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I, lNTRODUCTI ON 

This report, tho second of its kind issued from this Dureau, contains 
a comprehensive review of food production and tho consunption of foodstuffs and 
nutrients in Australia in the year 1947 together with comparative data for the 
prc""War period (1936"'37 to 1930-39), for each of the calendar yenrs 1945 and 
1946 and the year ended 30th June, 1947. Similnr reports will follow at six" 
monthly intervals, 

The purpose of this report is to provide a stntistical survey of 
(i) the production of foodstuffs; (ii) the quantities exported overseas; 
(iii) the quantities put to industrial or other non-food uses; and to enable 
estimates to be mcde, aftor allovvc.nce for changes in stocks and imports, of the 
quantities availo.blo for human consumption in Australia. 

Vfhile tho sto.tistics relating to foodstuffs presented in this report 
can be generally accepted 11S reasonably accur(1.te, there are some deficiencies 
to which attention should be directed. These concern chiofly the quantities 
of poultry, game and fish (fresh and shell) and the quantitios of visible oils 
and other fats entering consumption. In addition, little information is avail
able as to the quantities of vegetables, fruit, eggs, etc., which householders 
produce for their own requirements, and tho extent of vInsto.ge occurring in the 
marketing of foodstuffs, In 0.11 these casas, careful estimates hrve been 
compiled from the best available data, and the qoontitios shorm as ttentering 
consumption in Australia" have been adjusted as far as possible to allow for 
these circumstances, other difficulties occur in the compilation of statistics 
of consumption, and for these no allowance has been mado. They include (i) the 
consumption by the Services during tho war years of some minor commodities; 

Iii) the absence of particulars of stock movements in a limited number of cases; 
iii) the disposal of surplus Army stores after tho closo of tho war and 
iv) the quantity of foodstuffs purchased on the civilian market and sent 

overseas in bulk and by pv.rcel post. These deficiencies, hovlever, do not 
seriously impair the accuracy of the results. 

The details of consumption per head included in the tables have been 
checked with data from other sources wherever possible. These were obtt:dned 
principally from the Food Consumption Survey conducted in 1944 by the Nutrition 
Committee of the National Health and Medical Research Council. Such comparisons 
as are possible confirm the reliability of the method used in this report, 

Section 3 of the report, which deals with the level of nutrient intake 
in Australia, has been compiled under the direction of Dr. F. W. Clements, 
Chairman of the Nutrition Committee, end the st~tistical tables included therein 
are based on the quantities consumed as calculated by this Bureau. 

I am indebted to Dr. Clemonts, whose contribution has made it possible 
to amplify the report by the inclusion of section 3; and to Mr. J. C. Stephen, 
officer-in-charge of the Production Section of this Bureau, and Mr. R. G. lfnlker, 
for the compilation of tho other sections of the Report. 

S. R. Carv~r 

QOMMQNUEALTH BUREAU OF CEN...§Y.§ AND STATISTICS • 

.Q.l.NPERM • 23RD SEPTEMBER, 1948. 



2. GENERLL REVIEH OF FOOD PRODUCTION, DISTRIDllION 
J.ND .CCNSUMPrION IN 1l.USTRALIA 

.2. 

Drought conditions experienced in New South nales [end Queensland 
during 1946 were relieved by wide-spread rains in February, 1947. In the other 
Stctes useful rains in March were followed by further falls during succeeding 
months. As a result seasonal conditions throughout tho whole of the agricultural 
areas of the Commonwealth during 1947 were most favourable and the output of 
rural products was generally at a higher level than in the previous year. Move
ment in the qunntity output of the principal items of foodstuffs during 1947 
was as follows:-

Milk. Production of milk for all purposes totalled 1,129 million gallons. 
This represents nn increase of 53 million gallons or 4.9 per cent on the 
production of 1946. The pre~1ar average was 1,142 million gallons. 

~tter. Production of butter in 1947 rose by 10,000 tons, or 6.8 por 
cent., to 156,noo tons, The outputwns 34,200 tons, or 17.9 per cent., 
below the pre-war average. 

Meat. The totnl production of meat (bone-in-weigbt) 'wus 892,200 tons 
compared with 865,900 tons in 1946. It is however 90,000 tons or 9JL per 
cent. below the average recorded for the three pro-war years ended 1938-39. 

Sugar, The production of raw sugar increased from 535,900 tons in 1946 
to 576,800 tons in 1947. This represents an increase of 40,900 tons, or 
7,6 per cent, but is 202,500 tons or 26,0 per cent. below the nver£lge for 
the three pre-war years ended 1938-39. 

Cereals. The harvest of wheat, oats o.nd maize in tho season 1946-47 was 
below average due to the severe drought conditions experienced in New 
South Wo.les and Queenslnnd. The output of barley and rice, however, wus 
slightly in excess of average. 

~her Products. There was practically no change in the production of 
cheese nnd eggs, Due principally to the decline in the area planted a 
reduced output of potatoes was recorded. The production of fruit and 
vegetnbles also declined, except in the case of citrus fruit and 
tomatoes which increased. 

The following summarises the movement in the volume of exports 
(including exports as ships' stores) of the principal foodstuffs during 1947 
in comparison with the previous yonr and the average for the three years ended 
1938-39:-

Butter and other Milk Products. Butter exports at 70,300 tons exceeded 
the figure for the previous year by 5,200 tons or 8.0 per cent. but were 
21.9 per cent. below the pre-war level. 

However, the decline in butter exports WD.S partly offset by increased 
exports of cheese and preserved milk products and exports of all milk pro
ducts expressed in terms of milk equivalent totalled 4l2 .. 9 million gallons 
in 1"947 representing a decrease of 9.0 per cent. on the pre-wnr figure of 
453..6 million gallons. 

~, Although the quantit¥ Of carcass meat exported in 1947 at 
185,600 tons (bone-in-weight) exceeded the figure for the previous year, 
it was 37,900 tons or 17.0 per cent, below the pre-war average, However, 
there has been a mcrked increase in the export of canned meat and as a 
result exports of total meat expressed in carcass weight equivalent in 
1947, viz, 257,700 tons exceeded the pre~var figure of 232,400 tons by 
10.9 per cent, 



• J • 

~~. Exports of sugar (raw and refined) in 1947 amounted to 52,400 
tons compared with 147,500 tons in 1946 and 425,700 tons during the 
pre1'nr period. The estimated sugar content of manufactured products 
exported rose from 8,400 tons pre-war to 38,900 tons in 1947. 

\'"hoat and FloW. Exports of wheat and flour as wheat during the cereal 
year ended 30th November, 1947 amounted to 46.0 million bushels (12.0 

. million bushels of wheat and 34.0 million bushels of flour e.s wheat) 
compared with 56.1 million bushels in the cereal year 1946 (19.4 million 
bushels of vlheat and 36.7 million bushels of flour as 'wheat) and the 
average of 106.8 million bushels (75.0 million bushels of wheat and 
31.8 million bushels of flour as vlheat) during the three pre-war years 
ended 1938-39 • 

.Qthe~ducts. . Exports of pota toe s, 
jam, canned fruit and milled rice exceeded both the figures for the 
previous year and the pre-war period. Exports of eggs and egg products 
showed little change from the previous year but considerably exceeded 
the pre~var level. Citrus and other fresh fruit (excluding tomatoes) 
and dried vine fruit exports declined from the previous year and were 
76.1 per cent. and 36.8 per cent. below the pre~1ar levels respectively. 

Detpils of the consumption of foodstuffs and beverages expressed 
in pounds per head per annum are shovm in fourteen commodity groups in the 
following table for the years specified. The principal changes in quantity 
consumption per head of the respective commodity groups since the previous 
year were increases in the consumption of sugar and syrups, potatoes and 
sweet potatoes, pulse and nuts, tOIlJr.'ctoosr and citrus fruit and beverages and 
decreased conSumption of fruit and fruit products (other than citrus fruit 
and tomatoes) and vegatables. 

The quantities of foodstuffs entering civilian consumption as shown 
in the vnricus tables throughout this report are over-stated by the inclus
ion of food which has been exported in the form of individual gifts forvmrded 
by parcel post to the United Kingdom and elsewhere overseas. The total 
quantities involved are estimated to h2.ve been about 2,200 tons in 1945, 
8,500 tons in 1946 and 10,800 tons in 1947, the principal items comprising 
canned meat, dripping and lard, jam, dried fruit, preserved milk, cheese and 
canned fruit, 

Overstatement in the figures relating to civilian consumption 
also arises from the absence of data respecting individual food commodities 
exported overseas as bulk gifts by the Red Cross and other orgnnizations. 
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In order to deternine whether the quantity of the various food-

stuffs passing into civilian consunlption is sufficient for adequate nutrition, 

it is necessary to convert foodstuffs into nutrients, The buses for the com

putation was the table of nutrient convorsion factors published in the Report 

to the Parliament of tho Conmon-wealth of Australic. for the Food Consumption 

Levels in Australia and tho United Kingdom, (Government Printer, Canberra,1945). 

The nutritive values of the food passing into civilian consumption during the 

year 1947 are shovm in table II follorring, vlith comparisons with previous years 

and with other countries in Tables III and IV, The figures given for Australian 

consumption in these tables are in some inst~nces different from those shown 

in the same tables in the previous issue of this Report (Report No, 1 - year 

1946-47), The basis of calculation has been brought up to date for this year1s 

calculations and the figures for previous years have been similarly amended, 

No attempt has been made to compare Australian figures vnth any set 

of requirements for the comnunity. A 'numbor of standards of recommended dietary 

allowances has been developed, the one most commonly used being that derived by 

the National Research Council of America, The principal objection to making 

any such comparison at this stage is that requirements for certain of the 

nutrients, particularly vitamin A, riboflavin and niacin are not stable and a 

great deal of work has yet to be done on the human requirements for these 

nutrients. To make comparison nt this stage of our knoi7ledge may introduce 

inaccurac ie s, 

Reviewed briefly, the intake of nutrients as revealed by this stat

istical analysis shows that the nutritive value of the average quantity of food 

per capita per day moving into civilian consumption, supplies a reasonable level 

of nutrients, with the possible exception of calcium, As milk is the principal 

source of calcium the indications are that the milk consumption in Australia 

could be increased i7ith benefit to the health and nutrition of the population. 

The figures in Table III disclose that there has tot been any 

significant change in the intake of any nutrient in 1947 in comparison with 

previous years, 



! 

~
-
-

'" 
TJ

J3
LE

 
II

 
: 

ES
TI

M
,i)

,T
ED

 
SU

PP
L

IE
S 

OF
 

N
U

TR
IE

N
TS

 M
OV

IN
G 

IN
TO

 
C

IV
IL

Il
,N

 
CO

N
SU

M
PT

IO
N

 
A

U
ST

R
A

LI
A

 
19

47
 

(S
u

b
je

ct
 t

o
 r

~
v
i
s
i
o
n
.
)
 

(P
E

R
 

H
E

lJ
) 

PE
R

 
DI

1. Y
) 

C
om

m
od

ity
 G

ro
up

 
C

al
o

ri
es

 
P

ro
te

in
 

F
at

 
C

ar
bo

-
C

al
ci

u
m

 
Ir

o
n

 
V

it
am

in
 

A
sc

o
rb

ic
 

T
hi

am
in

 
h

y
d

ra
te

 
A

 
A

ci
d 

gm
. 

gm
. 

i 
gm

. 
m

gm
. 

m
gm

. 
I.

U
. 

m
gm

. 
m

gm
. 

M
il

k 
an

d 
h

il
k

 P
ro

d 
u

ct
 s 

(e
x

cl
u

d
in

g
 b

u
tt

e
r)

 
31

8.
1 

15
.9

 
19

.2
 

21
.8

 
56

8.
6 

0.
50

 
93

8 
5.

7 
0.

18
8 

M
ea

ts
 

in
c
lu

d
in

g
 c

u
re

d
, 

ca
nn

ed
 a

nd
 

e
d

ib
le

 
o

ff
a
l 

(c
a
rc

a
ss

 w
ei

g
h

t)
 

53
6.

3 
29

.6
 

46
.3

 
0.

2 
20

·3
 

6.
20

 
73

9 
-

0.
32

6 
P
o
~
l
t
r
y
,
 

G
am

e 
an

d 
F

is
h

 
(e

d
ib

le
 w

ei
g

h
t)

 
31

.0
 

4.
8 

1-
3 

-
5

.5
 

0.
57

 
7 

-
0.

02
2 

E
gg

s 
an

d 
E

gg
 

p
ro

d
u

ct
s 

(f
re

sh
 

I 
I 

eq
u

iv
cl

en
t)

 
48

.6
 

1 
3.

9 
3.

6 
I 

0·
3 

18
.5

 
0.

90
 

31
0 

-
0.

05
0 

O
il

s 
an

d 
F

a
ts

 
in

c
lu

d
in

g
 b

u
tt

e
r 

I 
I 

I 

38
.8

 I 
(f

a
t 

co
n

te
n

t)
 

35
0.

1 
I 

0.
2 

" 
5

.0
 

0.
06

 
1,

33
2 

I 
'§'

 
-

-
S

u
g

ar
 a

nd
 

S
yr

up
 

(s
u

g
ar

 
co

n
te

n
t)

 
61

9.
6 

-
-I

 1
54

.7
 

3
·2

 
0.

07
 

-
-

-
I 

P
o

ta
to

es
 

an
d 

S
w

ee
t 

P
o

ta
to

es
 

11
5.

6 
I 

3.
0 

-
! 

25
.8

 
12

.5
 

1.
06

 
-

30
.4

 
0.

17
9 

, 
P

u
ls

e 
an

d 
N

ut
s 

(e
d

ib
le

 w
ei

g
h

t)
 

68
.8

 
i 

2.
8 

5
.1

 
: 

2.
8 

7·
3 

0.
79

 
1 

-
0.

05
9 

T
om

at
oe

s 
an

d 
C

it
ru

s 
fr

u
it

 
(f

re
sh

 
I 

-\
 

I 

16
.5

 I
 

fr
u

it
 

eq
u

iv
al

en
t)

 
1

5
.0

 
0.

6 
3·

1 
0.

22
 

40
2 

25
.5

 
0.

04
4 

O
th

er
 f

ru
it

 
an

d 
fr

u
it

 
p

ro
d

u
ct

s 
I 

I 
I 

I 
16

.3
 I 

(f
ro

sh
 f

ru
it

 
eq

u
iv

al
en

t)
 

10
2.

7 
0.

6 
-

\ 

24
.9

 
I 

0.
50

 
54

 
6.

8 
0.

03
6 

\ 
I 

29
.7

 I 
L

ea
fy

, 
G

re
en

 ~
n
d
 

Y
el

lo
w

 V
eg

et
ab

le
s 

13
.5

 
1

.1
 

-
I 

2.
3 

I 
0.

49
 

90
2 

22
.5

 
0.

05
9 

i 
i I 

I 
O

th
er

 
V

eg
et

ab
le

s 
21

.3
 

0.
9 

-
4.

4 
I 

19
.8

 I 
0.

22
 

3 
9.

1 
0.

