the post-war 
peak of 145.0 lb. reached. in 1947-48 and an average of 140.7 Ib, in the three years 
ended 1 948-49. 

Fresh 
Jam 
Dried 

TAB1E39 ;-SUPPLIES OF "FRUIT (E.1CCLUDING TOMATOES MDGITRUS FRUIT) 
AND FRUIT PRODUQTS 4VAILAB~E FOR CONSlllPTION g AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per head per annum) 

Average Average 
Commodity - 1936-37 to ' '1946-47 to 1952-53 1953-54 

1938-39 __ 1948-49 
Fruit 94.0 87.1 65.0 79.6 

. 11.4 12.4 8.6 9.1 
Fruit .... Vine (b) . 5.2 6.3 {,4 4.9 

'Tree' _ ... 2.9 2.5 .7 2.4 
Canned Fruit 10 .. 4 10.9 12.3 12.2 

Tota.l: (Fresh Fruit Eq,ui valent) 141.7 
'-

140.7 111 .0 127.5 
'-

SUDject to revision. 
Data for post-war years relate to year ended December. 

(xi) ·Leafx, Green and Yellow Vegetables 

19(4-55 
a) 

74.9 
8'.~ 
5.3 
2.1 

13.8 

I 125.7 

'Data reJa. ting to produotion of vegeta,ble s. inoluded in this and the follow­
ing group are, obtained from commeroial 'output as returned by growers at the annual 
oensus of farm produotion, to which have been added allowances for produotion by self­
suppliers. The vegetables included in these, groups do not inolude potatoes vvhich are, 
shown in Seotion 3 (vii); Pulse, shown in Section 3 (viii); and. Tomatoes, shown in 
Section 3 (ix). . ,'. , 

It should be pointed out that the annual oensus makes provision for growers 
to recoro their production in units in Vilhioh the-yare normally marketed, e.g. details 
of potatoes and other root crops are oolle,ctE3d .. in: tons; oabbages, cauliflowers, eto. 
in dozens, whilst others are obtained insuc~ units as bushels, bags, bunohes, oaBes, 

I eto .In expressing -these items in.t -erms ·'of tons of 2; 240 lb., oare has been taken to 
obtain appropriate factors from of,fioial sources, a.nd while their preoision has not 
been wholly establlshed, it is aocepted that a.ny error is not sufficient to impair 
their reliability to any extent. 

. The production of vegetables was oonsiderably expanded during the war years 
to provide increased supplies in fresh and processed form for the Armed Forces. SinCe 
the wa.r, curtailment of production has taken place and there has been a downward trend 
in consumption, but this mayhaveheen offset.to some extent in more reoent years by 
inoreased home growing of veg!3tables. HOwever, data concerning reoent trends in "back­
yard" vegetable production are not a.t present available and no ohange has been made to 
the allowanoe for this production. 

Followin~ the end of the war, the production of oanned vegetables inoluded 
in groups (xi) and ~xii) deolined from 41,000 tons in 1915 to 13,500 tons in 1954-55. 
Green peas oomprise the prinoipal portion of vegetables now being oanned. 



, 
, 

". . .Attention is directed. to the 5IJ1i:L~; f'i."-,,,+.; 1"\Y\l"G-..l MLID.Q' to -stooks (viz. 
lack of'data ~on retailers' and whoJ...e.s.a.1e-rs-" stocks), .. nien-noned ~e.£ac.e to th.is 

,:13ulletin.. .boS a result, of the defioienoy in stook'data., the a.ctualconsumptio~r 
oannedvegetables may poss.ibly vary somewhat from the official figures. However, in 
oertain cases estimates have been made on the basis of the. best available evid.ence of 
the, movement in wholesalers !'and retailers t stocks, and these have been taken ihto 

.::adoouri"t toa.void marked distortion in annual oonsumption e.stimates • 

. . ~. .Pa~tioula,rs relating to the produQ.tion -and- :ut~lization o.f leafy ~ green 
a::Jd yellow vegetables·in the fresh and oanned form are shown in thefollowmg tableg-

TAALE40 : VEGETABLES • LEAFY. GREEN il.ND YELLOW ~ PRODUCTION Am? 

i"a.rticulars 

UTILIZATION • AUSTRALIA 

('000 Tons) 

Average 
1936-37 to 

1938-39 

Averago 
1946-47 to 1952-53 

1948-49 
195~-54 

i 954...;55 
(a) , 

-----,~--------------------------~--------~----------~------~------~---------I 
FRESH 

.. '.' 

