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2. 

This report contains detailed statistics of the production~ exports and 
consumption of foodstuffs and nutrient intake in Australia for the year 1952-53, 
with comparative data for the pre-war period (1936-37 to 1938-39), the immediate 
post-war period of three years (1946-47 to 1948-49) and each year 1950-51 to 
1952-53. In addition, Section I oontains a general review of food production, 
exports and consumption (in terms of farm products) vli th relevant statistics for 
the pre-war period (1936-37 to 1938-39), each year 1946-47 to 1952-53, and estimates 
for the year 1953-54. 

The method employed in this ... Repart in estimating the quanti ties of food­
stuffs available for human consumption is to deductexp~rts and industrial and 
other non-food usage from production and adjust for ohanges in stocks where these 
data are available. The small quru1tities of foodstuffs imported are also tak~n 
into account. While the dependability of these estimates has been established 
for most of the con~odities covered 1 there are some for which it is not possible 
to asoertain or estimate production and consumption with the accuracy desired. 
These include poultry and game and the quantities of visible oils and fats 
entering consumption. In addition, little information is available about the 
quantities of vegetables~ fruit,eggs, etc., which householders produce for their 
own requirements, the quanti ty of fish oaught by amateur fishermen and the extent 
of wastage occurring in the marketing Of foodstuffs generally. Furthermore, the 
absence of particulars of stocks for certain commodities has resulted in some 
inaccuracies in the estimates of annual consumption. Consumption of foodstuffs 
is measured in all cases "at producer-level", i.e. no allowance has been made for 
changes in stocks held by wholesalers and retailers. Movements in wholesalers' 
and retailers' stocks however have little effect on the estimates generally • 

. Allowance has not been made for foodstuffs purc,hased on the Australian 
market and sent overseas under certain schemes in bulk and by parcel post and this 
has caused slight overstatement in the consumption estimates (see page11). 

The details of consumption per head included in the tables have been checked 
with data from other sources wherever possible. These were obtained principally 
from the Food vonsumption Survey conduoted in 1944 by the Nutrition Committee of 
the National Health and Medical Research Council. Such comparisons as are 
possible broadly confirm the reliability of the method used in this report. 
However, laok of data about oha:1ges in the levels of production b3T self-suppliers 
of some foodstuffs (e.g. eggs and vegetables) which have probably occurred since 
the 1944 Survey, precludes accurate measurement of trends in total oonsumption of 
such commodities in recent years. For this reason, the current estimates of 
consumption in these cases s;lOuld be accepted with reservations until they oan be 
checked with data from a further consumer survey. 

Section 2 of the report, which deals with the level of nutrient intake in 
Australia, has been compiled by the Nutrition Section of the (;ommonwealth 
Department of Health to whom I extend my thanks. The estimates of nutrient intake 
included therein are based on the quantities oonsumed as calculated by this Bureau. 
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AUSTRALIA 

1. GENERAL REVIEW OF_,E.,OOD P.ROllUCTIOll, EXPORTS AND CONSUMPTION ~ 

(i) SUMMARY: The following table shows the variations which have ocourred in post-:ar 
years in the main sources from which farm produots for iood ~se are derived in Australia. 

TABLE 1. - PRINe;IP AL AREAS CROPPED MID LIVESTOCK NUM:B;;;:;.E;:.::;R;;.:;S::-.:;~A:.:;:U..::;:S~T~n::AL=IA:.::. 
....... -

Areas sovvn for Grain Sugar ! fro tal 

i 
Number of Livestock at 

Year (Area Area end of Season 
•.. - Sheep Cattle , , out for under 

( incl. Wheat Barley Oats IJrushing) Crop Dairy Other 
Lambs) Cows (a) Cattle --I-- I-

'000 '000 '000 '000 '000 million '000 '000 • ~> • 

aores acres acres acres acres 

Average 1936-37 
to 1938-39 13,466 613 1,572 258.1 22,018 111.6 3,211 9,933 

1946-47 13,180 748 1; 728 i 2'?7,O 21,077 , J),1 I 3,013 10,414 
1941-48 13,880 839 2,1 05 I 222.5 22,272 I 102.6 3,085 10,100 
1948-49 12,583 1,012 1,770 ~ 266.3 20,636 I 108.7 3,159 10,965 
1949-50 12,240 1,040 1,748 I 281.3 20,601 112.9 3, 191 11,449 
1950-51 11,663 1 ~O79 1,757 

I 
271.9 19,917 115.6 

I 
3,149 12,080 

1951-52 10,384 1, 118 2,365 281.1 19,798 117.6 2,913 11,920 
1952-53 10,209 1,371 2,764 280.0 20,371 123.1 I 3,087 12,160 
1953-54(b) 10,691 ( 1,600) 1 (2, 50C) i 341.0 (c) 127.1 . (c) I ~ c) 

L 
, I i - .L 

(a) In milk and dry. (b) Estimated. (c) Not yet available. 

Seasonal conditions in 1952-53 were unusually bountiful. During that 
season, wheat yields per acre exceeded the previous record in 1949-50 by 7 per c~nt., 
production of milk, beef and veal, sugar and barley was at reoord or near-record levels 
and mutton and lamb production reached a post-war peak. The yield .of barley per acre 
was a record while milk yields per cow and carcass weights of cattle and sheep and lambs -
were very heavy. 

Another very good season was experienced in 1953-54, although dry conditions 
have reduced milk production in JlTew South Wales and Queensland to some extent, causing 
a drop of about 3 per cent. in to tal production for the Commonwealth. 1'he yield of 
wheat per acre was a little less than the record in 1952-53. However the area sown 
increased .slightly(after a continuous decline since 1947-48) and total wheat production 
was ata high level. Sugar production reached a new peak (32 per cent. greater than 
the previous record in 1952-53) due to substantial increases in areas cut and yields per 
acre cut. A further increase in acreage of barley resulted in a new record production 
of that crop. Beef and veal production is estimated to have reached a new peak but. 
production of mutton and lamb was lower because of reduced slaughterings and lighter 
carcass weights. 

The index numbers in the next table (2j show the quantum of total ;production 
of farm;pr6diicts for food use for the period 1936-.:)7 to 1938-39 and each year 1946-41 to 
1953-54. During the years 1947-48 to 1950-51, generally good seasonal conditions were 
experienced fairly uniformly throughout farming areas of Australia. In those years the 
quantum of such production averaged about 12 per cent. more than in the pre-war years 
1936-37 to 1938-39, which was a periocl_ of fairly normal seasonal condi tions al though 
droughts oocurred in Queensland in 1936 and 1937 and in Viotoria and Southern New South 
Wales towards the end of the period. In 1951-52, the quantum of total farm production 
of food fell to apprOximately the same level as in the pre-war period, while in 1952-53, 
when seasonal conditions were exceptionally good, production rose sharply to 19 per cent. 
above the pre-war level. Preliminary caloulations for 1953-54 (another year of 
favourable seasonal condi tions)indioate that farm produotion of food increased by 3.4 
per oent. to 23 per cent. greater than in the pre-war period. The quantum of farm 
production of foodJler head of populat.ion during the years 1947-48 to 1950-51 averaged 
about 3 per cent. less than in the pre-war years 1936-37 to 1938-39. This was followed 
in 1951-52 by a decline to 19 per cent. less than pre-war production per head. In 
1952-53 and 1953-54 the good seasons and increased farming actlvity assisted recovery in 
produ0tion per head of population but it was about 6 per oent. less t~an the pre-war 
level. This comparison is intended to indicate relative growth of total Australian 
popUlation and of farm production for food use. It is not relevant to the oonsideration 
of produotivity of farm population. 



~Th~ qurultUmof farm food products exported during the period- 1947-48 to 
1950:!j1 averaged about 11 per cent. more than during the pre-war years 1936-37 to 
1938-39, but in 1951-52 lower production and a further increase in quanti ties consumed 
in Australia resulted in a pronounced fall in the quantum of food exported to 
approximately 30-per cent. below the pre-war level. The quantum of farm products 
exported in 1952-53,was 13 per cent. greater -than for the pre-war period but was slightly 
lower than pre-war in 1953-54. Estimated exports of farm food products in 1953-54 
represent about 32 per cent. of total food productio'n7 compared with 37 per cent. in 
1952-53, 38 per cent. during the period 1947-48 to 1950-51 and 39 per cent. in the 
pre-war period, 1936-37 to 1938-39. The quantum of farm products exported per head of 
population has been below pre-war levels in all post-war years, except 1947-48; in 
1952-53 it was 89 per cent. and in 1953-54, 76 per cent. of the:pre-war figure. 

The index numbers of quantum of food (in terms of farm products) consumed in 
Australia per head of population in Table 2 have been derived by, dividing the index of 
quantum of food available for consumption b;T the index of population. They indicate 
that the quantum of food consumed per head in each post-war year has been somewhat below 
the level of consumption in the pre-war period 1936-37 to 1938-39. Certain adjustments 
have been made for unrecorded stock movements (not taken into account elsewhere in this 
Report) in calculating the index numbers for recent years, and the figures for 1952-53 
and 1953-54 should be regarded as proviSional. The low consumption per head in 1952-53 
(estimated at 5 per cent. less than the pre-war level) was due in part to seasonal falls 
in the production of such items as fruit and vegetables. 

While there has been a slight dovmward tendency in consumption of food per 
head, the increase in the Australian population has resulted in a continuous rise 
(except in 1952-53) in the quantum of total consumption of food in Australia in each 
post-war year and in 1953-54 it was 26 per cent. greater than in the pre-war period. 
The increase in population over the same period was approximately 30 per cent. 

The quantum indexes sh01Anin Ta-ble 2 have been construct:ed by the fixed-base 
weighted aggregative method, the weights used for each index being constant unit gross 
values (1936-37 to 1938-39) of each farm product. Tests have disclosed that the use of 
corresponding weights based on post-war prices (or unit values) would not have affected 
the indexes, materially. The items included in each index comprise products intM'forin 
in which they are sold from farms in all cases except livestock sold for slaughter for 
meat, which are included in terms of dressed carcass weight of meat. Quantity data 
relating to exports include exports of processed food in terms of farm product 
equivalent, ,. e.g. the quanti ties of meat exports used in oalculating the index include 
estimated carcass weight equivalents of canned and cured meat exported in addition to 
the ?xports of carcass meat as such. The index of uantum of roduction relates 
basically to gross output of farm products for food use including crops exported for 
stock-feeding overseas) and therefore measures the combined effec-t of many influences 
such as (a) trends in farming activity (i.e. areas cropped, livestock raised and/or 
slaught~red, cows milked etc.), (b) variations in yields of crops per unit of area 
cropped and of livestock products per unit of livestock, (c) the effects of variable 
~,< .~;,nal conditions and (d) ehanges in farming efficiency, labour supply and the level 

j ,:ternal oosts in Australia. Data showing tronds in farming acti vi ty in the case 
,E ;:incipal individual types of farming are included in the sub-sections following. 
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TABLE 2. INDEXES OF MEA~ POPULATION Al"'JD QUAl"'JTUM (a).QL.P~~ODUCTION, 

EXPORTS AND CONSUMPTION (b) OF FARM PRODUCTS FOR FOOD USE ~ AUSTRALIA 

(Base in each case - Average 1936-37 to 1938-39 = 100) 

1 Indexes of Quantum (a) of Farm Products for Food Use -
Index of I Production Exports Consumption (b) 

Year mean in Alstralia 
Population TotallPer head of 

, Per head of Per Head of I Population 
Total Population 

Total Population 

1936-37 to 1938-39 
I I 100.0 100 I 100 100 100 100 100 

i 1946-47 109.4 90 82 73 66 
1947-48 ~c~ 111.2 113 102 113 102 , 
1948-49 c 113.5 110 97 112 99 ! 
1949-50 \°)117. 2 116 99 116 99 
1950-51 c)121.0 109 90 1C3 85 
1951-52 0)124.3 100 81 70 56 
1952-53(0) 127.3 119 94 113 89 
1953-54(d) (0)129.9 123 94 99 76 i 

(a) Value at oonstant prices; see text preceding the table. 
(b) Avail able for consumption~ 
(0) Subject to revision. 
(d) Estimated. 

107 97 
110 99 
111 98 
114 98 
120 99 
121 98 
121 95 
126 ;1 97 

A comparison of trends in food production in Australia and selected oversea 
oountries is provided by the following "Index Numbers of Agricultural Production - Food" 
published by the Food and 1.gricul ture Organization of the United Nations. 

TABLE 3. INDEX lifUMBERS OF AGRIGULTUILU .. PRODUCTION - FOOD 

(Souroe ~ Food and Agriculture Organization of the Uni ted l~ations) 

(Base in eaoh case - Pre-War (a) = 100) 

Country Pre-war 
1948-49 1949-50 1950-51 1951-52 ( a) --

Argentina 100 113 105 100 104 
Australia (0) 100 110 116 109 100 
Oanada 100 126 123 139 147 
New Zealand 100 105 111 114 114 
Union of South Africa 100 138 128 

I 
140 144 

United Kingdom 100 !: 119 124 127 128 
United States of America

j 
100 ~ 142 138 138 137 i ! 1 1 

1952-53 
( b) 

86 
119 
168 
121 
135 
130 
142 

( a) 

(b) 
( c) 

Pre-war base periods used areg Australia, 1936-37 to 1938-399 United Kingdom, 
1934-38; other countries, 1935-39. 

Preliminary figures. 
These are the index numbers (shown in Table 2) compiled in this Bureau for 

Australian purposes; they differ slightly from the index numbers for Australia 
compiled by F.A.O. 

(ii) vVREAT: Particulars of the areas sown to wheat for grain and the production, 
exports and consumption of wheat are shovm below for the pre-war period and each year 
since 1946-47. The area sown for grain declined continuously from 1947-48 to 1952-53 
when it was 25 per cent. less than average sowings during the years 1936-37 to 1938-39. 
There was a slight increase in sowings in 1953-54. In the same period there has been 
a substantial inorease in areas sown'to oats and barley for grain - largely for export. 
Production of wheat during the years 1947-48 to 1950-51 was at relatively high levels, 
because of extremely good yields per acre (averaging about 32 per cent. in excess of 
average yields for the period 1936-37 to 1938-39). Favourable seasonal conditions 
prevailed in these four post-war years. In 1951-52, a substantial fall in area sown 
coupled with a slight reduction in average yield per acre caused a pronounced decrease 
in wheat production from the high levels of the preceding four seasons. In 1952-53 
there was a further decline in the area sown but the average yield per acre was at the 
record level of 19.12 bushels (56 per cent. higher than for the pre-war period) total 
production reached 195.2 million bushels. In 1953-54 an increase in sowings and only a 
small decreHse in yield per acre resulted in a crop of 199 million bushels (21 per cent. 
greater than average production for the years 1936-37 to 1938-39). Seasonal conditions 
in the wheat belt were generally favourable in both 1952-53 and 1953-54. 



INDEXES OF QUANTUMCa) 
OF PRODUCTION. EXPORTS AND CONSUMPTION(b) 

OF FARM PRODUCTS FOR FOOD USE: AUSTRALIA 

INDEX No. BASE IN EACH CASE - AVERAGE 1936 -37 TO 1938-39: 100 INDEX No. 

130------~------~------~------~------~------~--~~ 

120r-----~-------+------_+--_=~SF~. 

" " " " \ 

\~ 
___ -+---+-- TOT A L QUANTUMca);..... -+---'\'~ -+---I---+------t 

\~.>. I 
\'" I 

(a) VALUE AT CONSTANT PRICES I 
I 

(b AVAILA8LE FOR CONSUMPTION 
70~~~~~~~~~~~~~----_+_------~------+_----__t 

130 

120 

110 

100 

90 

80 

70 

60 60 
1946-47 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 1950-51 1951-52 1952-53 1953-54 

(EST:) 

INDEX No. INDEX No. 
130~----~-------r---------'-------r-----~-------r------,130 

t20~-----+------4-------~-----+------4-------~-----;120 

110 ~-----+----+-----+----f------+----+-----t 110 

100 j~- CONSUMP 100 

/7
'~ ~---:.;- -;,- - -_.- '-'-'-'-T_'ON(b) _.-. I ~ ~''::'. _.-

90 / '~~J?O -·/r.-·-· 90 

V I .... , ~VC'1". V .I~' I .'\~ 101\1 I , 

I QUANTUM(a) PER HEAD OF \ "', 80 I - \~ 
I POPULATION ~ " 

I \~~ I 
70 ~~ 1 

/ " I 

80 
' ... 

70 

\ I (a) VALUE AT CONSTANT PRICES \ I 
60~() -----r----~~-~_+----~60 

b AVAiLABLE FOR rSUIAPT1T \,' 
50~------~----~------~------~------~------~----~50 
1946-47 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 1950-51 1951-52 1952-53 1953-54 

(EST.) 
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Q#4 
Particulars of the area of sugar cane cut for crushing and production, exports 

and consumption of raw sugar are shown in the table below. 