02
2 

G
ra

in
 P

ro
d

u
ct

s 
92

6.
1 

26
.3

 
3.

4 
I 

1'
77

.6
 

1 
47

.6
 

3.
25

 
-

-
0.

47
5 

B
ev

er
ag

es
 

(t
e
a
, 

c
o

ff
e
e
, 

b
e
e
r 

an
d 

I 
i 

I 
I 

W
in

e)
 

69
.7

 
I 

-
-

! 
-

-
-

-
-

-
, 

1~7
.7 

!_ 
4~
7:
?_
J_
77

?8
 I

 14
.8

3 
T
O
T
l
~
L
 

32
36

.4
 

I 
89

.7
 

4,
68

8 
10

0.
0 

I 
1.

46
0 

I 
-

-
-

--
-

I 

,>
-

R
ib

o
--

N
ia

ci
n

 
fl

a
v

in
 

m
gm

. 
m

gm
. 

0.
69

 
0.

47
 i 

0.
48

 
9.

31
 

0.
02

 
1.

21
 

0.
14

 
0.

02
 i 

-
-

-
-

0.
06

 
1.

07
 

0.
04

 
0.

64
 

0.
02

 
0.

36
 

0.
06

 
0.

48
 

0.
04

 
n·

37
 

0.
03

 
0.

35
 

0.
17

 
2.

41
 

-
-

I 
1.

77
 

16
.6

9 

• a.
 

• 



,. 
-+

 
" 

TJ
}3

LE
 
I
I
I
 

E
S

T
II

 •
• T

ED
 

S
U

P
P

L
IE

S
 

O
F 

N
U

T
R

IE
N

T
S 

l~
Vi
.I
U,
BL
E 

FO
R

 
C

IV
IL

IL
.N

 
C

O
N

Sm
'lP

TI
O

N
 

.A
U

ST
R

L.
LI

A
 

(P
E

R
 

H
El

.D
 

PE
R

 
D

L.
Y)

 
.. -

N
u

t
r
i
e
n

t
 

A
v

er
ag

e 
19

36
-3

7 
to

 
19

45
 

19
46

 
19

46
-4

7 
(a

) 
19

47
 

(0
.) 

19
38

-3
9 

C
a
lo

ri
e
s 

3,
11

4 
3,

17
4 

3,
21

6 
3,

20
4 

3,
23

6 

P
ro

te
in

 
(g

m
.)

 
A

n
ir

m
l 

5[
;.7

 
53

.6
 

54
.8

 
54

.4
 

54
.4

 

V
e
g

e
ta

b
le

 
30

.8
 

34
.2

 
34

.6
 

34
.9

 
35

.3
 

T
o

ta
l 

89
.5

 
87

.8
 

09
.4

 
89

-3
 

89
.7

 

F
a
t 

(g
m

.)
 

13
3.

5 
12

0·
3 

12
0.

1 
11

8.
6 

11
7.

7 

C
ar

b
o

h
y

d
ra

te
 

(g
m.

~ 
37

6.
8 

41
9.

9 
42

9.
5 

42
4.

8 
43

7.
9 

C
al

ci
u

m
 

(m
gm

.)
 

64
2 

75
0 

78
3 

76
2 

77
1 

Ir
o

n
 

(m
gm

. )
 

15
.3

 
14

.4
 

14
.8

 
14

.8
 

14
.8

 

V
it

am
in

 
A

 
(I

U
) 

4,
94

9 
4,

80
3 

4,
36

6 
4,

78
3 

4,
68

8 

A
s 
c
c
rb

ic
 
l
~
c
i
d
 

(m
gm

. )
 

85
.6

 
95

.6
 

99
.0

 
99

.5
 

10
0.

0 

T
h

iu
m

in
 

(m
gm

.)
 

1.
4 

1.
4 

1.
5 

1
.5

 
1.

5 

R
ib

o
fl

a
v

in
 

(m
gm

. )
 

1.
7 

1.
7 

1
.8

 
1

.8
 

1
.8

 

N
ia

c
in

 
(m

gm
.)

 
18

.2
 

16
.2

 
16

.6
 

16
.6

 
16

.7
 

'-
-

--
-_

 .....
 _

-
-
-
-
-

-
-
-
-
~
-

._ ..
 _

-
-
-
-

~
-
.
-

--
--

--
--

--
--

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

-
-
-

--
-
-
-
-
-
"
.
_

-
-
-
-
-
-
~
~
~
-
-
-
-
-

(a
) 

S
u

b
je

c
t 

to
 
re

v
is

io
n

 

• -:r
 .. 



""
 

..
 

A>
 

"
'
.
,
.
 

TA
BL

E 
IV

 
ES
TI
lI
!1
i~
TE
D 

SU
PP

LI
ES

 
OF

 N
U

TR
IE

N
TS

 A
V

1>
.II

Jil
lL

E 
FO

R 
C

IV
IL

IlI
.N

 
CO

NS
UM

PT
IO

N 
IN

 
V

A
RI

O
U

S 
CO

U
N

TR
IE

S 

(P
ER

 H
EA

D 
PE

R 
DA

Y)
 

I 
U

ni
te

d 
K

in
gd

om
 

C
an

ad
a 

U
.S

.A
. 

A
u

st
ra

li
a 

I 
N

u
t
r
i
e
n

t
 

19
46

 
19

46
-4

7 
(a

) 
19

45
 

19
45

 
19

46
 

19
46

-4
7 

(b
) 

19
47

 
(b

) 

C
al

o
ri

es
 

2,
89

0 
2,

88
0 

3
,0

8
3

 
3

,3
1 5

 
3

,2
1

6
 

3,
20

4 
3

,2
3

6
 

P
ro

te
in

 
(g

m
. )

 
A

ni
m

al
 

4
4

·3
 

45
.6

 
5

5
.5

 
60

 
5

4
.8

 
5

4
.4

 
5

4
.4

 

V
eg

et
ab

le
 

45
.7

 
43

.8
 

3
8

.8
 

40
 

3
4

.6
 

3
4

.9
 

3
5

.3
 

T
o

ta
l 

90
.0

 
8

9
.4

 
9

4
·3

 
10

0 
89

.4
 

8
9

.3
 

89
.7

 

F
at

 
(g

m
. )

 
1

1
1

.9
 

1
1

0
.6

 
I 

1
2

3
.1

 
13

6 
1

2
0

.1
 

1
1

8
.6

 
1

1
7

.7
 

C
ar

bo
hy

dr
at

e 
(g

m
.)

 
3

8
0

.2
 

3
8

0
.8

 
i 

40
4.

2 
42

2 
42

9.
5 

42
4.

8 
4

3
7

.9
 

C
al

ci
um

 
(m

gm
.) 

1,
03

7 
1

,0
3

2
 

1
,0

0
2

 
1

,1
0

5
 

78
3 

76
2 

77
1 

Ir
o

n
 

(m
gm

.) 
1

7
.0

 
1

7
.7

 
1

5
.4

 
~8

.3
 

1
4

.8
 

14
 .. 

8 
1

4
.8

 

V
it

am
in

 
1>. 

(I
U

) 
3,

72
2 

3,
76

~ 
6

,8
1

1
 

9,
90

9 
4,

86
6 

4,
78

3 
4

,6
8

8
 

A
sc

o
rb

ic
 A

ci
d 

(m
gm

.) 
1

0
8

.8
 

1
0

7
.6

 
7·

4.
9 

14
1 

9
9

.0
 

99
.5

 
1

0
0

.0
 

T
hi

am
in

 
(m

gm
. )

 
1

.8
6

 
1

.8
7

 
1

.6
8

 
2.

17
 

1
.4

6
 

1
.4

5
. 

1
.4

6
 

R
ib

o
fl

av
in

 
(m

gm
. )

 
1

.9
9

 
2

.0
2

 
2

.0
3

 
2

.5
3

 
1

.8
0

 
1

.7
6

 
1

.7
7

 

N
ia

ci
n

 
(m

gm
. )

 
1

7
.3

 
1

6
.7

 
1

5
·8

 
2

1
.0

 
1

6
.6

 
1

6
.6

 
1

6
.7

 

(a
) 

P
ro

v
is

io
n

al
. 

(b
) 

S
u

b
je

ct
 t

o
 r

e
v

is
io

n
. 

S
ou

rc
e 

F
o

r 
U

ni
te

d 
K

in
gd

om
, 

C
an

ad
a 

an
d 

U
ni

te
d 

S
ta

te
s,

 R
ep

or
t 

to
 

C
om

bi
ne

d 
Fo

od
 B

o
ar

d
. 

• co
 



" Lu. PRODUCTION 3 DISTRIDUTION LND CONSUMPl'ION OF INDIVIDUl' .. L COLlMODITIES 

There IJ'K',S 0. continuous decline in the production of wholemilk in 
in A ustro.lio. froB the pe[',k of 1,254 million go.llons reo.ched in 1939-40 until 
1')45' when the output rocorded vms 993 nillion gr,llons. A number of fnctors 
contributod, to this decreo.so, including no.n-poYJor difficulties during the 
iiJo.r c.nd soo.sonc.l conditions, v,hich co.used 0. roduction in tho nu,"TIbors of do.iry 
COiilS in milk by o.bout 375,000 or 14 per cent. botvTOon 1939 o.nd 1947. During 
1946 o.nd 1947 thoro ho,s, howevor, boon an upvJQ,rd trend in milk production. 

.9. 

The production of wholemilk for 0.11 purposos during tho year 1947, 
estiBoted nt 1,129 Billion gallons, oxceoded the output of 1,076 million 
go.llons in 1946 by 53 Elillion gc.llons or 4.9 por cent. nnd vms only 1.1 por 
cent, belo'l'J evorago production of 1.142 nillion gallons during the three years 
1936-37 to 1938-39. Ou~put in 1947 'I'lo.s tho highost recordod sinco 1942-43. 

Since 1938-39 thero hns boen considorc.blo oXl~nsion in the consump
tion of fluid milk, liJhile substnntio.l quo.ntitios of milk ho.ve boen diverted 
to tho manufacture of chooso nnd proservod Dilk. This has boon refloctod in 
a pronouncod docline in the quantity of milk usod for buttor, from 925 Elillion 
gc.llons in 1938-39 to 732 Dillion grellons in 1947. During tho yoar 1947 
o.pproxinc.tely 64.8 per cent. of tho total nilk supply 'I'[C,S used for butter 
making, 8.3 por cent. for the manufacture of cheose, 6.5 per c~nt. for pre
served milk end 20.4 por c~nt. for ell other purposes. 

Details of the quantity of 1iJhole milk produced [',nd used for various 
purposes in tho yoars 1938-39 and 1944-45 to 1947 are shown in the following 
table. 

Tl~Drn V s PRODUCTION & UTILIZJ..TION OF rEOIE MILK : LUSI'Rl.LIL. 
(In Thousa~d GallonSY---

Total Quant~ty used for -
.y c a r riho1e Milk Dutter Cheese Condensory Produced (Factory (Facto~r 

& Farmj & Farm 
Products 

- -
1938-39 1,189,174 925 ,3013 64,994 33,367 
1944"'45 1,012,830 670,206 76,533 62,440 

1945-46 1,077,469 701,319 89,555 65,313 
1946 (a) 1,075,910 687,'374 93,817 60,554 

1946-47 (a) 1,061,301 670,541 91,234 70,360 

1947 (a) 1,129,476 731 ,750 93,699 73,293 
----- - -- l. -

(a) Subject to revision. 

Other 
Purposes 

165,505 

203,651 

220,782 
225,665 

229,166 

230,734 

Details of tho production [Cnd utilization of milk and milk pro
ducts (excluding butter) are shoi'm in the table beloYJ for 1947, in comparison 
with the earlier periods specified, 

The upward trend in production and exports of cheese and preserved 
milk products continued in 1947. During the year, output of choeso, po'\'idorod 
milk and infants' o.nd invalids' foods (including mo.lted milk) was the highest 
yet recorded while the production of condensed Qnd concontrr.ted r.lilk lims .' 
only slightly beloy, thn.t of 1946. The qUQntitios exported in 1947 wore highor 
tho.n in 1946 in the caso of a~l products. 



" 

... 

I.ABIE VI PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS 
(~UDING BuTTERj-;:AUSIRALIA 

r---.------
Avera~ I 1946-47 Par tic u 1 a r s 1936-37 to 1945 

I 
1946 (f) 

19~::2 
ELUID WHOLE MILK ( Millli!L Gallons) 

----...... - - - 1--Net Change ill stocks .. -... .. 
I 

Production 1142 993 I 1076 1061 
- I -

!,Qta1 SUJ2I:!lies 1142 993 
I 

1076 1061 I 

--- - -
Exports (incl. ships I stores) ... - - ... .. 
Services - 10 3 (a) 
Miscellaneous Uses (b) 981 798 864 L 850 
Civilian Consumption (c) 161 18i 209 211 
----- -- - - -

~NSED AND CONCENTRATED MILK (1000 Tonsl --- - - -
Net Change in Stooks (d) (-) I (-)3.4 (+)2.7 (-)3.0 
Production 19.7 44.5 56,2 50,S -- -

Total Supnlies 19.7 47.9 53.5 53,5 

Exports (incl. ships' stores) 8.5 4.8 23.0 34.6 
Services .. 27.8 8.8 (a) 
Civilian Consumption 11.2 15.3 21.7 18.9 -----

.fQL~RED MILK (fOOO Tons) 

Net change in stocks (d) (e) (-)0.5 (t)O.6 (+)0.4 
Production 9,5 14.6 18.4 17.7 - _.-

Total..§.upp1ie§l 9.5 15.1 17.8 17.3 ... -
Exports (Incl. ships! stores) 1.4 1.9 4.4 5.9 
Services - 2.9 0.7 (a) 
Civilian Consumption ' 8.1 10.3 12.7 I 11.4 , 

I - ! 

INFANTS t AND INVALIDS I FOODS (INCLUDING MALTED MILK) , ( 1000 Tons) 

Net Change in stocks ( d) (e) I (+) 0.1 I ... (.) 0.6 
Production 3.2 I 6.6 7.6 8.6 -

Iotal SUPI:!lies 3.2 I 6.5 7.6 9.2 -
. ! Exports (Incl. ships I stores) 0,2 2.0 2.2 4.1 

Services - I 0.5 .. (a) 
Civilian Consumptmon 3.0 i 4.0 5.4 5.1 I 

.QHEESE....i!..QOO Ton~l 

1(+)4.3 
I 

Net change in stocks ( d) ( e) 
I 

(-) 0.5 ( -)2.5 
Production 24.9 i 35,5 43,1 41.8 

I .. . 
! 

