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.. , .. '. 
This report, the sixth of its kind issued by this Bureau, oontains 

a oomprehensi ve reviev; of food produotion and the oonsumption of foodstuffs and 
nutrients in ~ustralia in the year 1950-51,'with oomparative data for the pre-war 
period (1936-37 to 1938-.39) and for each of the years 1947-48 to 1949-50 • 

The purpose of this report is to provide a statistioal survey of the 
productions imports, exports and. consumption of foodstuffs for l .. ustralia. The method 
employed in estimating the quanti tie s of foodstuffs avai lable for human consumption is 

- to deduct exports and industrial and other non-food usage from production and adjust 
for ohanges in stocks where these data are cwailable. The small quanti ties of food
stuffs inported are also taken into acoount. 

~~ile the dependability of the statistics presented in this report 
ha.s been established for most of the cOrJrnodities covered, there are, however, some 
for whioh it is not possible to ascertain or estimate 'production and oonsumption with 
the aoouracy desired. These include poultry, game and fish (fresh and shell) and the 
quantities of visible oils and fats entering consumption. In addi tion, little infor
mati.on is available about the quantities of vegetables,.frui t., ... eggs,e:tc., whio}). 
householders produce for their m'VU requiroments, and the extent of wastago ocourring 
in thenarketing of foodstuffs generally. Furthermore, the absenoe of partioulars of 
stooks for oertain commodities has rosu~tedin sone inaccuraoiGs in the estimates 
of annual consumption. No allowance has been made for foodstuffs purohased on the 
L.ustralian market and sent overseas under certE:\in schemes in bulk and by parcel post 
and this has oaused slight overstatement:intbe oonsumption estimates (soe PagE)' 3). 

The details of consumption per head included in the tables have been 
checked vvith data from other sources wherever p"ossible. These were obtained princip
ally from the Food Consumption Survey conducted in 1944 by the Nutrition Committee 
of the National Health and Medical Research Council. Such comparisons as are possible 
broadly confirm the reliability of the mGthod used in this r~port. However, lack of 
data about changes in the levels of production by self-suppliers of some foodstuffs 
(e. g. eggs and ve getables) which have probably occurred sinoe the 1944 Survey, pre
oludes aoourate measurement of trends in total consumption of such commodities in 
recent years. For this reason, the current estimates of consumption in these cases 
should" pe aocepted' wi th reservations until they can be chooked wi th data from a 
further. consumet- survey. 

Seotion 3 of the report, which deals with the level of· nutrient 
intake in i.ustralia, has beon compiled by tho Nutrition Section of the Commonwealth 
Department of Health. Tho estimates of nutrient intake inoluded therein arc based on 
tho ~uartities consumed as oalculated by this Bureau. 

I am indebted to the Department of Health, whose contribution has 
made it possible to amplify the report by the inclusion of Section 3~ and to 
Mr. Ro G. Walker (Suporvi sor) "and Mr. P. G. Standen" of the Prinary Produotion Branch 

t o"f this Bureau, for the oompilation of th8 other sections of the Report. 

"" 
COMMONNEi.LTH BUREJ.~U OF CENSUS J..:ND ST1",TISTICS 

{ 

S • R. CARV8lR 

l ... CTING CmJIMONWEi.LTH ST':~TISTIOI.AN 



2. GENEPJ..L BDi,TIEW' FOR YEAR 1250-51 

(i) Production 

The 1950-51 rural production season in ~ustralia opened with eXOQGsive 
rains in large areas of the Eastern states, causing damage to stock and crope and delay 
in the sOvving of vrheat and other cereals. Towards the close of the season drought 
oondi tions had developed in portions of Nev, South Wale s and Quee"nsland. Wheat yields 
in 1950-51 were good, but the total crop was smaller than in recent years because of 
re'duoed aoreage. i~ decline in milk production followed the continuous upward trend 
since 1944-45. Sugar production in the 1950 season was maintained near the record 
levels of the previous two years. The speotacular rise in wool prices in 1950-51 
eaused drastic curtailment in slaughterings of sheep and lambs for meat production. 

\ 

Outstanding features of the principal foodstuffs in 1950-51 are 
referred to belowz 

~g- Production of milk for all purposes during 1950-51 was less than in the 
previous two years, but was 57.9 million gallons (5.1 per cent) more than the aver
age production of the three years ended 1938-39. 

Butter and Other Milk Productsg - Output of butter in 1950-519 at 165,000 tons, vras 
8,600 tons less than the post-war peak of the previous year, and 26,000 tons (13.6 
per oent.) less than the pre-war average. Cheese production was well maintained at 
a level greatly above that of the pre-war period. The output of preserved milk 
products (83.2 million gallons whole milk equivalent) was 7.1 per oent. below the 
reoord of 89.6 million gallons whole milk equivalent of the previous year. 

~~- The total production of meat (bone-in weight, excluding offal) was 1,013,800 
tons. This was 41,000 tons less than the provious year, mainly owing to the decline 
of nearly 23 per oent. in the produotion of mutton and lamb, which WaS offset to some 
extent by a considerable increase in the production of beef and veal. 

SUgarg- The produotion of raw sugar amounted to 895,800 tons (raw basis) in tho 1950 
season, which was' slightly below the production of the previous year~ and 19,200 tons 
below the record figure of 915,000 tons (raw basis) in the 1948 season. The output 
exceeded the pre-war average by 116,500 tons or 14.9 per cent. 

Cerealsi- The 1950-51 wheat crop of 184.2 million bushels was 34.0 nullion bushels 
(15.6 per cent.) less than the 1949-50 crop of 218.2 million bushels, and 35.9 million 
bushels (16.3 per cent.) less than the record crop of 1947-48, but it was 19.5 million 
bushels (11.8 per cent.) greater than the average production for the three seasons 
ended 1938-39. The production of barley and rye constituted records, but n~ize and 
oats orops were somewhat smaller than the record harvest of 1947-48. 

Other Productsg- The production of fresh fruit (including tooatoes) was 791,800 tons ,.. 
ooopared with 749,100 tons in 1949-50 and 670,500 tons for the pre-war average. Canned 
fruit production was well maintained at 99,600 tons, but jam produotion had deolined 
steeply from 89,700 tons in 1947-48 (a record) to 53,800 tons. The 1950 dried vine 
fruit crop was 67,900 tons compared with 64,900 tons in the previous season and 80,500 
tons pre-war. Estimated egg production was slightly lovler than in the previous year. 
Honey produotion for the 1950-51 season at 12,250 tons was 11,501 tons less than the 
record production of 1948-49, but was more than twice the pre-vmr lovel. Potato pro
duction at 408,900 tons in 1950-51 was well belo~ the level of recent years, out still 
above the pre-war level. Production of vegetables was higher than in 1949-50. Flour 
production at 1,508,200 long tons was l3~300 long tons greater than the previous 
reoord of 1948-49_ 

(ii) Exports 

The rJovement in the volume of exports (inoluding exports as ships' 
stores) of tho principal foodstuffs during 1950-51 in comparison vvith the previous 1 

year and the average for the three pre-war years ended 1938-39 is swruuarized hereunder~-

Butter and Other Milk Productsg- Butter exports at 55,600 tons vrere oonsiderably less 
than in the previous year and fell short of tho pre-war eiport level by 34,400 tons 
(38.2 per cent.) There has been a large increase in:J xports of cheese and preservod 
rJ.ilk products since pro-war, but the groat reduotion in G xports of buttor oaused a , 
docline in exports of all milk products (expressed in torms of milk equivalent) during 
1950-51 to 344.2 million gallons. This was 133.2 rJ.illion gallons (27.9 per oent.) 
less than the p~Qvious year andJ1109.4 million gallons (24.1 per cent.) less than tho 
pre-war average. 



3. 
~g- Exports of carcass meat in 1950-51 amounted to 110,900 tons (bone-in weight) 
this being 75,400 t6ns (40.5 per cent.) less than in 1949-50 and 112,500 tons (50.4 
per cent.) below the pre-war average. The decline was due to the big reduction in 
the level of mutton and lamb erports 9 the quantity of mutton leaving the country 

~ being negligible. Exports of total moat (including canned meat and bacon and. ham 
expressed in terms of carcass weight equivalent) in 1950-51, amounted to 186,100 tons, 
which was 31.0 per cent. less than the pxevious year and 19.9 per cent. less than the 
pre-war average. 

~ Sugar:- Exports of sugar (raw and refined) in 1950-51 amounted to 389,265 tons 
compared with 434,127 tons in 1.949-50 and 425,700 tons for the pre-war period. Tho 
estimated sugar content of manufactured products exported rose from 9,600 tons pre-war 
~o 43,990 tons in 1950-51. 

~~oat and Flour:- Exports of wheat during the cereal year ended 30th November, 1951 
:.amounted to 127.5 million bushels (85.9 million bushels shipped as grain and 41.6 
million bushels shipped as flour). This was greater than exports during the previous 
year and also exceoded average exports during the thxee years ended 1938-39 by 21.9 
million bushels or 20.7 per. cent. 

other Products~- Exports of eggs and egg products, poultry and rabbits, honey and 
canned fruit in 1950-51 were gunerally lower than the figure recorded for the previous 
year, but higher than the pre-war period. Fresh fruit exports (including tomatoes 
and citrus) were higher than in 1949-50 but 10 per cent. lower than pre-war. Exports 

, of dried vine fruits were also well bolow pre-war figure s. Exports of rico (milled) 
were higher than the previous yoar and. considerably in excess of the pre-war average, 
but jam exports, while considerably higher than pre-war, were 29 per cent. lovror 
than the average over the three years 1947-48 to 1949-50. 

(iii) Consumption 

Details of tho consu~ption of foodstuffs and beverages expressed in 
pounds per head per annum are sho~~ in fourteen oommodity groups in the follovdng 
table for the average of the three years 1936-37 to 1938-39 and for the years 1947-48 
to 1950-51. The principal changes since the previous year were increases in oils and 
fats (mainly butter), sugar and -beverages and a considerably increased consumption of 
potatoes. 

Total supplies of foodstuffs available for consumption in Australia 
during 1950-51 were, in the majority of cases, considerably greater (up to 100 per 
cent.) than during the three immediate pro-war years. outstanding exceptions wore 
mutton,pigmoats, bacon and ham and oatmeal. It is worth noting that oonsoquent on 
-the lifting of· butter rationing on 16th June, 1950, the quantity available fo!" con-
sumption in the following twolve months increased by 27 por cent. as compared vnth 
the previous twolve Donths. In the case of beef and veal, shell eggs, butter, white 
1l0tatoe s, other fresh fruit, jams and leafy, green and yellow vegetable s, the increase 
in population (which rose from 6,870,500 pre-war to 8,311,300 during 1950-51) was 
proportionately greater than the increase in total consumption, resulting in a decrease 
in the annual consumption per head. 

The estimated quantities of foodstuffs entering consumption shown in 
the various tables throughout this report are over-stated by the inclusion of food 
which has been exported in the form of individual gifts f0r11arded by parcel post to 
the United Kineiom and elsewhere overseas. Tho total quantities involved are est
imated to have been about 2,200 tons in 1945, 8,500 tons in 1946, 10,800 tons in 1947, 
9,500 tons in 1948, 6,400 tons in 1949 and 4,000 tons in 1950. Complete figures for 
1951 are not available, but available details indicate that the dmvnward trend had 
continued. Foodstuffs were also dispatched in bulk to the United Kingdom under the 
Food for ::Britain Fund which ceased operations on 11th Novenber, 1950. The quantities 
concerned were included in recorded exports, and consequently no over-statement in 

~ the estimates of consumption was involved. Further particulars of the scheme were 
shovm in previous issues of this Report. 
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3. LEVEL OF NUTR1Elfl1 INTi,.KE 

In order to determine whether the quantity of 'the various foodstuffs 
passing into consumption is sufficient for adequate nutrition, it is necessary to 
convert foodstuffs into nutritmts. The basis used for such calculations in this 
Section of the Report is the table of nutrient oonversion faotors published in the 
Report to tho Parliament of the Commonwealth of ll.ustralia on Food ConsuITption Levels 
in Jiustralia and the United Kingdom (Govornment Printer, Canberra, 1945). The nlltrit
ive values of tho food passing int'o oonsumption during the year 1950-51 are shovm in 
Table II following, vii th oomparisons for previous years in Table III and with other 
oountries in Table IV. 

No attew.pt has been mado to oornpare the estimate of nutrient intake 
wi th any set of requiremonts for the oomnuni ty. i~ number of standards of reoommended 

l.. dietary allowanoes has boon developed, tho one most oommonly used being that d.eri ved 
by the National Re searoh Counoil of il.merioa. The prinoipal obje otion to making any 
suoh oomparison at this stage is tpat requirements for oertain of tho nutrients? 
partioularly vi tamin 1:.., riboflavin and niaoin, are not stable and a grOC1.t deal of 
work has yet to be dono on tho human roquironents for those nutrients. : To make oom
parison at this stage of our knowledge may introduce inaoouraoies. 

The folloviing summarizes the prinoipal ohanges in the level of nutrient 
intake during the year 1950-5l~-

Calories. There has been a slight inorease in total oalorie intake oompared with 
1949-50, ~ue princip~lly to incroases in the oonsumption of butter and sugar. The 
averago daily intake of 3262 oalorie s is high ani refle ots the plentiful supply of 
fpodstuffs and the rela ti ve prosperity in .Lustralia in 1950-51 • 
. 

