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Symbols and other
usages

Phone inquiries

-Mail inquiries

Unpublished statistics

SYMBOLS AND GENERAL
INFORMATION

The following symbols, where shown in columns of figures or else-
where in tables mean

- nil or rounded to zero
n.a. not applicable

Some figures may have been randomly adjusted. In these cases discrep-
ancies may occur between tables and between sums of component
items and totals.

¢ about these statistics — contact Mr Chris Giddings on (08) 237 7483,

»  write to Information Services, ABS, GPO Box 2272, Adelaide, SA,
5001 or any ABS State Office.

¢ as well as the statistics included in this and related publications the
ABS may have other relevant unpublished data available. Inquiries
should be made to Information Services, as above. For inquiries
about other Aboriginal statistics — contact the National Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Statistics Unit on (089) 43 2192 or any
ABRS Office.
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PREFACE

The Census of Population and Housing is conducted to measure the
number and key characteristics of people in Australia on census night.
The Census is a valuable source for a wide range of demographic,
social and economic data about the Australian population, for sub-
populations within Australia and for small geographic areas.

This report presents a summary of the 1991 Census data relating to the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population in South Australia.
Included is commentary on demography, family structure, housing,
education, income and labour force experience for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people. Comparisons are made between different
areas within the State and with the non-Aboriginal population in
South Australia. Appendix A provides a range of social indicators.

Except where indicated, the tables in this publication contain data from
the 1991 Census on the basis of where people were counted on census
night.

Unless otherwise stated, the term Aboriginal is used to describe people
of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander origin.




How many Aboriginals
and Torres Strait
Islanders

Regions

1. POPULATION DISTRIBUTION
AND GROWTH

At the 1991 Census 16,232 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders were
counted in South Australia. This represented 1.2 per cent of the total
State population, and 6.1 per cent of the total Australian Aboriginal
population. Of the Aboriginal population in South Australia, 1,590 (9.8
per cent) were Torres Strait [slanders. Torres Strait Islanders in South
Australia comprised 5.9 per cent of the 26,875 Torres Strait Islanders in
Australia.

Table 1.1 Aboriginal Population: State Distribution

Per cant of Per cent of

Australian State's

Aboriginal totai

Number poputation population

New South Waies 70019 26.4 1.2
Victoria 16,735 8.3 0.4
Queensland 70124 26.4 2.4
South Auslrafia 16,232 8.1 1.2
Waestern Australia 41,779 15.7 26
Tasmania 8,885 3.3 2.0
Northern Territory 39910 15.0 22.7
Australian Capital Territory 1,775 0.7 0.6
Australia 265,459 100.0 16

In 1991 the number of Aboriginals in South Australia had increased by
1,941 (13.6 per cent) over the 14,291 counted at the 1986 Census. In 1986
Aboriginal people represented 1.1 per cent of the total State population
and Aboriginals in South Australia accounted for 6.3 per cent of all
Aboriginal people in Australia.

Data about the Aboriginal population have been included in every
national census since Federation. However, before the 1971 Census,
particulars of full-blood Aboriginal people were not included in cen-
sus results in keeping with Section 127 of the Constitution. Following
the repeal of this Section, the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) has
attempted to collect data on the Aboriginal population which are as
comprehensive as the data gathered from the rest of the Australian
population.

Of all Aboriginal people in Australia in 1991, only 27.8 per cent lived in
the capital cities. However, in South Australia the proportion living in the
capital city (the Adelaide Statistical Division) was substantially higher
than this (42,8 per cent). The only State with a higher proportion of its
Aboriginal population living in the capital city was Victoria (47.5 per
cent). Table 1.2 shows the extent to which the Aboriginal population in
each Statistical Division in South Australia has changed between 1986 and
1991.




Urban centres, localities
and communities

Table 1.2 Aboriginal Population: Distribution
in South Australia

Aboriginal people
as percentage of

Abonginal people

1986 1991 total population
Statistical Division Number Percent Number Percent 1986 1997
Adelaide 5,825 408 6,848 428 0.6 0.7
Outer Adelaide 283 20 379 2.3 0.4 0.4
Yorke and Lowar North 427 3.0 401 25 1.0 1.0
Murray Lands 1,174 a2 1,284 7.8 1.9 20
Scouth East 379 2.7 459 2.8 086 08
Eyre 1,262 8.8 1,472 a1 a8 4.6
Northemn 4,925 34.5 5,286 326 5.6 6.0
Total State (a) 14,291  100.0 15,232 1000 1.1 1.2

(a) Indludes Off-shore and migratory.