IS?tS1l SUPI:!lies 24.9 i 31.2 43.6 44.3 i - -t 
Exports (incl. ships I stores) 11.5 I 10.2 18.4 24.0 
Services ... I 3.0 4.5 (a) 
Civilian Consumption 13.4 i 18.0 20.7 20.3 

I -- -

• 10 • 

1947 
(f) 

... 
. :J.129 

1129 

... 
(a) 
914 
215 

(-)1.4 
55.4 

56.8 

31.2 
(a) 

25.6 

(")0.1 
19.0 

19.1 

6.6 
(a) 

12.5 

(+)0.1 
9.0 

8.9 

4,1 
(a) 
4.8 

( +) 0.3 
43.2 

42.9 

24.9 
(a) 

18.0 

(a) Included with civilian consumption. (b) Used in the manufacture of butter and 
cheoaa and condensed, etc., milk products and consumed as sweet cream. 
(c) Consumption as fluid milk, including milk consumed as ice-cream, etc. 
(d) Including Imports, (e) Not available. (f) Subj~ct to revision. 
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In the next table details of the estimated supplies of milk and 
milk products (excluding butter) moving into civilian consumption per head 
of population are shown for 1947 in comperison with the average for the 
throe years ended 1938-39 and the years 1945~ 1946 and 1946-47. 

TABLE V]) : SUPPLIES OF MILK Al1D MILK PRODUCTS (EXCLUDING BUTTER) 

MOVING INTO CIVILIAN CONSUMFT~ON :..1;UST!i&.ill 

(lb. per head per annum) 

r-------------------------------~---------~-------~--------~------~------~ 

/

1 Average 
Com mod i t y 1936-37 to 1945 1946 1946-47 l{~j 

_________________________ ++-~1~23~8~~~9_+-----~--.----~~(.b~)~+_~~~ 

Fluid Whole Milk -
Estimatod Weight (a) 
Actual quantity in gallons 

Frosh Cream 

Condensed Milk .. Full Cream -
Unsweetened 

Sweetened 

Skim - Sweetened 

Concentrated Whole Milk 

Powaered Milk .. Full Cream 

- Skim 

Infants' and Invalids' Foods 
(including Malted Milk) 

Cheese 

I 

0.4 

282.0 
(27.5) 

292.0 
(28.5) 

3.0 

287.6 
(28.1) 

2.9 

3.0 

0,7 

5.3 

~l .. As Milk Solids (c) 46.4 
----~----------.~-------~--.------,~------,~-------~ 

(a) Estimated weight of a gallon of milk, 10.25 lb. (b) Includes consumption by 
Services in Australia; subject to revision. (c) The total figures are in terms of 
milk solids. Figures for individual commodities are actual net weights. 

The consumption rr head of liquid milk and of total milk and milk 
products (excluding butter expressed as milk solids in 1947 was slightly 
below that of 1946 but was considerably in excess of the pre-war level. A 
SUbstantial increase has occured in the consumption of concentrated whole 
milk from 0.4 lb. pre~var to 3.7 lb. in 1946 and 3.1 lb. in 1947. Cheese con
sumption, which had continued to rise from the pre-war level of 4.4 lb. per 
head until 1946, during which year the high figure of 6.3 lb. per head ,las recorded, 
dropped to 5.3 lb. per head in 1947. The lifting of restrictions on the sale 
of sweet cream during the period 11th November, 1946 to 30th August, 1947 
resulted in a slight increase in consumption during 1947 compared with the 
previous year. 

(ii) ~ 

Production of meat (bone-in~·roight) in Australia during 1947 is 
estimated at 892,200 tons exclusive of approximately 45,000 tons of edible 
offal. This represents an improvement on the figures for 1946 but is 
substantially below average production of 982,200 tons (excluding 48,000 tons 
odiblo offal) during the three years' Ol1nod 19':38-'39. 
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Production of boof (including veal) increased "·,0 511,100 tons in 1947 
compared rlith 43S,000 tons in 1946. ' There Yvas also an upYJard movement in lamb 
production from 117,700 tons ill. 1946 to 129,100 tons in i"147. On tho other hand, 
production of mutton declined from 20l,SOO tons in 1946 t~ 163;500 tons in 1947. 
This resulted from Cc substantial reduction in sheep slaughterings which is 
attributed to action being taken by sheep owners to buil(~ up flocks following tho 
serious lossos caused by drought in recent years. The production of pigmeats 
also declined from 108,400 tons in 1946 to 88,500 tons in 1947~ 

The production of edible offal uhich is not i,,}r:luded in the carcass 
weight of meat is estimated at 45,000 tons in 1947 compD.I'od with 42,SOO tons 
in 1946 and average production of 48,000 tons during the years 1936-37 to 1938-39. 

Com~rative details of the production of each class of meat are 
shown in the table below. 

TABLE VIII AUSTRALIA : PRODUCTION OF MEAT ~(BONE-IN~ffiIGHr; : 
- (Unit : ~ 000 Tons)'~'--M-

~---~--------------------.~-----~----------~---------~-------r_-------~---Average I 
Class of Meat 1936~37 to 1945 :~946 

________________ ~~--1938-~31'9~~---__ ~ 

449451" ~38.0 
229.1 I 201.8 

93.0 I 117.7 

4202 35.0 

51.8 48.9 

1946-47 

487.8 

182.6 

120.0 

30.0 

47.7 

(b) 1947 

163.5 

129.1 

2704 

45.0 

119.9 108.4 94.8 8S.5 
------+------'~I--'·-----·------'~-----~~ 

__ . ________ -+-_. __ --+ ____ 8_9_lc_5 +_~J0865.9 885 0 2 892{,.:,~ 

44031 42.8 1 45,0 45"OJ 

(a) Includes estimates for trimmings from baconer carcasses. 
(b) Subject to revision. 

Particul€trs of the production and utilization C~,' meat are shown 
in the the two tables following, In table IX separc.te det2.i1s are shovm for 
carcass meat (bone-in1eight), canned meat and bacon ['.nd J-;::m. In table X, the 
particule.rs refer to each class of meat,eXpressed in te:r7J of carcass weight 
equivalent irrespective of whether it is consumed in that form or as canned or 
cured. The figures in both tables exclude offal~ 

Doring 1947, exports of carcass meat amounted tc 185,500 tons (bone" 
in-weight) and although in excess of the 1946 figure of L),700 tons, fell 
short of average exports during the three years ended 19Y.s*"39 by 37,900 tons 
In' 17.0 per cent. There has, however, been a remarkable expansion in exports 
of canned meat from 5,500 tons (canned weight) pre-war to !}3,800 tons (canned 
weight) in 1947 and as a result, total meat exports (incl'i~,d_ing canned, cured 
and dehydrated ment expressed as carcass meat) arc estimat')d at 257,700 tons 
in 1947 which is 25,300 tons or 10.9 per cent. in excess cPthe corresponding 
pre-war figure of 232 ,400 tons. 

Australian COnSTh11ption of meat (including canned and cured meat in 
terms of carcass weight) vms 646,200" tans in 1947i- comparsd with 635,500 tons 
in 1946 and average consumption of 749~800 tons during the three years ended 
1938-39. 



TABLE IX : PRODUCTIQN AND...11I.J.1IM:1.ION OF MEAT (aL: AUSTRl:cLIA 
(Unit : r 000 Tons) 

r------- Average 
Par tic u 1 2 r s 1936-37 to 1945 1946 1946-47 
-----------~..1~=12--- ( g) 

CARCASS MEAT ---...... ..... (]ono -in:ge i~b t) - -
Net Change in Stocks (b) ( .. ) 22,4 ( -) 7.7 ( -15.3 
Production 9829~ 8910 5 865.9 885.2 --

1:~SuPPlie~ 982,,2 91309 873.6 890.5 --- - -Exports (incl. Ships! Stores) 22304 91.6 142.7 171.9 
Sorvices -.. 85 s 4 23.1 (c) 
Miscellaneous Uses (d) 66 0 6 210.2 1

4
0

•
6

1 
143.6 

Civilian Consumption 692.2 526.7 575.0 567.2 - - -
CANNED MEAT -- {CANNED VmIGHT,). 

--- --
Net Change in Stocks (e) (b) (+) 6.6 (-)8.5 Qi (410.8 
Production 12 0 0 83.0 ,46.3 51.2 -

!otal-.fuu?l2lies 120 0 76 .. 4 54.8 62.0 

Exports (incl. Ships I Stores) 50 5 22,.1 45.4 53.5 
Services '" 48.8 1.4 (c) 
Civilian Consumption 6.5 5.5 8,0 8.5 
~---- .- - -- ____ 10.. __ 

]ACON AND :trML iCURED ~IQfi1:l - --r" --~" 

Net Change in Stocks (e) (b) ( ... ) 0.1 - ( -)0.2 
Production .32 f 5 51.8 48.9 47.7 -

1:ota:LSuPPlie~ 3204 51.9 48.9 47.9 ------ - - -
Exports (Incl. Shipst Stores) 1.0 5.9 2.1 3.0 
Services - 13,0 2.2 (0) 
Miscellaneous Uses (f) ... 3.0 5.1 2.1 
Civilian Consumption 31 0 5 

I 
30,0 39.5 42,8 

-

• 13 • 

1947 
(g) 

(-) 9.6 
892.2 

901.8 
185.5 

(0) 
139.6 
576.7 

Qi (., 1.9 
51.2 --
53.1 --
43.8 

(c) 
9.3 

I 

(+ )0.2 
45.0 

44.8 

3.4 
(c) 
2.1 

39 • .3 

(a) Excluding Offal, (b) Not available. (c) Included uith civilian consumption, 
(d) Used for canning, curing and dehydration. (e) Includes imports, (f) For 
canning. (g) Subject to revision~ (h) Includes allowances for quantities exported 
from surplus Service stocks, 

TABLE X ....... PRODUCTION ANJ:L,JITILIZATION 0f~~T (CARCLSS EQUIVAbENT) (a) : AUSTRll.LIA 
(Unit ; ~ 000 tons bcm-in-vveight) 

r---- Average 
Par tic u 1 a r s 1936-.37 to 1945 1946 1946-47 l{~j 1938-39 (bJ 

IEEF AND VEAL 
---~--- --

Net Change in Stocks (e) (c) (+)15~0 (-)19,9 (f)(+) 1.0 (f) (4 8.3 
Production 569~1 L~49.5 438.0 487.8 511,1 -

1: otal SU12121j.e ~ 56901 434,,5 457.9 486,8 519.4 
Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 12701 57 Q5 127,5 152,8 174.1 
Services .. 11102 18.7 (d) (d) 
Civilian Consumption 442.0 265'08 311.7 334.0 345.3 -- -

MUTTON -- --
Net Change in Stooks (e) (o) ( ... )17 0 3 ( ... ) 1.0 (f)(i 6.2 (fH~3.4 
Production f--" 201.·~ 22-9,,1 201.8 182.6 163 .. 5 ---. ...:: 

Iotal SUJ2121ies 201,,4 246,,4 202.8 10B.0 166.9 -
Exports (inc1~ Ships' Stores) 18~t7 .37.3 27.1 30.2 16.6 
Services ,., 27,,7 6.1 Cd) (d) 
Civilian consumption 182·/7 181 .t± I 169.6. 158.6 150-103 
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:ri\BLE L.LPRQilllCTION AND UTILIZATI0tL0F MEAT : /.USTRLLIA (Continued) 

r--------------------------------~~-----'~----T~ Average 
Par tic u 1 a r s 1936-37 to 1945 1946 1946-47 

J----------~------ 1938 .. '-) , _ b) 

... --:...--- . ------- ~ --,.-----
Net Chcmgo in Stocks (c) ( .) 

i 
(+) 0.9 (f) (~2.9 ~ (+)1.5 5.0 ' 

Production 117.6 93.0 117.7 120.0 129.1 --- --
Total SUlmlies 117.6 98,0 116,8 122.9 127.6 -----_. --Exports (incl. Ships I Stores) 71.5 20.1 42.2 50,1 48.1 

Services .. i.9 (d) (d) 
Civilian consumption 46.1 76,0 74.6 '£,8 79~5 

PIGME.ATS --
-----------------~--------Net Change in Stocks (e) 

Production 94.1 119.9 108.4 94.8 oo.J 
I---....;....~-+---,- ------------1 

(~.,.---(-.. )-'5,31·( .) 2,3 (f)(~ g,o (f)( .~~,; 

IQtalSuppli~ 94~ 125.2 110.7 102,8 90.0 
~---------~----~-~------

Exports.,' (incl. Shipsl Stores) 15.1 26.7 27,2 21.2 18.9 
Service s .. 37.3 3.9 ( d) ( d) 
Civilian consumption 79bO 61.2 79.6 81,6 71 1 

~--------------------------------~~------~---~-----~--------~----.-----~-----,-~ 

Net change in Stocks (e) 
Production 

Total~ 

Exports (inc. Ships' Stores) 
Services 

982~ 904.1 888,2 901.3 903.9 -
232.4 141.6 224,0 254.3 257.7 

... 178.1 28.7 (d) (d) 
Civilian consumption 749.$ 584.4 635~5 647,0 646,2 

~------------------- ----~-
'(a) Canned, dehydrated and cured meat is included throughout at its carcass equivalent 
weight. Offal is excluded, (b) Subject to revision. (c) Not available. (d) Incl'" 

uded with civilian consumption, (e) Includes imports~ (f) Includes allowances for 
quantities exported from surplus Service stocks, 

Dote.i1s of the supplies of moat moving into consumption per head of 
population are shown in the following table in terms of both carcass weight and 
retail weight, 

The basic data relating to supplies of meat moving into civilian 
consumption are given in terms of primary distribution weight, i.e, on a cold 
carcass weight basis, as this is a convenient measure for the comparison of 
the weights of meat consumed in different forms. For example, some 2ilbs, of 
carcass meat are required to produce 1 lb. of canned corned beef although some 
of the fat does not go into the canned products but remains available for 
consumption or for separate export from the producing country. Carcass weight 
indicates "quantity" from the production point of view; retail weight represents 
"quantity" from the retail purchase point of view; edible weight represents 
tlquantitytl from the consumption point of view and is used in the calculation of 
nutrients .. 

Meat rationing was introduced in Australian on 17th January, 1944, 
and terminated on 21st June, 1948, Details of the ration scales operating 
during this period are given in Section 5. 

The rationing of meat caused a reduction in consumption from the pre
war figure of 253.0 lb. carcass weight (179.6 lb. retail weight) of all meat per 
head per annum to 203.2 carcass vvoight (144,3 lb. retail weight) in. 1945 and 203,1 

• carcass weight (144.2 lb. retail weight) in 1946. Preliminary estimates of 
consumption in 1947 indicate a further decline to 199,9 lb~ carcass weight 
(141.9 lb. retail weight). 
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Thore has been a pronounced u~vard trend in the consumption of beef 
sinco 1945 when 86.7 lb. (carcass ~eight) per head was consumed to 93.2 lb. in 
1946 and 99.0 lb. in 1947. On tho other hand, mutton consumption has declined 
from 59.9 lb. (carcass 'weight) in 1945 to 51.3 lb. in 1946 and 42.9 lb. in 
1947. 

It should be notod thnt the particulars relating to pork consumption 
embrace all pigmeat othor than bacon and ham including that used for small
goods. 

It should also be noted thot effective comparison cannot be made 
bet~een the per head consumption of those mea.ts which ~ero the subjeot of 
rationing and tho actual quantity allowed under the rc.tion scale unless 
allowance is made for tho follovJing factors viz., 

(i) allowe.nce for bone, t:Hmmings and waste to reduce carcass weight to 
its retail equivalont. 