TABLE.5. RAW SUGAR g AREA OUT FOR CRUSHING AIm PRODU(;TION, EXPOR'J;S' 
.A...1'm CQ1LSUMPTION 8 AUSTRALIA 'r-

.' .. 
Area of sugarj Production of 

Exports of Constimpti on of (;ane Out for' Raw Sugar 
(;ru~hing L94 J:?et titre) 

Sugar ( a) Sugar ( a) 

Year Index 
'000 Index '000 Index '000 Index '000 Per. head 
Acres tons tons tons. '. Total of Popul 

ation 

Average.1936-37 
to 1938-39 258.1 100 804.4 100 451·9 100 . 346.2- . 100 100 

1946-47 227.0 88 551.9 69 164.7 36 43-2.2· 1?5 111 
1947-48 222.5 ; 86 605.3 75 135· 9 30 

I 

428.3 
1 

124 112 -" . I 
. 1948-49 266.3 103 943.1 117 486.5 108 i 448.1 129 114 

.1949-50 281.3 109 937.1 116 504·4 112 443.6. 1m 109 
... 1950;"'51 27.1.9 105 I 921.1 115 4<;·2.3 98 472.7 113 
······195·1~2 .. __ , 

'"" .~. 
281.7 109 I 745·4 93 221.3 49 531.2 153 123 

1952-53(~) 280.0 108 . r~, ~~!:6 I 

.118 
I 

502.9 111 I 410·4 119 93 , 
1953-54( 0) . I 341.0 ! 132 156 771·5 171 ! 477.0 .138·l 106 , -.-,~ , .• _" .' 'L'.~ • 

( a) 

(b) 
( c) 

Raw and refined sugar and sugar in manufactured products all in terms of raw 
(94 ne.tti tre). 

Subject .to revision. 
Estimated. 

(iv) ~:' The numUer of dairy cows (in milk and dry) rose continuously from the' low 
wa;r,:t.i:.~e levels until March; 1950, but declined in the two years following. In' March, 
1952 (when' somemp;jo-rdairying districts were affected by severe drought) the 'numbers 
were about 7 per€:ent. less than the average number for the three years 1937 to 1939~ 
However, there was a small increase in numbers in 1952-53. Milk production during the· 
four seasons ended 1950-51 was at high levels mainly because of generally favourable 
seasonal conditions but fell sharply in 1951-52 to about 7 per oent. less than the 
pre-war level, as a result of the effects of drought in northern. New.South Wales and 
Queensland. In 1952-53, seasonal conditions were most, favourable in the main dairying 
areas and the output of 1,228 million gallons was only slightly less than the record 
production in 1949-50 and was 8 per cent. greater than average production for the three 
years ended 1938-39. Output in 1953-54 is estimated to decrease by about 3 pe'r cent •. 
from the high levei in 1952-53. 

Exports of butter, cheese and other milk products (expressed in terms of milk 
equivalent) fell sharply to 76 per cent. of the pre-war level in 1950-51 T'1".2.:":11:" 1::.C(''e'..lSS 

of increased oonsumption resulting from the lifting of butter rationing on 16th June, 
1950. . In 1951-52 reduced output of milk caused a further steep fall in exports to 30 
per cent. of the pre-war. level. Notwithstanding the high output in 1952-53, exports 'of 
all milk products in that year were only about 75 per cent. of average exports for the 
years 1936-31 to 1938-39. Exports in 1953-54 are estimated to fall to about 60 per 
cent. of the p1-e-war levels. 

Total consumption of milk (inoluding milk equivalent of milk produots) per 
head of population since the lifting of butter rationing in June, 1950 has been slightly 
higher than before the war. This, coupled ·with the inorease in population has oaused 
a considerable rise in total quantities of milk products consumed in Australia, which 
in 1953-54 were about 35 per cent. greater than pre-war. 



Relevant particulars of dEiiry cow numbers and production, exports and 
cons.-ption of milk are shovvn below. 

T1U3LE 6. 

Year 

Average 1936-37 
to 1938-39 

1946-47 
1947-,~.8 
1948-49 
1949-50 
1950-51 
1951-52 
1952-53(b) 
1953-54( c) , 

DAIRY COW NUMBERS li...WD PRO:UUCTI on 9 EXPORTS t.ND (:,ONSUMPTION OF 
MILK g AUSTR1~IA 

Number of Dairy. Production of 1 p.' "t ''IMilki 
Cow's (In milk & Milk. .uxpor (s a I 

Dry) at March ,(All Purposes) a) , . 

Consumption of Milk 
in 

Australia (a) 

tOOO 

3,211 
3,013 
3,085 
3,159 
3,191 
3,149 

, 2,973 
3,087 

( d) 

Index 

100 
94 
96 
98 
99 
98 
93 
96 

(d) 

Jiflillion 
Gallons 

1,142 
1,080 
1,173 
1,213 
1,242 
1,199 
1,051 I 

1,228 \i 

1, 193 
! 

Index 

,100 
95 

1C3 
·106 
,109 
105 
92 

108 
104 

~'Iillion 

Gallons 

452.2 
371.4 
478.9 
487.7 
477·5 
343.1 

I 134.7 
I 340.0 
1 269.6 

I 

I d I'Million 
n ex ' 

" IGallOnS 

I 100 _,I, 689.4 I 82 724·7 
'I 106 I 726.1 

108 I 734.8 
106 I 762·5 

76 I 886.3 
30 I 902. 9 
75 875.1" 
60 i 929.3 . 

(a) Inoludes milk products in terms of milk. 
(b) Subject to revision. 
(c) Estimated. 
(d) Not yet available. 

Index 

Total 

100 
105 
105 I,' 

107 ! 
111 \ 

i 129 j 

131 
121 
135 

Per head 
of Popul 
ation 

100 
96 
94 
94 
95 

107 
105 
100 
104 

(v) BEEF l~D VEAL: Numbers of cattle (other than dairy cows) rose oontinuously in eaoh 
post-war year until ~Carch, 1951. This was followed by a slight decrease in 1951-52 
owing to the effects of drought in northern beef-produoing areas, but the numbers rose 
again in 1952-53 and in March, 1953 reached the record figure of 12.2 million. 

Beef and Veal production rose c.ontinuously in eaC'h post-war year up to the 
peak: of 651,500 tons (14 per cent. greater than in pre-war years) recorded in 1950-51. 
This was followed by a decline to 581,900 tons in 1951-52 but output in 1952-53 rose 
a.gain, to 674,800 tons. It is estimated tha.t production reached a new peak of 703,000 
tons in 1953-54. 

Exports of beef and veal (including carcass equivalent weight of canned meat 
ejqJo:r-ts) which were oonaistently higher than pre-war exports in eo,ch post-war year up 
to 1950-51 declined to 14 per cent. less than the pre-war level in 1951-52 but exceeded 
the pre-war exports by 48 per cent. in 1952-53 and are estimated to exceed the pre-war 
level by 57 per cent. in 1953~54. . ..~.' . .' . 

Gonsumption of beef and veal per head of population in Australia was lower 
than for the pre-war period by 15 per cent. in 1952-53 and by 11 per oent. in 1953-54. 
Owing to the increase in populationLtotal supplies consumed exceeded pre-war consumption 
bv 8 per oent.' in 1952-53 and by about 15 per cent. in 1953-54. 

Particulars of cattle numbers and production, exports and c9nsumption of beef 
;"i:"if~alare shown in the foll.wing table. 
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Year 

TABLE 7. (;ATTLE NUlJi:BERS A"KD PRODUCTION, EXPORTS lul"D CONSUMPTION OF 
BEEF AND VElili g AUSTRALIA 

I No.of Ciattle' I Exports of 
(other than No.of Cattle Production Beef and 1 

for Meat and Veal 

Cionsumption of ]3eef 
and Veal in 
Australia 

Dairy Cows) , Slaughtered I of Beef Veal I 
at March aj 

~I~---~----~----+---~I~' ----~-I·-o-o-o-+~--~I--r-o-oo~I'--~I~n~d-ex------
1 1000 I Per head 

\ 
rooo iIndex '000 Index/tons Index tons Index'!1 tons 'I 

( b) (b) (b) ITotal of Popul 
-J ation 

------------~I------~--_+-----~----~--_4------+_~--~---+_!--~~--~~--~--
Average 1936-37'1 . 
to 193~-39 9,933 100 3,605 100 569.1 100 133.6 100 !1435~5 

1946-47 ,10,414 105 "13,164 88 487.8 86 153.3 115 333.5 
1947-48 110,700 1 108 3,378 94 562.0 99 164.3 123 386.8 
1948-49 \10,965 1 110 I' 3,494 97 577.3 101 152·9 114143204" 
1949-50 11,4491' 115 ;3,608 100 606.5 107 1153.4 115 ,462.9, 
1950-51 12,080' 1221'3,735 1041651.5 114 138.0 1031503.2 
1951-52 11,920 120 3,686 1021581.9 102 114.3 861473.9. 
1952-53(0) 12,160 122 j3,948 I 110 674.8 119 197.3 it,8 ','47 2•8 1' 

100 
77 
89 
99 

106 
116 
109 
108 
115 

100 
70 
80 
87 
90 
96 
88 
85 
89 1953-54(d) I (e) 1 (e) 4,390 ~ 122 17C3. 0 124 1210 •0 ! 157 500.0 

----- ----------- ---~----~--------
(a) Inc-Iudes exports of oanned meat in terms of carcass weight. 
(b) Ciarcass weight. 
(0) Subject to revision. 
(d) Estimated. 
(e) :Not yet available. 

(vi) MUTTOl'l" AND LAMB: Particulars of sheep and lamb numbers anet mutton and lamb 
production, exports and consumption are shown in the follo"wing table. Following the 
extremely low level of slaughterings and mutton and lamb production in 1950-51 and 1951-52 
sheep slaughterings and the production of mutton and lamb reached a post-war peak in 
1952-53 but fell again in 1953-54. Exports of mutton and lamb represented only 27 per. 
cent. of pre-war exports in 1951-52 but were 5 per cent. greater than the pre-war level 
in 1952-53. Exports in 1953-54 fell to about 65 per cent. of the pre-war level. 
Seasonal .·ondi tions and other :Pactors cause very pronounc-ed fluctuations in slaughterings 
and export s. . 

TABLE 8. Sf-::EEP }lTUl1BERS AND fRODUCTIOJif 9 EZPORTS il::JD (,OrSUMPTION OF 
MUTTON IJfD LA/Ifill ; AUSTRALIA 

Year 

Average 1936-37 
to 1938-39 

1946-47 
1947-48 
1948-49 
1949-5C 
1950-51 
1951-52 
1952-53(0) 
1953-54(d) 

I 1 }To.of Sheep I Exports of I Consumption of I No.of Sheep I Production 
and Lambs and Lambs 

of Mutton ! Mutton and Mutton and Lamb 
at March I 

Slaughtered 
and Lamb Lamb I in Australia 

for Meat ! ( a) 

! I ! i 

I 
I I~rQX 

fOCO 1000 i : 1000 
Mill- I i Mill-: tons Index, tons I Index tons 

\ Per head 
ion ,Indexi' 'Index Total of Popul ; I ~on (b) (b) I (b) ! j ation - I : I I 

111.6 100 118.9 I 100 1319.0 100 88.81 100 230.2 100 100 
95.7 86 17·9 95 1302 • 6 95 80.3 1 90 231.4 

I 
101 92 

1C2.6 I 92 16.6 88 
1

295
•

3 93 59.0 ! 66 241.5 105 94 
108.7 

\ 

97 18.3 97 320.4 100 54.3 \ 61 256.7 112 99 , 
112·9 101 2003 108 

1
358

•
1 112 101.6 114 264.5 115 98 

115.6 I 104 \15.7 i 83 274.3 86 34.2 39 236.4 103 85 
117.6 

1 
10 5 116 •0 85 \282. ,~ 89 23.8 27 249.6 1 108 87 

123.1 110 121.7 115 ,395.1 12/, 93.6 105 304.9 I 132 104 
127.1 ! ,114 120.7 

\ 
11(; .358 .5 112 57.7 j 65 i 3C7.1 ! 133 102 t I \ I ; 1 , 

( a) 
(b) 
( c) 
(d) 

Includes exports of o~nned meat in terns of carcass weight. 
C~rcass weight. 
Subject to revision. 
Estimated. 



11. 

(vii)lIf.arHER FOOD PRODUS1.§.: Partioulars of the production, exports and cons'tl-mption of 
other food products are shown in detail in later sections of this Report. Production of 
barley and oats has been at a very high 19vel -in Fost-war.years and a:new,record in 
barley production is: estimated for 1953-54. The deoline in production of pig meats in 
recent years continued in 1953-54. Recorded egg production increased slightly in both 
1952-53 and 1953-54.; The 1953 dried vine fruit crop exceeded pre-war produotion for the 
first time since 1948 and was a record. The 1952-53 apple and po,tato crops were poor 
but increased production is e~tim~ted' to have' occurred. in '1953-54:' 

Cliiii) amJSUMPTISl! ,OF FOODSTUFFS: Details of the consumption of foodstuffs and 
beverages expressed in pounds per head of population per annum are shown in fourteen 
commodity groups in the following'table f0r the average of the three years 1936-37 to 
1938-39 1 the average of the three years 1946-47 to 1948-49 and_ for eaoh year 1950-51 to 
1952-53. Apparent consumption per head of population'was lower in 1952-53 than in the 
previous year in the case of most foodstuffs, the largest decreases being in respect of 
sugar, white potatoes, beef, butter, pulse and nuts, fruit and vegetables and flour. 
The principal foodstuffs for which increases in consumption per head were recorded were: 
mutton, lamb and table margarine.' 

The estim~ted quantities of foodstuffs entering consumption shown in the 
various tables throughout this report are over-stated by the inclusion of food which has 
been exported in the form of individual gifts forwarded by parcel post to the United 
Kingdom and elsewhere'('\verseas. The quantity inv:olve.d reached a peak of 10,800 tons 
in 1947 but from that year it commenced to decline. As from September,~951 complete 
data are not available but it is officially recognized that the downward trend has 
continued. Further reference to this scheme and the Food for Britain Fund, which 
oeased operations on 11 th November, 1950, will be found in earlier issues of this Report. 
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2. 
; .. 

LEVEL OF lTtJTRIEl'l"T INTAKE -, In order to determine whether the quanti ties of the various foodstuffs passing 
int~ oonsumption are likely to be sufficient for adequate nutrition, it, is necessary to 
convert':foodstuffs into nutrients. The basis for the calculations.ih this section of 
the i iepo'rt,'wi th som'e modifica'iiion's, i's the ta1)le of nutrient conversion factors 
pubiished in the Report to the Parliament of the Common:wealth of Australia - Food 
Oonsumption Levels in Australia and the United Kingdom (Government Pr:inter, Oanberra, 
1945). ; The nutritive values of the food passing i,ntoconsumption during the year 
1952~53: are shoWn in' Table 10 foll'owin'g, with comparisons for previous years in Table 11 
and, with other countries in Table 12. 

Al though a comparison may be made b~tween the estimate of nutrient intake 
and theoretical requirements, .no Qonclusio~s regarding: the nutritional status of the, 
community should be drawn from this comparison, because of the laok of precise ' 
information concerning the human,,requirements of certain nutrients. '. The Nutrition 
Oommi ttee of the National Health and Medical Research Council of Australia has drawn ,up 
a t'able:of Recommended Dietary; All'owc'.l1cOS '3S a: basis f'or the ;;lc.,nning of diets, ru'le. d,ny 
comparisons noted in this section refer to these recommended allowances. (The Medical 
Journal of Australia, Volume 2, Page 113). 

The following summarizes t4e principal changes in the level of nutrient 
intake during the year 1952-53 in comparison with 1951-52. The'deciine in intake of 
calories and all nutrients in 1952-53 directly reflects the decline in the preliminary 
1952-53 estimates of quantities of foodstuffs available for consumption per head. 

CALORIES. 

The number of calories available, measuring the energy-yielding value of the 
diElt, is lower as a result of decreased supplies of practically all, foods, the 
reduction in supplies of sugar' and flour being responsible for the major part of the 
decline. The estimated daily intake of 3050 calories per head is, however, stili at 
a high ;level. 

! • 'The intak,e of all nutrients is, below tl1at of tl1e previous year, commensurate 
with the decrease in calories. None of the differenoes is likely to be of much 
nutritional significance, and the levels of intake are within the range of the recommended 
allowances. ' 

ASOORBIC A(;ID (Vi tanin C). 

The intake of as~~rbic acid is again reduoed, as a result of the lower 
cons'umption of'pota:toe::f and t'omat'Oes, continuing the downward trend that has been 
evident since 1948-49. 

As no deductions have '. been made for losses of this vitamin in cooking, th~ 
actual intake is likely to be lower than the estimated figure, but nevertheless higher 
than the recommended allowance, which is 30 mg. per day for all groups other than 
pregnant and lactating women p~d adolescents. 

OALCIUM. 

The intake of calcium is lower in 1952-53 than in the previous three years, 
as a result of the reduced consumption of milk, both liquid and processed. 

11lQ!. , 

The intake of iron, although lower than during the previous year' as a result 
of the reduction in consumption of vegetables and pulse is still at a satisfaCtory ievel. 

Vi T AMIN A. 

Because of the reduce~ consumption of green and yellow vegetables and butter, 
the intake of vitamin A is lower, but this is partly offset by the ~ncreased consumption 
of offal. 

There has been little Change in the intake of protein, tbiamine,: riboflavin 
and niaoin. 
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SOURCE OF PRINCIPAL NUTRIENTS: AUSTRALIA 

25 

25 

PRE:"WAR AND 1952 -53 

PRE-WAR - AVERAGE 1936-37 TO 1938-39 

TOTAL 

PROTEIN 

TOTAL 

CARBOHYDRATE 

TOTAL 

ASCORBIC ACID 

L.G.V. 
POTATOES VEGETABLES 

TOMATOES & 
CITRUS 

GRAMW£S 
160 

80 

40 

FAT -

INTERNATIONAL 
UNITS 
6000 

3000 

1500 

VITAMIN A 

CALORIES 

GRAtN 
PRODUCTS 

SUGAR&. 
SYRUf'S 

COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS 
CANBERRA>A.C.T. ' JULY,1954 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 
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3. PRODUCTION 2 DISTRIBUTIONAl'W CuNSUMPTIUN OF INDIVIDUAL COJ\,EdODITIES 

(i) 1!~lk and Milk Products (Excluding Butter) 

The production of whole milk for all purposes during the year 1952-53 
was approximately 1,227.8 million gallons. This was 176.6 million gallons (17 per cent.) 
greater than the output during 1951-52, and 86.1 million gallons (8 per cent.) greater 
than the average output for the three years 1936-37 to 1938-39. 