Fat. There ,,7as an inoroase of about 3 per oent. in the intake of fat from all 
souroes in 1950-51 due to the inoreased consumption of butter. ,Total fat intake was 
hcvvever somewhat less than for the three years immediately preooding the vmr. ' 

Caloium. The de orease of a bout 2 per oent. vms due to the lower oonsumption of milk 
( fluid' and oondensed)'. 

Vitamin L. The intake of Vitamin J;. ~n 1950-51 rose by 7.5 por oent. on 1949-50 and 
reaohed a level only slightly below that of the pre-war period. This fluotuation is 
not of great nutritional signifioance. The increase in 195,0-51 was due mainly,to the 
hi&~er oonsumption of butter and leafy, green 'and yellow vegetaples. 

- ~~soorbio .. ioid. (Vitamin C). Tho de oreased intake of asoorbio aoid oontinues the 
dovmward trend that has been evident sinoe 19!06. Tho 1950-51 decrease is mainly duo 
to a. reduotion iwpotato sUlJplies v,rhioh wore 15.5 per'oent. lower tha,n in the previous 

'-' yqar., Supplies of tomatoes also deoreased., but this was offset by inoreasod supplies 
of citrus fruit and leafy, green and yellow vegetablos. 

1950-51. 
There was no signifioant ohange in the intake of other nutrients in 

.................. 
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4. PRODUCTION, DISTRIBUTIONA..w.p.-.9.QNSUMPTION OF nmIVIDUAL COj)jTIl~_I11.!§. 

(i) Milk and Milk Produots ,(Exoludin,g Bu~.El 

There was a oontinuous deoline in the. 'produotion of whole milk in 
Australia from the peak of 1,254 million gallons reaohed in 1939-40 until 1944-45 
when the output re corded was 1,013 million gallons. A number of factors contributed 
to this decrease, dincluding man-power· diffioul ties during the war and seasonal con .... 
di tions, which caused a redUction in the number of dairy cows in milk of about 

, 375,000 (14 per oent.) between 1939 and 1947. Increases in the numbers of dairy oows 
and good seasonal oondi tions re suI ted in oonsiderable improvement in milk production 
sinoe 1946-47, and output rose to 1,173 million gallons in 1947-48, to 1,213 million 

-gallons in. +948-49 and to 1,242. .. 1I1i1lio:n gallons in 1949-50. During 1950-51 there was 
~ a deoline in the number of dairy oows in milk and milk produotion showed a dovmward 

trend for the first·· time sinoe 1944-45. 

.. 

L 

The produotion of whole milk for all purposes during the year 1950-51 
was approximately 1,199.7 million gallons. This was 42.1 million gallons (3.4 per 
oent.) less than the outpu.t during 1949-50, but w.as 57.9 million gallons (5.1 per 
oent.) higher than the average output for the three years 1936-37 to 1938-39. 

Dtl.ring' the three years ended 1938-39, 78.1 per oent •. of Australia 's 
milk: ,supply was used -for b\1tter-making, 4.8 per oent. for oheese manufaoture, 2.9 
per cent. for oo:t:J.densary produots and lL',..2 per oent;for fluid oonsumption and other 
pl.lrpOsi3s. There hassinoe been a oonsiderable. de.oline ... in tho use of milk. for butter, 
with'oorresponding increases in the Quantities used for other purposes, the proportions 
in 1950-51 being 64.0 per oent. for buttor, 8.0 per oent. for oheese ,6.9 per oent. 
fo·r·· oo~densary produots and 21.1 per oent. for otherpurpose.s •. 

Details of the Quantity of whole. milk produoed and used for various 
pl.lrposes in the years 1945-46 to 1950-51 are' '~h~6:vm ~ri"th$~follow:i,ngtable in oomp~;r
ison with the average for the three years 1936-37 to 1938-39. 

. . 
TABLE V s PRODUCTION & UTILIZ1~TION'OF'Vm0LE MILK g AUSTRlJ:.g 

( f 000 Gallons 1 .. , 

. • . Total Quanti ty used for -
~~ ..... -. . .. 

Milk 
,~. . -.----

Year VVhole Butter Ohee se 
Produoed . (Fa.otO.~~ (Faoto~~ 

Condensary Other 
Produots Purposes 

.. , .... & Farm .. & Farm. 

.. Average 1936-37 to 1938-39 1,141,776 891,755 54,933 33,226 161,862 

1.2.4.5-46 1,077,469 .... 701;819 89,555 65,313 220,782 
1946-47 1,079,640 678,293 91,086 70,450 239,811 
194'1-48 763,049 ··78-,·11:3"· 

... 
241,822 1,173,105- .. . 90,121 

1948-49 1,212,644 781,230 93,720 87,653 250,041 
1949-50- .. ·1,241,759· . . 806,682 96,757 .89,565 248,155 
1950-51 (a) 1,1~9,698 .... J?I,.64.0 96,339 83,179 252 ,540 .. 

. (a). Subje~t to revision. 

Details of theprodubtibn ahd·'·u:t·iliz·a.tion of milk and milk produots 
(exoluding butter) are shown in the table below for the year 1950-.51 in comparison 
wi th the earlier periods spe oified. 

During 1950-51 the 'produotion of powdered milk at 24, 400 tons , 
showed. a oonsiderable deOline(23.3 per oent.) from the rec'ora produoti'oriofthe 
previous year, but the other preserved milk produots were approximately at the same 

~ level as in., 1949-50 , oondensed and oonoentrated milk being slightly below, and infants 
and invalids foods slightly above produotion in that year. The output of all pres
erved milk produots expressed in terms of Vlhole milk .eQuivalent amounted to 83.2 
million gallons whioh was 7.1 per oent. lower than the 1949-50 record of 89.6 million 
gallons. The exports of oondensed and conoentrated milk and infants and invalids 
foods shovved ~i ttle ohange from the previous year, but exports of powdered milk de-

.. olined by 40.3 per oent. following the steep fall in produotion. . 

The produotion of cheese was only slightly less than the reoord of 
44,800 tons of the previous year, but exports, at 20,200 tons were somewhat lower than 
the general level pertaining in post-war years. 
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TABLE VI PRODUCTION AIID UTILIZATION OF MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS 
(EXCLUDING BUTTER) g AUSTRALIA 

Average 
1950-5l (a) Particulars P-936-37 to 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 

1938-39 

FLUID VmOLE Jl!IILK (Million Gallons) 

Net Change in S.tocks - - - -
Production 1,142 1,173 1,213 14242 

Total Supplie,s g 1,142 1,173 1,213 1,242 
Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) - ... - -
Miscellaneous Uses (b) 981 939 971 1,001 
Australian Consumption (c) 161 234 242 241 -

CONDENSE~ AND CONCENTRaTED MILK ('000 Tons) 

Net Change in Stocks (d) (e) (-) 1.3 (+) 0.7 (-) 0~2 
Production 21 .. 7 59.0 61.0 67·9 

Total Supplies 21.7 60.3 60.3 67.2 
Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 5.5 31.5 31.6 33.0 
Australian Consumption 13.2 28.8 28.7 34.2 

POVIDERED WliLK (f) ('000 tons) 

Net change in stocks (d) (e) (-) 1.1 (+) 0.2 (-) 0.4 
Production 9.5 20.4 25.9 31.8 

Total Supplies 9.5 21.5 25.7 32.2 
~ 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 1.4 8.9 11.2 19.6 
Australian Consumption 8.1 12.6 14.5 12.6 

INFJ..NTS' AND INVL.LIDS' FOODS (INCLUDING 1li.LTED MILK) ('000 tons). 

Net Change in Stocks (d) (e) (-) 0.1 (+) 0.3 (-) 0.6 
Production 3.2 9·5 10.1 10.3 

Total Supplie s 3.2 9.6 9.8 10.9 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 0.2 4.5 7.0 6,8 
Australian Consumption 3.0 5.1 2.8 4.1 

CHEESE ('000 tons) 

Net Change in Stocks (d) (e) - (-) 0.7 (-) 1.0 
Production 24.9 41.5 43.2 44.8 

Total Supplie s. 24.9 41.5 43.9 45. 8 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 11.5 22.9 26.2 23.1 
Australian Consumption 13.4 18.6 17.7 22.7 

Subject to rev~s~on. 
Used in the manufacture of butter and cheese and condensed, etc. 

milk products and consumed as sweet cream. 
(0) Includes small quantities of milk consumed as ice cream and for 

miscellaneous manufacturing purposes. 
Including Imports. 
Not available. 
Excludes Powdered Butter Milk and Whey. 

-
1 2200 
1,200 

-
967 
233 

(-) 0.7 
66.6 
67.3 
35.4 
31.9 

(-) 0.2 
24.4 
24.6 

11.7 
12.9 

(-). 1.3 
10.5 

11.8 

6.6 
5.2 

(-) 0.1 
44.6 

44.7 

20.2 
24.5 

.J 
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In the next table details of the estimated supplies of milk and milk 
produots (exoluding butter) available for oonsumption per head of population are 
shown for the years 1947-48 to 1950-51 in oomparison with the average for the three 
years ended 1938-39. 

-

T.b.BLE VII g'SUPPLIES OF MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS (EXCLUDING BUTTER) 

l~Vl.ILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION : AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per head per annum) 

Commodity 
I Average 
1936-37 to 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 1950-51 (a) 
1938-39 

Fluid VJhole W.ilk -
Estimated Weight (b) 240.2 313.7 318.8 306.5 
Actual quantity in gallons (23.4) (30.6) (31.1) (29.9) 

Fresh Cream 6.4 1.0 1.0 1.0 
Condensed Milk - Full Cream -

Unsweetened ) 
Sweetened. ~ 3.2 4·5 4.4 4.8 
Skim-Sweetened I 

Concentrated :'!/hole Milk 1.1 3.9 3.8 4.8 
Powdered IMlk - Full Cream 2.6 3.1 3.7 3.3 

Skim - 0.6 0.4 0.2 
Infants' and Invalids' Foods 

(Ino1uding N..al ted Milk) 1.0 1.5 0.8 1.1 
Cheese 4.4 5.5 5.1 6.3 

Total - .as Milk Solids ~c) 39.3 49.2 49.8 48.9 

Subject to rev~s~on. 
Estimated weight of a gallon of milk, 10.25 lb. 
The total figures are in terms of milk solids. Figures 
for individual commodities are actual net weights. 

287.0 
(28.0 ) 

2.4 

3.7 

4.9 

2.9 
0.6 

1.4 
6.6 . 

47.2 

The consumption per head of fluid milk increased from 240.2 lb. 
pre-war to a peak of 318.8 lb. in 1948-49, but has since declined to 306.5 lb. in 
1949-50 and 287.0 lb. in 1950-51. Consumption per head in tho latter year was 10.0 
per cent. less than the peak in 1948-49, but 19.5 per cent. greater than pre-war. 
These trends in fluid milk oonsumption are largely reflooted in oonsumption·of all 
milk ard milk produots (excluding.butter) which increased from 39.3 lb. (as milk 

• ~ solids) pre-war to 49.8 lb. in 1948-49, but fell to 48.9 lb. in 1949-50 and to 47.2 
lb. in 1950-51. 

(ii) Meat 

Production of meat (bone~in weight) in Australia during 1950-51 is 
estimated at 1,013,800 tons, exclusive of approximately 48,100 tons of edible offal. 
This represents a deorease of 41,000 tons (J.9 per oent.) on the 1949-50 output, but 
is 31,600 tons (3.2 per oent.) higher than the aVBrago produotion for the thrGe years 
ended 1938-39. 

The produotion of :Beef and Veal (amounting to 652,100 tons) during 
1950-51 was a record, Qut produotion of mutton and lamb, which had been steadily 
inoreasing since the war, deoreased in the case of mutton by 20.2 per oent. to 
164,300 tons, and in the case of lamb by 26.1 per cent. to 112,600 tons, as oompared 
with 1949-50, owing to groat1y reduced slaughterings. The production of total pig
meats continued the deorease which is noticeable in the post-war years. Baoon and 
ham production doolined from its peak of 56,246 tons (cured weight) in 1944-45 to 
37,300 tons (oured weight) in 1950-51. 
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B 

The production of edible offal, (whioh is not inoluded with the 
oarcass), is estimated at 48,100 tons in 1950-51 oompared with 51,200 tons in 
1949-50 and average produotion of 48,000 tons during the years 1936-37 to 1938-39-

Comparative details of the produotion of each ~lass of meat are shown 
in the table below. 

PRODUCTION OF MlTI1~T ( BONE-IN WEI GHT ) AUSTRALIA 

(1000 tons) 

--" -
Average 

(a) Class of Meat 1936-37 to 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 1950-51 
1938-39 

eel' and Veal 569.1 562.0 577.3 606.5 652.1 

Mu tton 201.4 165.6 181.3 205.8 164.3 

L amb 117.6 129.7 139.1 152.3 112.6 

ork (b) 
I 

45·4 27.4 37.3 35.0 34.1 

acon and Ham (Cll""~:1 '"if'" ,.,.1. + \ 32.5 45.9 41.6 40.6 37.3 • . - ". . '-0·- " ) 

P 

T otal Pigmeats (as Perk) 94.1 89.8 93.8 90.2 84.9 
-,....-. 