(ii) consumption of meat outside ordinary consumers ration, e.g. meals 
served in cafes, hotels, etc., manufacture of small goods, extra 
ration for medical cases. 

(iii) consumption of meat by Services in Austral~. 

(iv) consumption of meat in those areas not subject to rationing control. 

(v) meat slaughtered on farms for farm supplies. 

IABLE XI SUPPLIES OF MEAT (INCLUDING CURED, Cl'J'J"NED P,ND EDIBLE OFFAL) 
MOVING INTO CIVILIAN CONSUMPTION: AUSTRLLIA 
----(lb. per head por annum)--

Average 

• 

l Com mod i t y 1936-37 to 1945 1946 1946-47 Z~t7 --1.228-39..._ 1--' 
(e) ------

Boof, Bone-in~eight (a) 144.1 86.71 93.2 96.7 99.0 
-

Mutton, Bone-in~eight 59.6 59.9 51.3 46.1 42.9 

Lamb, Bone-in-weight 15.0 25.2 22.8 21.7 23.5 

Pork, Bone-in~eight) 10.4 4.9 5.9 6.8 5.0 

Offal 8.4 8.8 ' 9.0 9.3 9.0 

Canned Meat (b) (0) 1.8 2.4 2.5 2.7 
" 

Bacon and HaLl (d) 10. :3 10.0 12.1 12,7 11.6 -- - --
In Terms of Carcass I 

!.Q1:!i1 
Weight (f) 253.0 203.2 I 203.1 202.0 199.9 

In Terms of Retail 
Weight (g) 179.6 144.3 144.2 143.4 141.9 --- - --'---. 

(a) Includes Veal. (b) Canned vTeight, (c) Includod under fresh meat at its 
carcass weight. (d) Cured weight. (e) Includes consumption by Services in Aust
ralia. Subject to revision. (f) Including Offal. (g) Retail weight is calculated 
at 71 per cent, of carcass weight to allow for bone, trimmings and vmste. 
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Although det~ils of the quantities of ~oultry and game ent?ring 
consumption in Australia cannot be measured precisely, evidence availe.ble 
suggests that consumption during the years 1945 to 1947 was higher than in 
previous years, The shortage of foodstuffs for poultry, necessitating tho 
disposal of surplus birds for tablo usc, and the demand for meat off tho 
ration had the effect of incre2sing consumption. Consumption of poultry and 
game (rabbits and hares) per head in 1947 is estimated at 16.1 Ib, carcass 
weight (9.3 lb. edible woight) compared vlith 14.5 lb. carco.ss 'weight 
(S.4 lb. edible weight) in 1945 and 9.7 lb. carcass weight (5,6 Ib, edible 
weight) during the three years ended 1938-39. 

Local production of fresh o.nd shell fish which declined during the 
war years had recovered by 1947 to the pre-war lovel. ~ling to the increase 
in population however, the consumption of fish (fresh and shell) in 1947t 
estimated at 6.6 lb. (edible weight) was below thc averago of 7.1 lb. (edible 
weight) during the throe years ended 1938-39~ 

Consumption of canned fish in Austro.lia, ~hich is mainly from imported 
supplies, vms severely restricted during the war-years and has not yet been 
restored to its pre-war level of 4.1 Ib, per head, During 1946, consumption per 
head amounted to 2.8 Ib, a large portion of which was derived from supplies 
procured for the Armed forces but subsequently roleasodfor civilians. 
Consumption in "'.947 was somewhat lower at 2.4 Ib, per head, 

Par~ic~ars of the estimated supplies of each commodity included in 
this group entering civilian consumption during the three pre-war years, and in 
each year 1945, 1946, 1946-47 and 1947, 

TABLE XII : SUPPLIES OF POULTRY. GAME LND FISH MOVING INfO 
CIVILIAN CONSUMPI'ION : AUSTRALIA 

(lb, per head per annum) -

Average 
~~D 0 m mod i t y 1936-37 to 1945 1946 1946-47(a) (Q) 19A7 

- - 1938-39 ---I"'---

Poultry (Carcass fIeight) ) ( 9.5 10.7 10.7 
) 

9.7 
( 

Rabbits and Hares (Carcass ) 
~ Weight) ) 5,0 5.4 5.4 

Fish-Fresh (Edible Weight) 6.4 5.3 5.3 6.0 

Shell (Edible· Weight) 0.7 0.4 0.4 0.4 

Canned (Edible freight) 4.1 0.2 2.8 2.6 
-
Total-illd~ble Weigbt 16.8 14.3 17.8 18.3 - . -

(a) Includes consumption by Services in Australia; subject to revision. 

(iv) ~ggs and f1:gg Fr.Qducts 

Statistics of egg production must necessarily be accepted with some 
reserve. Owing to tho difficulties experienced in obtaining a complete census 
of output it is more expedient to compute a figure based upon the best data 
availctble. The production shown in the following table, therefore is rosed 
upon the records of Egg Boards of production from are~s under their control 
plus an estimate of production from uncontrolled areas and an estimate of the 
production of "rock yard" poultry .. keepers. Checks applied indicate that the 
results obtained are reasoncbly in accord. The level of production in 1947 
was about 120,000 tons (the equivalent of'about 206 million dozen) compared 
with the pre-wo.r average of .just under 90 .• DOO tons or about 154 million dozen. 
Exports of shell eggs during 1947 amounted to 8,500 tons, compared with 
10,300 tons during the previous year and average exports of 7,600 tons during 
the three years ended 1938-39. While the quantity of egg pulp exported prior 
to the war was negligible 10,300 tons (expressed in terms of weight of shell 
eggs) of pulp were exported in 1947. 

10,7 

5.4 

6,2 

0.4 

2.4 

18.3 
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The processing of egg powder was introduced during tho war to neet tho 
requirements of the Armed Forces in Australia and has since oontinued at a high 
level for export purposes, A market in Australia for this product has not 
yet been established due ~~ doubt to the availability of fresh eggs, 

Comparative details of the production and utilization of eggs and egg 
products are shorm in the following table, 

TI~BLE XlII J PRQQUCTION J.ND UTILIZA'liON OF ~G§ I.ND ~ FRODUCTS 
=rUnit I fOOO tons) 

: AUSTRALIA -_ ...... 

-
~ 

Average 
1946-47(a) 1947~ Par tic u 1 a r s 1936-37 to 1945 1946 

--- ~li- -- --
SHELL EgQ§ 

- -
Net Change in Stocks (b) - (-) 0,7 (-) 0.4 (-) 0.9 
Production (c) 89.5 121.5 120.1 121.9 120.7 -

Iota1 SuWio § 89,5 121.5 120.8 122.3 121.6 ---r---
Exports (incl, Ships' Stores) '1.6 7".5 10.3 10.5 8.5 
Services .. 6.4 1.9 (d) (d) 
Miscellaneous Uses (e) 3.2 20,3 20.4 22.9 26.0 

~ Civilian Consumption 78.7 87,3 88.2 88.9 87.1 -- ---
~G POilIER (itl - - J' _. , 

Net Change in Stocks .. (+ ) 0,6 ( -) 1.1 ( -) 3.8 (-) 6,,0 
Production .. 7.9 4,0 7.7 7.0 - -

T otaJ, SUPPbi~ .. 7.3 5,1 11.5 13.0 

E:xp orts .. .. 4,6 II,S 13.0 
Services ... 7.3 0.5 .. .. 
Civilian Consumption - ... - - .. 

-
lIgUID VJHOIE EGG !itl 

Net Change in Stocks (b) (+) 2.8 (-) 3.5 (-) 4. ° (-) 0.5 
Production .3,2 12.0 16.1 16.8 20.4 -

l'.~ Sl1"Qn11~§ .3.2 9.2 19~6 20H~ 20.9 

Exports 0 • .3 .. 12.2 10.3 10.3 
Services .. - - (d) (d) 
Miscellaneous Uses (g) .. ... 0,2 2.1

1 

2,0 
Civilian Consumption 2.9 9.2 7.2 8.4 8.6 

TarAL EGGS !.:l 

Net Change in Stocks (b) (+) .3.4 (-) 5,3 ( ... ) 8.2 (-) 7.4 
Production 89.5 121.5 120,1 121.9 120.7 

Iotal Suppli~s - 89,S 118.1 125,4 1.30.1 128.1 

Exports (incl, Ships' Sta.ees) 7.9 7,5 27,1 .32.3 31.8 
Services .. 13.7 2.4 (d) (d) i 

Miscellaneous Uses (h) ... 0.4 0.5 0.5 0,6 
Civilian Consumption 81.6 96.5 95.4 97 • .3 95.7 

(a) Bubjeot to revision, (b) Not available. (c) Includes estimates for uncontrolled 
• commercial production and production by self-supPliers. ( tfl) Included with civilian 

consumption. (e) For Pulping and powder and wastage, (f) In terms of weight of 
shell eggs, (g) Processed into powder, (h) Viastage. 
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TIhile the grenter part of the increase in ogg production has been 
exported in the form of sheI+ eggs and ogg pulp and powder, increased supplies 
have also been availnble for consunption in Australia. Consunptibn of eggs 
(shell eggs and pulp oxprossed as shell oggs) per head at 2n.3 lb. (259 eggs) 
in 1947, although slightly bolow consunption of 29.1 lb. (266 eggs) in 1946 
exceeded the average of 26.6 lb. (243 eggs) during tho three years ended 1938-39. 
Supplies of shell eggs and tho shell egg equival~nt of liquid v7hole egg per 
hend moving into consumption are detailed in the follorJins: table:-

TABLE lillL.! SUlTLIES OF EGGS AND EGG PRODUCTS MOVING INTO 
,Q1YILIPJ CONSUMFTION : AUSTRLLIA. 

(lb. per head per annun) 

Average 
1936-37 to 1945 1946 1946-47(c) 1947~) Com mod i t y 

1--_. ________ • ________ -+-__ 19JJ2=12 __________ :-.-___ '-1-___ ...... _""" 

Shell Eggs 29.0 26.9 26.5 

Egg Powder .. -
Liquid VIhole Egg (n) 0.9 2.5 

~.----------------,----------------~----------~--.----~--------~--------~------~ 
Total Shell Eauivalent -r_ __ 

lb. per head 

no. per head (b) 

26.6 

243 

29.1 

293 266 

29.0 

265 

28.3 

259 
----------.---------------------------.--------------~-------,~--.--------~-------~--------~ 

(a) In terms of Shell eggs. (b) The average ~eight of an egg in Australia is taken 
at 1.75 OZ, (c) Includes consumption by Services in Australia; subject to revision. 

(v) ~~~d Fats (inclgging Butter) 

Reference is made in Section 4 (i) to the decline in the production of 
butter and the factors contributing to' this docline. Production dropped from "
the pre-war averago of 191,000 tons to 141,400 in 1945 rising to 146,800tans in 1946 
and to 156,800 tons in 1947. The rationing of butter, which was introduced in 
June, 1943 and still continues, depressed the qunntity consumed in Australia and 
offset to some extent the effect ef the decline in production thus enabling 
ezports to be incroased by the margin of savings through rC'tioning. 

Exports of butter declined from 90~QOO tons in the pre-war period to 
70,300 tons in 1947. During the same period, civilian consumption dropped from 
101,000 tons to 82,300 tons in 1947. This represents a total decrease of about 
38,000 tons which approximates the decline in production of 34,000 tOIlS which 
occurred between these periods, together with the increase in stocks of some 
4,000 tons during 1947. 

The production of margarine in 1947 vms 3,200 tons of table grade 
and 19,100 tons of industrial grade, compared with 6,700 tons and 15,500 tons 
respectively in 1946 and with average output of 2,800 tons and 12,200 tons 
respectively during the three years ended 19.38-39. Prior to the ViTE'.r the pro
duction of table margarine in Australia was restricted by State legislation 
but output was considerably expanded during the i-.ar years to meet the 
requirements of the Armed Forces and reached a peak of 11,900 tons in 1944. 
There has been a demand for this product in subsequent years for export purposes 
but output has declined because of the shortage of coconut oil used in its 
manufacture. 
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Comparative details of tho production and utilization of butter and 
of both grades of margarine aro shown in the following table, 

TABLE x:J I PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATIQtLQL.B~ER.J.~12J1:.1lARGJ~RINE_LlJJSTRALIA 
(Unit : 9000 tons 

Qvo~l . I~'~' 
Par tic u 1 a r s ________ ~~~~2~~ _____ 194~-L-=946 19:::47(C) 1947(c) 

]~ 

...... N-o-t-~'i:--n-ge-in--;~-S-----·-· ----(a) ~;(:')~(~:)-;'~-r:) 2.;- (.)4.2 

Production r-_1_9._1_~~' __ r--..241,4 r146 '1--_1 __ 4_3_._3 ........ __ 1_56_._8..,. 

Iotal Supl21W 1-_191.0 ];;;'0.1 ~_]49.91 145.5 152.6 

Exports (innl. Ships! stores) 90 9 0 39.7 65.11 60.6 70.3 
Services - 21.9 2.0 (b) (b) 

I Civilian Consumption 101.0 78.5 82.81 84.9 82.3 
~ ____________ , ___ ._-J.'--______ ",,", ----~<-""""",-........ ---...... ----"""------""'i 

MARGJ~INE - TABLS _ .. _. ''l~ __ r 

-,..-
Net Change in Stocks (a) ( +) OQ2 ("') Oc2 1 (-) 2.3 ( -) 2.5 
Production 2.8 11.7 6.7 5.5 3.2 - ---- --r----

,Total SUWlies 2.8 11.,5 6.9 7.8 5.7 

L_2.: 
---

Exports 4.0 4.6 5.4 3.1 
Services 60 5 - (b) (b) 

j 

Civilian Consumption I 1.0 ! 2c3 '2.4 2.6 - .-
ML~~ .. 9llllit1 1-----,------------- -- .-----1""--,---:-----.....,-----+ 

(a) (1"") 0.,1 ( ... ) 0,11 (-)0.1 Net Change in Stocks 
Production 1202 17~6 15.51 17.3 

-
19.1 

~----- -~------~-------~ 
1705 15.6 17.4 19.1 ,Iotal Supplies 

~.-----.-----+-,---------.--------+-----------4-------~ 
Exports 0.5 uJ 

0~3 I 
I 

0.5 

Services (b) (b) 

Civilian Consumpt~__ 1_:~~2! 17c4_ 15.31 16,9 18.6. 

(a) Not available. (b) Included with civilian consmnptione (c) Subject to revision. 
(d) Includes dry butter fat, ghee and tropical spread expressed as butter. 

