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SOCIAL CONDITION.

The University of Melbourne was incorporated and en- rne univer.

dowed by an Act of the Governor and Legislative Council of
.Victoria, to which the Royal assent was given on 22nd Janu-
ary, 1853. = It consists of a Council and Senate, and is in-
corporated and made a body politic with perpetual succession.

It has power to grant degrees, diplomas, certificates, and

licences in all faculties except divinity. The Council consists
of 20 members elected by the Senate. It elects two of its
members to be Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor respectively.
The ordinary tenure of office of Councillors is five years, but
~those members who were in office on 7th June, 1881, have
a life tenure. The Senate consists of all male persons who
| have graduated doctor or master in the Un1vers1ty It elects
- a Warden annually from its members. Control and manage-
ment are in the hands of the Council. Council and Senate
conjointly make statutes and regulations. There is no religious
test for admission. The Governor of Victoria for the time
‘being is the Visitor, and has authority to do all things which
,appertain to Visitors. By Royal letters patent of 14th March,
1859, it is declared that the degrees of the University of Metl-
| ’bourne shall be as fully recognized as those of any University
~in the United ngdom Scholarshlps exhibitions, and prizes
~ are provided in all the principal subjects, the cost being de-
- frayed partly out of University funds and partly by private
bequests.' In the matter of endowment by private persons,
the Melbourne University does not, however, compare favour-
ably with others. There are three affiliated colleges, viz.,
T‘rin,ity,,'Ormond, and Queen’s. The Act provides for an
endowment of £9,000 annually for maintenance and manage-
ment. Additional grants are-voted annually by Parliament for
maintenance, and from time to time for building purposes.
There is a University Extension Board, appointed for the pur-
pose of imparting the higher instruction to those people who,

sity of Mel~
bourne.
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Abelng‘ neither children nor specialists, constitute the great bulk |

~ of the intelligent and influential members of the community.

This is done by the delivery of lectures, the inauguration of

. discussions, and the conduct of experiments and research.

The University buildings, together with those of the affiliated

eolleges, are situated in 106 acres of ground, in the southern

~part of .Carlten.

Matricula-
tion and
attendance

at lectures.

~ of the five years 18’98 to ‘1902 were:—

Degrees.

~‘The number of students who presented themselves for the
matriculation examination, the number that passed, as well

‘as those matriculated, who entered the Melbourne University .

as undergraduates, and the number attendmg lectures in ea:c‘h

I | | Students who iﬂazssaed the
I Number P resetrted for— Matriculation Examination.| Number
| . - © yMatrienlated |
Yeear 1 | and Number
A J | Less than | Ad%mg@d*&s a%tbetndmg
‘Subjects. '
1898 1,315 175 . 482 | . 423 117 601
1899 1,496 261 559 45°3 108 727
1900 1,479 320 443 882 101 | 647
1801 1,438 302 | 5l 450 137 | 584
- 1902 ._1,44_15 368 490 468 124 621
The number of candi.dates has decreased since 1899 |

although the number in 1902 exceeded that in 1898. Of ‘the
621 students who attended lectures in 1902, 122 attended in

Arts, 55 in Laws, 69 in Engmeermg, 255 in Medmme, 14 in

801en0e 106 in Mus1c

The number of degrees taken in 1902 was 122, all of
which were direct, as against a tetal of 633 for the four pre-
ceding years, or an average of 158 per year. The :direct

graduates numbered 602, and the ad eundem degrees 31 ‘im
‘the four preceding years.

. Of the total number of 3,359 degrees
conferred, 217 ‘were conferred on women, 215 of which were
direct, and 2 ad eundem; and 111 of 'which were the degree of

Bachelor of Arts, 47 Master of Arts, 27 Bachelor of Medicine,

and 25 Bachelor of "Suf’gery. The following table shows the

number of degrees conferred at the ‘University between the
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dm@ of its-first opening and the end .of 1902—the year 1902 and
the permd 1898- 1901 bemg shown sepmately e

I’rwr to, 1898: 1898t0 190 D'urhng 19024 Total.
Degrees, 5 , QE) " & { £
1 =2 = R IR - I < = .
A |5 & |EEI8|EES| A& |2 &
Bachelox of Axts: .| 620 |¥08; 7231189 4148 16|..| 16/ 775 (107, 882
Master of Arts .. e | 3251142} 466 | 81114} 95, 19 | 19 425 |155) 580
Bachelor.of . Medwmee 436 | 13, 449 |106/...]1061 27|...| 27| 569 | 13| 582
Doctor of Medicine ... 46 | 90! 136 [ 22 8/ 30| 9/ .| 9 77|98 175
Bachelor of Surgerv 331 | 2| 833|124 1 125' 28 " 28 483 | 3| 486
Master of Surgery = ... 6 . 6 L. 1 o2 | 26 9] .. 9
Bachelor: of: Laws 2871 9 2461 57...0 571 & .. 8 302 | 9 311
- Master of Lowws .~ .. | 42| 2 44 14,115 3. 8 59| 3| .62
Doctoy of Laws: 13 |20 33| 2. 2 .| 15 | 20, 35
Buchelor of Engmeermg 9r\. 2/ 93 19..|19/ 6.. 6/ 116| 2 118
Master of Engineering...| 46 | .. ! 46  17..|17 1L.| 1} 64 64
Baghelon of Seienece ... |- 12.| . 38 15 l@‘i; 161 - 1i.... -] 29 | 3| 32
Master of Science.. ... 7.0 T 4| 4] 1. ] 12.0 ... 12
Doctor of Science ... | ... | 2 2 1 1. 1 1| 3 4
B‘achelor of Music ... 3| 1 4 BB § O A 31 2 b5
Doctor: of‘Mn'sw " o T 7 T VU s I I 2t 2
Total” - ... 2,215 '3‘89I‘2,60‘4 ‘6‘02;3 6331122, ..1122/2,959 :420 3,359