Of the 9,284 Aboriginals in South Australia who lived outside the
Adelaide Statistical Division, 5,286 (56.9 per cent} lived in the North-
e Statistical Division. While Aboriginal people constituted 1.2 per
cent of the total State population, in the Northern, Eyre and Murray
Lands Statistical Divisions Aboriginal people represented somewhat
higher proportions of the population. The proportion was highest in
the Northern Statistical Division, where Aboriginal people accounted
for 6.0 per cent of the population.

Table 1.3 shows the distribution of the Aboriginal population in the
urban centres, localities and communities in South Australia in 1986
and 1991. An urban centre is a population cluster of 1,000 or more
people while a locality is a cluster of between 200 and 999 people.
‘Communities’ refer to recognised geographic clusters of Aboriginal
people, generally located in non-urban areas.

After Adelaide, Port Augusta had the highest number of Aboriginal
people with 1,188, which was 7.3 per cent of the total South Australian

Aboriginal population.



Age distribution — a

young population

Few older people

Table 1.3 Aboriginal People in Urban Centres, Localities
and Communities, 1986 and 1991

1986 Census 1931 Census

Urban centre/

locality/community Males Females Persons Males Females Persons
Adelaide 2,718 2,976 5692 3,195 3,492 6,687
Amata 143 134 277 198 176 374
Barmera 33 24 57 18 25 43
Berri 49 44 93 48 53 101

Caduna 182 221 403 190 215 405
Clare 17 17 34 7 11 18
Coober Pedy (a) 118 128 244 71 g3 184
Crystal Brook 19 1 30 10 12 22
Davenport 76 80 156 74 84 158
Emabelia (Pukatja) 183 184 385 234 237 471

Fregon (Aparawatatja) 149 19 268 172 138 310
Gawler 19 30 48 53 80 113
Gerard 77 59 138 54 50 104
Goolwa 13 20 33 14 18 a0
Hawker 14 28 42 10 14 24
Indulkana 108 130 238 154 163 7
Kenmore Park (Yunyarinyi) 29 37 68 27 33 80
Koonibba 47 49 98 &1 78 137
Leigh Creek 25 31 56 18 28 47
Loxton 17 15 a2z 20 15 35
Maitland 17 22 3 15 18 33
Mannum 17 20 37 24 18 42

Maningie 24 28 52 43 40 83
Milticent 34 31 65 38 24 62
Mimili 72 73 145 101 112 213
Mintabie 25 24 48 12 9 21

Mount Barker 9 14 23 15 17 32
Mount Gambier 57 74 131 71 97 168
Murputja n.a. n.a. n.a. 47 37 84
Murray Bridge 132 168 208 167 178 345
Naracoorie 29 24 53 28 23 51

Nepabunna 47 44 91 60 41 101

QOodnadatta {Dunjiba) 45 49 94 62 71 133

Patarborough 22 18 40 30 18 46
Pipalyatjarra 50 52 102 67 77 44
Point Pearce 92 90 182 70 83 133
Port Augusta (b) 599 860 1,259 554 634 1,188
Port Linceln 193 201 394 221 245 466
Port Pirie 57 67 124 75 77 152
Quorn a5 47 g2 47 68 115
Raukkan (Point McLeay) 55 59 114 60 64 124
Renmark 21 22 43 22 23 45
Tailem Bend 17 18 35 13 15 28
Umoona 48 40 86 66 53 119
Victor Harbor 16 18 34 12 22 34

Whyalla 250 265 515 182 211 393
Yalata 116 105 221 166 145 31

{(a) Exdudes Umoona. (b) Excludes Davenport.

The age structure of the Aboriginal population differed greatly from
that of the non-Aboriginal population. The proportion of Aboriginal
people under 15 years of age was 39.1 per cent, compared with 21.0 per
cent for the non—Aboriginal population. Only 6.9 per cent of non-Abo-
riginal people were aged 0 to 4 years, compared with 14.5 per cent of
Aboriginal people.

In the older age groups the differences were even more striking. Only
6.1 per cent of Aboriginal people in South Australia were aged 55 years
and over, while the proportion of non-Aboriginal people in this age
group was 21.7 per cent.
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Figure 1.3 Aged 55 Years and Over
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Internal migration

The proportion of the Aboriginal population aged 0 to 4 years was very
similar in each of the Statistical Divisions in South Australia. There was
more variation in the proportions of Aboriginal people aged 55 years
and over ranging from 4.4 per cent in the Murray Lands Statistical
Division to 8.2 per cent in the Outer Adelaide Statistical Division.

The 1991 Census included a question asking people to provide their
usual address five years ago. Of Aboriginal people in South Australia,
47.1 per cent reported a different address five years ago, compared
with 39.5 per cent of non-Aboriginal people. This compares with 45.0
per cent of all Aboriginal people in Australia, and 43.0 per cent of the
non-Aboriginal Australian population.

