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1, IN'I'RODUCTION 
~~-.- .. ~~-.-

'I'his report, the fifth of its kind issued from this Bureau, contains 
a com})Tehensive revie'N of food production and the consumption of foodstuffs and 
nutrients in A"J.str:11ia in the year 1949-50 together vvi th comparative data for the 
pre-waT period (1935-37 to 1938-39) and for each of the yeaTs 1946-47 to 1948-49_ 

The :O'ur~ose of this report is to provide a statistical survey of the 
production, ir::pox'i:s J eX~Do:,_'ts and consumption of foodstuffs: for Australia. The 
method employe(i to (3stillcX0e thE:; quanti tics of foodstuffs; available for human 
cO:lsumption is to ,:.::';C"-~lC~u eX'~c'rts and industrial and other non-food usage from 
production enei. acljc;.st for changes in stocks vvhoro these data are available. The 
small quantitio8 of :C'oodstu':fs imported have also boen taken into account. 

';ilhilo;;he d::;pendabili ty of the statistics presented in this report 
hs,G, boen os'Go.:!:,lis~18<1 fo:L' illOSt of the commodities covered, there are, however, some 
for wh.;.ch it is noc~ l)Ossible to ascertaln or estimate production and consumption 
with tha EWC'I;?:'3.CY dc::.~i:'['e::',. These i.nclude poultry, game and fish (fresh and shell) 
and the qU,J,j.1ti'0i.CS c;f vi.sible oils c:.nd fo,ts entering consumption. In addition, 
little infol'lTlC,1:,ion is available as to the Quantities vf vegetables , fruit, eggs, 
etc." which hcuseho~,ders' p:roc~uce for their ovm reQuirements, and the extent of 
wastage occ'l.1.:r'cillG in -;'l:o m8x'koting of :;:'oodstuffs. In all these cases, caTeful 
estimates hav3 1)08::'.' .:) ~ll]~; f::::::JD tho best available data. Other difficulties 
Occur ir:. tl~ol(:,t ca of statistics of consumption, and for these no allowance 
h,:,s beo:'l mcdo~ ':'h",'J incJ ... :lo (:.) t:lO absence of pa.:rticulars of stock movements in 
a number .of CaSef;;f. (':j'_; 'she dispos2J_ of surplus };;rmy stores after tho close of the 
war and (iii) th~ c:.,.;.,-1."l11.-I;;'1 of foodstu:fs purchas.od on the Austre.lian market and 
sent overs:03.S in r:ulz c:nd by pa.rcel pos-:; These deficiencies, howevor, do not 
seriously impa:'l' tho :1ccuracy of tho result" 

T~;8 d.otai12 0:' consu:L.ption pOI' hoad included in the tables have been 
checked \ii th lil1ta fT()~ otter sour;.;es vihorover possible. These 1;vere obtained 
princi p2,11;;r fran'. tn.e Foel C c':1sumpti en Su:rvoy conducted in 1944 by the Nutrition 
C OIlliI'.i ttee oi' the l~ational Heal th and Medical Research Council. Such comr:arisons 
as aTe poss,ibls confirm 'Ghe reliability of tb.e method usod in this report6 

Ssc'h, on 3 of tte report 1 wb.iCh d.oe,ls with tho level of nutrient intake 
in Australia, :::'E~3 ~)Oej:l cc:n}Jiled by the Uut-ri tion Section of the Commonwe2.1tJ:ll 
Department of Eea2.tt.~. '.::':18 s:ta~:i8tical tables included therein aTe based on the 
quantities ccnsn:Jed. as' calculated 'by t.his ]ureau< 

I 2.!;, incebtetl to tLe Department of Health, whose contribution has m~de 
it possible to al:J.Dl::'f:y' the report by the inclusion of Section 39 and to Mr. R.G. 

>- Wal.ker Offic8r-1..n-Chcc.cge of the Primary Production Bra:::;oh of this Bureau for the 
compilation cf",Lo o1.(,e1.' soctions of tl"'G ;lo.port. 

COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN 



2. 

20 GENERAL RE~nEW FOR YEAR 1949-50. 

(i) Prod-uction 

During 1949-50, the generally excellent conditions of the two previous 
reasons continued, resulting in a year of high rural production. Dairying and 
meat produ9tion continued to increase, and wheat production was only slightly less 
than the record harvest of 1947-48. Sugar production in the 1949 season was 
also within reach of the record level obtained in 1948. On the other hand out-
put of vegetables, dried fruit, dried pulse and peanuts was appreciably lower than 
in the previous year. 

The movement in the production of the principal foodstuffs in 1949-50 
is summarized below: 

M11k:- Production of milk for all purposes showed a further increase to 1,254. 
mIiIion gallon~being only slightly less than the record production of 1939-40. 
The 1949-50 output was 112 million gallons (9<>8 per cent.) greater than the 
aVerage of the three years ~nded 1938-39~ 

Butter and Other Milk Products:- Output of butter in 1949-50 at 173,200 tons 
showed a considerable increase on the previous year but 'fms 17,800 tons (9.3 per 
cent.) less than the pre-war averageo Cheese production ~as well maintained at 
a level greatly above that of the pre-war period, but tho output of preserved milk 
produots (87.0 million gallons whole milk equivalent) was slightly below the record , 
of 87.7 million gallons whole milk equivalent of the previous year~ 

~ :- The total produotion of meat (bone-in ~eight; excluding offal) was 1,050 ,9(0 
tons. This exceeded the 1948-49 output by 59,400 tons or 6.0 per cent, and the 
average of the three pre-war years ended 1938-39 by 68,700 tons or 7.0 per cent. 

Sugar:- The production of raw sugar amounted to 906,400 tons (raw basis) in the 
1949 season which was slightly below the record figure of 915,000 tons (raw basis) 
in the 1948·season. The output exoeeded the pre-war average by 127,100 tons or 
16.3 per,oent. 

Cereals:- The 1949-50 wheat crop of 218.2 million bushels was 27.5 million bushels 
(14.4 per cent) greater than the 1948-49 crop of 190.7 million bushels, 2 million 
bushels less than the record crop of 1947-48 and 63~9 million bushels (41.4 per 
cent) greater than the average produotion for the five seasons ended 1938-39. 
The production of oats and barley was less than the 1947-48 records but much above 
pre-war production. 

Other Products:- The production of fresh fruit (including tomatoes) was 748,200 
tons compared with 744,400 tons in 1948-49 and 672,000 tons-for the pre-war average. 
Canned fruit produotion was well maintained at 90,400 tons but jam production 
declined steeply from 89,700 tons in 1947-48- (a recorl) to 60,400 tons in 1948-49, 
and to 58,000 tons in 1949-50. The 1949 dried vine fruit crop was 64,900 tons 
compared with 84,800 tons in the previous season and 80,500 tons pre-war. Egg 
production was slightly lower than in the previous year. Honey production for the 
1949-50 season at 11,457 tons, was 12,294 tons less than the record production of 
the previous year but was more than twice the pre-war level. Potato production 
at' 453,100 tons iri'1949...;50 was slightly below the previous year and well above the 
pre~war level. Production of other vegetables was lower than in 1948-49. Flour 
production at 1,338,500 long tons was 155,700 long tons less than the record of 
the previous year. 

(ii) Exports 

The movement in the volume of exports (including exports as ships I 
stores) of the principal foodstuffs during 1949-5C in comparison ,lith the previous 
year and the average for the three pre-war years ended 1938-39 is summarized 
hereunder~-

Butter and Other Milk Products8- Butter exports at 81,900 tons were slightly less 
than in the previous year and fell short Of the pre-war export level by 8,100 tons 
or 9.0 per cent. There has been a large increase in exports of cheese and 
preserved milk products since pre-war and consequently exports of all milk products , 
(expressed in terms of milk equivalent) in 1949-5(' at 470~9 million gallons 
exceeded the,pre-war average of 453.6 million gallons by 17~3 million gallons or 
3.8 per cent. The 1949-50 total was, hovvever, 17.4 million gallons or 3.6 per 
cent. less than 1948-49. 
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~:- Exports of carcass meat in 1949-50 amounted to 186,300 tons (bone-in Neight) 
. this being 28,500 tons (18.1 per cent.) greater than in 1948-49, but 37,100 tons or 

16.6 per cent. below the pre-war average. As a result of. the large increase in 
canned meat exports, exports of total meat (expressed in terms of oarcass weight 
equivalent) in 1949-50, viz., ,269,400 tons ~vere 37,0..)0 tons (15.9 per cent) above 
the pre-war average. ". 

Sugar:- Exports of sugar (raw and refined) in 1949-50 amounted to 434,127 tons 
compared with 416",700 tons in 1948-49 and 425,700 tons for the pre-war peri ode 
The estimated sugar content of manufactured products exported rose from 9,600 tons 

~ pre-war to 49,232 tons in 1949-50. 

Wheat and Flour:- Exports of wheat during the cereal year ended 30th November, 1950 
amounted to 115.1 million bushels (83.3 million bushels shipped as grain and 31.8 

v million bu§hels shipped as flour). This was less than exports during the previous 
year but ,"xoeeded average exports during the three years ended 1938-39 by 8.3 
million b~shels or 7.8 per cent. 

~ other Products:- Exports of eggs and egg products, poultry and rabbits, honey and 
canned fruit in 1949-50 were generally lower than the figures recorded for the 
previous year but higher than the pre-war period. Fresh fruit ~ncluding tomatoes 
and citrus) exports were higher than in 1949-49 but only 76 per cent. of the pre-

~ war level. Exports of driod vina fruits \vere als 0 well below pre-war figures. 
Exports of jams and rice (milled) ~vere higher thEm "the previous year and considerably 
in excess of the pre-war averago. 

(iii) Consumption 

Details of the consumption of foodstuffs and beverages expressed in 
pounds per head per annum are shown in fourteen commodity groups in the following 

r table for the years 1936-37 to 1938-39 (average) and 1946-47 to 1949-50. The 
principal changes since the previous year were increases in oils and fats and 
beverages and decreased consumption of fruit, potatoes cmd vegetables. 

< With the notable exceptions of butter (which was subject to consumer 
rationing), rice (restricted to ossential consumers), oatmeal, mutton and pigmeats 
total supplies availablo for consumption in 1949-50 .vere, in general, much greater 
than for the pre-war period (average 1936-37 to 1938-39). However, in the case 

• of beef and veal, shell eggs, jams c;.nd leafy~ greer; and yellow vegetables, the 
increase in population (which rose from'"6p70,000 pre-war to 8,050,000 during 

j 1949-50) was proportionately greater than the increase in total consumption, 
resulting in a decrease in the annual consumption per head. 

The estimated quanti ties of foodstuffs entering consumption shov-m in 
the various tables throughout this report are over-stated by the inclusion of food 
which has been exported in the form of individu~l gifts forwarded by parcel post 
to the United Kingdom and elsewhere overseas. Th9 total quantities involved are 
estimated to have been about 2,200 tons in 1945, 8,500 tons in 1946, 10,800 tons in 
1947, 9,500 tons in 1948, 6,400 tons in 1949 and 4,000 tons in 1950. The principal 
items comprised canned meat, dripping and lard, jarl1, dried fruit, preserved milk, 

~ cheese and canned fruit. • 

The decline in the number of parcels despatched during the last three 
years is probably due to the introduction of the scheme whereby, through the agency 

, of central authorities in Australia and the United Kingdom, food was purchased and 
despatched in bulk from Austre.lia and distributed in the United Kingdom. The 
distribution in the United Kingdom was made to private individuals nominated by 
Australians. The foodstuffs included under this arrangement consisted principally 

'- of dripping, honey and golden syrup (which are dospatched in bulk and packed in the 
United Kingdom), canned meats, canned fruits, condensed r,1ilk, lemon butt;er, pastry 

. (' 

mixtures, macaroni, jams, cheese, glucose, barley sugar, etc. Thes;e quanti ti. es 
were inoluded in the export entries of the COL18onwealth and therefore when 
determining the quanti ties consumed in Australia due allovmnco has been made for 
these items. The Food for Britain Fund ceased operation on 11th November, 1950, 
but the private despatch of food parcels to the United Kingdom still continues • 
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3. LEVEL OF NUTRIENT INT L.KE. --
In order to determine whether the quantity of the various foodstuffs 

passing into consumption is sufficient for adequate nutrition"it is necessary to 
,convert foodstuffs into nutrients. The basis for the computation was the table 
of nutrient conversion factors published in the Report to the Parliament of the 
Commonwealth of Australia on Food Consumption Levels in Australia and the United 
Kingdom (Government Printer, Canberra~ 1945), The nutritive values of the food 
Apassing into consumption during the year '1949-5C are shown in Table II following, 
with comparisons for prev~ous years in Ta'ble III and with other countries in Table 

IV. 
No attempt has been made to compare Australian figures with any set 

of requirements for tJ:e COIIlIIl"'::;''lity. A number of standards of recommended dietary 
allowances has been developedr-the one most commonly used being that derived by 
the National Research Council of A.'Ilerica. The principal objection to making any 

,: such comparison at this stage is that requirements for certain of the nutrients, 
particularly vitamin A, r.iboflavin and niacin, are not stable and a great deal of 
work has yet to be done on the human requirements for those nutrients. To make 
comparison at this stage of our knowledge m?-y introduce inaccuracies. 

,: 

f, 

r 

The following summarizes the principal changes in the level of nutrient 

intake during the year 1949-50,~-

Calories~ There has been a slight fall in total calorie intake due principally to 
small,falls in the consumption of grain products and sugar. 

Proteing These has been no significant change from the previous year. 

Fat: No significant change has occurred" 

Carbohydrate; The slight fall has been due to a diminished consumption of grain 

prOducts and sugar~ 

Calcium~ There has been no significant change in the intake of this i:utrient. 