Totalg 
~.~ 

982.2 947.1 991.5 1054.8 1013.8 
-~ 

·O£fal (Edi ble) 48.0 45.9 47.1 51.2 48.1 
- . ~ -

(a) Subject to revision. 
(b) Inoludes estimates for t~immings from baooner oaroasses. 

Partioulars of the produotion and utilization of meat are shown in 
the tV"lO tables follov!ing. In Table IX separate details are given for eaoh olass of 
oaroass meat, distinguishing between the quantities exported or consumed as fresh or 
frozen meat and the quanti ties used for oanning and ouring. Table X shows partio
ula:::'s of the produotion and utilizatio'1. of tC~c'l.l carcass meat, oanned meat and baoon 
and ham and of all meat (oxoluding offal) e xpre ssed j.n terms of oaroass equivalent 
weigl::. t. 

During 1950-51 exports of oaroass meat amounted to 110,900 tons 
(bone-in weight), this being 75,400 tons (40.5 per oent) less than in 1949-50 and 
112~500 tons (50.4 per oent.) below averag.a exports during the three years ended 
1938-39. The deorease was mainly due to the oonsiderable deoline in the quantity of 
mutton and lamb exported. There has, howevor< been a remarkable expansion in exports 
of canned meat from 5,500 tons (oanned weight) pre-war to 44,800 tons in 1950-51. 
Total meat exports (inoluding oanned. and oured meat expressed in terms of caroass 
meat), estimated at 186,100 tons in 1950-51 were 83,800 tons (31.0 per cent.) below 
the corresponding tota.l of Johe pravious year, and 46,300 tons (19.9 per cent.) below 
the pre·-vrar avorage. 

Australian bonsumption of meat (inoluding oured and oanned in terms 
of oaroass weight) was 8155100 tons in 1950-51 compared with 802,400 tons in 1949-50 
and average consumption for the years 1936-37 to 1938-39 of 749,800 tons. 
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TABLE IX 0 PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF CbRCASS MEAT (a2 . AUSTRALIA . . 
('000 tons, Bone-in Weight) 

Average 
Particulars 1936-37 to 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 1950-51(b) 

1938-39 
, 

BE:.-TIF AND VEAL 

-, Net Change in Stooks (c) (d) (+) 0.3 (-) 3.4 (-) 8.8 (+)10.3 ., Production 569.1 562.0 517.3 606.5 652.1 . 
~ 

Total Suppliesz 569.1 561.7 580.7 615.3 641.8 

Exports (incl. Ships I Stores) 120.8 116.5 97.5 93.9 81.2 
Miscellaneous Uses (e) 18.0 13.6 60.7 74.5 69.1 
Australian Consumption 430.3 311.6 422.5 446.9 491.5 

" MUTTON 

Net Change in Stocks (c) (d) (-) 1.5 (+) 6.1 (-) 3.3 (+) 2.8 
, Production 201.4 165.6 181.3 205.8 164.3 

fI'9tal Supp1ie s ~ 201.4 167.1 175.2 209.1 161.5 

Exports 17.3 8.7 12.3 31.1 3.8 
~ 

Miscellaneous Uses (e) 7.6 6.5 13.8 7.1 -
Australian Consumpti on 184.1 150.8 156.4 164.2 150.6 

" ~ 
I-

Net Change in Stocks (d) (-) 3.8 (+) 2.0 (-) 1.1 (+) 0.9 
Production 111.6 129.1 139.1 152.3 112.6 

~ Total Supplie s 3 111.6 133.5 137.1 153.4 111.7 

Exports 71.6 46.0 39.0 55.1 20.4 
Australian Consumption 46.0 81.5 98.1 98.3 91.3 

>- PIGMEATS ~AS PORK} 

Net Change in Stocks (d) - (+) 0.5 (+) 0.1 (+) 0.5 
~ "- Production 94.1 89.8 93.8 90.2 84.9 

Total Suppliesg 94.1 89.8 93.3 90.1 84.4 

" 
Exports 13.7 1.7 9.0 6.2 5.6 
Miscellaneous Uses (f) 48.6 64.1 58.5 51.4 53.0 
Australian consumptiom (g) 31.8 24.0 25.8 26.5 25.8 

TOTl:.L CARCJ.\SS MEAT 

Net Change in Stocks (c) (d) (-) 5.0 (+) 5.2 (-)13.1 (+ )14.5 ' 
Production 982.2 947.1 991.5 1054.8 1013.9 

~ 

Total Suppliesg 982.2 952.1 986.3 1067.9 999.4 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 223.4 172.9 157.8 186.3 111.0 . Miscellaneous Uses (f) 66.6 145.3 125.7 145.7 129.2 
Australian Consumption 692.2 633.9 102.8 735.9 759.2 

a Excludes offal. 
b Subject to revision. 
c Includes imports. . d ) Not available. 
e ) For Canning. 
f ) For Canning and Curing. 
g) Consumption as pork, including Smallgoods and 

estimates for trimmings from baconer carcasses. 



TilLE X ~ PRODUCTION 11.ND UTIL~Z.b.TION OF 1VIEAT .{a)g AUSTRALIA 
( '0.00 tons) '_h " ...... _.h. . .. - .... . 

Particulars 

Net Change in Stoqks( c) 
Production 

... :Total Suppliesg 

Average 
1936-37 to 1947-48 1948-49 
1938-39 

CARCASS ME.b.T (Bone-in Weight) 

(d) 
982.2 

. 982.2 

(-) 5.0 
947.1 

952.1 

(+) 5.2 
991.5 

986.3 

1949-50 1950-51(b) 

... . ... . .. 

-
(-)13.0 (+)14.5 
1054.8 . 1Q]"3 •. 9. 
1067.8 999.4 c __ 

186.3 110.9 

. 
I 
I 

, 
J 

i 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 
Miscel1aneoui:rUses' (e) 
Australian Consumption 

223.4 
66.6 

692.2 

172~9 
145.3 
6.33.9 .. 

157.8 
125.7 
702.8 

.145_0.7 129.2 
~ 

735. 8 

Net Change in Stocks (c) 
ProJiueti.on .... 

Total Suppliesg 

EJC.po'~ts (ine.l. Ship s' St·ore s) 
Aust.ralian Consumption 

CANNED. MEAT (Canned' We.i gh t) 

(d) 
12.0 

12.0 44.5 

34.5 
10.0 

B.i~CON lJID Hl~M (Cured Weight) 

Net··Change in Stooks (c) .. 
Produotion 

Total ~~pplie s g 

EXP9rts (incl • .8hips' sto.res) 
Miscellaneous Uses (f) , 
iJ:usiralian Consumption 