Of those Aboriginal people in South Australia who reported a different
address five years ago, 80.3 per cent had moved within South Australia
and 28.5 per cent had moved within the same statistical local area. This
pattern was very similar to the non-Aboriginal population in which
81.5 per cent of people who reported a different address five years ago
moved within South Australia and 26.9 per cent had moved within the
samne statistical local area.

Greater differences between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people
existed, however, when comparing those whose reported address five
years ago was not in South Australia. Of those Aboriginal people who
moved from outside South Australia, the most frequently reported State or
Territory from which people moved was the Northern Territory (29.4 per
cent). In contrast, non—Aboriginal people with a Northern Territory ad-
dress five years ago comprised only 10.5 per cent of those with an ad-
dress outside South Australia. New South Wales was the most
commonly reported State of residence for non-Aboriginals giving an
address outside South Australia five years ago.



Multi—family
households

Few living alone

2. FAMILIES AND HOUSING

The Census Form includes a question about each person’s relationship
to the first person enumerated on the form. Responses to this question
are used to classify the family and household type of the people in-
cluded in the household.

The Census classifies all people living in private dwellings into families
and households. A household is a group of people who usually reside
and eat together. A family is a group of related individuals living in a
household. Non-family households are classified as group households
or lone person households.

Aboriginal families and households are those where person 1 (person 1
on the Census form is termed the family or household reference per-
son) or person 2 are of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander origin.

Substantial differences existed in the family and household charac-
teristics of the Aboriginal population compared with those of the non~
Aboriginal population.

Table 2.1 Household Type of Aboriginal and
Non-Aboriginal Persons

Aberiginaf Non—-Aborginal
Houssehold type Number Per cent Number Per cent
One family houssehold 12,450 76.8 1,143,940 826
Multi—family household 1,728 10.6 11,184 0.8
Total family households 14,188 87.4 1,155,124 83.4
Group household 425 2.6 42,752 31
Lone person houssheld 696 4.3 116,608 84
Visitors only 187 1.2 15,080 11
Not classifiable 89 0.4 13,054 0.9
Non-private dweilings e57 4.0 41,792 3.0

A major difference between the two groups was the incidence of
multi-family households. Over ten per cent of Aboriginal people in
South Australia were counted in households containing more than one
family, compared 0.8 per cent of non-Aboriginal people. A greater pro-
portion of Aboriginal people were counted in family households, 87 4
per cent compared with 83.4 per cent of non—Aboriginal people. Corre-
spondingly, the proportion of Aboriginal people counted in non—fam-
ily households was lower. The category of non—family household in
which this difference was most notable was lone person households.
The proportion of the non-Aboriginal population living alone was almost
twice that of Aboriginal people, 84 per cent compared to 4.3 per cent. The
incidence of lone person households was greater in South Australia in
both groups than at the national level.



Table 2.2 Family Type: Aboriginal and Non—Aboriginal
Families

Hougehold typea
Aboriginal famifies Non-Aborginal families
Family type Number Per cent Number Per cant
Onea parent family
With dependent offspring only 855 17.3 26,890 7.3
With dependent offspring and
related individuals only 143 3.8 1,595 04
With other offspring only 136 e N 14,166 38
With other offspring and other
related individuals only 19 0.5 494 o1
With dependent and other
offspring only 122 3.2 3,816 1.0
With dependent and other offspring
and other related individuals 28 0.7 185 —
Total 1,113 29.3 47,136 2.7
Couple only 600 158 126,372 341
Coupie and other related
individuals only 43 1.1 2,604 07
Total 643 16.9 128,876 34.8
Two parent family
With dependent offspring only 1,356 358 127,381 344
With dependent offspring
and ralated individuals only 162 4.3 3,227 048
With other offspring only 130 34 36,495 9.8
With other offspring and other
rejated individuals only 11 0.3 940 0.3
With dependent and other
offspring only 215 5.7 19,901 54
With dependent and other offspring
and other related individuals 65 1.7 598 0.2
Total 1,839 51.1 188,540 50.8
Other related individuals only 98 28 6,003 18
Tatal families 3,793 100.0 370,745 100.0

There were proportionally more one parent families in the Aboriginal
population than in the non-Aboriginal population. Over one—quarter
(29.3 per cent) of Aboriginal families were one parent families, com-
pared with 12.7 per cent of non-Aboriginal families. There were fewer
‘couple only’ Aboriginal families. Nearly 16 per cent of Aboriginal
families were couple only families, whereas over one-third (34.1 per
cent) of non—Aboriginal families were counted in this category.

