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PREFACE 

This report contains detailed statistics ,of the production, exports and 
consumption of fciodsfuffs'a.ridriutrlent Intake 'in' Australia for the year 1951-52, 
with comparative data for the pre-war period (1936-37 to 1938-39), the immediate post-wa 
period of three years (1946-47 to 1948-49) and each year 1949-50 and 1950-51. In 
addition, Sectioti I contains a g~neral revie~ of food production, exports and 
consumption (in terms of farm products) with relevant statistics for the pre-war 
period (1936-37 to 1938-39), and each year 1946-47 to 1951-52, and estimates for the 
year 1952-53. 

The method employed in this Report in estimating the quantities of food
stuffs available for human consumption'is to deduct exports and industrial and other 
non-food usage from production and adjust for changes in stocks where these data are 
available. The small quantities of foodstuffs imported are also taken into account. 
While the dependability of these estimates has been established for most of the 
commodities covered, there are, however, some for which it is not possible to ascertain 
or estimate production and consumption with the accuracy desired. These include 
poultry and game and the quantities of visible oils and fats entering consumption. 
In addition, little information~is available about the quantities of vegetables, fruit, 
eggs 9 etc., which householders produce for their own requirements, the quantity of 
fish caught. by amateur fishermen and the extent of wastage occurring in the marketing 
of foodstuffs g8nerally. Furthermore~ the absence of particulars of stocks for 
certain commodities has resulted in some inaccuracies in the estimates of annual 
cOlisumption. Allowance has not been made for foodstuffs purchased on the Australian 
market and sent overseas under certain schemes in bulk and by parcel post and this has 
caused slight overstatement in the consumption estimates (see page 7). 

The details of consumption per head included in the tables have been checked 
with data from other sources wherever possible. These were obtained principally from 
the Food Consumption Survey conducted in 1944 by the Nutrition Committee of the 
National Health and Medical Research Council. Such comparisons as are possible 
broadly confirm the reliability of the method used in this report. However, lack of 
data about changes in the levels of production by self-suppliers of some foodstuffs 
(e.g. eggs and vegetables) which have probably occurred siLce the 1944 Survey, 
precludes accurate measurement of trends in total consumption of such commodities in 
recent years. For this reason, the current~stimates of consumption in these cases 
should be accepted with reservations until they can be checkedvnth data from a 
further consumer survey. 

Section 2 of the report, which deals with the level of nutrient intake in 
Australia, has been compiled by the Nutrition Section of the Commonwealth Department 
of Health to whom I extend my thanks. The estimates of nutrient intake included 
therein are based on tho quantities consumed as calculated by this Bureau. 

So Ro GARVER 
ACTING Crn~ONVffiALTH STATISTICIAN 

COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATTSTICS 

CANBERRA, 4TH .JUNE, 1953 
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AUSTRALIA 

1. GENERAL REVIEW OF FOOD PRODUCTION, EXPORTS AND CONSUMPTION 

(i) SmW1A.RY: The following table shows the variations which have occurred in post-war 
Y~_~r:s in the main sources from which farm products for food use are derived in 
Australia • 

TABLE 1. - PRINCIPAL AREAS CROPPED AND LnTE STOCK NUMBERS AUSTRALIA 

Sugar Total 
Number of Live Stock at 

Areas sown for Grain end of Season 
Year (Area Area Sheep Cattle -

I 
Cut for under 

(incl. Dairy Other Wheat Barley Oats crushing) Crop 
I Lambs) Cows -( a) Cattle 
! 

'000 
I 

'000 '000 '000 '000 million '000 '000 
acres acres acres acres acres 

Average 1936-37 I 
to 1938-39 13,466 613 1,572 258.1 22,018 111.6 3,211 9,933 

1946-47 13,180 748 1,728 227·0 21,077 95.7 3,013 '10,414 
1947-48 13,880 839 2,1 05 222·5 22,272 102.6 3,085 10,700 
1948-49 12,583 1,012 1,770 266.3 20,636 108.7 3,159 10,965 
1949-50 12,240 1,040 1,748 281.3 20,601 112·9 3,191 11,449 
1950-51 11,663 1,079 1,757 271·9 19,917 115.6 3,149 12,080 
1951-52 10,384 1, 118 2,365 281.7 19,798 117.6 2,973 11,920 

If 

• 
1952-53 (b) (10,107) (1,200) (2,700) (0) (c) (c) (c) (c) 

r 
\. 

, 

(a) In milk and dry. (b) Estimated. (c) Not yet available. 

In the season 1951-52, severe drought conditions prevailed in northern 
New South Wales, in Queensland and Northern Territory. This adversely affected 
dairy, beef and sugar production. Generally favourable seasonal conditions were 
experienced in southern areas of the continent. Substantial reductions in wheat sow
ings in the main producing States and slightly lower yields per acre resulted in a 
sharp fall in wheat production from the high levels of the preceding four seasons. 

Seasonal conditions in 1952-53 have generally oeen unusually bountiful. 
Preliminary data available show that wheat yields per acre exceeded the previous 
record in 1949-50 by 7 per cent., estimated production of milk, sugar and barley was 
at record levels, estimated beef (including veal) production was only slightly below 
the record output of 1950-51 and production of mutton and lamb is expected to reach 
a post-war peak. Data as to numbers of sheep and cattle in 1953 and final data as 
to areas under crop in 1952-3 will be available in August next. 

The index numbers in the next ensuing table (2) show the quantum of total 
production of farm products for food use for the period 1936-37 to 1938-39 and each 

, year 1946-47 to 1952-53. During the years 1947-48 to 1950-51, generally good seasonal 
conditions were experienced fairly uniformly throughout farming aroas of Australia. 

!If In those years the quantum of such production averaged about 12 per cent. more than 
~ in the pre-war years 1936-37 to 1938-39, which was a period of fairly normal seasonal 

conditions although droughts occurred in Queensland in 1936 and 1937 and in Victoria 
and southern New South Wales towo.rds the end of the period. In 1951-52, the quantum 
of total farm production of food fell to appro:Yimately the same level as in the 

t pre-war period, while in 1952-53 largely because of the good season, production has 
risen sharply and is estimated at 18 per cent. above the pre-war level. The quantum 
of farm production of food per head of population during the years 1947-48 to 

t 1950-51 averaged about 3 per cent. less than in the pre-war years 1936-37 to 1938-39. 
This was followed in 1951-52 by a decline to 19 per cent. less than pre-war production 

oL 
per head. In 1952-53 the good season assisted recovery in production per head of 
population but it was about 7 per cent. less than the pre-war level. This comparison 

.. is intended to indicate relative growth of total Australian pr,pulation and of farm 
• production for food use. It is not relevant to consideration of productivity of 

farm population. 

The quantum of farm food products exported during the period 1947-48 to 
1950-51 averaged about 11 per cent. more than during t~e pre-war years 1936-37 to 
1938-39 but in 1951-52" lower production and a further increase in quanti ties 

'. consumed in Australia resulted in a pronounced fall in the quantum of food export to 
t approximately 31 per cent. below the pre-war level. ' The qucntum of farm products 
. exported in 1952-53 is at present estimated at 12 per cent. greater than for the 

pre-war period. Estimated exports of farm food products in 1952-53 represent about 
37.2 per cent. of total food production, compared 1Ivi th 26.9 per cent. in 1951-52, 

"", 



2. 

37.6 per 'cent.during-tIie'·perfod-194 7":48' 't'o 1'950-51 and 39.2 per cent. in the pre-war 
period)93.6-37 to 1938-39. The quantum of farm products exported per,head of 
population has been below pre-war levels in all post-war years except 1947-48; in 
1951-52 it was only 55 per cent. of the pre-war leV'el but increased to 88 per cent. of 
the pre-war figure in 1952-53. • 

• 

... "---The'quanfurnof'fo6d \iriterms offarin produc.ts) consumed in Australia per 
.. headof·population: 'du:rihgeachyear 1946-47 to 1952-53 was only slightly less than in 
the pre-war period 1936-37 to 1938-39. However, because of the increase in the 
,Austral-ian popul'at1on, the quantum of farm products consumed ih Australia as human 
f'oodhas' risen continuously in each post-war year and in 1952-53 was about 23 per 
cent. greater'than in the pre-war period. The increase in population over the same 

... , .. per-i·od wa'S apPl:'oxiina:tely27 per cent.. . 
• .. 

The quantum indexes shovm in Table 2 have been constructed by the fixed
base weighted aggregative method, the weights used for each index being unit gross 
values of production of each farm product for the period 1936-37 to 1938-39. . Tests 
have dis.closed that the use of weights based on post-war prices (or unit values) would ~ 
not have affected the indexes materially. The items included in each index comprise 
products in the form in which they are sold from farms in all Cases except livestock 
sold for slaughter for meat, which are included in terms of dressed carcass weight of 
meat. Quantity data relating to exports include exports of processed food in terms 
~f farm product equivalent, e.g. the quantities of meat exports used in calculating 

• 

, the index include estimated. carcass weight equivalents of canned .. and cured meat 
exported 'in addition to the exports of carcass meat as such. The index of quantum 
of production relates basically to gross output of farm products for food use 
(including crops exported for stock-feeding overseas) and therefore measures the combined 
effect of many influences such as (a) trends in farming activity (i.e. areas cropped, 
live-stock raised and/or slaughtered, cows milked etc.), (b) variations in yields 
of crops per unit of area cropped and of live-stock products per unit of live-stock, 
( c) the effects of variable seasonal conditions and (d) changes in farming efficiency, 
labour supply and the steep rise in internal costs in Australia. Data showing trends 
in farming activity in the case of principal individual types of farming are included 
in the sub-sections follovnng. 

• 

Year 

1936-37 to 1938-39 
1946-47 
1947-48 
1948-49 
1949-50 
1950-51 
1951-52 ( a) 
1952-53 (b) 

TABLE 2. INDEXES OF QUl,NTUM OF PRODUCTION, EXPOR'IS AND 

CONSUMPTION OF FARM PRODUCTS FOR FOOD USE : AUSTRALIA 

(Base in each case - Average 1936-37 to 1938-39 = 100) 

Indexes of Quantum of Farm Products for Food Use -

Production Exports Consumption in 
Australia 

• 

Total Per head of Total Per head of Total Per head of 
Population' Population Population"' 

100 100 100 100 100 100 
I 90 82 73 66 107 97 

113 102 113 102 110 . 99 
110 97 112 99 111 98 
116 99 116 99 114 98 , 
109 90 103 85 120 99 "1 
100 81 69 55 122 98 
118 93 112 88 .'. 123 97 

(a) Subject to revision. (b) Estimated. 

J 



INDEXES OF QUANTUM OF PRODUCTION, EXPORTS & CONSUMPTION 
OF FARM PRODUCTS FOR FOOD USE: AUSTRALIA 

(8A5£ /K EACH CASE - ArfR.AGE /938-.37 TO /9118-49 = JdO) 
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A comparison of trends in food production in Australia and seJ,e9.:t.ed 
oversea countries. is provided by the following "Ind.ex Numbers of I.gricul tural Production -
Food" published by the Food and ,Agricul tureO rgani zationof the United Nations. 

-

TABLE 3. INDEX NUMBERS OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION - FOOD 

(Sourceg Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations) 

- (Base in each case - Pre-War (a) = 100) 

Country Pre-war 
1948--49 1949-50 1950-51 (a) 

1951-52 
lb) 

. ~ , Argentina 100 113 104 101 104 
Australia ( c) 100 110 116 109 100 
Canada 100 126 121 136 145 
New Zealand 100 105 109 113 107 
Unton of South Africa 100 138 130 141 144 
United Kingdom 100 119 122 129 124 
United States of America 100 142 

I 
136 134 132 

, (a) 

(1) ) 

( c) 

Pre-war base 'periods used are:.!,ustralia, 1936-Y7 to 1938-39; United Kingdom, 
1934-38; other countries, 1935-39. 

Pr·e·limine.ry figures. . " 
These are the index numbers (shown in Table 2) compiled in this Bureau for 

Australian purposes; they differ slightly from the index numbers for Australia 
comp~l.ed by F.A.Oo ' , 

r (ii) WHEAT: Particulars of the areas sown to wheat for grain and production, exports 
and consumption of wheat are shown below for the pre-war period and each year since 
1946-47. The area sown for grain has declined continuously;since 1947-48 and in 
1952-53 was 25 per cent. less than average sowings during the ;years 1936-37 to 1938-39. i. 

'. In the same period there has been a substantial increase in areas sown to oats and 

~
i barley for grain - largely for e.xport. Production of \vheat ,during the years 1947-48 

' to 1950-51 was at relatively high levels, because of extremely good yields per acre 
(averaging about 32 per cen~ in excess of average yiolds for the period 1936-37 to 

I '1938-39). Favourable seasonal conditions prevailed in these four post-war years. 
In 1951-52, a substantial fall in area sown coupled with a slight reduction in average 
yield per acre caused a pronounc.ed decrease in wheat production from the high levels 

. of the preceding feur seasons." In 1952-53 thE::re'v,asa further deeline in' the area 
.. sown but the average yield per acre was at the record level of 19.09 bushels (56 per 

cont. higher tha.n for the pre-war period) resulting in a total crop of 193.0 million 
bushels (17 per cent.greater than average production for the years 1936-37 to 1938-39). 
In 1952-53 seasonal conditions were unusually favourable. 

,. 
In 1951-52, exports of vvheat (including the wheat equivalent of flour) 

were .s,bout 23 per cent. less than for the pre-war period. But estimated exports in 
~ 1952-53 are 8 per cent. higher than in pre-vvar years. The Wheat equivalent of flOur 

~ consumed in Australia has risen at approximately the samG rate c!,S ,the Australian 
population and in 1952-53 exceeded pre-yvar consumption by 25 per cent. Considerably 
larger qu.anti ties of v'l1heat have beem fed to stock in Australia in recont years than 
before the vvar. 

TABLE 4. WHEAT 

Year 

Average 1936-37 
to 1938-39 

1946-47 
1947-48 
1948-49 
19!t9-5C 
1950-51 
1951-52 (c) 

_~52-53 Cd) 

lu-ea 
'for 

'000 
Acres 

13,466 
13,180 
13,880 
12,583 
12,240 
11,663 
10,384 
10,1 0 7 

.A.REA SOWN , PROIlUC'I1I ON , EXPORTS AND CONSUMPTION AUSTRlili Ill. 

Sown 
Grain 

Index 

100 
98 

103 
93 
91 
87 
77 
75 

Production of 
Wheat 

'Million 
Bus. 

164.7 
117.3 
220.1 
190.7 
218.2 
184.2 
159·7 
193.0 

(a) 

Index 

100 
71 

134 
116 
133 
112 
97 

117 

Exports of 
Wheat 

Million 
Bus. 

105.6 
44.6 

129.9 
118.2 
119·7 
127.5 

I 80.8 
_~_113. 7 

(b) 

Index 

100 
42 

123 
112 
113 
121 

77 
108 

Consumption of Flour 
in Australia (in terms 

of Wheat 
Index 

Millior Per head 
Bus. Total of Popul 

ation 

30.9 100 
33.5 108 
33.6 109 
34~ '5 112 
35.5 115 
37.6 122 
39.0 I 126 
38.5 125 

100 
99 
98 
99 
98 

101 
101 
98 

(a) Includes quantities used for stock-feeding and for seed. (b) Includes exports of 
flour in terms of whent. (c) Subject to revision. (d) Estimated. 



(iii) SUGARg Following reductions during the WRr years, the area of sugar cane cut 
for crushing has increased in recent years and in 1951 was 9 per cen~ greater than 
average areas cut for the pre-war seasons 1936 to 1938. Production of raw sugar at 
record levels during the three seasons endod 1950 was followed by a sharp fall to 
745,400 tons (94 net titre) (7 per cent. less than pre-war) in 1951, as a result of 
drought conditions. This was followed by an excellent season in 1952 and the crop 
is estimated to have reached the record level of 952,000 tons (94 net titre), or 
18 per cen~ greater than average production for tho three pro-war seasons ended 1938. 

Because of the reduced 1951 crop, exports of sugar (including sugar 
exported in manufactured products) in 1951-52 were less th3n half the pre-war exports 
but in 1952-53 are expected to exceed the pre-war level by about 6 per cent.. Sugar 
consumption per head of population in post-war years has been Significantly higher 
than before the war. This coupled with the growth of population has resulted in 
considerably greater quantities being consumed in Australia in post-war years but some 
reduction is anticipated in 1952-53. Particulars of the area of sugar cane cut 
for crushing and production, exports and consumption of raw sugar are shovm in the 
table below • 

Year 

. TABLE 5. RAW SUGAR g AREA CUT FOR CRUSHING AND PRODUCTION, EXPORTS 
AND CONSUMPTION : AUSTRALIA 

I 

Area of Sugar Production of Exports of Consumption of 
Cane Cut for Ravv Sugar Sugar (a) Sugar (b) 
Crush~ (94 net titre) 

Index 

.. 
; . 

r 

. 
'000 

Index 
1(100 '000 

Index 
'000 Per head 

Acres tons Index tons tons Total of Popul 
• ation ~ ----

Average 1936-37 
to 1938-39 258.1 100 804.4 100 451. 9 100 346.2 100 

1946-47 227.0 88 551.9 69 164.7 36 432.2 125 
1947-48 222·5 86 605.3 75 135.9 30 428.3 124 
1948-49 266.3 103 943.1 117 486·5 108 448.1 129 
1949-50 281.3 109 937.1 116 504·4 112 443.6 128 
1950-51 271·9 105 921.1 115 442.3 98 476.8 138 
1951-52 (c) 281.7 109 745·4 93 221.3 49 540·5 156 
1952-53 (d) (e) (e) 952.0 118 479·3 106· 472.7 137 

I 

( a) Exports of raW and refined sugar and sugar in manufactured products all 

(b) 
(c) 
( d) 
(e) 

in terms of raw (94 net titre). 
In terms of raw sugar (94 net titre). 
Subject to revision. 
Estimated. 
Not yet available. 