32.5 

1.0 

(+) 0.1 
45.9 

45.8 

2.7 
2.1 

41.0 

(-) 3.4 
45.7 

49.1 

(-) 0.1 
41.6 

41.7 

3.4 
2.2 

36.1 

(-) 1.0 
56.2 

57.2 

44.5 
12.7 

(+) 0.1 
40.6 

40.5 

759.3 

(-) 0.6 
56.3 

44.8 
12.1 

(+) 0.2 
37.3 

••• ' h 3.0 
2.9 

31.2 

.
----------------~~~----~~------~~~--~--~--~~~----~~--~. Net change in Stocks (c)(g) (d) (+) 5.6 (+)P.5 (-)17.5 (+)12.7 
Production 982.2 947.1 991.5 1054.8 1013.& 

~~~---4--~~~~~~+-~~--+---~~4 
Total Suppliesg 982.2 941.5 991.0 1072.3 1001.2 

Exports (incl. Ships' Store~(g) 232.4 232.8 226.1 269.9 186.1 

. 

iJ.ustra1ian Consumption (g), 749.8 708.7 764.9 802.4 815.1 -'". 
--------------------------~--------~------~------~--------~--------

lal Excludes Offal. (b) Subject to revision. (c) Includes imports. 
d Not available. (e) .Used for canning and curing. (f) For canning. 
g Canned. and cured meat is included at its carcass equivalent weight. 

Details of the supplies of meat available for consumption per head 
of population are shown in the following table in terms of both oaroasllweight and 
retail weight. .. 

The ba;sic data r.-e1ating to supplies of meat moving into consiimption 
aregj. ven in terms of primary distribution weight, i.e. on a oold carcass weight 
ba~is, as this is a oonvenient measure for the oomparison of the weights of meat 
oonsumed in differen~ forms. For example, some 2i 1bs. of oaroass meat are required 
to produoe 1 lb. of oanned oorned beef, although some of the fat does not go into the 
oanned product but remains available for oonsumption or for separate export from the 
producing oountry. Carcass weight indicates "quantity" from the produotion point of 
view; retail weight r.Gpresents "quanti ty" from the retail purchase point of view; 
edible weight represents "quantity" from the oonsur:lption point of view and is used in 
the oalculation of nutrients. 

Meat rationing in Australia oommenoed on 17th January, 1944 and 
terminated on 21st June, 1948. Details of the ration scales operating during this 
period were gi'ven in Se dion 5 of Report No.2. 



ilos a result of the rationing of meat, the consumption per head 
fell from the pre-war figure of 253.0 lb. carcass weight (179.6 lb. retail weignt) 

~ and reached its lowest point in 1946-47 at 201.7 lb. carcass weight (143.2 lb. 
retail weight). There was a rise in 1947-48 (the last year of rationing) to 216.8 
lb. carcass weight (153.9 lb. retail weight) followed by further inoreases in 1948-49 
following the lifting of rationing 9 to 228.1 lb. carcass weight (162.0 lb. retail 
weight) and 233.0 lb. oaroass weight (165.4 lb. retail weight) during 1949-50. Con-

• sumption during 1950-51, however, declined to 228.6 lb. carcass vYeight (162.3 lb. 
retail weight). 

Beef and veal consumption per head has risen continuously from 
96.5 lb. (carcass weight) in 1946-47 to 132.5 lb. in 1950-51, but is still substan
tially below the pre-war figure of 144.1 lb. Mutton oonsumption in 1950-51, at 

'40' 40.6 lb. per head was 5.1 lb. less than the previous year, and also considerably 
below the pre-war averaGB of 59.8 lb., while lamb consumption, which had risen from 
15.0 lb. per head pre-war to 27.4 lb. in 1949-50, decreased during 1950-51 to 24.6 
lb. per head. The consumption of baoon and ham has fallen from high "Nar-timo levels 
to 82.4 per cent. of the pre-war fi gure, while pork consumption decreased in 1950-51 
to 7.0 lb. per head, Which is substantially below the pre-war figure of 10.4 lb. The 
partioulars relating to pork oonsumption embrace all pigmoat other than bacon and 
ham, including that used for small-goods. 

ZlJ3LE XI : SUPPLIES OF lv1El"T (INCLUDING CURED, Cl:J\fl'lJ'"ED l..ND EDIBLE OFFAL 1. 
.iNAIL1"BLE FOR CONSUMPTION g l"USTBlJ.1IA 

(lb. per head per annum) 

Avo rage 
Commodity 1936-37 to 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 1950-5l(a 

1938-39 

Beef and Veal (b) 144.1 108.9 121.3 124.3 

Mutton (b) 59.8 44.2 44.9 45.7 

Lamb (b) 15.0 25.6 48 •2 27.4 

Pork (b) 10.4 7.1 7.4 7.4 

Offal 8.4 9.0 8.4 9.6 

Canned Moat (c) (d) 2.9 2.4 3.5 

Bacon and Ham 
... 

In Torms of 

Total: 
InnTerms of 

(e) 10.2 12.0 10.4 9.6 

Carcass lJijoight 
(f) 253.0 

Retail Weight 
(g) 179.6 

a Subje ct to rev~s~on. 
b Carcass weight. 
c Canned weight. 

216.8 228.1 233.0 

153.9 162.0 165.4 

d Included under fresh meat as its carcass weight. 
e Cured weight. 
f Including Offal. 
g Rotail weight is calculated at 71 per cent. of carcass 

weight to allow for bone, trimmings and waste. 

132.5 

40.6 

2f1r .6 

7.0 

8.8 

3.3 

8.4 

228.6 

. 162.3 

) 



16. 
(iii) Poultry, Game and Fish. 

Although details of the quantities of poultry and game entering 
consumption in Austra+ia cannot be measured precisely, evidence available suggests 
that consumption during the years 1945 to 1947-48 was higher than in previous years 
owing to the shortage of foodstuffs for poultry, resulting in the disposal of surplus 
birds for table use and the demand for meat off the ration. 

Available data indicate that since the lifting of meat rationing 
on 21st June, 1948, there has been a fall in the consumption of poultry and game per 
head, which is estimated at 15.1 lb. carcass weight (8.8 lb. edible weight) during 
each of the years 1948-49 to 1950-51 oompared with 16.1 lb. carcass weight (9.3 lb. 
edible weight) in 1947-48 and average consumption of 9.7 lb. caroass weight (5.6 lb. 
edible weight) during the three years ended 1938-39. 

Local production of fresh and shell fish, which declined during 
the war years, was approximately at the pre-war level in 1950-51. The consumption 
of fish (fresh and shell) per head of population was about 7.1 lb. (edible weight) 
in 1950-51 compared with 7.2 lb. (edible weight) in 1949-50 and 7.1 lb. (edible 
weight) during the three years ended 1938-39. It should be noted that these esti
mates are approximate, as little information is available about recent trends in the 
production of fish by self-suppliers. 

Although an important foodstuff in most countries, fish is not a 
staple item in the diet af Australians. During the period of meat rationing the 
demand for fish inoreased, but production declined and it continued to be in short 
supply. It is still regarded rather as a luxury. 

Prior to the war, consumption of oanned fish in Australia was 
almost entirely from imported supplios. Since the war, fish oanning in ~ustra1ia 
has sho\vn a marked development and during 1950-51 approximately one-quarter of,the 
total quantity of canned fish consumed was of lacal origin. However, importations 
of fish, which were drastioally curtailed during the war, are still much beloW the 
pre-war level and consequently the total consumption of canned fish in 1950-51 at 
3.4 lb. per head fell short of the pre-war figure of 4.1 lb. 

Particulars of the estimated supplies af each commodity included 
in this group available for consumption during the three pre-war years ,a nd in each 
year 1947-48 to' 1950-51 are shown in the table belaw. 

TABLE XII g SUPPLIES OF POULTRY, Gll.ME 1.Jm FISH AVl ... IL1..BLE FOR CONSUMPTION ~ AUSTRl~IA 

(lb. per head per ~nnum) 

Average 
Commodi ty 1936-37 to 1947-48 

1938-39 
Poultry (Carcass Weight) 

~ 9.7 ~ 10.7 
Rabbits and Hares (Carcass 

Weight) ) 5.4 
Fish - Fresh (Edible Weight) 6.4 5.7 

Shell (Edible Weight) 0.7 0.7 
Canned (E,di ble Weight) 4.1 3.5 

Total Edible Weight; l6~8 19.2 

(a) Subject to revision. 

(iv) Eggs and Egg Products 

1948-49 1949-50 1950-5l(a) 

9.7 9.7 9.7 

5.4 5.4 5.4 
5.5 6.2 6.3 
0.8 1.0 0.8 
3.1 2.8 3.4 

18.1 18.7 19·2 

Statistics of egg prodUction must necessarily be acoepted with 
some reserve. In the absence of a complete census of egg produotion, which would 
involve considerable labour ~d expense, it has been necessary to oompute a figure 
based upon the best data available. The production shown in the following table is 
based upon the records of Egg Boards of production from areas under their control 
plus estimates of production from uncontrolled areas and by "back-yard" poultry
keepers based on data obtained from other sourc~s. On this basis it is estimated that 
the level of total egg production in 1950-51 was about 114,800 tons (eqUivalent to 
about 196 million dozen) compared with maximum production of 122,000 tons (208 mill
ion dozen) in 1946-47 and the pre-war average of just urrler 90,000 tons ar abaut 
154 million dozen. It should be noted that the estimated decline in total egg pro
duction since 1946-47 is based on trends in commercial production (recorded by Egg 
Boards) and assumes no change in production per head of population in respect of 
eggs not controlled by Egg Boards. . 

Exports of shell eggs during 1950-51 amounted to 8,400 tons, com
pared with 14,000 tons during the previous year and avera~ exports of 7,600 tons 
during the three years ended 1938-39. 

".1.1 

.. 
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Portion of the increase in egg production since before the war has 
been exported either as shell eggs or egg products while increased aupp1ie shave also 
qeen. available for oonsumption. \'lhi1e the q,uantityof egg p)llp exported. prior to the 

. , war was negligible, 8,400 tons (expressed in terms of ,7oight of shell eggs) of pulp 
Ylfere exported in 1950-51. This was 7.7 per cent. greater than the previous year. 

The processing of egg powder was introduced during the war to meet 
the re q,uiretnl3ntsof the 1.rmed Force s in l.ustralia. and has since continued on a re-

~ duced scale chiefly for export purposes. A marke.t in Australia for this product has 
not yet been established, owing, no doubt, to the availability of fresh eggs. 

_ ..... . .. ' ... 
~ Comparative details of the production and utilization of eggs and 

. egg products are shown in the following table: 

• Tl.BLE XIII 0 PRODUCT:rON 1.ND UTILIZL.TION OF EGGS JJID EGG PRODUCTS . AUSTRALIA 0 . 
.. . . ('000 Tons) 

. 
.. 

i.verage , 

Particulars 1936-37 to 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 1950-51(a) 
1938-39 

~." -". - '. SHELL EGGS 

< 

Net Change in Stocks (b) (+) (+) (-) (+) 0.2 0.4 0.1 0.3 
Produotion (c) 89.5 118.8 119.4 116.5 114.8 

Total Suppliesg 89.5 118.4 119.3 116.8 114.6 
~. 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 7.6 8.8 11.9 14.0 8.4 
Miscellaneous Uses (d) 3.2 23.7 22.8 19.0 17.0 
Australian. Consumption 78.7 85.9 84.6 . 

I 83.8 89.2 

"- ," EGG PO'v'VDER (e) 
, 

Ne!t Change in Stocks - (- )cO.4 - (+ ) 0.2 (-) 0.2 
I 

Prpduotion - 2.0 1.2 1.3 0.7 .. I, 

" 
" Total Supplies: 2.4 1.2 1.1 0.9 -\ 

\ 

Exp0,fts - 2.3 1.1 1.0 0.7 
il.ustralian Consumption - 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 

-
EGG PULP ~ Lig,uid Whole 2 ~ e 2 

• • Net Change in Stocks (b) (+) 1.4 .( -) 1.2 (+ ) 0.5 (-) 0.5 
Production 3.2 21.2 21.3 17.4 16.0 

Total Suppliesg 3.2 19.8 22.5 16.9 16.5 

Exports 0.3 12.2 12.7 7.8 8.4 
~ Miscellaneous Uses ( f) 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 -

Australian Consumption 2.9 7.5 9.6 8.9 7.9 
" 

TOTll.L EGGS ~e2 

Net Change in Stooks (b) (+) 1.4 (- )1.1 (+) 0.4 (-) 0.5 
Produotion 89.5 118.8 119.4 116.5 114.8 

, 
Total Supplies~ 89.5 117.4 120.5 116.1 115.3 

Exports (inol. Ships' Stores) . 7.9 23.3 . 25.7 22.8 17.5 

· Miscellaneous Uses ( g) - 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.5 
Australian Consumption 81.6 93·5 94.3 92.8 97.3 

i~l 
Subje ct to rev~s~on. 
Not available. 
Include s e stima te s for uncontrolled commercial 

· 

!il 
production and production by self-suppliers. 

For pulping and powder and wastage. 
In terms of weiGht of shell. eggs. 
Processed into powder. 
WastaGe. 



18. 
Consumption of eggs (shell eggs and pulp expressed as shell eggs) per I 

head at 26.2 lb. (240 eggs) in 1950-51 was above that for the previous year, but I 
slightly below the average of 26.6 lb. (243 eggs) during the three years ended 1938-39. 1, 

Supplies of shell eggs~nd.' the shell egg equivalent of liquid whole egg per head 
available for oonsumption are detailed in the following table -

TABLE XIV ~ SUPPLIES OF EGGS AND EGG PRODUCTS AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION: 
AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per head per annum) 

I Average 
Commodity 1936-37 to 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 1950-5l(a ) ~ 

Shell Eggs 
Egg Powder (b) 
Egg Pulp (Liquid 'JIfuole) (b) 

Total Shell Eg,uivalent -,:.---

lb. per head 
No. per head (0) 

1938-39 

25·7 25.2 
- -

0.9 2.2 

26.6 27.4 
243 .. 251 

(a)Subjeot to revJ.sJ.on. 
(b) In terms of shell eggs. 
(0) The average weight of an 

is taken as 1.75 oz. 

24.3 23.3 
- 0.1 

2.8 2.5 

27.1 25.9 
248 236 

egg in Australia 

(v) Oils and Fats (including Butter) 

-
24.0 
0.1 
2.1 

26.2 
240 

Reference is made in Seotion 4 (i) to the decline in the production 
-of milk for butter production since 1938-39 and the factors contributing to this 
decline. Production of butter dropped from the pre-war average (1936-37 to 1938-39) 
of 191,000 tons to 141,400 tons in 1945 and by 1946-47 had risen only slightly to 
143,400 tons. During 1947-48, however, as a result· of improved seasonal .onditions 
and other factors, output inoreased more sharply, reaching 162,100 tons followed by 
further rises to 165,800 tons in 1948-49 and 173,600 tons in 1949-50. However, 
during 1950-51, produotion declined again to l65,OQO tons, a reduotion of 5.0 per 
oent. on the previous year, and slightly below the 1948-49 level. 

The rationing of butter, which was introduced in June, 1943 and 
oontinued until 16th June, 1950, restrioted the quantity consumed in Australia and 
offset to some extent the effect of the deoline in production, thus enabling exports 
to be increased to the extent of savings through rationing. Nevertheless, exports 
deolined greatly and during 1946-47 amounted to 60,700 tons which was considerably 
below the pre-war figure of 90,000 tons. Mainly as a result of inoreased output, 
butter exports during the three years 1947-48 to 1949-50 were comparatively high. 
However, consequent upon the lifting of rationing on 16th June, 1950, local oonsump
tion rose sharply and exports fell to 55,600 tons, 32.1 per cent. less than in the 
previous year. 

The production of margarine in 1950-51 was 3,400 tons of table grade 
and 21,500 tons of industrial grade, compared with 6,300 tons and 23,500 tons respeot
ively in 1949-50 and with average output of 2,800 tons and 12,200 tons respectively 
during the three years ended 1938-39. The production of table margarine for consump
tion in Australia is restricted by State legislation but output was considerably 
expanded during the war years to meet the requirements of tho Armed Forces and reaohed 
a peak of 11,900 tons in 1944. Production up to 1949-50 was well maintained, as there 
was demand for this product for export purposes, but output has been restricted to 
some extent because of the shortage of coconut oil and other oils and fats used in 
its manufacture. The greatly decreased pnoduction during 1950-51 is assooiated vv:i. th 
the substantially reduced demand on home and oversea markets. 

.. 

• 

. . 
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19. 
Comparative details of the production and utilization of butter and 

of both grades of margarine are shown in the following table. 

TABLE XV : PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF BUTTER AND 1IARGARINE g AUSTRALIA 
('000 Tons) 

Average I 
1949-50 11950-51(&) Partioulars 1936-37 to 1947-48\ 1948-49 

1938-39 

BUTTER 

Net Qhange in Stocks (b) (-) 6.4 (-) 2.1 (+) 0.8 (-) 6.2 
Prod~otion 191.0 162.1 165.8 173.6 165.0 

Total SU:£:£lies8 191.0 168.5 167.9 172.8 171.2 

Exports (inol, Ships· Stores)(c) 90.0 83.8 . 83.4 81.9 55.6-
Australian Consumption 101.0 84.7 84.5 90.9 115.6 

MA.RGARINE - TABLE 