Vitamin A .. g A fall l~as occurred due to a diminished. intake of leafY, green and 
yel:r;:;:;;Jvegetables and eggS. This trend has boen partly offset by an increased 

consumption of tomatoes~ 

Assorbic Acid (Vitamin C:) g There has boon G, slight fail which has been brought 
about by a diminished consumption of all types of fruit and vegetables excluding 

tomatoes .. 

Thia.'Ilin (Y..i taminJ3JJ g No significant change has occurred. 

The nutritive value of the averago o~uanti ty of foodstuffs estimated 
to be available to the Australian population in 1949-50 in general showed little 
change compared with that availE1ble in 1948-49. 
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4. PRODUCTION, DISTRIBUTION AND C ON.§:tJMPTION OF lli!yI_D]liI.L qmlJMoDITI§§.. 

'(i) Milk and Milk Products (EXcluding Butt~) 

There was a continuous decline in the production of whole milk in 
!Australia from the peak of 1,254 million gallons reached in 1939-40 until 1944-45 
:vvhen the output recorded was 1,013 million gallonso .A number of factors; contributed 
\ 1:;9 this decrease, including man-pov.Jer :lifficul ties during the \}Irar and seasonal 
conditions, which caused a reduction in the number of dairy CO'NS in milk of about 
375,000 or 14 per cent. between 1939 and 1947. Increases in the numbers of dairy 

,cows and good seasonal conditions have resulted in considerable improvement in milk 
production since 1946-47. 

The production of whole milk for all purposes during th8 year 1949-50 
~ was app:coximately 1',253.5 million gallons ~ This exceeded output during 1948-49 by , 
40~9 millio:fD.:ga12ons or 3$4 per cent. and 1.-vas 111.8 million gallons or 9.8 per cent. 

\ 
\ 

higher than the average output for the three years 1936-37 to 1938-390 The 
estimated production of whole milk in 1949-50 is only slightly below the record 
production of 1254.0 million gallons recorded in 1939-40. 

During the three years ended 1938-39~ 78,,1 'per cent. of Australia's 
milk supply was used for butter-making, 4.8 per cent" for cheese manufacture, 2.9 
per cent. for condensary products: and 14.2 per cent,. for fluid consumption and 
other purposes. There has since bGeIT a considerablo :L3cline in the use of milk 
for butler, with corresponding increases in the quantities used for ot4er purposes:, 
the proportions in 1949-50 being 65,,2 per cenL for buttor, 7.8 per cont for cheese, 
6.9 per cent. for condensary products and 20.1 pe:;:' cent. for other pUrposes. 

Details of the quantity of wholo milk produced and used for various: 
purposes in the years 1945-46 to 1949-50 are shoviIll in the following table in, 
comparison with the average for the -three years: 1936-37 to 1938-39. 

TABLE V g PRODUCTION & UTILIZA'l'ION OF 1mOLE MILK g AUSTRALIA. 
------------~~~~~~~=-- ' ----------

(:000 Gallons) 

Total QuarlT:Ct~;US ed fcr";7":-"; , 
Whole MiJk Butter ' Cheese 'rC--;;-;l~nsary r, Other 

Produced (Factory .(Factor;y .1 v~~oductsPtlrposes 
Year 

_____________ -+I ____ ·-+...::&:;...;;:;.·F.::a;;:.;rm::.;."--Iy~_E_c~E.~L __ ~ 
Average 1936-37 to 1938-39 : 1,141,776 891,755 54:933 33,226 161,862 
1945-46 11,077,469 701,819 89,555 65,313 220?782 
1946-41 11,079,640 678,293 91,08G 70y450 239~811 

1947-48 i 1,173 y 105 763,049 90 9 i 21 78,113 241,822 

1948-49 111: 212, 644 I 
1949-50 (a) ,1.,253,533 1 

781,230 93,720 87,653 250,041 

816,968 97~312 87,(115. 252,238 
..,.....----~-

(a) Subject -GO revision. 

Details of the production and utilization of milk and n:ilk products 
(excluding butter) are shown in the table belov! fOT tho year ,1949-50 s in G.omparison 
with the earlier periods spocifiedo 

During 1949-50 the production of each of the groups condensed and 
concentrated milk, powdered milk and infantsi and invalids l foods excoedod that of 

I any previous year; however, the output of all presorved milk products expressed 

r
'.".:. in terms. of whole milk equivalent was slightly lm:wT in 1949-~50 than the record 

level in 1948-49. The exports. of condensed and concentrated milk and powdered 
milk were in excess, of the previous year but in the case of infants I and ::nvalids f 

i i foods were slightly lower. The production of cheose in 1949~50 constituted a 
! record at 44,900 tons, but exports at 23,100 -Gons YIOrO somov.Jhat lower than in tho 
~ previ ous year. 
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TABLE VI : PRODUCTION AN] UTILIZATION OF MILK MJD MILK PRODUCTS. 
(EXCLUDING BUTTER) AUSTRALIi~ 

Particulars 1 ~~6~~~C to ') 1946-47 I" 1947-48 1
1 

1948-49 1'1949-50(a) 
1938-39 

FLUID WHOLE MILK (Million Gallons) 

Net Change in stocks - - - - -
Production 1,142 19 080 1,173 1,213 1,254 

Total Supplies 1,142 1,080 1,173 1 ,213 1,254 
Exports (incl. Ships! Stores) - - - - -
Miscellaneous Uses (b) 981 858 939 I 

971 1,009 
Australian Consumption (c) 161 222 234 242 245 

CONDENSED ANI> CONCENTRATED MILK (! 000 tons) 

Net Change in Stocks (d) (0 ) 1(-)2.9 (-)1.3 (+)0.7 -0.2 
Production 21.7 ! 50.7 59.0 61.0 63.1 

Total Supplies 21.7 53.6 . 60.) 60.) 63.3 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 8.5 34.4 31·5 31.6 33.0 
AUstTalian Consumption 13.2 19.2 28.8 28.7 30.3 

POWDERED MILK (f) (1000 Tons) 

Net,change in stocks (d) (e) (+)0.4 
I 

(-)1.1 I (+)0.2 - 1.0 
Production 9·5 18.0 20.4 25.9 30.4 

Total Supplies 9.5 17 .6 21.5 25.7 31.4 
Exports (incl. Ships I Stores) 1.4 6.1 8.9 11.3 19.5 
Australian Consumption 8.1 i 11.5 12.6 14.4 11.9 

INFANTS! AN] IN'V ALIDS' FOODS (INC LUDING MALTED MILK) (I (100 Tons) 

Net Change in Stocks (d) (e) 1(-)0 • .6 ~-)O .1 (+)0.3 (-) 0.6 
Production 3.2 8 .. 5 9·5 10.1 10.) 

Total Supplies 3.2 9.1 9.6 9.8 10.9 
Exports (incl. Ships' stores) 0.2 

j 
4.1 4·5 7.0 6.8 

Australian Consumption 3.0 5. 0 I 5.1 2.8 4.1 

CHEESE { 1000 Tons) 

Net Change in Stocks (d) (e) 
I 

(-)2.2 I (-)0.7 (-)1.0 I -

, 
I 

I 

r 

... 

l 

Production 24.9 42.4 41. 5 43.2 44.9 I 

Total SU;EEJ,.ies 24.9 44.6 41·5 43.9 45.9 
Exports (incl. Ships! 'Stor~s) 11·5 24.0 22.9 26.2 23.1 
Australian Consumption 13.4 20.6 18.6 17.7 22.8 

(0 ) 

Subject to revision. 
Used in the manufacture of butter and cheese and condensed, etc. 

milk produots and consumed as, sweet cream. 
Includes small quantities of milk consumed as ice-cream and for 

misoellaneous manufacturing purposes. 
Inoluding Imports. 
Not available. 
Excludes Powdered Butter :Milk and Whey_ 

I 

I • 

1 

r 

~ 

• ( 
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In the next table details of the estimated supplies of milk and milk 
products (excluding butter) moving into consumption per head of popUlation are 
shown for the years 1946-47 to 1949-50 in comparison with the average for the three 
years ended 1938-39. 

TABLE VII SUPPLIES OF MILK .AND MILK PRODUCTS (EXCLUDING BUTTER) 

NIOVING INTO CONSlllLPTION : AUSTRALIA. 

, (lb. per head_ per, ay}:oum) , 

Commodity 
, Average I . , 
1936-37 to 11946-47 

1938-391 

i I I 

I 1947-48 1 1948-49 1949-50(a) 

Fluid Vlhole Milk -
Estimated Weight (b) 
A9tual ~uan~ity in gallons 

Fresh Cream 
Condens:ed Milk - Full bream -

Unsw88tened l' 
Sweetened ',' 

Skim-Sweetened 
COncentratefr Whole Milk 
Powdered Milk - Full Cream 

Skim 

Infants t and Invalids' Foods 
(Including Malted Milk) 

Cheese, 

240.2 
(23.4) 

6.4 

3.2 

1.1 

2.6 

-
1.0 

4.4 

I 

302.4 
(29" 5) 

2.4 

2.9 

2.8 
2.8 

0.7 

1·5 

6.1 

313·7 
(30 .6) 

1.0 

4·5 

3.9 
3.1 

0.6 

1·5 

5·5 

I 

I ' 
'318.8 ! 

(31.1) 

1.0 

I 
4.4 

3.8 

3.7 

0.4 

0.8 

5.1 

311 t 6 
(30.4) , 

1.0 

4·7 

3·7 
3.1 

0.1 

1 .1 

6.3 

Total - As Milk Solids (c) 3903 47.8 49.2 49.,(3- 48.9 

Subject to J.'eVlSlon. , I 

Estimated weight of a gallon of milk; 10.25 lb. 
The total figures aro in te~ms of milk solids. Figures 

for individual commodities are actua~ net weights. 

The consumption per head of milk products (excluding butter) expressed 
as, milk solids was 48.9 lb. in 1949-50 compared 'vvith 49.8 lb. in 1948-49 and 39.J 
lb. during the three years ended 1938-39. This increase sinco tho pre-war period 
is due mainly to the substantiEd rise in fluid 'whole milk consumption from 240.2 lb. 
pre-war to 311.6 lb. in 1949~5C. Consumption of all other items in the group with 
the exception of fresh cream were also above pre-war levels. 

(ii) Meat 

Production of meat (bono-in Yfeight) in Australia during 1949-50 is, 
estimated at 1,050,900 tons, exclusive of approximately 51,100 tons of edible offal. 
This represents an increase on the 1948-:~9 figures of 59,400 tons or 6.0 per cent. 
and 68,700 tons or 7.0 per cent. on tho average production for tho three years 
ended 1938-39. 

The production of both beof (incl~ veal) and lamb in 1949-50 exceeded 
the corresponding output for tho previous year and also that for the pre-war period. 
Mutton production, which declined from 201,400 tons pre-war to 165,600 tons in 
1947-48 had recovered by 1949-50 anrl at 20L~,900 tons ViaS greater than tho pre-war 
average production but still considorably below the record of 275,400 tons produced 
in 1943-44. The production of total pigments in 1949-50 was less than in 
1948-49, and al.8o well below the pre-war average. Bacon and ham production 
declined from its peak of.56,2!~6 tons (cured woight) in 1944-45 to 38,000 tons: 
(cured weight) in 1949-50~ 
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The production of edible offal, which is not included in the carcass 
weight of meat, is estimated at 51,100 tons in 1949-50 compared with 47,100 tons 
in 1948-49 and average produQtion of 48,000 tons during the years 1936-37 to 
1938-39. 

Comj,larative details of the production of oach class of meat are shown 
in the table below. 

TABLE VIII PRODUCTION OF MEAT (BONE-IN WEIGHT) AUSTRALIA. 
('000 Tons) 

~ Average 
1947-4811948-49 Class of Meat 1936-37 to 1946-47 1949-50( a) . 