The pz:esent system. of “free, compulsory, and seculam”
education came inte. operation: on the Ist January, 1873, the

~ Act haying been, passed. the. previous year,.and being now, Wlth,

The educa-
tion systena
of Victoria.

two, Amending Acts. passed in 1876. and 1889, consolidated

11.1 the “Educatlon Act 1890,” which im turn has been amended.

by Act No.. 1777, passed in December, 1901, Before the in-

| ception of the pnesenﬂt system, several different sSystems were.

tme(l. - Prior te 1848 education was-left to. private enterprise;
but. in;that year a dememinational: system was.introduced and
administered, by a. Board, subsidy being granted by the State.

Under that system,, rehglous as well as secular:instruction was

»~1npa,r‘«ted~ by the teacherss—the former being given according.
te the pzineiples of the. denomination to which the school

was-attached, the clergy of which. also exercised: control over

the instruction imparted. On.the separation. of Port Phillip

distriet. from, New. South Wales in 1851, a. Board. of National

Education, was established in the new Colony of Victoria “for
the formation and. management of schools to be conducted
~under Lord Stanley’s. National System. of Education, and.for
administering the funds.in, connexion therewith.” There were
thus two: systems. of education under separate Boards in opera-

tign, at the same time, which duplicate system:continued, in

foree until 1862, Wllen it was ab(@hshed as being cumbrous and
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costly. The “Common Schools Act 1862”7 transferred the
powers of both Boards to a single Board of Education, pro-
vided a limit to the distance between which schools mlght be
established, and fixed a minimum of scholars a school must
have in order to entitle it to State aid; it prescribed, moreover,
that four hours each day would be set apart for secular in-
struction, and that no child should be refused admission to
any school on account of its religious persuasion. Although
this Act caused some improvement, it was not designed to
abolish denominationalism, nor did it reduce the number of
small schools to any appreelable extent. It continued in force,.

. however, for ten years, when it was repealed by the present

Act in 1872. Under these systems, a fee ranging from 6d.
ta 2s. 6d. weekly was charged to all children except those
whose parents were in destitute circumstances. Under the
Act of 1872, education was made free to all willing to accept
it; compulsorv, in the sense that, whether accepted or not,
ewdence must be produced that all children are educated up
to a certain standard; and secular, no teacher being allowed to
give other than secular instruction in any State school build-
ing. Every facility is, however, afforded to the clergy of any
denomination to assemble any of the children of the parents
- who desire it in a school room and impart religious instruction.

Tain details In each school four hours at least are set apart during
S, €ach school day for secular instruction, two hours of which
are to be before, and two hours after, noon. Secular instruc-
tion, in the case of children over nine years of age, includes
the teaching of some recognised lesson books on the laws of
| health and lessons from some recognised temperance lesson
lompulsory books. Parents and custodians of children, not less than 6
clavses:  nor more than 13 years of age, are requlred to procure such
children to attend a State school at least two hours before
or after noon for at least 75 per cent. of the days on which
school is open. Non-attendance may be excused for either of
the four followmg causes:—(1) If the child is receiving efficient
instruction in some other manner; or (2) has been prevented
from attending by sickness, fear of infection, temporary or
permanent infirmity, or any unavoidable cause; or (3) is 12
yvears of age and has been educated up to the standard or has
been excused by a general or particular order of the M1n1ster
or (4) that there is no State school within 1, 2, 23, or 3 miles
in the case of children under 7, between 7 and 9, between 9
and 12, and over 12 years of age respectively. In regard to
the latter cause, however, in cases where schools are closed
through low average attendance or where the number of
children would warrant the department in establishing a
school, allowances are made by the department for the con-
veyance of children to the nearest school. The amount of the
allowance is 3d. per day for children over 6 and under 12 who



Social Condition. | 121

res1de between 24 and 3 miles from the nearest school, or 4d.