100 
114 • 
112 
114 
109 
114 ~ 

, 
126 
107 

(iv) MILK: The number of dairy cows (in milk and dry) rose continuously from the low • 
war-time levels until March, 1950. They doclined in the two years following and in 
March, 1952 (when some major dairying districts were affected by severe drought) were 
about 7 per cent. less than the average number for the three years 1937 to 1939. Milk 
production during the four seasons ended 1950-51 was at high levels mainly because of gen
erally favourable seasonal conditions but fell sharply in 1951-52 to Rbout 7 per cent 
less than the pre-war level, as a result of the effects of drought in northern New 
South Wales and Queensland. In 1952-53, seasonal conditions have been most favourable 
in the main dairying areas and output is expected to reach the record figure of 1,261 
million gallons, this being about 10 per cent. greater than average production for the 
three years ended 1938-39. . 

. Exports of butter, cheese and other milk products (expressed in terms ~ 
of milk equivalent) fell sharply to 76 per cent. of the pre-war level in 1950-51 mainly , 
because of increased consumption resulting from the lifting of butter rationing on 
16th June, 1950. In 1951-52 reduced output of milk caused a further steep fall in 
exports to 29 per cent. of the pre-war level. Notwithstanding the estimated record 
output in 1952-53, exports of all milk products in that year are expected to be only 
about 71 per cent. of average exports for the years 1936-37 to 1938-39. 



Total .con13ump~~o.n o.f mUk.(inclu,(Ung milk. equ;ivalept of:. p1:j.lk products) 
per head of population since the l:l,.ftiDgof butter rationing in June, 1950 has been 
sl~g:ht1yhigher than before the war. This, coupled Yvith the .increase in population 
has' caused a considerable ria-ein total quantities of milk products consumed in 
Australia~ ~hich in 1952-53 w~re about 31 per cent. greater than pre-war. 

Relevant particulars of daiI'1J cow numbers and production, exports and 
consumpf:Con of milk are shown below • 

. TABLE 6. DAIRY COW NUMBERS AND PRODUCTION 9 EXP.Q..RTS iJllTD GONSU~[J?TIOH OF 
MILK g i~USTRA1H. 

I 

I 
-~-- I Number of Mil~ Consumption of Milk Dairy Production of Exports of Cows (In milk & Milk in 
D!'JlJ at Maroh (1.11 Purposes) ( a) Au~tralia {aL 

Year Index 

'000 Million Million Index Millior Per head > Index Index Gallons Gallons Gallom Total of Popul 
ation 

Average 1936-37 
, to 1938-39 3,211 100 1,142 100 452.2 100 689.4 100 100 

1946-47 3,013 94 1,080 95 371.t, 82 724.7 105 96 
1947-48 3,085 96 1,173 103 478.9 106 726.1 105 94 . 1948-49 3,159 98 1,213 W6 487.7 108 734.8 107 94 
1949-50 3,191 99 1,242 109 477·5 106 762·5 111 95 
1950-51 3,149 98 1,199 105 3/,3.1 76 885.1 128 106 
1951-52 (b) 

, 1¥52-53 (c) 
I 

2,973 93 1,059 93 131.0 29 
( d) (d) 1,261 110 321.0 71 

(a) Includes milk products in terms of milk. 
(b) Subject to revision. 
(c) Estimated. 
(d) Not yet available. 

908.3 132 106 
900.0 131 103 

v) BEEF iillD VEl~g Numbers of eattle (other than dairy cows) rose continuously in 
each post-war year unti~ March, 1951. This was followed by a slight decrease in 
1951-52 owing to tho effects of drought in northern beof-producing areas, the numbers 
in March, 1952 (11.9 million) being about 20 per cent.highBr than the average number 
in the period 1937-39. 

. J30efand 'leal production rose continuously in each post-war year up to 
the peak of 651,500 tons (14 per cent.groater than in pre-war years) recorded in 
1950-51. This was followed by a decline to 584,900 tons in 1951-52 but output in 
t952 ... 53 has ris<=;n ~gain and is at present 'estimated at 647,400 tons or only slightly 
below the record production of 1950-51, 

. Exports of beef and veal (including carcass equivalent weight of canned 
meat exports) which vvere consistent"ly higher than pre-war exports in each post-war 
year up to 1950-51 declined to .6 per cent. l~'ssthan tho pre-war level in 1951-52 but 
are expected to exceed the pre-war exports by 33 per cent. in 1952-53. 

Consumption of beef and veal pe~ head of population in Australia was 
than for the pre-war perioq. by 12per cent. in 1951-52 and by 14 per cent. in 

952-53. Owing to. the increase in population, total supplios consumed exceeded 
e-war consumption by 10 per cent.in 1951 ... 52,and by about 9 per cent. tn 1952-53. 

Particulars of catUe numbers and production, exports and. consumption 
beef anQ veal are sho~m in the following table. 



6. 

Year 

TABLE 7. CATTLE 'NUMBERS: Aim PRomi"cTIoN, EXPORTS liND CONSUMPTION OF 
BEEF'AND'vEAL AUSTRALIA 

No. of Cattle ' i Exports of, 
(o' the'r t'h' ""n No.o:f Cattle: Production 

~ Sl ht d of ,B'e'ef Beef and 
Dairy 'Cows) aug ere' Veal 
at March for Meat and Veal 111.1 

~";;""';=~---I-...,;,.-, 

Consumption of Beef ~ 

and Veal in 
Australia. 

Index 

'000 Inde:x 1 000 
'000 

Index tons 
(.b) 

Index 
fOOO ! '000 
tons Index tons 
(b)" (b) 

Per head 
Total of Popul-

Average·;193~3~ 

,to 1938-39 9,933 
1946-47 10,414 
1947-48 110,700 

I 

,,~1948-49 !10,965 
.. ' ,,1-949-50 111,449 

1950-51 , 112,080 
1951-52 (c)I'11,920 

" 1952"'53 (d)" (e) , 

100 
105 
108 
110 ' 
115 
122 
120 
(e) 

. , ....... --
3,6'05 100 569. l' ~. 100 
3,164 88 487.8 86 
3,378 .,', 9ft .5_62,.0 , ,99 
3;4~4 97,577.3 101 
3,608 100 606.5 107 
3,735 104 651.5 11~ 
3,723 1()3, 584 .. 9, lO~, 
3 , 88 2 1 oS 647. 4 114 

, I 

-.~ ."-
. , 

133.6 
153.3 
,16403 
152.9 
153.4 
138.0 

·1,1.2. 1 
177.7 

100 435·5 100 
115 333·5 77 
123 386.8 89 
114 432·4 99 
115 462.9 106 
103 503.2 116 
84 479.6 110 

133 472.9 109 
J 

(a') Includes exports of canned meat in terms of Cllrcass weight. 
(b) Carcass weight. 
(c) Subject to revision. 
(d) Estim11.ted. ' 
(e) Not yet available. 

ation 

100 
70 
80 
87 
90 
96 
88 
86 

(vi) MUTTON l'lliDLAMB: Particulars of sheep and lamb numbers and mutton and lamb 
production, exports 'and consumpti().n .. ,C!,re ..... shown il'\·=tr~· .. foilowingt'able. Following the 
extremely 'levi' Tever'of'slaughterings 'and mutton and lamb production in 1950-51 and 
1951-52, sheep slaughteri'ngs and the producti,on ofmuttohnnd lamb are expected to 
reach a post-war peak in 1952-53. Exports of mutton and lamb represented only 26 
per cent. of pre-war exports in 1951-52 but are estimated at 11.bout6 per cent. greater 
than the pre-war level in 1952-53. Seasonal conditions cause very pronounced 

~1 
I 

I 

,I 

I • 

fluctuations in slaughterings and. exports. III 

Year 

Tl1.BLE 8. SHEEP NUMBERS LND PRODUCTION 2 EXPORTS LITD CONSUMPTION OF 
MUTTON AND LAMB g AUSTRALIA 

. 
No.of Sheep Nq.of Sheep Production 

Exports 0:[ Consumption of 
and Lambs and Lambs of Mutton Mutton and Mutton and Lamb 
at March Slaughtered and La~b" 

'Lamb in Australia 
for Meat· (a) 

I Index ", "000 '000 'ooe, 
Mill- Mill;.. Per head 

ion Index ion Ind.ex tons Ind~~ . tonI:? Index tons Total of Popul 
(b) (b) (b) ation 

Average 1936-37 
' ., , ....... " ... 

~ 

to 1938-39 111.6 100 1?9 100, ~19.0 100 ,88.8' 100 230.2 100 100 
1946-47 95·7 86 17·9 95 302.6 95 80.3 90 231.4 101 92 
1947-48 102.6 92 16.6 88 295·3 93 59·0 66 241·5 105 94 
1948-49 108.7 97 18.3 97 320·4 100 54·3 , 61 256.7 112 99 
1949-50 112·9 ,101 20.3 108 035.8.1 , '112 101.6 ' 114 264.5 115 98 
1950-51 115·6 104 15·7 83 274·3 86 34·2 I 39 236.4 103 ,85 
1951-52 (c) 117.6 105 15·7 83 276. 9 1 

-:',87' 23-·4 I 26 244·3 106 85 
1952-53 (d) (e) (e) 22.0 117 402·4 i 126 94.2 I 106 I 310.1 I 135 106 

, I I I I 
" 

(a) Includes exports of c.[mned meat in terms of carcass weight. 
(b) Carcass weight. " 
(e) Subject to revision. 
(d) Estimated. 
(e) Not yet available. 

; 

I 
\' , 



(vii) OTHER FOOD PRODUCTS: Particulars of the production, exports and consumption of 
other food products are shown in detail in later sections of this Report. Production 
of barley and oats has been at a very high level in post-war years and record. 
production of these crops is estimated for 1952-53. The decline in pro~uction of 
~igmeats and eggs in recent years continued in 1951-52 and, in the case of pigmeats, in 
1952-53 also. The 1953 dried vine fruit crop is expected to exceed pre-war production 
for the first time since 1948. The 1'951-'52 apple and potato 'crop's were good but 
reduced production is estimated in ,1952-53. Barley exports in 1952-53 are expected 
to be at a very high level. 

{viii) CONSUlVIPTION OF FOODSTUFFS: Details of the consumption of foodstuffs and 
,beverages expressed in pounds per head of population per annum are shown in fourteen 
,commodity groups in the following 'table for. the average of the three years 1936-37 
to 1938-39, tho average of the three years '1946-47 to 1948-49 and for each year 
1949-50 to 1951-52. The prinCipal changes from 1950-51 to 1951-52 were increases 
in the consumption of sugar, potatoes, canned fruit and beer and decreased consumption 
~f beef and veal, citrus fruit, dried vine fruit and tea. 

The estimated quantities of foodstuffs entering consumption shown in 
the various tables throughout this report are over-stated by the inclusion of food 
~which has been exported in the form of individual gifts forwarded by parcel post to 
~the United Kingdom and elsewhere overseas. The quantity involved reached a peak 
of 10,800 tons in 1947 but from that year it commenced to declino. As from 
,September, 1951 complete d€1ta €1re :not available but it' is officially reco.gnized that 
the downward trend has continued. 'Further reference to this scheme and the Food for 

, , 
1 

' , 

Britain Fund, which ceased operations on 11th November, 1950 , will be found in earlier 
issues of this Report. 

'. " 

,. 

I 
! 
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2. LEVEL OF NUTRIENT INTlJ{E 

In order ,to determine whether the quantity of tne various foodstuffs 
passing into consumption is sufficient for acLequate nutri t'ion, it is necessary to 

~ convert foodstuffs into nutrients. The basis used for such ca~culations in this 
Section of the Report is the table of nutrient conversion factors published in the 
Report to the Parliament of the Commonwealth of Australia on Food Consumption Levels 
in Australia and the United Kingdom E Government Print'tt, 8anberJ?a, 1945). The nutrit-

1 ive values of the food passing into consumption during the year 1951-52 are shown in 
Table 10 following, with comparisons for previous years in Table 11 and with other 

_' countries in Table 12. 
~ , 

No attempt has been made to compare the estimate 5r nutrient intake 
with any set of requirements for the community. A number of standards of recommended 
dietary allowances has been developed, the o~e most commonly used being that derived 
by the Nationcl Research Council of America. The principal objection to,ma~ing any 

r such comparison at this stage is that requirements for certain of the'nutrients, 
particularly vitamin A, riboflavin and niaCin, are not stable and a great deal of 
work has yet to be done on the human requirements for those nutrients. To make 
comparison at this stage of our knowledge mc:y introduce inaccuracies. 

~~ 
The following summarizes the principal changes in the level of nutrient 

intake during the year 1951-52 in comparison with 1950-51. 

I. 

CALORIES: There has been a rise,in the total calorie intake, bringing it to the high 
level of 3305 calaries per head p-er day. This is principally the result of the 
increased cons~mption of sugar, potatoes, flour and margarine. 

PROTEIN: The intake of animal protein decreased by 3.3 per cent, resulting from the 
lower consumption of meat, eggs, cheese and milk. This was partly offset by 
increased intake of vegetable protein, total protein intake being slightly less than 
in 1950-51. 

FAT: The intake of fat from all sources has not altered significantly, the increased 
- consumption of butter and margarine being offset by the lower consumption of fats in 
1'1 milk and meat. 

CARBOHYDRATEg The intake of carbohydrate has increased as a result of the increased 
consumption of sugar, potatoes and flour. 

CALCIUMg There has been a slight decree.se in calcium intake, reflecting the lower 
consumption of milk and cheese. 

ASCORBIC ACID (vitamin C)g The intake of vitamin C shows a slight decrease, 
1 continuing the downward trend that has been evident for the IGst five years. The 

1951-52 decrease results from the lower consumption of citrus fruits and green vegetables 
~ which was only partially offset by the increase in the supply of tomatoes and potatoes. 

i 

i 
I 

1951-52. 
There has been no significant change in the intake of other nutrients in 
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3. PRODUCTION 2· DISTRIBUTION A..1W CONSm1PTION OF INDIVIDUAL C01v'l:[JlODITIES ·13 • 
.. . 

(i) Milk and Milk Products (Excluding Butter) . 
~ ........... ·····Therewas a -continuous decline in the production of whole milk in 
. Australia from t~e peak of 1,254 mi~lion gallons reached in 1939-40 until 1944-45 

when the output recorded vvas 1,013 million gallons. A. number of factors contributed 
to·tliis·decrease, including··man-pow·er difficulties during the war and seasonal con-

I di tions, w'hich caused a redt:l~t:i.on in the number of dairy cows in milk of about 
375iOOO {-14 per cent.) between 1939 and 1947. Increases in the numbersof dairy cows 
and good seasonai conditions resulted in considerable improvement in milk production 
afterl-94-6:':"4tr,and output ros.efrom 1,173 million gallons in 1947-48 to 1,242 
mill~9Ilga~lops in 1949-50. During 1950-51 and 1951-52 there was a decline in the 

~1)umber of dairy cows in milk and milk production over these two years shovved a 
. dovmward trend for the first time since 1944-45. 

The production ·of'Nhole milk for all purposes during the year 
,1951-52 was approximately 1,059.0 million gallons. This was 140.2 million gallons 
(1r~rpe:icerit.) less than the outpu{during 1950-51 ~ and was 82.8 million gallons 
(7.3 per cent.) less than the average output for the three years 1936-37 to 1938-39. 

During the three years ended 1938-39~ 78.1 per cent. of Australia'S 
,milk supply was used for butter-making, 4.8 per cent. for cheese manufacture, 2.9 
per cent. for condensary products and 14.2 per cent. for fluid consumption and other 
purposes. There has since been a considerable decline in the use of milk for butter~ 

~wi th corre sponding increase s in the quanti tie s used for other purpose s 9 the propor
tfons in 1951-52 being 60.2 per cent. for· butter, 8.2 per cent. for cheese, 7.4 per 
cent. for condensary products and 24.2 per cent. for other purposes. The most 
'notable change· has occurr",d in the proportion used for other purpose s (mainly for 
consumption. as. fluid whole milk), which increased from 14.2 per cent. of total 
production in 1938-39 to 24.2 per cent in 1951-52. 

Details of the quantity of 'w'hole milk produced and used for 
various purpose s in the years 1947-48 to 1951-52 are shown in the following table 
'in comparison with the average for the three years 1936-37 to 1938-39, and the 
·average for the three years 1946-47 to 1948-49. 

, .. 

T.{\..BLE 13 g PRODUCTION & UTILIZATION OF mOLE MILK 
C'OOO Gallons) 

AUSTRA.LIA 

I I Quantity used for -
Total t Butter Cheese 

Year 'Nhole Mi lk' (Factory (Factory 
Condensary 

Produced & Farm) & Farm) 
Products 

Other 
Purposes 

. Average 1936-37 to 1938.-39 1,141~776 I 891,755 54,933 33,226 161 9862 
Average 1946-47 to 1948-49 1 ,155,130 

I 
740,857 91 ,642 78,739 243,892 

1947-48 1 ,173,105 763,049 90 ,121 

I 
78,113 I 241 ,822 

,1948-49 1 ~212 ,644 I 781 ,230 93,720 87,653 
I 

250,041 
1949-50 1,241 j 759 t 806,682 96,757 89,565 248,755 
1950-51 1 ,1 99, 71 6 

I 
762,692 96 ,532 I 84,828 

, 
255,664 

1951-52 (a) 1 058 2 991 637 2894 i 86,987 \ 78 2,..2}5 ! 255,815 , 
.. 

(a) SubJect to reVlSlon. 

Details of the production and utilisation of milk and milk products 
(excluding butter) are show·n in the table below for the year 1951-52 in com:CJarison 

'with the earlierperiods specified. 

A During 1951-52 production of powdered milk at 27,000 tons, was 
greater (11.6 per cent) than during the previous year but still 4,800 tons (15.1 per 

,cent.) less than the record production of 1949-50. Production or" other preserved 
milk products was less than that recorded for the previous year, condensed and 
concentrated milk by 2.1 per cent and infants'and invalids 'foods by 13.5 per cent. 

'The output of all pre served milk products, expre ssed in terms of vrhole milk equiv
'alent, amounted to 78.3 million gallons, which was 6.5 million gallons (7.7 per cent) 

less than the previous year. The record of 89.6 million gallons was established in 
1949-50. 

Follovving the large increases in production of condensary products 
since the pre-war years, the Quantities of these items exported have shown correspond-
ing increases, more noticeably since 1947-48. 

f 
~ The production of cheese, at 40,400 tons (the lowest level recorded 

since 1944-45) was 3,900 tons less than production for 1950-51, and 4,400 tons (9. 8 
per cent.) less than the record production of 1949-50. Exports continued to decline 
and stood at 18,100 tons for the year 1951-52. 