During the three years ended 1938-39, 78 per cent. of Australia's 
milk supply was used for butter-making, 5 per cent. for cheestll manufacture,3per cent. 
forcondensary products and 14 per cent. for fluid oonsumption and other purposes. 
There has since been a oonsiderable decline in the use of milk for butter,' with 
corresponding increases in -the quantities used for other purposes, the proportions in 
195~-53 being 64 per cent. for butter, 8 per cent. for ch~ese, 7 per cent. for oondensary 
products and 21 per cent. for other purposes. The most notable change has o~currQd in 
the proportion used for other purposes (mainlY for ~onsumption as fluid whole milk), 
which increased from 14 per cent. of total production in 1938-39 to 21 per cent. in 
1952-53. 

Details of the quantity of whole milk produced and used for various 
purposes in the years 1948-49 to 1952-53 are shown in the following table in comparison 
with the average for the three years 1936-37 to 1938-39, and the average for the three 
years 1946-47 to 1948-49. 

Average 
Average 
1948-49 
1949':':50 
1950-51 
1951-52 
1952-'53 

TABLE 13 : PRODUCTION & l.TTILIZATION OF WHOLE MILK • AUSTRALIA 
( , UCU Gall ons) 

Quantity used for -
Total Butter Cheese 

Year ~Whol e Milk (Factory (Factory 
Condensary 

PrOduced & Farm) & Farm1 
Prod'uots 

1936-37 to 1938- 39 1,141,776 8919755 54,933 33,226 
1946-47 to 1948-49 19 155,130 740,857 91,642 78 9 739 

1,212,644 781,230 93,720 87,653 
1,241 ,759 806,682 96,757 8.9,565 
1,199,716 762,692 96,532 84,828 
1,051,287 630,771 , 87,360 76d24 

( a) 1 ,227,843 7799 842 101,806 85,916 

(a) Subject to revision 

Other 
Purposes 

161,862 
243,892 
250,041 
248,755 
255,664 ' 
256,832 
260,279 

Details of the production and utilization of milk and milk produots 
(excluding butter) are shown in the table below for the year 1952-53 in comparison with 
the earlier periods specified. 

During 1952-53 productirn of powdered milk at 36,900 tons, was 42 per 
cent. greater than during the previous year and 5,100 tons or 16 per cent. in excess of 
the previous record in 1949-50. Production of other preserved milk products was less 
than thai( recorded for the previous year, condensed and concentrated milk by 1 per c·mt. 
and infants' and invalids' foods by 17 per cent. The output of all preserved milk 
produots, expressed in terms of whole milk equivalent, amounted to 85.9 million gallons 
which was 9.6 million gallons (13 per cent.) more than the previous year. The record 
of 89.6 million gallons WaS established in 1949-50. 

Following the large inoreases in production of oondensary products 
since the pre-war years, the quantities of these items exported have shown corresponding 
increases, more noticeably since 1947-48. Exports of powdered m~lk during 1952-53 at 
25,700 tons (representing 70 per cent. of total prOduction) were more than double the 
previous highest exports recorded in 1951-52. 

The produotion of cheese in 1952-53 at 46,800 tons WaS 6,200 tons 
(15 per oent.) greater than in the previous year and 2,000 tons (5 per cent.) above the 
previous reoord established in 1949-50. Exports rose from 18,100 tons in 1951-52 to 
23,700 in. 1952-539 but were slightly below the level recorded in the immediate pOst-war 
years. 
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, . ...... . _.-." ,,. .. - . 
.... 

! Average Average 
11952-53 Particulars 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1950-51 1951-52 (a) 

1938-39 1948-49 
" 

FLUID YffiOLE IHLK( Million .Kallons) 

Net Change in Stocks - - - - -
Production 1,142 tic 1.55_ 1,20<') 1,051 1,228 

• Total SUEEliesg 1,142 1,155 1,200 1,051 1,228 

Exports (inol. .ships I Stores) - - - - -
Miscellaneous Uses (b) 981 922 964 811 985 
Australian Consumption ( c) 161 233 236 240 243 

. -C01mENSED .A}ifD CONCE1""I'RATED 1~ILI< (I JOO tcn~) 

Net Change in Stocks ( d) (e) (- ) 1 . 1 (- ) 0.7 (-) 0.5 ( +) 1.6 
Produotion 21.7 56.9 68 • .2. 69.2 61?.~ 

Total Suppl ies: 21.7 58.0 69.6 . 69.7 66.9 
r- --

Exports (incl. Ships I Stores) 8.5 32.4 35.4 31.6 40.7 
Australian -jonsumption 13.2 25.6 34.2 38.1 26.2 ---.---

- ~" 
. ,."' 

I I 

1(+) 0.5 Net change in stocks. (d) (e) (:.. ) 0 •. 2 . . ,,' (-) 0.2 (-)'O~1 
Production .2. • .:2 

.' 

21 • ...4. ?A. 2 26.0 36.9 

POWDERED MILK...l!.L(:OUO tons) 

T9t.aISupplies~ 9.5 2L6 24.4 26.1 36.4 
Experts (iml. Ships' stcres) 1 ~ 4 3.7 11.9 . 12~ 5 25.·7 
Australian GcnsurGption .. - -' 8.1 12.9 12.5 i 13.6 10.7 

INF.L'JTS I .Al\T]) n""'-vALID8' FeuDS (INCLUDING MALTED MILK) ('000 tons} 

N.et Change in Stocks ( d) (e) (- ) 0.2 1(- ) 1.3 i (_) 0.9 (- ) 1.0 
Prcduction 3.2 .9 .• 3 11.9 12.1 10.0 

Total SUEElies~ 3.2 ~.5 13.2 13.0 11 • .0 

Exports (incl. Ships' stores) 0.2 5.2 6.6 

I 
6.4 5.4 

Aust:ralianConstlInption' . 3.0 4.3 6.6 6.6 5.6 

(d) 
I 1(_) I (-) I 

Net Ghange in Sto!)ks (e) (- ) 1.0 0.1 0.3 i (-) 0.1 

CHEESE ('000 tons) 

Production 24.9 42.3 44.3 -.4.0.6 46.8 
Total SUEEliesJ 24.9 43.3 44.4 40.9 66.9 

Exports (incl •• Ships I Stores) 11.5 24.3 2").2 18.1 23.7 
Australian Consumpt.ipn 13.4 19.0 24.2 22.8 '23.2 

(a) Si.lbjeCtto rev~s~on. 
(b) Used in the manufacture of butter and. oheese and condensed, etc. 

milk products and ~onsumed as sweet oream. 
,( 0) Includes small quantities of milk consumed as ice ~ream9 for 

miscellaneous manufa~turing purposes and fed whole to livestock. 
(d) 
(e) 

Including imports. 
Not available. 

(t:) Excludes Powdered Butter Milk and Whey. 
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19. 
In the next .table details of the estimated supplies of milk and milk 

proC4\11i?ts. (excl 1i.ding butter) available for :::onsumption per head of population are shown 
for ~e years 1950-51 to 1952-53 in comparison with the average for the three years 
ended 1938-39, and the average for the three years ended 1948-49. 

TABLE 15 t, SUPPLIES OF MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS (EXCLUDIlWBUTTER) 

AVAILABLE FOR CONSm'[PTION g AUSTRALIA 

,Jomrllodi ty 

Fluid iVhole Milk -
Estimated Weight (b) 
A~tual quantity in gallons 

Fresh Cream 

jondensed Milk 
Full Cream-

Unsweetened ) 
Sweetened ) 

Skim Sweetened ) 

;o~centrated Whole Milk (0) 

P~wdered Milk.- Full Cream 
Skim 

Infaiits land Inval'ids I '~iods 
(Incl uding J\~al t~d Milk) 

Gheese 

(lb. per h~d per annum) 

Average Average 
1936-37 tc 1946-47 to 

1 038-39 t9~8-A9 
." 

240.2 311.6 
(23.4) (3').4) 

6.4 1.5 

3.2 4.0 

1 0 1 3.5 

2.6 3.2 
- 0.6 

1~O 1.3 
4.4 5.6 

1950-51 1951-52 

291.1 288.0 
(28.4) ( 28. 1 ) 

2.4 2.0 

4.2 5.6 

I .. I 

4.9 4.4 

2.7 2.8 
0.7 0.8 

. 

1.8 1.7 
6.2 6.0 

1952-53 
(a) 

285.0 
(27.8 ) 

2.0 

3.3 

3.3 

2.4 
0.4 

1.4 
5.9 

Total - As Mi.~~ Solids (d) 
-.======~=======_~~~ __ L_~~~~~~~~ __ L-~_ 

(a) Subject to rev~s~ono 

I 39.3 49.1 47.8 47.2 44.0 

(b} Estimated weight ofea gallon of milk, 10.25 lb. 
,.. (n) Mainly oonsumed as r'1e-·'~ream. 

(d) The t~ar figuTes are in terms of milk solids. Figur~s for 
\. .• indiv:taual "lomrnodi ties are actual net weight,i3. 

~ . '" 
The consumption, per head of ~l uid milk inoTeased from 240.2 lb. pre­

war to a peruc of 318.8 lb. in 1948-49, but has since steadily deolined to 285.0 lb. in 
1952-53. Consumption·,lJer head'" in the latter year,tvas 11 per '1ent. less than the peak in 
1948-499 but 19 per:::ent. greater than pre-war. These'trends in fluid milk oonsumption 
are largely reflected in Mnpumption of 811 milk and milk proQ.uots (exel uding ,butter) 
whiohincreased from 39.3 lb. (as milk

M

sollds), pre-war .to 49:8 lb. in 1948-49 but since 
that year has de::linQd to 44.~) in 1952-53. 

. . 
" . 

Cii) Me1it 

" 
Production of meat (bone-in-weight) in Australia during 1952-53 is 

estimated at 1 9 154,400 tons, ex-::lusive of approximately 55,700 tons of edible offal. 
This represents an increase of 205,400 tens (22 per '"lent •. ) on the previous year, 18 per 
oento en the average for the three -years ended 1938-39 and 23 per oent. on that for the 
thr~e imm~diate post-war years. 

The produ:ltion (~f b!'t'8f and veal 'was a record at 674,800 tons, this 
being 23,300 tons (4 per ~ent.) above that previously achieved in 1950-519 92,900 tons 
(16 per cent.) above 1951~52, and1l5,700 tons (19 per cent.) above the imr'lediate pre-war 
average. 

During 1952-53 there was a recovery in the produ~tion of mutton and 
lamb c0~pared with the comparatively low level in the two preceding years, 249,000 tons 
of mutton and 146,100 tons of lamb being produced during the twelve months. Mutton was 
73,200 tons (42 per cent.) a!ld lamb 39,600 tons (37 per cent.) above production for the 
previous year, and both were 24 per cent. above pre-war produ:ltion. 

The produ:::tion of pork declined during 1952-53 to 31,800 tons which 
was 3,200 tons or 9.1 per ~€nt. below produdion for the previous year, approximately 
the same as tffi average fer the three years 1946-47 to 1948-49, but 13,600 tons or 30 
percent. belo'\<7 the average production for the three years ended 1938-39. 



20. 

Baoon and ham produ¢tion at 38,700 tons increased slightly on the 
previous year, but was still oonsiderably below the average produotion of 45,100 tons 
over the three years 1946-47 to 194&-49. ,1 

The produ'}tion of edible o:'fal, which is not inoluded with the 
~arcass, is estimated at 55,700 tons in 1952-53 compared with 46,700 tons in 1951-52 
and average production of 48,000 tons during the years 1936-37 to 193&-39. 

Comparative details of the production of each class of meat are 
shown in the table below. 

TABLE 16: PR0DUCTIUN OF M]L~T (BONE-IN WEIGHT) 
('000 Tons) 

AUSTRALIA 

~.-.... 
Average Average 

Class of Meat 1936-37 to 1946;"47 to 1950-51 1951-52 
1938-39 1948-49 

Beef and Veal 569.1 542.4 651.5 581.9 
Mutton 201.4 176.5 161.8 175~8 

Lamb 117 .6 129.6 112.4 106.5 
Pork (b) 45.4 31.5 35.2 35.0 
Bacon and Ham, . ( Cure d Wei gh t ) 32.5 45.1 36.8 36.6 
Total Pigmeats (as Pork) 94.1 92.8 85._4_ 84.8 

Tot?-l : 98202 941.3 1011.1 949.0 -- -
Offal (Edibh:) 48.0 45.9 47 .~ ,. 46.7 

~. 

, . 
(a) SuoJect to reV2S2on. 
(b) Includes estimates for trimmings from baconer carcasses. 

1952-53 
(a) 

674.8 

249.0 

146.1 

31.8 

38.7 

84.5 
1154.4 

55.7 

Particulars of the production and utilization of meat are shown in the 
two tables following. 'In the first table separate d.,tails are given for each class of 
carcass meat, distinguishing between the quantities exported Or consumed as fresh or 
frozen meat and thE:). quantities used for eanning and ouring. Th('\.s.,cond table shows 
particulars of the produotion and utilization of total (larcass meat, canne.d meat and 
bacon and ham snd of all meat (exclud.ing offal) .;x:pr.ssed in terms of oaroaSs 
equivalent weight. 

During 1952-53 the e\xports of carca,ss moat showed a considerable 
increase on the previous year, 171,500 tens bone-in weight leaving the country, this 
being 1J4,200 tons or 155 per cent. mOre than during 1951-52. However, they were still 
23 per cent. below average ~iXports for the three years ending 193&-39. 'Jompared with 
the previous year, beef and veal rose by 84 per cent., mutton thirteen-fold and lamb by 
243 per cent., while pork deolined by 12 per cept. 1Nith the exception of mutton, 
exports of which were 108 per cent. abov~ the p~war level, all types were considerably 
below the average quantity exported during the three: years 1936-37 to 1938-39. Th~e 
has~ however, been a remarkable expansiQ.n in the exports of oanned meat which rose from 
59500 tons pre-war to 9')96)0 tons during 1952-53 ... 

Total meat ex'ports (inoluding canned and cured meat expressed in terms 
of ca.roass meat)9 estimated at 313950.'; tons in 1952-53, were slightly more than- double 
the quantity exported in 1951-52 and one-third as much again as was exported in the 
immediate pre-war and post-war periods. ~ 

Australian consumption of meat (in0luding cured and canned in terms 
of carcass weight) wa.s 839,800 tons in 1952-53 compared with 790,700 tons in 1951-52 
and average consumption for the years 1936-37 to 1938-39 of 749,800 tons. 
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• TABLE 17 : PRODUCTIon AND UTILIZATION OF CARCASS MEAT (a) J AUSTRALIA 
(1000 tons 9 Bone-in Weight) 

Average 'Average 
Partioulars [ 1936-37 to 11946-47 to 11950-51 1951-52 19~~)53 

--.--~ -------t-.J9JS:-.J.L....jJ.2.4..<?:-..AL_ __,_.-:...-_~ __ -..l. ___ _ 

Net Change in Sto~ks (0) 
Produo,tion 

,-

Tot~ SU12:plies~ 

Expor;§s (incl. Ships I stores) 
Miscellaneous Uses (e) 
Australian Consmnption 

Net Change in Stocks (~) 
Production 

Total Supplies 3 

EX1lort,s _ 
Misoellaneous Uses (e) 
Australian Consumption 

Net Change in Sto~ks 
Produ"ltion 

Total Supplies: 

Exports 
Aust~~!_an ,jon~~~ 

Net 
Pro 

Change in Stooks 
duotion 

I 
BEEF AND VEAL 

( d) ( +) 1.5 (+) 10.3 (- ) 3.8 
5.69. 1 ~.--- 651.5 581.9 
569.1 540·9 641.2 585.7 

120.8 101.6 81.5 51.7 
18.0· 66.6 71.5 69.7 

430.3 372.7 488.2 464.3 

MUTTON 

( d) (- ) 0.5 ( +) 2.8 ( +) 5.2 
201.4 176.5 161.8 175.8 

, 
201.4 177.0 159.0 170.6 

17.3 14.8 

I 
3.8 2.6 

- 8.2 12.7 11.6 
184.1 154.0 142.5 156.4 

LllMB 
-.-

(d) (- ) 1.5 ( +) 0.8 ( +) 3.6 
117.6 129.6 112.4 106.5 
117.6 U1.1 111 .6 102.9 

. 

71.6 45.0 20.4 11.3 
46.0 86.1 91.2 91.6 

, PIGMEATS (AS PORK) 

( d) (- ) 1.2 I (+) 0.5 ( +) 0.3 
92.8 85.4- 84.8 94·1 --

Total SU,2,21 ies, 

Exp 
Mis 
Aus 

orts 
cellaneous Uses ( f) 
tralian.Consumption (g) 

net Change in Stooks (::;) 
Production 

94.1 
13.7 
48.6 
31.8 

(d) 

r--' 
982.2 

Total Suppl ies g 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 
Miscellaneous Uses (f) 
Australian ~onsumption 

(a) Excludes offal. 
(b).Subject to revision. 
(0) Includes imports. 
(d) Not available. 
(e) For Canning. 

982.2 

223.4 
66.6 

692.2 

(f) For Canning and Curing. 