The proportion of two parent families was similar for both the Aboriginal
and non—Aboriginal populations. However, there were interesting
differences within this family type. For example, only 2.5 per cent of
non-Aboriginal two parent families included both children and other
relatives, compared with 12.3 per cent of Aboriginal two parent fami-
lies. That is, amongst Aboriginal people there was a higher incidence of
families which did not adhere to the nuclear family structure of parents
and children only.



Families with dependents

Housing

A higher proportion of Aboriginal families than non-Aboriginal fami-
lies had dependents (72.3 per cent compared with 49.5 per cent).

There was some variation in the distribution of one parent families
with dependents across the Statistical Divisions in South Australia.
The variation ranged from 12.7 per cent of Aboriginal families in the
Outer Adelaide Statistical Division to 31.2 per cent in the Murray
Lands Statistical Division.

Figure 2.1 One Parent Families With Dependents
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The total number of Aboriginal families counted in South Australia
was 3,793, These families were counted in 3,579 private dwellings.

Nearly three—quarters (73 4 per cent) of Aboriginal dwellings in South
Australia were rented, compared with 28.7 per cent of non-Aboriginal
dwellings. In contrast, only 26.6 per cent of Aboriginal dwellings were
owned or being purchased, compared with 71.3 per cent of non-Abo-

riginal dwellings.

Table 2.3 Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal Dwellings:
Nature of Occupancy

Non—Aboriginal
Aboriginal dwellings dwellings

Nalture of Occupancy Number Fer cant Number Per cent
Owned 345 10.5 205,582 421
Being purchased 825 168.1 142,041 261
Rented ~ govt. authority 1,641 50.2 62,160 12.7

Other 760 232 78,100 16.0
Total rented 2,401 73.4 140,260 28.7
Total dwellings (a) 3,27 100.0 487,883 100.0

(a) Excludes ‘other /inadequately described " and ‘not staled’.

There was considerable variation across the State in the proportion of dwell-
ings which were rented. The proportion was lowest in the Outer Adelaide
Statistical Division (402 per cent) and highest in the Eyre Statistical Division

where the proportion was more than double this (87.1 per cent).



Non—private dwellings

Prisons

Figure 2.2 Rented Dwellings
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Of rented Aboriginal dwellings in South Australia, 68.3 per cent were
rented from government housing authorities. This was a considerably
higher proportion than the national figure (48.3 per cent}.

More than one—quarter (25.7 per cent) of Aboriginal households paid
less than $48 a week in rent and over half (58.0 per cent) paid a weekly
rent of less than $78. Of those households renting from a government
agency, 60.9 per cent paid less than $78 a week in rent, compared with
517 per cent of those renting from a private landlord.

Table 2.4 Rented Aboriginal Dwellings: Weekly Rentand
Type of Landlord

Govermnment Private
authority tandiord Total
Rent per waek Number Percent Number Percent Number Fercent
$0-%47 az7 19.9 23 383 618 257
$48-577 673 410 102 13.4 775 323
$78-8107 436 29.6 133 17.5 619 258
$108-$137 74 4.5 103 138 177 7.4
$138-8197 19 1.2 0 11.8 109 4.5
Over $197 2 0.1 7 0.9 9 0.4
Not stated 60 3.7 34 4.5 94 39
Total 1,641 100.0 760 100.0 2,401 100.0

Of all Aboriginal dwellings, 4.1 per cent were classified in the Census
as improvised (e.g. sheds, tents, and other structures of temporary ac-

commodation).

A higher proportion of the Aboriginal population than the non-Abo-
riginal population was counted in non-private dwellings (e g. hostels,
hospitals, prisons). Although the difference was not large (4.0 per cent
compared with 3.0 per cent), there were important differences between
the proportions of each group in the types of non-private dwellings
classified by the Census.

Of all Aboriginal people counted in non-private dwellings, 14.9 per
cent were in prisons and other institutions of detention, compared with
only 2.0 per cent of non-Aboriginal people. The number of Aboriginal
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people in prisons was only a small proportion of the total Aboriginal
population in South Australia (0.6 per cent), however they represented
10.8 per cent of the total prison population, despite the fact that Abo-
riginal people comprised only 1.2 per cent of the State’s total popula-
tion.

The category of non—private dwelling with the highest proportion of
Aboriginal people was hospitals (19.8 per cent). In contrast, the cate-
gory containing the highest proprotion of non-Aboriginal people was
homes for the aged (19.2 per cent).