Butter rationing w~s introduced ll1 Australia on 7th June, 1943, at the' 
rate of 8 OZo per head per week, which was reduced to 6 oz,) per week on 5th June,' 
1944. Consumption per head during the three years ended 1938-39 averaged 32.9 lb., 
and declined following the introduction of rationing to 2?1:5 lbo in 1944, 26.1 lb, 
in 1945, 25.3 lb. in 1946 and 24Q3 lbo in 1947u Consu~p~ibn of margarine per head 
was 0.8 lb. table grade and 5.5 lbo industrial grade :t.ll 1947 compared with 0.9 lb. 
and 4.0 lb. respectively in the pre""\var period" 

For the purpose of calculating civilian con:::umption of lard production 
has been estimated on the basis of a return of 6 lbc per pig slaughtered. This 
places the consumption per head in 1947 at 101 lbQ 

Little information is available concerning supplies of vegetable 
oils and other fats available for consumption and accordingly it has been 
necessary to use survey data in estimating consumption of these commodities. 
The estimates obtained exclude allowance for "bvisible ll fats entering into 
consumption, e.g, those present in meat, fish; cheese and milko 



• 20 • 

Details of the estimated supplies of "visible ll fats and oils entering 
consumption per head of population are shown in the follor~ing to.b1e for the 
three yoars ended 1938-39 and for each year 1945, 1946, 1946-47 and 1947. 

TL.BLE XV]; SUPPLIES OF VISIBLE FLTS AND OILS MOVING INTO CIVILIAN CONSUMPTION: ----- -- ------
AUSTRLLIA 

(lb. per head per annum) 

- - Average 
1946"'47(0.) 1947(0.) C a m m 0 d i t Y 1936-37 to 1945' 1946 

-------- - 1938.:22- --
Butter 32.9 26.1 25.3 25.3 24.;3 

Margarine .. Tab1e 0.9 0.3 0.7 0.7 o.e 
.. other 4~0 5 r, .0 4'7 5.0 5.5 

Lard 1;7 1.5 1i3 1~2 1.1 

Vegetable Oils and other Fats 4/1 4,1 4~2 4,0 4.1 

Totallat Conten1 37.6 32i3 30.9 30.9 30 0 6 
- --- -- -

(a) In,c1.udes consumption by Services in Australiat subject to reviiion. 

The decline in the production of raw sugE'~r in Australin from the average 
for the three pro-wnr seasons of 779,300 tons to 532,100 tons in 1946 senson 

'l,' , 

arose chiefly from war-time contingencies. Labour shorto.ges, insufficient 
supplies of fertilizers and variations in seasonal conditions have nIl contributed 
to the lowering of output. Although the nrea of cane cut for crushing declined 
fron a pre··war average of 258,800 acres to about 227,000 acres in 1946, the 
consequential reduction in output vms less than that caused by the factors 
mentioned above. The total effect, hovJever, was a drop from 5.5 million tons 
of cane, the average for the three seasons ended 1938-39, to 4.0 million tons 
in 1946. Expressed in terms of sugar, this meant a drop from 779,300 tons to 532,100 
tons in 1946. Production for the season 1947 rose to 581~600 tons of raw sugar. 

The following table gives details of production and utilization of rO.iiJ 
sugar for 1947 with comparative details for previous years indicated. It should 
be noted that the details given below refer to the nnnual periods shovm at the 
head of tho tnble without regard to season in nhich tho sugar TInS produced. 

TLBLE XVII LPRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF RfJ~ SUGJI..R AUSTRLLIJI. 

Average I I 

Par t i cuI a r s 1936-37 tal 1945 1946 1946-47(d) 1947 (d) 
J1ll~ --

Nevi Change in Stocks (+ ) 6.2~ : ( ... ) 53.0 (-) 78.3 ( .. ) 58.0 (.) 37.5 
Production (Raw) 779.3 I 640.1 535.9 521.0 576,8 I I -- . 

1 
--

Total Supplies 773.1 693.1 614.2 579.0 539.3 -- -
Exports (e) (including sugar I 

content of manufactured pro-
ducts exported) 435.3 212.4 172.8 153.6 91.4 

Services - (including sugar 
content of manufactured pro- I 

(c) (c) ducts consumed) (f) ... I 92.4 10.1 
Miscellaneous used (b) 11.2 44.1 32.2 24.1 24.9 
Civilian consumption - (inclu-

ding sugar content of manu-
factured products consumed) (f) 326.6 344.2 399.1 401.3 423.0 

- -
(a) By balance. (b) Including duplication (i.o. Golden Syrup and Treacle) industrial 
uses and losses in refining. (c) Included with ciVilian consumption. (d) Subject to 
revision. (e) Raw and refined including shipsl stores. (r) In torms of refined •. 
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In the next table details of supplies of sugar (including sugar cont
ained in manufactured products) and syrups moving into consumption per head of 
population are shovm for the samo period -

UBLE XVII!. .. : SUPPLIES OF SUGARS & SYRUPS MOVING INTO CIVILIAN CONSUMPl'ION : A!J.§1RALIL. 
(lb. per head ~-;nnum) ---- I Average 1 

a d i t Y 1936-37 tol 1945 1946 1946-47(a) 1947 (a) Com n 

-- 19'38-'39 -
Refined Suga r - As Sugar 70,6 73.5 70.7 69.5 72,5 

- In manufa'ctured 
products 35.9 41.1 51.2 50,0 52.5 

--~ - --
Total 106.5 I 114.6 121.9 119.5 125,0 

I 
Syrups 

Honey 

Glucose 
-

1---

2.6 I 

I 1.'7 

~ 

-
3.0 

1.6 

(b) 

3.6 3.6 3.9 

1.1 1.5 1.5 

(b) (b) (b) -
Total Sugar Content =--=--____ .1 .•• 112.0 I 120,2 127.6 125,5 1.31 • .3 t..-____ _ 

_ -1. __ -
(a) Includes consumption by Services in Australia; subject to reVlSJ.on. 
(b) Not available for publication; sugar content included in total. 

Sugar rationing operated in Australia from 31st August, 1942 to 2nd 
July, 1947, at the rate of 1 lb. per hee.d per week. Orling to deficiencies in 
the supply of refined sugar, the coupon rating "l7as altered in some States in 
1945 and the early portion of 1946 to permit consuners to obtain 2 lb. of raw 
sugar in lieu of 1 lb. of refined, In addition to the general ration, special 
allowances for jam-making were made available from time to time. Tho above 
table shaHS details of the consumption of sugar during the period of rationing 
since ~st January, 1945 in comparison with the nverage for three years ended 
1938-39. Consumption of sugar (excluding sugnr consumed in manufe.ctured pro
ducts) during 1946-47, tho last completo year of rationing, was 69.5 lb, per 
head compared with 70.6 lb. per head during the pro""limr period. During the 
year ended December, 1947, which includes a period of six months following the 
lifting of rationing, consumption of sugar rose slightly to 72.5 lb. per head. 

Tho consumption of sugar in manufactured products per head rose from .35.9 
lb. pre~Jar to 51,2 lb. in 1946 and 52.5 lb. in 1947. 

There has been an increase in the consUY:1j)tion of syrups (golden syrup 
and treacle) from 2.6 lb. per head during the three years ended 19.38-.39 to .3.9 
Ib, per head in 1947. little change has occurred in the consumption of honey 
although there has been a marked e~lnnsion in exports. 

The consumption of all sugar and syrups (expressed as sugar content) 
amounted to 1.31.3 lb. lier head in 1947, conpared vdth 127.6 lb. in 1946, 
and 112,0 lb. in the pre-war period. 

(vii) Eotatoes (VThite and Svmet) 

In tho following tablo details relating to the production and util'" 
ization of white and sweet potatoes are shown for the pre-vvar poriod and the 
potato years ended October, 1945 to 1947. The data relating to white l~tatoea 
for 1945 and later years comprise estimates furnished by the Australian Potato 
Committee of potatoes mc.rketed commercially and used for seed together with an 
allowance for homo-garden production, 

Production was expanded considerably during the war years to meet the 
Armed Forces' requirements for fresh and processod potntoes. Although curtail
r.lent in potato growing has occurred since tho end of the v:Tar, the present level 
of production is considerably above the pre~·mr level. Production of white 
potatoes in the 1946-47 season was 527,600 tons compared with 581,500 tons in 
1946 (1945-46 season) average production of 360,400 tons in the pre-vJar period. 
Exports of fresh potatoes in 1946-47 amounted to 27,900 tons comparod with 
4,900 tons l~-war. 
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Production of s~"Jeot potntoes was 5,600 tons in 1946-47 conpr..rod with 
the pro-war level of about 7,400 tons, 

TABLE XIX I PRODUCTION AND UTILIZl,.TION OF ForATOES : AUSTRALIA 
- -- -(Unit: fOOOtons)-----

(a) 
Production 360.4 -------

Total Supplies 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 
Services 

Miscellaneous Uses (d) 
Civilian Consuoption (e) 

I~-----------'--------------,------

360.4 

4.9 

-
37.0 

318.5 
----

(+) 42.5 
686.4 --
643.9 

19.0 
75.5 

190.1 

359.3 

( -) 6.8 (-) 43.4 
581.5 527.6 --
588.3 571.0 

22.3 27 e 91 
25.6 (c) , 

I 

l3l.B 97.31 
408.6 445•81 ! 

(-) 43.4 
527.6 

27~9 

(0) 

97.3 

i 
,forAI.QES. SrlEET ! 

~--.----------------------------~~ ~---,~------~-----~~------~ 
Net Chango in Stocks 

Production 

(a) 

7.4 

(a) (a) (a) (a) " 

(f) 7.8 (f) 5.6 (f)5.6 (f) 5.61 
I-------+------r----- ... / 

7.8 5.6 5.6 5e t, i 
1-----"'+----,-+"'---,;---- -, 

.. ! Exports 

Services 

Civilinn Consumption 7.4 (f) 7.8, 

(c) 

(f)5.6 
~--.------------.----------------------------~-------~! -------~-----.--~---~ 

(0.) Not avnilo.ble. (c) Subject to revision. (c) Included with civilian consumptbno 
(d) Seed and wastage e.nd quantities used for canning and dehydration. (0) 'li'resh potat.oes 
only, (f) Year ended Docenber. 

The consumption of potatoes per head has continued to increase and in 
1946-47 totalled 133.4 lb, (131.7 lb. of white and 1.7 lb. of mveet), conl~red 
with 126.6 lb. in 1946 (1945-46) and 106,2 lb. in tho pre""'VJar period. Dekdls 
of the consumption of both white o.nd sweet potatoes per hoo.d of population are 
shovvn in the following tables -

TABLE XX : SUPPLIES OF POI'ATOES AND SV;EET PorATOES MOVING INTO 

CIVILIAN CaJSUMPTION : AUSTRJi.LIA 
- (lb:-pe~d pe~um) 

Com mod i t y 

Whi.te Potatoes (b) 

Sweet Potatoes 

(a) Includes consumption by Services in AV2tralia; subject to revision, 
(b) Includes the fresh equivalent. of canned potatoes, 
(c) Year ended December. 
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(viii) E.YJ.§£....£nd Nuts -

Details of tho production and utilization of dried pulse (blue pens, 
split poas and navy beans) and peanuts, the principal locally-produced cqmnod
itios in this group, are shown in tho follo\Jing tc~ble. Prior to the war, 
Australiats supplies of navy beans were entirely imported but· the development of 
local production in recent years hes reduced imports requirements considerc.bly. 
Normally large quantities of peanuts are imported from India for oil 
extraction but due to food shortages in that country exports of these nuts have 
been withheld since Janw:cry, 1946. Australia l s supplies have since been confinod 
to local production, which rose from 7,000 tons pre~7ar to 22,750 tens in the 
1946-47 season. 

The other commodities included in this group consist of edible tree 
nuts and cocoa beans. Edible tree nuts consumed in Australia are now 
principally locally-grown, while cocoa supplies are obtained entirely from 
imported beans. 

TABLE XXI : PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF PULSE AND IEANUTS 
--- -- - (Unit: 1000 tons) 

: f. USTRALJ:t~ 

~-----'--------------------------~t--~~------~--------~------~--------~------~ Average , 
1946-47(g) 1947 (g) Par tic u 1 a r s 1936-37 to 1945_1' 1946 

~ ________________________ ~~1~938~-.~~.~ ______ , ________________ ~ 

Net Change in Stocks (a) 
Production 

I£tal..2l1J2~ 

Exports (incl, Shipsl Stores) 
Services 
Miscellaneous Uses (d) 
Civilian Consumption 

Net Change in Stocks (a) 

Production 

Exports 

Services 

T otc.l S UJ2J?1 te s 

Miscellaneous Uses (f) 

Civilian Consumption 

DRIED PULSE -- I 
(b) (-) 9.6 1 

(b) 16,1 
~--

(b) 25.7 

(b) 10.3 
(b) 4.9 
(b) 3.4 

(e) 4.5 7.1 
I 

PEANUTS (IN SHELL} -- I 
( -) 4.1 

I 
( -) 5.9 

7,0 10.2 

11.1 16.1 - -- -
-- 1,41 

6.9 12.0 

4.2 2.7 

(-) 5.21 ( -) ( -) 5,8 5.7 

9.9 8.1 I 7.8 

15.7 13.3 13.5 

3.7 1.4 3.5 
0.7 (c) (c) 
1.8 1.8 1.1 
9.5 10.1 $.9 

--- _ ....... 
I 

(b) i (b) (b) 

13.3 13.3 22.8 

13.3 13.3 22.8 -- - -
(c) I (c) (c) 

3.5 3.5 6,8 
I 
I 
I 

16,0 9,81 9,8 
I 

(0.) Includes imports. (b) Not available. (c) Included with civilian consumption. 
(d) Seed and waste. (e) Survey data, (f) Oil extraction and seed, (g) Subject 
to revision. 

The estimated supplies of the commodities in this group moving into 
consumption per head of popUlation are sho\V!l in the following table. The con
sumption of dried pulse l~r head has increased considerably and at 3.0 lb, in 
1946-47 was double the pre-vvar figure. However, as a result of increased 
exports of blue peas, consumption declined to 2.6 lb, per head in 1947. The . 
consumption of peanuts (as salted peanuts and as peanut butter or mste) has Shown 
remarkable expansion from 0,9 lb. per head pre-war to 2.0 Ib, per head in 1946 
and 3.1 lb, per'head in 1947, while the consumption of cocoa beans has risen 
from 2.1 Ib, before the war to 3.9 lb, in 1946-47. On the other hand the 
consumption of tree-nuts after having declined during the war is only slightly 
above the pre~vnr level at 1.1 lb. per head, 
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Consumption of the whole group per head rose fron an average of 
5.3 lb. during the three years ended 1938-39 to 6.7 lb. in 1945, 9.7 Ib, in 
1946 and 10.7 lb. in 1947. 

-

TABLE XXII SUPPLIES OF PULSE AND NUTS MOVING INTO CIVILIAN 
CONSIDml911 : AUSTRALU~ 
'(lb, per head per annum 

- - -_ .... 
Average 

Con m 0 d i t Y 1936-37 to 1945 1946 1946-47(b) 1947 (b) 

- 1938-39 - 1-----

Dried Pulse 1.5 2.4 2.9 3.0 2.6 
Peanuts (a) 0.9 0,6 2.0 1.9 3,1 
Edible tree nuts ~a) 0,8 . 0.4 0.7 0.9 1,1 
Cocoo (raw beans) 2.1 3.3 4.1 (c) 3.9 (c) 3.9 

Total 5.3 6.7 9.7 9.7 10,7 
----- ----, . 