94.0 84.9 
6.3 5.6 

63.4 54.1 
24.3 25.2 

(- ) ·1.7 I (+) 14.4 ( +) 
941.3 1011.1 
943.0 996.1 

167.7 111·3 
138.2 138. 3 
63701 747.1 

(g) Consumption as pork, including Smallgocds and estimates 
for trimmings from baconer ~aroasses. 

84.5 
1.7 

54.8 
28.0 

5.3 
949.0 
943.7 

67.3 
136.1 
740.3 

( +) 6.0 
674.8 
668.8 

95.3 
110.8 
462.7 

( +) 0.5 
249.0 
248.5 

36.0 
20.8 

191.1 

(- ) 4.7 
146.1 
150.8 

38.1 
112.1 

( +) 0.7 
84.5 
83.8 

1.5 
58.3 
24.0 

( +) 2.5. 
1154.4 
1151.9 

171.5 
189.9 
790.5 
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22. 
TABLE 18 ~ PRODUCTIUN Alill UTILIZATION 0? MEAT {a} : AUS'IRALIA 

. . 

flOOO tons) . .. . .. 
I I Average 

I I Average I I 1952-53 Particulars 1936-37 to 1946-47 to I 1950- 51 
I 

1951-52 (b) 
1°38-39 i 1948-49 ! , 

, 

:JARCASS MEAT (Bone-in weight} 

l~et Jhange in sto-::ks(-::) (d) 
I 

(- ) (+ ) ! (+) 5.3 ( +) 2.5 r 1.7 14.4 
Production 982.2 

i 
941.3 ! 1011.1 I 949·0 1154.4 

I 

Total SUEElies~ 982.2 943.0 ! 99.6.7 I 943.7 1151.9 
Exports (incl ~ ShipstStores) 223.4 167.7 111..3 i 67.3 171.5 

I 
: 

Misoellaneous Uses (e) 66.6 138.2 138.3 
I 136.1 18909 I I Australian Conswnption 692.2 ·637.1 I 747,1 I 740.3 790.5 - I 

I 

CANNED MEAT ( Canned Weight} 
I .--

Net Change in Sto,'Jks (~) (d) i (- ) 2.8 : (-) 0.1 : (+) 1.6 lC-) 1.4 , 
Production 12.0 , 49.:) i 56.3 1 . 63.5 I 94.4 

I-

! Total SUEEliesg 51.8 
, 

56.4 61.9 
, 

95.8 .. 12.0 I i 

" 

(incl. i I I Exports Ships I stores) 5.5 42.8 I 44.6 I 53.7 90.6 , I , 
Aus tral ian ::Jonswnption 6.5 9.0 ; 11.8 8.2 I 5.2 I i 

BA::JON AND RAM ( 0ured Wei~ht2 
Net Change in Sto~ks (0) (d) - t (+) 0.2 i (+) 0.2 (- ) 0.6 
Production 32.5 45.1 

1 
36.8 36.6 3"8.7 

Total SUEElies: 32.5 i 45.1 36.6 I 36.4 39.3 
Exports. (incl.. Ships t Sto,res)·· 1.0 3. 1 3.0 I 2.8 2.0 
Miscellaneous Uses (f) - 2.1~ 2.9 I 6. 1 9.9 
Australian 0~nsumption I 31.5 39.~ 30.7 I 27.5 27.4 ->-_. __ . .._.-

-. --.---. 
TOTAL MEAT (In terms of Car~ass WeiB:ht} 

Net change in S.tocks ( lJ)(g) I ( d) ! (-) 3.3 1 (+) 14.6 ; (+) 3.0 ( +) 1. 1 
Produotion 982.2 I 941.3 1011.1 949.1 1154.4 

Total SUEElies3 . - 982.2 i 944.6 996.5 946.1 1153.3 ' .. 

Exports (incl. Ships I Stores) (g) 232.4 238.0 188.3 155.4 313.5 
Australian ::Jonswnption (g) 749.8 706.6 808.2 790.7 839.8 

(a) E:x:cJ.udes Offal , (b) Subject to reVlslon. (~ 1 Includes imports. 
(d) Not available. (e) Used for Clannine; and ::luringc (f) For canning. 
(.g) iJanned and ::ured meat is in:}luded at its car~ass equivalent. weight. '. -.. . . 

-. 

Details cf the s;.lpplios of ;:neat available fo~ ')onswnlJtion per head of 
pcpul atIoil are shown in the follo'Ning table. 

The basi~ de,ta relating to supplies of meat moving into consumption 
are given ;in terms of pr.imary nistri bution weight j ·i. e. on a cold "Jarcassweight basis, 
as this is a ~cnvenient measure for the 1")omparison of the weights of meat conswned in 
different forms. . Forexampl e, some 2i lb. of car~ass meat are required to produc~ 1 lb • 
of canned corned beef, although some of the fat dces 

, 
not go into the canned product but 

remains available for conswnption or fer export separately. Carcass w~ight indioates 
"quantity" from the production point of view9 retail weight reprosents "c.,.un;ity" from 
tllG retail purchaSlOl point of view; odi~le weight represents "quantity" from the 
consumption point of view and is used in the calculation of nutrients. 

Meat rationing in Australia commenoed on 17th January, 1944 and 
terminated on 21st June, 1948. Details of the ration scales operating during this 
period were given in Se~tion 5 of Report No. 2. 



23. 
As a result of the rationing of meat, the consumption per head fell 

frorrt~he pre-war figure of 253.0 I b •. carcass weight and reached its lowest point in 
1946-~7 at 201.7 lb. There was a rise in 1947-48 (the last year of rationing) to 216.8 
lb. followed by further inoreases following the lifting of rationing, to 232.9 lb. 
oaroass weight by 1949-50.: Consumption during 1950-51~ however, declined to 226.6 lb. 
Carcass weight and to 216.5 lb. ·3arcass weight during 1951-52. 1952':'53 saw an increase 
to 225.4 lb. . 

Beef and veal cons1l.mption per head inoreased continuously from 86.7 
lb. (carcass weight) ·in 1945 to 131.6 lb. in 1950-51. However, during 1951-5.2 and 
1952-53 there were-marked de~lines to 121~8 lb. and 118.5 lb. respectively, which is 
far below the pre-war average of 144.1 lb. The oonsumption-of mutton at 49.1 lb. per 
head carOaSs weight, while being above the level of the post-war years, was still low 
compared vlith consumption pre-war. (59.8 lb.). Lamb oonsumed per head (caroass weight) 
sinGe the War rose to 28.2 lb. in 1948-~ but by 1951-52 had fallen to 24.0 lb. There 
was 8:n inf}rease during 1952-53 to .. 28.7 lb. This was lJonsiderably above the pre-war level 
of 15.0 lb. 

Pork consumption has fluotuated sinoe 1946-47 around 7.0 lb. per head 
OarCass weight but at 6.1 lb. during 1952-53 was 4.3 lb. or 41 per oent. below the 
average consumption for 1936-37- to 1938-39 of 10.4 lb. The particulars relating to pork 
consumption embrace all pigmeats other than baoon and ham and include that used for' small 
goods. At 7.0 lb. per head, bacon and ham consumption is 45 per oent. 'belOW the 1946-47 
pe ak of 1 2. 7 1 b. 

Owing to divergontoutting pra<::tioes by various butchers in this 
country and beoausn of the diffioulty of olearly defining the term "retail weight of 
meat"" it is~onsider~d.impractioable to derive a satisfacto~y f~ator for the purposes 
of expressing estimated meat consumption in terms of retail weight. Depending on 
cutting practices employod and whether or not bones eye. sold to customers are included 
in retail weight of meat~ the retail weight as a proportion of carcass weight ranges 
from about 60 percent. to 75 per '1"lnt. for beef ~ from 80 per cent. to 95 per cent. for_ 
mutton and lamb and from 90 per oent. to 95 per cent. for pork. However, approximate 
estimates of the edible weight of meat ~onsumed have. been used for the purpose of 
oalculating nutrient intak~ • 

. TABLE 12 I SUPPLIES OF lVIEAT (INCLUDING CURED, CANNED .AND EDIBLE OFFAL) 
AVAILABLE FOR ::ONSUMPTION : AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per head p~r annum) 

Averago 
Commodity 1936-37 to 

1q38-39 

Beef and Veal (b) 144.1 
Mutton (b) 59.8 

Lamb (b) 15.0 

Pork (b) 10.4 

vffal 8.4 

Canned Meat ( '}) ( d) 
Be,con and Ham (e) 10.2 

Total (b) (f) 253.0 

(a) Subject to reV1S1on. 
(b) Carcass weight. 
(0) Canned weight. 

Average 
1946-47 to 

1948-49 
108.9 

45.1 

25.2-

7.1 

8.9 

2.6 

11.7 

215.7 

1950-51 

131.6 

38.4 

24.6 

6.8 

8.8 

3.2 

8.3 

226.6 

(d) Inoluded under fresh meat at its CarCass weight. 
(e) Cured weight, 
(f) Inoluding Offal. 

1951-52 

" 
121.8 

41.0. 

24.0 

7.3 

9. 1 

2. 1 

7.2 

216.5 

1952-53 
(a) 

11,8.5 

49.1 

28.7 

6.1 

10..3 

1.3 . 

7.0 

225.4 

I -, " ' I 
! 



Although details of the quantities of poultry and game entering 
00nswnption in Australia cannot be measured pre~iselY9 evid~nce available suggests that 
0onsumption during the years j 1945 to 1947-48 was higher than in previous years owing 
to the shortage cf foodstuffs for poultry) resulting in the disposal of surplus birds 
for table Use and the demand for meat off the ration. 

While reliable details are not readily available and figures quoted 
are possibl;: deficient, available data indicate that since the lifting of meat 
rationing on 21st June, 1948 there has been a fall in the ~onsumption of poultry and 
game per head~ whi~h is estimated at 15.1 lb. Carcass weight (8.8 lb. edible weight) 
during eaoh of the years 1948-49.tc 1952-53:1ompared with 16.1 lb. oarcass weight (9.3 
lb o edible weight) in 1947-48 and average consu!ption of 9.7 lb. ~aroass weight (5.6 
lb. edible weight) duringfue three years ended 1938-39 • 

• Uthough an ~llportant foedstuffs in many countries, fish is not 
a staple item in the diet of Australians. During the war while meat was rationed, the 
den:.and for fish in;)reased 9 but owing to shortage of manpower and equipment 9 production de 
declined~ and it continued to be in short supply. Away .~rom the seaboard, fish is 
cons idered somewhat of a 1 uxury. 

The productio.l of fish i:l Australia over the I ast few years has 
generally increased. »uring 1952-53 the re00rded catch was 78.8 million lb. (fresh 
round weight), whi:::h was 7.0 million lb. (10 per cent~) greater than in the previous 
year. 'llhese figures exclude the catch by fishermen other than commercial fishermen, the 
production by "amateurs" being estimated as equal to 10 per 'Jent. ofoommercial produ~ 
tion for the purpose of this Report. The production of ~rustaceans and moll uses during 
1952-5'3 totalled 30.6 million lb. (fresh round weight); this being 5.9 million lb. (24 
per cent.) greater than 1951-52. The increase was due pTincipally to larger quanti ties 
of oysters harvested although there were also inoreases in the crayfish and prawn catch. 
The consu,'11ption of fresh fish per head of population, at 5~O lb. edible weight during 
1952-53, Was 9 per cent. less than that of'the previous year. The decrease was due 
principally to a substantial redu"}tion in imports of fresh fish (from 30.6 million I 'b. 
to 17.6 million lb. fresh round weight), which more than offset the inorease in lOcal 
produJtion. Separate data for ·fresh and oured fish are not available prior to 1950-51 
but the consumption of 'lured fish probably was of the same order as durii'lg the last two 
ye.?.rs, ::.. e. ':'. 9 lb. Qu:z:-ed T,;'cight per head. The_ ':lonsumption of':lrustaceans and moll uses 
per head haB remained fairly steady. 

Prior to the war, the consumption of~anned fish in Australia was 
almost entirely from imported supplies. Since the war, fish canning in Australia has 
shown a marked development and in 1951-52, 22 per cent. of total canned fish consumed 
~as from local supplies. During 1952-53 there was a substantial reduotion in imports, the 
level beingorJyapproximately 25 per 1ent. of the quantity imported during each of the two 
previous years. As a consequen"le, 'Jlli th· no in':lrease in the quantity of IO'lally produced 
oanned fish ::onsumed 1 oonsumption per head of~anned fish fell from 3.3 lb.oanned weight 
during 1951-52 to 1.3 lb. canned weight during 1952-53. This is far short of the 
ir:mediate pre-war figure of 4.1 lb. 

'rotal consumption of fieh (in:::ludingcanned) during 1952-53 is 
estimated at 67.9 million Ib~ edible weight (7.8 lb. per head) as compared with 88.3 
million lb. edible vleight (1).3 lb. per head) in the previous year. This is equivalent 
to apprOximately 138.9 million 1 b o fresh round weight and 166.2 million lb. fresh round 
weightrespe1tively. The decrease occ~red in canned fish as mentioned in the precGding 
paragraph. 

It is worth noting that the recorded produ~tion of squid has 
in:::reased considerably in recent years as a result of demand from European migrants. 
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~ Parti~ulars of the estimated suppiies cf eaoh oommodity inoluded in 

this group availabJ,e.for 'consumption duri,ng the three pre-war years 9 the three post-war 
years and in' ea'.}h year 1950-51 to 1952-53 are shovm in the table below. 

JABLE 20 : SUPPLIES (iF POUL'I'RY, GAMEAHDFISH AVAIL_@~E Fl-,R tjONSill,IPTION 3 AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per head per annum) 
.... - ! Average i 

Commod,i ty 1936-37 to 
19 3&. 39 

Pqultry ( CartiassWeight) ) ( 
Rabbits and Hares (:::e.roass ) 9.7 .~ Weight) ) 

Fish - Fresh (b) 6.4 
(in'cl. Cured Smoked & I Sal ted\ (b) i (0) 

.- ' .. 
Crustaceans & Molluscs I 

(b) I 0.7 
Canned - Australian 

I " Origin (b) ) 
Imported (b) I ) 4.1 

I 
I 

Total Edible Weight: 
, 

16.8 
- I 

(a) Subje~t to reV1s~on. 
(b) Edible,weight. 
(c) Inoluded with Fresh, 

AV8rage 
1946-47 to 

1948-49 

10.4 

5.4 

5.7 

( c) 

0.6 

( 3.0 ( 

18.5 
-

(iv) Eggs ~~d Egg Produ~ts 

, i 1952-53 
j 1950-51 \951-5 2 

(a) ! 
9.7 9.7 9.7 

5.4 5.4 5.4 

5.0 5.5 I 5.0 
I ; 

1.0 0.9 0.9 

0.7 0.6 , 0.6 

0.8 0.7 0.7 

I 2.7 2.6 0.6 

I 18.9 19.0 I 16.5 

Statisti':'ls of egg produ ~tion mus t ne,cessarily be a~fJepted .wi th some 
reserve. In the absence of a ~omplete census of egg produotion 9 whi,h would involve 
considerabl'e labour and expense 9 it has been necessary to. compute a figure based upon 
the best nata available. The production shewn in the following table is based upon the 
records of Egg Boards of produ'1tion fromsreas under their control, plus estimates of 
production from uncontrolled areas and by "back-yard" poultry-keepers based on data 
obtained from other sources, lin this basis it is estimated that the level of total egg 
produotion in 1Q52-53 was about 108 9 600 tons (equiva1ent to about 185 million dozen) 
oompared with maximum prcduotion of 1229000 tons (208 million dozen) in 1946-47 and the 
pre-war average of just under 9,),00) :irons or about 154 million dozen. It should be 
noted that the estimated decline in total egg produotion since 1946-47 is based very. 
largely on tr:ends in oommeroial· production (controlled by Egg Boards). Data as to the 
trend in non-controlled procluction are at p:;:-8sent very inadequate. 

Exports cf shell eggs during 1952-53 amounted to, 12,600 tons, 
oompared with 8,500 tons during the previous year and average eXports of 7,600 tons 
during the th:r:ee years ended 1938-39. The post-war peak was during 1949-50 when 14,000 
tons were exported.' 

The quantity of egg pulp exported prior to the war waS negligible, 
but amounted to 10,600 tons (expressed in terms of weight of shell eggs) in 1952-53. 
This was more than double the quantity exported in 1951-52. 

The processing of egg powder Was introduced during the war to meet 
the reqUirements of the Armed Forces in Australia and has since continued vn a reduoed 
s'}ale Qhiefly (up till 1950-51) for export purposes. During 1952-53 only 20'J tons 
(expresses in terms of weight of shell eggs) were produced 9 practioally the whole of 
whioh was oonsumed in Australia, leaving little surplus for export. 
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'< 
Comparative details of the production and utilization of e ggs a~ egg 

products are shown in the following table, 

TABLE 21 s PRODUCTION A1~ UTILIZATION CF EGGS AND EGG PRODUCTS : AUSTRALIA 

(1000 tons) 

Particul ars 

Net Ohange in Stocks 

I Production (0) 

Total SU;2J2l ies g 
I 

Average 
1936-37 to 

1938- 39 

Average 
1946-47 to 

1948-49 

. SHELL EGGS • -
(b) ( +) O. 1 

89.5 119.9 

89.5 119.8 

1950-51 I 
I 1951-52 
i 

( +) 0.2 I (+) 1 • 1 
110.4 106.9 

110.2 105.8 

Exports (incl. Ships I Stcres) 7.6 10.4 8.4 8.51 Miscellaneous Uses (d) 
Australian Consumption 

Net Change in Stooks 
Production 

Total SU;2plies 2 

Exports 
Australian Consumption 

Net Change in StoOks 
Production 

Total SUPJ2lies8 

Exports 
Miscellaneous Uses (f) 
Australian Consumption 

Net Change in Sto':)ks 
Produotion 

Total SUEJ2lies8 

Exports (incl. Ships' 
Miscellaneous Uses ( g) 
Australian Consumption 

3.2 I 22.9 
I I 

78.7 
I 86.5 I I 
I 

EGG PCWDER( e) : 

- I (- ) 102 i 

- 3.2 

- 4.4 

- 4.4 
- -

EGG PULP (Liquid Whole)(e) 

(b) 
i 

I (- ) 1.4 
3.2 , 20.0 

3.2 21.4 

0.3 12.0 
- 0.8 
2.9 I 8.6 

TOTAL EGGS (e) 
I 

(b) I i 

1 
89.5 

I 
I 

89.5 I 
i 
I 

Stores) 7.9 
-
81.6 

(a) Subject to reV1Sl0n. 
(b) Not available. 