19.38-39 I 
I 

, 

Beef and Veal 569.1 487.8 562.0 577.3 608.8 • 
Mutton 201.4 182.6 165.6 181.3 204.9 

Lamb 11.7.6 120.0 129.7 139.1 152.4 

Pork (b) 45.4 30.0 27.4 37.3 33.1 1 

Bacon and Ham (Cured Weight) 32.5 47.7 45·9 41.6 38.0 

TotaJ. Pigmeats (as Pork) 94.1 94.8 89.8 93.8 84.8 I 

-1 

Total 982.2 885.2 947.1 991.5 1050.9 

Offal (Edible) 48.0 44.9 45.9 47.1 51.1 

~~~ SUbject tc revJ.sJ.on. ,. 
Includes estimates for trimmings from baconer carcasses. 

Particulars of the production and utilization of meat are shown in the 
two tables following. In Table IX separate dotails are given for each class of 1 

carcass meat, distinguishing between the quantities exported or consumed as fresh 
or frozen meat and the quantities used for canning and curing. Table X shows 
particulars of the production and utilization o:f total carcass meat, canned meat , 
and bacon and ham , and of all meat (excluding offal) expressed in terms of carcass 
equivalent weight. 

During 1949-50 exports of carcass meat amounted to 186,300 tons (bone
in weight) this being 28,500 tons (18.1 per cent.) greater than in 1948-49 but 
37,100 tons (16.6 per cent.) below average exports during the three years en.ded 
1938-39. There nas, however, been a remarkable expansion in exports of canned 
meat from 5,500 tons (canned weight) pre-we~ to 44,500 tons in 1949-50 and as a 
result, total meat exports (including canned and cured meat expressed in terms of 
carcass meat), estimated at 269,400 tons in 1949-50, were 37,000 tons (15.9 per 
cent.) above the corresponding pre .. war average of 232,400 tons. Total meat 
exports (expressed in carcass weight equivalent) in 1949-50 were 43,300 tons (19.2 
per cent.) greater than in 1948-49. 

Australian consumption of mea.t (including cured and canned in terms of 
carcass weight) was 797,100 tons in 1949-50 compared vdth 764,900 tons in 1948-49 
and average consumption for the years 1936-37 to 1938-39 of 749,800 tons. 
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TABLE IX : PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF' CARCASS M::EAT a AUSTRALIA. 

.. . . Particulars . 

Ne·t Change in Stocks (c) 
Production 

Total Supplies · · 

'000 Tons,:sone-in Weight 

Average I 
1936-J} to 1946-47 
1938-39 

I 

BEEF, AND VEAL. 

(d) (+) 7.7 
569.1 487.8 

569.1 480.1 

1947-48 1948-49 1949-50(b) 

(+) 0-3 : (-)3·4 (-) 8.8 
562,,0 i 577.3 608.8 

I 561.7 580.7 617 .. 6 
Exports (incl. Ships! Stores) 120.8 90·7 116.5 97.5 93.9 
Miscellaneous Uses (e) 18 .. 0 65·3 73.6 60.7 71.2 
Australian Consumption 430.3 324·1 , 371.6 422·5 452·5 

MUTTON 

.Net Change in Stocks (c) (d) 1(-) 6.0 (-) 1·5 (+) 6.1 (-) 3.2 
Production 201.4 182.6 165·6 18103 204.9 

Total Sup;£lies : 201.4 188.6 167.1 175.2 208.1 
Exports 1703 23.3 8.7 12.3 31.1 
Miscellaneous Uses (e) - 10.6 7.6 6.5 15.4 
Australian Consumption 184.1 154.7 1 ~0.8 156.4 161.6 

Net Change in. Stocks (d) (-) 2.9 (-) 3.8\ (+) 2.0 1 (-) 1.1 
Production 117 .6 120.0 129.7 139.1 152.4 

' .. ' .ToiiC1.l Sugplies · 117 .6 122.9 133·5 137.1 153·5 · 
Exports 71.6 50.1 46.0 39.0 55.1 
Australian Consumption I 46.0 72.8 , 87.5 98.1 98.4 

PIGMEATS (AS PORK) -
Net Change in stocks (d) (-) 4.,1 i - (+ ) 0·5 (+ ) 0.1 
Production 94.1 94.8 89.8 93.8 84.8 

Total Sup£lies · 94.1 98.9 89.8 93.3 84.7 · 
Exports 13.7 8.3 1.7 9.0 6.2 
Miscellaneous Uses (f) 48.6 67.7 64.1 58·5 54.2 
Australian Consumption (g) 31.8 l 22.9 I 24.0 , 25. 8 24.3 

TOTAL CARCASS T>1EAT. 

Net Change in Stocks (c) (d) '(-) 5.3 i (-) 5·0 (+) 5.2 '(-) 13.0 
Production 982.2 885·2 947.1 991.5 1050.9 

Total SU;Eplies · 982.2 890·5 952.1 986.3 1063.9 · 
Exports (inc. Ships' stores) 223.4 172.4 172.9 157.8 186.3 
Miscellaneous Uses (f) 66.6 143.6 14503 125.7 140.8 
Australian Consumption 692.2 i 574·5 633.9 702.8 736.8 I I 

~l 
Excludes offaL 
Subject to revision. 
Includes imports. 

:~l 
Not available. 
For Canning. 
For Canning and Curing. 
Consumption as pork, including Smallgoods and 

estimates for trimmings from baconer carcasses •. 
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TABLE X PRODUCTION AND UTIIJIZATI9P OF MEA't..,W AUSTRALIA. 
('000 Tons) 

Particulars 
! Average 
11936-37 to 1946-47 1947-48 
i 1938-39 

1948-49 I 1949-50 (b) I . 

CARCASS NIEAT (Bone-in wei~ht) 

Net Change in Stocks (c) (d) , (-) 5·3 (-)5. 0 
Production 982.2 885.2 947.1 

Total Supplies 982.2 890.5 952.1 

Exports (inc. Ships' stores) 223.4 172.4 172q9 
Miscellaneous Uses (e) 

I 
66.6 143.6 145.3 

Australian Consumption 692.2 
I 574·5 633 .. 9 -

C .. 'NNED MEl.T (Canned Wf.3ight) 

Net Change in stocks (c) I (d) (f) -10.8 (+) 5.6 
Production 12.C' 51.2 50.1 

Total SU;2plies 12.0 62~0 44.5 
Exports (incl. Ships! Stores) 5.5 53.5 34·5 
Australian Consumpt~on 6.5 8·5 10.0 

I 

BACON AND Hill.[ (Cured Weight) 

Net Change in Stocks (c) 
Production 

Total Supplies 

Exports (incl. Ships' stores) 
Miscellaneous Uses (g) 
Australian Consumption 

32·5 
1.0 

31·5 

3.3 2.7 
2.1 I 2 .. 1 

42·5 i 41.0 

(+)5.2 
991.5 
986.3 

157.8 
125.7 
102.8 

(-) 3.4 
45·7 
49.1 
40.7 
8.4 

(-) 0.1 
41.6 

41. 7 

3.4 
2.2 

36.1 

TOTAL ME1~T (In terms of CarcE'.ss Equivalent Weight) 

Net Change in Stocks (c) (h) (d) 
j 

(-)16.1 (+) 5. 6 (+) 0.5 I Production 982.2 885.2 947.1 '991.5 
Total Supplies 982.2 

I 
901.3 941.5 991.0 

., 

Exports (incl. Ships I StoresX~ 232.4 255·2 232.8 226.1 
Australian Consumption (h) i 749.8 646.1 708.7 764.9 

I 

(-)13. 0 
1050.9 
1063.9 

186.3 
140.8 
736.8 

(+) 0.4 

(-) 

57.6 
57.2 
44·5 
12.7 

3.2 
2.7 

32.0 

15.6 
1050.9 
1066.5 

269.4 
797.1 

a Excludes Offal. (b) Subject to revision" c) Includos imports. ~d~ Not availahle. (e) Used for canning and curing.Q (f) Includes allowances 
for quantities exported from surplus. Service stocks. (g) For canning. 
(h) Canned and cured meat is included at its carcass oquivalont weight. 

Details of the supplies Qf meat moving into consumption per head of 
population are shown in tho following table in terms of both carcass weight and 
retail weight. 

-

The basic data relating to supplies of moat moving into consumption are 
given in term5 of primary distribution weight, i.oa on a cold carcass weight 
basis, as this is a convenient measure for the comparison of the v.eights of mEtat 
consumed in different forms. For example 9 s ome 2'~' lbs <> of carcass meat are .. 
required to produce 1 lb. of canned corned boef although some of the fat does not 
go into the canned product but remains available for consumption or for separate 
export from the producing country. Carcass woight indicatos; "quantity" from the 
production point of View; retail weight represonts "quantity" from the retail 
purchase point of view; odi ble weight l'oproson ts "quO-nti tyfl from the c onsu mption 
point of vie~v and is used in the calcul2.tion of nutrients" 

Meat rationing in Australia commenced on 17th January, 1944 and 
terminated on 21 t:I.t June, 1948. Details of t he rat ion scales operating during this 
period were givon in Section 5 of Report No.2. 
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As a result of the rationing of meat, the consumption per head fell 
from the pre-war figure of 253.0 lb. carcass Ywight (179.6 lb. retail weight) and 
reached its +owestmpoint in 1946-47 at 201.7 lb. carcass Yleight (143.2 lb. retail 
weight). There was a rise in 1947-~8 (the last year of rationing) to 216.8 lb. 
carcass weight (153.9 lb. retail weight) followed by further increases in 1948-49 
following the lifting of rationing, to 228.1 lb. C2,rcass weight (162.0 lb. retail 

. weight) and 231.4 l~. ca:r:cass weight (164-3.1 b. ret0-i1 weight) during 1949-50. 
Consumption in the latter year was, hov;ever, 8.5 por cont. lov-ver than in the pre-
war period.' . 

Beef and veal consumption per head has risen continuously from 96.5 lb. 
(carcass weight) in 1946-47 to 125.9 lb. in 1949-50 but is still subste,ntially 
below the pre_war figure of 14/;..1 lb. Mutton consumption in 1949-50 at 45.0 lb. 
per head was also much below the pre-vrar level of 59.8 lb. but lamb consumption per 
head rose from 15.(1 lb. pre-VIar to 28.2 lb. in 1948-49, vvith a slight decline to 
27~4 lb. in 1949-50. The consumption of bacon and h2.JIl has fallen from high war-
time levels to 86.4 per cent. of' the pre-vvar figure, while pork consumption 
decreased in 1949-50 to the 1946-47 lovel of 6.8 lb. pcr hoad, -,'Thich is substantially 
below the pre-war figure of 10.4 Ib .. 

It should be Doted that tho particulars relating to pork consumption 
embrace all pigmeat other than bacon and ham, including that used for small-goods. 

It should als 0 be noted that effective comparis on cannot be made 
between the consumption por head of those meats which ~;ere subject to war-time 
rationing and the actual quantity allowed under the ration scale unless allowance 
is made for the following factors, viz., 

(i) allowance for bono, trimmings and Viastc to reduce carca.ss vloight to 
its retail equivalent. 

(ii) consumption of meat outside ordinary consumers' ration, e.g. meals 
served in cafes, hotels, etc., manufacture of small goods, extra 
ration for medical cases~ 

(iii) .consumption of moat in those areas not subject to re,tioning control. 

(iv) meat slaughtered on farms for f~rmsupplies$ 

TABLE XI s SUPPLIES OF lVIELT (INCLUDING CURKD, Ci.NNED JillD EDIBLE OFF1~L) 

MOVING INTO CONSUMPTION ~ i ... USTRi.LIA. 
(1 b. per he fcQ POI' annum) 

I Averago I 

I 
I Commodity 1936-37 to 1946-/:-7 1947-48 1948-Lt9 19tr9-50 (a) 

1938-39 
Beef and Veal, Bone-in 'iv-eight 144.1 96.5 108.9 121.3 125.9 
Mutton, Bone:-in VJoight. 59.8 !'t6•1 /~!r. 2 44.9 45.0 
Lamb, Bone-in Weight. 15. 0 21.7 25·6 28.2 27·4 
Pork, Bone-in Weight· 10./:- 6.8 7.1 7.4 6.8 

.. 

Offal 8.4 9.3 9.0 8.4 9.6 
Cann"ed Meat (b) (c) 2·5 2.9 ' 2.4 3.6 

Bacon and Ham (d) 10.2 12.7 12 .. 0 10~4 8.9 
In Terms of Carcass Veight 

(G) 253.0 201.7 216.8 228.1 231.4 
Total 

In Terms of Retail 1;Jeight 
(f) 179.6 143.2 153.9 1.62.0 16403 

(a) 

(f) 

Subject to revision. (b). Cp~nod Woight. (c) Includod under fresh 
meat at its carcass weight. Cd) Cured weight. (0) Including Offal. 

Rotail weight is calculated at 71 por cent. of carcass woight to allow 
for bone , trimmings and livaste. " 



16. (iii) Poultry, Game and Fish 

Although details of the quantities of poultry and game entering 
consumption in Australia cannot be measured precisely, evidence available suggests 
that consumption during the, years 1945 to 1947-48 was higher than in previous 
years due to the shortage of foodstuffs for poultry, resulting in the disposal of 
surplus birds for table use and the der.and for meat off the ration. • I 

Available data indic ates tha.t since the lifting of meat rationing on 
21st June, 1948 there has been a fall in the consumption of poultry and game per 
head, whioh is estimated at 15.1 lb. carcass weight (8.8 lb. edible weight) in 
1948-49 and 1949-50 compared with 16.1 lb. carcass woight (9.3 lb. edible weight) , 
in 1947-48 and average consumption of 9.7 lb. oarcass weight (5.6 lb. edible weight) 
during the three years ended 1938-39. 

Local production of fresh and shell fish which declined during the war 
years is now above the pre-war level. . The consumption of fish (fresh and shell) 
per head of population was about 7.3 lb. (edible weight) in 1949-50 compared with 
6.3 lb. (edible weight) in 1948-49 and 7~1 lb. (edible weight) during the three 
years ended 1938-39. 

Although an important foodstuff in most countries, fish is not a staple 
item in the diet of Australians. During the poriod of me at rRtioning the demand for 
fish increased but production declined and it continued to be in short supply. 
It is still regarded rather as a luxury~ 