Net Change in Stocks ( b) (+ ) 0.6 (-) 0.6 (-) 0.4 (+) 0.3 
Produotion 2.8 4.8 8.5 6.3 3.4 

Total Sup:£lies: 2.8 4.2 9.1 6.7 3.1 

Exports - 0.9 5.9 4.1 1.7 
Australian Consumption 2.8 3.3 3.2 2.6 1.4 

NLARGARINE - OTHER 

Net Change in Stocks (b) (+) 0,.2 (-) 0.1 (+) 0.5 (-) 0.3 
Produotion 12.2 18.7 20.8 23.5 21.~ 

Total SUIJJ21iesg 12.2 18.5 20.9 23.0 21.8 

Exports - - - - -
Misoellaneous Used (d) - 0.2 0.3 0.) (b) 
Australian Consumption 12.2 18.3 20.6 22.7 21.8 

-

~~l 
Subject to revision. 
Not available. 
Inoludes dry butter fat, ghee and 
tropical spread expressed as butter. 

(d) Used in the manufaoture of table margarine. 

Butter rationing was introduced in Australia on 7th June, 1943 at 
the rate of 8 oz. per head per week, but was reduced to 6 oz. per week on 5th June, 
1944. Consumption per head, vmioh during the three years ended 1938-39 averaged 
32.9 lb., declined follo~ing the introduction of rationing to 27.5 lb. in 1944. This 
was followod by further diminution in eaoh suceeding year to 1948-49, when consump
tionwas 24.3 lb. per head. A slight inorease to 25.3 lb. per head was registered 
during 1949-50. As previously mentioned, rationing Was :ifted on 16th June, 1950, 
and this was followed by a sharp inorease in consumption of butter during 1950-51 to 
31.2 lb. per head. This was 23.3 per oent. higher than in the previous year, and 
only slightly below the pre-war level. With increased supplies of butter available 
the consumption of margarine per head fell during 1950-51 by 42.9 per cent. to 0.4 
lb. in the case of table grade and by 6.3 per cent. to 5.9 lb. in the case of indus
trial grade as compared with the previous year. Contributing factors to the decreas
ing oonsumption of table margarine were possibly the oomparatively large proportion 
sent to attractive overseas markets and the non-competetive price of margarine on 
the home market as compared with butter. In this connexion it is worth noting that 
the production of table margarine, i.e. 3,412 tons during 1950-51, was 561 tons beloy 
the maximum production for local consumption (3 5 973 tons) permitted under State 
legislation. 
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Details of the estimated supplies of "visible" fats and oils avail
able for oons mption per head of population are shown in the following table for the 
three years ended 1938-39 and for each year 1947-48 to 1950-51. 

TABLE XVI : SUPPLIES OF "VISIBLE" FATS AND OILS AVAILABLE FOR OONSIDilPTION ; .--
AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per head per annum) 

Average 
1950-51(a) Oommodity 1936-37 to 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 

Butter 
Margarine - Table 

Other 
LaJ:'d -
Vege.table Oils and Other 

Total Fat oontont -

1938-39 
32.9 24.8 24.3 
0.9 1.0 0.9 
4.0 5~4 5.9 
1.7 1~2 1.3 

Fats(b) 4.7 400 4.0 

37.6 31.1 31.1 

Subject to revision. 
Based on consumer survey data of 1944; no 
data are available as to reoant trends in 
consumption. 

(vi) Sugar and Syrups. 

25.3 31.2 
0.7 0.4 
6.3 5.9 
1.2 1.1 
4.0 4.0 

32.0 36.2 

. The decline in the production of cane sugar in Australia from the 
average for the three pre-war seasons 1936 to,1938 of 775,700 tons of raw sugar 
(804,400 tons "8:{;"94 net titre) to 581,600 tons of raw sugar (605,300 tons at 94 net 
ti tre) in the 1947 season, arose chiefly from wa:r-time contingencies. Labour short
ages, insufficient supplies of fertilizers and variations in seasonal conditions al~ 
contributed to the lowering of output., 

Following improvement irithe1abour supply for cutting and inilling 
and excellent' seasonalcondi tions, cane sugar production showed a remarka.ble increase 
during the 1948 season, reaching the record figure of 915,000 tons of raw sugar 
(943,100 tons at 94 net, titre). The previous largest Australian SUgar crop was 
895,200 tons of raw sugar (928,600 tons at 94 net titre) in 1939. There was a 
decline to 906,400 tons ra.vrbasis (937,100 tons 94 net titre) during the 1949 season. 
The 1950 oroI' amounted to approximately 895,800 tons raw (921,100 tons at 94 net 
titre)~ followed by a further decline (principally attributable to drought oonditions 
on the North Coast of Ne~ South Wales and the sugar-grovnng districts of Que~nsland) 
in 1951, to 721,100 tons (747,800 tons at 94 net titre). 

The follovcing table shows details of production and utilization of 
raw sugar for 1950-51 with comparative details for the previous years indicated. It 
should be noted that the details given below refer to the annual periods shawn at 
the he,ad of the, table wi thou'~ regard to the season in vrhich the sugar was produaed. 
Beet sugar is included. 

T~BLE XVII g PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF RAW SUGAR ~ AUSTRALIA 
(1000 Tons) 

Particulars 

Net Change in Stocks (b) 
Production (Raw) 

Total Supplies~ 
Exports (e) (including sugar 

content of manufactured 
products exported) 

Miscellaneous Uses (f) 
l .. ustralian Consumption -

(including sugar content of 
manufactured produots consumed) 

(g) 

Average 1950-51 
1936-31 to 194~-47 1941-48 1948-4~ 1949-50 (a) 

1938-39 
(+) 6.2(c) (-)42.9 (+)42.9 (+) 1.4 (-)10.4 (+) 5.1 

719.3}d) 521.0 633.2 897.4 902.5 906.9 
113.1 563.9 590.3 890.0 912.9 901.8 

435.3 
11.2 

326.6 

153.6 
21.3 

389.0 

140.3 
22.1 

421.9 

461.0 
19.5 

409.5 410.0 

433.2 
18.7 

449.9 

(a) Subject to revision. (b) Including sugar content of imported foodstuffs. 
(c) By balance .. (d) .i~verage three seasons 1936 to 1938. (e) Raw and refined 
including shipsl stores. (f) Including duplication (i.e. Golden Syrup and Treaole), 
industrial uses and losses in refining; see Table XXXVII. (g) In terms of refined. 
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In the next table details of supplies of sugar (including sugar 

contained in manufactured products) and syrups available for consumption per head of 
popUlation are shown for the same period. 

TABLE XVIII ~ SUPPLIES OF SUG.i~R AND SYRUPS ~VAILABLE FOR OONSUMPTION AUSTF.1.LIA 
(lb. per head per annum) 

l~verage 
1950-5l(a) Commodity 1936-37 to 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 

1938-39 
Refined Sugar - liS Sugar 70.6 72.1 68.0 69.5 68.9 

In manufactured 
Produots 35.9 53.3 49.6 46.7 52.3 

Total g 106.5 125·4 117.6 116.2 121.2 

Syrups, Honey and Glucose 
(Sugar content) 5.5 5.8 5.5 5.4 5.7 

Total Su~ar Content~ 112.0 131.2 123.1 121.6 126.9 

(a) Subject to revision. 

Sugar rationing operated in l~ustralia from 31st l~ugust, 1942 to 
2nd July, 1947, at the rate of 1 lb. por head por week. CNving to deficiencies in 
the supply of refined sugar, the coupon rating was altered in some States in 1945 
and the early portion of 1946 to permit consumers to obtain 2 lb. of raw sugar in 
lieu of 1 lb. of refined. In addition to the general ration, special allowances 
for jam-making were made available from time to time. 

The consumption of sugar (excluding that oonsumed in manufactured 
products) during 1946-47, the last complete year of rationing, was 65.9 lb. per head 
compared with 70.6 lb. per head during the pre-war period. In 1947-48, which included 
only two days of official rationing, consumption rose to 72.1 lb. per head but had 
declined to 68.9 lb. by 1950-51. 

. The consumption of sugar in manufaotured products rose from 35.9 
lb. per head pre-war to 53.3 lb. per head in 1947-48, declined in the follovdng two 
years, put during 1950-51 rose to 52.3 lb. 

The consumption of syrups (golden syrup and treacle), honey and 
glUCOse expressed in terms of sugar content was 5.7 lb. per hea.d in 1950-51 compared 

• with 5.5 lb. per head during the three years ended 1938-39. 

The oonsumption per head of all sugar and syrups (expre ssed as 
. ~ sugar content) amounted to 126.9 lb. in 1950-51 compared with 121.6 lb. in 1949-50, 

123&1 lb. in 1948-49 and 112.0 lb. in the pre-war period. 

(vii) Potatoes (White and Sweet) 

In the following table details relating to the production and 
utilization of white and s~eet potatoes are shown for the pre-war period and the 
potato years ended October, 1948 to 1951. The data relating to white potatoes for 
1948 comprise estimates furnished by the Australian Potato Committee of potatoes 
marketed commercially and used for seed together vrith an allowance for home-garden 
production, while the estimates for the later years have been compiled from infor-. 
mation supplied by State Potato Marketing Boards, in addition to that collected by 
State Statisticians. 

Production was expanded considerably during the war years to meet 
the Armed Forces requirements for fresh and processed potatoes. Although consider-

I able reduction in potato growing has occurred since the end of the war, the present 
level of production is still some 48,500 tons (13.5 per cent.) above that of the 
pre-war period. However, it is worth noting that the production during the year 
ended October, 1951 was 13 per cent. less than the previous year. The fall in 
commercial production of potatoes since 1948 may have been partly offset by inoreased 
"back-yard" production, but no data are available in this connexion. 

After the war a modest export trade in potatoes was built up, but 
by 1951 quantities exported to all destinations had dwindled to 7,200 tons. 
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Production of sweet potatoes in 1950-51 is estimated at 5,200 tons 

compared with the pre-war level of about 7,400 tons. 

TABLE XIX g PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF POT~TOES AUSTRALI! 
(tooo Tons) 

Parti culars 
Average Year ended 31st October -

19i~3~23~o 1--1- 9-4-8 -.,--\1-9-49---r-1-19-5-0--'1:-1-9-5-1-(-a-) 

POT.k.TOES, 1N.HITE 

Net Change in Stocks (b) (-)23.0 (-) 6.1 (-) 0.9 (b) 
Production (c) 360.4 529.9 453.5 470.3 408.9 

Total Suppliesg 36094 552.9 459.6 471.2 408.9 

Exports (incl. Shipst stores) 4.9 26.7 22.1 14.4 7.2 
Miscellaneous Uses(d) 37.0 75.9 60.6 65.0 60.0 
Australian Consumption (e) 318.5 450.3 376.9 391.8 341.7 

t9T il.TO~ 2 SWEET (£'1 

Net Change in Stocks (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) 
Produotion 7.4 5.3 5.0 5.0 5.2 

Total Supplie s g 7.4 5.3 5.0 5.0 5.2 

Exports - - - - -
Australian Consumptio~ 7.4 5.3 I 5.0 5.0 5.2 

(a) Subject to revision. (b) Not available. (0) Marketable produotion. (d) Seed 
and wastage and quantities used for oanning and dehydration. (e) Fresh 
potatoes only. (f) Years ended June. 

.. 

The consumption of potatoes rose continuously from the pre-war level 
level of 106.2 lb. per head (103.8 lb. of white and 2.4 lb. of sweet) until 1946-47, 
when a total of 134.8 lb. (133.1 lb. of white and 1.7 lb. sweet) was consumed. There 
was a small decline to 133.5 lb. per head (132.0 lb. of white ani 1.5 lb. of sweet) in 
1947-48~ followed by a sharp fall to 109.7 lb. (108.3 lb. of white and 1.4 lb. of 
sweet) in 1948-49. There was Ii ttlo ohange in the following year, but in 1950-51 
consumption foIl to 93.5 lb. (92.1 lb. of whito and 1.4 lb. of sweet). The mainten
ance of consumption at the high levels recorded in 1947-48 and earlier years may be 
attributed, in part, to the subsidy paid by the Commonwealth for the purpose of price 
stabilization, this being vdthdrawn from 31st Ootober, 1948. However, as mentioned • 
previously, the decline in consumption since 1948 shovm in the table below may have 
been offset to some extent by increased home growing of potatoes for Which no allow
ance has been made. Comparative details of tho oonsumption of both white and sweet 
potatoes per head of popUlation are shown in the following table. 

T.ABLE XX g SUPPLIES OF POT1~TOES AND SWEET POTJ1TOES AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION 
AUSTRALIA 

Commodity 

White Potatoes ~b~ 
Sweet Potatoes c 

Total; 

(c) 

(lb. per head per annum) 
-

Average Year ended 31st 
1936-37 to 

1938-39 1948 1949 

103.8 132.0 10803 
2.4 1.5 1.4 

106~2 133.5 109.7 

Subject to reVlSlon. 
Includes the fresh equivalent of 

oanned potatoes. 
Years ended June. 

Ootober -

1950 1951 (a) 

109.0 92.1 
1.4 1.4 

110.4 93.5 
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(viii) Pulse and Nuts 

Details of the production and utilization of dried pulse (mainly 
blue peas, split peas and navy beans) and peani ts, the principal locally-produced 
cammadities in this group, aId shown in the following table. Priar to the war, 
australia's supplies af navy beans were entirely imported, but the development of 
laoal produotion in reoent years has reduced import reQuirements to. some extent. 
Farmerly lar~ Quantities of peanuts were imported from India for oil extraction, 

, but due "to·food shortages in that oountry, exports of these nuts have been withheld 
since Ja:nuary, 1946.. Australia's supplies have since been oanfined to lacal produc
tian, whioh rose from 7,000 tans pre-war to 22,800 tons harvested in April-May, 1947, 
but fell ~o 15,800 tons harvested in 1948, to 10,000 tons in 1949 and 8,000 tons 

~"1 during J:9.50. To make up, in 'some part, the deficienoy caused by the deoline in pro
ductian~.lustralia·imported during 1950-51, 2,232 tons (in shell eQuivalent of 
kernals) -from Fiji and Indonesia. 

The other commodities included in this group oonsist of edible tree 
nuts and cocoa. Edible tree nuLs oonsumed in Australia nOif consist prinoipally of 
imported ooconuts and locally grown almonds and walnuts, while coooa supplies are 
obtained entirely from ioported boans. 

Tl~LEXXI g PRODUCTION ~ND UTILIZATION OF PULSE bND PEAtmTS ~ AUSTP~IA 

('000 Tons) 

Average 
Partioulars 1936-37 to 1947-48 

1938-39 

DRIED PULSE 

Net Change in Stocks 

m 
(-) 1.6 

Imports 5.0 
Production 10.9 

Total Supplies~ (b) I 17.5 

Exports (inol. Ships' Stores) (b) 6.5 
Misoellaneous Uses (0) (b) 0.7 
Australian Consumption (d) 4,,5 10.3 

PElunJTS (IN SHELL) 

Net Chan~ in 'Stooks -- (+) 4.0 
Imports 4.1 -
Produotion 1.0 22.8 

Total Supplies: 11.1 J.8.,8 

Exports 
Miscellaneous Uses (e) 
Lustralian Consumption 

- -
6.9 5.5 
4.2 13.3 

(a) Subjeot to reV1Slon. 

d _ Survey d.ata. !
bl Not available. 
o . Seed and waste. 

e) Oil extraotion and seed. 

1948-49 1949-50 1950-51(a) 

(-) 5.7 (+) 0.1 (+) 0.5 
5.3 9.4 12.3 

13.7 12.5 13.9 

24.7 21.8 25.7 

14.5 4.8 4 .. 8 
1.1 1.1 0.9 
9.1 15·9 20.0 

(-) 4.0 - -
- 0.4 2.2 

15.8 10.0 8.0 

19"8 10.4 10.2 

1.1 0.8 0.1 
4.9 1.4 1.4 

13.8 8.2 8.7 

. The estimElted supplies of the oommodities in this group available 
for oonsumption per head of population are shovVll in the following table. The oon
sumption of.dried pulse per head has inoreased oonsiderably and at 5.4 lb. in 1950-
51 was nearly four times the pre-war figure. The oonsumption of peanuts (as salted 
peanuts and as peanut butter or paste) showed remarkable expansion from 0.9 lb. per 
head pre-war to 2.6 lb. per head in 1948-49, but owing mainly to sharp falls in 
produotion, the oonsumption during the subse Q'J.ent tVIO years dGclined, and in 1950-51 
was 1.6 lb. per head. The oonsumption of tree-nuts declined during the ";'Tar, but in 
1950-51 amounted to 2.3 lb. per head compared with 0.8 lb. pre-war. The oonsumption 
of ooooa beans has rison from 2.1-lb. before the war to 3.7 lb. 
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Consumption of the whole group per head rose from an average of 

5.3 lb. during the three ye~rs ended 1938-39 to 13.0 lb. per head in 1950-51• 
-

TABLE XXII : SUPPLIES OF PULSE AND NUTS AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION g AUSTRALIA 
(1 b. per head per annum) ) 

Average 
1950-51(a) ~ Commodi ty 1936-37 to 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 

1938-39 
Dried Pulse 1.5 3.0 2.6 4.4 5.4 
Peanuts (b) 0.9 2.6 2.6 1.5 1.6 
Edible Tree nuts (b) 0.8 1.5 1.4 1.9 2.3 r' 
Cocoa (raw beans) 2.1 3.5 3.5 3.8 3.7 

Total: (Edible Weight) 5.3 10.6 10.1 11.6 13.0 