(- ) 2.6 
119.9 

122.5 

26.8 
0.5 

95.2 

I 
I 
I 
! 

I 
i 

I 
I 

I 
I 
1 

I 

17 .0 
84.8 

(- ) 0.2 I 
0.7 I 

! 

0.9 i 
0.7 I 

I 
0.2 I 

! 

(- ) I (+) 0.5 
16.0 . 
16.5 

8.4 
0.2 
7.9 

(- ) 0.5 , (+) 
110.4 

110.9 

17 .6 
0.5 

92.8 

(c) In,)ludes estimates fJOr uncontrolled commercial 
production and produotion by self-suppliers. 

(d) For pulping and powder and wastage. 
(e) In terms of weight Qf shell eggs. 
(f) Processed into powder. 
(g) Wastage. 

14.9 
82.4 

-
0.3 

0.3 

-
0.3 

1.0 
14.4 

13.4 

4.9 
0.2 
8.3 

2.0 
106.9 

104.9 

13.5 
0.5 

90.9 

1952-53 
( a) 

(- ) 1.2 
108.6 

109.8 

12.6 
16.8 
80.4 

-
0.2 

0.2 

-
0.2 

(- ) 0.9 
16.4 

17.3 

10.6 
0.2 
6.5 

(- ) 2.1 
108.6 

110.7 

23.3 
0.4 

87.0 



'~ Gonsumpticn of eggs 
eggs ) per head, at 22. 3 lb. (204 AggS) 
since 1938-39. Supplies of shell oggs 
per head available for ~onsumption are 

27. 

(shell eggs, powder and pulp expressed as shell 
in 1952-53, was less than that for any year 
and the shAll egg equivalent of liquid whole egg 
detailed in the following table -

TABLE 2i. : SUPPLIES CJF EGGS AND EGG PRODUCTS AVAILABLE FOR 'JONSUMPTION 
AUSTRALIA. 

(lb. per head per annum) 

I , / I 
Average Averag~' 

I Commodity 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1950-51 1951-52 
1952-53 

,1938-39 1948-49 
( a) 

.-

Shell Eggs 
I 25.7 25.4 22.9 I 21.6 20.6 

Egg Powder (b) -
I 

- 0.1 0.1 0.1 
I I 

Egg Pulp (~iquid Whole)(b) 0.9 2.5 2. 1 I 2.2 1.6 

Total Shell E~uivalent - I ! I 

1 b. per head 

I 
26.6 27.9 I 25. 1 I 23.9 22.3 

I I 
No. per head (c) 243 255 

I 
(a) Subject to revlSlon, 
(b) In terms of shell AggS. 

229 I 
! 

(0) The, average weight of an ogg in Australia 
is taken as 1.75 oz. 

(v) Gils and Fats (including Butter) 

219 204 

Reference is made in Section 3 (i) to the decline in the produotion 
of milk for butter since 1938-39 and the factors contributing to this decline. 
P,roduction of butter declined during 1951-52 to 135dOO tons, the,lo"'!8st reoorded since 
19.29:"'30. There 'was a marked' in~rease of 24 per cent. to 167,600' tons 'during 1952-53 ' 
this however, being still 23,400 tons Or 12 per cent. below the pre-war average 
production. 

The rationing of butter, which ·vilas introduced in June ,1943 and 
continued until 16th June, 1950, restricted the quantity :)onsumed in Australia and 
offset to some extent the effect of the decline in production, thus 'enabling exports 
to be increased to the extent of savings through retioning. Nevertheless, exports 
deolined greatly, and during 1946-47 alnounted to 60,70'J tons which was considerably 
less than the pre-war figure of 90,00') tons. Mainly as a r.sult of increased output, 
butter exports during the three years 1947-48 to 1949-50 were-comparatively high. 
However, consequent upon the lifting of rationing on 16th June, 1950, local consumption 
increased sharply in 1950-51 and exports decreased to 55,200 tons. In 1951-52 the 
'substantial fall in production caused exports to fall to 12,900 tons, but with the 
recovery in prodt'~tion during 1952-53? eYports rOse a,gain. to 50,300 tons. 

The production of table margarine for ,",onsumption in Australia is 
restricted by state legislation~ but output vms 'Jonsiderably expanded during the war 
years to meet the re quirements of the Armed For':les and rea'~h\?d a peak of 11 ~900 tons 
in 1944. Produotion up to 1949-50 Was well maintained~ as there was demand for this 
produotfor export purposes, but output has been restrioted to some extent be~ause of 
the shortage of ooconut oil and other oils and fats used in its manufacture. The 
greatly decreased production during 1950-51 is associated with the substantially 
reduced demand on home and oversea markets. Principally because of the acute shortage 
of butter during 195,1-52? state legislation was introduced to in'1rease the maximum allow­
able 'production of table margarine. As a result, produ'}tion inJreased from the post-war 
low of 3,800 tons during 1950-51 to 7,100 tons during 1951-52, the same level being 
maintained during 1952-53. This was 4,300 tons (154 per cent.) more than average 
production Over the three years ending 1938-39. 

The produntion of margarine other than tablef' arne-unted to 22,000 
tons in 1952-53, vlhinh Was 3,000 t02'lS (12 per cent.) less than the previous year but 
~,800 tons (80 per cent.) more than the average for the three years 1936-37 to 1938-39. 



28. 
Comparative details of the production and utilization of butter and'~ 

both grades of margarine are shown in Jme following table. 

TABLE 23 : PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF BUTTER AND M.'..RGARINE : AUSTRALIA 
(1000 Tons) 

Partioulars 

Net Change in Stooks 
Pro duo ti on 

Total SU~12lies: 

Exports (incl. Ships I 
Australian Consumption 

Net Change in Stooks 
Production 

Total SU1212lies: 
Exports 
Australian Oonsumption 

Net Change in Stocks 
Pro duo ti on 

Total Supplies: 
Exports 
Australian Consumption 

Average Average 
1952-53 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1950-51 1951-52 (a) 1938-39 1948-49 

BUTTER 

(b) (-) 3.6 (- ) 5.9 (+) 3.5 1(+) 2.7 
191.0 157.1 163.9 135.3 I 167.6 

191.0 1.60.7 169~8 131.8 164.9 

Stores)(c) 90.0 76.0 55.2 12.9 50.3 

. 

101.0 84.7 

MA.RGllRIN:E - TABLE --

(b) (- ) 0.6 
2.8 6.4 
2.8 7.0 

- 4.0 
2.8 3.0 

MARGARINE - OTHER 

(b) -
12.2 18.9 

12.2 18.9 

- 0.2 
.. 12.2 18.7 

(a) Subjeot to rev~s~on. 
(b) Not available. 

114.6 

(+) 0.2 (-) 
3.8 

3.6 
1.7 
1.9 

I (-) 0.3 ( +) 
22.2 

22·5 

-
22.5 

(c) Includes dry butter fat, ghee and 
tropical spread expressed as butter. 

118.9 114.6 

0.2 (-) 0.1 
7.1 7.1 

7.3 7.2 
2.1 0.2 
5.2 7.0 

0.1 (T) 0.3 
25.0 22.0 

24.9 21.7 

- -
24.9 21.1, 

As previously mentioned, butter rationing Was lifted on 16th June, 1950, 
and this Was followed by a sharp inorease in consumption of butter during 1950-51 to 
30.9 lb. per head of population with another increase' to 31.2 lb. per head in 1951-52. 
Probably due to some buyS-r resistanoe to increased prices, consumption fell to 29.3 lb. 
per head during 1952-53. This Was 18 per cent. more than the average consumption 
during the three years ended 1948-49, but 11 per oent below the pre-war level. 

',n th increased supplied of butter available, the consumption of margarine 
per head fell during 1950-51 by 17 per cent. to 0.5 lb. in the c~se of table grade and 
and by 8 per cent. to 6.0 lb. in the Case of industrial grade as compared with the 
previous year. Contributing factors to the decreasing consumption of table margarine 
were possibly the comparatively large proportion sent to attractive oversea markets 
and the non-competitive price of margarine on the home market as compared with butter. 
However, during 1951-52, a pronounced shortage of butter in certain ;a.reas followed by 
a sub~tantial increase in its price was, no doubt, largely responsible for an 
increased consumption of table margarine (up to 1.4 lb. per head). With the further 
increase in the price of butter and the reduction in butter consumption during 1952-53, 
table margarine oonsumption increased further to 1.8 lb. per head. Consumption of 
other margarine decreased from 9.5 lb. per head in 1951-52 to 5.6 lb. in 1952-53. 



29. 
Details of the estimated supplies of "visible" fats and oils available 

for consumption per head of population are shovVh in the following table for the three 
years ended 1938-39, the three years ended 1948-49 and for each year 1950-51 to 

19~~153. 
TABLE 24 : SUPPLIES OF "VISIBLZ" FATS AND OILS AVAILABLE FOR COliTS1ThTI?TION: AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per head per annum) 
.--' .'- . 

Average Average 
1952-53 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1950-51 1951-52 Commodi ty 

, 

, ' 

13utt'er 
Margarine ";':Table 

Other 
Lard 
Vegetable Oils and Other 

Total' Fat Content 

1938-39 1948-49 ", 

32.~ 24.8 30.9 31.2 
0·9 0·9 0·5 1.4 
4.q 5·2 6.0 6.5 
1.7 1.2 1.0 1.0 

Fats(1:J) 4.7 4.1 4.0 4.0 

37.6 30·9 35·9 37 .. ~ 

(a) SubJect to reVls~on. 
(b) ,Based on oonsumer survey data of'I1944, no 

data are available as to rece~t trends in 
consumption,. 

(Vi) Sugar and Syrups. 

The decline in the produotion of Cane sugar in Australia from the 
average for the three pre-War seasons 1936 to 1938 of 775, 700 tons of raW sugar 

(a) 

29.3 
1.8 
5.6 
1.0 
4.0 

35.~.' 

(804,400 tons at 94 net titre) to 581,600 tons of raw'sugar (605,300 tons at 94 net 
titre) in the 1947 season, arose ohiefly from wa~time oontingenoies. Labour shortages, 
insufficient supplies of fertilizers and variations in seasonal conditions all 
oontributed to the lowering of output. 

Following improvement in th~ labour supply for outting and milling and 
excel'lent seasonal oondi tions, cane sugar produotion showed a remarkable increase during 
the- 1948 seas,on to 915,000 tons raW basis (943,000 tons at 94 net titre). Production 
deolined slightly in the following tv{O seasons, but during 1951 fell SUbstantially to 
721,100 tons of raw sugar (745,400 tons at 94 net titre), principally beoause of 
drought conditions in the sugar grouing districts. 

However, folloYling a good season, oombined Vii th an increase in the 
acreage out, production of raW sugar during the 1952 season amounted to about 918,400 
tons (948,900 tons at 94 net titre), exceeding the previous record (the 1948 season) 
by 3,000 tons. During the 1953 season a record 341,000 acres were planted, resulting 
in an all time peak output of about 1,215,000 tons of raW sugar (1,254,000 tons at 
94 net ti tre~. 

The following table shows details of production and utilization 
sugar for 1952-53 with comparative details for the previous years indicated. 
be noted that the details given below for pos~var years refer to years ended 
30th June. Beet sugar is included. 

TABLE 25 PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF RAT! SUGAR AUSTRALIA 
('000 tons) 

.".. ....... ,.... 

Average Average 
Partioulars 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1949-50 1950-51 1951-52 

\ 1938-39 1948-49 
Net Change in Stocks (b) (+) 6.2(c) (+) 2·5 (- ) 10.4 (+) 5·8 (- ) 7.0 
Produotion (raw) 77903( d) 683.9 902 .~ 906·9 ,702.2 

.... Total SUl2l2lies: 
Exports (e) (including sugar 

77 3.1 681.4 912.9 901.1 709.2 

content of manufaotured 
products exported) 435.3 251.6 483.4 433.3 206.1 

Misoellaneous Uses (f) 11.2 21.0 19.5 21.8 23.8 
Australian Consumptio~ - " 

(inoluding sugar oontent of 
manufactured products 
consumed) (g) 326.6 408.8 410.0 446.0 I 479.3 
(a) Subjeo't to revision. Includes of impo~ted foodstuffs. 

of raW 
It should 

1952-53 
(a) 

(+) 35.3 
948.3 
913.0 

500.8 
17.0 

. 

395.2 
(b) sugar oon ten t 

(0) By balance. (d) Average three seasons 1936 to 1938 (e) Raw and refined including 
ships' stores. (f) Including duplication (Le. Golden Syrup and Treacle), industrial uses 
and losses in refiningr see Table 45. (g) In terms of refined. 
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.( 

,.30. .. In the next details of supplie's of sl,lg'ar (including 'sugar contained in 
. manufact1ll'ed p:o~ucts) and syI'Ups ava.iiable for consumptioh pGr head of~oPula ~ion..,~re 

shown for spec~f~ed years. ._, . . ... , ...•.. . 
TABLE 26 SUPPLIDS .OF SUGAR ·.AND. SYRUPS_AY~I.IIJ.ABLE"·FORC·ONStrM:PTION ; AUSTRAL.U 

•.. »: ..•.. ,. ...... " '(lb."per he~d per:'annum) .' , 
.. ".", ... ..;.....;..;,~--------------:........:--to--~.,..".._-.,....... .. -""'-.,;;;;.-O:;'.-;;.;;.:.'.;,;; .• .:: •• .:: ........ -+------"""'T'-....... --r-~...,.......,....~-

." Avers.ge Average I •..•. : .. : .. , ....... :,"c"., 

Commodity 

Refined Sugar .~ As $~gar 
,": '", i~. Manufaotured 

,Products 

. Tota.l: 
$yrups, H~mey and Gluooso 
,,(Suga;r.'9qnt,ent ) .,: .. ' 

. ~ ... Tb'tal SW}ar. Con tent~ 

(a) 

1936-37 to' 1946-47 to ; 19§().;',51 195j-5~ 
193$-39 194~49., .' 

68.7 61.9 

35'.9 51.0 52.3 56.4 

106.5 119.7 120.2 125.7 

" .,. 

5·5 .5 ... 9 .. ':·':·::':·6~O·';: ':'4.4 

112.0 125.3 126.2 130.1 

Subjeot to rGvision. 

:, 

.1952-53 
.',,(~), 

41.7 

101.2 

,~ .. - . 

4·5 

105.7 

The oonsumption of sugar (excluding that oonsumed in manufactured 
products) during 1946-47, the last oomplete year of rationing, Was 65.9 lb. per head 
oompared with 70.6 lb. per head during the pre-w~r period. In 1947-48, which included 
only two days of o ffi.cial rationing, oonsumption rose to 72.1 lb. per head but de,clined 
to 67.4 11:;. in the follo'f;ving year. By 1951-52 it had risen tot9. 3 lb •.. , but during 
1952-53 fell sUbstantially to '59.5 lb. 

'The-oonsumption of sugar in manufactured produots rose from 35.9 lb. per 
head pre-war to an average of 51.0 lb. per head d.uring the three years 1946-47 to 194s.:. 
49. Following a decline in 1949-50 to 46.7 lb. per head, consumption rose to 56.4 lb. 
in 1951-52, .but declined again during 1952-53 to 41.7 lb., 

Thees,timates of sugar oonsumption given in this report represen't a.pparent 
consumption mea:sured in terms of disposals of sugar by rElfineries and sugar content of 
disposals of sugar produotsby manufa.cturers. The estimates do not take into aocount 
stooks in the t"ol1owing categories in respect of ii"hich inadequate data a.re available _ 

(i) Vfuolesalers~ Tetailer~. and householders' stocks' of sugar 
(ii) Sugar oontent of stooks of manufactured products l1eld by ~roduoers,. 

wholesalers, . retailers and householders. 

In years in which significant moveme~ts in these unreoorded stocks oocur, 
the estimates shown ab.ove do not give a reliable indioation of actual htlJ].an consumption. 
Some evidence is available that in 1952-53 there were substantial withdrawals from 
these unrecorded stocks whioh is considered likely to have offset" to some extent at 
least the drop in the consumpti.on e.stimates shovvn. However, it is possible that some 
of the reduotion in 1952-53 sugar disposals by refineries and manUfaoturers of sugar 
products may 'have resulted from buyer resistance to inoreases in sugar prices which 
operated from Maroh and l~y, 19520 

The cansumptiori:ofsyrups (golden syrup .. ~<itreacle), hohey and glucose 
expressed in terms of sugarcont.entwas4.51b. per head in 1952-53comparedwi'tli'" 
5·5 lb. per head during the three years ended 1938-:-39. 