Figure 2.3 Persons in Non-Dwellings
Proportion in Selected Dwelling Types
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3. EDUCATION AND LANGUAGE

Of Aboriginal people aged 15 years and over, 46.9 per cent had left school
before the age of 16, compared with 40.3 per cent of non—-Aboriginal peo-
ple. A substantially lower proportion (19.1 per cent) of Aboriginal people
than non-Aboriginal people (299 per cent) had left school at age 17 years
and over. In addition, proportionally more Aboriginal people aged 15
years and over stated that they had not attended school (5.0 per cent com-
pared with 0.8 per cent).

Figure 3.1 Persons Aged 15 Years and Over:
Age Left School
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The proportion of Aboriginal people who had left school before the age
of 16 years varied across different parts of the State. It was lowest in
the Adelaide Statistical Division (43.5 per cent) and highest in the
Yorke and Lower North Statistical Division (57.9 per cent). In most
Statistical Divisions the proportion was higher than the proportion of
non-Aboriginal people who left school at aged 15 years or less.

Figure 3.2 Left School Aged 15 Years or Less
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Qualifications

There were noticeable differences between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
people in the extent to which they participated in post-secondary educa-
tion. Only 12.1 per cent of Aboriginal people aged between 15 and 24
years were attending a post—secondary educational institution, compared
with 20.1 per cent of non—Aboriginal people in this age group.

The level of educational attainment of Aboriginal people aged 15 years
and over was lower than that of non-Aboriginal people. Only 21.3 per
cent of Aboriginal people of this age had post-secondary school qualifi-
cations, compared with 36.1 per cent of non—~Aboriginal people aged 15
years and over,

Table 3.1 Persons Aged 15 Years and Over: Level of
Qualification

Aboriginal Non-Abonginal

Numbar Per cent Number Par cont
Degree or higher 84 0.9 70,070 6.4
Diploma 215 2.2 57,386 5.2
Skilled vocational 341 35 110,235 10.1
Basic vocational 184 1.9 36,224 3.3
Inadequate description/nct stated 1,285 13.0 120,741 11.0
No qualificaticns 7776 787 698 752 838
Total 9,881 100.0 1,093,750 10¢.0

Of Aboriginal people aged 15 years or more, 0.9 per cent of Aboriginal
people had a Bachelors degree or higher, compared with 6.4 per cent of
non—Aboriginal people.

Differences were also evident between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
people when comparing field of qualification. Of those who stated
their post school qualification, proportionally more Aboriginal people
had qualifications in Society and Culture (17.8 per cent compared with
10.3 per cent). The proportion with a qualification in Engineering was
lower for Aboriginal people than for non—-Aboriginal people (21.8 per
cent compared with 28.9 per cent).

Figure 3.3 Field of Qualification
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Of Aboriginal people in South Australia aged 5 years and over, 23.5
per cent spoke an Aboriginal language at home. The proportion varied
greatly across the State. In the Adelaide Statistical Division it was 7.5
per cent, while in the Northern Statistical Division the proportion was
53.5 per cent,

Figure 3.4 Aboriginal Language Spoken at Home
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Close to half (45.8 per cent) of Aboriginal people who spoke an
Aboriginal language at home stated that their proficiency in speaking
English was poor (that is, they spoke English either ‘not well’ or 'not at
all’). In the Northern Statistical Division only 17.3 per cent of Aboriginal
people who spoke an Aboriginal language indicated that they spoke
English ‘very well’, while 52.8 per cent reported a poor proficiency in
speaking English. In the Adelaide Statistical Division there was a no-
ticeably different pattern of proficiency in English. There, 78.7 per cent
of those speaking an Aboriginal language indicated that they spoke
English ‘very well’, while only 54 per cent stated that they spoke English
‘not well” or ‘not at all”.
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Labour force

High unemployment

Low labour force
participation

4. LABOUR FORCE AND INCOME

The 1991 Census revealed large differences in the labour force charac-
teristics of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people.

Unemployment data collected in the Census are not strictly compara-
ble with unemployment measured by the ABS Monthly Labour Force
Survey (MLFS). The survey uses personal interviewers and a carefully
structured questionnaire to detemine labour force status. To be unem-
ployed in the MLFS, a person has to meet strict criteria about not work-
ing, actively looking for and being able to start work. The Census
collects information, in most cases, by self-enumeration using a series
of questions which do not cover these criteria. Consequently, in the
1991 Census as in previous Censuses, unemployment has been higher
than official ABS unemployment measures collected from the survey.

Table 4.1 Labour Force Status (Persons Aged 15 Years and
Over)

Aboriginals Non-Aboriginals
Employed 3,848 589,758
Unemployed 1.534 78,781
Tetal labour force 5,382 678,530
Unemployment rate 285 1.6
Not in the {abour force 4,335 403,827
Total population 15+ {(a) 8,717 1,082,366
Participation rate 55.4 62.7

{a) Excludes labour force status not stated.