------------------------~~ 



14-. TABLE 1 ~ PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION 0:8' MILK AND :MILK PRODUCTS 
.. _- ........... - -""""'EXC1UDING . BUTTER gAUSTRALIA 

Average Ave 'rage U'.' -
Particulars 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1949-50 1950-51 1951-52 

(a) . 
1938-39 1948-49 

FLUID 'imOLE MILK (Million Gallons) 
'. -Net Change in Stocks - - - - -

Production 1..'-142 12155 1 z242 1 ,200 1,059· 
Tot'al Suppliesg 1,142 1 ,155 1,242 1 ,200 1,059 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) -- - - - - . 
Miscellaneous Uses (b) 981 922 1 ,001 964 820 
Australian Consumption (c) 161 233 I 241 236 239 , 

CONDENSED AND CONCENTRATED MILK ('000 tons) 

Net Change in Stocks Cd) 
2i~ 4 

( -) 1. 1 I (-) 0.2 C-) 0.7 . (-) O.t)· 
Production , , 56.9 67.0 68.9 67,5 . 

Total Supplie s 21.7 58.0 67.2 69.6 68.3 
Exports (incl. Ships' stores) 8.5 32.4 

\ 
33.0 35.4 , 31.5 ' 

Australian Consumption , 13.2 25.6 I 34.2 ; 34.2 , 36.8 - ! --
POifffiERED MILK (f) (, 000 tons) • 

Net change in stocks (d) (e) (-) 0.2 . (-) 0.4 (-) 0.2 C-) 0.1 
Production 9.5 21.4 31.8 24.2 27.0 

Total Supplies 9.5 21.6 32.2 24.4 27.1 
Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 1.4 8.7 19.6 . 11 .9 12.7 
Australian Consumption 8.1 i 12.9 I 12.6 12.5 I 14.4 

INFANTS' AND INVl.LIDS' FOODS (INCLUDING MALTED MILK) ('000 tons). 

Net Change in Stocks (d) 
i 

(e) ( -) 0.2 (-) 0.6 (-) 1.3 (-) 0.9 ' 
Production 3.2 9.3 10.5 11.9 10.3 • Total SUJ2J2lie s 3.2 .9.5 11. 1 13.2 11 .2 , 
Exports (incl. Ships' Store s) 0.2 I 5.2 

I 
6.8 ' 6.6 6.3 

Al1stralian Consumpti on ! 3.0 I 4.3 ! 4.3 I 6.6 4.9 -
CHEESE ('000 tons) 

Net Change in Stocks (d) (e) ( -) (-) 1 C~) 0.1 
, .... c-) 0.3 1.0 1.0 

Production 24.9 42.3 44.8 44.3 
~otal SUJ2J21i£E. 24.9 43.3 45.8 44.4 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 11.5 24.3 23.1 I 20.2 
Australian Consumption 13.4 19.0 22.7 I 24.2 

(a) 
(b) 

(c) 

(d) 
(G) 
(f) 

Subject to rev~s~on. 
Used in the manufacture of butter and cheese and condensed, 

milk products and consumed as sweet cream. 
Inoludes small 'luantiti8s of milk consumed as ice cream and 
miscellaneous manufacturing purposes. 

Including imports. 
Not available. 
Excludes Powdered Butter Milk and Whey. 

40.4 
40.7 
18. 1 
22.6 • 

etc. 

for 
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15. 
\ In the next t.able details of tho estimated supplio s of mille and milk 
\ P:t:odu,cts (excluding butter) available for consumption per head of populati on are 
\ shovm for the years 1949-50 to '1951-52 in comparison wi th the average for the three 
-4 years ended 1938-39 9 and tho average for tho three yo ars ended 1948-49. 

I TABL~ 15 2 SUPPLIES OF MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS (EXCLlIDHra BUTTER) 
I AVAILABLE 3'OR CONSUl!BPTION g AUSTRj,LIA 
l'-"""'H,q"" (lb. 'per head per annum) 
Jo -
1" -~- .•. - ....• ~. '_"" 4. __ · ., 

i 

Commodi ty 

'F1-u-id'''iflhO"le Mi'lk'-
\ Estimated Weight (b) 

Actual quantity in gallons 

Fresh Cream 

·Condensed Milk - Full Cream -
Unsweetened ) 
Sweetened ) 
Skim-Swe e te ned) 

,Concentrated Whole Wri.lk (c) 

fowdered Milk - Full Cream 
~. "", " Skim 

Infants' and Invalids' Foods 
, '''(i'ncludirig Mal ted Milk) '., " 
Cheese- ". ' .. 

Total - As Milk Solids (d) 

Av.erage 
1936-37 to 

'193'8-39 
.. ¥. 

240.2 
(23.4) 

6.4 

3.2 

1 • 1 

2.6 
.. -~ ,-

1.0 
4.4 

39.3 

Av.erage 
1946-47 to 1949-50 

1948-49 
~ -' . 

," ... ., .. 

311 .6 306.5 
(30.4) (29.9) 

1.5 1.0 

4.0 4.8 

3.5 4.8 

3.2 3.3 
0,,6 0.2 

1.'3' -" .. 1.2 
..... 5!.? ., 6.3 

\ 49.1 48.9 , 
I 

(a) Subject to revision. ~ 
(b) Bstimated weight of a gallon of milk, 10.25 lb. 
e c) Mainly consumed as ice creain. 

1950-51 

291 .1 
(28.4) 

2.4 

4.2 

4.9 

2.7 
0.7 

1 ;;8 
6.5 -. 

47.8 

(d) The tot al fi gure s are in te rms of milk solid s • Fi guro s 
for individual commodities are actual net weig.hts. 

'195 1-52(a) 

287.0 
(28.0) 

2.0 

5.6 

4.0 

3.0 
0.8 

1 .3 
5,9 

i 47.1 
. 

1 The consumption per head of fluid milk increased from 240.2 lb. pre-war 
\ to a peak of 318.8 lb. in 1948-49, but has since steedily declined to 287.0 lb in 
i 1951-52. Consumption per head in the latter year was 'j 0.0 per cent. less than the 

I: peak in 1948-49, but 19.5 per cent. greater than pre-war. These trends in fluid 
tmilk consumption are largely reflected in consumpticnof all milk and milk products 

(excl1l,ding butter) which increased from 39.3 lb. (as milk solids) pre-war to 49.81b. 
in 1948-49 but since that year has declined to 47.1 lb. in 1951.-52. 

(ii) Meat 

Production of moat (bono-in viToight) in A'J.stralia during 1951-52 is 
estimated at 943,500 tons, exclusive of approximately 46,900 tons of, edible offal. 

\ This repre sents a de crease of 67,600 tons (6.7 per cent.) on the previous year, is 
"'4.0 per cent less than the 3,verage production for the three years ended 1938-39 and 

only slightly above average production for the three immediate post-war years. The 
\ production of Beef and Veal, at 584,900 tons, declined substantially (by 66,600 tons 
, or 10.2 per cent) during 1951-52 from the record production of the provious year, 
lbut was still 7.8 per cent greater than average production for t~1.e three years 
rended1948-49 and 2.8 per cent above average productions for the three years endGd 
11938-39. The decrease in 1951-52 was due principally to reduced slaughterings in 
!Q.uCtensland beca.use of drought conditions in that State. 

'\' The Imv production of Mutton and Lamb over tho last two years is largely 
11 attributable to the hig...l-), price of 'Jool. Production of mutton, at 171,000 tons, while 
. 9,200 tons more than the previous year, \V'as 1 04 ,400 tons(37.9 per cent )loss than tho 
record production of 1943-44. Lamb production continued to decline and during 
1951-52 production was 105,900 tons; 6,500 tons (5.8 per cent.) less than in the 
previous year and 23,700 tons (18.3 per cent) less than average production over the 
three y3ars ended 1948-49. In 1950-51, total production of mutton and lamb reached 
the lowest level since 1929-30. 

The production of Pork during 1951-52 amounted to 34,700 tons which \vas 
about the samo level as in other post-iivar years, but well below (23.6 per cent) the 
average production of the three years 1936-37 to 1938-39. Bacon and Ham production 

hcontinued in the decline Yihich has been evident since the peak production of 56,200 
tons was reached in 1944-45. During 1951-52 production 'ivas 34,600 tons. 



The production of edible offal, (v:hich is not included vri th the 
carcass), is estimated at 46,900 tons in 1951-52 compared vvith 41,900 tons in 
1950-51 and average production of 48 ,000 tons du,ring the years 1936-31 to 1938-39. 

Comparative details of the production of each class of ,meat are shmrn 
in the table---below: ... -.." .. ~," - . . . - .. - .. ,._.....-, ... "'" .. 

TABLE 16"''i''PROD1JCTIDNOF!ViE1iT'(BONK~IN''::8rGHTJ ~ AUSTRALIA 

1 
t 

i 

1 

.. 1949-5.0 1950-51 ! ....... 1951-5Z(a) 

Beef and Veal 606.5 651 .5 584.9 i 

Mutton 

Lamb 

201.4 

111.6 

205.8 

152.3 

35.0 

40.6 

90.2 

1054.8 

51 .2 

161.8 171.0 

112.4 

35.2 

36.8 

85.4 
1011 • 1 

41.9 , 

Particulars of the production and utilization of meat are shown in the 
two tables following. In the first table separate details are given for each class 
of carcass meat, distinguishing between' the quantities exported or consumed as frosh 

• 

or frozen meat and the quanti ties used for canning and curing. The second table . 
shows particulars of the production arid utilization of total carcass meat, canned • 
meat- and bacon and ham and of all meat (excluding offal) expre ssed in terms of 
carcass equivalent weight. ! , 

! 

During 1951-52 exports of carcass meat amounted to 66't 200 tons bone-in 
weight which was 45,000 ton~ (40.4 per cent.) less than the previous year, 101,500 I 

tons (60.5 per cent.) less than the average for the three years onded 1948-49 and 
151,200 tons (10.3 per ceqt) less than the average for the three immediate pre-war 
years. While exports of all types of carcass meat have show~ a considerable decline, 
mutton and pigmea ts (as pork.) have fallen to almost nogligi ble proportions - mutton; 
to 2,600 tons (85.0 per cent less than pre-war), and pigmeats to 1,100 tons (81.6 pet
cent less than pre-war). There has, however, been a remarkable expansion in exports 
of canned meat from 5,500 tons (canned weight) pre-Yiar to 53,800 tons in 1951-52. 
Total meat exports (including canned and cured meat expre ssed in terms of carcass 
meat), estimated-at 150,600 tons in 1951-52 were 31,100 tons (20.0 per cent.) belovv 
the correspondi.ng total of the previous year, and 81,800 tons (35.2 per cent.) below 
the pre-war average. ! 

Australian consumption of meat (including curod and canned in terms of ( 
carcass weight) was 190,500 tons in 1951-52 compared vlith 808,200 tons in 1950-51 \ 
and average consumption for the years 1936.;.31 to 1938-39 of 149,800 tons. 

I 
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~]]._··_1 7:..-;;....;.P.;;.;R.;;.;OD;...U;;..;C;.;;T.;;;.I.;;.;ON;.;....:AN.D~--.;.UT;;.;I;.;;;L;.;;;I;.:;:Z;;..AT;;.;I;;;.;0::.:.N;....;.0;..F _C;;.:;.A;;;;;.R;.;;.C;;.A;;;.;SS~~_1E_A __ T _(:....;a"",) ___ g .... A-.,U_S ..... T..-R---.ALI ...... A 
(, 000 Tons, Bone.:;.ih .~!JVei:ght) . 

. -..• . "" . ... '.' 

. ' " ... .. -.. ... 

Particulars 

. -, ...... "." .. , 

Net Change 
.... " 

stocks (c) in 
Production .. .. ' 

Total Supplie s. 
,-.. ... , .. ~ '" 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 
Miscellaneous Uses (e) 
Australian 

. ---
C0!l~~!Jlption 

.. :c .. ." -', ," 

Net Change in Stocks (c) 
.Production 

To,taJ.:..§.upplie s g 

Exports 
Miscellaneous Uses (e) 
Australian Consumption 

-'-0 

Net Change in st 
Production 

Total 

ocks 

SUPJ?l~~ 

Exports 
Australian Consu mption 

\ 

Average Average .' .. 
. .....• -•...•. - .~----'. 

1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1949-50 1950-51 
1938-39 1948-49 I -_ .....• 

BEEF AND VEAL. 

'c. d) (+) 1.5 (-) 8~8 .. (+ ).10 .• 3 
569.1 542.4 606.5 651 .5 

569.1 540.9 615.3 641.2 

120.8 101.6 93.9 81.5 
18.0 66.6 74.5 71.5 

430.3 3.72.7 i .446.9 488.2 

MUTTON 

(d) (-) 0.5 (-) 3.3 (+) 2.8 
201.4 ·1-76.5 205.8 161.8 

201 .4 . . 177.0 209 .• 1 159.0 :---_. 
17 .3 14.8 31.1 3.8 

- 8.2 13.8 12.7 
184.1 154.0 164.2 142.5 

1~~:6 \-~ ,1.5 (-) 1.1 (+ )0.t3 
129.6 152.3 112.4 

117 .6 131. 1 153.4 111 .6 

71.6 _ ........ 45~0 .. ' . 55.1 20.4 
46.0 86.1 98.3 91.2 

.. .. .",- ... 
PIGMEATS .(AS .. PORK) ... 

He .. t .. Change in Stocks . (ei.) . ..... (-) 1.2 
Production 94.1 92.8 . 

" ... _.- .....• " -.. ~ ~"-.. .. ,. " 

Total Supplies g 94.1 94.0 
Exports .. 13.7 6.3 
Mi sce llane ous Uses (f) 48.6 63.4 
Australian Consumption ( g) 31.8 24.3 

TOTAL CARCASS MEAT 

Net Change in Stocks (cJ 
98~~~ Production 

Total SUJ2J2lie Sg 982.2 
Exports (incl. Ships! Stores) 223.4 
Miscellaneous Uses (f) 66.6 
Australian Consumption 692.2 

I 

(a) Excludes offal. 
(b) Subject to revision. 
(dc) Include s imports. 
( ) Not available. 
(e) For Canning. 
(f) For Canning and Curing. 

(-) 1.7 
941.3 
943.0 
167.7 
138.2 
637.1 

(+) 0.1 (+) 0.5 
. .90 ... 2 85.4 

90.1 84.9 

6.7 . 5.6 
57.4 I 54.1 
26.0 j 25.2 

(-) 13.0 \+) 14.4 
1054.8 1011 .1 
1067.8 996.7 

186.8 111.2 
145.7 138.4 
735.3 747.1 

(g) Consumption as pork, including Smallgoods and 
estimates for trimmings from naconor carcasses. 

1951-52(b) 

.(~) 3.9 
584.9 -588.8 

50.6 
69'.6 

468.6 

(+) 5.2 
171.0 
165~8 

2.6 
11.4 

151 .8 

l+) 3.7 
105.9 

102.2 

11..3 
90.9 

(+) 0.4 
81. 7 
81.3 

1.7 
52.0 
27.6 

\+) 5.4 
943.5 
938.1 
66.2 

133.0 
738.9 



18., --- T:Ai~\8'~"'~-RoDtcTlb~'AND "~ILIZA~l~-~b;";';'~,~~;' ('a) ~~US;'~IA "", 
~ ... _"", , _____ ... :::_. __ .,_,_,_~:____""."'- .. """, ".::::-::-": ··:t1"bo~s J,~--".~,-' . .'~'~""" .. ";,,,,:,., .. ,; . .,,,,,,~., .... ,,,,.-.. - .. ,,,,~- .. "", C.,_'''' ,,,i·'...," "',,, 

,- ". - Average' Average, .',." 
Particulars .. __1 93 6..,,;rr. ,to..'f .. -,+194-6'-4J·.-t.Q;."l9,49,~Q ;.., ,~..,.19,5..Q~5J" .•. 1Sl,5.l,.,.52.(b) -_ .. .,.,--,,,,-. __ .. ,,-,,,.,, ... , ....... ,,, ..... -,,--,,,,,,-._-.,, .. _, 1938-39" 19'48-49"" " . , 

-,-.-;:,'," ,.; --.~ ~;.~ . .;: 

GARCAss·:ME,AT~.{.B'0'n6--:i;nw,ej,ght}, '.',,'.,. _<::,:.,:,::':"::-::"" "': ~:::""-' 

".~:.;:':", ~~~:-d-=~h:-"'c~-~;.,..,~-:_i:-,~-, ... ~~~_':"":?-.. ~~.~-::,-:}-r-:;~,!.,-_ ---,,-. -""'-"'-9""8~'~"::'";"~~2-"-' -,,~, '...,.~:_-~)~--;9-4~+,:~r--r~ ~ o;t~ l ~ 6~t:1(+) 945:; 

.. --'':rotal-$'~:fl:i'e !'3'f,i.' 1-" -. ''''':;9-8-2':''';' 2-,--1·, 1-, .,-."........::, 9~4--'3-';";:b::-"'-'; {--1-0~b~T:-:::-8~'~' ,~.-","-"" '·-·-;9· .... 9·6~·:-7·-+----:938~ 1 

Exports (incl. Ships' stores) 223.4 167.7 186.8 111~2 66.2 
Miscellaneous Uses (e) 66.6 138.2 145.7' 138.4 133.0-, 

__ ' A_. u_s_t_r_a_l_i_an_,_c_,o_~~~_~_~_~_.i_~_n_" .. _~._ .. ~_-_",~:._:_6_9_2_.~_~~~_~ .. _7_'~~6_3_'_~1_,·~r_~··_··_·~_~3~~~.~~ "-]41~4 ~~ .. ~8~9 

CANNED MEAT {Canned. vIe ight) 
.- .... 

Net Change· in -Stocks (c) 
Production _' ___ "," __ ,".,, _____ , .. _, ~~ ~o ! (-) 2.e (-) 1.0 (-) 0.1 (+) 1 .~ .... 

49.0 56.2 56.3 64.4 
'" , .. , "-' --;,." ... - ._ .... _-... '---, I-'-_ ............... --+-

.. :::,,,.,,;_,:~:.~:_Tot~l ,S.~~~l.i_i;,.s,:"" ,.-I-----~-...:~~___:::__+_---~_+_---~t_-"""'="_:__:~ 
Exports (incl. Ships'Stores) 

12.0 51 .8 57.2 . ·56.4 63.4 

5.5 42.8 44.5 fA.6 53.8 
Australian, C~msump;t:iop.i 6.5 9.0 I 12.7 11.8 9.6 

" 
BACON.t"NJ) 

• __ .......... "" _ •• _", ~,. __ ~ ... w. ~ .. ~. ____ ... _ .• .,. _. ., ..... _~._,, __ •• _."' ... _. 