The consumption of all sugar a.n~syrups· (eJ(;pr~ssed as "sugaroontel1t)'per 
heaA 9f: popu1ation~ amounted to 105. 7 lb: ih 1952-53 cOI,llj?ared with 131.1 lb. in 
1951-52 and 112.0 lb. in the pre-\7ar period~ .. " . . ..• .. ' .. , .... 

(Vii) Potatoes (White andSl7eet) 

In thG follOWing table details relating to the production and utilization 
of white and sweet potatoes are ~own for thepre-Vlar pe~i0d, the average ,of th'e three 
years ~946-47to' 1948-49 and each, of the pote. to years ended Ootober,'195t to 1953~ 
The data relating to white potatoes have, been compiled fron information supplieclby 
State Potato Marketing Boards, in addition to that collected by State Statisticians,. 
plus an estimate for self-suppliers. 

Pro(iUction v"as'expanded con~iderably: during the' war years to' meet the 
requil'~ment of t};J.e Armed Foroes and reaoll.ed a pea.k of 686~400 ,.tons of m~rketa;ble 
potatoes in 1944:-45.. Produotion declined in ea;oh,SUC06ftCUngyear to '.1950-51, when the 
marketaple oroI' amounted to 408,900 tons.. 'Thiswas followed by a steep rise to 



513,900 tons in 1951-5~, declining again (to 440,100 tons) during 1952-53. 

After the War a .small expo:rt trade in potatoes Vias ouil t up, out oy 1951 
• quan~ ties exported to all destinatio:q.s had dVlindled to 7,200 tons. During 1951-52, 
howeve~, 4~000 tons were exportod. With deoreasedproduotion during 1952-53, exports 
fell again, 15,000 tons onlybeing shipped • 

. Prod,uotionof sweet potatoes in 1952-53;i8 eetimatedca'5 5,500 .tons 
. compared with the pre-war level of aoout 1,400 tons. 

\ 

TABLE 27 : PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF POTATOES : AUSTRALIA 
( I 000 Tons) 

Year·ended, 31st'Octooer-
! 

Particulars 
Avo rage 

1936-37 to 
1938-39 

Average 
1946-47 to 

1948-49 
1951 

I 1953 
1952 (a) 

Net Change in Stooks 
Prod~o.tion (0) ..... . 

To tal Suppl:i,es-: 
. "'Eiport'fj (in~i. ShipSf Stores) 

I\'[iscellaneous Uses (d) 
:Austr~lian Consumption (8) ... 

POTATOES, ~vRITE 

(0) 
360.4 

·360.4 
4.9 

31.0 
318.5 

.' 'H...POTATOES, ,C:;U'EET (1) 
, ". 

Ne.t Change in Stooks 
Pr.bduction • 

.~ : .. :.':".... "'~'''':-''Tb tar 'SuVPlie s: 

. _"_HE.ip~r.ts·· 
Australian Consumption 7.4 

.~ .. ' - ~ 

522.2 408.9 
25.6 1.2 
72.3 , ' 60.0 

. 424.3'" 34 f~7 

I 

(0) ! (b) 
5.3 

I 5.2 I 

5.3 5.2 

- -
5 .. 3 5.2 

(0) 
513.9 

513.9 

_." ... 

41.0 
60.0 

412.9 

(b) 
503 

' .... ":5.:3 
-

. 5.3 

i 

(0) 
440.1. '.' 

440.1 
15.0 
60.0 

365. 1 

. 

(b) 

5·5 

5.5 

-
5·5, 

\ \(a~: qubject ,to revision. (0) Not aVailable.. c) Marketable produotion. (d) Seed and 
....... wastage and quantitios used for aanning and dehydration. (e) Fresh potatoes only • 

.(f) Years ended June • 
. .... .. . 

T.heestimated consumption of potatoes rose continuously from the pre-war 
level of 106. 2 per head (103.8 10. of whi to and 2.4 lb. of sweet) until 1946-47, When 
a total.- of ,134.8; lb. (133.1 lb. of white and .. 1.7 lb. sweet) vias' c6nsumed~' By 1950-51 
oonst;UUptiol1 had' fallen to 93.5 10 •. (92.1 10. of white and 1.4 lb. of sweet), reoovered 
during· 1951-52 to 109.7 10. (10803, lb. of white and 1.4 lb. of sweet), but fell again 
during-1952-53 to 94.9 lb. (93.5 lb. of white and 1.4 lb •. ofsvveet). Comparative 
details ofiih.e .oonsump.tion of both white and sweet potatoes per head of population are 
shown in the follovving table. It should De. noted that little information is available 
oonoerning recent trends in home growing of potatoes and the estimates of total 
oonsumption shown oelow must therefore be rega..rded as approximate. 

TAJ3LE 28 : SUPPLIES OF POTATOES AND S1JEZiT POTATOES AV~ULA.BLE FOR CONSIDdPTION : AUSTRALIA 

Commodity. 

. White Potatoes (0) 
Sweet Potatoes (0) 

Total: 

~ (10. per head per annUm) 

Year .ended 
Average I 

1936-37 to Average 

1938-39 1946-47 to 1951 
1948-49 

103.8 124.2 92.1 
2.4 ·1.5 1.4 

106.2 125.7 93·5 

" 
\a) Subject tb revision. 
(b) Includes the fresh equivalent 
(0) Years ended June. 

" ; .: 

31st OctohI' -

1952 1953 (a) 

108.3 93.5 . 
1.4 1.4: 

109.7 94.9 

of canned potatoes. 

., 



32. (viii) Pulse and Nuts 

Details of the production and utilization od dried pulse (mainly blue 
peas, split peas and navy beans) and peanuts, the principal locally-produced commQdities 
in this group, are shovm in the following table. Prior to the war, Austt-alia'shpplies 
of navy beans were entirely imported, but the development of local production during and 
after the War has reduced import requirements to some extent. Formerly large 
quanti ties of peanuts v.ere imported from India for oil extraction, but because of food 
shortages in that country exports of these nuts have been withheld since January, 1946. 
Australia's supplies have since been confined mainly to local production, which rose 
from 7,000 tons pre-war to 22,800 tons harvested in April-May, 1947, but fell to 
15,800 tons harvested in 1948, and progressibly to 4,800 tons during 1952. To make up, 
in some part, the deficiency caused by the decline in production, Australia imported 
during 1951-52, 3,878 tons, (in-shell eqUiValent of kernels) 2,421 .tons of which \"lere 
from Indonesia, and 1,194 tons from China and during 1952-53, 4,127 tons, 1,952 tons 
from China and 1,466 to!l;s from the Union of South Africa • 

. The other commodities included in this group consist of edible tree nuts 
and cocoa (raw beans). Edible tree nuts consumed in Australia now consist principally 
of imported oooonuts and locally grown almonds and walnuts, while oocoa supplies are 
obtained entirely from imported beans~ 

TABLE 2 .: PRODUCTION liND UTILIZATION OF PULSE AND PEANUTS 
To06 tons 

Average Average 
Partioulars 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 

1938-39 1948-49 

DRIED PULSE 

Net Change in Stooks 

~~l 
(-) 3.1 

Imports 4.5 
Production bi 12.0 

TotalSu12121ie s: (b) 19.6 
Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) \b) 8.6 
Miscellaneous Uses (c) 
Aus~ralian Consumption 

Net Change in Stocks 
Imports 
Production 

Total SUl2l2lie s: 

Exports 
Miscell&"eous Uses (e) 
Australian Consumption 

(b) 1.1 
(d)4.5 9.9 

PEANUTS (IN SHELL) 

- (-) 0.4 
4.1 -
7.0 17.3 

11.1 17.7 
- 0.4 

6.9 4.4 
4.2 12.9 

(a) Subject to revision. 
(b) Not available. 
(c) Seed and waste. 
(d) Survay data. 
(e) Oil extraction and .. seed. 

1950-51 

(+) 0.5 
8.3 

12.0 

19,.8 
4.2 
0.9 

14.7 

-
2.2 
8.0 

10.2 

0.1 
1.4 
8.7 

AUSTRALIA 

1952-53 1951-52 (a) 

(+) 0.3 (-) 1.1 
~.(5 4.1 
12.8 8.2 

2?1 13.4 
2.9 2.3 
0~9 0·9 

18.3 10.2 

- -
3.9 4.1 
5.4 4.8 

9.3 8.9 

- -
1. 1 1.0 
8.2 7.9 

The estimated supplies of the oommodities in this group available for 
consumption per head of popUlation are .shovm in the following table. The oonsumption 
of dried pulse per. head inoreased considerably after the War and at 4.8 lb. in 1951-52 
Was more than three times the pre-war figure. However, due principally to a steep 
deoline in the Tasmanian blue pea crop, and a reduction in the imports of unprepared 
beans, oonsumption during 1952-53 fell to 2.6 lb. per head. The consumption of peanuts 
(as salted peanuts and as peanut butter or .paste) showed remarkable expansion from 
0.9 lb. pex head pre-war to an average of 2.5 lb. per head over the three years ended 
1948-49," but owing mainly to sharp falls in production, the consumption during the 
subsequent years deolined, and ~n 1952-53 was 1.~ lb. per head. The oonsumption of 
tree-nuts declined during the war, but in 1950-51 amounted to 2.3 lb. per head compared 
with 0.8 lb. pre-War. However, beoaus~ of deoreases in the production of Almonds and 
imports of nuts consumption fell to 1.4 lb. per head during 1952-53. The consumption 
of cocoa beans during 1952-53 deolined f:uom~5.lLave~age· of 3.4 lb. per head during .the 
thJ:oee ;yoars E!mdcd-4948-49 to 2.3 lb. per head, only slightly above the pre-war level of 
2.1 lb. 



33. 
Consumption of the wholo group per head rose from an averago of 5.3 lb. 

during the three years ended 1938-39 to a post-ivar peak of 11.7 lb. during 1949-50, but 
bY~52-53 had fallen to 7.6 lb. per head. 

TABLE 30 : SUPPLIES OF PULSE .Al\fD lWTS .".V;.IIJ1BL3 FOR CONSUMPTION : i.US1'R..'u,IA 
(lb. per head per annum) 

Average Average 
Coromodi ty 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1950-51 1951-52 1952-53( a) 

Dried PUlse 
Peanuts (b) 
Edible Tree nuts (b) 
Cocoa (raw beans) 

Total: (Edible' \iieigb. t) 

1938-39 1948-49 

1.5 2.8 4.0 
, 

0.9 2.5 1.6 
0.8 1.3 2.3 
2.1 3.4 3.3 

5.3 10.0 11.2 

(a) Subject to rev~s~on 
(b) -vleigh t wi thout shell 

(ix) TomatoGs and Citrus Fruit 

4.8 2.6 
1.4 1.3 
1.3 1.4 
.2·9 2.3 

10.4 7.6 

The estimated total production of fresh tomatoes and citrus fruit is 
shown in the follovdng table. The figures are based on the output recorded on 

.' 

growers' annual returns together with estimates of production by self-suppliers. 
Tomato production in the pre-War period is probably under-statod, owing to the lack 

. of comple te, data at tha t time. 

The table also shows details of the utilization of tomatoes (including 
tomato products expressed in terms of fresh tomatoes) and citrus fruit (including 
citrus products in terms of fresh fruit). Allowances for wastage of both products 
are also shown. 

Tomato production during 1952-53 at 103,800 tons was slightly lqss than 
pr~duotion during the previous year and also average production for the three years 
ended 1948-49, but well above pre-war production. During 1951-52 and 1952-53 
ci trus production declined oonsiderably from the lavel in 1950-51, but Was 
considerably more than for the pre-Viar period and only very little below average 
produotion for the years 1946-47 to 1948-49 

The quantity of 12,000 tons of tomatoes exported, recorded in the table 
below for the year 1952-53, includes 11,600 tons of estimated fresh equivalent of 
tomato products, half of which Ylas tomato paste exported to the United Kingdom. 
Exports of citrus fruit dUring 1952-53 totalled 43,200 tons (9,300 tons as fresh and 
3'3,900 tons fresh equivalent of natural oi trus jUice), compared vvi th average exports 
of 13,200 tons of fresh citrus fruit during the three years ended 1938-39 .. _ 

TABLE 1: PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATIOn OF 'l'OIJA'l'O:6S Al'VD CITRUS FRUITS : AUSTRALIA 
(! 000 'l'or.;3 

1· -
Average A·rerage I 

1952-53 Particulars 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1950-51-1 1951-52 
1938-39 1948-49 I (a) 

- ~-.:-.-.-

TOMATOES s FRESH (b) 
. - - i . - (0) (c) 1-(0) i -Ne.t Change in Stooks (- ) 4.5 , (c) I 10A.~ , 

Production id15Q.0 104e O -.3 1• 6 I 103.8 
Total SU1212liesg 50.0 108.5 91.6 104.7 __ t_103.8 

Exports (inol. Ships' stores) - 17.6 4.1 4.4 12.0 
-.iaste 2.0 4.6 

I 

4.0 , 4.6 : 4.5 
Australian ConsUInJ.)tion 48.0 86.3 83.5 

I 
95.7 ! 87.3 I I -,- I 

CITRUS FRUIT (b) 

Net Change in Stocks (0) . (0) (c) (c) (c) 
Production 111.0 144.6 171.3 138.1 135.7 

Total SU12plies: 111.0 144.6 111·03 138.1 135 .. 7 
Exports 13.2 14.0 29·3 37.9 43.2 
-I-/aste - 3.4 3.3 2·5 2.5 
Australian Consumption 97.8 127.2 138.7 97.7 90.0. 

(a) Subjeot to rens~on. (b) Includes fresh equivalent of manufactured products. 
(c) Not available. (d) Probably unde~stated because of the absence of complete data. 



34. 
In the ,next tablG~ det:J.ils!aro givGn of the estimated supplies of tJ:tese 

c.ommodi ties moving into consumption per head of population. ,As mentioned above {~e 
figures relating to tomato consumption in the pre-W'ar period are probably under-stated, 
mung to' the absence' of complete data re'lating to production. There was however, a 
distinot upward trend in the oonsumption of tomatoes per head from 21.9 lb. in 1945 to 
30.6 lb. in 1946-47. This subsequently declined to 22.4 lb. in '1952-,53. 

The oonsumption of citrus fruit rose from 31.9 lb. per head pre-war to 
'37.4 lb. in 1950-51" but had declinc.,::.to ,23.0 lb a by 1952-53.' 

It should be noted that the figures relating to consumption of oitrus 
fruit inolude some duplication, as no allowance has been made for fruit used in jam 
manufaoture. 

TABLE 32 : SUPPLIES OF TOWlATOES .AND CITRUS FRUIT AVAILABLE FOR CONSUIJPTION:,AUSTRALIA 
(lb. per head per annum) 

! I Average Average 
110 r l' h1 I I 1952-53 

Cor::r.:o d.:' t:r 1936-37 to :946-47 to 7)U-J 1951-52 
1938-39 1948-49 

Fresh Tomatoes (b) (c) 15.7 25.3 22·5 
, 

25.1 
Fresh Citrus (b) 31.9 37.2 37.4 25.6 
Total Fresh Fruit Eg,ui vale!! t 47.6 62.5 59.9 50.7 

, 
\ -\a) Sucject to reVJ.sJ.on. (b) Includes manl.~£':..ctured products in terms of fresh. 

(c) Probably under-stated owing to absence of complete data. 

~L Other Fruit and F~uit Produots 

(a) 

22.4 
23.0 

45.4 

Details of the production and utilizdion of fresh fruit (other than 
tomatoes and citrus fruit) and products t:lc','oof, viz., jams, dried fruit and Clanned 
fruit, are shown in the table below. 

The production of fresh fruit (excluding citrus fruit and tomatoes) 
amounted to 498,700 tons during 1952-53 co,~,:J)arec.. Vii th 540,100 tons during the previous 
year (a reduction of 8 per cent). The tote.2 decline Was brought about prinoipally 
by falls of 14 per cent in the production of apples, 15 per cent in aprioots and 
18 per oent in bananas. These were o~fsec to some degree by an increase of 24 per 
oent in pineapple produotion. Compared wi tll earlier years, produotion during 1952-53 
Was (6, per cent below the levol in 1950-51, 7 per cent 'beloW the average for the three 
years ended 194[>-49 but only 2 :per cent beloi7 average produotion for the three 
immediate pre-war years. Exports increased ;:::~ing 1952-53 to 109,900 tons, from 
81,100 tons dt::,;,:,ing 1951~52. This is more than double the average quantity exported 
during the three years 1946-47 to 194&-49, and is approaching the pr~-war level of 
116,600 tons. 

Jam production expanded greatly af')r the pre-war period and the peak of 
89,700 tOYlS in 1·9n~,~B ';;C,S 50,800 't'):"G 0::" ::;'.)2'>:) tll2.l'l 1~O :par cent above the average 
production for the three years ended 1938-39. There Was a steep drop in 1948-49 and 
subsequent years and by 1952-53 output had fallen to 35,200 tons. ".Expl:>rtsot j~jL;Ln 
19~~-53 at 4,900 tons were subs-~;;1.l1tially INver "than in all other post-war years and 
Yiere only 1,100 tons greater than the average exports during the three immediate pre­
War years, 

The p.rod~ction of dried vine fruit was 72,000 tons in 1952, oompared with 
56,200 tons in 1951, 67~9CO tons in 1950 and average production of 80,500 tons during 
the three years ended 1939. Exports at L~9, 200 tOYlS during 1952-53, while being a.bove 
the level of recent years, were belovv the :?re-.wa::..~ level of 63,000 tons. 

The production of dried tree f:;uits Was up on the previous three years, 
'but imports were down by from a half to a third compared with the same period. 