~~~ Subject to rev~s~on. 
Weight without shell. 

(ix2 Tomatoes and Citrus Fruit 

The estimated total production of fresh tomatoes and citrus fruit 
is shown in the following table. The figures are based on the output recorded on 
growers' annual returns together with estimates of production by self-suppliers. 
Tomato production in the pre-war period is probably understated, owing to the lack 
of complete data at that time. 

The table also shows details of the utilization of tomatoes 
~inCIUding tomato products expressed in terms of fresh tomatoes).and citrus fruit 
including citrus products in terms of fresh fruit). .AlloYITance s for wastage of both 

products are also shown. , 

While tomato production at 91,600 tons in 1950-51 was the lowest 
recorded since 1943, the production of citrus fruit rose to 171,300 tons compared 
'wi th the previous record crop of 158,000 tons in 1948-49. f 

The quantity of 4,100 tons of tomatoes exported, recorded in the 
table below for the year 1950-51, represents the estimated fresh equivalent of <II 

tomato products (mainly tomato juice) exported during the year. Exports of citrus 
fruit during 1950-51 totalled 29,300 tons (13,200 tons as fresh and 16,100 tons 
fresh equivalent of natural citrus jUice) compared with average exports of 13,200 
tons of freshoi trus fruit during the three years ended 1938-39 .. 

'"' 
TABLE XXIII : PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF TOMATOE§ ~ID CITRUS FRUITS ~ AUSTRALIA 

( '000 Tons) J 

~ 
Average 

Particulars 1936-37 to 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 1950-51( a) I 
1938-39 

TOM.A.TOES 2 FRESH ~ b 2 

Net Change in Stooks (c) (-)10.0 (c) (0) (e) 
Production (d)50.0 94'.9 101.1 103.9 91.6 

Total Supplies: 50.0 104.9 101.1 103.9 91.6 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) - 19.2 22.1 4.9 4.1 
Waste 2.0 4.2 4.4 4.6 4.0 
Lustralian Consumption 48.0 81.5 74.6 94.4 83.5 

CITRUS FRUIT (b2 ~ Net Change in Stocks (c) (c) (c) (c) (c) 
Produotion 111.0 151.4 158.0 143.5 171.3 

Total Supplies: 111.0 151.4 158.0 143.5 171.3 
Exports 13.2 13.9 18.4 19.0 29.3 
Waste - 4.9 3.0 2.7 3.3 
Australian Consumption 97.8 132.6 136.6 121.8 1)8.7 

~a~ Subject to revision. (b) Includes fresh equivalent of manufactured products. 
c Not available. (d) Probably under-stated because of the absence of complete data. 
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In the next table, details are given of the estimated supplies 

of these commodities moving into consumption per heauof populati"on. As mentioned 
above, the figures relating to tomato consumption in the pre-war period are probably 
under-stated, owing to the absence of complete data relating to production. There 
was however, a distinct upward trend in the consumption of tomatoes per head from 
21.9 lb. in 1945 to 30.6 lb. in 1946-47. This has subsequently declined to 22.5 lb. 
in 1950-51. 

The consumption of citrus fruit rose from 31.9 lb. per head pre
war to 39.3 lb. in 1948-49. Consumption in 1949-50 decreased to 33.9 lb. but rose 
again to 37.4 lb. during 1950-51. During the latter year exports, at 54 per oent. 
above the previ ous year, were re sponsi ble for keeping local consumpti on down to 
normal levels. • 

"'.. ' 

It should be noted that the figures relating to consumption of 
citrus fruit include some duplication, as no allowance has boen made for fruit used 

~in jam manufacture. 

_ .. 

TABLE XXIV g SUPPLIES OF TOMATOES AND CITRUS FRUIT AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION 

AUSTRALIA 
(lb. per head per annum) 

-

Commodi ty 
Average 

1936-37 to 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 1950-51(a) 
1938-39 -. 

Fresh' Tomatoes (b) (c)15.7 23.9 21.4 26.3 22.5 
Fresh Citrus (b) 31.9 38.9 39.3 33.9 3l:!r" 

TotaJ. Fresh Fruit E9,ui valent 47.6 62.8 60.7 60.2 59.9 

(a) Subject to reV1S10n. (b) Includes manufactured products in terms of fresh. 
(c) Probably understated due to absence of complete data. 

(x) Other Fruit and Fruit Products 

Details of the production and utilization of fre sh fruit (other 
than tomatoes and citrus fruit) and products ,thereof, viz., jams, dried fruit and 
canned fruit, are shovvn in the table'below. 

• 

/ It should be noted that some figu:::es relating to the supply and 
utilization of fresh fruj,t' have been revised« P~ctors originally used for converting 
processed fruit output to fresh equivalent wero.abandoned in favour of others ob
tained after more recent consultations with author1,ti"'.ti ve trade source s. 

• The production of fresh fruit (excluding citrus and tomatoes) 
amounted to 528,900 tons in 1950-51 compared with 501,700 tons in 1949-50, 606,500 
tons in 1947-48 and with an average production of 509,500 tons during the three years 

-ended 1938-39. Exports of fresh fruit, Y/hich declined from the pre-v-rar level of 
, 116,600 tons to negligible proportions during the war, had increased to 83,200 tons 

in 1950-51. 

Jam production has expanded greatly since the pre-war period and 
the peak of 89,700 tons in 1947-48 was 50,800 tons or more than 130 per cent. above 
the average production for the three years ended 1938-39. There vvas a steep drop in 
1948-49, and by 1950-51 output had fallen to 53,800 tons, a decline of 35,900 tons 
(40.0 per cent) from the 1947-48 level. EX20rts of jam in 1950-51 were ,19,000 tons 
(10,300 tons less than the previous year) compared with the pre-war average of 
3,800 tons., ' 

The production of.dried vine·fruit was 67,900 tons in 1950, 
~ compared with 64,900 tons in 1949, 84,800 tons in 1948 and average production of 

80,50Q tons during the three years ended 1939 • Exports declined from tho pre-war 
level of 63,000 tons to 33,300 tons ion 1950. 

The production of total canned fruit (including solpack and 
crushed apples) roaohed a record level in 1950-51 at 99;600 tons, exceeding the 
average production for the three years ended 1938-39 by 33,000 tons (49.5 per cent.) 
The production of the main pack (apricots, peaches and pears) was 62,900 tons in 1950-
51 compared vnth the previous record output of 62,800 tons in 1947-48 and average 
production of 54,800 tons during the three years ended 1938-39. Exports of all 
canned frui t in 1950-51 at 45,300 tons exoeeded the pre·-war export level by 10,600 
tons (30.5 per oent.) This was 4,700 tons less than the previous year and 8,300 tons 
less than 1948-49, but it should be noted that withdrawals from faotory stocks amount
ing to 15,700 tons were neoessary to achieve the high export figure recorded in 1948-
49, while during 1950-51 there was an addition to stocks of 13,400 tons. 
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TABLE XXV : PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF OTHER FRUIT AND 

Partioulars 

-
FRUIT PRODUCTS : AUSTRALIA 

('000 Tons) 

Average 
1936-37 to 1941-48 

1938-39 
1948-49 . 1949-50 

FRESH _ FRUIT (EXOLUDING TOMATOES AND CITRUS FRUIT) 
, 

Net Change in Stooks 
Produotien 

Total Suppliess 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 
Misoellaneous Uses (d) 
Australian Oonsumption 

Net Change in Stooks 
Produotion 

Total Supplie s: 

Experts (incl. Ships' Store s) 
Australian Consumption 

Net Ohange in .Stooks 
Produotion 

Total Supplies~ 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 
Misoellaneous Uses (i) 
Australian Oonsumption 

Net Cha.n@9 in Stocks (0) 
Produotion 

Total Supplies: 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 
Austra.1ian Oonsumption 

Net Change in Stocks (0) 
Produotion 

Total Supplie s: 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 
Australian-Consumption 

(b) (b) 
(0) 509.5 606.5 

509·5 606.5 

116.6 13.6 
104.1 216.3 
288.2 316.6 

(b) (+)14.4 
38.9 89.1 

38.9 15.3 

3.8 26.8 
35.1 -48.5 

DRIED VINE FRUIT 

(b) 
80.5 

(b) 
(e) 65.2 

80.5 (e) 65.2 

63.0 ~ e l39.8 
1.1 e 5.7 

15.8 e 19.7 

DRIED TREE FRUIT 

(-) 5.5 (-) 5.3 
5.3 5.1 

10.8 11.0 

1.8 2.1 
9.0 8.9 

CANNED FRUIT 

(b) (+) 9.0 
66.6 84.9 

66.6 75.9 

34.7 38.5 
31.9 37.4 

a Subject to revision. 
b Not available. 
o Includes imports. 
d Processing. 
e Year 1947. 
f Year 1948. 
g Year 1949. 

(b) 
485.3 

485.3 

54.9 
140.1 
290.3 

(-) 2.0 
60.4 

62.4 

24.1 
38. :a 

(b) 
(f) 84.8 

(f)- 84.8 n 54.6 f 4.0 
f 26.2 

(-) 5.1 
6.6 

11.7 

2.3 
9.4 

(-) 15.1 
84.4 

100.1 

53.6 
46.5 

h Year 1950. , 
i Duplication and waste. 

(b) 
501.1 

501.1 

74.7 
141.9 
219.1 

(-) -10.4 
61.0 

71.4 

29.3 
42.1 

(b) 
(g) 64.9 

(g) 64.9 

~il 
35.5 
3.1 

26.3 

(-) 4.6 
4.1 

8.7 

1.8 
6.9 

(-) 0.4 
93.4 

93.8 

50.0 
43.8 

1950-51(a) 

(b) 
528.9 

528.9 

83.2 
152.8 .... 
292.9 
.-

(-)1.2 
53.8 

61.0 

19.0 
42.0 

(b) 
(h) 67.9 

(h) 67.9 

~~l 
33.3 
3.1 

31.5 

• 
(-) 5.0 

3.3 

8.3 , 
1.1 
7.2 

C+) 13.4 
99.6 

86.2 

45.3 
40.9 
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Details of the supplies of the commodities inoluded in this group 
moving into consumption per head of popUlation are shown in the following table. 
Supplies of jam from factories for consumption fell from 14.2 lb. per head in 1947-
48 to 11.3 lb. per head in 1950-51, the latter figure being just below average oon
sumption dqring the years 1936-37 to 1938-39. The consumption of fresh fruit and 

, dried tree fruit in 1950-51 was slightly above the. 1949-50 level •. Dried vine fruit 
\ oonsumption inoreased from 7.3 lb. per head in 1949 to 8.5 lb. in 1950. On the other 

hand oanned fruit oonsumption in 1950-51 was somewhat lower than in the preceding 
two years. Consumption of the whole group, expressed in terms of fresh fruit per 
head ofpopulat'ion, was 136.0 lb. in 1950-51 compared wi ththe·post-war peak of 145.0 
lb. reaohed in 1947-48 and an average of 141.8 lb. in the three immediate pre-war 
years • 

• TABLE XXVI g SUPPLIES OF FRUIT (OTllliR THAN TOl!hTOES AND CITRUS FRUIT) AND 
PRODUCTS TllliREOF l .. VAIL.b.BLE FOR CONSUMPTION AUSTRJ.LIA 

Fresh 
Jam 
Dried 

Canned 

Total 

(lb. per head per annum) 

l: ... verage 
Commodity 1936-37 to 1947-48 1948-49 

1938-39 

Fruit 94.0 92.8 83.4 
11.4 14.2 11.0 

Fruit - Vine 5.2 (b) 5.8 (0) 7.5 
Tree 2.9 2.6 2.7 

Fruit 10.7 11.0 13.3 

(Fre sh, Frui t Equivalent) 141.8 145.0 144.2 

a Subject to revision. 
b Year 1947. 
c Year 1948. 
d Year 1949. 
e Year 1950. 