Prior to the war, consumption of canned fish in Australia was almost 
entirely from imported supplies. Since the war, fish canning in Australia has 
shown a marked development and during 1949-50 approximately one-quarter of the total 
quantity of canned fish consumed was of local origin. However, importations of 
fish which were drastically curtailed during the war are sti11 much beloYl the pre.
war level and consequently the total consumption of canned fish in 1949-50 at 2.7 lb. 
per head fell much short of the pre-war figure of 4.1 lb. 

Particulars of the estimated supplies of each commodity included in this 
group entering consumption during the three pre-war years, and in each year 1946-47 
to 1949-50 are shown in the table below. 

TABLE XII : SUPPLIES OF POULTRY, GAME AND FISH MOVING INTO CONSUMPTION. 
AUSTRAL~. 

(lb. per head per annum) 

Average 
1949-50 (a) Commodity 1936-37 to 1946-47 1947-48 1948-49 

1938-39 
Poultry (Carcass Weight) 

l (i 10.7 10.7 9·7 9.7 

Rabbits and Hares (Carcass 9.7 ~ I 
Weight) ( 5·4 5·4 5·4 5.4 

Fish - Fresh (Edible Weight) 6.4 6.(' 5·7 5· 5, 6.2 

Shell (Edible Weight) 0.7 0.4 0.7 0.8 1 .1 

Canned (Edible Weight) 4.1 2·5 3.5 3.1 2.7 

Total Edible Weight 16.8 18.2 19.2 18.1 18.7 

(a) Subject to revision. 

(iv) Eggs and Egg Products. 

III 

" 

• 

., , 

Statistics of egg production must necessarily be accepted with some 
reserve. In the absenoe of a complete census of egg production, which would involve~ 
oonsiderable labour e.nd expense with results that might not be very different from 
~he data now obtained, it is more 'expedient to compute a fib~re based upon the best 
dsta availaOle. The production shovm in the following table is based upon the 
records of Egg :Boards of production from areas under their control plus, estimates of 
produotion from uncontrolled areas and by "back yard" poultry-keepers based on data 
obtained from other sources. The level of produotion in 1949-50 was about 118,000 
tons (the equivalent of about 201 million dozen) compared with the pre-war average 
of just under 90,00(1 tons or about 154 million dozen. Egg production is estimated 
to have reached a peak of about 122,000 tons (208 million dozen) in 1946-47. 
Exports of shell eggs during 1949-50 amounted to 14,000 tons, compared with 11,900 
tons during the previous year and average Gxports of 7,600 tons during the three 
years ended 1938-39. 



While the greater part of the increase in ege production since before 
~the war has been exported either as shell eggs or egg products, increased supplies 
have also been available for consumption. While the quantity of egg pulp exported 
prior to the war was negligible, 7,800 tons (expressed in terms of weight of shell 
eggs) of pulp were exported in 1949-5C. This was 38.6 per cent. less than the 
previous year. 

The processing of egg powder was, introduced during the war to meet the 
requirements of the Armed Forces in Australia and has since continued on a reduced 

~ scale chiefly for export purposes. A market in Australia for this product has not 
.yet been established dUe, no doubt, to the availability of fresh eggs. 

• 

, 

Comparative details of the production (;md utilization of eggs and. egg 
prodUcts are shown in the following table • 

.. 
TABLE XIII : PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF EGGS 1.d:I.12... E~ODUCTS g A USTR.ALIA. 

(!OOO tons) 

Particulars 1949-'50 (0,) 
Average 1 

1936-37 to 1946-47 1947-.4811948--49 
---------------------------------~I ~19~3~~~.-~3~9~~ __ ----~ __ ~" ________ ~ ______ __ 

SHELL EGGS~ 

t 
__ a 

i 

1(-) 0.3 Net Change in Stocks I (b) (-) 0·4 t (+) 0.4 (+)0.1 I 
ProductioJ;1 (c) 89.5 121.7 I 118.8 119.4 i 118.0 

Total Supplies ~~.5 ___ J,g2.1 .-1-- 118.4 119.3 _J1~3 ---
Exports (incl. Ships! stores) , 7.6 I 10·5 8.8 11..9 14,0 
Miscellaneous Uses (d) 3.2 22.3 23·7 22.8 19·0 
Australian Consumption 78.7 89.3 85·9 84.6 85.3 

A -• EGG POWDER (eJ -
I 

~ Net Change in Stocks 
Production 

-
-

(-)3. 2 I (-) 
6.4 

~T("~-"--~--
0.4 - , (+) 0.2 
2.0 1 .2 1~_~L-

- 9.6 2.4 1 .2 I 1 .1 ,-Total Supplies 

• Exports I - I 9.6 2·3 1.1 ! 1.0 
i 
I Australian Consumption - - 0.1 0.1 L_~:J~~_._. 

EGG PULP (Liquid Ylhole) i e 1 
~ Net Change in Stocks 

Production 
(b) 
3.2 

(-)4.5 (+) 1.4 ' (-) 1.2 1(+)0:5-
1/.7 21.2 21.3 17.4 

3.2 22.2 

0.3 I 11.3 t I - I 2.3 I i 2.9 8.6 
I 

~-------+-.--------+---19.8 22.5 16.9 
I---~--+-----+--...;..-.--t__--""'---_+_-... .-Total Supplies 

Exports' 1 2.2 
Miscellaneous Uses (f) 0.1 

__ A~u~s~t~r~a~l~i~an~~C~on~su~m=p~t~l~·o~n~ ___________ ~ __ ~~~~ _____ , ___________ -1.5 , 
12.'7 I 7~8 
0.2 I 0.2 
9 ~ 6 _' . __ ~!.L_ 

TOT.:?L EGg§~J..c:l 

Net Change in stocks : Co) \1-") 8.1 I (+) 1.4
J
11-) 1.1 I (4-:)l574--

Production L--.22-.;.....5:;;.... _..;.1_1;...;;2;:,..1; . ...;. • ...:..7-+1_118.8 _ ,......U2±-+_ 118 ~_ 
Total Supplies I 89.5 i 129.8 117.4! 120.5 i 11/ • .§ ___ _ 

'Exports (incl .. Ships! stores) I 7.9 31.4 1 23.3 25·7 i 220(3 
Miscellaneous Uses (g) 1 81.-6 0.5 0.6 0.5 i 0·5 

..... A~u..;.;;s_,t..;..r...:..a-.l_ia;...;;n~C;...o_n...;.s..;;.;um.;;;;lP'otIo.....;tl;;..· o..;..n _____ ..L-~...:..:..-..:......._.i-----::;.9...,:.7...;.. • .::...9---1._~9,..;;;3:..;...",,--5 ___ ---::;9_4:.....~..;;;3;..;....-!._--:;..9...:..4...:., 3,,;... .-co_ 

.. 

( ) ( ) (c'l a Subject to revision. b Not available<, \ ') Includes es.timutes for 
uncontrolled commercial production and production bYAsolf-suppliers& ,(d) For 
p<llping and powder and wastage. (e) In terms of weight of shell eggs.o 
(f) Processed into powder. (g) Wastage~ 
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Consumption of eggs (shell eggs. and pulp expressed as shell eggs) pe.r 
head at 26.2 lb. (240 eggs) in 1949-50 was below that for the three previous yeal's 
and also below the average of 26.6 lb. (243 eggs) during the three years ended 
1938-39. Supplies of shell eggs and the shell egg e~uivalent of li~uid whole 
egg per head moving into consumption are detailed in the follov-dng table -

TABLE XIV g SUPPLIES OF EGGS AND EGG PRODUCTS MOVING INTO CONSUMPTION 
AUSTRALIA. 

(lb. per head per annum) 

Average j 

Commodity 1936-37 to 1946-47 I 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 
(a) 1938-39 I 

Shell Eggs 25·7 26.6 25·2 24.3 23.7 

Egg Powder (b) - - - - -
Egg Pulp (Li~uid V,Thole) (b) 0.9 2.6 2.2 2.8 2·5 

Total Shell E~uivalent -

lb. per head. 26.6 29.2 27.4 27.1 26.2 

No. per head (c) 243 267 251 248 240 

(a) Subject to rev~s~on. (b) In terms of shell eggs. 
weight of an egg in Australia is taken as 1.75 oz. 

(c) Tho average 

(v) Oils and· Fats: (including :Butter) 

Reference is made in Section 4 (i) to the decline in the production of 
milk for butter production since 1938-39 and the factors contributing to this 
decline. Production of butter dropped from the pre-1;var average (1936-31 to 
1938-39) of 191,000 tons to 141,400 tons in 1945 and by 1946-47 had risen only 
slightly to 143,400 tons. During 1947-48, hmvever, as a result of improved 
season~l conditions and other factors, output increased more sharply, reaching 
162,100 tons followed by further rises to 165,800 tons in 1948-49 and 173,200 tons 
in 1949-50. 

The rationing of butter, which was introduced in June, 1943 and 
continued until 16th June, 1950, depressed the ~uantity consumed in Australia and 
offset to some extent the effect of the decline in production, thus enabling 
exports to be increased to the extent of savings through rationing. Nevertheless, 
exports declined greatly and during 1946-41 amounted to 60,100 tons ~vb.ich was 
considerably below the pre-war figure of 90,008 tons. Mainly as a result of 
increased output, butter exports during the last three yoars Were comparatively 
high. However, the exports during 1949-50at 81,900 tons were still 8,100 tons 
or 9 per cent. less than the pre-war average. 

The production of margarine in 1949-50 was 7,400 tons of table grade 
and 23,580 tons of industrial grade, compared with 8,500 tons and 20,800 tons 
respectively in -1948-49 and with average output of 2,800 tons and 12,200 tons 
respeotively during the three years ended 1938-39. Prior to the war the 
production of table margarine in Australia was restricted by state legislation but 
output was considerably expanded during the war years to meet the requirements of 
the Armed Forces and reached a peak of 11,900 tons in 1944. Thore has been a 
demand for this product in subse~uent years for export purposes but output has 
been restrioted because of the shortage of coconut oil and other oils and fats used 
in its manufaoture, although considerable improvement has been evident over the 
last two years._ 

.. 

• 
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Comparative details of the production and utilization of butter and of 
both grades of margarine are shown in the following table~ 

TABLE XV : PRODUCTIQN P.}T] UTILIZATION O1:J3JIT1ER .AND MABQARI1TE 0.USTRALI~. 

(1000 tons) 

~------------p-a-rt-l-·c-u-I-ar-s-----------i-1~t~-6-~-~-~U-~t-o~r-1-94-6---4-'7~1----1-94-'7---4;---19-4-8--4-9~-19-4-9--5-O-~-) 
________________ 1_..;.1;;..;:9 38- ~,..9__"" ______ . ..;...I_u_ •• _~_. __ '''~> __ .. _____ _ 

BUTrr!g. 

~-N-e-t--c-h-an-g-e--in--s-t-o-Ck-S----------~---(-b-)--'-I-(---)2-.-2-. ~--(~~6~-(~2.1 I (+)0.9 

Production 191.0 __ -+ 14~-t-. 162.1. 105 .. 8 L_.·~1}.2 

Total S'J.ppl~ 19
90

'j .,OO~ . .• 1..4.
6n
5:! --I 1§8·83'~28-11-·1§8}3'"~~-r·~J8'721.·93 

~ Exports (incl. Ships I storeo.)(c) ) I . I • ~.+ 
Australian Consumption 101.0 I 84.9 84.'7 84,5' 90.4 
----------...;;...-----------~-.~~--".-- _. ~ 

-----------------..,..-.--~-"T"""""---__;----___ ~~---~ .. ----
(a) (-)0.1 I' (+) 0.2 (-)0.1 (+)0.5 Net Change in Stocks 

Production 

Total SUJJpl~ 

12.2 17.2 18.'7 20.8 23.5 ---,-- -.-,-~,-.+--,-.-..-

12.2_1 17.3 _ 18,5 20.9 i ...,?3 .. 0 

Exports - I 0.5 -1 -1 -
Miscellaneous Uses (d) - II 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3 
Australian Consumption 12.2 16.6 I '18.3 20.G 22.'7 _____________ ~ __ ~_l---_-.... ----- ---~ 

(a) Subject to revision. (b) Not availablo~ (c) Includes dry buttor fat, ghee 
and tropical spread expressed as butter. (d) Used in tho manufL1ct~re of ta"ble 
margarine. 

'.Butter rationing ,vas introduced in Austrctlia on 7th Jun.e l '1943 a.t the 
rate of 8 oz. per head. per week, but vms reduced to 6 oz 0 per week on 5th June, 
1944. Consumption per hoad 9 which during tho three years en~ed 1938-39 averaged 
32.9 lb., declined following the introduction of rationing to 2'7c5 Ib, in 1944. 

~ This was followed by further diminution in oach succeeding year to 1948-49, when 
consumption was 24.3 lb. per head.. A Elight increaSE; to 25.2 Ib" per head \7aS 
registered during 1949-50. Consumption of margarine per hoad was 1~O lb~ table 
grade and 6.3 lb. industrial grade in 1949-50 compared with 0 .. 9 ib. and 4.0 lb. 
respectively in tho pre-war period. 

For the purpose of calculating Lustralian consumptio' .. 9 lard prol.uction 
ha~ been es.timated on the basis of a return of 6 lb •. por pig slaUGhtered. This 

~ places the consumption per hoad in 1949-50 at 1,2 lb~ 

Li ttle information is avai.1able concerning supplios of vegotr;.ble oi:Ls 
~ and other fats available for consumption and accordingly it hi.i.s beon n8cessary to 

use survey data in ostir;:ating consumption of these commoditios" ThG estimates 
obtained exclude allowanco for I!invisiblo il fats' enterin£S into consumption, o. g. 
thope present in illeatj fishy choese and. I:"ilk. 

J 
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Details of the estimated supplies of "visible" fats and oils entering 