Canned fruit output durir,g 1952-53 Was only 85 per cent of output during 
the previous year, 94 pe~ cent of 1950-51, but in excess of other post-War years. It 
Was 47 per cent greater than average rroduc~ion over the three years ended 1938-39. 
The production of the main pack (apricots, peaches and pears) Was 72,900 tons in 
1952-53 compared 'liuth the record output of 85,900 tons in 1951-52. Exports of 65,600 
tons of all canned fruit were at a record level. 
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TABLE 33 PRODUCTION AlfD UTILIZATION OF OTHER FRUIT AND 
FRUIT PRODUCTS : AUSTRALIA 

( I 000 Tons) 

Average Average 
Particulars 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1950-51 

1938,.. 39 194&-49 

FRESH FRUIT (EXCLUDING TOM.ATOES AND CITRUS FRUIT) 

Net Change in Stocks 
Production 

Total Supplies: 
Exports (incl. Shipst stores) 
Miscellaneous Uses (d) 
Australian Consumption 

Net Change in Stocks (c) 
Production 

Total SUl2l2lies: 
Exports (inol. Shipst Stores) 
Australian Consumption 

Net Change in Stooks 
Pl."Oduotion 

Total SUl2J2lies: 
EXJ?,orts (inol. Shipst Stores) 
Miscellaneous Uses (e) 
Australian Consumption 

Net Change in Stock~ 
ltiiports 

. Production .. 

Total SUJ2plies: 
Exports ( incl. Shipst Stores) 
Australian Consumption 

--
Net Change in Stooke (0) 
Production 

Total SUl2l2lies: 
Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 
Australian Consumption 

(b) (b) 
(c)509~ 533.9 

. 509.-5 533.9 
116.6 50·7 
104 .. 7 (e) 185.7 
288~2 297 .5 

J.AMS -
(b) I (+) 4.9 
30>9 74.2 , ~ , ... 

38.9 69.3 
3.8 26.8 

35 .. 1 42·5 
DRIED VINE FRUIT (t) 

(b) (b) 
80.5 74.6 
80.5 74.6 
63.0 48.5 
1.7 4.4 
15~8 21.7 

DRIED TREE FRUIT 

(b) (- ) 0.4 
5.5 4.5 
5.3 5.9 

10.8 10.8 
1.8 2.1 
9~0 , 8.7 -Ck'TNED FRUIT - . -

(b) r (- ) 9·7 
66.6 1 80.2 
66.6 I 80 .. 9, 
34.7 I ' . 43.6 
"). ~ . <l I 37.3 ... / 1"-,,, I 

Su.l?jeot to revision. 
Not available. 
Inoludes imports. 
Processing. 
Inol udes wastage. 

(b) 
531.0 
531.0 
83.2 

165.9 
281.9 

! (-) 3. 9 ! 
I 

56.8 I i 

60.7 
19.0 

1 41.7 t 
.... , 

(b) I 

67.9 

67.9 
34.4 

6.8 
26.7 

I (b) 
I ~ . 4.3 

5.1 
9.4 
1.1 
8.3 

!(+)114.7 
I 104.7 

90.0 
45.3 
44.7 

1951-52 

(b) 
540.1 
540.1 
81.1 
15~.5 
300.5 

(+) 2.8 
49.6 

46.8 
9.0 

37.8 

(b) 
56.2 

56.2 
'31.5 

2.9 
21.8 

(b) 
6.7 

. 4.3 

11.0 
1.3 
9.7 

( +) 2.0 
114.8 
112.8 
52.2 
60.6 

35 

1952-53 
(a) 

(b) 
498.7 
498.7 
109.9 

I 
148.0 
240.8 

(-) 3.0 
35·2 
38.2 
4.9 

33.3 

(b) 
72.0 

72.0 
49·2 

4.0 
18.8 

(t>, 
2,.7 
5.7 
8.4 
1.4 
7.0 

(-)8.0 
98.1 

106.1 
65.6 
40.5 

oF'; .• 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 
(t) Data for fcst-waryears relate to years ended December. 
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Details of the supplies of the commodities included in this group 

moving into~onsumption per head of population are shown in the following table. ,The 
consumption of fresh fruit per head during 1952 .. 53 at 61.7 lb. 1.JVas the lowest reoo~ed 
sin1e annual ~onsumption ~aloulations were commended in 1936-37. It was only 66 per 
')ent. of the immediate pre-war and 71 per oent. of post-war per 1)apu't oonsumption, 
and 78 per ~ent. of oonsumption during 1951-52. Jam consumption per head has steadily 
declined since the war, and stood at 8.5 lb. in 1952-53. Dried vine and tree fruit 
consumption Was also at a very low level and at 4.8 lb. and 1.8 lb. per head respect­
ively, compared most unfavourably with earlier years. 

Available statistics indicate that the cons~ption of canned fruit .. 
dec~ined by 5.5 lb. per head (35 per cent.) to 10.4 lb. sime the previous year, but 
was only slightly below average oonsumption for the three years ended 1938-39 and 1948-4~ 
It mUst be emphasised however, that~ as mentioned in the prefaoe to this Bulletin? data 
used in caloulatingoonsumption are deficient to the extent that no information is 
available on changes in wholesalers' Or retailers' sto~ks. Available evidence suggests 
thai there may have been a net withdrawal from these sto~ks during 1952-53, and as a 
oonsequence, per oaput consumption was probably higher than the offioial caloulat!ons 
show. Estimated consumption of the whclegroup, expr"ssed in terms of fresh fruit per 
head of pO:l:lulation, was 103.5 lb. in 1952-53 compared with the post-war peak of 145.0 
lb. reached in 1947-48 and an average of 141.8 lb. in the three years ended 1938-39. 

Fresh 
Jam 
Dried 

TABLE 34 : SU::?PL.IES OF FRUIT (OTHER THL"'IJ" TOMATOES .AND CITRUS FRUIT) AND 
PRODUCTS THEREOF AVAILABLE FuR CuNSUMPTIUN 3 AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per head per annum) 
-

Average Average I 

11950-51 COllli'TIodi ty 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1951-52 
1938-39 10 48-49 I 

Fruit 94.0 I 87.1 I 76.0 78.8 
11.4 12.4 11.2 9.9 

Fruit - Vine (b) 5.2 6.3 7.2 5.7 
Tre~ 2.9 2.5 2.3 2.6 

Canned: Fruit 10.7 10.9 12. 1 15.9 
Total (Fresh Fruit Equivalent) 141.8 140.7 132.6 133.6 -

(a) Subject to revision. 
(b) Data for post-war years relate to year ended December. 

(xi) L~afy, Green and Yellow Vegetable~. 

1952-53 
( a) 

61.7 
8.5 
4.8 
1.8 

10.4 
103.5 

Data relating to production of vegetables in:}luded in this and the 
following group are obtained from commercial output as returned by growers at the 
annual ·oensus of farm production, to which have been added allowances for production 
by self-suppli·ers. The vegetables included in these groups do not inolude potatoes, 
which are shown in Section 3 (vii); Pulse, shown in Section 3 (Viii); and Tomatoes, 
shown in Section 3 (ix). 

It is emphasized that the annual census makes provision for growers 
to record their production in units in whi~h they are normally marketed~ e.g. details 
of potatces and other root crops are ccllected in tons 9 ~abbages9 cauliflowers, etc. in 
dozens, whilst others are obtained in such units as bushels, bags, bunches? cases, etc. 
In e~ressing these items in terms of tons of 2,240 lb. ~are has been taken to obtain 
appropriate factors from offi~ial sources, and while theirpreoision has not been wholly 
established, it is ac~epted that any margin of error is not sufficient to impair their 
reliability to any extent. 

The production of vegetables WaS nonsiderably expanded during the 
war years to provide increased supplies in fresh and prooessed form for the Armed 
Forces. Since the war, ourtailment of production has taken place and there has been 
a downward trend in consumption, but this may have been offset to some extent in more 
recent years by inoreased home growing of vegetables. How~ver, data concerning recent 
trends in "baok-yard n vegetable produ:::tion are not at present available. 

Following the end of the war, the production of canned vegetables 
in~uded in grcups (xi) and (xii) declined from 41,200 tons in 1945 to 20,;00 tons 
in 1952-53. Green peas comprise the principal portion rf vegetables nov' being oanned. 
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;,( Attention is directed to the qua.lification relating to stocks (viz. 
1 ack of data on retailers' and wholesalers stocks ) ~ mentioned in the prefaoe. Ji3 a 
result of the deficienQY in stocie data, the actual consumption of canned vegetables 
may possibll' be somewhat higher than is indioated by the official figures. 

Particulars relating to the production and utilization of'leafy, 
green and yellow vegetables in the fresh and oanned form are shown in the following 
tabl'e. 

, ' , 

TABLE 3:.2; PRODUCTIon Arm UTILIZATION OF LEAFY, GREEN AND YELLOW 

VEGETABLES g AUSTRALIA. 
C'o,)otons) 

Particulars 1950-51 

FRESH 

Net ChfJ,llge in Stocks (b) i (b) I (b) i 
ProduiJtion 

' , 

(b) 2J4.5 214.5 I 
I 

Total Supplies: (b) i 204.5 214.5 
Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) (b) I 4.4 3.0 
MiscelJ.~ane9t1~ 1Lses (0), ' . (b) I 27 ~ 7 28.9 
Australian Consumption (b) I 172.4 I 182 .. 6 . 

-' I: 
....... 

CANNED 
, ,.,~ . .. _... .. ~. .. 

nei:Change I {~~: (- ) I ( +) in Stocks 1 .. 3 I 2.2 
-I 

,-
I J ProduCtion -- 12.0 1 J. 7 '. I 

, Total SUEEliesg I (b) I 13.3 1 11.5 
Exports (inoi ~ Ships' Stores) (b) I 4.5 I 0.6 I 

I 

Australian Consumpt:ion I (b) 808 I 10.9 I 

(a) Subject to reV~s~ono 
(b) Not available. 
(0) Canning and dehydration and waste. 

1951-52 

i (b) I 
212.8 

21208 
2.8 

34.6 
' 175.4 

.c +) 1..6 -
'n .8 
16.2 
O.T 

i5·5 

'Ii 1952-53 
(a) 

j (b) 
208.1 

! 208.7 

2.4 
32.9 

i 173.4 

(+)8.5 
14.9 
6.4 
0.6 
5.8 

In the next table details are shown .of the consumption, per head of 
population, of thei tems included in this group. Consumption of the ~up as a whole 
has declined someYVllat since t9~.3, owing principally to the reduced supplies of fresh 
legUmes avail"able. It should. be noted that no allowance has been made for a.n;r upward 
'trend Which may have occurred. in "back-yard n production to offset the decline in 
commel'cial ,. suppl i~s • 

,", .' 

Cabbages 
Lettuce 
Carrots 

TABLE 36': SUPPLIES OF LEAFY, GREEl~ AJ."'ifD YELLOW VEGETABLES 
AVAILABLE FUR C()NSUMPTION g AUSTRALIA. 

(lb. per head per annUm). 

I 
AVerage Aver{'fge 

Commodity 1936-37 to 1946-47 to. 1950-51 1951-,2 
. ";- ., , . 1938-39 1948-49 

and Greens (b) 25.9 24.7 24.8 21.3 
(b) 7.9 4.2 3.8 3.8 

10.8 9:9 9.9 10.2 
Fresh Legumes 

~b) 
b) 24.5 11.6 10.7 10.8 

Canned - 2.6 2.9 4.1 
Total 0 (b) 69.1 53.0 . 52.1 50.2 . 

(a) Subjeot to reV1s~on. 
(b) These figures relate to 1943. In the' absence of data 

, f?r the pre-war period, consumption is assumed to 
be the s'?J!le < as in 19~3, for the purpose of .nu.trient 
cal cul a tions. 

1952-53 
(a) 

'20.1 
4.1 

.' . 8.2 
12.0 
1.5 

45.9 



(xii) Other Vegetables 

The vegetables included in this group are listed in the appropriate, 
table shown in Seotion 5. They exclude those speoified in group (xi) - leafy, grlen 
and yellow vegetables - and also exclude potatoes, white and s1]',eet (see group 7); pulse 
(see group '8); and tomatoes (see group 9). 

The comments included above in respect of group 9 apply also to this group 
of vegetables. The relevant details relating to production, utilization and 
consumption per head of population are shomn in the two tables following. Consumption 
of this group per head has increased in total since 1943. 

TABLE 37 I PRODUCTION .AND UTILIZATION OF nOTHER VEGETABLESI1 (a), 
AUSTRALIA 

('000 Tons) 
I 

Average Average 
Particulars 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1950-51 1951-52 

1938-39 1948-49 
FRESH 

Net Change in Stocks (c) (c) (0) (0) 
Prcduotion (c) 302.7 279.1 296.3 

Total SUppliesl (0) 302.7 279.1 296.3 
Exports (incl. Ships! Stores) (0) 14.8 2.5 5.3 
Misoellaneous Uses (d) ( o~ 20.4 16.2 17.5 
Australian Consumption (c 267.5 260.4 273.5 

CANNED 
Net Change in Stocks 

., 

~ ~~ (-)0.3 (+)2.3 -
Production 3.3 7.8 10.5 

I 

I 
Total Supplies: (c) 3.6 7.8 8.2 I 

E~orts (incl:. ,Ships t Sto'res) (c) 0.5 0.4 0.9 I 
I 
I 

Australian Consumption (c) 3.1 7.4 7.3 ! 
! 

; 
i 1952-53 I (b) 

( 0) 
274.0 

I 274.0 
9.4 

15.2 
249.4 

(+)0.7 
6.0 
5.3 
0.9 
4.4 

(a)'Vegetab;tes other than leafy, green and yellow vegetables, potatoes (white and 
sweet) pulse and tomatoes. (b) Subject to revision. (0) Not available. (d) Canning 
and dehydration' and waste. 

g SUPPLIES OF "OTHER VEGETABLES" AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION AUSTRALIA 
(lb. per head per annum) 

Average Average 1952-53 
Commodity 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1950-51 1951-52 ( a) 

~ 1938-39 1948-49 
Other Fresh Vegetables (b) 58.9 78.3 70.1 71.8 63.9 
Other Canned Vegetables - 0.9 2.0 1.9 1.1 

Totalg (b) 58.9 79.2 72. , 73.7 65.0 
(a) Subject to revision. (b) This figure relates to 1943. .Ln 'the absence of data for 
the pre-war period, consumption is assumed to be the same as in 1943, for the purpose 
of nutrient caloulation. . 

(xiii) Grain Products 

The harvest of barley and oats for grain in the 1952-53 season exceeded 
that of any previous season, standing at 35,045,000 bushels and 43,''23,:,000 bushels 
respectively. Increased production of both grains was due to increased plantings and 
increases in the yield per acre. In the case of barley the increase in yield was 
substantial, and at 25.5 bushels per acre was a record. Maize production during 195~53 
was 4,967,000 bushels, which, while being above production for the two previous seasons, 
was below the general level for earlier years. 

Wheat production at 195,208,000 bushels was 22 per cent above that of the 
previous year, 11 per oent above average production for the three immediate post-war 
years and 26 per cent above the average for the three immediate pre-war years. 
However, while being high, production has been exceeded in recent years, e.g. in 1949-50 
(21 8,221,000 bushels), 1947-48 (220,116,000 bushels) and 1939-40 (210,487,000 bushels). 
The acreage sown to wheat has been steadily de·::lining since 1947-48 and in 1952-53 was 
only 10,384,000 aores. It is interesting to note that this is only 56 per cent of the 
record acreage sown in 1930-31. The average yield per acre during 1952-53 at 19.1 
bushels, was a record and 37 per cent above the average yield for the previous ten years. 

Wheat sowings in 1953 showed a slight upward trend and production in the 
1953-54 season is at present estimated at 199 million bushels. 
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39· 
. . D,etails of the: production of the principal cereals for grain during each 

of tb,a, yeat-s, :l95Q-;51 to 1952-53 in comparison with average produotion during the five 
yeaJ:;¥nde~ 1938-39 and t~:e three years ended 1948-49 are shown in the following table. 

TABLE 39= PRODUCT10N OF CEREALS FOR GRAIN , AUSTRALIA 
( '000 Bushels) 

, . 

Average' Average 

Crop Five Years }'years 
1950-51 1951-52 

1952-53 
ended ended (a) 

1938-39 1948-49 
Barley - 3-row 8,459 15,141 20,811 151)476 29,633 

6-row 1,293 1,604 2,060 2,432 5,412 
Maize 7,338 5,721 4,729 4,018 4,967 
Oats 17,002 26,621 25,128 34,506 43,623 
Rice 2,274 2,798 4,118 3,048 3,964 
Wheat 154,325 176,027 184,244 159,725 195,208 

ea) Subject to revision. 

Details of the produ~tion and utilization of wheat are given in cereal 
years in the following table for the average of the three years ended 19~39t the 
avarug"e/for : the three. years ended 1948-49 and each year 1950-51 to 1953-54. 

TABLE 4Q , PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF WEEAT : AUSTRALIA 
(Million Bushels) 

Particulars 

Average 
Three Years 

ended 

Average 
Three Years 

ended 

Year ended 30th November-. ~ , .-i-----

30th Nov. 1939 30th Nov. 1949 
1951 195211~~~ 1954(b} 

Opening Stocks (incl. 
.Flour as Wheat) 
Production 

Total Available Supplies. 

1;'Y"·~1't s - Whe at 
- Flour as Wheat 

.;. .<' .,i. Consumption­
[i'lour as Wheat 
3toc~ Feed Wheat Sales 
Seed 
Retained on Farm 

J:cr'~ = :cfast Foods & Other .use s 
~j; (: .. ;i'ng Stocks' (incl. 