per day for all chlldren over 6 and under 15 who reside 3 miles

or over from the nearest school. Parents and custodians who

fail to make a child attend as provided may be summoned

and fined 5s. for the first, and between 5s8. and £1 for each
subsequent offence, or in default 7 days’ imprisonment; and
truant officers are appointed to see that the compulsory pro-
visions are carried out. There are at present 398 school dis- poards of
‘tricts, in each of which a Board of Advice is elected every three Advice.
years by the ratepayers in the district, the members of such
Boards Leing 7 or 5 according to the sme or importance of the
“district. The main functions of a Board of Advice are:—To
‘report on the condition of schools and premises, whether new

ones are required, and as to books, furniture, gymnastic ap-
pliances or other requirements; to suspend teachers for mis-
conduct, and report cause to the Minister; to visit schools,
record the number present, and its opinion as to the general
-condition and the management of the schools in the district;

and to endeavour to induce parents to send their children
regularly to school, to compare the attendance with the roll,

and report names of parents who fail to comply with the com-
pulsory clauses. The following are the subjects instruction gree o
'in which is absolutely free:—Reading, writing, arithmetie, subjects.
‘grammar, geography, history, drill, singing, drawing, ele- |
mentary science, manual training, gymnastics, and swimming

~where practicable; lessons on the laws of health and on
temperance previously mentioned; and sewing, needlework,
~cookery, and domestic economy for girls. For instruction in

‘other branches, fees are charged to the parents, and the teacher

‘is entitled to such fees if the inspector is satisfied with the
instruction imparted. The following are the extra subjects gxir
and the fees chargeable:—Latin, French, German, and paint- subjects.
ing, for which the fee must not exceed one shilling weekly;
natural science, euclid, algebra, trigonometry, fancy work,
-elocution, and shorthand fee not exceeding sixpence weekly;

and book-keeping and calisthenics, fee not exceeding three-

pence weekly; and such other sub;ects as may be approved by

the Director. The instruction in extra subjects must not be

given so as to interfere with the ordinary free instruction.

Yearly examinations are held to determine the teachers’ results

and the standard of education of children who present them- g, dara of-
. selves. The subjects are—reading, writing, spelling, com- education. .
position, and arithmetic; and any child under 13 years of age
~who wishes exemption from further compulsory attendance
may be so exempt on passing this test. Half-yearly examina-
tions are also held for the examination of children not attend-
ing State schools who desire to prove that they are educated
up to the standard. Male teachers are divided into eight classes
and female teachers into seven classes, there being no female
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"_teachers in the first class. (The salaries for males, excluding
‘pupil teachers, .range from £70 to £288, and those for females,
‘excluding pupil teachers and sewing mistresses, £56 to £138.
In addition to these fixed salaries, a sum equal to one-balf
the amount of each salary is obtainable by way of results;
the efficieney of the imstruction imparted by the teacher being
gauged by an inspeetor’s examination of every scholar who
has attended the school during any part of the two weeks

preeeding the wisit, the examination being restricted to the

free subjects. It was intended to abolish the system of pay-
‘ments by way of resalts by Act No. 1777, which provided for

the repeal as frem 31st August, 1902, of the provision: -con-
tained in See. 23 of the principal Act, empowering the
Governor-in-Couneil to make regulations for these payments.
A -substitute was provided by a -subsequeat.Act, which, how-
ever, was afterwards withdrawn. The repeal of the power
to make regulations for these payments did not affect the
validity of the regulations then in force, and these payments
are being continued for the present. In addition to the head
and assistant teaehers, there are four classes of male and
female pupil teachers, with salaries ranging from £30 to £60

and £24 to £48 respectively, and monitors are appointed,

males receiving £12 and females £10 per annum. Sewing
mistresses receive £30 yearly. | .

There is a eollege for the training of teachers, student-

ships entitling classified teachers who have passed the pupil
‘teachers’ eourse or pupil teachers who have passed their course

to free instruction on competitive examination. "The eourse

of ingtruetion in the Training College ineludes history, theory

Scholar-
ships and
exhibi-
tions.

-amd practiee of teaching, Emglish language and literature,

history of the British Empire, mathematies, Latin, and science.

~ Any person may collect, raise, or give a sum of money
towards founding -a scholarship er exhibition in econmnection

‘with any particular State school; and money or land, or both,
‘may be bequeathed for that purpose. /Fhere are 40 depart-
‘mental gcholarships, each of the annual value of £10, tenable -
for three years, open to 6th class scholars under 14 years, upon
competitive examination. The eonditions are that after the
award of scholarship the scholar shall at the next ensuing

session become ‘a student in one of the approved secondary

schools or colleges; shall eoutinue to attend, and shall obtain

at ’chegend of eaceh year a favourable report from the authorities
of the-same;and shall pass an annual examination in proof of

~his progress. The holders of departmental-scholarships under

17 years of age, who have attended regularly at an ‘approved

-secondary school or college for the preceding two years, from
“the authorities of which good reports have been obtained, and
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who: have pasted the matriculation examination at the Uni-

versity, are eligible to compete for twenty exhibitions-annually

awarded by the department. The exhibitions are allotted on
competitive examination in English, algebra, and geometry,
and any two of the four following languages:—Latin, Greek,

~ French, or German; the examination being on the basis pre-

scribed  for the preeeding matrieulation. KEach exhibition is
of the annual value of £40, tenable for three years at technical
schools, or for four yedrs at the Melbourne University. An
exhibitioner who passes four years. Wlthout failure is entitled
to- continue for a year extra.
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The f~0~11»0(wing' statement shows  the. progress as regards state
State schools, teachers, and scholars since 1872. The figures ﬁgggﬁéf-’s,
relating to the number of schools and teachers refer to 30th lars, 1875

to 1902.