(xi) Leafy, Green and Yellow Vegetables 

1949-50 1950-51(a) 

77.7 79.0 
11.7 11.3 

(d) 7.3 (e) 8.5 
1.9 2.0 

12.2 11,,0 

130.3 136.0 

Data relating to produotion of vegetables included in this and the 
following group are obtained from commercial output as returned by growers at the 
annual oensus of farm production, to which have been added allowanoes for produotion 
by self-suppliers. The vegetables inoluded in these groups do not include potatoes, 
whioh are shown in Seotion 4 (Vii), pulse shmvn in Section 4 (Viii) and Tomatoes, 

• shown in Section 4 (ix). 

It is emphasised that the annual oensus makes provision for growe~s 
~to reoord their produotion in units in whioh they are nonnally marketed, e.g. potat-

, oes and other root orops are collected in tons 9 oabbages, cauliflowers, etc. in 
dozens, 'whilst others are obtained in suoh units as bushels, bags, bunohes, oases, 
eto. In expressing these items in terms of tons of 2,240 lb. care has been taken to 
obtain appropriate factors from official source s, and while their precision has not 
been wholly established, it is aocepted that any margin of error is not suffioient 
to impair their reliability to any extent. 

The production of vegetables was considerably expanded during the 
• war years to provide increased supplies in frosh and procossed form for the Armed 

Foroes. Since the oessation of hostilities in 1945, ourtailment of production has 
taken place and thero has been a downward trond in consumption, but this may have 
been offset to some extent in more recent years by increased home growing of vege-

~ tables. 

Following the end of the war, production of the oanned vegetables 
included in groups (xi) and (xii) declined from 41,200 tons in 1945 to 22,608 tons 
in 1950-51, intervening years being somewhat below the latter figure. Green peas 
oomprise the principal portion of vegetables now being canned. 
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Partioulars relating to the produotion and utilization of leafy? 
green and yellow vegetables in the fresh and oanned form are shown in the following 
table. 

TABLE XXVII g PRODUCTION bND UTILIZ~TION OF LE~Y, GREEN ~lID YELLOW 
VEGETABLES g AUSTR~IA~ 

('000 Tons) 

-----------------------------r----------~--------~~-----"~---------T----~---Average 
Partiou1a);'s 1948-49 1936-37 to 1947-48 1949-50 1950-51 

1938-39 (a) 
----------------------------~--~--~--~--------~-------~----------~~~---

Net Change in Stooks 
Produotion 

FRESH . 
(bb) (b) (b) 

203.3 

-
(b) (b) 

191.3 213.2 ( ) 194.6 
~----------~----,--~~--,-------_+-.--------4---------

Total Supplies: (b) 194.6 20303 191.3 213.2 

Exports (inol. Ships' stores) ~·---l-b~-l-"-r;--·--2-47-·.-~{-~·-f.--2-43-•• -1
6
.--+---..,...--+----

Misoellaneous Uses (0) 
A,_u_s_t_r_al_i_a_n_C_o_n_s_u_m.;;.p_t_i_on ____ -lo._....;:_.~__ 162 =~~ __ =.l_1..;.7;:.5..;... _6_-1-____ -1. ___ _ 

3.7 3.0 
24.0 . 29.4 

163.6 180.8 

Net Change in Stooks 
Produotion 

Total Supplies 8 

Exports (inol. Ships' Stores) 
Australian Consumption 

(-) 0.3 (+) 2.2 
16.4 

(bb) ( +). 2.0 I ( -) 2.8 
( ) 12~ 9.7 

~--(b-)--~~10.2 _ 1·'---1-2.-5--~-----~-+--------
13.5 

13.8 14.2 

(b) 2.6 3.6 
(b) 7.6 8.9 

Subject to rev~s~on. 
Not available. 
For canning, a.ehydration and waste. 

2.4 0.7 
11.4 13.5 

-

In the next table details are shown of the oonsumption per head of 
the items included in this group. Consumption of the group as a v/hole has deolined 
somewhat since 1943, the decrease being spread even~_:r over all items inoluded. It 
should be noted that no allowance has been made for any urnvard trend which may have 
occurred in "back-yard" production to offse':j the decline in commercial supplies. 

TJ..:BLE XXVIII & SUPPLIES g.F-1Ej.~I9_.QB?1!lN __ !~@....JELI;.01Jv VEQ;'ST;.BLES 
AV.iJL1~BLE FOR CONSUMPTION ~ .i~USTRliLI4 

(lb. per head per annum) 

Commodi ty 1936-37 to 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 (a) 
Average 1 1950-51 

1938-39 
.~--..-----------------.------+--~----~ .. ~ --·~--------I---·------~--~--~--------
09.bbages and Greene !bj2Se 9 22.5! 23,,3 22.6 24.8 
Lettuce b 7.9 4.3 4.5 3.5 3.8 
Carrots b 10.8 8.7 10.3 8.1 10.0 
Fresh Legumes b 24.5 12.2 12.4 11.3 10.2 

~anned Total. ~iJ --~: :---+---5-; :~ '--+--4-!""': ~--+--5-!-::-
Subject to revis~on. 
These figures relate to 1943. In the absence 
of data for the pre-Yfar period, oonsumption 
is assumed to be the Same as in 1943, for the 
purpose of nutrient oalculations. 

! 

• 

"'" 

I 
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(xii) Other Ve@3tables 

The vegetable s included in this group are listed in the appropriate 
table shown in Part 6. They oxclude those speoified in group (xi) - 1eafy~ green and 
yellow vegetables - and also exclude potatoes 9 white and sweet (see group (vii)), 
pulse (see group (viii)) and tomatoes (see group (ix)). 

The oomments inoluded above in respoct of group (xi) apply also to 
this group of vegetables. The relevant details relating to produotion, utilization 
and consumption per head are shown in the tYro tables following. Consumption per head 
of this group in total has increased since 1943, but has shown an apparent downward 
trend in the last two years. 

TABLE XXIX ~ PRODUCTION AND UTILIZ.b.TION OF "OTHER VEGETl:..BLES" ~ a): 
l:..USTR.:I.Lll 
('000 Tons) 

Avo rage 
Particulars 1936-37 to 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 

1938-39 

FRESH 

Net Change in Stocks 
? ~~ (0) (c) (c) 

Produotion 306.2 307.1 279.4 -
Total Su;gplie s g (0) 306.2 307.1 279.4 

E~ports (incl. Ships· Stores) !O) 20.5 13.7 7.6 
Miscellaneous Uses (d) ~~ 30.4 14.8 16.2 
Australian Consumption 255.3 278.6 255.6 ---

C.ANNED 

Net Change in Stooks ~c) (+ )0.4 (-)0~5 (+)0.1 
P+-,oduction c) 1.9 5.3 6.6 

Total Supplie s g (0) 1.5 5.8 6.5 
Exports (incl. Ships' Store s) 

-~-~-~- 0.4 0.5 0.8 
Australian Consumption 1.1 5.3 5.7 

1950-51 
(b) 

~o) 
277.8 
277.8-

2.5 
15.2 

260.1 
! . 

-
6.2 
6.2 
0.4 
5.8 

(a) Vegetables other than leafy, green and yellovl vegetables, potatoes (white and 
sweet) pulse and tomatoes. (b) Subject to revision. (c) Not available. 
(d) Oanning and dehydration and waste. 

TABLE XXX g SUPPLIES OF "OTHER VEGETABLES" AV ;.IL1~BLE FOR CONSUMPTIONg J ... USTRJ..LIA 
(lb. per head per annum) 

l .. verage 
1950-51(a Commodi ty 1936-37 to 1946.,.47 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 

1938-39 ! 
Other Fresh Vegetables (b)58 .9 80.1 

I 74.9 80.0 
1 

71.2 70.1 
Other Canned Vegetables - 0.9 , 0.3 1.5 1.6 1.5 

Totalg (b)58.9 81.0 75.2 81.5 72.8 71.6 

(a) Subject to rev~s~on. (b) This figure relates to 1943. In the absence of data 
for the pre-war period, consumption is assu~ed to be the same as in 1943, for the 
purpose of nutrient calculation. 

(xiii) Grain Products 
The harvests for grain of wheat, oats and barley in the 1947-48 

season exceeded those of any previous season. In the case of barley, this was 

) 

• followed by slightly smaller orops in the following two seasons 9 but the 1950-51 orop 
of 22,841,000 bushels established a new reoord and~8eded average production for the 
five pre-war years ended 1938-39 by 134 par oent. Vfueat produotion has been main
tained at high levels for eaoh of the four seasons 1947-48 to 1950-51 notwi th standing 
a progressive deoline in aoreages sown. In 1951-52 there was a further fall in the 
aoreage sown to wheat and the orop is ~t present estimated at 161.4 million bushels. 
Maize produotion has been below the pre-war level for the past four seasons and 
dropped sharply to 4~728,000 bushels in 1950-51, this being 35.6 per cent. less than 

¥ for the five pre-vrar years. 

Details of the production of the prinoipal oereals for grain during 
eaoh of the years 1947-48 to 1950-51 in oo~parison with average produotion during the 
five years ended 1938-39 are shown in the following table. 



.:::u. 
TABLE XXXI PRODUCTION OF CEREALS FOR aMIN. 

T' 000 Bushels) 
AUSTRALI..,! 

Average, 
19(0-51 Crop Five Years 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 

ended _ a) 
1938-39 

Barley - 2-row 8,459 18,937 15,929 17,568 20,781 
6-row 1,293 1,919 1,855 1,975 2,060 

Maize 7,338 6,168 5,188 6,313 4,728 
Oats 17,002 40,697 23,601 27,421 25,128 
Rice 2,274 2,676 2,739 3,783 3,276 
Wheat 154,325 220 2116 , 120 z703 218 z221 i 181z24~ 

(a) Subject to revision. 
Details of the production and utilization of wheat are given in • 

cereal years in ·the following table for the- average of the three years ended 1938-39 • 
and each year 1947-48 to 1951-52. 

TABLE XXXII PRODUCTION l~~JD UTILIZATION OF vVHEAT g jI.USTR1~IA • 
(Million Bushels) . 

Average three Year ended 30th November -
Partioulars Years ended 

1948 .l949 1950 1951(a) 1952(b) .. 30th Nov.1939 
Opening Stocks (inol. 10.2 13.3 26.3 19.0 43.8 19.4 
Flour as Wheat) .. -.. -

Prqduction 164.7 220.1 190.7 218.2 184.2 161.4 
Totai Available SU~12lie s g 174.9 233.4- 217.0 237.2 228.0 180 .. 8 , 

Exports - Wheat 75.0 86.9 82.5 82.8 -85'~~ (e)74.1 
- Flour as Wheat 30.6 43.0 35.7 36.9 '41.6 

LOGal Consumption -

f: .~~~:~ -Flour as Wheat 30.9 -33.6 . 34.5 35.5 37.6 
Stock Feed Wheat Sales 9.3 20.7 22.6 23.5 27.4 
Seed 14.6 12.5 12.2 11.6· 10.7 11.0 
Retained on Farm . 

)~~ 3.9 4.2 4.7 4.0 4.4 
Brea.kfa-st Food s & Other Use s 4.2 4.2 3.0 4.3 (e) 4.4 
Cl0.13ing S..t.ocks . (incl. 

43.8 12.4 I/e)20.0 .Flour as Wheat) 14.5 26 .. 3 19.0 
Total DisI!osalsg 

. .... 174.9 231.1 214.9 241.8 230.9 178.9 • 
Excess \.+) or Deficiency \.-) 

-) 2.3 (-)2.1 (+)4.6 (+)2.9 (-)1.9 of Disposals over total -
available sUI!I!lies ~ f~ I 

(a) Subject to revision. - (b) Estimated. (c) Included with stock feed. (d) Included 
with Flour. (e )Allooations.( f) Includes allowance for unrecorded movements in , 
stocks, gain or loss in outturn, eto. - & 

Details of the produotion and utilization of the principal produots 
from wheat and other oereals are shovnn in the following table. ~ 

The"production of flour (inoluding wheatmeal for baking) in 1950 ... 51 ' 
reaohed the record total of 1,508,200 long tons, this being an increase at 160,100 lonSiDU1 
(11.9 per cent.) on 1949-50,· but an increaso of only 13,300 long tons (0.9 per oent.) 
on the previous reoord production during 1948-49. However, despite the variations in .. 
production, the local consumption per head over the three years -ended 19'5b~51 has 
shown a steady deoline from 203.7 lb. in 1948-49 to 198.9 lb.' in 1949-50, and to 196.5 
lb. in 1950-51. During this period the peroentage of total produotion exported re
mained fairly oonstant at slightly over 50 per oent., and in 1950-51 was 234,200 long 
tons or 40.7 per oent •. greater than average exports during the three immediate pre-war • 
years. 

During the three years ended 1949-50, the production of rice re
mained fairly oonstant at a level of some 6,000 tons above that of the three pre-war 
years, but in 1950-51 produotion increased sharply to 44,600 tons, an inorease of 
8,900 tons (24.9 per oent.) on the previous year. The increase coincided with the • 
lifting, on 3rd Ootober, 1950, of restriotions on the free sale of rice to the public, 
and thus, during this year, 14,700 tons were made available for 100a1 oonsumption as 
oompared with approximately 3,000 tons per annum since the war, when local distrib
ution was confined mainly to essential consumers, such as hospitals and nsiatios res
ident in b.ustralia, the balanoe being exported. During 1950-51, 36,700 tons were 
exported as oompared wi th 29,900 tons in 1949-50, and an average of 14,300 tons in 
the three pre-war years. 