:::: our as Wheat) 
~;(~ t31 Disposals: 

""G;J:i':SS (+) or Deficiency (-) 
,::~ Disposal s over total 
;'·.·ilable supplies' (f) : .. 

10.2 

~64.1 

174.9 

75.0 
~0.6 

30.9 
9.3 

14,.6 

~~.~, 
14.5 

174.9 

, ... .. 

19.9 

176.0 

195.9 

60.5 . 
37.1 

33.9 
21.8 
12.8 
4.3 
4.2 

19.5 

85.9 
41.6 

37.6 
27.4 
10.5 
4.2 
4.3 

19.41 16 •9 

159.7 1 195.2 19 0 .0 ._-
179.1 212.1 236.7 

45.6 60.7 
35.2 41.3 

39.0 39.1. 
.23.9 "18.4 
10.2 10.5 
3.5 5.8 
3.8 3.0 

(e) 
(e) 

19.4" 16.9 37"7 (e) 

Hi.8 rl-)2.9 Hi.o (+),.41 -

Included with stock feed.~icluded --7 ::;)'"Subject to'revision. (b) Estima1;ed. (c) 
wi L~ Flour. (e) Not yet available. (f) Includes allowance for' .unrecorded mc" ements in 
:'T()~';CS, gain Or 10.s8 inoutturn, etc. 

Details of ' the production and utilization of the principal products from 
'.,;;:)3t and othel:' cereals ar.e shown in.the following table. . .. 

. . 
The production of flour (including wheatmeal for baking) during i952-53 at 

i~"),900 long tons, was 15,900 long tons less than the record produotion of tlle 
~;.. "ious year, but 371,900 long tons $2 per cent) more' tha.n the average of the three 
1'.,,--diate pre-war years, and represented an increase o:f 90,500 long tons (6per cent) on 

i:'. average for the three years ended 1948-49. Since the war, the quantity 8J:ported 
;-.,,- varied between 700,000 and 800,000 long tons, and during 1952-53 amounted. to 780,300 

., tons~ this was 205,300 long tons (36 per cent) more than the pre-wa~ ave;:ageo 

During the four years ended 195Q-;51 the production of milled ri0e remained 
'·, ... rly constant at a lev91 of some 5,000 to 10,000 tons above that of the three pre-war 
years, but in 1951-52 production increased sharply to 46,500 tons. There was however 
a decline during 1952-53 to. 40,800 tons. Restrictions on the free sale of r;~e to. the 
public were lifted on 3rd October, 1950, and in conjunotion wi th this during "95Q-;51, 
14,700 tons were made available for Australian consumption as oompared with 
approximately 3,000 tons ~er annum in previous post-war years when consumption was 
oonfined mainly to essential oonsumers. During 1951-52, 11,900 tons were consumed 
locally, but this fell to 13,300 tons in 1952-53. The high consumption during 1950-51 
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was made possible by heavy net withdrawals from stock, but during the two following 
years, supplies were obtained from current production, there being a small net addition 
to stocks during these years. Exports declined during 1951-52 and 1952-53 from ~ 
peak of 31,400 tons ,reached in 1950-51, and during 1952-53 stood at 25,200 tons. 

The production of oatmeal (including rolled or ~rushed oats) reaohed the 
record level of 34,000 tons in 1947-48. Output during the sUbs'equent four years Was 
oonsiderably less,. standing at 21,200 tons in 1952-53. Exports increased from 1,900 
tons pre-War to, 8,600 tons iz( .::19-52-53 while c'onsump1iion declined from 15,300 tons pre-­
War ito 12,700-ton.a./i-nj,1952-53. 

The output of wheaten breakfast foods rOse during the war years to a peak 
of 36,100 tons during 1945. This increase resulted mainly from the expansion in output 
of wheatmeal for porridge as a substitute for oatmeal for the Armed Services and 
subsequent curtailment in wheatmeal production has caused a reduction in output of all 
wheaten bre~fast foods. In 1952-53 output amounted to 23,100 tons. Consumption of the 
group at 22,600 tons in 1952-53 was, however, much above the pre-war figure of 12,500 
tons. 

TABLE 1: PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF GRAIN PRODUCTS : AUSTRALIA 
'000 Tons of ,2,240 lb. 

Average Average 
1951-52 11952-53 Particulars 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1950-51 I (a) 1938-39 1948-49 

FLOUR (INCT' "TUNG WHEAT'AEAL FOR B1J(ING) 

Net Change <in Stocks (b) (c) (+)19 .. 5 (-) 8.4 (+ )60.0 
Production .' 1,149.0 1,430.4 1,513.9 1, 536.8 

Total Supplies: 1,149.0 1,4W.9 1,522.3 1,476.8 
Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) ~75.0 721.2 793.6 708.7 
Australian Consumption 574.0 689.7 728.7 768.1 

RICE (MILLED) 

Net Change in Stooks (b) (0) (+)1.0 I (-)7.4 ( +) 2. 8 
Production 28.1 32.2 38.7 46.5 

Total Supplies. 28.1 31.2 46.1 43.7 
Exports (incl. Ships' stores) 14.3 23.2 31.4 25.8 
Miscell aneous' Uses 1.6 -

j - -
Australian Consumption 12.2 3.0 14.7 17.9 

BREAKFAST FOODS FROM OATS (OATMEAL .AND ROLLED OATS) 

Net Change in Stocks (b) (0) (-)0.1 
, 

(-)0.4 I {-+-)0.1 I 

Production 17.2 27~C 21.0 18.2 
Total Supplies. 17.2 27.1 21.4 ! 18.1 

Exports 1.9 13.5 9.1 i 6.7 t, 
Australian Consumption 1'5.3 13.6 1203 l 11.4 

BREAKFAST FOuDS FROM WHEAT (INCLUDING WHEATMEAL FOR PORRIDGE) 

Net Change in Stooks (b) 
Produotion 

Total Supplies. 
Exports 
Australian Consumption 

(0) (-)0.1 
12.5 20.3 

12.5 20.4 

- 0.2 
12.5 20.2 

(a) Subject to reVls~on. 
(b) Includes imports. 
(0) Not available • 

• 

(- )0.2 i (+)0.1 
19.7 I 21.3 

1'.9 21.2 
0.2 0.7 

19.7 20.5 

(-)12.2 
1,520.9 

1,533.1 
780.3 
752.8 

T~) 2. 3 
40.8 
38.5 
25.2 
-

n;3 

(-:)0.1 
21.2 
21.3 

I 
8 § .' . 
1~ .. 1 

-
23e1 

23.1 
0.5 

22.6 

• 



41. 
The. ne~'ta;l:)le shows. details of the supplies of grain,pr.oducts entering 

cons~~_?!!:.r:e:.~ead o{ poiiulafton.. Particulars relat.~~~. i;~' the ·~6nsUinp~ion. of 
Breakfast. Fooas tither than from. QatS.a;nd:Wh·eat are' notava~lable ·for"p.ubJ.;j.;.QahonqJld 
have been'e~luded from this table and also from .the detailed. f;.able at the end of"this 
Report. How~ver, the relevant data ~ beent~en into acoount'in:'c&lou!ating nu·trient 
intake. ····-·TcYtal-s.ons.umption.of thE:) group per head in 1952-53 was 2Q1.? 1 b~Q911l'pp,rea with 
216'~9 lp. in 1951-52 and 2()3~'i lb;·pr&";war. The decline in 1952-53 was duepr:incip~lly 
to a decreas:e'ih the oonsumptiQn,of flour whioh fell to 192. 71b ... per head.:from·?Oh5 
Ib~'in the .previous year. Since the pre-war period ·there 1;la\3 ... lJeen a decline in the'. '~". 
consumpt;ion of oatmeal which has been offset to a cer-tain extent by increased' 
consumption·of." bre.akfa..stfC?ods from wheat, mainly preparE3d foods. The increase in the 
consumption .. of .ricell.er head from 1.'1 lb. in 1949-50 to the reoord level of 4 .• 1 lb. in 
1951-52 is'directly attributable' to the lifting of rest:ric(tiions on sale to. the public 
from 3rd October, 1950. There was a decrease of 28 per cent to 3.4'lb. during 1952 ... 53. 

TABLE A2 ,. SUPPLIES OF ~RldN PRODUCTS AV1!.ILABLE FOR CONSUMPTXCJN.: AUSTRilLIA 
, (lb. per head ~er annum.) 

", . 

Commodity 

Flour 
Rice {mlll'ed} 
Br-eakfast :Foods,~ 

"', , '. 

. From ' Oats (Oatme al and 
Rolled Oats) 

From Wheat 'inCllnding Wheat-. 
meal and Rolled 
Wheat) 

Pearl Barley , 
Barley Meal and POlished Wheat 

(Rice ~ubstitute) 
", :lIe Starch (Cornflour) ,(c) 

ioea a.nd Sago 

Average 
1936-37 to 

1938-39 
1el7. 1 ., 

" "4.0 

/ 5.0 

4.0 
,1.0 

-
1.4 
1.2 

Average 
1946-47 to 

1948-49. 
,2Q1.9 

0.9 
. ' 

.. 

4.0 

5.9 
0.5 

'. 
0.5 
1.4 
0.7 

. .. ' 
1952-53 

1950-51 1951-52 ( a) 

196.4 201 ... 5·· ,.192.7 
4.0, 4.7 3~4 

"' . 

3.3,· :,3..Q, 3.3 
~ .... ,< • 

-'H' " •••• , 

5.4 5.4 5.8 
0.6 0.6 0.6 

0.3 0.2 0.1 
1.5 0.9 0.8 
0.8 0.6 0.5 

.. , 

203.7 215.8 212.3 2.16.9 207 ~2 T'otala ,._, .. _, ..... ----=====--------L~~---L__._::~~L.-::..:::::.__L.:.:.:.:~--=.:.::-_ 
(a) Subject to revision. 
(b) Not available for p~blication. 
(0) Of maize origin. 

(xiv) Beverages 

The itertls inoluded in this group comprise tea, coffee, beer'a;nd wine. 
'c·,ti,'}ulars of the produotion and utilization of b'eer and wine a.re shown in the 

:(')! ""'V'ing t abl e • 

The prOduction of beer in 1952-53 was a reoord at 199.1 million g~lons, 
rt':':. ':cceeded the average6utput'for the three years ended 1938-39 by 115.6 million, . 

t;11l:;ns (139 per cent), and for the three years ended 1948-49 by 65.5 million gallons 
.:,or cent). As the quantity of b"er exported is splall, m!,st of this inorease was 

r;om"J::led in. Austral ia. " 

,'." 

Beverage wine production during 1951-,52 is estima}iedat15 .• 0 million 
1 ~:as. It waS" 2.0 million gallons (12 per cent) below the.record produotion of" the, ' 

~"'CVHUS year but 6.6 million gallons (79 per oent) greater than the. 'average , . 
)"'j:';\.;·~ntion during the three years ended 1938-39. Ejq>ortsha.ve deolinel,d by 69 per 'oent 
;"' 'c!';C;': the pre-war years. 

.. ... 



r 42. TABLE 43 r PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATIon OF BEER AlITD 7TDJ""E 
( t 000 Gall ons ) 

AUSTRALIA 

Average Average i 

Partioulars 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 11950-51 1951-52 
1938-39 1948-49 I. - . 

BEER = 
Net-Change in Stocks (b) I (b) I (b) (b) 
Production 83 1 468 I 133,553 172,765 184,773 
Imports 124 224 1,002 , 2,352 

Total Supplies: 83 9 59 2 133,777 17 3, 7 67 1871 125 
Exports (incl. Ships! Stores) 550 719 452 573 
Miscellaneous Uses (0) 5,114 7,356 9,382 I 11,8 29 
Consumption in Australia 77 t 928 ,125,702 163,933 I 174,7 231 

I 

WINE 
~ 

1952-53 
(a) 

(b) 
199,102 

56 

199,158 
1,251 

13,783 
184,124 

I (-) 1,660 I ( +) 576! (+) 1,352 Net ,Cha.."lge in Stooks (d) (+) 328 I (+)1,887 
Production (e) , 8;442 14, .134 12~ 937 17,049 I 15s0 36 
Imports 42 ., .. '22 ' 35 8 

Tota;l'd Supplies: ' 8,,156 12,269 14,632 
80 I 

1615531 13t 692 
Exports (inol. Ships t Stores) 
Consumption in Austr~lia 

3,911 2,439 1 t 251 I 1,204 ! 
4,245 9,830 13,381 I 1'5,349 I 

(a) Subjeot to ~evision. 
(b) Not a\railable. See footnote (c) 
(c) Balanoe figure; includes beer waste 

and allowanoe ~or net ohange in 
brewery stocks. 

(d) Move~onts in stooks of Australian 
fortifie d vdne. ,in Bond. 

~) Pro'duction ('If bwerage wine. 

1,204 
12,488 

Details of the oonsumption of each commodity incl ud,ed,J.nthe group, per 
head of :population, are shown in the following table. 

Data oovering theoonsumption of 'tea and ofc,cffee (up to the year 1946-
47) are based on civilian sales of imported supplies, as reoorded by the Tea Control 
Board. In the Oas('i of ooffee, control of supplies by the Tea Control Board ceased in 
October, 1947, and the oonsumption fig'nes for later periods have been based on 
imports of ooffee cleared during the year~ With the ending of tea rationing on 
2nd July, 1950, oonsumption during 1950-51 inoreased to 7.51b. per head, but during 
1.951-52 and 1952-53 decreased again to the pust-war level of 6.5 lb. per head, as 
o8mpared with average consumption during the three years ended 1938-39 of 6.9 lb. 
Coffee oonsumption has deolined from th<3 level of 1..0 1 b .. per ,h(;3ad during the three 
years ended 1948-49 to 0.7 lb. per head during -j952- 53. Pre-~var oonsumption Was 0.6 
lb. 

The figures for beer ol)nsumpti';n represent quanti ties on whioh excise 
duty Was paid, to which has been added the small quantities imported. Consumption 
of beer per head Was 21.0 gallons (210$51b~) in 1952-53, oomparedwiih an. average of' 
16.4 gallons (164.1 lb.) during the three years ended 1948-49 and 11.3 gallons 
(113.4 lb.) during the three years ended -1938-390 

Wine cmnsumption reaohed its highest level in Australia during 1951-52 
at 1.8 gallons (18.5 lb.) per he'ad. This cGmpares with an average of 1.3 gallons 
(13.2 lb.) during the three years ended 1940-49 and average oonsumption ofO.6 gallons, 
(6.4 lb.) during the years 1936-37 to 1938-39~ During 1952-53 oonsumption fell again 
to 1.4 gallons (14.7 lb.) 



Tea 
Coffee: . 
Beer -

Wine -

'TABLE 44 : SUPPLIES OF TEA, COFFEE, BEER AIm 'WINE AVAILAiBLE FOR 
CONSUMPTION : AUSTRALIA 
(l~. per he~d ~~r. annum) 

. Average A:verage" .. 
; Commodi ty 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1950-51 1951-52 
: 1938-39 1948-49 

: 6.9 6.5 7.5 6.5 
; 0.6 1.0 0·7 0.8 

Act~l in ga1lohS ( 11.3) (16.4) (19.7) ( 20.'5) 
Estimated wt. in lb. (b) 113.4 164.1 197.3 204.6 

(0.6) ( 1-3) ( 1 •. 6) 
: 

(1.8 ) Aotual in gallons 
Estimated wt. in lb.(o) 6.4 13.2 16.5 18.5 - ~~ ---(a) Subjeot to revision. 

43. 

1952-53 . 
(a) 

. 6.5 

.. 0.7 
C21~0) 
2:10~5 
(1 ~4) 
!t4~7 

(b) Estimated weight of a gallon of peer: 
10 lb. 

(c.) Estimated weight of a gallon of wine:' 
' •• 1 1003 1'0;.. 

4. RATIONING OF FOODSTUFFS 

'" Particulars rela.ting ,.to. the ra.tioning of f.oodstuffs during and subseq,uent 
to the 1939-45 War may be found in No. 5 and earlier issues of this Report. 

5. DETAILED STATISTICAL DA[lA SHOWING ESTI:MATED SUPPLIES AIm UTILIZATION 
OF FOODSTUFFS, YEAR 1952-..5..l. 

;- '. Th; dat~ presented in .the previous ;ages of this Report for the year 
';" :~·,;.53 ~rebased upon the statist~cs in the following table, whi9h show ,the supply, 
: 8:~ tion in Australia for each i te;m included in the fourteen groups povered, and 
~:"o rLde a detailed analysis of distribution; niovenient in' stook~ and the q,uanti ty oonsum-
0(; .. :'<)r ~he year ended iune, 1953. In cases where production is of a. seasonal nature, 
';./S. tOrdatoe:s, oitrus a.p.d other fresh fruit and vegetables including: potatoes, .it is 
;:,n';; ,?ossible. to relate produotion and distribution strictly to fisca;I. or o.alendar years. 
H ! .. q,s been neoessary, therefore, to apply details appropriate ~o the seasonal period; 
().)'Ircred ,by the years specified. ' 

With the exoeption of fluid Whole milk, beer andw~ne, partioulars of 
·;;i.1bh are shown i'n ga,llo'ns', a.ll other' oommoru. tie s . are :necorded' in uni ts of tons of 
L;i'::-~40 lb. In those ,oases where this unit is not appropriate, the consumption per 
)eacl has bee~ expressed in terms of' common usage (e.g. fresh milk is shown in gallons 
:30:' " footnote to the ~table.) 

, '," 

The' data. ino'luded in the following table i'n respect of the yea.r 1952-53 ' 
,:':;'1" -sene rally subject to reVision. 

" 

'. 

i. 

;'. 
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