" 

(b) (b) (b) 
---.. --------------------,------~---_:___:___t---_:__:__;_----~__t----

'(b) l~ot Change in Stooks 
.... ~:::;ducti6ri 

Tota.,l Suppliess 

.--' Exports '(inol~ Ships' Stores) 
For C~nning'and Waste 
~~Pllarent ~onsumption 

Jb) 204·5 

204·5 

4.4 
27.7 

172.4 

208.7 

208.7 

2.4 
j3.4 

I 172.9 

188.9 
(b) 

i 87;8 

188 ..• 9 187.8 
. -

3 9 0 2~7 
'19.4 20.8 
166.5 164.3 

OANNED 
-~~~--~~~~~~~~~----~~--~~~~---

"." ::N<':ItChange. in I~'actory Stooks (bb) I 
.. :.P~Odtlotion . . ( ) 

~~~l Supplie~: (b) 

Exports (inol. Ships I Stores) (bb) 
.Ap~aront Consumption ( ) 

:, .. ,{a}'Subjeot to revision. (b) Not available • 

. ' In the next table, deta.ils are shown. af the apparent oonsumption per head 
:oi" population, of the items inoluded in this group. Consumption of the group as a 

whole has declined somewhat sinoe 1943, owing principally to the reduced supplies of 
fresh legul11es and oabbages and greens available. 

'TABLE 41 . SUPPLIES OF LEAFY, GREEN iJID YELLOW VEGETABLES . 
.AVllLABLE FOR CONSUMPTION : Jt.USTRb.LI~ 

(lb. per head per annuml 
Avera.ge Average I 

1953-54 1 19(4-55 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1952-53 
a) 

Commodity 
1938-39 1948-49 -.-.. -.- .... ".--------------+--..;..--~--+_......;-----_+----t_-.---_t_----

Cabbages and Greens 
Lettuoe 

. Carrots 
Fresh.Legumes 

.' Oanned.· 
Tota.l~ 

m 
(b) 

25.9 24.7 
7.9 4.2 

10.8 9.9 
24·5 11 .6 . 

- 2.6 
69.1 53.0 

20.1 17.4 i 6.,3-
4. 1 4.2 3 rI' . , 
8~3 8 &3' 7.8 

1L8 12.1 12.,7 
2~2 2.6 . "-\ 1 

46 .5 44.6 43.6 

(a) Subjeot to revision. (b) These figures relate to 1943. In the absence of data for 
tho :;,lr::;-war period, oonsumption is assumed·to be the same a.s in 1943, for the purpose. of 
nutr~entcalculations. . 
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.. Th~:"':eg~t;ables·inc1udedin thi~gr~ti'P~e' ptlI!l1'ldns;, white aild ~'de turni']l)s; 
beetrl)o1!, rmihns, :parsnips',:o:a.u1i~1?wers;·<?l,le·UI!lber.s, ma.rr;r)\vs,. ,squashes anA S".'Veet corn •. 

~. ,. ,,~, - . - ~., '.. ~. ~ .. , 
The C0mrnerit .. s., j,t}elude.d.~"9.'Jye· ~n respeot of' grnup (xi)a1?P1y a1s0 to this g'!'I")up 

of vegetables. Tlie·::.:Nil~v'imt:.de.ta.i~S:.rBla:tingi"t!t p,r9du.ctitJ.1l,..u,:ti1;tzp.tion and. eonsumptirln 
per heacl,:)f p:lpulati')nai'e shown in "~"e two tables following. OQ'nsmnpti"ln of this group 

. per headilas·deere·ased~Y··24-·peI'·een-t.:"sinc-e-the:thcree.immediat-e' p.0si;"-waryears. 
) ,: ". 

...', . 

TABLE 42' :"OTHER VEGETABLES,tt(a). l?RODUC'l'ION'~D UTILIZATION • AUS'l1lli'lLIA 

N'et Change in. stoeka . 
< Productif)l;'l 

........ ,... 

Tl)t~I S~ppl:tes·g 

Exports (incl ... Ships t·· Stores) . 
.~Cann1ng and; Wast~ 

, ., ~. 

Apparen t··O .... nsUlf1Irl:i on 

:r;J'et Change in Factory st0cks 
Production '. 

Tl)tal SupplieSJ 

(iriel. 
' .. ) Ex1;)orts _&h~ps t stores 

.... 

Apparent C(msumption 

,~--~-... ('000 Toria) ... ..... .. 

-'Average 
il936-31 t9 