",.Net,c.haJ;J.g6,in.sto:cks,(c)(g) .1' Cd) (.:)'3"~3' --'"'('.;.21'7:5 (+]14.6(+) i2·;4 
Production 982.2 941.3 1054.8 1011.1 I., ",94-3.5 

~~~+-.--~~---+----~--+-~-.~~., 

' .. "..-""' ...... " .. ·:Jr~-tal>$uppHes~c 982.2"944.6 1072.,3 996.5 941 •1 ", 

, .,Exp OIlts" (. i no l.Shi p-s 'store s Xg) ,- 232 • 4 ' 23'8 • 0"- --'"""2 ..... 6 9--'''''".'9"'-'' "'-1--.... 1-,8,..,8,.....-3-+---1-5-0-.• ~6-"1 
Australian Consumption (g) 749.8 706.6 802.4: 808.2 790.5 

--'7'"'"~--------~-:---'-------..l..----"'"'"':"'-:-'--.----,--,--:-...--------' -----. 
(a) Excludes Offal. (b) Subject to revJ.sJ.on. (c) Includes imports. 
(d) Not available. (e) Used for canning and curing. '(f) For canning. 
(g) Canned and cured meat is included at its carcass equivalent weight. 

, .... ,~. ... ' 

-DG'tails of the supplies of meat available for consumption per head of 
popUlation are shovm in the follovving table in terms of carcass vveight. 

The basic data relating to supplie s of meat mqving int.o. consumption 
are given-in terms ,of, primary distrihuti:on vJeigJit, "i.e. on a 'cold'carc'ass weight 
basis, as this is a convenient measure for the comparison of the weights of meat 
consumed in different forms. For example, some 2i lb. of carcass meat are required '\ 
to produce 1 lb. bf-'-o'anned co:m:edbee'f,'''a1-though some>o:f"the .. fat'd:oes not go into 
the canned product but remains available for consumption or for separate export from 
the producing country. Carcass weight indicate s "quan'ci tyil from the production 
point of view; retail weight represents "quantity" from the retail purchase point 
of view~ edible weight represents "quanti ty" from the consumption point of view and 
is used in the calculation of nutrients. 

Meat rationing in Australia commenced on 17th January, 1944 and ~ 
terminated on 21 st June, 1948. 'Details of the ration scale s operating durin g this 
period were given in Section 5 of Report No.2. 
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\ As a result o"fthG"-rationingo-r meai",ifi'e consumption per head fell 
from the pre-war figure of 253.0 lb. carcass weight and reached its lowest point 
in 1946 -47 at 201.7 lb. There 'iIi'as a rise in 1947-48 (tho last year of rationing) 

1 to 216.8 lb. follmved by further increases following the lifting of rationing~ to 
232.9 lb. carcass weight by 1949-50. Consumption during 1950-51, however, declined 
to 226.6 lb. carcass ',.,-eight and to 216.5 lb. carcass woight during 1951-52. 

Beef and veal consumption per head increased continuously from 86.7 
lb. (carcass weight) in 1945 to 131.6 lb. in 1950-51. However 1951-52 sm, a marked 

,II decline to 1~22.9 Ib, vlhich is far below the pre-war average of 144.1 lb. The 
consumption of mutton at 39.8 Ib per head carcass vleight, while being slightly 
above the :Qrevious year vms still low compared with consumption pre-war (59.8 Ib) 
and in post-'war years up to 1949-50 (45.7 lb.). Lamb consumed per head (carcass 

'!" weight) since the wax rose to 28.2 lb in 1948-49 but'by 1951-52 had fo..llen to 
23.9 lb. This was still considerably above the pre-war level of 15.0 lb. Consumpt
ion of mutton and lamb have been maintained, even at their present relatively low 
level by reduction of the exportable surplus. 

Pork consumption has fluctuated since 1946-47 around 7.0 Ib per head 

r 
carcass v18ight and in 1951-52 was 3.2 Ib below the average consumption for 1936-37 
to 1938-39 of 10.4 lb. The particularsrelating to pork consumption embrace all 
pigmeats other than bacon and ham and include that used for small goods. At 7.2 

( lb. per head, bacon and hCj.m consumption is 43.3 per cent. below the 1946-41 peak 
of 12.7 lb. 

Foll~Ning special investigations conducted by this Bureau, the 
estimates of equivalent retail weights of moat consumed previously published have 
been discontinued. Owing to divergent cutting practices by various butchers in 
this country and because of the difficulty of clearly defining the term "retail 
weigh t of meat", it is considered impracticable to derive a sati sfactory factor 
for the purposes qf expressing estimated meat consumption in terms of retail 
weight. Depending on cutting practicos employed and whether or not bones etc. sold 
to customers are included in retail weight of meat, the retail weight as a 
proportion of carcass weight ranges from about 60 per cent to 75 per cent for beef, 

, from 80 per cent to 95 per cent for mutton and lamb and from 90 per cent to 95 per 
cent for pork. However, approximate estimates of the edible weight of meat 
consumed have bee'n used for the purpose of calculating nutrient intake. 

I 

• 
Beef and 

TABLE 19 ~ SUPPLIES OF MEAT (INCLUDING CURED, CAN}{8D A1ID EDIBLE OFFAL) 
AVAILABLE FOR, CONSUllIIPTION 0 AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per head per annum) 

Average Average 
Commodi ty 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1949-50 1950-51 1951-52(a) 

1938-39 1948-49 

Veal (b) 144.1 108.9 124.3 131 .6 122.9 

J Mutton (b) 59. 8 45. 1 45.7 38~4 39.8 

• 
! 
i 
1 
I 

r 

Lamb (b) 

Pork (b) 

Offal 

Canned Meat (c) 

Bacon and Ham (e) 

Total (b) (f) 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 

I (f) 

15·0 25.2 

10.4 7.1 

8.4 8.9 

(d) 2.6 

10.2 11. 7 

253.0 215.1 

Subject to revision. 
Carcass weight. 
Canned weight. 

21.4 24.6 

1.2 6.8 

9.6 8.8 

3.6 3.2 

9.6 8.3 

232.9 226.6 

Included under fresh meat at its carcass weight. 
Cured weight. 
Including Offal. 

23.9 

7.2 

9.1 

2.5 

7.2 

216.5 



20. (iii) Poultry, Game and Fish. 

Al though det~,ils of the qua.nti tie s of poultry a"1.d game el1.tering 
consumption in Australia cannot be measured precisely, evidence available suggests 
that consumption during the years 1945 to 1947·-48!V·as higher than in previous yearst 
miring to the shortage of foodstuffs for poultry? ro suI ting in tho disposal of sur
plus birds for table use 3.nd the demand for meat off tho ration. 

While raliable details are not readily available and figures 
quotad~ possibly deficient available data indicate that sinco the lifting of 
meat rationing on 21 st June, 19!~.8 there has been a fall in the consum}tion of 
poultry and game per head, 'w-hich is estimated ?t 15.1. Ib o carcass weight (8.8 lb. 
edible weight) during each of tho years 1948-49 to 1951-52 compared ",fith 16.1 lb. 
carcass 'liI'eight (9.3. lb. edibleiJiTeight) in 1947-48 and averaGe consumption of 9.7 
lb. carcass "i,"oight (5.6 lb. edible .. -oight) during tho threo yec.rs onded 1938-39. 

Although an important foodstuff in many countries? fish is not a 
staple item in the die t of Australians. During tho 'Jar 'iihilo meat 'yas rationod 9 

tho dom2.nd for fish increased? but ovling to short3.ge of manpo\!or and oquipr.1ent 9 

production doclined 9 and it continued to bo in short supply. A"ray from the sea
board, fish is considered some':,rllat of a luxury • 

. "" .. 

The production of fish in Australia over tho lc,st fo'" years has • 
genorally incroasod. During 1951-52 tho recordod catch vas 71.8 million lb. (freSh 
round weight), 'j,hich -vvas 2.7 million lb. (3.9 per cent) greater than in tho previous 
yoar. These figc1res excludo thG catch by fishermen othor than commorcial fishGr-
men, the .i!roduction by "amatGurs" boing ostimatod as equal to 10 pGr cent. of " 
commercial p:coduction for the purpose of this Roport. Tho prodcwtion of crustacoans 
and molluscs during 195152 totalled 2/~.7 million lb. (frosh round v18ight)~ this ' 
being 1,7 million lb. (6.6 por cont) less than '1950-51. The docrease "Jas due i 
principally to smaller qua.nti tie s ofpraJns Lmded , although this.ms offsGt to a j 
large extent by an increaso in the crayfish catch. Tho consumption of frosh fish """ 
per head of population, at 5.6 lb. during '1951.-52, ';!as 12.0 por cent. moro than 
that of t~o previous year. Separate data for frosh and cured fish are not avail
able prior to 1950-51 but the consumption of cured fish probablyras of tho same 
order as tho last t-\cfO years, Lo. 1.0 Ib cured 'v~-eight per hoad .• The consumption 
of crustaceans and molluscs per head has remainod fairly steady. 

P:tior to the "imr, the consumption of cannod fish in Austro,lia was 
almost entirely from imported sU)J>lies. Since the '.Jo,r, fish canning in Australia, 
has she;rm a marked devolopment and in 1951-52, 21.5 per cent. of total cam1.ed 
fish consumption was froin local su.oplios, being almost exclusively Australian 
Sa~mo~ ~p~ BarracQuta. 

Imports of fish, :,-rhich 'Jwre drastically curtc.iled during tho ',mr, 
... cue s.till much belovlT the pro"-"vrar levol, and consequ~ntly tho consUE1pti on of canned 

fish in 1951-52 at 3.3 lb. c3.imed Ywigi1t per hoad (0.7 lb. local cmd 2.6 lb. 
imported) fell short of the pre.-war figure of 4.1 lb. 
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: Total consumption of fish (including canned) during 1951-52 is ostim~ted 
\at 89.0 million lb. adible woight (10.5 lb. pOI' head) as compared yvith 8L ... 5 million 
ilb. adible vreight (10.2 lb. per head) in tho previous year. This is 0Cj,uivalent to 
fl.pproximately 167.7 million lb. frash round i,10ight and 157.6 million lb. fresh 
/round weight r0spactively. 
I 

i Particulars of tho estimated supplios of each commodity included in 
!this group available for consumption during the three pre-war years, th0 thre0 post
war years and in each year 1949-50 to 1951-52 are shmm in tho tablE) be I 0, ..... 

r-4 
f 

~ TABLE 2.0 g SUPPLIES OF POULTRYJ., GAME All[]) FISH AVAILABLE FOR CONStl1:?TJON~.imSTRALIA 

(It. per head. J2crannum) 

Commodity 

rOUI try (Carcass 'Ii'eigh. t) 
Rabbits and Hares (Caroas$ 

" , 'Weight) 
y11sh - Fresh (b) , 
'~ " Cured ( incl. Smok<3d& 

, ,Salted)(b) 
!C~ustaoeans & Molluscs 
t (b) 

I Canned~Australia~ 
, Origin (b) 

J Imported (b) 

1l'otal Edible VVGi~t z 

., 

Average Average 
1936-37 to 1946-47 to 

1938-.39 1948-49. ' 

) 
9.7 

( 10.4 

~ ~ 5.4 
6.4 5.7 

.( 0) (c) 

0.7 0.6 

) 
) 4.1 3.0 

16.8 18.5 
I 
i 
J' 

(a) Subject to l'€)vision. 
(b) EO.ible weight .. 

t-. " 
) 

(0) Inoluded with Fresh. 

(i'V)E5~s an,d .Eg~ Products 

1949-50 1950-51 1951-52(a) , 

9.7 9.7 9.7 

5.4 5·4 5.4 
6.2 5.0 5.6 

(c) 1.0 1.0 

1 • ° 0.7 ' 0.6 

2.8 
( 0.8. 0.7' 
( 2.7 2.6 

" .' .. 

18.7 18.9 19.~ 

Statistics of egg production must neoes$"~ily bO accopted ,V(~::t~ ••• ~ 
';reserve. In the absence of' a. complete census of egg production,:wh44~~d: ' 
ltn.vo'lVe considerable labour and expense ,. it has been nece;s~:a.ry~ tCi)oo~tite'a,figure 
I ba.sed upon the best d.a.t.a~va.ilable. The production shcrvm',in<ilxe, f011 oWing table is 
~ ba.sed upon the records of Eg~ Boards of productio1'l;f'l"Om area.s under their control, 
i plus estimates of production fr9JnUllcontrolled ,areas and by "ba,ck~ya:rd." p01.l1tr.y
ikeepers ba.sed on data obtained from other sources. On this basis it is estimatad 
!that the level of total egg production in 1951-52 was about 109,.9DO:tons (equiv-
! alent) to about 183 million dozen) compared wi th maximum production of 122,000 tone 
~ (208 milliondozon) in 1946-47 and the pre-war average of just under 90,000 tons 
0?r about 15~ mil~ion dozen. I~ should be noted thattheestim~ted decli>:e in total 
I( egg produchon sJ.nce 1946-47 :LS based very largely on trends J.n commerclal produc-
, tion (oontrolled by Egg Boards).. Data as to the trend in non ... controlled production 

',are at present very inadequate. 

Ex~orts of shell eggs during 1951-52 amounted to 8,500 tons, compared 
(Wi th 8,400 tons during the previous year and average exports of 7,600 toas during 

the three years ended 1938-.39. The post-war peak Was during 1949-50 wMm 14,000. 
:tons were exported .. 
I 
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Tho quantity of egg pulp ~xported prior to the -;'-3.r \'las nogligi blo 9 but 

amounted to 8,400 tons (expressed in terms of ,-wight of sholl oggs) in 1950-51. It 
dBcIined to ~,900 tons in 1951-52. 

The processing of egg pm,-der yras introduced during tho ':;-ar to meot tho 1 

requiroments of the Armed Forco s in ~:"ustralia and h3.s sinco continued on a reduced ' 
scale chiefly(up till 1950-51) for export purposes. During 1951-52 only 300 tons 
(expressed in terr:.1s of \veight of shell eggs)wero produced, the '.!hole of -,7hich'ilC1s 
consumed in Australia, le2.ving no surplus for export. 

Conpara,tive det-ol,ils of tho production and utilization of eggs and ogg 
.products are shovm in the following t2.ble" 

Tll.BLE 21 ~ 2RODUCTION .L:N'D UTILIZATION OF EGGS .h.~"D 3GG :~RCDUCTS : i..USTRALIA 
==----'- - ~- ( '000 Tons) 

I A:Terage-'-~e-r-a-g-e-"'i"""'~------'-'~'- -----

Particula;r-s 11936-37 to 1946-47 to 1949~50 1950-511951-52(a)( 
____________________ ~ __ 1~9~38_-~3~~ ___ ~_1~48_-~4~9~ ________ ~ _______ ~ ______ ~ 

SHELL EGGS 

~_change in Stocks 
Production (c) 

i (+)"" 0.1 iC_) 0.3~T+·f- 0.2(+) 
~ 11 9. 9 __ 1 : 6. 5 11 0 .4 

1 • 1 

Total Supp+~ 119.8 116.8 1 '10.2 

Exports (incl.Shipsl Stores) 
Miscellaneous Usos (d) 
Australian Consumption 

7.6 
3.2 

78.7 

1---' 

----~----.-.-, 

EGG POWDER (e.2. 
-----.----

Net Change in Stocks - (-) 
Production -

!£:tal .S tll2.P li e s 2 -
Exports -
Australian Consumptio n -

--~ 

-~----'---
10.4 14.0 8.4 
22.9 19.0 17 .0 
86.5 83.8 84.8 

.,... -
1 .2 (+) 0.2 . (-) 0.2 
3.2 1.3 0.7 

4 "Lf- 1.1 0.9 

4.4 0.9 
1----._-.:,-

0.7 
- 0.2 0.2 

EGG PULP (Liquid Whole) (e.) 

Net 
Pro 

Exp 
Mis 
Aus 

Change in Stocks 
duction· 

!.otal..~tlPpli~~ 
orts 
cellaneous Uses ef) 
tralian Consumption 

-'" (b) 
3.2 

3.2 
:--' 

0.3 
-
2.9 

(-) 1.4 ,+) 0.5 l-) 0.5 
20.0 17 ,4 16.0 -. 
21.4 16.9 16.5 

12.0 7.13 13.4 
0.8 0.2 0.2 
8.6 8.9 709 

" .-

106.9 
" ~. 

105.8 
'. 

8.5, 
1409 
82.4 

--
0.3' 

0.3 
1--'---

0.3 
\ 

-:- 1 • 0 
1 Lt-1)4 

---
i3.t;. 

... - ... ----, .. ·10)9 
0.2 
8.3 

TQ.T~ EGGS (e) \ , 
Net Change in Stocks 
Production 

Total SU;Rplie s g 

Exports (incl.Ships' Stores) 
Miscellaneous Uses (g) 
Australian Consumption 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 

~
d ) 
e) 
f) 

( g) 

26.8 
0.5 

81.6 95.2 

116.1 

22.7 
0.5 

92.9 

2.0: 
106.9 

1 Otr • 9 ~ 
I 

13.5 ; 
0.5 f 

90.9· 
----~--~-----~----------

Subject to reVlSlon. 
Not available. 
Includes estimates for uncontrolled commercial 
production and production by self-sup~liers. 

For pulping and pow'der and wastage. 
In terms of weight of shell eggs. 
Processed into powder. 
Wastage. 



,:,1
-: 

W
IIJ

..-
" 

....
,...

...-
--:

".,.
:..-

""
",

, 
-"

,,
-,

 --
=-

..,
. 

_ ,
,
4

,
 

#-
.~

 
"
.
,
.
 

""
""

.-
-
-
''
'-

-
.,

.-
' 

.
.
 

-
.
-
"
 -

"
-
'-

'-
"
'"

,
 

"
'
-
_
~
_
_
_
_
 

'"w
 ....
 -
-
-
-
-
-

P
R

O
D

U
C

T
IO

N
 

A
N

D
 U

T
IL

IZ
A

T
IO

N
 O

F
 S

H
E

L
L

 
E

G
G

S
: 

A
U

S
T

R
A

L
IA

 

P
R

E
"W

A
R

 (
AV

.l
e~

(Q
-3

7 
T

O
 1
~3
8 

-3
S)

,P
O

ST
-W

A
R

(A
V

.1
94

G
-4

7T
O

 1
94

8-
49

),1
94

9,
.S

O
T

O
 1

9S
I-5

2 

~
(
)
T
O
N
S
 

oo
or

O
N

S
 

1
2

0
 

1
0

0
 

8
0

 

6
0

 

~
o
 

2
0

 

o 

- -
~
 

- - - -
IX

 
cc

 
0 

N
 

~
 

~
 

IA
 

LA
, 

lo
t)

 
S

 
;
;
:
a
.
'
 

I 
:;I

>
 

G
) 

0 
_ 

W
 

t!-
~
 

.."
 

~
 

f 
f 

~
 

~
 

!!
 

PR
O

D
U

C
TI

O
N

 

• I I I I I I I I I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

i 
I 

f;1 
~ 

qt 
~ 

~ 
~
 
~
 

in
 

f 
i!

 
~
 

!l
 
~
 

E
X

P
O

R
T

S
 

C
O

M
M

O
N

W
E

A
L

T
H

 B
U

R
E

A
U

 O
F

 C
E

N
S

U
S

 A
N

D
 S

T
A

T
IS

T
IC

S
 

C
A

N
B

E
R

R
" 

A
.C

.T
. 

J
U

N
E

, 
1

9
5

3
 I 

"
-
-

r-
--

-
n 

~
 

a:
 

0 
-

N
-

~
 

~
 

1
.t

) 
to

n 
..

.,
 

~
 

~ 
~
 
~
 

d;
 

LW
 

II
')

 
a\

 
en

 
a
')

 

f 
f 

-
-

-
P

U
LP

I N
G

. P
O

N
D

E
R

 
A

N
D

 W
A

S
TA