The unemployment rate for Aboriginal people aged 15 years and over
was 28.5 per cent compared with 116 per cent for non—Aboriginal people.
The labour force participation rate indicates the percentage of the total
population aged 15 years and over who were in the labour force, that is,
who were employed or unemployed.

The participation rate for Aboriginal people (55.4 per cent) was lower
than that for non—Aboriginal people (62.7 per cent). In both the Aborigi-
nal and non-Aboriginal populations females had a lower labour force
participation rate than males.

Table 42 Unemployment and Participation Rates

Unemployment rate Participation rate
Male Femnale Male Female
Aboriginal 30.7 25.4 67.2 44.5
Ner—Aboriginai 128 10.0 73.5 52.4

The labour force participation rate for Aboriginal people was highest
in the South East Statistical Division (64.4 per cent) and lowest in the
Murray Lands Statistical Division (50.9 per cent). For the Adelaide
Statistical Division, the participation rate of Aboriginal people was 54.3
per cent,

The Aboriginal unemployment rate also varied between different areas
of the State. It was lowest in the Northern Statistical Division (22.4 per
cent) and highest in the Murray Lands Statistical Division (37.3 per
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cent). The unemployment rate for Aboriginal people in the Adelaide
Statistical Division was 31.8 per cent.

In all but one of the statistical divisions the participation rate was lower

for Aboriginal people than for non—-Aboriginal people. In all areas of
the State the unemployment rate was higher for Aboriginal people.

Figure 4.1 Participation Rates
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Figure 4.2 Unemployment Rates
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The majority of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people were employed
in the private sector. However, a greater proportion of Aboriginal peo-
ple were employed by the government sectors.

Employment
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Differences between Aboriginal and non—-Aboriginal people were also
evident in the pattern of their employment across different industry
sectors. Manufacturing employed 16.0 per cent of non—-Aboriginal
people, over twice the proportion of Aboriginal people employed in
this industry (7.7 per cent). Conversely, 47.5 per cent of Aboriginal
people worked in Community Services, which was more than twice
the proportion of non-Aboriginal people employed in this area (21.4
per cent}. Generally speaking, non—-Aboriginal people were more
evenly distributed across the range of industries whereas Aboriginal
people were more concentrated in particular industries.

Figure 4.3 Industry Sector of Employed Persons
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Table 4.3 Industy of Employed Persons

® boriginal

O Non-Aboriginal

Abonginaf Nor—Aboriginal

Industry Number Per cent Number Per cert
Agriculture, forestry,

fishing and hunting 143 4.5 32,206 59
Mining 21 07 4,009 07
Manufacturing 244 7.7 87,218 16.0
Electricity, gas and water 35 1.1 7.327 1.3
Construction 126 4.0 20,617 54
Wholesale and retail trade 330 10.5 108,763 199
Transpert and storage 107 34 22,523 41
Communication 36 L 8,491 1.6
Finance, property and

business services 140 4.4 57,638 10.6
Public admin and defence 271 8.6 28,544 52
Community services 1,488 47.5 116,756 21.4
Recreation, personal and

other services 192 B.1 39,554 7.2
Total (a) 3,152 100.0 545,645 100.0

{a} Indudes ‘other’ but exdudes not stated’.

Nearly a quarter (23.9 per cent) of employed Aboriginal people were
classified at the Census as labourers and related workers, compared
with 13.9 per cent of non-Aboriginal people. Proportionally fewer
Aboriginal people were in the managers and administrators or profes-
sionals categories, although the difference was less marked in South
Australia than it was at the national level.



Income

Low incomes

Table 44 Occupation of Employed Persons
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Abonginat Non-Aboriginal
Occupation Number Per cent Number Per cent
Managers and administraters 223 7.0 71,536 12.9
Professionals 314 g8 70,280 128
Para—professionals 208 8.3 41,968 75
Tradespersons 429 134 80,487 14.5
Clerks 438 13.7 84,503 15.2
Sales and personal services 358 112 84062 151
Plant and machine operatars 245 7.7 41,566 7.5
Labourers and related workers 766 239 77,186 139
Total (a)} 3,199 100.0 556,276 100.0

{(a} includes 'not classifiable’ and ‘inadequately described’ but excludes ‘not stated”.

It should be noted when interpreting Census data relating to income
that the question on income was asked of all people aged 15 years and
over. A significant proportion of those aged 15 to 18 years were still
attending an educational institution and therefore had a minimal in-
come. Similarly, many of those aged 65 years or more would have
retired and are likely to have had low incomes.