(a) TIeight without shell. (b) Includes consumption by Services in Australia; subject 
to revision. (c) Eased on data covering factory consumption in 1946~47, 

The estimated total production of fresh tOmP.toes and citrus fruit is 
shown in the following table. The figures are based on the output recorded on 
growers! annual returns together with rough estimates of production by self-supp
liers. Tomato production in the pre-war period is probably understated, owing 
to the lack of complete data at that time. 

The te.ble also shows deto.Us of the utilization of tone.toes (includmg 
tomato products expressed in terms of fresh tomatoes) and citrus fruit (including 
citrus producte in terms of fresh fruit), In 1946-47 exports of citrus fruit 
totalled 7,500 tons compared with the average of 13,200 tons during the three 
years ended 1938-39. Exports of tomatoes during the yarer 1947 amounted to 
about 8,700 tons (estimated fresh equivalent), mainly in the form of tomato 
products, 

The table includes rough allowances for wastage of both products. 

fl.BLE XXIII 

Average 
1946-47(e) 1947 (e) r a r tii cuI a r S 1936-37 to 1945 1946 

- 19'38-'39 
TOMATOES, FRESH (a) (g) - - I Net Change in Stocks (b) (b) I (b) (b) (b) 

Production (f) ;;0.0 106,2 93.5 U5,3 115,3 -
Total. Surmlieli! 50.0 106.2 --23.5 115.3 115.3 

Exports (incl, Ships' Stores) - 0.4 4.8 8.7 S.7 
Services - 35.1 2,6 (c) (0) 
Miscellaneous Uses (d) 2.0 4.7 ~O 5.1 5.1 
Civilian Consumption 48.0 66.0 82,1 101.5 101.5 

----
CITRUS FRUIT (a) .(hl -

Net Change in Stocks (b) (b) (b) I (b) (b) 
Production 111,0 117.3 117.4' 124.2 124.2 

I..Q.tal SUP121ies 111.0 117.3 117.4 124.2 124.2 

Exports 13.2 3 <:> .0 5.1 , 7.5 7.5 
Services - 26.8 2,5 (c) (c) 
Miscellaneous Uses - 2.1 2.3 2.2 2.2 
Civilian Consumntion 97.8 84.6 107.5 l1L..5 114&5 

Inel ud (a) Including fresh e uivalent of manUfactured products. (b) Not available. ,I c) 9- ec 
with civilian consumpt1on. (d) TIaste. (e) Subject to revisio~. (f) Probably under
!3tated becay.se of tho absence of c041plete datno (g) Year 1947(, (h) Data for 1946--47 sco.son; 
lE'.tor30tai-!-s not yet 2vailable 3 
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In the next table, details are given of the ostimo.ted supplies of theso 

commodities, moving :into consUI:lption, per head of population. As nontioned above, 
tho figures relo.ting to tomato consumption :in the pro-war period arc probably 
understated due to tho o.bsonce of complete dnta re1o.ting to production. Thero ho.s, 
however, boen 0. dist:inct upward trend in tho consUr.lption of tomatoes per hoc.d 
from 21.9 lb. in 1945 to 25?1 1bo :in 1946 and 30.0 lb. in 1947. 

The consumption of citrus fruit per hoo.d has aJso increased S from 
31.9 1bo pre-war to 32.81)) 5.n19/:.6 and 34,,1 lb. in 1946""471 There is probably 
some ovorstatonent :in tho latter figure ho~ever, owing to inclusion :in local 
consumption of the fresh equIvalent of some citrus produc'::'s (mainly fruit juices) 
exported. Tho figure also :involves some duplication oVJing to the inclusion 
of citrus fruit used in jam manufacture o 

~--. -------------------------,~- .~-

Commodity I 
Average 

1936-37 to 1945 lc)4,6 1946-47(b) 1947(b) I 

Fresh Tonatoes (a) 
Fresh Citrus (0.) 

- 1238"'39 

(c) 15.7 
31.9 

-j--
2l.9! 25.1 
28.1 32.8 

64.1 

30.0 
(e) 34.1 

I 

Total Fresh Fruit Eguiya1e~4 47.6 50.0 57.9 
-------,--~---------~~------~--------~------~---------

(a) Includes manuicc+,urod. products :in terms of fresh. 
(b) Includes consumption by Services in Australia; subject "to revision. 
(0) Probably understated due to absence of complete dnta o 

(d) Year 1947Q 
(e) Data for 1946-47 season; later deto.i1s not yet o.vai1ob1E: o 

Details of the production and utilization of fresh fruit (other than 
tomatoes and citrus frl:it) and products thereof, vizo, jans, dried fruit and 
canned fruit, are shown in the table belm1. 

While production of fresh fruit has shorm 1itt1o chango over the period 
covered, exports doc1L~ed from an average of 116;000 tons during the three years 
ended 1938-39 to 23.400 tens in 19478 This had the effect of increasing 
supplies to civilia~s from 264~000 tons prowwar to 284~500 tons in 1947 although 
it is noted that considercb10 quantities of apples ~ere not marketed. 

Jam production has nearly doubled sinco the pre-rvar period. This has 
permitted increased supplies to be nade available for consumption in Australia, 
and allowed for a remarkable oXl)Qnsion in exports from 3,800 tons pre-vvar 
to 36,600 tons in 1947 \) The figures of jam production include an alloi",ance 
to account for production by self-suppliers. 

The production of dried vine fruits vms reduced in 1947 to 65,200 tons 
with consequent reduction in exportso Canned fruit production was ndntained 
at about the prO~1ar lovel but output of tho main po.ck (ap~icots, peachos 
and pears) was 1m7or by o.oout 6 per cent. Exports of all o!lnned fruits at 
37,800 tons exceeded the pre~wnr figure of 34,700 tons nnQ thore uns n conso" 
qucnt decline in Australian consumption, 
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Tl~BLE x:x:v : rnODUCTION AND UTILIZ1~TION OF OTHER FRUIT AND 
FRUIT PRODUCTS J AUSTRALI!. 

(Unit : 1000 tons) 
~ 

Average i 

I P n r tic u 1 n r s 1936-37 to 1945 1946 1946-47 (h) 1947 (h) 
1938-39 

mSH FRUIT (EXCLUDING !QMhTOES AND CITRJIS FRUIT) - - -
(b) I -

Net Change in Stocks (b) (b) (b) (b) 
Production (a) 511.0 449.4 554.61 (i)472.9 472.9 -

Total SU12plie~ 511.0 449.4 554.6 ~12.'&9 472.9 
Exports (incl. Shipsl Stores) 116.0 3.4 40.1 (i) 23.4 23.4 
Services - 15.0 5.0 (c) (c' 
Miscellaneous Uses (d) 131.0 132.3 199.3 (i)165.0 165.0 

. Civilian Consumption 264.0 i 29£5.7 310.2 ( i)284.5 284.5 - _ ..... 
JAMS - - -

Net Change in Stocks (b) ( -) 7.1 ( .... ) 2.8 (+ ) 2.3 (-) 0,2 
Production , 38.9 63.2 72.3 72.4 75.8 

~taJ. ~u12l2J.i~!il 38.9 70.3 69.5 70.1 76,0 
Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 3.8 15.5 15.6 29.4 36.6 
Services - 17.2 4.

5
1 

(c) (0) 
I 

Civilian Cdnsunption 35.1 I 37.61 49.4 40.7 39.4 - . -
DRIED VINE FRUIT (e) 

Net Change in Stocks (a) (-)11.2 (b) (bU (b) (b) 
Production 84.0 68.0 73.(3 73.8 65,2 

1-- -
Iotal Su,12l21ies 95.2 68.0 73.8 73.8 65.2 

Exports (incl. Shipsl Stores) 63.0 43.0 51.2 51.2 39.8 
Services - 3.6 1.0 (c) (c) 
Miscellaneous Uses (f) - 0,6 1.1 1.1 1,0 
Civilian Consumption 32.2 20.8 I 20.5 I 21.5 24.4 I 

i I 
I 

DRIED TREE FRUIT -
(a) (g) 

I 
( -) 3.0 I ( -) ( -) ( eo) Net Change in Stocks I 3.2 4.1 5.0 

Production (g)--+ 5.2 J 6.7 5.4 5.4 

l.otn1 Supplies (g) 8.2 i 9.9 9.5 10.4 

Exports (incl. Ships f Stores) (g) 0.4 1.1 2,0 2.3 
Services ( g) 3.3 1.1 (c) (0) 
Civilian Consumption (g) 4.5 7.7 7.5 G.1 -

Cf.NNED lliYl! 
, I 

3.7 i Net Change in Stocks (b) 1(-) (+) 0.1 (+) 9.5 (.)0,5 
~ ! 

50.61 Production 66.6 I 55.2 65.5 64.4 

Iotal Sur1Pl~G~ 66.6 54.3 55.1 56.0 63.9 
Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 34.7 10.0 28.2 27.7 37.8 
Services I 24.7 0.9 (c) (c) ... 
Civilian Consumption 31.9 19.6 26.0 

I 
28.3 26.1 

(a) Includes imports. (b) Not available. (c) Included ~ith civilian consumption. 
(d) Processing and waste. (e) Year 1946. (f) Industrial use and waste, (g) Included 
with dried vine fruit, (h) Subject to revision. ( i) Year 1947. 
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DetaUs of the supplies of the commodities incJ"J.ded in this group 
moving into cons'llnption per hond of populntion nrc s1:1o>7n in tho follovling tnble" 
The significnnt chnnges "'Thieh hnve occurred arc nn incro['.3e in consunption of 
jo.n por heo.d from 11.4 Ib Q pro"'Vvo.r to 15 0 1 Ib, in 1946 f,:':,lowed by a reduction to 
11.7 lb. in 1947 and n reduction in cnnned fruit consumpFon fron 10.7 Ib, per 
hend to 7.7 Ib~ per hoad in 19470 Consumption per hond of the vhole group 
expressed as fresh fruit vms 133~4 Ib" in 1947 conpc,rod ,;,:Lth 141.5 lb. in 1946 
and 140.9 lb. in the threo years ended 1938-39. 

IABIE XXV:} : SUPr11§'§....QF FRUIT...LQ1'.JiER THLN...QITRUS Flli:;T) LND PRODUCT~ 
1~£1~OE_~f,Q311EQ INT Q...Q11IL~!L~~I1.~~,rLSTRALIA 

(lb(> per head por annum) 
- ,,",, __ ';1- .. 

946 1946-47(£1) 1947(a) 
Avernge 

1936-37 to 1945 Com mod i t Y 
-------_._---
Fresh Fruit 

Jam 

Dried Fruit 

Ganned Fruit 

Iotal Fre~uit Eg 

~ .. ~ 

uiJ@lS;.lll: 
---.--

12JG"'J~ _ 

86 e 1 

1104 

10 .. 4 
10.7 

140 0 9 -

- .. 

99.4 94.7 (b) G4.1 
12.5 15.1 12.1 

8.4 8.6 8.6 

7.9 8.4 
,.- ---
141.5 130,1 
-~------

6',:J __ " 
143d_ .. 

(0.) Includes consumption by Services in Austrnlia; sub~:ct to revision. 
(b) Year 1947Q 

Datn relating to production of vogetnblos inch:' 'Jd in this and tho 
following group are obtained from commcrcio.l output 0.::: l'::Jt.urned by growers 
at the annual ce:::,sus of fo.rrl pro(.:i(~ticnc ,i\. .. llowo.ncos have ~~8en mnde for pro
duction by self"'supplicrs, 

It is emphnsiseG., tho.t the o.nnuo.l census makos I·rovision for growers 
to record their production in units in which they are nor:;"llly marketed (e,g, 
potatoes and other root crops are collected in tons, cabhlces, cnuliflowers, 

.. -
84 Q1 

11.7 

9.6 
7.7 

133.4 

etc. in dozenswhilst others a:;:>e obtained in such units as 1:Jushe1s, bags, bunches, 
cases, etc.). In exprossing those items in terms of tor,s ::If 2,240 lb. care has 
been tr,ken to obtain npproprinte factors from official SO'v.2ces enabling 
conversion to the.t unit. Their precision has not boo::1 whcUy established 
but it is accepted thnt ar;r margin of error is not sv.fficient to seriously 
impair their reliability" 

The production of vegetables was considerably e;:panded during the 
war years to provide increased supplies in fresh and rTOCc3sed form for the 
Armed Forces. Since the .::!es;Jation of hostilities in 1945- curtailment of 
production has taken p1aco h~t it is probable that produd Lon during the 
1946"47 season was apprec:'~bly above the rJr;)""V"lar lovel o 

Following the COC1sntion of hostilities, prcduct::m of Canl1E\d 
vegetables declined from ,~,15200 tons in 19!-;.5 to 14,600 to~;.3 in 1946 but 
increased to 17,600 tons in 1947p mainly because of c:qx1.:'L'ion in green pea 
canning for local cons~nption and exportc 
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Particulars relatini.$ to tho production and utiliz['ction of leafy, greon 

and yelto\"! vegetables in the fresh, canned and dehydrated form aro shov-m in the 
fo:q.owing table. 

I!!LIE XXVII s-!R0DUCTION-bND UTILIZ~TION OF IEAFY, GREEN AND YELLCIJ 
~ 

:lliQ.:llIl.1:J3LES : A Uill:.MLIA, 
(Unit: 1000 tons.) ------- Average 

1946-47(d) 1947 (d) Particulars 1936-37 to 1945 1946 ____________ ;193[\-39 -
FRESH 1------ - -- . .-

Net Change in Stocks ( a) (a) (H) (a) (a) 
Production £!:) __ 284.!2 236.7 (e)2l8.1 218.1 

Iotal Su:r:mlies (a) 284.0 236.7 (e)218.1 218.1 
1--- --

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) (a) - 3.9 (e) 5.8 5.8 
Services (a) 14.3 3.4 (b) (b) 
Miscellaneous Uses (c) (a) 88.3 36.6 (e) 31.8 31.8 
Civilian Consumption (a) I 181.4 192.8 (e)180.5 180,5 

---- -- I 

QAN:NPJD -
Net Change in Stocks (a) - ( -)13.1 ( -) 4.5 (-) 0.6 
Production (a) 25.8 10.7 11,5 14.5 - -

Iotal Supplies 
""--

(a) ,25.8 23.8 16.0 15.1 

Exports (incl. Ships! Stores) (a) 3.6 9.7 7.2 3.2 

Services (a) 19.8 6.6 (b) (b) 
• Civilian Consumption (a) I 2.4 7.5 8.8 11.9 i -

DEHYDRATED - . 
I I 

Net Change in Stocks (a) - (+) 0.1 ( .. ) 1.2 ( -) 1.5 
Production (a) 2,2 0.3 - .. 