The production of oatmeal (including rolled or crushed oats) reached· 
the reoord level of 34,000 tons in 1947-48. output during the subsequent three years • 
was oonsiderably lower, standing at 20,800 tons in 1950-51. This exoeeded the pre-war 
average h~vever, by 3,600 tons(20.9 per oent). Exports increased from 1,900 tons pre-war 
to 9,100 tons in 1950-51 while oonsumption deolined from 15,300 tons to 12,100 tons. 
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The output of wheaten breakfast foods rose during the war years to 
a peak of 36,100 tons during 1945. This inorease resulted mainly from the expansion 
in output of wheatmeal for porridge as a substitute for oatmeal for the Armed Servioes 

• and subseCluent curtailment in wheatmeal production has caused a reduotion in output 
of all wheaten breakfast foods. In 1950-51 output amounted to 19,700 tons. Consump
tion of the group at 19,700 tons in 1950-51 was, however, muoh above the pre-war 
figure of 12,500 tons. 

TbBLE XXXIII g PRODUCTION ~v UTILIZATION OF Gru~IN PRODUCTS g AUSTRhLI.b.. 

('000 Tons of 2,240 lb.) 

Partioulars I 
A.verage I 

1936-37 to \ 1947-48 
I 1938-39 

1948-49 1949-50 1950-51(a) 

FLOUR (I~CLUDING WHEj~TMEA1 FORB.i..KING 1 

Net Change in Stooks (0) (b) (+)41.2 (+)17.5 (-)70.4 
Produotion 1,149.0 1,426.9 1,494.9 1,347.5 

Total Supplies: 1,149.0 1,385.7 1,477.4 1,417.9 

Exports (inol. Ships' Stores) 575.0 I 705.5 768.1 703.1 
A.ustralian Consumption 574.0 680.2 709.3 

I 714.8 I 
I 

RI CE (MILLED) 

Net Change in Stocks (c) (b) (+) 1.0 (+) 1.5 (+) 1.9 
Produotion 28.1 33.4 33.6 35.7 

Total Supplies~ 28.1 32.4 32.1 33.8 

Exports {inc1. Ships' Stores) 14.3 29.6 29.2 29.9 
:Misoel1aneous Use s . 1.6 

\ 

- - -
Australian Consumption 12.2 2.8 2.9 3.9 

! 

BREAKFAST FOODS FROM O..iTS (O.b..TI\[B1jJ, AND ROLLED OlloTS) 

Net Change in Stocks (c) (b) (-) 0.1 - (+) 0.3 
Produotion 17.2 34.0 22.3 21.0 

Total Supplies: 17.2 I 34.1 22.3 I 20.7 

Exports 1.9 
I 

17.2 11.0 
I 

8.4 
Australian Consumption 15.3 16.9 11.3 12.3 

BRElllCFAST FOODS FROM 'NHE~;'T (INCLUDING WHEi;.TJ91ELL FOR PORRIIlGE) 

Net Change in Stocks 
Production 

Total Supplie s: 

Exports 
Australian· Consumption 

" . 

(b) (-) 0.1 
12.5 19.1 

12.5 19.2 

- 0.2 
12.5 19.0 

(a) Subjeot to revision. 
(b) Not available. 

(0) Includes imports. 

(-) 0.1 (+) 0.3 
20.1 20.9 

20.2 20.6 

0.2 0.2 
20 .. 0 i 20.4 

(-)29.7 
1,508.2 

1,537.9 

809.2 
728.7 I 

I 

(-) 6.8 
44.6 

51.4 

36.7 
-

14.7 

(-) 0.4 
20.8 

. 
21.2 

9.1 
12.1 

(-) 0.2 
19.7 

19.9 

0.2 
19.7 
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The next table shows details of the supplies of grain products 
entering consumption per head of population.. Total consumption per head of the 
group in 1950-51 was 214.6 lb. compared with 214.~ lb. in 1949-50 and 203.7 lb. pre
war. Since the pre-war period there has been a decline in the consumption of oa~meal 
which has been offset by increased consumption of breakfast foods from wheat, mainly 
prepared foods. The increase in the consumption per head of rioe from 1.1 lb. in . 
1948-49 to the pre-war level of 4.0 lb. in 1950-51 is directly attributable to the 
lifting of restrictions on sale to the public on 3m October, 1950. 

The importation of sago and tapioca, which ceased during the war 
years, vvasresumed in 1946-47. Consumption per head during 1950-51 was 0,,8 lb. 
compared with 1.2 lb. pre-war. 

TlillLE XXXIV ~ SUPPLIES OF 'GR.:.IN PRODUCTS J.~V .b.ILll.BLE FOR CONSUMPTION: 
.lI.US TRALIl;.-

(lb. per head per annum.) 

Average 
Comnodity 1936-37 to 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 1950-51(a,) 

Flour 
Ri ce ( milled) 
Breakfast Foods -

From Oats (Oatmeal and 
Rolled Oats) 

F~om Wheat (~ncluding Wheat
meal and Rolled 
Wheat) 

Other 
Pearl Barley 
Barley Me'al .and ·Polished. Wheat 

EdIbf!~§~a;6~~(2{~!~iour r~( c) 
Tapi.oca and Sago . 

Totalg 

1938-39 

187"1 
4.0 

5.0 

4.0 
(b) 
1.0 

... : 
'-
1.4 
1.2 

203.7 

.. 

199.4 
0.8 

.4.9 

5.6 
(b) 
·0.4 

.. 
-0.5 
1'.5 
1.0 

I 214.1 I 
1 

(a) Subject to xevision .. 

. . 

203.7 
0.8 

3.3 

5.7 
(b) 
0.4 

0.5 .. ~"'-

1.5 
0.6 

216.5 

(b) Not available for pUblication. 
(c) Of maize origin~' 

( xi v) Be~rage s 

198.9 196.5 
1.1 4.0 

3.4 3.3 

,----
5.7 5.3 
2.4 . ~ , 2.4 

. 0.7· . '0-.5-- ._. 

0.3 0 .. 3 
1.6 1.5 
0.8 .. -- - 0.8 

214.9 214.6 

The items included in this [,-TOUp comprise tea., coffee, beer and 
wine. Particulars of the production and utilization of beer and wine are shmTn in 
the following table. 

The production of beer in 1950-51 was a record at 173.4 million 
gallons, and exceeded the average output for the three" years ended 1938-39 by 90.0 
million gallbns(107.8 per cent ~) As the quanti tyof beer exported is small, most 
of this increaSE! was consumed in l~ustralia" 

.- -~.- .- .. 

Compared with pre-war, wine production has also increased gr~atly, 
although production during 1950-51, at 12.4 million gallons, was"approximately 2 
million gallons less than .the average recorded during the previous three y.ars. 
Exports have declined an~.although there was a considerable accretion in stocks of 
fortified wine in bond during the period 1946-47 to 1949-50 ;·local con-sumptien of 
wine has risen from 4.2 million gallons pre-war to 12.9 million gallons in 1950-51. 

a' 
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TABLE XXXV PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF BEER AND WINE AUSTRALIA 
(1000 Gallons) 

Partioulars 

Net Change in Stocks 
r Production 

Imports 

., Total Suppliesg 

Average 
1936-37 to 

1938-39 

BEER 

(b) 
83,468 

124 

83,592 

1947-48 I 1948-49 
I 

(b) (b) 
126,728 146,047 

126 522 

126,854 146,569 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 
Mi s oe 1 lane ous Use s (c) 
Consumption in J.ustralia 

550 
5,114 

77,928 

554 574 
8,093 6,635 

118,207 139,360 

Net Change in Stooks (d) 
Produotion (e) 
Imports 

WINE -
(+) 328 (+)1,534 

8,442 14,679 
42 19 

(+)1,911 
14,586 

44 

Total Supplies g 

Exports (inol. Ships' Stores) 
Consumption in Australia 

8,156 

3,911 
4,245 

13,164 12,719 

2,697 1,895 
10,467 10,824 

(d) 

(e) 

Subjeot to revision. 
Not available. SeeOfootnoto (c) 
Balance figure; includes beer I;raste 

and allowance for net change in 
brewery stocks. 

Movement in stocks of Australian 
fortified wine in Bond. 

Production of beverage wine. 

1949-50 

(b) 
156 ,118 

1,014 

157,132 

453 
9,935 

146,744 

f+)1,434 
14,612 

I 27 

13,205 

1,128 
12,077 

1950-5l(a) 

(b) 
173,423 

1,002 

452 
10,040 

163,933 

(-)1,660 
12,415 

46 

14,121 

1,251 
12,870 

Details of the oonsumption per head of each commodity included in 
'. the group are shown in the folloVling table. 

Data covering the consumption of tea and coffee (up to the year 
• 1946-47) are based on oivilian sales of imported supplies, ~s recorded by the Tea 

Control Board... In the case of coffee, control of supplies by the Tea Control Board 
ceased inOptober, 1947, and the consuffiJ?tion figures for later periods have been 
based on imports of coffee cleared during the year. The details in the table dis
olose that consumption per head of tea 7laS 7.5 lb. in 1950.-51, rationing having been 
lifted on 2nd July, 1950, cOffiJ?ared with 6.8 lb. in 1949-50 and 6.9 lb. pre-war, 
while that of coffee was 0.7 lb. in 1950-51, 1.0 rD. in 1949-50 and 0.6 lb. pre-war. 

The figures for beer consumption represent quantities on which 
excise duty was paid, to which has been added the small quantities imported. Con
sUffiJ?tion of beer per head was 19.7 gallons (197.3 lb.) in 1950-51, compared with 
18.2 gallons (182.3 lb.) in 1949-50 and 11.3 gallons (113.4 lb.) during the three 
years ended ~938-39. 

Wine consumption reached its highest level in ~ustralia during 
1950-51 at 1.6 gallons (16.5 lb.) per head. This compares with 1.5 gallons (15.6 
lb.) in 1949-50 and average consumption of 0.6 gallons (6.4 lb.) during the years 
1936-37 to 1938-39. 
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TABLE 'X:ltkvI S'UPPLIES OF.·TEA~'dOmE, BEE~ A..-rm WINE AVAILABLE FOR 

.... OQNSPMPTIDN..: AUSTRALIA , ... . ' ... --.... _. 
(lb. per h~ad per annum) 

." .:' 

.. -- Ave rage . ... ....... ...... -'"- .. . 
~. ~ ... . -... _ .... - ." - .. _ .. ............ A." .••• ,- .... -... 

Commodity 1936-37 to 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 
1938-39 

.. ~ . '-'" .. ~-'-' . .... ..•.. ... -..... - .. 

Te~ 
-.~-.. -..... ~- . _,. ,.' -.... 

6.9 6.4 6.3 6.8 '. 
Cofree , 

0.6 1.0 0.9 1.0 
Bei3r - Actual in gallons (11.3) (15.5) (17.9) (18.2 ) 
... ·~ ..... , ... Eatima. ted. 'Nt •... in 1b .. {b)···· 113.4 154.7 178.7 182.3 
Wi~e - Actual in:ga.llons (0.6) (1.4) (1.4) .(1.5 ) 

"E st1:ma-tedwt •. " 'i'h'lb"~{ c) .. '6.4 .' 
14'.1 14.3 15.6 I 

(a) Subject to revision. 
.. . 

(b) Estimated weight of a gallon of beerg 
10 lb. 

(c) Estimated weight of a gallon of wine: 
... .". la.Jlb. 

5. ·BJ...TIONlNq OF roODSTUFFS 

. . ~," . -.-~.~ .. ~.- . _ ..... 

1950-51(a.) 

.. '-'" 

~ ~r', 

7.5 ' .'.-,,' 

~, 0.7 
(19.7) 
197.3 

(1.6) 
16.5 

Parti,culars relating to the rationing of fo,o.d.stuffs·, during and 
.s.~1if?.s!quep,j;.:ti9 .the. ~939-45War.may be found in previous issues of this Rep.ort • 

. , - .""'_''-' .... - -6.~·-6T-ATISTICJll;TA13LES SHOWING' ESTIMb.TED-SUFPLrES·AND UTILIZATION 
* I 

OF FOODSTUFFS" YEaR 1950-51 

I 
,I 

The da.ta presented in the previous pages of this Report for the 
year 1950-51 are based upon the statistics shown in the following table, which shows, 
for each item included in the fourteen ~oups covered, the supply position in Aust
ralia. and provides a detailed analysis of distribution, movement in stocks and the 
quantity consumed for the year ended June, 1951. In cases where production is of a 
seasonal nature, e.g. tomatoes, citrus and other fresh fruit and vegetables including 
potatoes, it is not possible to relate production and distribution strictly to fisca.l 
or' oalendar years •. It has been necessary, therefore, .to apply details appropriate·to a' 
the seasonal period covered by the years specified. 

With the exception of fluid whole milk, beer and wine, particli1ars. 
of which are shown in gallons, all other commedi ties are recorded in uni ts of tons of 
2 ,240 Ib~ In those cases where thisuni t is not appropriate, the consumption per head 
has been expressed. in terms of common usage (e. g. fresh milk is shown in gallons as 
a footnote to ,the tao ble • ) , . , 

" The data included in the following table in respeot of t~e year 
-1950;..51 are generally subje ct to ravi'sion. 

I, 
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