.G
E

 

"- a:::
 

IX
 

Q
 

~
 

N
 

~
 
~
 

'?
 

• 
~
 

• 
~
 

en
 

<
:)

 
-

...
.. 

..
..

.,
 

&
n

 
10

0 
IX

 
en

 
en

 
en

 
Q

. 
-

-
..

-

A
U

S
T

R
A

L
IA

N
 

C
O

N
S

U
M

P
T

IO
N

 

-
1

2
0

 

-
1

0
0

 

-
8

0
 

-
s
o

 

-
4

0
 

-
2

0
 

o 



P
R

O
D

U
C

T
IO

N
 A

N
D

 U
T

IL
IZ

A
T

IO
N

 
O

F 
B

U
T

T
E

R
:A

U
S

T
R

A
L

IA
 

P
R

E
·W

A
R

(A
V

.1
53

fO
·3

7 
T

O
 
18
38
-3
~)
, 
P0
5T
"W
AR
(A
V.
I~
4G
·4
7 

T
O

 1
54
B·
4~
),
 1
~4
9-
S0
 T

O
 1

5
5

1
-S

Z 

V
O

O
T

O
N

S
 

2
0

0
 

I 
,7

 O
O

O
Tt

JN
S

 
2

0
0

 
,.. 

I 
-

I-
-

~
 

( 
~
-

-
-

/6
0

 
-

-
-

l"
"
-

I 
-

-
-IG

O
 

12
0 

-
I 

-
-

-
~
-

r-
-

l-
I 

-1
2

0
 

~
 

-
8

0
 l-

I 
-

~
 

-
~
 

I 
--

I-

8
0

 

-
4

0
 l-

I 
-

r-
-

l-

I 
-

~
 

-
4

0
 

o 
~
 

I 
I 

-
cr

 
" 

0 
u;

 
N

 
0:

: 
a:

 
Q

 
-

~
 

at
; 

cr
 

0 
C"

l 
a:

 
0:

: 
0 

-
N

 

~ 
~ 

\l
)
 

&D
 

~ 
~ 

r.n
 

'" 
~ 

~ 
1f

t 
in

 
an

 
~ 

~ 
Io

n 
an

 
tn

 
I 

• 
• 

• 
• 

0 
• 

I 
en

 
0 

I 

~
 

0 
• 

~
 

, 
G

'l 
0 

, 
, 

J!.
 

"If
' 

L
I)

 
in

 
. 

t!.
 

-
IiJ

 
~
 

&
D 

II
) 

c&
I 

,.:.
 

-
.....

 
La

J 
II

)
 

IS
) 

~
 

1
6

) 
r.n

 
a:

 
en

 
!?

 
Q

 
!!

 
a:

 
."

 
21

 
G

) 
en

 
GI

:: 
II

) 
~
 

~
 

~
 

Dc
: 

V
) 

en
 

!2
 

en
 

£L
 

f 
-

£L
 

f 
-

~
 

f 
0-

f 
-

(J
 

P
R

O
D

U
C

T
IO

N
 

S
U

P
P

LI
E

.S
 

E
X

P
O

R
T

S
 

A
U

S
T

R
A

L
IA

N
 

C
O

N
S

U
M

P
T

IO
N

 
C

O
M

M
O

N
W

E
A

L
T

H
 

B
U

R
E

A
U

 o
r C

E
N

S
U

S
 A

N
D

 S
T

A
T

IS
T

IC
S

 
C

A
N

B
E

R
R

A
,A

.C
.T

. 
JU

N
'E

,If
)S

3 

,>
,4

If
I-

-
.
.
.
.
.
-
~
 

--
>

f 
"
,.

--
-"

 
_

--
J
 

..,
.,.

-"
 

-'
-"

"-
""

..
, 

Y
" 

"""
-

..
,-

"
"
 

..
. 

~
 
" .. 

"
-
-
,
~
.
~
-

..... 
,~ .. ~ 

« 
• 

d 
,J

. 
~
 

.. _
_

 .
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
.
-
.
-

,J
 
_

-
.,

..
 



23. 
Consumption of eggs (shell oggs,poYlTder and pulp expressed as sh811 

eggs) per hoad, at 23.9 lb. (219 eggs) in 1951~52, \7aS loss than that for o.ny year 
sL1ce 1938-39. Supplies of shell og2,'S and the-shell ogg0quivalent of liquid vtholo 

,.. egg per head available for consur:J.ption aro det2_iled il2._.~l1e follo-.• ~ing table -
t 

·TABLE . 22 g SUPPLIES 03' EGGS ;'l\1:D -SGG PRODUCTS ~.,v.nIL;'BLE "'OR C0:tI2..U!:lPTION . 
L.USTR.h.1IA 

-.-.-------------~.---------------r_~--------~~--------~ 

Commodity 

--.-. ------~-.----+....;.-:;.;;;;.;;;..~~_+_,-~....i,.;;~:..::..._+.-----_I_-----i_------
"Shell Eggs 

Egg Pov-ider (b) 
, Egg Pulp (Liquid Vv'hole) (b) 

Total, Shell .!~ui valent -

lb. per head 
No. per head (c) .• ---

1
a) Subject to rovision. 
b) In terQs of sholl eggs. 
c) Tho avorago weight of an egg in Australia 

is taken as 1.75 oz. 

(v) Oils and F~ts (including Bu~~) 

R'3fernce.is made in Section 3 (i) to the decline in the production 
of Dilk for butter since 1938--39 and the fo.ctors contributing to this docline. 
Production of butter de clined during 1951-52 to 135,800 tons, tho 10'jTe st recorded 
since 1929:..·30~ The 1951-52 production ·;ms 'A-ell below the avera.go for the throe 

" years ended 1938-39 of 191,000 tons, the ~werage for tile three years ended 1948-·~9 
of 157,100 tons, and the post Vlar peak reached during 1949-50 of 173,600 tons. 

The rationing of butter, vlhich was introduced in June, 1943 and 
continued until 16th June, 1950, re stricted the quantity consumed in A;~lstralia and 

r-
offset to some extent the effect of the decline in production, thus onabling exports 

~ to be increased to the extent of savings through rationing. Nevertheless, exports 
declined gre3.tly and during 1946-47 amounted to 60,700 tons 'Nhich \vas considerably 

• less than the pre-'Nar figuro of 90,000 tons. Mainly as a result of incro::'..sed output 
butter exports during the three years 19I1r7-!r8 to 1949-50 were comparatively high. 
However, consequedt upon the:: lifting of rc;.tioning on 16th June, 1950, 10C2.1 consump
tion increased sharply in 1950-51 and Gxports docroasod to 55,200 tons. In 1951-52 
the substantial fall in production caused exports to fall to 13,000 tons. 

The production of table margarino for consumption in Aust:ralia is 
restricted by State legislation, but output was considerably expanded during the w'ar 
years to moot the requirements of tho Arr."lGd Forco s and reached a peak of 11,900 tons 

( 

in 1944. Production up to 1949-50 VlaS well iilaintained, as thero VlaS demand for this 
~ product for export pu:rposes, but output has been restricted to some extent because 

of the shortage of coconut oil and other oils and fats used in its manufacture. The • greatly decreased production during 1950-51 is associated "liTi th the substantially 
reduced demand on home and oversea markots. Principally because of the acute shortage 
of butter during 1951-52, State Legislation was introduced t,o increase the maximum 
allowable production of table margarine. J...s a result, production increased from the 

• post-war low of 3,800 tons during 1950-51 to 6,800 tons during 1951-52. This is 
4,000 tons (142.9 per cent) more than average production over the three years ending 

~ 1938-39. 

f The production of margarine other than table, amounted to 25,000 tons 
in 1951-52, vlihich 'JiaS 2,800 tons (12.6 per cent) more than the previous year and 

~ 12,800 tons (104.9 per cent) more than tho average for the three years 1936-37 to 
1938-39. 

, 
~ 



24. 
Comparative details of the production CLnd utilization of butter and 

of both grades of margarine are shovm in the follOYving tCLble. 

.!ABLE 23 ~ PRODUCTION ;.},iil VTILIZ~TION OF DUTTER ~1ID I::": .. RGJ .. ElNE 0 ~~USTPJiLIA . 
('000 Tons) 'l1li 

1 

_ .. .. ', .. Average _j~v:er9.ge j- " ~ . 

Particulars 1936-J7---to- -1.946-47 tol1549-50 1950-51 1951-52(a) 
_. 1938-39 1948-49 

-- -BUTTER -

-Net Change in Stooks i (b) (-) 3.6 (+) 0.8 (-) 5.9 (+) 3.5 
Produo-tion 191.0 "'" 13.7. 1 17 3".6 163.9 135.8 

Total Suulies~ 191 .0 160.7 172.8 169.8 132.3 

Exports (incl.Ships' Stores)(e ) 90.0 76.0 81.9 55.2 13.0 ' 
Australian Consumption - -101 .0--- 84.7 9-0.9 11 !e ~6 119.3 

-
Ivlb.R GAR I NE - TABLE 

-( -) --Net- Ch-.ange in Stooks (~~8 (-) 0.6- 0.4 (+) 0.4 ".; ., 
Production 6.4 6.3 3.8 6.8 

Total SU0j21ies 3 2.8 7.0 6.1 3.4 6.8 
Exports - 4.0 4.1 1.7 2.1 .. 
Australian Consumption 2.8 3.0 2.6 1 .7 4.7 .111 

Ivll..RGi.RlNE - OTHER 
i 

Net Change in Stocks (b) - .. (+) 0.5 (-) 0.3 I (+) 0,1 
Production 12.2 18.9 23.5 22.2 25.0 

Tot:11 SUl2l2lie s:; 12.2 18.9 23.0 22.5 2/r .9 
Exports - 0.2 - - -
Mi see llane ous Uses (d) - 0.2 0.3 (b) (b) 
i.ustralian Consumption 12.2 18.5 22.7 22.5 2f1r .9 

(a) Subjo ct to rev~s~on. ., 
~b) Not available. 
0) Includes dry butter fat 1 ghee and 11 

tropioal spread expressed as butter. 
(d) Used in the manufaoture of table J:1argarine • • 

As previously mentioned, butter rationing was lifted on 16th June, 
1950, and this 7ms follo'.-red by a sharp increase in consumption of butter during 
1950-51 to 30.9 lb. per head of popUlation with another inorease to 31.3 lb. per 
head in 1951-52. This was 26.2 pOl' cont. more than the consumption during • average 
tho throe years ended 1948-49, and only slightly below the pre~vvar level. 

With increased supplies of butter available, tho consumption of rrur- , 
garine per head fell during 1950-51 by 28.6 per cent. to 0.5 lb. in the case of table 
grade and by 3.2 per cent. to 6.1 lb. in the case of industrial grade as compared .. 
with-the previous year. Contributing factors to the decreasing consumption of table. 
margarine were possibly the comparatively large proportion sent to attractive over
sea markets and the non-competetive price of margarine on tho home markot as 
compared -Nithbutter. However, during 1951--52 a pronounced shortage of butter was 
followed by a SUbstantial increase in the price of butter, vlhich were undoubtably 
tw-o factors in bringing about an increase in the popularity of table margarine and • i 

consumption per head increased from 0.5 lb. per head in 1950-51 to 1.2 lb. per head. I 
in 1 S:51-52. Consumption of other margarine inoreased from 6.1 Ib, per head in I 

1950-51 to 6.5 lb. in 1951-52. 

, 



• 

.. 

25. 

Details of the estimated supplies of "visible" fats and oils avail
able for consumption per head of population are show'n in the follow'ing table for 
the three ye2.,rs ended 1938-39 tho threo yO:J.rs endod 1948-49 and for each year 
1949-50 to 1951-52. 

TABLE 24 ~ SUPI'LIES OF "VISIBLE" ·FATS AND OILS j1Vi"l.ILll.BLE wOR CONSUl'TTlON g 

AUSTR.I.LlA . 
(lb. per head per annum) 

• '0·" 

.. .". ~ .. ~ .Average 
, 

Average 
Commodity 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1949-50 1950-51 'j 951 -52(a) 

1938-39 1948-49 
Butter .. . . ~ ., -.. " .-'" . 32.9 24.8 25.3 30.9 31.3 -.. ' 

Margarine - Table 0.9 . 0.9 0.7 0.5 1.2 
. ", .. , Other' 4.0 5.4 6.3 6. 1 6.5 

Lard 1.7 1 .2 1.2 1.0 1 .0 
. Vegetable. Oils and Other Fats(b) 4.7 4.1 3,9 Lte 0 3.09 

Total Fat content 
,. 

37.6 31.0 
.. 

32.0 36.0 
. .... -,~ ... " .... - .... - -

(a) Subject to reVlSlon. 
(b) Based on consumer survey data of 1944; no 

data are available as to recent trends in 
consumption. 

(vi) Sugar and Syrups. 

37.ct 

The decline in the production of cane sugar in Australia from the 
average for the three pre-war seasons 1936 to 1938 of 775,700 tons of raw sugar 
(804,400 tons at 94 net titre) to 581,600 tons of raw sugar (605,300 tons at 94 
net titre) in the 1947 season, arose chiefly from vrar-time contingencie s. Labour 
shortages, insufficient supplies of fertilizers and variations in seasonal condi-

if' tions all contributed to the lowering of output. 

• 

.. 
i 

Following improvement in the labour supply for cutting and milling 
and excellent seasonal conditions, cane sugar production showed a remarkable 
increaso during the 1948 season to 915,000 tons rm{ basis (943,000 tons at 94 net 
ti tre). Production declined slightly in the two folloviing seasons, but during 1951 
fell to 721,000 tons of ro.w sugar (745,000 tons at 94 net titre), principally 
because of drought conditions in the sug:::.r grovling districts. 

However, following a good season, combined-Ji th an increase in the 
acre;:;'[j8 cut, production of ravv·sugarduring the 1952 season amountod to about 
918,000 tons (952,000 tons at 94 net titre), exceeding the previous record(the 
1948 se:::.son) by 3,OOOtons. 

The following table shOi:VS dotails of production :::.nd utilization of 
raw sugar for 1951-52 vrith corxpar2.tive det:J.ils for;the previous years indicated. 
It should be noted that the detu.ils given below for post-war years refor to years 
ended 30th June. Beet sugar is included • 

TABLE 25 " PRODUCTION J...J'irJ) UTILlZiSIG1~ OF Ri."i{ SUG;·.R Z AUSTRALL~ 0 

( '000 Tons! 

I i>.Verage Average 
., 
i 

Particulars I 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1948-49 1949-50 1950-51 1951-52(a) 
1938-39 1948-49 

Net Change in Stocks (b) (+) 6.2(c) (+) 2.5 (+) 7.4 (-)10.4 (+)2.5 (-)15. 8 
Production (raw) 779.3(d) 683.9 897.4 902.5 906.9 702.2 

. Total Suppliesg 773 .1 681.4 890.0 912.9 904.4 718.0 

Exports (e) (including sugar 
content of manufactured 
products exported) 435.3 251 .6 461 .0 483.4 [~33 • 1 206.1 

Miscellaneous Uses (f) 11 .2 21.0 19.5 19.5 21 .4 27.0 
Australian Consumption -

(including sugar content of 
manufactured products 
consumed) ( g) 326.6 408.8 ,~09. 5 410.0 L~L~9. 9 484.9 

(a) Subject to revision. (b) Includes sugar content of imported foodstuffs. 
(c) By balanco. (d) Average throe seasons 1936 to 1938. (e) Raw and refined 
including ships' store s. (f) Including duplication (i.e. Golden Syrup and Treacle), 
industrial uses and losses in refining; see Table 45 • (g) In terms of refined. 



~ .. , 

26. 
In the next t~blo dot~ils of su)pli3s of sugar (including sugar 

contained in m~nufactured products) ~nd syrups available for consumption per 
head oJ popul::..tion are sho'fm forspocifiod yoars. 

Ti.BLE 26 g SUPPLIES OF SUGLR ~";I,.,.1iJJ) SYRUPS LV • ..IL.:,J3LE :"'OR COlJ:::mIP~1ION ~ .h.USTR.i~1I.A 1 

(lb. per hoadpor annun) 
~.k •• " ~-- ~ .... . ." ........... ~-... -. -"" . , , 

'AverJ.ge iiV81'l(],gC 
! ". ...... 

t 
Commodi ty 1936:"37to 1946-tr 7 to 1949-50 1950-51 1951-52 (a) 

' " " ", 1938-39 1948-t~9--"" ...... . ,.' ... _" .. -.... -

Refined Sugar - .As Sugar 70.6 68.7 67.4 68.9 70.8 
In manufactured 

", Pro1ucts:-- 35.9 51.0 46.7 '52~3 56.4 

Totalg 106.5 119.7 11/r.1 121 .2 127.2 

Syrups, Honey and Glucose 
( Sugar Content) 5.5 5.6 5.4 6.0 5. 8 

" T'o't'a;l SU6:ar Content ~' . 112.0 125.3 119.5 127.2 133.0 
,_.-'- - " ... -.~ . , 

(a) Subject to revision. 

ThG consumption of sugar (excluding that consumed in manufactured 
products) during 1946-47~ the last coraplete year of rationing, was 65.9 lb. per 
head compared with 70.6 lb. per head during the pre-\yar period. In 1947-48~ which .. 
included only tvvo days of official rationing, consumption rose to 72.1 lb. por 
head but declined to 67-.4 lb. in the follovr-ing year. By 1951-52 it had risen 
to 70.8 lb. 

The consumption of sugar in manufactured products rose from 35.9 lb. 
per head pre-war to an average of 51.0 lb. per head during the throe years 1946-47 
to 1948-49. Follovling a decline in 19!r9-50 to 46.7 lb. per head, consumption rose 
to 56.4 lb. in 1951-52. 

The consumption of syrups (golden syrup and treacle), honey and 
glucose expressed in terms of sugar content was 5.8 lb. per head in 1951-52 
compared with 5.5 lb. per head during the three years ended 1938-39. 

The consumption of all sugar and syrups (expressed as sugar content) 
per head of population, amounted to 133.0 Ib in 1951-52 compared with 127.2 lb. 
in 1950-51, 119.5 lb. in 1949-50 and 112.0 lb. in the pre-war period. • 

(vii) Potatoes (Vl'hite and Sweet) 

In the following table detai Is relating to the production and 
utilization of whi te and sYiTeet potatoe s are shovm for the pre-vrar period, the three 
years 1946-47 to 1948-49 and each of the potato years ended October, 1950 to 1952. 
The data relating to .-.hite pota,.toes have been compiled from information supplied 
by State ?otato Marketing Boards, in addition to that collected by State 
Statisticians,plus an estimate for self-suppliers. 

Production was expanded considerably during the war years to meet 
the requirEment bf the Armed Force sand reached a 'peak 01 686,400 tons of market
able potatoes in 1944-45 • Production declined in each succeedihg year to 1950-51, 

,when the marketable crop amounted to 408,900 tons. This was followed by a steep 
rise to 513,900 tons in 1951-52. 

After the war a small export tra,le in potatoes vms built up. 
,By,1.951 q},lanti tie,s exported to all de stinations had dvdndled to 7,200 tons, but 
during 1951-52, 15,800 tons were exported, including 6,883 tons to New Zealand. 

\ 
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21, 

Production of sweet potatoes in 1951-52 is estimated at 5,300 tons 
compared vri th tho pro-'.-mr lovel of about 1,40.0 tons. 

TABLE 21 ~ PRODUCTION am UTILIZ.lBION OF POTaTOES " l1USTIU.LIA 

Particulo.rs 

( '000 Tons) 
I 

I Average 

1

1936 -31 to 
1938-39 

Year ended 31st October -
Average 

1946-41 to 
1948-/1,·9 

1950 1952(1.1) 

POT.lROES , WHITE 

1-Ne-t--ch-a-n-ge--i-n-S-t-o-ck-S----------,~~(b~)==~=(~-;)=1-5-.~8-'~(--)~-0.-9~~(~b)~~--{r.b~)---
~Iproduction (c) 360.4 506.4 470.3 408.9 513.9 

Total Supl?lies~ 360.4 522.2 1,·71.2 408.9 513.9 

tExports (incl. Ships' Stores) 4.9 25.6 1/~.4 1.2 15.b 
!Miscellaneous Uses (d) 37.0 72.3 65.0 60.0 60.0 
'~~ralian Consumption (e) 318.5 /r24.3 391.8 341.7 438.1 

POTATOSS 9 S'ilrTIET (f) 