- Jmme, and: those relating to.the namber of sehelars to the
fitaneial- ‘year ended 30th June; for the latest Vear‘? and to
‘the 31st December for all prewous years:—

Number of Scholars.
Yem Numben of .| Number of,|—— . EEnanstes ——

Schools. Instructors. ‘Enrolled during| In Average ) g;sr:;;gg

the year. Attendance. |. (estimated).

1872 S 1,049 2,416 136,05% 68,456 113,197
1886 1,810 4,215 229,723 119520 - 195,736
1890 - 2170 . 4,708 250,097 - 133,768 ‘213,886
1898 1,877 .| 4,018 238,357 134,976 212,164
1899 1,892. | 4,808 | - 239,732 143,844 214.522
1900 1,948 4.977 243,667 147,020 218,240
- 1901:2~ 2041 | 5,066 257,355 150,989 228.241

e e —— ‘ S e S

Increase of
schoolg and
scholars.

 The falling Off. ing.tbe.humber ,df’,schofolsﬁin 1;898, as com-
pared with 1890, was dueto the closing of a number of small
schools and the amalgamation of others. The decrease in the
schelars enrolled during. the same period. was entirely due
te:the men-chrolment simee 1892 of e¢hildren under 44 years
of age, and to payments for cemfvevan(,e being restricted to
those between.the ages of 5 and 13 Since 1898, however,
there has been an.amnual increase in thre number of sehools.
‘and a very satisfactory annual imerease in. the number of
scholars. There has alse been an 1ncrease in the number of
teachers to keep paee with the growing number of schelars.

¢
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it is seen that 16 per cent. of the scholars attending
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The following are particulars of the number and per-
centage of distinct children attending State schools, below, at,
and above the school age (6 and under 13) during the year

1901-2:—
Distinct Children Attending—
Ages. - Day Schools. . Night Schools. 'l‘otal.
Per- | Per- . - Per-
Number. cen:;ge; Number. | cent;;-e. Number. | cent;ge.

X .
Under 6 years o | 13,350_ 591 13,350 | 585
6 to 13 ... | 171,233 7579 ; 171,233 7502
13 years and upwards ... | 41,339 | 1830 2,319 1000 | 43,658 | "~ 19'13

Total 225,922 | 10000 2,319 lOOO 228,241 | 10000 -

The number of private schools, instructors in same, and
individual scholars in attendance in 1872, the year before the
adoption of the present secular system, for a number of subse-
quent years, and for the latest year available, was:— o

N vumber of Number of Number
Year (4th Quarter). hlslc;ngols. Instructors. Of»SIcr;g)llva;lg].Jal
1872 888 1,841 24,781

1880 643 1,516 28,134
1890 791 2,037 . 40,181
1898 945 2,440 43,926
1899 901 2,417 48,854

1900 884 2.348 48,483
1901-2 872 2,379 43,182

On compayring the number of scholars with the number-
attending State schools, as shown in the preceding paragraph,
school
during 1901-2 attended private schools, and the balance, 84 per
cent., attended State schools. . |

Of the 43,182 scholars attending private schools during
1901-2, 68% per cent. were at the compulsory school age (6 and
under 13), 10 2-3 under 6, and 20 5-6 per cent. were 13 and
upwards. As compared with the ages of State school scholars
shown in the preceding table, it will be seen that there is a
larger percentage under and above the compulsory age, but
a smaller percentage at that age. | ’

The following statement, taken from the returns of the
census of 1901, shows the number and percentage of persons
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(excluding Chinese and Aborigines) in the State at different
ages who could read and write, who could read only, or who

were unable to read:—

' ' Number in every 100
Numbers living in 1901. ~ living at each age
in 1901.
Ages. _ ’ l |
Able to - . Able to | Able to Unable
Able ¢ Unable t
“aand | veadonly. | read, |+ oWl jeadend read ') o
Under 6 years 4,811 5,287 | 146,796 | 156,844 | 3:07| 3:34 | 93'59
6 to 13 years 175797 8,046 11.251| 195094 | 9012| 412 | 576
13, 15, .. | 50,547 65 220| 50,832 | 99-44| 13| -43
15 ,, 26 ,, .. | 222,076 239 1,245 223,560 | 9934 °10 56
25 ., 35 . .1 187,879  288| 1512| 189,679 | 9905| ‘15| 80
35,45 ,, 155,206 650 1,994| 157.850 | 9882 41 | 1-27
45 ,, 55 ,, 76,489 1,120 2,350 79,950 | 9566 | 140 | 294
55 ,, 65 52,808 1,986 2,994, 57,788 | 91'38| 344 | 518
65 years and upwards 54,809 - 3,776 4,865 63,450 | 86:38| 595 | 767
Unspecified adults.. 1,647, 27| . 46 1,719 | 9581 | 167 | 2:62
Al ages ... 082,060 | 21,434 | 173,272 1,176,766 | 83-46| 182 | 1472
15 years and upwards | 750,905 8,086| 15,005| 773,996 | 97:02, 1:04 104
21, . ., |613018| 7936 14385 635289 | 96 49‘ 125 | 226

The number of children from 6 to 13 years of age includes
those children whose ages were not spemﬁed the total figures
exclude those whose educational attainments were not re-
turned, and in the ages 15 years and upwards are included the
- adults Who'se ages were unspecified.