". 1938":'3'9" 

. FRESH 

(c) 

" • I 

CANNED 
I 

?~~ 
'(c) ... 

AVf3I''age 
1946,-41' t~ 
"''''194B;;;'A9 . ' 

302.7. 

14.8 
2Q.L~ 

:267.5 

(-) 0.3 
3.3 

3.6 

" 
0.5 ........... +~~ ~ .~ .- ...... ". 3 .. 1 

.. 1952-53 1953-54 

. 

c 
273.· 

273.9 262.3 . 

9·4 4~ .' 
15.0 11' 6' o. 

249.5 245.9 

\+) 0.7 \-) 3.0 
6.2 5.3 

~5.5 " 8.·3 

0.9 0.4 
4.6 '7'9': , . ".:-. .. 

195~55. 
(b) 

256.1 

' 4~2. 
13.5 
23B~4.' 

\-) 0.1 
6.3 

7.0 
0.5 

. . '"~ . ""6.;5· 

Ca.) Vegetables other than ]eafYt green ancl yel10w ";'''ap;etab1es, p0tatnes (white, and sweEf't) 
pulse and tomt:1.t09:s..(b} Subject to r·ev!si0n. {e}-N0t available. . .......... . 

1\' 

TABLE 43 : SUPPLIES OF "OTHER V1i!SETABLJ!).S" AVAILABLE FOR COnStTM1'TION. gAUSTRALIA 

. (10 .. pOI'" ho~-. perannutl) 
, J 

., 
"J" 

. Average ,Average 
1954-55 Comm')di :ty " 1936-3'( to 1946-47 tt') 1952;..53: 195:'3-54 . (A) ,. '1938-'39 1948-49 .. 

"j, • . '. 

(b)5~8.?:. 513.8 Other Fresh Vegetabl'es 
'. 78.3 ~3.9 61.9 

C:anne dir ege tab Ie s' 
, 

Other 
! .. "'-

'" .,'- 0.9 1.,2 2.0 1.6 

Total : ;,. 
" 

("9)58.9 79.2 65.1 63.9 60 •. 4,; 
. " '"" ' . ',. .. -': 

. , 

(a) Subject to revif')i')n.: . (b)Thi$:ft'€~~E;l·reltd;e'.s t') 1943. In the absence 0f data.'for 
the pre-war periO'd, conslimption is"a,s'sUnied "tf) be the same as in 1943 f0r the purp0s.e 

'. , 
of nutriep'tc'a1cu1ati0ns. 

(xiii) Gra1:hPrhcluots 

;Whe at pro Que til)ll::a.t 168; 60 6,000; lJushe 1~ J.:n 19~4-5 5'was well be lowpr~(luc t1:'on 
< for the two prevbus seasrms but slight'ly a.o",V'~ avG,ragepr0rluction of 167,813,000 bushels 

f0r the ten seasons 1945 to' 19'54. Acreage s~Wn :ln1954-55 "o/as')nly slightly belnw the ' 
previ0uB year, but yielclpera.cre was. c0nsiderably reduced •. 

The harvest of. barley tor grain during 1954-55 at 29,400,000 bushels was well 
below thel'ecord pr0 fIUction ')f the previ(;lUsye~ar. The. decrease <.wQ,B cluetl)\greatly reduce'd. 
yield flmm., a 10wer acre~e .. :Mdrze, ,~:n1·P;~~ti11.riJftirin?i·]954';';55 'Wag 5,076~,OQO bushels, :only 
slightly below thelE3vEl16f th~, pi'9v:i.r{usyyar •. ;}licreagewa,Srreduced;producti!')n being 
maintained, by an increase 'in' yield.,~:/Tlle Jlarv~,~t'0f:')atsauring]954-55~1'IaS 32,831,000 
bushels which woo atth? samele:vel;~s :thf,. .Pr:~v-i0US' ye~.. Phe, Yielrt.' pernpre. was much 
lower in 1954 -55bu t pr?duc~ti?fiw8s'o~us1!'zrl.tt!<'td byincre age d ,ac:P:ecige .. "RiceVl!') due ti0n ,was a' 
reo0rd at 5,'080,000 bushe~s~ , . '" ". '; . ' .• ' ' 

:, ; " . 

). 



38. 
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.Det~ th .' ,:- _~·c .: j;p.al ~60]~aj~w~~ 
o£- the---ye-ars-1-952-53 to ~ ~.irioQ.tUpaI'i-son··-wi t-h" average produotJ.on durJ.ng, the fi vo 
yea.rs ended 1938-39 and tho three yeal.'s ended.1948~49 are.s,hown'in the·fqllowing table. 

',~ 4$LE 44 :::;R~;~~f~ON ~OF'·~6E~.aS ~OR(}fuN -~luSTM1~A'; . '" ' . 
•. :! ('O'CO BUshels) -- .-' -- ' .. '. --" " . 

Barloy - 2 row 

Maize 