~~~~----~--~~---------------..---~~--~----_r~--~--_r.~--~~~--~---~~--iNet Change in Stocks (b) I (b) (b) (b)! (b) 
IProduction 7~4 5:3 '5.0 5.2 5.3 

Total Supplie s; 
4. 

,Exports 
'Australian Consumption 

1.4 5.3 5·0 5.2 5.3 

5.3 5.0 5.2 

,··(a) Su'bject to revision. (b) Not available. (c) Marketable production. (d) S3ed 
and wastage and quantities used for canning and dehydration. (e) Fresh 

'p.<?tatoes (mly. (f) Years ended June. " 

The estimated. consumption of potatoes rose continuously from the pre-
t War level of 106.2 lb. per head (103.8 lb. of white and 2.4 lb. of sweet) until I 

1946-47, whon a total of 134.8 lb. (133.1 lb. of white and 1.7 lb. sweet) was 
consumed. Follo1iving a very small decline in 1947-48, there vms a Bharp fall to 
109.7 lb. (108.3 lb. of w·hite and ,1.4 lb. of sy,reet) in 19<-8-/r 9, consumption remain

~.ing at .apprGximately the same level d uring1949-50, falling abruptly again during 
1950-51 to 93.5 lb. (92.1 lb. of white and 1.4 lb. of svmet), There was a good 
recovery to 116.3 lb. (114.9 lb. of white and 1.4 lb. of sweet) in 1951-52. 

~ Comparat~.v~_4e.tails of the consunption of both v{hi te and sweet potatoes per head 
of 'population are shown in the following table. It should be noted that little 
informa~ion is available concerning recent trends in home growing of potatoes and 

:, the estimafes'of total consumption shown below must therofore be regarded as 
i approximate. 
~ 

, 
~) 
F 

1 
: 
, 

~ 

. 

TABLE 28 g SUPPLIES OF POThTOES .iJ.\JI) SWEET POTi~TOES j~VAILABLE FOR CONSu]'IT'TION g 

White 
Sweet 

Commodity 

Potatoes (b) 
Potatoes (c) 

Tota13 

AUSTRi-iLIA 
(lb. per head per annum) 

Average Year ended 31st October -
-.,.-

1936-37 to Averq,ge 

1938-39 1946-47 to 1950 
1948-49 

103.8 124.2 109.0 
2.4 1,5 1 "4 

! 
106.2 125.7 110.4 

(a) Subject to reVlSlon. 
(b) Includes the fresh equivalent of 

canned potatoes. 
(c) Years ended June. 

I 
I 1951 

92.1 
'I .4 

93.5 

1952 (1.1) 

114.9 
1.4 

116.3 



28. 
(viii) Pulse and Nuts 

Details of the production 3Xld utilization of dried pulse (nuinly 
. blue peas ~ spli tpeas' 'and navy beans) and pearnuts, the princip.:1l lo.cally~p.roduced 
-oGmffioditios.in .. _thisgroup, Cl,re sh.myn in the following table •. Prior to the Viar,\ 

··Australia' s.supplies of. navy J:)eans were entirely imported, but' the development'of 1 

looal produotion during and after the war has reduced iL1port requirements to some 
extent. Formerly large quanti tie s of peanuts 'Nere ir.1ported from India for oil 
Gxtra.etion,. but. because .of.fQQ9, f3horta,ges.in that C()lU1try 3xports of these nuts 
have been withheld since January, 1946. Australia's supplies h.:1ve since 'been' 

',. confined mai.nly.tn local .. prodUction, iiifhich rose :f1'0I:1.7,.000 tons pre-YJar to 22,800 
tons harv8sted in April-May, 19/n, but fell to 15~800 ton harvested 'in 1948, and )
j)rogre ss~vly to 5,400 tons during 1951. To mak8 up, in some p.art, the deficiency I 

caused by the decline in prod liCfion ~ b.ustraliaimported during 1950-51, 2,232 tons I 

.. (in-shell equivalent of._kernals) from Fiji and Indonesia, and during 1951-52, 
3,878 tons, 2,421 tons of which were from Indonesia, D.l1.d 1,194 tons fron China.. \ 

The other cornmodi tie s included in this group oonsist of ediblotree' 
nutlLaP<;1" .coooa. Edible tree nuts consumed in Australia now consi st principally of 
imported coconuts and locally gr01Jffi almonis:1nd vralnuts, While cocoa: supplies aI'Ef' -; 

..... ~btained.e.~_~~.:r:~ly from imported beans. 

TABLE 29 s PROD~j'CTION luI]]) UTILIZb,TION OF PULSE 

Particulars 

Net Change in Stooks 
Imports 
Produotion 

Total Supplie s ~ 

Exports (inol. Ships' Stores) 
Miscellaneous Uses (0) 
Australian Consumption 

Net Change in Stooks 
Imports 
Production 

Total Supplie s g 

( ·000 Tons) 

AVGrage 1 Ave rage 
1936-37' to'j1946-4 7' to 

1938-39 I 1948-49 

DRIED PULSE ----

~~ I (-) 3.1 
4.5 

b )_ 12.0 

(b) 19.6 

(b) 8.6 
(b) 1.1 

(d) 4.5 9.9 

PE.dNUTS ~IN SHELL) 

- (-) 0.4 
4.1 -
7.0 17 .3 

11 • 1 17.7 

Exports - 0.4 
Miscellaneous Use s (e) 6.9 4.4 
Australian Consumption 4.2 12.9 

. (+) 0.1 
9.4 

12.5 
21.8 

4.8 
1 • 1 

15.9 

0.4 
10.0 

10.4 

0.8 
1.4 
8.2 

g ;.USTRALIA 

(+) 0.5 
8.3 

12.0 

19.8 

4.2 
0.9 

14.7 

2.2 
8.0 

10.2 

0.1 
1 .4 
8.7 

(+) 0.3 
10.2 
13.0 
22.9 

3.9: 
5.4( 

-------~SUb-J~·e-c~t~t-o--r-e-v-~i-s~i-o-n-.------~--------~----------~------~·1 

"",,- ..... 

(b) Not available. 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 

Seed and waste. 
Survey data. 
Oil extraction and seed" 

The estimated supplle s of uj coimnodi tie s in thi s group available 
-for consump.tion per head of population aresho.vm in the follovrirrgtable. The.. 
consumption of dried pulse per head has increased considerably and at 5.0 lb. 
in 1951-52 was more than three times the pre-war figure. The consumption of 
peanuts (as salt3d peanuts and as peanut butter or paste) showed remarkable 
expansion from 0.9 lb. per head pre-war to an average of 2.5 lb. per head over the ' 
three years ended 1948-49, but owing mainly to sharp falls in production, the 
consumption during the subsequent years declined, and in 1951-52 was 1.4 lb. per 
head. The oonsumption of tree-nuts declined during the 'lJar, but in '950-51 amountedt 
to 2.3 lb. per head compared with 0.8 lb. pre-war. However, because of a large 
decrease in the production of Almonds, consumption fell to 1.3 lb. per head during 
1951-52. The consumption of cocoa beans has risen from 2.1 lb. before the war to ' 

'I 
3.5 lb. 



COl1sur:rption of the ',{hole g:,:-oup per head rose from an 2.verage of 
5.3 lb. during the three yoars ended 1938-39 to 11.0 lb. per head in '1951··52 • 

29. 

T;"BLE 30 2 SUPPLIES OF PULSE l~I\TD NUTS is .AILABL'E FOR CONSID'lPTION 8 • :,USTRALIA 

(lb. por hoad per annum) 
, I 

1949-50 1950-51 1951-52(a) ComDodi ty 
I Ave r age .Ave rage 
1936-37 to 1946-47 to 

Dried Pulse 
Peanuts (b) 
Edible Tree nuts (b) 
Cocoa (raw beans) 

TotCl.lg (Edible'iveight) 

1938-39 1948-49 ,-
1.5 I 2.8 4.5 4.0 5.0 
0.9 2.5 1.5 1 .6 1 . Ie 
0.8 1.3 1.9 2.3 1.3 

3.8 3.3 3.3 2.1 3.4 
~-----.--.-4--~~----~--~----~~~~~--~~-

10.0 

(a) Subject to revision. 
(b) Weight wi'thout shell. 

i ix) T oma t oe~n?:. g~,!!:~ Frui t 

11.7 11 .2 11 .0 

~ The estimated total production of fresh tomatoes and citrus fruit 
I is shown in the following table. The figures are based on the output recorded on 
I growers' annual returns together with estimates of production by self-suppliers. 

-

! Tomato production in the pre-war period is:::~::.')ably under-:stated, owing to the lack 
~ of complete data at that time. 

The table also shovrsdetails of the utilization of tomatoes 
(including tomato products expressed in terms of fresh tomatoes) and citrus fruit 

r (including citrus products in terms of f:::.~esh fruit). Allowances for Vlastage of both 
products axe also shmffi. 

Tomato production at 104,700 tons vvas only slightly more than average 
t 8 production for the three years ended 194 -49 and the year 1949-50, but Vlell above 
", production in 1950-51. Citrus production declined considerably from the previous 

year, but was much more th::m for the pre-w;:::,r period and only 4.5 per cent. less than 
average production for the years 1946-47 to 1948-49 and 3.8 per cent. less than 

~ 1949-50. 
I 

, The quartti ty of ;'1'1900 tons of toma toe s exported, recorded in the 
.... table below for the year 1951.-52, includes 3,)00 tons of estimated fresh equivalent 
~ of tomato products (mainly tomato jUice) exported during the year. Exports of 
: citrus fruit during 1951-52 totalled 37~90() tons (9,300 tons as fresh o.nd 28,600 

tons fresh equivalent of natural citrus juice) compared with average exports of Ii 13,200 tons of fre sh citrus' frui t du~~'ing the three years ended 1938-39. 

TABLE 31 ~ PHODUCTION ii.1TD UTILIZATION OF T·01IlI1.'T'OES AJ'TD CITRUS FRUITS g J,;"USTRALIi.l. 
( I 000 'T'OYlS") 

------------------------------~----------~.------.---~----------------- -----.--------Average 'I Aver3..ge i I 
Ii Particulars 1936-37 to ; 19!!6-f;·7to I 1949-50 ,1 950-51 1951-52 (a) 
~ _____________ __!.._1~9~3:.;;;...8-3;Z,_~ .• .L...;.1"'_9L..:...;·~8~_-....... 4.;::...9--!..1 ___ --'--___ ~ ____ _ 

~ T.2lf!TO.~S..%2.'~SH ?-1El 
!~~~~----~~~~--------~--- ,~--~--~~--~--~~--~--~~----
I Net Change in stocks . (c) .- 11-Y4·. 5 (c)\O) (c) 