The numbers of persons in every 10,000 of the populatlon Education
who could read and write, and who were unable to read, at 1501 and
| the last two enumeratlons, were as follow:—

 In 1891 In 1901.

At all ages . 8,318 ... 8,528 could read

Y 8.029 ... 8,346 could write

y 1,682 ... 1,472 could not read
Between 6 and 13 (school age) 9,380 ... 9,424 could read

s ” » ... 8769 ... 9,012 could write

» 2 ’ T e 611 ... 576 could not read
At 15 and upwards .. 9771 ... 9,806 could read

» 2 9,573 9,702 could write

w o e 229 ... 194 could not read
At 21 and upwards 9,728 ... 9,774 could read

9 2 e o 9,491 ... 9,649 could write

2 ’ e e 272 226 could not read

A marked 1mprovement is noticeable at all ages and in
regard to children at school age the proportlon entlrely
illiterate was only 576 per 10,000.
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Education Ai comparigon of the results:-of the censuses of 1891 and 1901,

ggﬁﬁ Yoo i every 10,0000 ¢hildren of sehool age, ie., between: 6:-and 13

and1901.  yéars of age, indicates that the educational attainments. ef

both. boys and girls had materially improved, as there were.
propertionately more children able to read in 1901 than there
were-in' 1891. This will be readily seen by an examination of

~the following figures:— | |

1891. 1961. o
rlgoys; Grirls.N ,BOT_‘}’S. Grrl’s.\
9,357 9,421 9,398 9,454 could read.
8,686 8,852 - 8,971 9,056 could write.
643 579 602. 546 could not read.

It is always a neticeable faet that in Victoria girls are
much more forward in regard to:the rudiments of educationw:
than are boys. Whether it is owing to the-fact of a cloger
application te lessons, of less distractions caused by sports and’
‘cames, or of guicker matural abilities, it is- hard to determine:
This relative backwardness of boys is net a.condition: peculiar:
to Victoria, but is just as noticeable in' the other States:

Edueation ~The degree of education of children differs somewhat
of shildren a6cording to religious: demomination, as will be seen by the:
sects. following figures taken at the cemsus of 1901:— ,

- Number aged 5 to 15 years. Proportion per cent.
Bfeligious Denominations. : R ALY,
__A b?‘i tQ Ab'e-to-- | Unable to A‘."],e to ‘ ‘Able rt_o | Unable :
read-and | d only ead. read and read - :
wribe: read only. read. write. only:. to read.

Church of England ... | 84,406¢| 4797 | 9,9t4 | 8516 | 484 | 1000

Presbyterian ... .. | 36.808 2,032°| 4,232 | 8546 | 472 | 982
Methodigt ... | 40,769 2,036 | 4,102 | 8692 4-34 8 74
Other Protestants 18,022 838 2,028 | 8620 | 410 970
Total Protestants .. | 180,005 | 9723 | 20,276 | 8572 | 468 965 .
' Roman Catholics ... | 46,468 2,849 | 6,258 | 8362 513 11-25
Jews .. .. Lol L0286 | 56| 79| 8837 | 482 | 681
“Residue L] 3657|198 | 497 | 8403 | 455 | 11-42
Total ... .. 1231156 | 12,826 | 27,1056 | 8527 | 473 | 1000

In addition to-these, there were 5,770 children between
the ages of 5 and 15 whose education was unstated.

Bducation At the census of 1901 the number of children at school age

ol ¢nl el e . . . . ‘

%% consae (over 6 and under 13 years) resident in Victoria was 197 , 104,

1901. and Qf these 184,200 were receiving instruction, whilst the
balance, 13,504, were not unéder instruction nor receiving. any -

edqcation whatsoever. There were also 43,353 children either
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-above or below the -school age, making a total of 241,057
~¢hildren under instruction. Of every 1,000 of these, T83 were
-edueated at Btate-schools, 33 at eolleges and ‘grammar schools,
72 at denominatienal schools, 63 at private sehools, and 10 at
unspecified ‘schools, whilst the balanee of 39 were educated at
home. Of the 13,504 at sehool age who were returned as not
receiving any instruction at-all, .4,608 were in Melbourne and
suburbs, 2,209 in country cities, towns, and beroughs, and 6,687
‘in rural districts. Of the children at school age resident in
‘Melbourne and suburbs, 6.13 ‘per eent., of those in eountry
towns, &c., 703 per cent., and of those in rural distriets 734
per eent. were not receiving instruction.

As a measure of the progress of education under the free Eecation of

compuisory, and -secular system, it may be mentioned that Zoren
9012 per cent. of children of school age (6 to '13 vears) and com-
-at the eensus of 1991 were able to read and write, as against Nith other
8769 at that of '1891, 8170 in 1881, and 65-60 in 1871, just States.
before the introduction of the-svstem. The percentage just
mentioned as being able to read and write at the census of
1901 (viz., 90°12) is eonsiderably higher than that in any other
State in the Commonwealth, the percentage being, at the 1901
census, 8442 in Queensland (Awustralian born children only),
82:05 in Western Australia, 82:00 in South Australia, 80:35
in New Seuth Wales, and 7877 in Tasmania.