consumption per head of population are shown in the followine; table for the three 
years ended 1938-39 and for each year 1946-'~-7 to 1949-50. 

TlillLE XVI ~ SUPPLIES OF "VISIBLE" Fl.TS jJND OIl§ MOVING INTO CONSill:IPTION AUSTRALIA 

Commodity 

Butter 

Margarine - Table 

Other 

Lard 

Vegetable Oils and Other 

Total Fat Content 

(lb. per head per annum) 

iNerage 
1936-37 to 1946-47 

1938-39 

32.9 25.3 

0.9 0.7 

4.0 5.0 

1.7 1.2 

Fats 4.7 4.0 
37.6 30.9 

(a) Subject to revision. 

(vi) Sugar and Syrups. 

I 
1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 (a) 

24.8 24.3 25·2 

1.0 1.0 1.0 

5.4 5.9 6.3 

1.2 1.3 1.2 

4.0 4.0 4.0 

j 31.1 31.21 32.3 

The decline in the production of cane sugar in Australia from the 
average for the three pre-war seasons 1936 to 1938 of 775,700 tons of raw sugar 
(804,400 tons at 94 net titre) to 581,600 tons of raw sugar (605,300 tons at 94 
net titre) in the 1947 season, arose chiefly from war-time contingencies. 
Labour shortages, insufficient supplies of fertilizers and variations in seasonal 
conditions have all contributed to the lowering of output. 

Following improvement in the labour supply for cutting and milling and 
excellent seasonal conditions cane sugar production showed a remarkable increase 
during the 1948 season, reaching the record figure of 915,OCO tons of raw sugar 
(943,100 tons at 94 net titre) The previous largest Australian sugar crop was 
895,200 tons of raw sugar (928,600 tons at 94 net titre) in 1939. There was a 
decline to 906,400 tons raw basis (940,000 tons 94 net titre) during the 1949 season. 
The 1950 crop amounted to approximately 893,600 tons raw or 926,600 tons at 94 net 
titre. 

The following table gives details of production and utilization of raw 
sugar for 1949-50 Vii th comparative details for the previous years indicated. 
It should be noted that the details given beloy" refer to the annual periods shown 
at the head of the table without regard to the season in \7hich the sugar vms 
produced. They include beet sugar. 

TABLE XVII : PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF RAW SUGAR ~ AUSTRALIA. 
('000 tons) 

! i 

I 
Average 

Particulars 1936-37 1;0 1946-47 1947-48 i 1948-49 1949-50 (a) 
I 1938-39 

Net Change in Stocks (b) I (+X5.2(C~ (-)42.9 (+)42.9 (+) 7·5 (-)15.1 
Production (Raw) I 779.3(d 521.0 633.2 897.4 902·5 

Total Supplies 773.1 563.9 590.3 889 .. 9 917.6 

Exports (e) (including sugar 
content of manufactured 
products exported) 435.3 153.6 140.3 461.0 483.4 

Miscellaneous Uses (f) 11 .2 21.3 22.1 19.4 16.8 
Australian consumption -

(including sugar content of 
manufactured ~oducts consumed 

(g) 326.6 389.0 427.9 409·5 417 .4 

(11) Subject to revision. (b) Including sugar content of imported foodstuffs. 
c By balance. (~) Average three seasons 1936 to 1938. Raw and refined (e) 

including ships' stores. (f) Including duplication (i.e. Golden Syrup and 
Treacle), Industrial uses and losses in refining; See Table XXXVII. 
(g) In terms of refined. 
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In the next table details of supplies of sugar (including sugar 
contained in manufactured products) and syrups moving into consumptioh per head of 
population are shovvn for the same period. 

TABLE XVIII SUPPLIES OF .. SUGAR AN]) SYRUPS MOVING INTO CONSUHprl\1;ON AUSIr.RALIA 
' .... 

(lb. per head per annum) 

I Average " Commodity 1936-37 to 1946-47 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 
1938-39 (a.) 

Refined Sugar - As Sugar 70.6 65·9 72.1 68.0 69·5 
In mJ.nufactured 
products 35·9 50.0 53.3 49.6 46.7 

! 

Total 106·5 115·9 125·4 117.6 116.2 

Syrups, Honey and Glucoso 
(Sugar content) 5.5 5·7 5.8 5·5 5·2 

Total Sugar Content 112.0 121. 6 , 131.2 I 123. 1 121·4 

(a) Subject to revision. 

Sugar rationing operated in Australia from 31st Augustp1942 to 2nd 
July, 1947, at the rate of 1 lb. per head per week. Owing to deficiencies in the 
supply of refined sugar, tue coupon rating v\ras e;ltered in some States in 1945 and 
the early portion of 1946 to permit consumers to obtain 2 lb. of raw sugar in lieu 
of 1 lb. of refined. In addition to the general ration, special allowances for 
jam-making Yvere made available from time;; to time. 

The consumption of sugar (excluding that consumed in manufactured 
products) during 1946-47, the last complete year of rationing vms 65.9 lb .. per head 
compared with 70.6 lb. per head during the pre-war period. In 1947-48, which 
included only two days of official rationing, consumption rose to 72.1 lb. per head 

• but declined to 68.0 lb. in 1948-49 and rose again to 69.5 lb. in 1949-5C. 

The consumption of sugar in manufactured products rose from 35.9 lb • 
• per head pre-war to 530.3 lb. per hee,d in 1947-48 but had fallen to 46.7 lb. by 

1949-50 • 

The consumption of syrups (gOlden syrup and treacle), honey and glucose 
expres.sed in terms of sugar content was 5.2 lb. per head in 1949-50 compared wi th 
5.5 lb. per head during the three years ended 1938-39. 

The consumption Per head of all sugar and syrups (expressod as sugar 
conteLt) amounted to 121.4 lb. in 1949-50 compared with 123.1 lb. in 1948-49, 131.2 
lb. in 1947-48 and 112.0 lb. in the pre-war period. 

(Vii) Potatoes (vVhi te and Sweet) 

In the following table detClils relating to the, production and 
utilization of vvhi te and sweet potCltoes are shown for the pre-war period and the 
potato years ended Oct ober, 1947 to 1950. Tho data relating to white potatoes. 
for 1947 and 1948 comprise estimates furnishod by the Australian Potat6Corr1rriitteo 

# of potatoes marketed commercially and uS8d for seed togethor \vi th an allowance for 
hone-garden production, while the estimates for 1949 and 1950 have been compiled 
from information supplied by State Potato Marketing Boards, in addition to that 
collected by Stato StCltisticians. 

Production was expanded considerably during the war years to meot the 
~med Forces! requirements for fresh and processed potatoes. Although 

. considerable reduction in potato growing he,s occurred since ·th8 ond of < the war, 
the present level of production is still some 92,700 tons (25.7 per cent.) above 
that of the pre-war period.. However y the expansion in' exports of pote,toes which 
are nO'll considerably. above the pre-war figure, and increased seed requirements have 
absorbed a large portion of the higher production, supplies available for 
consumption in 1950 being 56,100 tons or 17.6 per cont •. abovo the quantities 
available annually during the period 1936-37 to 1938-39. 
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~", ,~duction of~weetpotatoes in 1949-50 is estimated at 5,000 tons 
compoxe,d wi tn ,t-oo,,;p.;re-war level of about 7,40.0 tons. 

i.;".,:-:(,~,,::-,If"~"'~ , '. ~ , 

T~!I!l}:%~rJ PRODUCTION JJJD UTILIZATION OF par ATOES ~. AUSTRALIA. 
('000 Tons) 

Average Year ended 31st October -
Particulars . 1936-37 to 

1941 1948 Tm9 T 1950(a) 19'38-39 

IOTATOES z 1NHITE. 
.... 1(-) 0.9 Net Change in stocks (b) f-)18.4 (-) 23.0 (-) 6.1 

Production (f) 360.4 536.7 529.9 453·5 453.1 

Total Supplies 360.4 I 555·1 552.9 459~6 454.0 

Exports' (incl. ShiIB I stores) 4.9 27.9 26.7 22.1 14.4 
Miscellaneous Uses (c) , 37.0 80.6 75·9 60.6 65. 0 
Australian Consumption (d) 318·5 446.6 450.3 376.9 374.6 

POT.L·l.TOES % SWEET ~ e 2 

Net Change in Stocks (b) (b) (D) (b) (b) 
Production 7.4 5·6 5.3 5·0 5. 0 

Total Supplies 1·4 2,6 5·3 5·0 5. 0 

Exports 
Australian Consumption 7.4 .0 .0 

., 

(a) Subject to revision. (b) Not available. (c) 'Seed and vtastage and quantities < 

used for canning and dehydration. (d) Fresh potatoes only. (e) Years 
ended June. (f) Marketable production. 

The consumption of potatoes rose continuously from the pre-war level of 
106.2 lb. per head (103.8 lb. of white and 2.4 Ib .. of sweet) until 1946~47, when a 
total of 134.8 lb. (133.1 lb. of white and, 1.7 Ib swee.t) was consumed. Thero was '] 
a small decline to 133.5 lb. per head (132.0 lb. of white and 1.5 lb. c'!: sweet) in 
1947-48, followed by a sharp fall to 109.7 lb. (108.3 lb. of white and 1.4 lb. of 
sweet) in 1948-49, and 1')5.6 lb. (104.2 of v'i'hit~ and 1.4 lb. of sweot)in 1949-50. 
The maintenance of OG~aumption at the high levels recorded in 1947-48 and earlier 
years may be attributed, in part, to the subsidy paid by the Commonwealth for the 
purpose of price stabilization, this being withdravm from 31st October, 1948. 
Comparative details of the consumption of both white and sweet 9 0 tatoes per head 1 
of population are shmvn in the following table. " 

TABLE XX : SUPPLIES OF POT.t'.I.TOES AND SWEET POTATOE~. MOVING INTO CONSUMPTION 
AUSTRALIA. 

(lb~ per head por annum) 

Average Year ended 31st October -
Commodity 1936-37 te 1947 1948 1949 1950 (a) 

1938-39 
White Potatoes (b) 103.8 133.1 132.0 108.3 104.2 

Sweet Potatoes (c) 2.4 1.7 1.5 1.4 1·4 

Total 106.2 134.8 133·5 109.7 105. 6 

(a) Subject to reVlSlon. (b) Includes the fresh equivalent of canned 
potatoes. (c) Years ended June. 



·( viii) Pulse and Nuts 

Details of the production and utilization of dried pulse (mainly 
blue peas, split peas ana navy beans) emd poanuts, the principal locally-produced 
commodi ties in this group, are shovm in tho follovv-ing tabla. Prior to tho war, 
Australia's supplies of navy boans Viere entirely imported, but the development of 
local production in recent years has reduced import requirements to some extent • 

... Formerly large quantities of peanuts were imported from India for oil extraction, 
but due to food shortages in that country exports of these nuts have been vii thheld 
since January, 1946. Australia's supplies have since beon confined to local 

• production, which rose from 7,000 tons pre-war to 22,800 tons harvested in April
May, 1947, but foIl to 15,800 tons harvested in 1948 and to 10,000 tons h","rvested 
in 1949 and 8,000 tons during 1950. 

The other commodities included in this group consist of edible tree 
nuts and cocoa. Edible tree nuts consumed in Australia now consist principally 
of imported coconuts and locally grmvn almonds and walnuts, while cocoa supplies 
are obtained entirely from imported bGans~ 

TJJ3LE XXI g PRODUCTION AND UTILIZ.ATION OF PULSE L.N]) PEJJifUTS AUSTRALIl~. . 

Particulars 

Net Change in Stocks (b) 
Production 

Total Supplies 

Exports (incl. Ships! Stores) 

Miscellaneous Uses (d) 

Australian Consumption 

Net Change in Stocks (b) 

Production 

Total Supplies 

Exports 

Miscellaneous Uses (f) 
Australian Consumption 

('000 Tons) 

I 
L.ver2"ge I 

1 936 - 37 t OJ I 
j 1938-39 ' 

1946-471 
I 

DRIED PULSE 

(c) I (-)5. 2 
(0) 11 .3 

(c) 16.5 

(c) 4.9 

(c) 1.6 

(e) 4·5 1 
10.0 

i 

PEI(NUTS (IN SHELL) 

(-)4.1 (-)1.2 

7.0 13.3 

j 11 .1 1 tro 5 

I 
- -

6.9 2.7 

I ~.~. 2 11 .8 

1947-48 1948-49 

{-) 6.6 (-)11.0 
10.9 113.7 

17.5 24.7 

6.5 14·5 

0.7 1.1 

10.3 9.1 

C+) 4.0 (-)!,.o 

22.8 15·8 

18.8 19.8 

- 1 .1 

5·5 4~9 

13.3 13.8 

Subject to reVlSlon. (b) Includos imports. (c) Not available. 
Seed and waste. (e) Survey data. (f) Oil extraction and seed. 

1949-50(a) 

(-) 9.3 
7.8 

17 .1 

4 .. 9 

1 .1 

11.1 

(-)0.4 

10.0 

10.4 

0.7 

2 .. 8 

6.9 

The estimated supplies of the commodities in this group moving into 
consumption per head of popUlation are shown in the following table. The 
consumption of dried pulse per head has increased considorably and at 3.1 lb. in 
1949-50 was more than double the pre-war figureo The consumption of peanuts (as 
sal ted peanuts and as peanut butter or paste) showed remarkable expansion from 0.9 
lb. per head pre-war to 2.6 lb. per head in 1948-49 but mainly dUG to a sharp 
fall in production, the consuInption during 1949-50 fell by 50 per cent. to 1.3 lb. 