Oats 

"iHce'. 
'IVhe-at -

. .9 - __ r..OW,_ .. ,,- -"": 

.. \'A-ver~g~.. A:v,erago . 
",' "-FiveleaJ:'s.Thr~~'Years 

ended . end ed 
1938-39 1948-49 

(a) Subj'eo~ to revision • 

25, 22,-
3,778 

-' .. ··3~·:~S~ 
5,080 

168,6,06 

. >':-,' ." •. ' ···;:,' .. ··I1eta.ils-:·o-:f"theproduotion~nd~t:i.li;~tion of whe~t are given inoer.oa.l 
year~ in the ·;f.pllowj,-rv'r1;ablci fot-the. ~verage.ofthe three years ended 1938-39, the 

"'average' 'f'or~ tllEi' tnreO'yearei'endod .. 1948-49 and eaoh ,year 1952-53 toj 954-55 ... 
t, • ' .'" •••• -

" 
., .. :;:., .. ,'~, •. ~.~.--,~,~.- '-Tj@IiE45' ~- WBE.b.T'iPRbbuCT:tON AN:6 UTILIZATION' ': AUSTRAAI,b; , 

" c' .. - . ' (Million Bushels) 

Yaarended'30th1-J6vember 

partio'lifars 
/ '< 

; 

<',JI' c. 

,uses 2.2 

-.- 38..e-
16.5 
1o~9 

" " ._ .~' ,._ "T • C ...... _." • T 

5.0 

1 .6 2.0 
{ 

~. ' ........ ,;-_.;"1 , ·Clos1ne StQdks tinol~FJ;'our' . 
as Wheat)·, '. 14.5 ... _.19 •. 5 .·37.7 ··94.9'''' "95-.;'0 -.,-" -. 

'" . _,_r 

-- -, -- +----...;..-......... ";"';';'O;~.;.;.;.;... ................ ~--+-_--~-:---_--i--.. --
··Tota,lDisp9t;iai@.& '174.9"194.1 

; 

21 5.7 . ?jO ,,5 266.~(· , 
,,,, , .. ~ . , 

Exoess . .( +) or Deficienoy ( -; 
o.fDisposals over total - (-) 1.8 

.availa.ble supplies (d) , 
( +) '3.6 (..,) 5. 2 ( +) 4.7 

(a) .Subjeotto revision', (b) Inoluded with Fiour.'Co') Incluf!.ed :with stook feod. 
(d) Inol,ud.es ,a,.llqwanoes fol' unreoorfled :mavements in stocks,' gain or ro~s in out-tm:ll, p+[~ 

, " .Det.ai.ls"~fthe ;produotion'and utili'zation ~f the, princip~l .. produots f::-C';i 
wheat ando.ther·cereals:a.reshown in the :table. on page 39. '. 

. The produotion of'flour (inol~ding sharps and wheatmeal for baking) dl1.::;:'ir<c~ 
1954-55 at 1,370,109 long ton,s was .9 6 ,600 lOTfg. tcms .. (5 per. cent.) below ·the previous, 
ye~).l·a.nd174,600 lang tans (11 per cent.),below >thereoord produotion of 1951-52! .,' 

. '} .' . , .. 

.' Sinoet,he. war, tJle ;quanti'ty of flourexpor'-ted var,ie.d. betw'e,en a.bout /106 ,ceo 
and 800 ;000 10l;l5~oh~, u;J?::fi.Q 1953-54,· but d~ing 1954-55' amounted ,to ol'}-ly 612 ,900J,Q,~g 
tons. . " . .' . -{. . . ' 

.' .. ,' Dllringthe fi:veyeaJ;',s 1946 ... 47t,0' 1'950"'51~th6 pl'oduction of miJ,l~d,rj,'cG" ,ln~ 
orea.sed s~eadil;y-' from: 29,900 .. tons ~ t.o3-8,:]00, tons'; 'fallingsharplyt'Q' 33 ,000 tone ,qt:l,:d,~::1,:; 
1951 ... 52.' 'There were ino~eases in subsequent yea.rs, and in 19.54-55 it iSI"estimated tr.a-;; 
48,000 tons were milled. 

Restrictions on the free sale of rioe to th~ public were lifted on 3rd. 
Ootobor, 1950, and. in oonjunotion with this during 1950-51, 14,700 tons were made a,va.U·­
a.ble for Austr.9.lian oonsumption as oompared with approximately 3,000 tons pel' annum in 
previous post-war years when oonsumption was oonfined mainly to essential oonsumers. 
During 1951-52, 17,900 tons were oonsumed looally, but this fell to 15,200, 14,700 and 



39. 