Phe proportion of either sex who showed their want of signing
elementary education, by signing the marriage register with M
a mark instead of in writing, is given in the following table
“for each fifth year from 1875, and for the years 1898 to 1902:—

‘Year. - Men. Women. . Mean.
Per eent. ~ ‘Per eent. Per cent.
1875 . D48 943 7:46
1880 . 4:18 4:09 4-13
1885 256 . 2:62 2:59
1890 e 150 1°53 1°52
1895 ~89 67 ‘78
11868 e 73 062 R 67
1899 e ~85 e 68 - 76
1900 e 66 o 85 ‘76
1901 56 50 ‘ 53
1902 ‘67 54 e ‘60

‘Itwill be ebserved that in proportion to the total numbers Increased
married, a very satisfactory inerease has taken place during signing in
the 20 vears ended with 1895 in the numbers of both sexes writing.
-signing 'the marriage register in writing, in that nearly every
“year, as compared with its predeeessor, a smialler proportion
wof -persons signed with their marks. Since 1895, this pro-
iportion remained at:a somewhat uniform level, until the last
4wo years, when it was the lowest. It is probable, however,
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that the irreducible minimum has almost now been reached,
for a certain residuum of the population will remain illiterate
even under the compulsory system of education which prevails
in Victoria. This is confirmed by the results of the census

of 1901, which show that the percentage of malgzs. aged 21
years and upwards (exclusive of Chinese and Aborigines) who

could not write was 318, and that of females aged 15 years
and upwards, 3-23; whereas at the age groups 15 to 20, im-
mediately following the school period, the percentage was

-81 for males and ‘45 for females, so that the persons at all

ages marrying in Victoria were not only far better instructed
than the general popuiation, but were quite as well educated
as those who have just completed their school life. ,

Compared with England and Wales, Scotland, and Ire--

1lund, where the proportions signing with marks were 2-70, 2:37, -
- and 11-94 respectively, the elementary educational standard

is very high in this State, which in this respect occupies the

All the technical schools—schools of art and design, and
schools. of mines—are now under the direct control of the
Education Department, which' has devised and established a
scheme for promoting and directing secondary education
generally, by which schools will be recognized in certain

authorized centres only, and State grants restricted to certain
specified subjects which bear a distinct relation to the in-

dustrial arts and the success with which they are taught. In
the schools of art and design, the subjects taught comprise -
practical geometry, mechanical and architectural drawing,
perspective, model, and freehand drawing. The schools of
mines, which have been established at the principal mining

centres, provide both theoretical and practical instruction,

not only in all the subjects in any way connected with mining

pursuits, but also in the arts and sciences generally; whilst

a wide range of subjects is taught at the working men’s and

other colleges. In 1901-2, there were altogether 18 technical
schools in the State. Five of these afforded instruction in

science, art, and trade subjects; 5 in art and science; 2 in art
and trade; while 5 schools confine their teaching to art; and 1
to science subjects only. Five schools, viz., the Working Men’s
College, Melbourne, and the Schools of Mines at Ballarat, .-
Bendigo, Bairnsdale, and Stawell, are classed as certified
science schools, and are eligible to receive State school ex-
hibitioners. The Ballarat School of Mines has been affiliated

to the Melbourne University since April, 1887, the privileges

conferred by the affiliation, however, being restricted to
matriculated students. The schools, as a whole, had, during
the fourth term of 1902, an enrolment of 3,081 pupils; whilst
the fees per quarter range, in the different schools, from 3s.
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to £8 156s. The Government expenditure on all the institutions

in 1901-2 amounted to £22,958. Of this, £15 ,400 was the

ordinary Government grant for malntenance which was

supplemented by £1,365 for miscellaneous maintenance ex-

penditure; £1,655 was for buildings, furniture, &c., and £4,538

was loan expendlture on buildings and equ1pment "Of the

total amount, the Working Men’s College (Melbourne) received
£6,5633; the Ballarat School of Mines, £5,694; the Bendigo
School of Mines, £1,642; the Stawell School of Mines. £1,398;
and the Balrnsdale School of Mines, £1,248. These amounts
are exclusive of £1,702 mlsoellaneous expendlture on all the
téchnical schools.