per head. The consumption of tree-nuts declined during the war but in 1949-50 
amounted to 1.9 lb. per head compared with 0.8 lb. pre-war. The consumption of 
cocoa beans has risen from 2.1 lb. before the war, to 4.0 lb. 
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Consumption of the whole group per head rose from an average of 5.31b. 

during the three years ended 1938-39 to 10.3 lb. per head in 1949-50. 

TABLE XXII g SUPPLIES OF PULSE JiliD NUTS MOVING INTO CONSUMPTION g l~USTRJ..LIA. 

(lb. Per head per annum.) 

f J.verage I I 

Cor.unodity I 1936-37 to 1946-47 1947-48 1948-49 1 1949-50 I 
I 1938-39 

Dried Pulso I 1.5 3.0 3.0 2.6 3.1 

Peanuts Co) 0.9 2.3 2.6 2.6 
I 

1-3 I 
Edible Tree nuts (b) \ 0.8 0.9 1.5 1.4 

I 
1.9 

Cocoa (raw beans) 2.1 3.2 3·5 I 3·5 4.0 

Total (Edible Weight) I 5·3 
! 

9.4 I 10.6 I 10.1 I 10.3 

(a) Subject to revision. (b) Weight yvi thout shell. 

(ix) Tomatoes and Citrus Fruit. 

The estimated total production of fresh tomatoes and citrus fruit is 
shown in the following table. The figures are based on the output recorded on 
growers' annual returns together with estinates of production by self-suppliers. 
Tomato production in the pre-war period is probably understated, owing to the lack 
of complete data at that time. 

The table also shows details of the utilization of tomatoes (including 
tomato products expressed in terr1s of fresh tooatoes) and citrus· fruit (including 
citrus products in tcrr1s of fresh fruit). Rough allowances for wastage of both 
products are included. 

While tomato production at 103,900 tons in 1949-50 was. somewhat higher 
than in 1948-49, the production of citrus fruit declined to 143,200 tons compared 
with the record crop of 158,000 tons in 1948-49. 

T~e quantity of 4,900 tons of tonatoes exported, recorded in the table 
below for the year 1949-50, represents the ostinated fresh equivalent of tOr1ato 
prodllcts (mainly tor.lato juice) exported during the year. Exports of ci trus fruit <I 

during 1949-50 totalled 19,000 tons (12,000 tons as fresh and 7,000 tons fresh 
equivalent of natural citrus juice) compared with average exports of 13,200 tons 
of fresh citrus fruit during the three years ended 1938-39. ,I 

TABLE XXIII : PRODTJC.,,'J'ION lIND UTILIZATION OF TOM1~TOES l..ND CITRUS FRUITS AUSTRALIA 
( 10.00 tons) 

Particulars 

Net Change in Stocks 
Production 

Total Supplies 

Exports (incl .. Ships I Stores) 
Miscellaneous Uses (f) 
Australian Consumption 

Net Change in Stocks 
Production 

Total Supplie.s 

Exports 
Miscellane~us Uses (f) 
il.':stralian Consumption 

Avera.ge 1 
1936-37 to 1946-47 
1938-39 

TOMATOES~ FRESH (b) 

(c) ~(J.)( ... )3.4 
(e)50. 0 116.1 

50.0 119·5 

- 11.6 
2.0 ! 5.1 

48.0 I 102.8 

CITRUS FRUIT (b) 

(c) (c) 
111.0 124.2 

111 • C 124.2 

13.2 9.7 
- 2.2 

97.8 112.3 

1947-48 1948-49 1949-50~) 

(_~ 0.0 (c) (c) 
94.9 101.1 103.9 

104.9 101 .1 103.9 

19.2 22.1 4 .. 9 
4.2 4.4 4.6 

81.5 74.6 94.4 

(c) (c) (c) 
151.4 158.0 143.2 

151.4 158•0 143.2 

13.9 18.4 19.0 
4.9 3.0 2.7 

132.6 136.6 121.5 

. (a) Subject to revision. (b) Includes fresh equivalent of manufactured 
~roducts. (c) Not available. (d) Accunule..ted service stocks exJ.)orted overseas. 

(e) Probably unG.er-stated because of the absence of complete data. (f) Waste. 
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In the next table, details are given of the estimated supplies of 
these commodities moving into consumption per head 0: population. As mentioned 
above, the figures relating to tomato consumption in the pre-war period are 
probably under-stated due to the absence of complete data relating to production. 
There was however, a distinct upward trend in the consumption of tomatoes per 
head from 21.9 Ib, in 1945 to 30.6 lb. in 1946-47. This was subsequently reduced 
to 21.4 lb. in 1948-49, but due mainly to the grea,tly decreased vol urne of exports 
during 1949-50 consL~ption per head during 1949-50 was registered at 26.3 lb. 

The consumption of citrus fruit rose from 31.9 lb. per head pre-war to 
38.9 lb. in 1947-48. It is probable, however, that the figure of 38.9 lb. consumed 
per head in 1947-43 is overstated to some extent because of the high proportion of 
low grade fruit WId ch would doubtles,s. not be marketed from that year's heavy citrus 
crop. In calculating consumption for 1947-48 allowance ::orwastage was confined to 
estimated normal marketing losses of oranges and reported losses of lemons not 
marketed in New South Wales. Consumption in 1948-49 Was slightly higher at 39.3 lb., 
followed by a decline to 33.8 lb. in 1949-50. 

It should be noted that the figures relating to consumption 'of citrus 
frui t include 80r;1e duplication as no allowance has been made for fruit used in jam 
manufacture. 

~. TABLE XXIV.2-SU:?:?1:.r.!S OF TOMATOES AND CITRUS FRUIT ]WVING INTO CONSUMPTION 

) 

AUS'rRALIA 
_______ '. _________ Pb. per head per annum) . ' 

i 
Commodity 

Fresh Tom~toes (b) 

, Fresb. Ci t:cus (b) 

lAve 
; 1936 
: 193 
~ 

i (c) 
! 
i 

rage 
-37 to 
8-39 

15.7 

31. 9 

I 1946-47 
I 
I 30.6 
i 
I 33·5 

, I 

I 
, 
i 1949-50 

1947-48 1948-49 
1 

(a) 

23·9 21.4 : 26.3 I 
38·9 39· 3 

I 

j 33.8 
I I 

i--
Total Fre_s.?2!:'0:~,~ .. Bquivale~ I 47.6 : 64.1 I 62.8 ! 60.7 60.1 

(a) Subjec-;-to r~visi~-(-b) Incl~des manufactured, ~oducts in terms of fresh. 
(c) Probably understat8~ due to absence of complete data. 

(x) Other Frui t aYl~2'rui t Products. 

Details of the production and utilization of fresh fruit (other than 
tomatoes and citrus fruit) and'products thereof, viz., jams, dried fruit and 
canned fruit, are shovin in the table below. 

The produc~ion of :fresh fruit (excluding citrus and tomatoes) amounted 
to, 501,100 tons in 194'9-50 compared with 485,300 tons in 1948-49, and the 606,500 
tons in the pre-rLous year and wi th an average production of 511,000 tons during 
the three years end",d 1938-39. Exports of fresh fruit, which declined from the 
pre-war level of 116,')00 tons to negligible proportions during the vms had 
increased to 74,700 tons in 1949-50, compared with 54,900 tons in 1948-49 and 
73,600 tons in 1947-48. 

'Jam production has expanded greatly since the pre-war period and the 
peak of 89,700 tons in 1947-48, was 50,800 tons or more than 130 per cent. above 
the average production for the three years ended 1938-39. In 1947-48, however, 
some 14,400 tons were acLded to factory stocks and in 1948-49 output fell sharply 
to 60,400 tons, a d:~'op of 29,300 tons (32.7 per cent.) compared with the previous 
year. There was a further decline in 19':;·9-50 to 58,000 tons. Exports of jam in 
1949-50 were 29,300 ~cns compared with the pre-war average of 3,800 tons. 

The production of dried vine fruit was 64,900 tons in 1949 compared with 
84,800 tons in 1948 al~d average producti on of 80,500 tons during the three years 
ended 19~). Exports declined from the pre-war level of 63,000 -'.;ons to 35,500 
tons in 1949. 

The production of, total c&nn8d fruit (includ~ng solpack and crushed 
apples) reached a recor1 level in 1949-50 a.t 90,400 tons, exceeding the average 
production for the three years ended 1938-39 by 23.800 tons or 35.7 per cent. The 
production of tht; main pack (apricots, peaches and' pea;rs') Vias 61,032 tons in 1949-
50 compared with the record output of 62,800 tons in 1947-48 and average procluction 
of 54,800 tons during the throe years ended 1938-39. Exports of all can'1ed fruit 
in 1919-50 at 52,000 tons exceeded the pre-qar export level by 15,300 tons or 44.1 
per cent. This was 3,600 tons less than the previous year, but it should be noted 
that wi thdrmva1 s from factory stocks amounting to 15,700 t,ons were nec essary to 
achieve the high export :'r:,~~~, ~~'r:':'::~ d :'_r 1948-49. 
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TABLE XXV : PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF OTP:S:R FRUIT AND FRUIT -, 
PRODUCTS , AUSTRALIA . 

~'OOO Tons) 

I Average i I I I 1949-50 Particulars 11936-37 to \ 1946-47 1947-48 : 1948-49~ (a) , I 

I 1938-39 ; , I , · 
FRESH FRUIT ~EXCLUDING TOMATOES AN]) CITRUS FRUIT) 

Net Change in Stocks (b) I (c)(-)0.3 (b) 

I 
(b) \ (b) 

I · Production (c) 511.0 , 509.6 606·5 485·3 J 501.1 
Total Suppli es 511.0 ; 509.9 606.5 485·3 501.1 

Exports (incl. Shipe' Stores) 116.0 I 23.7 \ 73 0 6 
I 

54.9 74.7 · 
Miscellaneous Uses (d) \ 177.4, 188.8 

I 
104.9 109.6 131.0 

i I i 

I ! I I 

I 308.8 I 
I 

316.8 Australian Consumption 264.0 34/l.1 325.5 I 
I 

.. 
JM1S 

i (b) ( + ) 2 • 3 \ (+) 14 .4 (-)2.0 
, 

Net Change in stocks 
I i -10.4 

I 

I 

38.9 \ 60.4 58.0 
, 

Production 
I 72.5 i 89.7 

Total Supplies 38.9 I 70.2 75·3 62.4 68.4 
Exports (inc1. Ships' Stores) 3.8 I 29.5 ! 26.8 24.1 i 29·3 

I ~.O. 7 I 48.5 
I 

38.7 
I · Australian Consumption I 35.1 i i ! 39.1 I 

DRIED VINE FRUIT 
! (b) (b) i (b) 

, 
(b) I (b) Net Change in Stocks I 

I 

I -
i ! 

i I I I 

Production 80.5 I (8)73.8 ' (f)65.2 ! (g)84.8 (h)64.9 
Total Supplies 80.5 : (e)73.8- (f)65.2 ' (g )84.8 (h)64.9 < 

Exports (inc1. Ships' Stores) 63.0 I (e)51.1 \ (f)39. 8 (g)54. 6 (h)35·5 
I 

(i) 
, 

(8) 3.4 I (f) (g) 4.0 I (h) 3.1 Misoellaneous Uses 1.7 I 5·7 

I 
I 

! I ~n19.7 I 
Australian Consumption I 15.8 ~e)19.3 (gL26.2 I (h)26.3 

DRIED TREE FRUIT 

I 
I 

Net Change in Stocks (c) (-)5.5 (- ) I~r-. 2 ! (-) 5·3 1 (- ) 5·1 I (-) 4.7 
I 

, 
i i , 
, , I I 

Production i 5·3 5.4 i 5·7 I 6.6 i 4.2 
I 

8.9 Total Supplies I 10.8 9.6 i 11.0 11.7 I 

Exports (inol. Ships i Stores) I 1.8 I 1.9 I :'.1 2.3 I 1.8 

I 
I I 

I I I 
I 

Australian Consumption 9.0 I 7.7 ! 8.9 I 9.4 7.1 , 
I 

CANNED FRUIT · 
Net Change in Stocks (c) (b) i (+) 4·5 i (+) 9.0 (-)15.7 I C-) 0.4 

I 
Production 66.6 71.3 I 84.9 84.4 i ' 90.4 I · 

Total Supplies 66.6 66.8 75·9 100.1 I 90.8 
Exports (inc1. Ships' Stores) 34.7 38.7 38.5 53.6 I 50.0 

I ~f6. 5 I Australian Oonsumption 
, 

31.9 28.1 37.4 40.8 ! : I 
(a) Subjeet to revision. (b) Not available. (c) Includes imports. (d) Processing 
and waste. (e) Year 1946. (f) Year 1947. (g) Year 1948. (h) Year 1949. 
(i) Duplication and 'Vaste. 

. 



PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION 
OF 

JAMS: AUSTRALIA 
PRE- WAR AND 1947-48TO 1949-50 

5UPPLIES
NET WITHDRAWALS 
FROM STOCKS 

~ PRODUCTION 

UTILIZATION -
~ NET ADDITIONS 
~TOSTOCKS 

~ EXPORTS 

~ AUSTRALIAN 
~ CONSUMPTION 

~OOOTONS 

100 

1947-48 1948-49 

COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS & STATISTICS 
CANBERRA] A.C r MAY,1951 

1949-50 

'OOOTONS 
100 

80 

60 

40 

20 

o 



'000 TONS 

100 

80 

60 

40 

20 

IX 

PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATIO,N 
OF 

CANNED FRUIT: AUSTRALIA 
PRE -WAR AND 1947-48TO 1949-50 

5UPPLIES- UTILIZATION-

• 
NET WITHDRAWALS ~ NET ADDITIONS 
FROM STOCKS ~ TO STOCKS 

~ PRODUCTION E EXPORTS 

~ AUSTRALIAN 
~ CONSUMPTION 

7QOOTONS 

100 

80 

60 

40 

20 

°AV~E~R~A~G~E~19~3~6~-3~7~~~~~---L~~U---~~~~~ o 
TO 

1938-39 1947-48 1948-49 

COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS & STATISTICS 
CANBERRA, A. C. T MAY, /95/ 

1949-50 



27. 

Details of the supplies of the commodities included in this group 
moving into consumption per head of population are shown in the following table • 

. Supplies of jam from factories for consumption fell from 14.2 lb. per head in 
.-1947-48 to 11.1 lb. per head iri 1948-49 and again to 10.9 lb. in 1949-50, the 

latter figures being below consumption duril~ the years 1936-37 to 1938-39. Fresh 
fruit consumption also declined in 19 A,9-50 compared with the previous year, as did 
the consumption of dried and canned fruit. Consumption of the whole group, expressed 
in terms of fresh fruit per head of population, was 138.8 lb. in 1949-50 compared 