14,200 in the three following years. The high oonsumption during 1950-51 was made 
possible by heavy net withdrawals from stooke Exports reaohed a post-war peak of 
35,700 tons .in 1953-54, deolining in 1954-55 to average post-war levels of 28,700 
tons. -

The production of oatmeal (inoluding rolled Or ,orushed oats) reaohed the 
reoordlevel of 34,000 tons in 1947-48~ Output during subsequent years was consider­
ably less, standing a.t 16,700 tons in 1954-55-

The output of other grain breakfast foods amounted to 41,300 tons in 
Consumption at 39,400 tons was muoh above the pre-war figure of 17,200 tons. 

, . 
TillE 46 I Gru,IN PRODUQTS, : PRODUCTION AND, UTILlZkTION ; AUSTIlALIA 

( '000 tons of 2,240 lb.) 

Average Average 
Partioulars 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1952-53 1953-54 

1938-39 I 1948-49 

FLOUR (INCLUDING WHEATMEM FOR BAKING 1JID SH.lt.BPS) (b) 

Net Change in Millers' Stooks (0 ) (d) (+)19.5 (+)0.2 (-)21.6 
Produotion 1,149.0 1,430.4 1,541.3 1,436.7 

, " 

" TQtal Shml21ies: 1,149.0 1,410.9 1,541•1 1,458.3 
Export's ( incl. Ships t, Stares) 575.0 721.2 787.8 703.~ 
Apparent Consumption., 574.0 689.7 753.3 . 754. 

RICE (MILLED) 

Net Change in Millers! Stocks (0) 
t 

Cd) (+) 1.0 (-) 4.3 (-) 5.2 
Produotion 28.1 32.2 35·9 45.2 

" . 
Total Supplies: 28.1 31.2 40.2 .. 50.4 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 14.3 28.2 25.0 35.7 
Miscellaneous Uses 1 .6 - - -
Apparent Consumption 12.2 3.0 15.2 14.7 

1 

BREAKFAST FOODS FROM OATS (Ol~lr:MEAL AND ROLLED OATS) V' 
Net Change in Faotory Stocks (c) (d) (-) 0.1 ( ... ) 0.1 
Production 17.2 27.0 19.1 . 

TctalSuEl21ies : 17.2 27.1 ' 19.2 
Exports 1.9 13.5 8.7 
Appa.rent Consumption 15.3 13.6 10.5 

OTHER BRE.A.KFi~ST FOODS FROM G&,IN (e ) ~ 

Net Change in Factory Stooks (0) (d) - (+) 0.1 
Production 

, Total SUl2plies: 

Exports 
;"pparent Consumption 

17.2 28.5 42.4 
17.2 28.5 42.3 

- 0.3 1.6 
17.2 28.2 40.7 , 

Subject to revision. 
Sharps are included as from 1952-53 only. 
Inoludes imports. 
Not available • , 

(+)0.1 
20.0 

19.9. 
8.5 

11.4 

-
42.6 
42.6 

2 .. 3 ' 
40.3 

Prior to 1951-52 wheatmeal for porridge only. 
From 1951-52 includes also invalid and health 
foods, semolina and wheat germ. 

i9~4~5; 
a) 

';> 

(+) 4.4' 
1 ,370.1 
1,365.1' 

612.9 
752 .8 

, 

(+) 5.0 
47.9 
42.9 
28.7 

-
14.2 

-
16.7 
16.7' 
5.3 

11~4 

(-) 0.1 
41.3 
41.4 
2.0 

39.4 
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. '. . .. ··ihe'~~~~{3,f'-~"'"O . . g 
consumption.per nead of population. Total consumption of the group perhea.d int 
was 203.3 lb. oompared with 208.8 lb. i11 1953-54 and an average of 218~1 lb. during 
t.he three 'years ena.ing ~948-49 •. ' 'J;hed<3cJ).nQ, in 1954-55 was d.uel?rinoip.ally toa .de~ 
oreasein'th.e~oc:m~uznptionof flour,which;;::foll.to.j:85;5 Ib. p~r head ,from 190.0·lb., in 

··theprevious ye~r and a.vera.ge oonsumpt:i6n~,of 201.9 lb. in the three immedia..te J?'ost-war 