In June, 1899, a Royal Commission was appointed to in-
‘quire into the mining, agricultural, trades, and art schools of
the State, and to report as to the best method of carrying
- on technlcal instruction in such schools; to consider the ad-
visability of the affiliation of the m1n1ng schools with the
University; to report as to the adoption in the State schools
of elementary instruction in sciences pertaining to mining,

‘agricultural, dairying, and manufacturing pursuits; and

generally to recommend what means should be adopted for the
better provision of a systematic course of technical instruction.
The Commission was under the presidency of Mr. Theodore
‘Fink, M.LLA. Many sittings were held, and, after the issue
of five progress reports, the final report was presented in
A’ugust, 1901. This report deals fully with the strides made
in technical education in Germany and the prlnmpal Enropean
~countries, and contains a survgy of the systems in force in
~ those countrles in the United Kingdom, the United States,
- Canada, Japan, the Australian States, and New Zealand. A
synopsns historical and general, is also given of the system
in vogue in Victoria. Some of the principal recommendatlons
made by the Commission are:—The establishment of State
contlnuatlon schools, in view of the need for some form of
preparatory edueatlon bridging the gap between the State and
technical schools; the abolition of the existing local councils
of technical schools, and the substitution of coemmittees
representative of the best educational thought of the localities
—such committees to bes represented on a General Council of
Education; the establishment in the suburbs of Melbourne of
classes to afford working tradesmen a knowledge of drawing,
.geometry, and other subjects applied to their trades; a liberal
provision for scholarships; the introduction of leglslatlon for
fixing the period of apprenticeship in different trades, and for

Technical
educatic i,
Royal Com=~
mission on., -

affording facilities for attending technical classes durlng the

earlier years of apprentlceshlp ; the appointment of skilled
tradesmen to supervise and report upon the instruction
afforded in trade subjects; the establishment of a Central
Technical Art School to afford instruction having the widest

E
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application to the various industries of the country, and of g
Technical Art Museum in connection therewith; the establish-
ment of systematic courses in commercial education, and of a
Sehool of Domestic Econemy at the Weorking Men’'s Colblege,
and the en@owagenemt of sciemee teaching. by the secondary
sehoels. |

Tag Workine Mex’s COLLEGE.

BY F. A. CampBELL, Ksq., SECRETARY.

" The \mGmg Men’s College is a technical institution and
School of Mines founded in 1887. It is opem to all classes
and both sexes, amd supplies high-elass instruction. Hs.
revenue is obtained from students’ fees, supplemented by a
Government grant. Over one hundred classes are held in the.
following departments:—Cemmereial, elocution and mwsic,
mathematics, engineering, architecture, chemistry, mining
and metallurgy, photography, art and applied art, rural
in’dusstriees) houselold economy, and trade courses. The-
work is divided into—(1) day courses, and (2) evening:
courses and classes. In the day courses, ‘the lower techa;l.kcal.
school prepares for the higher technical school, and also gives:
boys after they have left schoel a course of practrcal ’crammg,',
fitting them te enter mtelhgéhtl;y on any line of industrial
work. The higher technical schoel prepares students for the
higher positions of industrial life, and has the following com-
plete courses:—(1) Mechanical engineering, (2) electrical engin-
eering, (3) marine engineering, (4) mining engineering, (5) sami--
tary emgineering, (6) metallurgy, and (7) applied C@IS‘U‘}'
To students who complete any of the above courses, pass the
necessary examinations, and produce ewd,ence of having. ob-
tained twelve months’ approved practical expemenee the
Diploma of “Associateship” of the College is issued. |

In the evening scheol, the following courses have been
laid for Experts’ Certificates:—(A) carpenters, (B) fitters and
machinists, (Ba) marine engineers, (C) cabinet makers, (D)
plambers, (E) house decorators; (F) modellers and terra cotta
workers, (G) lithographic artists and draftsmen, (H) photo-
graphy, (I) electricians, (J) assayers, (K) geologists, (I}
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‘metall‘ui'gists The following ﬁg'ufes indicate the comparative
amount of work done at the college durmg the vears 1898

to 1902:—

 STUDENIS AT WORKING MEeN’s CorLrEcE, 1898 ro 1902.

1898. ]’899. 1900. 1901. 1902.

Students enrolled— | , |
Average per. term 1,786 | 1,943 2,100 2,162 2,364
Males over 21 . 437 459 482 564 455
,, under 21--*Apprcutxees &5 112 - 127 146 147
»y ~ Others 778 887 949 979 1,164
Females el 486 485 542 473 598
 :Fees received during the year £ | 3,273 4113 5,396 6,236 7,485
Average fee per student .. | 36s. 10d.| 43s. 6d. | 51s. 3d. | 57s. 8d. | 63s. 8d.
Number of classes 119 128 134 156 161
,  instractors L 44 46 49 51 53
‘Salaries paid instructors £ 82068 4,157 5,468 6,106 | 7,479

kit "

. The buildings of the Melbourne Public Library,
and National Gallery cest £209,063. These funds were pro-
wyided by the Government, as als.o were vfu:rther moneys ex-
“pended on maintenance, amounting, with the sum just named,
" “toa total of £963,658. At the end of 1902 the library contained
143,548 volumes (excluding duplicates). It is open to the
public, witheut payment, en week days b between the hours of
10 am. and 10 p.m., and was visited during the year by 331, 006
.persons. The hbrarv consists of three distinct sections, viz.:—
- fhe Publie Library, the Lending Library, and the Country Lend-

‘ing Library.
‘purchased, 1,945 volumes presented, 180 V@lumes obtained
‘under the “Copymght Act,” and 40,628 newspapers were added
to the Reference Eibra’ry during the year. The Lending
Branch, which is also free to the public, issued 167,847 volumes,
-extending over the whole range of English 11terature during

The librarian reports that 3,716 volumes were

Museums, Melbourne

Public
Library.