Production (d)50.0 ,104.0 103.9 91.6 104.7 
~~~----~,---~-----.-+-----

Total Suppliesg 50.0 ! 108.5 103.9 91.6 
.,I Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 1---~-~I'····-17~·~6--+--Lf-1-. 9-+---L1-:-r.~1~-+---~4-.~9--

iN as te 2 .0 I 4.6 4.6 4.0 4. 6 
Australian Consumpti on 48. 0 1.~.~8_6._. 3:..-.......l_.....;.9....:4_ • ..;,4---1. __ 8....;3_ • .,.;;5_..L-_..:,.9..:,.5_. 2 __ 

CITR~§. l'B~j'_(.£2. 
'-'i-(~-) -"~l--(-c )-~-( c-:-)-- ( c) 

~ ____ ~~_ .. ,~I~1~4~4~.6~-+ __ 1_~~t3~.~5~ __ 1~'l_1~.3~+-_1~3~8~._1 ____ ___ 
144.6 143.5 171.3 138.1 

I------.-.+----.;--~-+---~-+------+------
14.0 19.0 29.3 37.9 

~ Net Change in Stocks (c) 
production 111 .0 

~ Total SUPElie s g 111 .0 i , 
Exports 1.3.2 

, Waste - 3.4 2.7 3.3 2.5 
! Australian Consumption 97.8 127.2 121.8 138.7 97.7 
'~~------------------------~~----------~.-----------~--------....:~--------~--~------(a) Subject to revision. (b) Includes fresh equivalent of manufactured 
~ (c) Not available. (d) Probably under-stated. because of the absence of 
~ data, 

products. 
complete 



-- ----------
--~--------------

30. 
In the next table, details are given of the estimated supplies of 

the se commodi tie s moving into consurJption pcr head of popula ti on. As mentioned 
above, thc figures relating to tomato consulilption in the pr?-war period are 
probabi~i under~stated, owing to the c:.bsel1:ce of cOlilplete "data rela"tingto production\ 

""", . .Th.er.e .. wa.s. however,a distirlct upllvard tJ:'cnd in :the con.sul}1p.tiQP. of tOlil:).toes per head. 
from 21.9 lb. in 1945 to 30.6 lb. in 1946-47. This subsequently declined to 22.5 
lb. in 1950-51, but rose to 25.0 lb. in 1951-52. 

The consumption of citrus fruit rose frolil 31.9 lb. per head pre--war 
to 37.4 lb. in 1950-51, but dcclined to 25.6 lb. in 1951-52. 

It should be notcd that the fi gure s relating to consumption of 
ci true fl'uitinclude. some duplication, as no allowance has been lilade for fruit 
used in j,am manufacture. 

TiLBLE 32 ~ SUPPLIES OF TOMATOES i-Jij]) CITRUS FRUIT AVb.IL;.BLE FOR CONSUMPTION 
AUSTRbLIA 

(lb. per head per annulil) 
I : , 

Avel'age Average 
Commodi ty 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1949-50 1950-5 1 1951-52(a)' 

1938-39 1948-49 
. 
i 

Fresh Tomatoes (b) (c) 15.7 25.3 26.3 22.5 25.0 
Fresh Citrus (b) 31.9 37.2 33.9 37.4 25.6 "-

Total Fresh Fruit Equivalent 47.6 62.5 60.2 59.9 50.6 

(a) Subject to revision. (b) Includes manufactured products in terms of fresh. 
(c) Probalby under-stated owing to absence of complete data. ~ 

(x) Other Fruit and Fruit Products ' 

Details of the production and utilization of fresh fruit (other than 
tomatoes and citrus fruit) and products thereof, viz., jams, dried fruit and ; 
canned fruit, are shown in the table below. 

The production of fresh fruit (excluding citrus and tomatoes)amounted 
to 537,000 tons in 1951-52 compared yvi th 531,000 tons in 1950-51, "average producti oJl 
of 533,900 tons during the three years ended 1948-49 and with an aV(3rage productiOn, 
of 509,500 tons during the throe years ended 1938-39. Exports of fre sh fruit, which' 
declined from the pre-war level of 1'16,600 tons to negligible proportions during the 
war, amounted to 81,100 tons in 1951-52. + 

Jam production expanded greatly after the pre·-war period and the peak , 
of 89,700 tons in 1947-48 Vias 50,800 tons or more than 130 per cent. a"(love the I 

average production for the three years ended 1938-39. There was a steep drop in' 
1948-49, and by 1951-52 output had fallen to 50,400 tons, a decline of 39,300 tons ~ 

. (43.8-per cent) from the 1947-48 level. Exports of jam in 1951-52 at 9,000 tons 
were considerably less than the level ruling since the war, but were still 5,200. 
tons (136.8 per cent.) greater than the average exports during the three immediate ,., 
pre-war years. '\ 

The production of dried vine fruit was 56,200 tons in 1951, compared ~ 
with 67,900 tons in 1950,64,900 tons in 1949 and average production of 80,500 tonsl 
during the three years ended 1939. Exports have declined substantially from the pre-> 
war level of 63,.000 tons to 31 ,500 tons in 1951 • 

. T·heproduction of total canned frui t (including solpack and crushed 
apples) reached a record level in 1951-52 at 110,800 tom~, exceeding the average 
production for the three years ended 1938-39 by 44,200 tons (66.4 per cent.). The 
product:i,on o:[the main pack (apricots? peaches and pears) was 82,500 i;onsin 1951-
52 compared with the previous record output of 66,200 tons in 1950-51 and average 
production of 54 1800 tons during the three years ended 1938-39. Exports of all 
canned fruit in 1951-52, at 52,300 tons, exceeded the pre-war export level by 17,600''1 
tons (50.7 percent.), and vyer~ 7.,000 tons more than in the previous year and 2,300 , 
tons more than in 1949-50, In earlier years it was necessary to make withdrawals ~ 
from stocks to maintain the high exports, but during the last two years, there was ' 
an addition to stocks. 
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TABLE 33 PRODUCTION "':Lffi UTILIZ;"TION OH' OTHER FRUIT AN]) 

FRUIT PRODUCTS g ;l.USTR.ALH. 
('000 Tons) 

Ave I\J.ge Average 
Particulars 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1949-50 1950-51 

1938-39 1948-49 

.- -FRESH ti"'RUIT (BXCLUDING TOMATOES AND CITRUS WRUIT) 

Net Change in Stocks (b) (b) I (b) (b) 
Production (c) 509.5 533.9 I 501.7 531.0 

Total SUppliesg 509.5 . 533.9 501.7 531.0 
Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 116.6 50.7 74.7 83.2 
Miscellaneous Uses (d) 104.7 (8) 185.7 147.9 165.9 
Australian Consumption 288.2 297.5 279.1 281.9 

Net Ch an. ge in Stocks j 

(bi8.9 
(+) 4.9 . (-)10.4 (-)3.9 

Production 74.2 61.0 56.8 

Total Supplie s g 38.9 69.3 71.4 60.7 .. .' 

Exports (incl. Ships I Stores) 3.8 26.8 29.3 19.0 
Australian Consumption 35.1 42.5 42.1 41.7 

" .-
DRIED VI}0 FRUIT ,--. 

Net Change in Stocks (b) I (b) (b) , (b) 
Production 80.5 {f) 74.6 (,g:)64.9 I (h)67.9 

Total SU;I2;I2lie s g 80.5 ( :r) 74.6 (g)64.9 (h)67.9 
Exports (i11.cl. Ships' Stores) 63~0 (f) 48.5 (g)35.5 (h)34.4 
Miscellaneous Uses (9) 1.7 (:f) 4.4 (g) 3.1 (h) 6.8 
Australian Consumption 

~ ... ... 

i5.8 (ff 21 .7 (g)26.3 ' (h)26..7 
DRIED TREE FRUIT 

Net Change in Stocks (c) I (-)5.5 i (-) 4.9 (-) 4.6 (-) 4.3 
Production 5.3 5.9 4.1 5.1 

!.otal Sup~lie s: 10.8 10.8 8.7 9.4 
Exports (incl. Ships I store"s) 1 .8 2.1 1.8 1.1 
Australian Consumption 9.0 8.7 6.9 8.3 

CAJ.\fNED FRUIT 

31. 

1951-52(a) 

(b) 
537.0 

537.0 
81.1 

152.3 
303.6 

(+)2.8 
50.4 

47.6 
9.0 

38.6 

(b) 
(1)56.2 
(i)56.2 

(i)31. 5 
i) 6.0 

'(i)18.1 

(-) 6.7 
4.3 

11 .0 
1 .3 
9.7 

Net Change in Stocks (c) (b~6.6 (-) 0.7 (-) 0.4 1(+)14.7 '(+) 1.9 
Production 80.2 93.4 104.7 110.8 

Total SU;I2plie s g 

Exports (incl. Ships I 
A~stralian Consumption 

Stores) 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 

~!~ 
t~~ 

66.6 80.9 
34.7 43.6 
31.9 37.3 

Subjeot to rev~s~on. 
Not available. 
Includes imports. 
P roce s sing. 
Inoludo s wastage 
Years1946 to 1948. 
Year 1949. 
Year 1950. 
Year 1951. 

93.8 90.0 108.9 
50.0 /:-5.3 52.3 
43.8 44.7 56.6 



32. 
Details of the supplies of the cODOociities included in this grqup 

rtib-ving-'imocnTIsumpti'on per-head- of-popu-la-t-Ton-aresh-ovm "in the follovnn-g-"'tab-ie. 
The consumption of fresh fruit per head during 1951-52 '"as less than consut1ption 
during the imt1ediate pre-vrar and post-viTar ;years? but 'ilas slightly more than either .. 
6f·the-ye·ars---1949':-50·or 1950;;:'51~----.ra~n cmTI3ucrpt-tcm, at '10';11b; per head'was thelow.e·s
recorded since 1936"::'J.7 .. _._.Pe_:r.c~m.!.t90_Qs..Jl,DPt_tQJ:LQ;f __ 9::r.t.E?9: __ .Y.~.:r.),e.fruits , at 4.9 lb., was 
a:ls(5- the-'lovves-t- re-bord.-ed- for -th(ryears" sho-vm"-prirrcipa:l1y because' of' the 'lovv level-
of production. Consuhlption of dried tree fruit per head? vras slightly less than 
tha:t...rec-o-r.d..a.d .. iffimedia.telyprG_w..a~w __ .. A:v.ailabla.s..tatisti..cs indicate that the consump
tion of canned fruit rose by 2.8 lb. (23.1 per cent) since the previous .. YE)a.r.~:nd 
vv:9:s-app-f6:ii:iriiaielY4-1b. (37-percGnt) moretliano;ve-ra:ge consumption for the period~ 
1936-37 to 1938-39 and 19L~6-~7 to 1948-49. Data how8ver are deficient to the extent 
that no allo'llances is made for changes in ':i-holesalers I .?,nd retailers I stocks, Vlihich" 
may-have-· abserhed some-·'Ofiih-einereased-- suppl-ie s-from·faet-orie s·-irr·1-951-52. ---"Ee-- - ... : 
timatEd consumption of the whole group, expros_sed in terms of fresh fruit per head • 
6-r--pop'ulatIori ~···.1ivas '1)0:-0 Ib:in "951-52' cor:rpared viit':1- tEe post:':vtarpoak6f-T45-;-n' ni"~
reached in 1947-48 and an average of 141.8 lb. in the three years ending 1938-39. 

-'-'---TAB~E'--'34'-zSiJpPL:fESO:B"FRUfT TOTHER 'T'}iAN TOIIlb.TOES .ti.J.ljl) .CITRUS FRUIT) AND 

.- .. --.. -. - -"-" PRODUCTS" THEREOF.ri.VAIL:A.BLE FOR C"ONSlJM1lTION AUSTRALIA 

(lb. p~r head pe~ annum) 

. ···.···----·.···.0o-mmedi t-y··-.. . ........... --
Average 

193.e-JI'·to •. 
1938-39 

Average 
'l~46:""4 7 to· 1949-50· .. -1-950-5·1 . -1951-:5.2(ar .. 

1948-49 • 
F:rt:rsh"':Fr\:l1~t::" : ... - H;:'...'-.....;. ,_ •• - """, ... , ~<'. 87.1 77.7 76.0 79.7 
J am .... _· ...... _ .~~. __ . 12.4. 11.7 --.- 1-102;·- .... ·-1 0.1 
Dried Fruit - Vine 

S14; -0-:. 
11 .4-. 
5.2 
2.9' 

.10.7 

(b) 6.3 (c) 6.5 (d) 7.2 (e) 4.·9" . 
Tree 2.5 

Canned_ Fru,it 10.9 

Total (Fresh Fruit Equivalent) 141 •. 8. 14Q".7. ... 
-. "., ...... .. 

(a) Sub je ct to revisi on • 
. .(1:J) Yearl3 .. 1946 :to 1947 ~ ..... 

( c) Ye ar 1949 • 
. ( d) Year···1950 •. ' 
(e) Year 1951. 

1.9 2.3 2 •. 6 . 
12.2 12.1 14.9 

130.3 132.6 130.0 

, (Xi) Leafy, Dreen lind Yellow VegOta15Tes ........................ . 

. .. ])uta .reJC3.ting_tQ.p:r.9duGtfon . .of--vegGt(;l.ples incll,l,d!3.d_ .. in thi.s.,(;l.nd .. _the 

-
following group are obtained from commercial output as returned by 'growers at the 
annual census of farm production, to "hich have been added allowances for production 
by self~suppliers~" The vege'tiiblesfri6Tuded"fri' these groups do not include potatoes?' 
whicb.-._.9-:r;~ _. ~hOY,'lL.Jn S~cttorJ,. J.cy~;i.) J?.1,11$e, .. gl:1.QWl'). in .S.~.Gti on 3 (viii)).· and- Tortiatoe s, 
shovm in Section 3 (ix). ' . 

.. -. ' .. -···--It··is emphasised· that the annual census-makes-p·rovision··f'or·gr·owers -........ .. 
to record their production in units in which they are normally marketed, e. g. .. 
details of potatoes and other root crops are collected in tons; cabbages, cauli
flowers, etc. in dozens ,vl'hilst others. are obtained in such units as bushels, bags,. 
bunches, cases, etc. In expressing these items in terms of tons of 2,240 lb. care 
has been taken to obtain appropriate factors from official sources, and while their 
precision has not been wholly established, it is' accepted that any margin .of error 
is not sufficient to impair their reliability to any extent; 

The proiuction of vegetables 'ivas considerably expanded during the 
war years to provide increased supplies in fresh and processed form for the Armed 
Forces. Since the war, curtailment of production has taken place and there has been 
a dovvnward trend in consumption, but this may have been offset to some extent in 
more recent years by increased home growing of vegetables. However data concerning .. 
recent trends in "back-yard" vegetable production are not at present available. 

Following the Gnd of the war? production of t he canned vegetables 
included in groups (xi) and (xii) declined from 41,200 tons in 1945 to 26,900 tons 
in 1951-52, output for intervening years being considerably less than the latter 
figure. Green peas comprise the principal portion of vegetables now being canned. 



33. 
Particulars rel~ting to the production and utilization of leafy? 

green anci yello\,[ vegetables in the frosh and canned forr.} are shown in the follow'ing 
table. 

Tl"l-BLE 35 "PRODUCTION.aND UTILIZ-,.TION OF LE.b.FY, GRE3N -,:JTD TILLmV 
VEGET-,;'BLES ~ ","US:':'HALH.I.. 

(1000 Tons) 

--------------.--------------~.--~------~~------~--------~------~--~-------

\
1 19 ~~~~~g~o 1 ;~;~~~f~o' 1949-50 I 195,_0-51 ,/ 1951-52 (a) Particulars 
. 1938-39 194?_-L.!..;:~9:.... ___ _4 ___ , • 

FR8SH 
~. 

in Stocks 
1 

(b) 
I 

(b) (b) . (b) I (b) No.t -Change 
Production (b) 204.5 191 .3 211)·,5 211 .1 

• 
Total Supplie s ~ (b) 204·5 191 .3 214.5 211 .1 -

Exports (incl. Ships' store s) (b) 4.4 3.7 3,0 2.8 
Miscellane ous Use s (c) (b) 27.7 2/'00 28.9 33.3 

• Australian Consunption (b) 172 .4 163.6 182.6 175.0 

C.i:':NI!TED 

y Net Change in Stocks (b) 
I 

(-) (-)0.3 (+J2.2 (+-) 1.6 I 1.3 
Production (b) I 12.0 12.2 13.7 16.6 

~ 
Total SUPElies 8 (b) 13.3 12.5 11.5 15.0 

;- Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) (b) 4.5 2.3 0.6 007 
Australian Consumption (b) - ~ "' '., 8.8 ,10.2 10.9 14.3 

(a) Subject to revision. 
(b) Not available • 

't" 

(c) Canning and c1,eIl,yt1ra ti on and vl.'"aste. 

In the next table details are shown or the consumption per head of 
population, of theiteos included in this·grotlp.Consumptioii bf the group as-a 

.... v{hole has declined somo\vhat since 1943!1 ovring principally to the reduced sUilplie s 
of fresh legumes available. It should be noted that no allowance has been made for 
any upward trend v!hich may have occurred in "back-yard" production to offset the 

• Q.€lcline i:r.l, Qommerci?-J,s1,lpplie s. 

TABLE 36 

Commodity 

~ .Cabbage s and Greens 
Lettuce 

• Car:rots 
< Fre sh Le gume s 

Canned 

Totalg 

2 SUPPLIES OF L3;'F"h, GRE3N iU'JD YELLOW 
AVLILABLE FOR CONSUNiPTION g i ... USTRALIA 

(lb. per he3.d per annum) 

i Ave rage Average I 

VEGETb.BLES 

1

1 936 - 3 7 to 1946 - 4 7 to 1949-50 1950-51 
1938-39 1948-49 

(b) 25.9 24.7 
(b) 7.9 4.2 
(b) 10.8 9.9 
(b) 24.5 11.6 

- 2.6 
(b) 69.1 53.0 

(a) Subject to revision. 

22.6 
3·5 
8.1 

11.3 
2.8 

24.8 
3.8 
9.9 

10.7 
2.9 

52.1 

(b) These figures relate to 1943. In the absence 
of data for tl'le pre-'"vvar period, consunption 
is assuood to be the sarne as in 19L~3? for the 
purpose of nutrient calcUlations. 

1951-52 
(a) 

21.3 
3.8 

10.3 
10.5 
3.7 

49.6 

J 



j4. 
~xii) Other Ve~tables 

The vegetables included in this group are listed in the appropriate 
table sh ovm in Part 5. The y exclude those specified in group (xi) - leafy, gree!l 
and yellow vegetables - and also exclude pota toe s, "fhi te and swee t ( soo group 
(vii) ) t pulse ( see group (viii))i and tomatoe s ( see group ( ix) ) • 

. 
The comments included above in respect of group (xi) apply also to 

this group of vegetables. The relevant details relating to production, utiliz3.tion 
and consumption per head of popUlation 3.rG shovm in the tvro tables folloving. 
Consumption of this group per head has increased in total since 19£1-3. 

TABLE 31 0 PRODUCTION Il.ND UTILIZ;'TION OF "OTHER VEGIJTi~BLES" ~ a 2 ~ 0 · i"l.USTRALIJ,. 
( 1000 Tons) 

1 
I 

Avcr"ge I Average 
; I 

Particulars I 1936-31 to 1946-41 to 1949-50 1950-51 1951-52 • 
! 1938-39 1948-1,-9 (b) . -

FPJTISH 

Net Change in .Stocks (c) 
I 

(c) (c) (c) (c) j · Product;Lon I 

(c) 302.1 219.4 219.1 296.3 
t Total SU~Elies8 (c) 302.1 279.4 279.1 296.3 

Exports (incl. Ships' stores) ~c) 14.8 1.6 2.5 5.3 ~ 

Miscellaneous Uses (d) 0) 
I 

20.4 16.2 16.2 18.5 
Australian Consumption (c) 267.5 255.6 260.4 272~5 

CANNED • 

I (+)0.1 I (+)2.3 Net Change in Stocks (c) i (-)0.3 , -
Production ( c) 3.3 6.6 7.8 10.3 

Total Supplies~ (c) 3.6 6.5 7.8 8.0 . 
Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) (c) 0.5 0,.8 0.4 0.9 
Australian Consumption (c) 3. 1 5.1 7.4 1.1 

(a) Vegetables other than leafy, green and yellow vege table s, pot3.toes (v/hi te 3.nd 
sweet) pulse and tomatoes. (b) Subject to revision. (c) Not avail3.ble. ~ 

(d) Canning and dehydration and waste. 

TABLE 38 . SUPPLIES OF "OTHER VEGET;"BLES" AV_,GL;'BLE FOR CONSU]'illPTION " 4,-USTRALI.L~ 0 

(lb . per head per :J,nnum) • 

Average J,.verage , I i 
Commodi ty 19Y;-37 to 1946-47 to 1 9L~9-50_ 1950-51 1951-52 

1938-39 1948-49 (a) 
. 

Other Fresh Vegetables (b) 58.9 78.3 71.2 70.1 71.5 
Other Canned Vegetables - 0.9 1.6 2.0 1.9 -Totalg (b) 58.9 79.2 72.8 72.1 73. ~r 

~ . 
(a) SubjeCt to revision. (b) This figure relate s to 1 9L~3. In the absence of data 
for the pre-war period, consumption is assumed to be the same as in 1943, fer the I 

purpose of nutrient calculation. . 
(xiii L Gr9.in Products 

The harvests for grain of whoat, oats and barley in tho 1947-48 
season exceeded those of .. ~ny previ ous season. In the case of barley, this vms 
fol-lowed by slightly smaller crops in the following two seasons, but the 1950-51 . 
crop of 22,811,000 bushels established a new re cord and exceoded avo rage production 
for the five pre-war years ended 1938-39 by 134 per cent. Production during 
1951-52, while bOing slightly below the previ ous ye ar, was still above 1947-48. 
Wheat production was maintained at high levels for each of tho four seasons 1947-48 , 

to 1950-51 notwithstanding a progressive decline in acreages sown. In 1951-52 thoro 
was a further fall in the acreage sown to wheat and the crop of 159.7 million 
bushels was only slightly more than average production for the years 1934-35 to ; 

1938-39. Maize production continued to decline, and at 4,018,000 bushels was 15.0 
per cent. less than the previous year, and 45.2 per cent less than the average 
production for the five years ended 1938-39. It is intere sting to note that 
production during 1951-52 W3.S the lowest recorded since 1870-11, owing to substan-
tially reduced plantings in Nev'! South Wale s. 

V'lheat sow:ings in 1952 shoYved a further decline but because of oxcept-
~ 

ionally heavy yields per acre, the crop is ilt present estioe.tod at 193.0 nilli.on 
bushels. 

Details of the ~roduction of the princi~al cereals for crain during 
each of the years 1949-50 to 951-52 in comparison wi h average production during 
the five years ended 1938-39 and the throe yoars ended 1948-49 are shown in the 
following table. 
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TABLE 39 :; PRODUCTION OF CEREALS FOR GRAIN g AUSTRALIA 35. 

Crop 

B3.rle y - 2-row 
6-row 

Maize 
Oats 
Rice 

• Wheat 

( '000 Bushels) 
Average 

Five years 
ended 

1938-39 

8,459 
1 ,293 

··-"-7-,338 
1.7,002 
2,274 

1'24,325 
a) SUQJe ct to 

Average 
3 years 

ended 
1~48-49 

15,141 
. 1 ~ 604 
59721 

26,621 
2,798 

1369 021 
revision. 

I 

1949-50 1950-51 1951-52 
(a) 

17 ,569 20,811 19,476 
1 ,974 2,060 2,432 
5,996 4,729' 4,018 

27,391 25,128 3/l,506 
3,783 4,118 3,048 

218 .. 221 18/~. 2.'~4 159.725 

Details of the production and utilization orYvheat 3.re given in 
cereal years in the following table for the average of the three years ended 
1938-39, the average for·the three years ended 1948-49 and each year 1949-50 to 
1952-53. 

TABLE 4L 1. PRODUCTION ,A.1IT.D UTILIZ~::.TION OF WHEl:..T v l .. USTRALIA 

Particulars 

·Opening Stocks (incl. 
Flour as Wheat) 

., Production 
0.-

... Total Available Suppliesz 

Exports - Wheat 
- Flour as Wheat 

,LocalConsutnption -
Flour as 1JIJheat 

... J3tock Feed v~11eat Sales 
Seed 

. Re tainecl..on Farm 

.. 

"'Breakfast Foods & Other Uses 
,ClosingStoekstihcL 

(Thlillion Bushels) 
Average Average 

three ye ars three years 
ended ended 

30thNov.193930thNov.1949 
10.2 '19.9 

164.7 

174.9 

75.0 
30~6· . 

30.9 
9.3 

14.6 