years. Since the pre-war period thoren·a.s been a decline in the consumption of o1:\.tme 
whioh has been offset by inoreaS'6(l consurp.ption .of·breakfast foods from other grains" 
main1y prspared'f.oOd.s ~:r):le oonsumpt~Qn of ;rice per :headincreasedfrom 1.1 Ib •. 'in 
1949,.;,50t6 the reoord 'levelof 4.7 lb. in 1951-52 , an inorease whioh is directly 

, attributable to the lifting of restrictions on sale to the public from 3rd October, 
1950. The;~.ltaa: l:i~nco~ccr;ta.g,~eQ.::-011G0.C~··26:;)Gr{)e}ht~ to 3,,5'115. in 1954;';55. 

~., ' ............... 0,' .oJ .: ..... ~ .••.• - . ':' . ' • 

TA:BLE 47 : SU:£>PLIE~,bF diu])! ~~UOTS. AVAILABLE FOR 
. £US~~ .. l~/ ' 

(lb. pe:::- head der annum) 

Fio~r. 
., 

! Average I j..,v8;oago I 
. -119:36-37 tel I' 946-47 to 1952-53 

_. 1938-39, 1948-49 
OOIllmodity 

107. 1 1, 201.9 19.3.2 
RiQ~' (m:j.lled).· ,. 
Bre·akfaij:·t'=·~roOd~s··:: ;';"'-'.:~'-' 

,t:~pmO~:t Iii JOatfiiealand ..• .'. 
._. ,- ". , ,Rolled Oats) 

4'~.0·1' . 0 .. 9 3. 9 

rromOther. Grains 
Paarl, Barlc9-Y'·'··· .-' .-- . 

5.0 
.5.6 

1. ,0 
'Earley Meal and Polished Wheat 

Edi~t~~s::_~~~~i,(~~:~fJ.6~;) (;j-,,' ··l .. "'L~ 
Ta.pip.aa: and Sag"c .... , ... _. , .. ~ __ .1~1 <~2 

... ,tgtal~~ .. ~:. '·1 ... 205;3 

'r 
I 4.0 
I 8.2 
t 0,,5 

·t 
0.5· 

r 1.4 
0.7 

218.1 

, fi • 

Subj0c~ to revision. 
O:~ Laizo origin. 

2.7 
10.5 
0.6 

o.:f 
0.8 
0.5. 

212' • .4 

CONSUMPTI ON: 

1953-54 

, 2.9 
... 10.1 

0·5 

"0.2.: 
1.0 
0.4 

208.8 

1954-·55 I 

(a) 

·0.2,'" 
0.9,:· 
0.3 

203.3 

-----.. -~ ... --...... .. 
" 'r};le items:inoluded in this grou9 Clcmprise tea, coffoe, beer arid. wine. 

Part-iculats. of the production anq. utili'Z3-'~io::l of boor end wine are shown in tho follow-
ing~table.~-:.' . 

Theproduo1ifori'-6f bqol' in 1954":55 was a rocord. at 228 ... 8 million gallons, 
and G:J!:oeeded theaverae;o output. :for tho thrGe yoa.rs ended 1933-39 by 145 • .1 .m.illion ..... -'~. 
~al~.ons ... (174~eraent.) ;. and ,fort.he t~' .. :;?Ge. :y-8f, .. l.'ti.· en .. dGC11 9. ,.18-49 by 95 .. 2 million gallons 
\ 71 per oent.). ';"s the fluantity 9.£ be0rexllo:.'i~ed :i.e sma.ll, most of this inorease was 
oonsumed. in Australia. . .... .. .... ' .. ..... .. ; 

-:r ••... 

• '. .' . :Beverage wine produotion durin.!S .1954-55 is estimated at 12.0 milliOn" . 
ga:Uon!3· •. ·.This·was.5-,Oniilliongallons. (30 pl!'r cent. ) below the record produotion of 
1951-52, but 3_,6 million gallons ,(42 j-oToen"l;o) great~r than the a.verage p-ibduotion 
during the three yea.rsen.dBo. i 938;"'39 .ghcp,,::ff'! l-),;,ve declined by 67 per oent. sinoe th.o 



- ............ : .- ' .. ~.: •... :.~: .. --.. ~:.: •.. -...... ~, ... . 

TABLE 48 g BEER AND WINK Pj(ODuCTION AND~TILIZATION ~ AUSTRALIA , 
... l .. ·······.. "'...,~ ... _ .. , " ... - .......... . ( tooo Gall()ns) " ....... , ...... ,..' ....... ~~.~' ....... ~.~ .. "'. -, '., .. ,. 

I Av-er-agH d

'! Average ! 
.. f1·m8~J9 toll~~!8~9tn I 1952-53 1953-54 

1954-55 
. __ (a) "" 

"':.,: 