- -
Iotal Supplie,§ (a) 2.2 0.2 1.2 1.5 

Exports (a) .. - 1.2 1.5 
Services (a) 2.2 . 0,2 - -
Civilian Consumption (a) -\ -, - -
(a) Not available. (b) Included with civilian omnsumption. (0) For Canning and 
dehydration and waste. (d) Subject to revision. (e) Year 1947, 

In the next table details are shown of the consumption per head of the 
items included in this group. Consumption of the group as a whole has declined 
somewhat since 1943, but there has been an increase in consumption of canned 
vegetables (mainly peas). 

TABLE XXVIII I SUPPLIES OF LEAFY, GREEN AND YELLCW VEGETABLES 
MOVING INTO CIVILIAN CONSUMPTION ! AUSTRALIA 
- ~lb. per head~r-annum~ 

Average 
C ommodity 1936-37 to 1945 1946 1946-47(a) 1947 (a) 

1938-39 

1 

Cabbage and Greens (b) 25.9 30.5 30.0 (c) 29.6 29.6 
Lettuce (b) 7.9 4.2 4.9 (c) 3.9 3.9 

I Carrots (b) 10,8 12.7 12.8 (c) 11.0 11.0 
Fresh Legumes (b) 24.5 12.9 11.1 (c) 8.9 8.9 
Canned .. 0.8 2.3 2.6 3.5 

TarAL (b) 69.1 I 61.1 I 61.1 56.0 56.9 
(~il Includes consumption by Services in Australia;subject to revision. (b) These fi~s 
re ate to 1943 •• In the absence of data for the pre-war period, cOfsumption is assumed to 
be the same as in 1943, for the purpose of nutrient ca1c1.llations. c) Year 1947. 
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(xii) Other Y2getables 

The vegetables included in this group Qre listed in the appropriate 
table shovm in Part 6. They exclude those specified in group (xi) - leafy, 
green 2nd yellow vegetables - and also exclude potctoes, rlhite ond sweet (see 
group (vii) and tomatoes (see group (ix). 

The comments included above in respect of Group (xi) apply also to 
this group of vegetables, The relevant details relating to production 
utilization and consur.J.ption per head are shorm in the two tables following. 
Consu,'1lption per heed of this group in totr~l h:- s increased since 1943. 

TABLE XXIX : PRODQ,QTICN LND .... llrILIZLTION....QF eTHER ~Tl1DLES (0.): 

1QSTF:,LI[1. 
(Unit : 1000 tons.) 

Par tii c u 1 a r s 
I Average 
,1936"'37 to 1945 1946 1946-47(e) 1947 (e) - - 19'3a::l2 -

~SH ...... -
Net Change in Stocks (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) 
Production (b) 340.7 324.4 (f)289.9 289.9 

IotalS~~ (b) 340 .. 7 324.4 (f)289.9 289.9 

Exports (incl. Shipsl Stores) (b) - 8.6 (f) 9.1 9.1 
Services (b) 23.6 2.6 (c) (c) 
Miscellaneous Uses (d) (b) 34.2 22.1 (f) 13.8 13.8 
Civilian ~nsumption (b) 282.9 291.1 (f)267.0 267.0 - -

CANNED 
- -

Net change in Stocks (b) .. (-) 0.7 ( -) 6.6 ( -) 1.7 
Production .QL 15,4 3.9 3.0 3.1 

Total SU;Q;Qlies (b) 15.4 4.6 3.6 4.8 
Exports (incl. Shipst Stores) (b) 3.3 1.5 0.9 2.4 
Services (b) 11.4 1.2 (c) (c) 
Civilian Consumption (b) 0,7 1.9 2.7 2.4 

DEHYDRATED 
- -Net Change in Stocks (b) .. - ( -) 0.2 ( -)0,1 

Production (b) _T 0.8 0.7 ... ... -
Iota;! SU;Q;Ql;tes (b) 0.8 0,7 0.2 ( -)0.1 

Exports (b) - 0.2 0.2 (-)0,1 
Services (b) 0.8 0.5 (c) ... 
Civilian Consumption (b) - ~ ... ~ ... 

(a) Vegetables other than leafy green and yellow vegetables, potatoes (white and sweet) 
~ulse and tomatoes. (b) Not available. (c) Included with civilian consumption. 
(d) Canning and dehydration and waste. (e) Subject to revision. (f) Year 1947. 



Tl~BLE ~ : SUPPLIES...QE_orHER VEGETABLES MGY,WG It!r.Q..QJSILIAN CONSUMPrION,: 
AUSTFJiLIA 

(lb. ~;tPer annum) 
- . 

Average 
Com mod i t y 1936""37 to 1945 1946 1946-47(0.) 1947 (0.) 

... -- J938"J9 

other Fresh Vegetables (b) 58~9 94cl 88,8 (c) 78.9 78,9 

other Cunned Vegetables '"' O"~_ t----- r--_ 0.6[ 0.9-+-__ 0.;;.,.7~ 

Total (b) 58,,9 I 94.4 -=-- ---------- --. 89.4, 79.8 79.6 

(a) Includes consumption by Services in I.ustro.lia; subject to revision. (b) This 
figure relates to 1943. In t11e absence of Cia ~a for the pre-'war period, donsumption 
is assumed to be the same as in 1943) for the purpose of nutY'.Lent calculations. 
(c) Year 1947. 

-

-

(xiii) ~n Product,§ "" 

The production of the principal cereal crops fcc' grain in Australia 
is 1946-47 was generally below the pre=wnr average, the exceptions being barley 
and rice. Preliminary details i:1dicate U-:c.t the production of wheat and barley 
in 1947-48 exceeoced that of any previous yenro D~tails of production during 
recent years in comparison with the average for five years ended 19S8-39 are shown 
in the following table. 

C r 

:uill...LE XXXlt L.EB..Ql?UCTION 0l~!},I$ FOR GRl'!)!L.t.AUSTEC.;LJ,t. 
(Unit I 1000 b~shels) _. 

Average -

0 p Five Years 1944-45 lW~5-46 194b-47 
ended 

.... _--- -- 19J.a=J.9 ---
19t7-48 

0.) 

Barley - 2 Row 8,4')9 4,188 91 581 10,558 18,300 .. 6 Row 841 
Maize 

1~293 
7r338 6,~W 

1~536 
' 5.729 

1,038 

l5~~~~8 
1,600 

30,686 CSt!) 17~J02 8, 0 25~774 
Rice 2$274 1,693 2,,735 2,978 2,667 
Wheat 154,325 52,880 _l~;4l0 117,262 220,000 

I - -
(a) Subject to revision. (b) Not yet avaLlable" 

Details of the production a:r..d di1ization of whl)at are given in 
cereal years in the fo1lovling table for U:e three years e~'lded 1938-39 and each 
year 1944-45 to 1947-48. The accumulut.ion of wheat due to war-'time Shipping 
difficulties and the need to expand production of foodstuffs led during the war 
years, to a greatly increased consu~ption of wheat as stock feed. Since 1945, 
however, the quantity of wheat availabie for stock feed has been restricted to 
about 25 million bushels which has permitted a corresponding increase in exports. 
It is anticipated that exports of wheat and flour in terms of wheat during 
1947-48 wll1exceed th0 average for the three years ended 30th November, 1939 
by 37.5 per cent. 

I£ill1LXXX.-ll...!..1:E91,)UCTLON AND JJ1')LI4£:II9!L OF WHEAT L.AUSTRLLIA 
(Unit : rvlillion bushe~ .- ~ 

Three years Y8ar ended 30th November 
Average ~ 

Par tic u 1 a r s ended 30th '-:------=-r-----r------.., 
November)). 1945 ~'146 1947 (d) 1948 (d) 

~ __ ~____ 1~~~ 
Opening StocksCinc1 flour as wheat) ,a) lC,14·-I----::7=7:"".'::::9+-- 11.5 20,2 13.5 
Production 1---1£4...~'Z 52 . 9 142 ..... ,4~_.-GuI;.I. ........ -+-_..;;:: 

,!,Qta1 A~i1a 1?1LSuAAli.§.,Sl 173 ~ 1 130.8 153.9 
_1173 2&Q...Q... 
137.5 2.33.5 1"------ t---.-

Exports - Wheat 75.0 6~1 19.4 
- Flour as VTheat 31e 8 1209 36.7 

12.0 ~ 146,8 
34.0 

Local Consumption - ~our as wheat 30,9 33.1 32.2 33.5 32.9 
.. Stock Feed 8~2 44.9 I 24.4 22.2 25.8 
- Breakfast Foods. 

etc. (b) 3.1 3.0 4.2 1.9 
- Seed 14~6 12.0 14.0 15.0 1~.0 

Balance retained on farms (excl,seed) (c) 7.2J1 4.0 3.1 1.9 
Closing Stocks(incl.f1our as 'wheat) ~~! . 1:L.5 , 20.2 13,5 9.2 

Total Disoosa1s and Stocks r--' 175 0 1 -1--.130.8 I ~5).9 I l37~ ~33.5 
(a) Aver~g~ of opening 9r closing stocks ~or each.of the thrge.years. (b) Included with 
flo-ur c ,cJ Included wlth stock feed 0 l.d) SubJect to revlslo:lo 



TL.BLE m : SUPPLIES...QE...QlHER VEG~~S M~G INTO QJYILIAN CONSUMPI'ION: 
• ;30 • 

AUSTRALIA 
(lbo P;;'h~;a-per annum) 

~-------------------------------r----Avo 
Com mod i t y 

. rage 
-37 1936", 

_--t_=12,2, 8-39 
so 1945 1946 1946-47(a) 1947 (11) 

Other Fresh Vegetables (b) 58,,9 94,,1 88.8 (c) 78.9 78.9 

other Canned Vegetables ~ 0.3 0.6 0.9 0.7 

58 0 9 I 94.4 89.4, 79.8 790 6 -- ---- _.-Total (b) ---------------- ~-----------,----------
(a) Includes consumption by Services in .Australia; subject to revision. (b) This 
figure relates to 1943. In the absence of ciata for the pre""Viar period, consumption 
is assumed to be the same as in 1943. for the purpose of nutrient calculations. 
(c) Year 1947~ . 

(xiii) Grain Productg -

The production of the prind_pal cereal crops fo.~' grain in Australia 
is 1946-47 was generally beloy; the pre-war average, the exceptions being barley 
and rice. Preliminary details indicat8 that the product.inn of wheat and barley 
in 1947-48 exceeded that of any previous year o Details cf production during 
recent years in comparison with the average for five years ended 1938-39 are shown 
in the following table e 

PRODUCTION OF CEREALS FOR GRAIN : AUSTRi'l.LIA 
. {Unit: i 'Oc)()'b,;shels) -~ 

; 

Average -
C r 0 p Five Yoars 1944-45 1945-46 1946-47 19t7-48 

end8d a) 

- --- -- _l2J.fu:19._ 
Barley ... 2 Row 8. l'=·O ;;i-f' ,I 4,188 9)581 10,558 18,300 - 6 Row L293 I 841 1;,536 1,038 1 , 600 
Maize 7:338 6,~63 ; 5 729 5 ~8 30,b86 25~774 15,~ C8t,i) 1!t ('o~ ..... ' ~,u I':. 8, 70 .. 
Rice 2)274 1,693 2,735 2,978 2,667 
Wheat 154,325 52,88~142,410 117,262 220,000 

! - -
(a) Subject to revision q (b) Not yet available e 

Details of the production and l-,tilization of wheat are given in 
cereal years in the folloning table for the three years e:::1ded 1938-39 and each 
year 1944-45 to 1947-48. The accumulntion of wheat due tv war-time Shipping 
difficulties and the need to expand production of foodstufis led during the war 
years, to a greatly increased consumption of wheat as stoc~ feed. Since 1945, 
however, the quantity of wheat available for stock 'foed has been restricted to 
about 25 million bushels which has permitted a corresponding increase in exports. 
It is anticipated that exports of wheat and flour in terms of 17heat during 
1947-48 will exceed th,,) average for the th!'oe years ended 30th Not'ember, 1939 
by 37.5 per cent. 

!~_){XXII llRODlIQIION AND UJ21JIZJ.TJQLOF WEEAT : AUSTRLLJ;A 
(Unit : M:i.llion bushe~ - < .-~ .. -... 

Average 
Year ended 30th November T!lree yea:rs 

Par tic u 1 a r s ended 30tl1 
Novenber ll 1945 ~.:~46 1947 (d) 1948 (d) 
123:~_ -Ope ning Stocks(incl flour as wheat) . (a) 10,,4 77.9 11.5 20.2 13.5 

Pro duction _--1f?AL.'Z 52.9 14-..... 4. 117.3 2~ 
Total Available SUPRIJ~~ 17~.1 130.8 1.53.9 137.5 233.5 _.-

Exp orts - Wheat 75.0 6~1 19.4 12.0 ~ 146.8 
- Flour as Wheat 31;8 12 09 36.7 34.0 

Loc al Consumption .. Flour as wheat 30(9 33.1 32.2 33.5 32.9 
... Stock Feed 8,,2 44.9 24.4 22.2 25.8 
- Breakfast Foods, 

etc~ (b) 3.1 3.0 4.2 1.9 
- Seed 14,,6 12.0; 14.0 15.0 l~.O 

Balance retained on farms (exel.seed) (c) 7.2 1 I 4.0 3.1 1.9 
Closing Stocks(incl.f1our as iill:eat) L.!~) lL!.~6, 11.5 _ZO~2 13.5 9.2 
~ ..... Total Disposals a:qd Stocks .L l7.5.d..--L-J)Oo8! ..153.9 L.. 137.5 233.5 

~r~gc~ of opening or closing stocks ~Ot each of the three yoars. (b}-rnc1uded uith 
(,) Includod with stock feod 0 (d) Subject to revisio:lo 



Details of the production and utilization of tho principal products 
from whent and othdr ceroals are shown in the follov-ling tc.blc. 

Flour production was maintained at the high level of 1,332,100 tons 
of 2240 lb. in 1947 this being only slightly below tho output recorded for 
1946 and 16 per cent. above tho average for the three pro~ar yoars. The 
quantity of fleur exported in 1947 amounted to 658,900 long tons compared 
with 705,100 long tons in 1946 and 575,000 long tons in tho pre-war period. 
Locn1 consumption rose from 574,000 long tons pre-war to 683,300 long tons in 
1947. 

Production of milled rice has remained fairly steady at a level 
slightly above that of the pre~1ar period •. By restricting locnl consumption 
(3,700 tons in 1947) to the requirerronts of essential consumers, mainly 
asia tics and those in hospitals, large quantities have beon exportod. 

Output of breakfast foods from oats and from wheat, in 1947 viz., 
22,100 tons and 20,100 tons respectively, although below,that of 
1946, was considerably above the pre""\mr lovell Particulars relating to the 
production of other breakfast feods nre not avnilnble for publication. 