Figure 44 Annual Individual Income
(Persons Aged 15 Years and Over)
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Nearly two-thirds (63.6 per cent) of Aboriginal people aged 15 years

and over had an income of $12,000 or less per year, compared with less
than half (48.2 per cent) of non-Aboriginal people. However, only 7.8
per cent of Aboriginal people earmed over $25,000 a year while 21.3 per
cent of non-Aboriginal people were included in this income category.

The majority of Aboriginal people in each statistical division in South Austra-
lia earned $16,000 or less per year. The proportion of Aboriginal people
whose annual income was in this range varied from 68.6 per cent in the South
East Statistical Division to 845 per cent in the Eyre Statistical Division. The
proportion in the Adelaide Statistical Division was 69.8 per cent.



18
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APPENDIX B
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APPENDIX C

When collecting information in the Census there are a number of potential
sources of error that may affect the quality of the resulting data. Errors in
the Census may result from incomplete responses, respondent mistakes or
errors in processing. The counts will also be affected by adjustments to the
data to protect confidentiality.

For the Aboriginal population a number of special procedures are imple-
mented to maximise coverage and to minimise respondent error. These
procedures include the employment of Aboriginal people as community
coordinators, liaison officers and as Census collectors and interviewers.
A range of appropriate publicity material is also produced and used to
assist in explaining the purpose of the Census.

In remote areas, a separate and different Census form is used to collect
relevant data. This form is designed to address the more traditional life-
styles, sensitivity to some questions, and language difficulties in some
communities.

The overriding influences on data quality are the ability of the ABS to com-
municate with and to gain the cooperation of the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander population, as well as the willingness of Aboriginal people
to identify themselves as such.

When processing and classifying Census data, a category of not stated’
is included to cover non-response. In this publication, unless specifi-
cally stated or included in a table, the 'not stated” category and non—
responses have been excluded from the calculation of percentages.

The sources of Census output used in the compilation of statistics in
this publication were the Aboriginal Community Profile and the Basic
Community Profile for South Australia and the Statistical Divisions in
South Australia, and matrixes specifically produced from the 1991
Census final unit record file (FURF} Aboriginal sub-file.

The Aboriginal Community Profile is a set of 11 pages of information
(29 tables) available for each community and statistical local area in
Australia with 80 or more Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander people.
The Basic Community Profile contains 22 pages of information for the
total popualtion and is available for all census geographic areas.

All personal information collected in the Census is confidential. In statisti-
cal tables, to protect the confidentiality of information about individual
persons or families, automatic adjustments are made to some tables. For
this reason the sum of the components of a table will not always be equal
to the total of the table nor will the totals of similar tables be the same. The
automatic adjustments have a greater impact on cells with a small value
and as a consequence extreme care should be used when examining cells
with a value of 5 or less.
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References and related 1991 Census
publications

For definitions of terms and concepts used in the Census and in this
publication refer to:

1991 Census Dictionary (2901.0)
Other references are:

How Australia Takes A Census(2903.0)

1991 Census: Directory of Classifications (2904.0)

Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People (2740.0)
Western Australia’s Aboriginal People (4107 5)

1986 Census

Census 86 — Aboriginals in South Australia (2201.4)

Census 86 - Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders: Australia,
States and Territories (2499 .0)

Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People (2503.0)

Census 86 — Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People in
Queensland (2501.3)

Census 86 — Data Quality: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Counts (2602.0)

Aboriginal People in the Northern Territory (4107 7)

Unpublished data for other States or on other topics relating to the
Aborignal population may be available. For further information con-
tact Chris Giddings in the Statistical Reporting and Analysis Section of
the Adelaide office, (08) 237 7483.



23

APPENDIX D

ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER NATIONAL
STANDARD MARTIXES (2715.0)

Available for all States/Terntories and Australia.

CAD5001

Total population (Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander, other, total). Age
(0-4,5-24/single years, 25-64/10 year age groups, 65 and over, total).
Marital status. Sex (Male, female, total).

CAD5002

Employed Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders. Occupation (313
categories). Industry sector (Commonwealth, State, Local Govt, pri-
vate, not stated, total). Employment (Part time, full time, not stated, to-
tal). Sex (Male, Female, total}.

CADS5003

Employed Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders. Occupation (major
groups). Industry (divisions). Income ($) (0-5000, 5001-16000,16001—
25000,25000+, not stated, total). Sex (Male, Female, total).

CADS5004

Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders aged 15 years and over. Age
(15-64/10 year groups, 65 and over, total). Labour force status (Full
classification}. Income ($) (0-5000, 5001-8000, 8001-16000,16001-
25000,25000+, not stated, total). Sex (Male, Female, total).