'With 149.3 lb. in the previous year and 131.7 lb. in the pre-war period. 

TABLE XXVI 

~ Fresh Fruit 

SU:OPLIES OF FRUIT (OTHER TEATIT TOMKTOES AND CITRUS FRUIT) AND PRODUCTS 

THEREOF MOVING Hrr.;'O CONSUMPTION - AUSTRALIA 

Commodi ty 

(lb. per head per a.nnum) 

Average, 'I \ I' 

1936-37 to 11946-47 11947-48 
1938-39 

86.1 92.0 100.9 

12.1 1~-.2 

1948-49 

93·5 

11.0 

1949-50 
(a) 

88.1 

Jam 

r ' 
Dried Fruit - Vine 5·2 (b)5.7 (c)5.8 

Tree 2.9 2.3 2.6 2.7 2.0 

1_._ 1 0 ~'L_-+-_L __ 8_ • ..:,./f -+-_1_1_.0_+---=13:;... • ..;:;3_+-_1_1_.4 __ - _ 

I 131.7 ! 135.6 149.0 119.3 138.8 

Canned Fruit 

Total (Fresh Fruit Equivalent) 
I 
I 

,(a) Subject to revision. (b) Yeer 1946. (0) Year 1947. (d) Year 1948. 
(e) Year 1949. 

(xi) Leafy, Green and Yell0w Vegete.b18s -

Data relating to production of ';'-egetc'bles included in t his and the 
following group are obtained from cOll1'Tlel'cial output EiG returned by growers at the 
annual census of farm production, to which h2vEO been a.dded allowances for production 
'by self-suppliers. The vegetables included in these groups d0 not include potatoes, 
which are shown in Section I]. (Vii), Pulse shcYv'ffi in Secti:m !;. (Viii) ')nd Tomatoes, 
~hown in Section 4 (ix). 
, , 

It is emphasised thC=:.t the annual census makes prnvision for growers to 
record their producticm in uni ts in w-hieh they arc n;rmally marketed e.g. potatoes 
~nd other root crops are collected in tJns; e2.bbi:tges, cauliflowers, etc. in dozens, 
whilst others are obtained in such units as bushels, bags, bunches, cases, etc. In 
532Cpressing these items in terms of tnns of 2,240 lb. Care has bElen taken to obtain 
appropriate factors from official sources enp.bling cr,nversion to that unit. Their 
preCision has nl)t been wholly estc=:blisred but it is accepted that Emy mc"rgin of 
error is not sufficient seriously teJ impair their reliability. 

The production of veget2,tles WBS crcnsiderably expanded during the war 
years to provide increased supplies in freshqnd processed form for tho Armed 
Forces. Since the cessation of hostilities in 19"r5, curtailment of production has 
taken place and there has been a do"!m{2"rd trend in consumption. 

Following the end of the ';/ar, produetinn of the canned vegetables included 
Ln groups (xi) and (xii) declined from:~1~200 t-ms in 1945 to 16,600 tons in 1949-5q 
~r;ltervening years being somewhat belo'li the latter figure. Green peas comprise the 
Jrincipal portion of vegetables now being canned. ' 
• 
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Particulars relating to the producti cn cmd utili zati on of leafy, green 
and yellow vegetables in the fresh e"nd canned form 2.re shown in the following table. 

TABLE XXVII : PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF LEAFY, GREEN AND YELLOW 
VEGETABLES g AUSTR.ALIA 

('000 Tons) 

Particulars 
Average I '\' i \ 1949-50 

1936-37 to \ 1946-47 1947-48 i 1948-49 I (a) 
1938-39 I • 

FRESH 

Net Change in Stocks (b) 
I 

(b) 
I (b) (b) (b) i i 

I 
\ 

I 
Production (b) 215·7 194.6 203.3 194.2 

Total Supplies (b) I 215.7 19~," 6 203.3 194.2 
Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) (b) 5·8 4.4 3.1 3.8 

I 

Miscellaneous Uses (c) (b) 30.7 27.7 24.6 25.7 

A ustr Ii n Consum tion a a p (b) I 179.2 , i ! 164.7 

CANNED 

Net Change in Stocks (b) I (-)4.0 (+)2.0 I (-)2.8 I (-)0.3 
i 

i (b) 
! I Production 13.2 12.2 9.7 10.9 

Total Supplies (b) 17.2 10.2 12·5 I 11. 2 

Exports (incl. Ships t Stores) (b) 7.2 2.6 3.6 2.2 

Australian Consumption (b) \ 10.0 I 7.6 8.9 I 9.0 I I 

(a) Subject to revision. (b) Not available. (c) For canning, dehydration and wC'$te 

In the next table deteils are sh:"JVJn of the consumption per head of the 
i terns included in this group. Cr'nsumption of the gr~up as a whole hc~s declined 
somewhat since 1943, the drop being spread evenly over all items included. 

Cabbage and 

Lettuce 

Carrots 

TABLE XXVIII : SUPPLIES OF LEAFY, GREE~T AND YELLO'! VEGETABLES 

MOVING INT 0 C Ol\TSUM?TI ON ~ J,USTRALIA 
(lb. per head per annum) 

Avere..ge iii 
Commodity 1936-37 to I 19/~6-4711947-48 i 1948-49 

1938-39 I I 

Greens (b)25.9 
: 

28.4 I 22·5 23.3 

I I 

(b) 7.9 3.9 

I 

4.3 4.5 

(b)10.8 10.8 8.7 10.3 

Fresh Legumes (b) 2!·. 5 10.3 12.2 12.4 

Canned - J,.O 2.2 2.5 

Total (b)69.1 i 56.4 
! 

49.9 53.0 

1949-50 
(a) 

22.5 

3.7 

8.1 

11.6 

2.5 

48.4 

(a) Subjeet to revision. (b) These figures relate to 19,B. In the absence of data 
for the pre-war period, consumption is assumed to be the same as in 1943, for the 
.purpose of nutrient calculations. 

, I 

• 
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1 , 
(xii) Other Vegetables 

.-., The veget·ables included in .this group 2.re listed in the appropriate 
fable shown in Part 6. They exclude those specified in group (xi) - leafy? green 
t6nd yellow vegetables - and also exclude potatoes, ·vvhite and sweet (see group 
i(vii)), pulse (see group (viii»).e.nd t')m2toes (see group (ix)). 

I ., "". 

t 
The comments included above- in respect of group· (xi) apply also to thi s 

group of vegetebles •. The releve.nt details relating to production, utilization and 
consumption per head are shown i·n the two tables follo'illing. Consumption per head of 
this group in total has increased since 19L~3, although the figure for 1949-50 is 
9 Ibs per head less than that for the previous year. 

TABLE XXIX : PRODUCTION AND UTILIZ1,TION OF "O'IHER VEG:CTABLES" (a) 

AUSTRLLIA 
('000 tons) 

Particulars 
, Average I I I 1949-50 l 1936-37 to I 1946-47 19n-48 I 1948-49 (b) 

.. _____________ ,~.::..19'""3:.:::.8.....;-3;::..::9:..._......:j ___ ___l., ___ .....:, ___ ...:.., ___ _ 

FRESH 
~---------------------------------~---~===-~---------~--------~-----~---------

(d)(-)O.l \ (c) (c) I Net Change in Stocks 

Production 

Total Supplies 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 

Uiscellaneous Uses (8) 

Australian Consumption 

~ Net Change in Stocks 

Production 

I~ Total Supplies 

! 
Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 

'\ 
\ Australian Consumption 

(c) 

(cJ 
(cJ 
(c) 

(c ) 

(c) 

CANNED 

294.6 306.2 
294.7 306.2 

10.2 

15.9 

268 • t I 255.3 

307.1 
307.1 

13.7 

14.8 

278.6 

(c) 

278.0 
278.0 

7.6 

14.8 

255·6 

i (c) I (-)1.0 I (+)0.4 (-)0.5' (+)0.1 

i __ ~(_c~) __ -+I __ ~2~._6~1~ __ 1_.2~ ____ ~5.~3+-__ ~5~.~7 
(c) I 3.6 1.5 5.8 5.6 

I i (c) I 0.7 I 0.4 0·5 0.6 

2.9! 1.l!, 5.31 5.0 (c) ! _ ~ ___ ~_~ __ ~~_ 

(a) Vegetables other than leafy? green and yellow vegetables, potatoes (white and 

m 
(e) 

sweet) pulse and tomatoes. 
Subject to revision. 
Not available. 
Imports of onions 
Canning and dehydration and waste. 
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TABLE XXX SUPPLIES OF "STEER V:8GET/,.BLES" MOVING BTTO CONSUMPTION 

AUSTR"~LIA 

(lb. per heed per annuin) 

" I I 

Averege ,I i I 
Commodity 193 6-37 t 0 I 1946-47\ 1947-/f8 1948-49 I 1949-50 

1938-39 I 
Other Fresh Vegetables ("0)58.9 80.1 I 74·9 80.0 

I 
71.1 , 

Other I I I 
Canned Vegdables , - 0.9 0.3 1.5 ! 1.4 I I 

Total 
! 

("0)58.9 ! 81.0 I 81. 5 I ., 15.2 12·5 i j ! I 
.-~. 

(a) Subj ect to reVl Sl on. ("0 ) This figure relates to 1943. In the absence of de~ta 
for the prewar period, consumption is assumed to be the same as in 19L'r3, for the 
purpose of nutrient calculations. 

000 (Xlll) Graln Products 

The harvests for grain of wheat; oats and barley in the 1941-48 
season exceeded those of any previous season. The production of these crops, in 
1949-50, although below the 1941-48 records, was considerably grer".ter th1~ul the' 
average production during 'the five years ended 1938-39. Maize and rice production 
has remained fairly steady in recent years, production during 1919-50 bGing, 
however, somewhat higher than in previous years. The 1950-51 wheat crop is at 
present estimated at approximately 183 million bustels, this being considerably 
below the abundant harvests. of t.hethree preceding years. 

Details of the production of the principal cereals for grain during 
each of the year's 19/"'5-46 to 1949-50 in comperison with average production during 
the five years enl....3d 1938-39 aroe shown bela'll. 

TABLE XXXI: PRODUCTION OF CEREALS FOR GRAINS LUSTRLLIA 

Crop 

Barley - 2 Row 

6 Row 

Maize 

Oats 

Rice 

Wheat 

I 

( '000 Bushels) 

Average, 
Five years 

ended 
1938-39 

8,459 

1,293 

7,338 

11,002 

2,274 

154,325 

I I 
11946-1,7 
I 

1947-48 l19~8-49 

10,558 18,931 

1,038 1,9:::'9 

5,808· 6,168 

15,566 

15,929 

f,855 

5,188 

23,601 

i 2,978 I 2,676 2,739 

1117,262 1220 9 116 ,190,103 
(a) Subject to revisLm 

1949-50 
(a) 

11,568 

1,975 

6,313 

21,421 

3,783 

218,221 

Details of the production and utilization of wheat are given in cereal 
years in the following table for the three yep.~s ended 1938-39 and each year 
1946-47 to 1950-51. 

r 
) 

{ 

i 

I 

.. 

~ 

J 

. I 
I 
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TABLE XXXII PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION 0lJ' "lHEAT AUSTRALIA 
(Million -bushels) 

,k 

Avere.ge, Ye2..r ended 30th November 

Particulars Three years 
1947 \ 1948 ended 30th 1949 1950 (d) 1951 (e) 

November 1939 
Opening Stocks (incl. flour 
as wheat) (a) 10.4 20.2 13·5 26.4 19.1 43.9 

Production 164.7 117.3 1 220.1 190.7 218.2 183.4 
Total available s1,-ppli es 175·1 137.5 233.6 217.1 237.3 227.3 -, 

Exports - i~Theat 75·0 12.0 87.0 82.4 83.3 ) 
) 128.1 

Flour as Wheat 31.8 34.0 44.6 37.1 31.8 ) 

Local Consumption - Flour as 
wheat 30.9 33·5 33.6 34.5 35· 5 36.0 

Stock 
~ Feed 8.2 22.2 20.7 22.6 23·5 23.8 

Seed 14.6 13.8 12·5 12.2 11.9 12.0 

Breakfast Foods and Other 
Uses (b) 4.2 4.2 4.2 3.0 2,,9 

Balance retained on ferms 
( excl. Seed) (c) 4.3 4.6 5·0 4.4 4.5 

Closing Stocks (inc l. flour 
as wheat) (a) 14.6 13·5 2~.4 19.1 43.9 20.0 

Total Dispbsals and Stocks 175.1 137.5 233.6 217.1 I 237.3 227.3 
-

(a) Average of opening or closing stocks for each of the three years. (b) Included 
> with flour. (c) Included with stock feed. (d) Subject to revision. (e) Estimated. 

Details of the production and utilization of the principal products 
from wheat and other cereals are shO'fm in the follO'.'ling table. 

The production of flour (including wheatmeal for baking) in 1949-50 
totalled 1,338,500 long tons, this being 155,700 long tons (or 10.4 per cent) less 
than the record of 1,494,200 long tons established in 1948-49 but 189,500 long tons 
or 16.5 per cent greater than in the three immedi1de pre-war years. Flour exports in 
1948-49 at 699,000 long tons exceeded average exports during the years 1936-37 to 
1938-39 by 124,000 long tons; or 21.6 per cent. Local consumption rose from 574,000 
long tons pre-war to 680~200 long tons in 1947-48, 709,300 long tons in 1948-49 and 
714, 70Q lon~ tons in 1949-50. 

Production of milled rice has remained fairly steady at a 1ev81 
slightly above th2..t of the pre-war period. By restricting local consumption (3,800 
tons in 1949-50) to the requirements of essential consumers, mainly Asiatics and 
those in hospitals, large Quantities have been exported. Exports during 1949-50 
totalled 29,900 tons, compared with the average of 14,300 tons for the three years 
e,nded 1938-39. 

The production of oatmeal (including r0l1ed or crushed oats) reached 
the record level of 3,1,000 tons in 1947-48. Output during ths two subsequent years 
was considerable lower, standing at 21,000 tons in 1919-50 •• This exceeded the pre
wal average however, bv 3,800 tons or 22.1 per cent. Exports increased from 1,900 
tons pre-war to 8,400 tons in 19!J.9-50 'Nhile consumption declined from 15,300 tons 