BEER --Net'Ch~nge in St0cks I (b) I () I (b) -I (b) I '(b) 
pr!")du.otirm 

.... DnPQr.i~. ____ .. ,_. __ .. I 
83,467 1133'~53 197,355 213,509 226,794 . 

~~J~~2_b_~~ __ ~25~8~~ ___ ~5_6-+ __ ~~9~5~ ____ ~9_6_ 
.. Tota.l Suppli es: g 

'Exp"rts (incl. $hipSI Stores:) 
Miscellanel')us Uses (c) 
Apparent Consumptiryn 

.-: Net Change in st ocks 
Prl')-ducti,.,n (e) 

(d) 

Impl')rts 

'T;,talSuppii esg 

Expl')rts (~ncl. Ships' Stnres) 
App arent--Ol'il1.sumptiori 

I 83,593 133,811 197,411 213~604" '228,890 

553 719 1,2521 1,590 1,824 
2,963 /' 3,619 5,445 6,836 6,582 

I 80,077 i 129,473 I 190,714 205,178 220,484 
----~~~----~'~~~--~--~~------~~~~ 

WINE 

. 
(+) 328 (+) 1 , .. 887 1(+)1,352 (+)1,453 (- )323 

8,442 14,134 14,475 15,196 12,000 
42 22 14 40 53 

8,156 12,269 13,137 13,783 12,376: 

3,911 
J 

,2,439 1,204 -1.,428 , . 1,299' 
4,245 , 9,830 11,933 12,355 11,017 ' ! • , -, 

(a) Subje_ct t" .revisi,"m. (b) Nl')t available - See f""tnryte (0). 
(0) . Balance figure; includes beer waste and alll')wance f"r net change in brewery-
st!")oks. (dC

) Ml')vements in stl')cks of Australian fl'lrtifiedwinein Bl')nd.', ' 
, _-(e) P;&"d'\:tctil')l'l f)f beverage wine • 

. Det'ails I)f the apparent cl)nsUI:lption of eaoh c"'lmm"p.ity included in the 
group, p_er he~d .I')f pI)pulation, are shown in the follf)wing table. ' . 

Data cl)voriri,gthe cl')nsumption I')f tea and cl')ffee (up in the year 1946-
41) are based nn oivilian'sales nf imp"'lrted supplies, as recl')rded by the Tea Contrl')l 
Board •.. In. the casel')fcf'lff'ee, control '1f supplies by the Tea Cnntr"l Bnard, ceased1n 
Qot,;ber, ,1947, 'and the cnnsumptil')n figures fl)r later peri"ds have been based "n im'" 
p0rtsof CI);f'fee oleared during the year. With the ending I);f' tea ratil'ming on. 2nd 
July, 1950', cl)nsumptirm during 1950-51 inoreased tf'l 7.5 lb. per head, but during 
1951-52 and 1952-53 decreased again t:') the pl'lst-war level of 6. 5 lb. per head. In; 
1953~54 there was a slight upward ml'lvement tl') 6.8 lb. fl')llowed during 1954-55 by a ~ 
fall tl') 6.0 lb. per head. Cnffee cl')nsumptirm declined frl')m the level I)f 1.0 lb. per 
head d.uring the three years ended 1948-49 tl'l 0.7 lb. per head during 1952-5.:l, but iii 
1953-54 and 1954-55, due to SUbstantial increases in impl)rts, the quantity available 
fnr cl')nsumptii:m increased try 1.1 lb. per head. Pre-war ol')nsumptil)n_ was 0.6 lb. 

Beer ol')nsumption statistios are based I')n the quantity of beer reml)ved 
from breweries, duty paid, plus the quantity reml")ved free ~f duty for cI")n sump t ion in 
Australia, with the addi til')n ')f small quanti ties of impl')rts oleared fnr hl)me Cl')nsump-' 

• tion. Thi s method was adopted in 1953-54 as it was ormsidered tl") give a ml")re 
'accurate result than the method previl'lusly in use. Adjustments have been made nn 
this basis tn details for earlier years. C0nsumption,.,f beer per head was 24.3 _ 