~~~ 

I . 

176.0 

195.9 

60.5 . 
37.1 

33.9 
21.8 
12.8 
4.3 
4.2 

.. . 

Year ended 30th November -
i 

1950 11951 

19.0 

218.2 

237.2 

($2.($ 
36.9 

35.5 
23.5 
11.6 
4.7 
3.0 

1952(a) 1953(b) 

19.4 16.9 

159.7 193.0 
179.1 209.9 

i § : ~ ~( e) 11 3 • 7 

39.0 (e) 
23.9 (e) 
10.2 ) 
3.5 ) 
3.8 (e) 

38.5 
20.0 

13.8 

Flour as Wheat) 14.5 19.5""43.8 19.4 16.9 (e) 20.0 
.. ,1---...;..--1-----...;...--+----01----1------'1-'-----

241.8 230.9178.1 210.2 ~Total Di_sposals~· ..... 

Excess t+) orDeficiency{":') 
of DJsposals over total 
available supplies (f) 

174.9 194.1 

(+)2.91 (-)1.0 

.(~L,su.pject torevision.-lb) Estimated. (c),Included with stock feed. ld/Included 
wi th Flour. (e) Allocations. (f) Ihclude s allowance for unrecorded movements.in .. 
. ::i.tocks, gain or loss in outturn, etc. . 

• Details of the production and utilization of the principal products 
from wheat and other cereals are shown in the following table. 

~ The production of flour (including wheatmeal for baking) during 1951-
~52 at 1,491,700 long tons, vms 22,200 long tons (1.5 per cent) less than the rec'ord 
production of the previous year, but 342,700 long tons (29.8 per cent) more than 
the average of the three immedi~te pre-war years, and an increase of 61 ,300 long 
tons (4.2 per cent) on the average for the three years ending 191,8-49. Since the war, 
the quantity exported has varied between 700,000 and 800,000 long tons, and during 

-1951-52 amounted to 707,800 long tons; this was 132,800 long tons (23.1 per cent) 
more than the pre-war average. 

During the four years enied 1950-51, the production of Milled rice re
mained fairly constant at a level of some 5,000 t01~000 tons above that of the three 
'pre-war years, but in 1951-52 production increased sharply to 46,500 tons, an increase 
of 7,800 tons (20.2 per cent.) on the previous year. On 3rd October, 1950, restric
tions were lifted on the_free sale of rice to the public~ and, during the years 1950-
51 and 1951-52 14,700 tons and 17,900 tons respectively were made available for local 
bonsumption as compared with approxiDately 3,000 tons per annum since the war when 
local distribution was confined mainly to essential consumers. It is as~ell to note 
that the high level of consumption during 1950-51 was made possible onl;y by heavy 
withdrawals from stocks. During 1951-52, 26,300 tons were exported, wh~ch, while 
being slightly below the export level of the four previous years, was 83.9 per cent. 
above average exports for the years 1936-37 to 193($-39. 

The production of oatmeal (including rolled or crushed oats) reached 
the record level of 34,000 tons in 1947-48. Output during the subsequent four years 
was considerably less, standing at 18,800 tons in 1951-52. This was only slightly 
above the pre-war level. Exports increased from 1,900 tons pre-war to 9,100 tons 
in 1950-51 but fell to 6,700 tons in 1951-52 while consumption declined from 15,300 
tons pre-war to 12,000 tons in 1951-52. 



36, 
~- ..... 

. .. ~ ... --' . The output of wheaten breakfast foods rose during the war years to a 
peak of 36,100 tons during 1945. This increase resulted mainly from the expansion 
in output of vlheatmeal for porridge as a substitute for oatmeal for the Armed 
Services and subsequent curtailment in wheatmeal production has caused a reduction 
in output of all wheaten breakfast foods. In 1951-52 output amounted to 20,200 . 
tons. Consumption of the group at 19,400 tons in 1951-52 was, hoviever, much above 
the pre-war figure of 12,500 tons. 

T1J3LE 41 0 PRODUCTION dID UTILIZATION OF GRj.IN PRODUCTS ~ AUSTRl~LIA 0 

('000 Tons of 2,240 lb.) 
.-.. . Average j Average I . 

Particulars 1936-37 to 11946-47 to 11949-50 1950-51 1951-52 
1938-39 1948-49 (a) 

1 

FLOUR ~INCLUDING 'i/HEATMEAL FOR BAKIEQ) . 
Net Change in Stocks (c) (b) ! (+) 19.5 '(-) 70.!t (-) 8.4' (+) 15.8 
Produc'tion 1,149.0 I 1,347.5 1.513.9 1 9 491.7 1 ,430.4 

Total Suppliesg 1,149. 0 1,410 .9 1,417.9 ,1,522.3 1,475.9 
. .. ~, ~ .. 

. EXports (incl. Ships' Stores) 575.0 721.2 703.1 793.6 707.5 
Australian Consumption 574.0 689.7 7111r .8 728.7 768.1 

RICE {MILLED ) , 

Net Change in Stocks (c) (b) i( +) 1.0 (+) 1 . 6 I (-) 7.4 ! (+) 2.3 
Production 28.1 32.2 35.4 38.7 46.5 

Total Supplies g 28.1 31.2 33.8 46.1 44.2 
Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 14.3 2H.2 29.9 31.4 26.3 
Miscellaneous Uses 1 .6 - - - -
Australian Consumption 12.2 3.0 3.9 14.7 17.9 . 

BBEiJeFAST FOODS FROM O.,;.TS ~ 01.TMEb.L AND ROLL:3D OLTS) 

Net Change in Stocks (c) " (b) (-) 0.1 /(+) 0.3 i (-) 0.4 I [+ ) 0.1 
Production 17 .2 27.0 21.0 21.0 18.8 

Total Supplie2,g 17 .2 27.1 20.7 21.4 18.7 - 1-. 
Exports 1.9 13.5 8.4 9.1 6.7 
Australian Consumption 15.3 13.6 12.3 12.3 12.0. 

BREAKFAST FOODS FROM ~VHEAT ~INCLUDING \VHEATMEb.L FOR PORRIDGE) 

Net Change in Stocks (c) (b) ! (-) 0.1 1(+) 0.3 1-) 0.2 i \..+) 0.1 
Production 12.5 20.3 20.9 19.7 20.2. 

Total SUJ2plie Sg 12.5 20.4 20.6 19.9 20.1 
Exports - 0,.2 0.2 0.2 0.7 
Australian Consumption 12.5 20.2 20.4 19.7 19.4. 

(a) Subject to reVlSlon. L • 
~b) Not available. 
c) Includes imports. 

· 

• 
, . 

· 



The next table showi3, <:lej;~ilsofthe_suppliesofgrainproducts 
entering 'consumption per head of population. ,Total consumptioh of the [STOUp 

. __ pJ2r,he,ad in:t-951'~92 was-219. 21 b o' compared witJ5:214'. 91 b~ inthetv70 previous 
years and 203.7 lb. pre-vrar. During 1951-52 the consunption of flour, which 

~ had been steadily declining rose to 201.5 lb. per head of population or nearly 
.. ,back to the level of thethreepost"'-waryea:r':::r;----Snfce' thepre'::'vlar':p'e-r:C6d there 

37. 

nas been a decline in the consumption of oatmeal which has been offset by increased 
, Gonsumpt,ion_,of.,breakfast ",foods from wheat, mainl'J,rpre'p-b.red foods" The increase 
in the consunption of rice per head fron 1.1 lb. in 1949-50 to the record level 
of 4.7 lb. in 1951-52 is directly attributable to the lifting of restrictions on . 
Flale to, the public from 3rd Octobe-r-, 1950. 

.. 

TABLE 42 SUPPLIES OFGRli.IN PRODUCTS AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION 
.;'USTRdLIA 

(lb. per head per annur:o..) 
, i 
I Average Average I Commodity 1936-'-'37·tol1946~47 to 1949-50 1950-51 1951:"52(a 

-
Flour 
Rice (milled) 
Breakfast Foods ..., .. .-

From Oats (Oatmeal and 

... 'From vn1ea t 
Rolled Oats) 
(including '!llheat-

rn.eal and Rolled 
Wheat) 

Other 
Pearl Barley 
Barley Meal and Polished \Vhea t 

(Rice substi tlJ.te) 
Edible Starch (Cornflour)(c) 
Tapioca and Sago 

Totalg 

1938-39 1948-49 

187.1 201,9 .. 198.9 
4.0 0.9 1.1 

.- .... .. 

5.0 ... .. - 4.0 J'~4 .. ' . 

4.0 5.9 5.7 
(b) 2.3 2,4 
1.0 0.5 0.7 

- 0.5 0.3 
1.4 1.4 1.6 
1~2 0.7 0.8 

203.7 218.1 214.9 

(a) Subject to rev~s~on. 
(b) Not available for pUblication. 
(c) Of rn.aize origin. 

(xi v )Beverage s 

196.4 201.5 
4.0 4.7 

3.3 3.2. 

5.3 5.1 
2.7 2.4 
0.6 0.6 

0.3 0.2 
1.5 0.9 
0.8 0.6 

214.9 219.2 

The items included in this group comprise tea, coffee, beer and wine • 
.. 'Particulars of ,the production and utili zation of beer and wine are shovm in the 

following table. 

The production of beer in 1951-52 was a record at 18~_.8 million 
gallons, and exceeded the average output for the three years ended 1938-39 by 
101. 3 million gallons (121.4 per cent.), and for the three years ended 1948-49 
by 51.2 million gallons (38.4 per cent.). As the qu:mti ty of beer exported is 

• small, most of this increase 'lIas consumed in Australia. 

) 

Beverage wine production during 1951-52 estir:o.ated at 15.5 mi.llion 
ga.llons was :11so a record. It vvas 1. 4 million ga~lons (9.8 per cent.) more than 
~verage production of the three years ended 1948-49, and 7.1 million gallons (83.9 

~ per cent.) greater than the average production durin~ the three years ended 1938-39. 
Exports have declined by 69.1 per cent. since the pre-war years. 



38. 
TABLE 43 g PRODUCTION ,.';.lifD UTILIZl,.TION OF BEER i.J.""ifD 'nNE g LUSTRll.LIl1. 

Particulars 

Net Change in Stocks 
Production 
Imports 

Total Supplie s g 

Exports (incl. Ships' stores) 
Miscellaneous Uses (c) 
Consu~ption in Australia 

Net Change in Stocks (d) 
Production (e) 
'Imports'" 

Total Suppliesg 
Exports (incl. Ships' stores) 
Consumption in Australia 

('000 Gallons) 
AVf!Tage Average 

1936-36 to 1946-47to 
1938-39 1948~49 

i 

1949-50 11950-51 

(b) 
83,468 

124 
83,592 

550 
5,114 

77,928 

(+2 328 
8 ,'~r42 

42 

BEER -

WTNE 

(b) 
133,553 

224 
133,777 

719 
7,356 

125,702 

157,132 

I.-53 
9,935 

146,744 

, (+)1,887 I (+)1,434 
14,134 14,612 

22 24 
13,202 

3,911 2,439 1 ,123 
12,079 4,245 9,830 

(a) Subject to reVlSlon. 

452 
9,382 

163,933 

(-~1,660 
12,937 

35 
14,632 
1,251 

13,381, 

(b) Not available. See footnote (c) 
(c) Balance figure 1 includes beer waste 

and allowance for net cha~ in 
brewery stocks. 

(d) Movement in stocks of Australian 
fortified vYine in Bond. 

(e) Production of beverage wine. 

1951-52(a~ 

Cb) 
184,794 

29352 
187,146 

573 
11,82~ 

174,744 

(+) 576 
15,522, 

80 
15,026 

1 ,210. 
13,816 

Details of the consumption of each commodity included in the group, 
'-per head of population, are, shovm 'the follovving table. 

Data covering the consumption of tea and of coffee (up· to the year 
1946-47) are based on civilian sales of imported supplies, as recorded by the Tea 
Control Board. In the case of coffee, control of supplies by the Tea Control Board< 
ceased in October, 1947, and the consumption figures for later periods have been 
based on imports of coffee cleared during the year. With the ending of tea rat
ioning on 2nd July 1950, consumption during 1950-51 increased to 7.5 lb. per head, 
but during 1951-52 decreased again to the post-war level of 6.5 lb. per head, as . 
compared with average consumption during the three years ended 1938-39 of 6.9 lb. 
Coffee consumption has declined from the level of 1.0 lb. per head during the three 
years ended 1948-49 to 0.8 lb. per head during 1951-52. Prc-war consu~ption was 
0.6 lb. 

, 
The figures for beer consumption represent quantities on which excise 

duty was paid, to which has been added the small quantities imported. Consumption 
of beer per head was 20.5 gallons (206.4 lb.) in 1951-52, compared with 19.7 gallons 
(197.3 lb.) in 1950-51 and 11.3 gallons (113.4 lb.) during the three years ended' 
1938-39. 

Wine consumption reached its highest level in Australia during 1950-51' 
a.nd 1951-52 at 1.6 gallons (16.5 lb.) per head. This compares \-rith 1.5 gallons 
(15. 6 lb.) in 1949-50 and average consumption of 0.6 gallons (6.4 lb.) during the 
years 1936-37 to 1938-39. 



TABLE 44 

t-

Corr-modi ty 

SUPPLTSS OF TEA? COFFEE 9 BEER JJ..ND -:;TINE AVAILABLE }i'OR 

CONSUllI[FTION g AUSTRALIA 
(lb. per head per annum) 

Average I Average i 
I 

1936-37 to 11946-47 to 
1938~39 1948-49 

! 

1949-50 1950-51 1951-52(01) 

Tea 6.9 6.5 6,8 7.5 6.5 
Coffee 0.6 1 .0 1 .0 0.7 0.8 

(Beer - Actual in gallons (11.3) (16.4) (18.2) (19.7) (20·S) 
Estimated wt. in lb.(b) 113.lr 164. 1 182.3 197.3 206.4 

Wine - Actual in gallons (0.6) ( 1 .3) (1 .5) (1 .6) ( 1 .6) 
Estimated wt. in lb.(c) 6.4 13.2 15.6 16.5 ' 16.5 , 

(a) Subject to revision. 
(b) Estimated weight of a gallon of beer~ 

10 lb. 
(c) Estimated weight of a gallon of wine~ 

10.3 lb. 

4. RATIONING OF FOODSTUFFS 

Particulars relating to the rationing of foodstuffs during and 
subsequently to the 1939-45 War may be found in Ho. 5 and earlier issues of :this, 
Report. 

5. STATISTICAL TABLES SHO,iING ES'I'IJ:GTED SUPPLIES .0ID UTILIZL.TION 

OF FOODSTUFFS, 13AR 1951-52 
The data presented in the previous pages of this Report for the year 

1951 ':""52 are based upon the statistics in the following table, -which shows, the supply 
position in Australia for each item included in the fouteen groups covered 9 and 
provides a detailed analysis of distribution, movement in stocks and the quantity 

~ consumed for the year ended June, 1952. In cases where production is of a seasonal 
nature, e.g. tomatoes, citrus and other fresh fruit and vegetables including 
potatoes, it is not possible to relate production and distribution strictly to 
fiscal or calendar years. It has been necessary, therefore, to apply details 

r appropriate to the seasonal period covered by the years specified. 

Wi th the exception of fluid vlhole milk, beer and wine, particulars 
of which are shown in gallons, all other commodities are recorded in units of tons 

~ of 2,240 lb. In those cases yV'here this unit is not appropriate, the consumption 
per head has been expressed in terms of common usage (e.g. fresh milk is shOiim in 
gallons as a footnote to the table.) 

The data included in the following table in respect of the year 
1951-52 are generally subject to revision. 
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