to 12,300 tons. 
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The output of wheaten breakfast foods rose during the war years to 
a peak of 36,100 tons during 1945. This increase resulted mainly from the expansion 
in output of wheatms2cl for porridge as a substitute f'Jr oatmeal f:Jr the Armed 
Services and subsequent curtailment in wheatmeal production h8.s ca.used a reduction 
in output of all wheaten breakfast foods which am')unted to 21 1 000 t:ms in 1949-50. 
Consumption of the group at 20,400 tons in 19l,9-50 vvas, however, much ab·we the 
pre-war figure of 12,500 tons. 

TABLE XXXIII PRODUCTION MTD .UTILIZATION OF GRAIN PRODUCTS AUS'I'RLLIA 
('000 Tons of 2,240 lb.) 

Particulars \
' ·19A3v6_e3r78.gteo II I 1946-4711947-48 
I 1938-39 i 

.. -FLOUR (INC LUDDrG 'VHEi .. TMEAL WOH BAKING) 

Net Change in Stocks (c) (b) (-)0.3! (+)41.2 (+)16.8 

Production 1,149.0 1,369.4 1,426.9 1,494.2 
Total Supplies 1,149.0 1,369.7 1,385.7 1,477.4 

Exports (inc1. Ships' St.ores) 575.0 689.9 705.5 I 768.1 

679.81 680.2 
I Australian Consumption 574.0 ! 709.3 

RICE (MILLED) 

Net Change in Stocks (c) (b) (+)0.5 (+)1.0 (+)0.1 

Production 28.1 29.6 33.4 33.6 
Total Suppli es 28.1 29.1 32.4 33·5 

Exports (inc1. Ships' Stores) 14.3 25·9 29.6 29.3 

Miscellaneous Uses 1.6 

Australian consumption 12.2 3·2 2.8 4.2 

BREAKFAST FOODS FROM OATS ~OATMEAL AND ROLLED OATS) 

Net Change in Stocks (c) 

I 
(b) (-)0.1 (-)0.1 -

Production 17.2 24.8 34.0 22.3 

Total Suppli es 17.2 24·9 34.1 22.3 
Exports 1.9 12.4 17.2 11.0 

Australian Consumption 15·3 12·5. 16.9 11.3 

'- " -... -, BREAKFAST FOODS FRO~v~ WHEAT (INCLUDING'-HEAT~JfE!l.L "'OH PORRIDGE) 

Net· Change in Stocks (b) (+)0.1 (-)0.1 I (-)0.11 
I 

Production 12.5 22.0 19.1 20.1 

Total Supplies 12.5 21. 9 19.2 20.2 

Exports - 0.2 0.2 0.2 

Australian Consumption , 12·5 21. 7 19.0 20.0 I 

(a) Subject to revision. (b) Not available. (c) Includes imports. 

1949-50 
(a) 

(-)75.2 

1,338.5 

1,413.7 

699.0 

714.7 

(+)1.4 

35·1 
33.7 
29.9 

3.8 

(+)0.3 

21.0 

20.7 

8.4 

12.3 

(+)0.4 

21.0 

20.6 

0.2 

20.4 
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The next table shows details of the supplies of grain products 
entering consumption per head of' population. Total consumption per head of the 
group in 1949-50 was 212.5 lb., compared wi th 216.'9 lb. in 1948-49 and 203-3 lb., 

'pre-war. Si,nce the pre~war period there has been a decline in the consumption of 
oatmeal which has been more than offset by increased consumption of breakfast foods 
from wheat, mainly prepared foods. Flour consumption at 198.9 lb. per head in 
1949~~O exceeded average pre-war consumption by 11.8 lb. or 6.3 per cent. 

, The importation of sago and tapioca, which ceased during the war 
years, was resumed in 1946-47.Conslitnption per head during 1949-50 was O.8Ib. 
compared with 1.2 lb. pre-war. 

~ TABLE XXXIV : SUPPLIES OF GRAIN PRODUCTS MOVING INTO CONSUMPTION g AUSTRALIA 
(lb. per head per annum) 

"- Commodity 
Average I 

1936-37 to I 1946-47 1947-48 I 1948-49 
1949-50 

1938-39 i 
(a) 

Flour 187.1 ! 202·5 f 199.4 20).7 198.9 
I j 

vRic e (mill ed) 4.0 I 1.0 I 0.8 
I 

1.2 
I 

1.1 , 

Breakfast Foods - I 

L From Oats (Oatmeal and Rolled 
Oats) 5·0 3.7 4.9 3.3 3.4 

From l1Vb.eat (including Wheatmeal I 

and Rolled ,Wheat) 4.0 6.5 I 5.6 I 5·7 5·7 I 

'. I 

From Maize and Rice Not available for Publioation 

Pearl Barley I 0.7 
I 0.4 I 0.4 

I 
0.7 1.0 i 

~ 

I 

Barley Meal and Polished Wheat I 
(Rice substitute) - i 0.4 0.5 I 0·5 0.3 

~ 

I Edible StarGh (Cornflour) (b) 1.4 1.3 1.5 1.5 1.6 
I 

0·5 0.6 0.8 Tapiooa and Sago 1.2 I 1.0 
y 

I I Total 203.7 I 216.6 214.1 216.9 212·5 I , I 
'. 

(a) Subj eot to revision. (b) Of maize origin. 

(xiv) Beverages 

The items included in this group comprise tea, ooffee, beer and wine. 
Particulars of the production and utilization 'of beer and wine are shown in the 

, following table. 

The production of beer in 1919-50 ',';as a record at 156.0 million 
gallons, and exceeded the average output for the three years ended 1938-39 by 
72.5 million gailons or 86.9 per cent. As the quantity of beer exported is small, 

• most of this increase was consumed in Australia. 

Wine production has also increased greatly, the output of beverage 
wine (fortified and unfortified) in 1949-50, being 14.7 million gallons compared 

"'wi th average production of 8.4 million gallons during the years 1936-37 to 1938-39. 
Exports have declined and although there has been a considerable increase in stocks 
of fortified wine in bond during the past four years, local consumption of wine 

,has risen from 4.2 million gallons pre-war to 12.2 million gallons in 1949-50. 
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TABLE XXXV . PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF :SEER AND 1'nNE 0 AUSTR_';'LIA . 0 

( '000 Gallons) 

I I 
I 

Average ! 
1949-50 I I Particulars 1936-37 to! 1946-47 I 1947-48 I 1948-49 ! (a) 

I 1938-39 i I. i 
I i I 

BEER 

I 
I -

Net Change in Stocks \ 
(b) 1 (b) (b) I (b) I (b) 

Production 83,468 127,885 126,728 1146,0471156,010 

Imports 124 24 126 522 I 1,014 
Total Suppli es 83,592 127,909 126,854 M6,569 157,024 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 550 1,(;29 554 574 
I 

453 i 

Miscellaneous uses (c) 5,114 7,342, 8,093 I 6,635 9,827 

119,538 1118,207 Consumption in Australia 77,928 I 
1 146,744 I , i 139,360 

WINE 

---------------------------------------~--------~------~------~---- .. --------------
I,' (+) 328 (+)2,216 (+)1,534 (+)1,911 1(+)1,434 Net Change in Stocks (d) 

Production (e) 8,442 13,136 1~,679 14,586 14,700 

Imports }t2 3 19 ·~4 27 

Total Supplies 8,156 10,9231 13,164 12,719 13,293 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 3,911 2,726 \ 2,6971 1,895 1,128 

! I Consumption in Australia I 4,245 8,197 10,467 10,824 12,165 
(a) Subject to reV1Slon. (b) Not available. See footnote (c). (c) Balance figurej 
includes beer waste qnd allowance for net change in beer stocks. (d) Movement in 
stocks of Australian fortifi ed wine in Bond. (e) Producti on of bevere.ge wine. 

Details of the consumption per h8ad of 82ch commodity include in the 
group are shown in the following te.bl e. 

Data covering the consumption of tea and coffee (up to the year 1946-47) 
are based on civilian sales of imported supplies, as recorded by the Tea Control 
Board. In the case of coffee, control of supplies by the Tea Control -Soard ceased in 
October, 1947, and the consumption figures for later periods have been based on 
imports of coffee cleared during the year. The dete.ils in the table disclose that 
consumption per head of tea Vias 6.8 lb. in 1949-50 compc:.red '\'i th 6.3 lb. in 1948-49 
and 6.9 lb. pre-war, while that of coffee was 1.0 lb. in 19 1 9-50 0.9 lb. in 1948-!t9 
and 0.6 lb. pre-war. 

The figures for beer consumption represent quantities on which excise 
duty was paid, to which has been added the small Que.nti ties imported. Consumption 
of beer per head was 18.2 gallons (182.3 lb.) in 19~9-50, compared with 17.9 
gallons (178.7 lb.) in 1948-49 and 11.3 gallons (113.~ lb.) during the three years 
ended 1938-39. 

Wine consumption ree.ched its highest level in Australia during 1949-50 
at 1.5 gallons (15.6 lb.) per head. This compares with 1.4 gallons (14.3 lb.) in 
1948-49 and average consumption of 0.6 gallons (6.4 lb.) during the years 1936-37 
to 1938-39. 

\ 

J. 

. 

• 

~ 
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Tea 

TABLE XXXVI g SUPPLIES OF TEA, COFFEE, BEER :~ND 'nNE MOVING INTO 

CONSUMPTION ~ LUSTRALI.b. 
(lb. per head per annum) 

I Average ! 
Commodity \ 1936-37 to 19/',6-47 1947-48 11948-49 

1938-39 

6.9 6.7 6.4 6.3 

35· 

I 
11949-50 

6.8 , 

Coffee 0.6 1.1 1.0 0.9 1.0 

" 
Beer - Actual in gallons (11. 3) (15.9) (15.5) (17.9) (18.2) 

Estimated wt. in lb. (b) 113.4 159.0 154.7 178.7 182.3 

Wine - Actual in gallons (0.6) (1.1 ) (1.4 ) (1.4 ) (1. 5) 

Estimated' wt. in lb. ( c) 6.4 11. 2 14.1 14.3 15·6 

~a) Subj ect to revi si ,jn. (b) Estimated wei,sht of a gallon of Beer 0 10 lb. . 
c) Estimated weight of a gallon of wine . 10.3 lb. . 

5. RATIONING OF FOODSTUFFS 

War conditions necessitated civilian rstioning of certain f,~.odstuffs 
L in Australia. The supply to the Uni ted Kingdom and the Australian and Alli ed 

Services of maximum quanti ties of foodstuffs necessi teted the rationing of sugcor, 
butter and meat, while reduction in imports c:Jnsequent up')n enemy occupation of 
Java neceEsi tated the rationing of tea. In addi tion, other commodities, including 
bacon and ham, eggs, milk, etc., although not included in the ration scale, were 

'subjected to a measure of control and were availa.ble for civilian consumption only 
after other priorities had been met. Cream was also controlled and the supplies 
were diverted for the manufacture of butter except in the Case of hospit21s and 
certain other medical cases. However, the restrictions on the sale of cream were 
lifted from 11th November, 1946, but Viere roimposed on 1st September, 1947. The 
restrictions were again lifted,from 24th May, 1950. 

From August, 1942, all supplies of rice were diverted from civilian 
consumption except in the cases of resident Asiatics and other priorities including 
invalids and hospital pati ents. Hov/ever, it W2,S released for free sale in Australia 

• on 3rd Ootober, 1950. The production of beer was controlled bet1veen March, 1942 
and Mareh, 1946; this limited output for civilian supplies to an average of about 
86 million gallons annually. 

The ra.tioning of sugar ceased on 2nd July, 1947 and of meat on 21st 
, June, 1948. Rationing of the remaining two commodities, butter ~nd tea was 

terminated on 16th June, 1950 and 2nd July, 1950 respectively. 

Details of the ration rates and operative dates in respect of the 
several commodi ties subjected to consumer rE.tioning were shown in Report No.4 
and in earlier Reports. 
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6. STATISTICAL T"f1ABLES SEO":ING ESTDt':T'ED 8U"DPLIES 

Al\1J) UTILIZLTION OF FOODSTUFFS, YEAR 1949-50. 

The data given in the previous pages of this Report for the year 1949-50 
are based upon the statistics shown in the following table which gives for each 
item included in the fourteen groups covered, the supply p'o~ition in Australia and 
a detailed analysis of distrib'ution, movement in stocks ('md the quanti ty consumed 
for the year ended June, 1950. In cases where production is of a seasonal nature 
e.g. tomatoes, citrus ~nd othe~ fresh fruit and vegetables including potatoes, it 
is not possible strictly to relate production and distribution of fiscal or 
cale~dar years. It has been necessary therefore to apply details appropriate to 
the seasonal period covered by the years specified. 

It will be noted ths.t particulars in respect of glucose and breakfast 
foods from maize and rice are not availe"ble for publication. The concealment of 
these data is necessary in order to avoid the release of informc-:tion ,{\Thich must 
be regarded as confidential. Allowances have been made for the nutrient value of 
these commodities in the a.pproprip.te nutrient tables. 

"vith the exception of fluid whole milk, beer and wine, particuleors of 
which are show'n in gallons, all other COITl'Ilodi ties are recorded in uni ts of tons 
of 2,240 lb. In those Cases where this unit is not appropri2te the consumption 
per head ha.s been expressed in terms of common usage (e.g. fresh milk ~s shown in 
gallons as a footnote to the table.) 

The data included in the following table in respect of the year 1949-50 
are generally subject to revision. 
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