TLBLE }fXXIII : PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF GRAIN PRODUCTS : AUSTR1'1LIA 
i 

(Unit: '000 tons of 2240 lb.) 
t 

• .3:1. • 

Par t i c u 1 a r s 
Averngo I 

1936-37 to 1945J.. 1946 11946-47(d) 1947 (d) 
1-- .193.8-39 : I 

FLOUR (INCLUDING vUlEAr.¥EAL FOR EAUNG) - . 
Not Chnnge in Stocks (a) ( -) 6,8 (+) 14.7 (-) 16.5 ( -) 10.1 
Production 1149.0 939.1 1398.3 1355.9 1332,1 

!,Qtal Supplies 1149.0 945.9 1383.6 1372.4 1342.2 
Exports (incl. Ships I Stores) 575,0 - 705.1 692.4 658.9 
Services - 86.1 17.4 (b) 

I 
I 

240•8

1 

(b) I 
Civilian Consumption 574.0 619.0 i ~61.ll 680.0 I 683.3

1 
ro-- - - ! 

RICE ~MILLED) I I - (+-) O. ~ I Net Change in Stocks (a) (~ ) 0.1, (~) 0,7 ( -) 1.0 
Production (c) 28.1 31.9 I 30.9 )30,0 28,5 ---

3i:8 1 Total SUl2Illies 28,1 30,2 29.5 29.5 - -
Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 14.3 7.9 23.2 25.9 25,8 
Services .. 20.4 4.0 (b) I (b) 
Miscellaneous Uses 1.6 I 1.0 .. ..I .. , 

Civilinn Consumption 12.2 I 2.5 3.0 : 3.61 3.7 

~AKFAST FOODS FROM OATS (OAIMEAL AND ROLLED OATS) 
- . -- - ---

Net Change in Stocks(c) (a) i' 

6.~ I 
(+ ) 0.3 ( -) 0.1 (+) 0.2 I 

I 

Production 17.2 I 26.8 24.6 22.1 
r---- I - ! -

T,9t.aJ. SUl2Illj,e§ 17.2 I 6.71 26.5 24.7 21.9 

Exports 1.9 I -\ 14.1 12.4 8,9 
Services .. 

I 
0.2 I 0.2 (b) (b) 

Civilian Consumption ---l 15.3 6.5 I 12.2 I 12.3 ! 13.0 
I 

BREAKFAST FOODS FROM mIEAT (INCLUD..lliQ VjHEAT~OR PORBIDVE) --....... ----
~--

I ( .. ) 0.4~ 0,21 Net Change in Stocks 
I (a) (+ ) (-) 0.1 I 

Production L 12.5 36.1 . 26.0 24,0 20.1 -
36.5 I 25 ~7 Iotnl SUl2IllieSl I 23.8 20.2 

1.2.~_, 
Exports - 0.3 0.2 0.3 

Services 10,6 1.5 (b) I (b) 
I 

Civilian Consumption i 12.5 25,9 ..:. 23.9 23.6 : ·19.9 
I '"-----

(a) Not availnble. (b)' Included vfith civilian consumption. (c) Includes imports. 
(d) Subject to revision. 



• .32 • 

Tho noxt tablo shows details of tho supplies of grain products entering 
consumption per head of population. Consumption in 1947 showed little change 
comparod with tho previous year but was generally higher than pre-war. Total 
consumption por head of the group in 1947 was 217.1 lb., compared with 216.1 lb • 

. in 1946, and 204.4 lb. pre~ar. Sinco the pre-vlar period there has been a decline 
in the consumption of oatmoal which has been more than offset by increased 
consumption of breakfast foods from wheat, mainly prepared foeds. 

The importation of sago and tapioca, which oeased during the war 
years, was resumed in 1947. Consumption per head in the latter year was 1.3 lb. 
per hoad compared viith 1.2 lb. pre-rmr. 

TABLE XXXIV : SUPPLIES OF GRLIN PRODUCTS MOVING INTO CIVILIAN CONSUMPTION 
AUSTRALIA 

(lb, por head per ~nnum.) 

C 0 

Average ,--
m mod i t Y 1936-37 to 1945 1946 1946-47 (a) 

---- -- 1938-39 
1947-(£1.) 

Flour 
Rice (mil 
Breakfast 

led) 

Foods -

187.1 
4.0 

206,0 
0,8 i 

I 

201.9 202,5 201.9 
0,9 1,1 1.1 

Oats (Oatmeal and 
Rolled Oats) 5.0 2.21 3.7 3.7 3.G 

From 

Vilieat (including vTheat- , 
I 

meal £1.lld Rolled Whoat) 4.0 8.6 : 7.3 ! 7.0 5.9 
From 

From ~.aize and Rice Not available for Publication 
i 

ley 1.0 0,71 0.9 0,7 0.7 

aI, and Rycena .. 0.3 0,2 0.3 1.2 

Pearl Bar 

Barley Me 

Edible St arch (Cornflour) 2.1 1.2 1.2 1.3 1,2 

Tapioca, Sago, etc, 1.2 .. - 0.5 1.3 -
TOfAL 204.4 I I 

216.1 217.1 219.8: 217.1 ! - I I - . I 

(a) Includes consumption by Services in Australia; subject to revision. 

(xiv) Beverages:-

The items included in this group comprise tea, coffee, beer and wine. 
Particulars of tho production and utilization of boer and 'Hine are shown in 
the following table. The production of beer in 1947 at 131.1 million gallons· 
exceeded the pre-war level by 57 per cent amas tho quantity exported is small, 
most of this increase was available for consumption in Australia, Wine pro
duction also has increased greatly, the output of beverage wine (fortified 
aad unfortified) in 1946-47, viz., 13.1 million gallons exceeding the pre
vw e.verage by 56 per cent. This increase and the decline in exports of wine, 
~sed local consumption to rise from 4.2 million gallons pre-war to 8.2 
million gallons in 1946-47. 

t 



ll~XXX\T : PR0illl:C3TIO~L.AND UTIJ;I;~LTION O£ S2ER LED r-lNE : AUSTRLLlli. 

(Unit : 1000 ge.llons) 

• 33 • 

1945-46/1946-47(0)11947 (0-; 

~----------------- - --
. (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) Not Che.ngo in Stocks 

Production 83:>4.6.81103,350 108,392 1?81267 131,069 

12Lc 1, __ .....e'__ _. -_. __ ~!~ Imports 1 23 47 '- - --
!Qtal Suppli.Q..§ 

Exports (incl. Ships! Stores) 

Miscellaneous uses (d) 

Consumption in Australia (0) 

83 ~592 I 103 ~3511 108,393 128,290 131,116 _._--'-..,-.--'-'--"---"""' ... -~ 

550 3,750 1,029 717 

L,972 7,723 6,812 5 ]IlLI-

77,928 

L:-,C93 

4,679 

9/+,5791 99,671 119,538 123,587 
----------------------------------- ._-_ . ..>-_-----_. ---
----------------------- -------""-,--------,--
Not Change in Stocks (f) 
Production (g) 

Imports 

I 

( .-) ??8 , ..." ........ 

8 J /,4.2 

!.y0. 

('.)2"95~L 
I 7:25') 

.. -----

(+)2,258 
11)150 

-- ,-

Total S1illRlieq __ -.20,215t 

Exports (Incl. Ships! Stores) 3~911 1,555 

8,892 

1,791 

7j'101 

--
~)2,2l6 
13,136 

3 --
10,923 

2,726 

8,197 Consumption in Australia (0) , 4,2/ .. 5 I 8$660 . ______________ --<l._~_. ______ __.:._." _______ _ -,,---""---

(c) 
(c) 

(c) 

(c) 

(c) 

(c) 

(a) Subject to rovision" (b) Not avail8blo~ Soo footnoto (d).. (c) Not available. 
(d) Balanco figuro; includos boer Vlaste and Hllowanco for not ch&nge in boer stocks. 
(0) Includes consumption by tho Armed Scr7ico8" (f) IvloVDDcnt in stocks of Australim 
wino in Bond. (g) Production of boverage VJinC'~ 

Dotails of the consumptiml por hood of oach corrr:lOdity included in 
tho group are shown in the folloV'Jing ti'.blo" 

Ten rationing was introduced :Ln. Aus-croIia on 6t:1 July~ 1942 at the 
rnte of 1406 OZs pcr hoad por v:eek e The rn-:,ion rate ViC.S subsequontly increased 
on 19th October, 1942 to :2 oz" por I;JOok Dnd sti1l rOr;}ains at that level. 

Data covering tho consUI:lption of too. and coffeo are resod on 
civilian sales of imported supplies, as recorded by the Too. Control Board. 
These disclose that the consumption por head of toa: vms 6 0 6 1b o in 1947 
compared with 6.7 lb. in 1946 and 6 0 9 Ib" in the pre""1;mr poriod, whilst 
that of coffee was 1.1 lb. in 1946 ano. 1946-47 compEl.red I;Jith 0,,6 lb. pre'"'l;~mr. 

The figuros for boor consumption :coprosent tho ql.lo'nt~.tios on Hhich 
excise duty was paid, to which he.s boon o'd::3_od t.ho small quantities importod. 
Consumption per head of beer '~9.S 16 0 3 gaD_O"!::s (163,,0 1'0,,) in 1947 compared 
with 13.,4 gallons (134~1 Ibo) in 1945kl~6) and t~·.o ['~'ora go . of 11<13 ga1lons 
(113.4 Ibo ) during the throe years endeel 1938"".JC:;, rtostrictions wero p1ncod 
on tho production of boer in Austral:'a bctrroon I\:arch, 1942 and March, 1946. 



Tho consumption per hoad of 'Irino in .i'.ustr8.1iC'c 'iiIJ.S 1.08 gallons 
(11.1 lb,) in ~946-47 conparod ~Tith 0,96 gallons (9.8 lb.) in tho provious 
yoar and 0.62 gallons (6.4 lb,) pro~7ar. Tho highest lovol of wino consumption 
during tho war yoars Ylrs 1.28 ga~lons par hoad in 1942"'43, 

~ ~I : SUPPLIES OF TEA, COFFEE, EEEli AND nINE MOVING INTO 
CIVILIAN CONSUMPrION : AUSTR1\.LIA 

Com mod i t Y 

-(lb. p3r hoad per annum) 

0 !J.vorag 
1936-37 to 1945 1946 1946-47(£1.) 1947 (0.) 

________ , _____________________ . __ ~--~~23~n~-~3 9_ -
Too. 6. 9 6.5 6.7 6.7 6.6 

Coffoo 0, 6 1,0 1.1 1.1 (d) 1,1 

Boor .. Actual in gallons 

Estimatod wt. in lb. (b) 

(II, 

113. 

3) 

4 

(0) (12.9) 

(e)128.7 

(f) (13,4) (15.9) (16,3) 

(f)134.1 159.0 163.0 

riine .. Actual in gallons 
Estimated vvt. in Ib, (c) 4 

) (0) (1.18) 
(e) 12,1 

(f) (o.96~ (1.08) (d)(l.OG) 
(:r) 9.8 11.1 (d) 11.1 

(a) 
(b) 

~~~ 

- I . 
Includes consumption by Services in Australia; subject to revision, 
Estimated weight of a gallon of Beer; 10 Ib, 
Estimated weight of a gallon of wine; lO,31b, ' 
Year 1946-47. (0) Year 1944-45, (f) Year 1945-46. 

is...-RATIONING OF fOOnsTUJITp 

War conditions necessitated civilian rationing of certain foodstuffs 
in Australia. The supply to the United Kingdom and the Australian and Allied 
Services of maximum quantitios'of foodstuffs necessitated the rationing of 
Sugar, butter and meat, vlhile reduction in imports consequent upon enemy occu
pation of Java, necessitated the rationing of tea. In addition, other commodities 
including bacGn and ham, eggs, milk, etc., although not included in the ration 
scale, were subjected to a measure of control and were available for civilian 
oonsumption only after other priorities had been met. Cream also was controlled 
and supplies were diverted for the manufacture of butter except in the case of 
hospitals and certain other medical cases. HOTlever, the restrictions on the 
sale of cream were lifted from 11th November, 1946, but were reimposed on 
1st ITeptember, 1947. 

From August, 1942, all supplies of rice have been diverted from 
civilian consumption except in the cases of resident Asiatics and other prior
ities including invalids' and hospital patients. The production of beor was 
controlled between March, 1942 and March, 1946; this limited output for 
civilian supplies to an average of about 86 million gallons annually. 

The rationing of sugar ceased on 2nd July, 1947 and of meat on 
21st June, 1948, 

The ration rates and their operative dates are given in the 
following table for the foodstuffs covered by the rationing sOheme in Australia. 

!lillLE XXXV];I l RATIONING OF FOODSTUFFS_: AUSTRALIA 

Ration Amended Present 

Foodstuff Date Rate Date Rate Date Rate 
Commenced per head AlteJ;'od per head Altered per hend 

ner week mr week 'nAT' rreek 

Tea 6. 7. 42 1.6 ozs 19.10.42 2 OZS. - 2 ozs. 

Sugar 31. 8.42 (a) 1 lb. • - - (b) 

Butter 7, 6.43 t lb. 5. 6.44 6 ozs. - 6 ozs, 

Meat (c) 17. 1.44 2.25 lb. 26. 2.45 2.10 lb. 7. 5.45 (eh.84lb.~ 

(d) 17. 1.44 1.13 lb. 26. 2.45 1.05 lb. 7. 5.45 (f) 1.05 Th. em) 

(a) In addition special a.llowances ot' 12 lb .• per head in 1944 and 10 1bt.~r head in 1946 
vere made available for jam making. (bl Rationing of sugar cea.sed 2nd J' ,)1947. 
~e) Rate per person 9 years and overj (d) RatEj per child, under 9 years. e Rate per 
person 6· years Cc!)d) over as from 3rd une ,,191..6. tf} Rat§!:t;er child under 6 yeaTS as fron 
Jri~ Jm:o 1194£:). ~g Mea.t rationing ceasea 21st June, 1';148 .. 



,;;:;6 .... , --o:;S-.T ... AT;:;.,;I;;,;;S-.T,;:;,IC;:,:l;:,:;.L::...;.;Tl:,:.:,B:;:;:;:LE..§ SHOGING ESTIMf.TED §.!lfP1IES 

The data givon in the previous pages of this Report for tho yoar 
1947 hr.ve been based upon the statistics shmm in tho following table which 
gives for each item included in the fourteen groups covered, the supply 
position in Australia o.nd a detailed analysis of distribution, movement 
in stocks and the quantity consumed for tho year ended December, 1947. In 
cases where production is of a seasonal no.turo e,g, tomatoes, citrus 
and other fresh fruit, vegetables including potatoes it is not possible 
strictly to relate production and distribution to fiscal or calendar years, 
It has been necessary therefore to apply for 1946-47 and 1947 details 
appropriate to the seasonal period covered by both of these years. Foot
notes to the various to.blos indicate where these circumstances apply, 

It will be noted that particulars in respect of glucose and break .. 
fast foods from maize and rice are not available for pUblication. The 
concealment of these data is necessary in order to avoid the release of 
information which must be regarded ~ confidential. Allowance has been 
made for the nutrient value of these commodities in the appropriate 
nutrient tables. 

TIith the exception of fluid whole milk, beer and wine, particulars 
of which are shovm in ~,llons, 0.11 other commodities are recorded in units 
of tons of 2,240 Ibs. In those cases where this unit is not appropriate 
tho consumption per head has boen expressed in terms of common usage (e.g, 
fresh milk is sho~~ in gallons as a footnote to the tablel. 
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