galll')ns (242.5 lb.) in 1954-55 cI")mpared with an average I)f 16.9 gallons (169.2 lb.) 
during the three years ended 1948-49 and 11.7 gallons (116.6 lb.) during the three 
years ended 1938-39. 

Wine cl)nsumptinn reached its highest level in Australia during 1951-52 
at 1.8 gallrms (18.4 lb.) per head. This ol')mpares with an average ,.,f 1.3 gallrms \ 
(13.2 lb.) during the three years ended 1948-49 and average consumption I')f 0.6 gallons 
(6.4 lb.) during the years 1936-37 t·,., 1938-39. During 1952-53, and 1953-54 cl')nsumption 
was 1.4. gallons per head, falling during 1954-55 to an estimated 1.2 gallons. 
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TABLE 49 SUPPLIES OF TEA, COFFEE, BEER AND WINE AVAILABLE FOR 

CONSUMPTION z AUSTRALIA 

, (lb. per head per annum) 

Average Average .. 
Cf'lmmodity 

" 
,1936-37 try 1946~471;t) ,1952 ... 53 

1938-39 1948-49 
Tea. 6.9 6"5- 6.5 
Cl)ffee 0.6 1.0 0.7 
Beer- Actual in gallons (11.7) (16.9) (21 • .8) 

, Estimated wt. in lb.(b) 116.6 169.2 218.0 
Wine:-- Acttlai in galll)ns "( 0.6) (1. 3) (1.4 ) 

..• --..... .. Estimat ed, wt. in lb. (c) 6.4 13 .2 14.0 

'~al Subj ect to revl. Sl.()n. 
" b Estimated weight of a gallon ryfbeer 
,c Es,timated weight ()f a gaIlI'm of ''Wine 

4. RATIONING OF FOODSTUFFS 

1953-54" 

6~8 
1.1 

(23.1 ) 
230.5 
(1.4 ) 
14.3 

10 lb. 
10.3 lb. 

1,9'(i-y.55, 

, 

6.0 
,1.1 

(24.3) 
242.5 ' 

(1.2) 
12.6 

Particulars relating t() the rati0ning r'lf foodstuffs during and 

) 
i 
f 

. subsequent to the 1939-45 War may be fl)und in Nt"l.5 and earlier issues, ()f this Bulletin. 

2L' DETAILED STATISTIOAL DATA SHOWING ESTI1~TED SUPPLIES AND UTILIZATION 
OF FOODSTUFFS~ YEAR 1954-55. 

The data presented in the previous pages I)f this Bulletin fl)r the 
year 1954-55 are based upon the statistics in the fr'llll)vdngtable, Which shnw the 
supply pl)sition in Australia ff'lr each item included in the f~urteen grryups cnvered, 
and prl)vide a detailed analysis f'lf distributinn, mf'lvement in stncks and the apparent 
quanti tyc~msumed fl)r the year ended June, 1955. In casas where pr0duotion is ryf a 
seasnnalnature, e',. g. t()matl)es, citrus and nther fresh fruit and vegetables, including 
pntatoes, it is n()t pl)8sible tn relate productif'ln and distributi0n strictly tf'l fiscal 
or calendar years. It has been necessary, theref'")re, to apply details appropriate tl') 
the seas')nal period covered by the years specified. , 

With the exception. f'lf fluid whl)le milk, beer and wine, particulars 
I')f which are shl)wn in gallf'lns, all '")ther cl)mmodities are recf'lrded in units of tl)ns r'lf 
2,240 lb. In those cases where thi s unit is not apprr'lpriate, the c()nsumptil)n per head 
has been expressed in terms nf commf'ln usage (e.g. fresh milk is shr'lwn in gallr'lns as a 
fontnl)te tr'l the ~able.) , 

The data inc luded in the following table, in respect of the year 
1954-55 are generally subject tf'l reVisir'ln. 

,1 
! 
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