CAD5005

Aboriginal/Torres Strait Islander families with dependent children.
Family type {(Parent and children, couple and children, parent children
and adults, couple children and adults). Number of dependent chil-
dren (1-7/singly, 8 or more, total). Family income ($) (0-8000, 8001
16000, 16001-25000, 2500040000, 40000+, partial income stated, not
stated, total). Household type (One family, 2 families, 3 families, other,
total).

CADS006

Rented Aboriginal / Torres Strait Islander dwellings. Weekly rents ($)
(0-77,78~107, 108137, 138197, 197+, not stated, total). Weekly house-
hold income ($) (0-96, 97-154, 155-308, 309-481, 482-577, 577+, partial
income stated, not stated, total). Household type (One family, 2 fami-
lies, 3 families, other, total). Landlord (Housing Commission, other gov-
ernment, other, not stated, total). Dwelling structure (Separate house,
terrace/townhouse, flat or apartment, other, not stated, total).

CAD5007

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander dwellings. Nature of Occupancy
(Owned, being purchased, rented, other, total). Family type (Parent
and children, couple, couple and children, related adults, parent chil-
dren and adults, couple and adults, couple children and adults, total).
Household income ($) (0-5000, 500116000, 16001-25000, 25001-30000,
30000+, partial income stated, no income stated, total).
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CAD5008

Aboriginal / Torres Strait Islanders attending an educational institution.
Age (04, 5-9, 10-24/single years, 25 and over, total). Attendance (Full
time student, part time student, not stated, total). Labour force status
(Employed, unemployed, not in LF, not stated, total). Sex (Male, fe-
male, total).

CAD5009

Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders aged 15 years and over. Age
(15-24/single years, 25-34, 35—44, 45 and over, total). Age left school,
(Under 15 years, 16, 17, 18, 19+, Still at school, did not attend, not
stated, total). Labour force status, (Employed, unemployed, not in LF,
not stated, total).

CAD5010

Total Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. Age (15-49/5 year groups,
50 and over, total). Language spoken (Speaks English only, speaks
other language and English well, speaks other language and English
not well, speaks other language and English not at all, other language
and English proficiency not stated). Labour force status (Employed, un-
employed, not in LF, not stated, total). Sex (Male, female, total).
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AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

Wing 5

Cameron Offices
Chandler St
BELCONNEN 2817

NEW SOUTH WALES
3rd Floor

St Andrews House
Sydney Square
SYDNEY 2000

VICTORIA

Level &

Rialto North Tower
525 Callins St
MELBOURNE 3000

QUEENSLAND
13th Floor

313 Adelaide St
BRISBANE 4000

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Level 1

Hyatt Centre

30 Terrace Road

EAST PERTH 6004

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Commonwealth Centre
55 Currie 5t
ADELAIDE 5000

TASMANIA
1st Floor

175 Collins St
HOBART 7000

NORTHERN TERRITCRY

6th Floor

MLC Building
81 Smith St
CARWIN 0800

PO Box 10
BELCONNEN 2616

GPO Box 796
SYDNEY 2001

GPO Box 2796Y
MELBOURNE 3001

GPO Box 9817
BRISBANE 4001

GPO Box K88t
PERTH 8001

GPO Box 2272
ADELAIDE 5001

GPO Box 66A
HOBART 7001

GPO Box 3796
DARWIN 0810

a

inquiries
Bookshop
FAX

Inquiries
Bookshop
FAX

Inquiries
Bookshop
FAX

inquiries
Beokshop
FAX

Inquiries
Bookshop
FAX

Inquiries
Bookshop
FAX

Inquiries
Bookshop
FAX

Inquities
Bookshop
FAX

For information about subscribing to our publications, please call our
toll free number — (008} 020 608.

(06) 252 6627
(06) 252 5249
(06) 253 1404

(02) 268 4611
(02) 268 4654
(02) 268 4568

(03) 615 7000
(03) 615 7829
(03) 615 7798

(07) 222 6351
(07) 222 6350
(07) 229 6042

(09) 323 5140
{09) 3235143
(09) 221 2374

(08) 237 7100
(08) 237 7582
(08) 237 7566

(002) 20 5800
(002) 20 5800
(002) 20 5995

(089) 81 3456
(089) 81 3456
(089) 81 1218
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GPO Box 2272
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Inquiries
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FAX

Inquiries
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FAX

For information about subscribing to our publications, please call our
toll free number — (008} 020 608.

(06) 252 6627
(06) 252 5249
(06) 253 1404

(02) 268 4611
(02) 268 4654
{02) 268 4668

(03) 815 7000
(03) 615 7829
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