1902, and the number of persons to whom the books were

lent was 8,051. Of these volumes, 62 per cent. related to
fietion, 15 to histery, 6 te general literature, 9 to religion,
pﬁhﬂﬂsopfhy, natural science and art, 5 to arts a,nd trades, and
3 per eent. to social science. The numb*er of velumes in the
Lendmg Library at the end of 1902 was 19, 483 of which 1,957
were ad‘ded durmo the year.

_ Phe National Gallery at the end of 1902 eontalned 17,315

works of art, viz., 449 oil paintings, 3,470 objects of sd:atuary,

&e., and 13,396 Wat%er colour drawings, engravings, photo-

graphs, &e. It is opened at 10 a.m. and closed at 5 p.m. daily
E 2

Nationa
Gallery.
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(Sundays and certain holidays excepted), also on Saturday
- evenings from 8 to 10 p.m. The school of painting in con-
npexion with this institution was attended in the year by 8 male
and 21 female students, and the school of design by 12 male
and 42 female students. The students are encouraged to paint
original works, by which means it is hoped the foundation
may be laid of a school of art of purely Australian subjects.

Industrial - The Industrial and Technological Museum joins the
Museum.  Nqtjonal Gallery, and was opened on the Tth September, 1870
| At the end of 1902 it contained 55,162 specimens. It is opened

at 10 a.m. and closed at 5 p.m. daily, Sundays and certam

holidays excepted.

National The collection in the National Museum, formerly kept in
Husesn- g building situated on the grounds of the Melbourne Uni:
versity, is now located in the Public Library Bulldlngs It
consists of stuffed animals, birds, insects, specimens of\
minerals, and other objects of 1nterest which are entered in
the catalogue labelled, and classified, and is open to the public
free of charge on all ‘week days throughout the year, except
Christmas Day and Good Friday, between the hours of 10 a.m.
and 5 p.m. In 1902, in addition to presentations of value and
interest, purchases were made to the extent of £1,069. . The
payments for salaries and wages duung the year amounted to
£2,214.

Patent Office There is a free library attached to the Patent Office, Mel
Library.  hourne. This contains about 7,250 volumes, consisting of the
| ‘patent records of Great Br1ta1n Victoria, New South Wales, -
South Australia, Queensland, New Zealand ‘Canada, the-
United States, France Italy, Germany, &c., and other Works-
relating to Smence Patents and Trade Marks. About 400
models of patented 1nvent1ons may also be seen on application
to the officer in charge. The approximate value of the books
is £4,500, and the models £300. The library is open to the
pubhc on each week day, except Saturday, between the hours
of 9 a.m. and 4.30 p.m., and on Saturday from 9 a.m. unt11
© noon. -
Supreme - The Supreme Court Library at Melbourne has e-ighteen
 Library. branches in the assize towns. It is free to members of the
legal profession between the hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., except
on Saturdays, when it closes at noon. It is supported by fees
paid under rules of court for the admission of barristers
and attorneys.

| Free There are free libraries, athensums, or scientific, literary,.

Loraries,  or mechanics’ institutes, in most of the suburban and country

| towns of the State, and some of these institutions recelve
books on loan from the Melbourne Public Library. |
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'~ The Trustees of the Exhibition Building report that the
Teceipts in 1901-2 amounted to £4,154, consisting of rent £1,998,
Aquarium admissions £1,499, and sundrles £657; and the ex-
penditure to £3,899, viz., Aquarlum £1,340, bulldmgs and
or ounds——malntenance £1, Zb8 and improvements £190, general
»eharges 1nelud1ng salames pmntmg, &e., £1,015, and charges
in connex1on with letting the ‘building £66

Tere MELBUURNE BOTANIC (GARDENS.
By W. R. GUILFOYLE LSQ, DIRECTOR

The Melbourne Botanic Garden is s1tuated on the south
side of the River Yarra, and is at a distance of about a mile
and a half from the city. The area of the garden proper,
including lawns, groups, &c., is 88 acres, whilst that of the
lake, including the added. elbow, or bend of the River Yarra,
amounts to 12 acres in addition. This now historic garden,
gogether with the Government House grounds (62 acres), and

Aguarium
and
Museum in
Exhibition
Building.

Botanic
Garden.

~the Domain (150 acres), comprises a total of 312 acres. The

facts as to the commencement and progress of the establish-
‘ment, having been compiled from the most reliable sources,
are to be found in the new illustrated “Guide Book,” as pub-
lished by the Government printer in 1901-2, from Whth the
accompanying quotation has been taken:—

“The first site chosen for a Botamc Garden was an area of 50 acres, near to
‘where the Spencer-street railway statioh is sxtuated, and was selected by Mr. Hoddle,
Suvveyor-Geneml in 1842. Afterwards various other localities were proposed, but
finally, owing mainly to the discrimination and taste of the Hon. Charles Joseph
La Trobe, first Government Supermtendenb (afterwards Lieutenant-Governor) of the
Province of Port Phillip, a portion of the present site was decided upon for the
purpose. In September, 1845, Dr. Nicholson presented a petition, signed by three or
four hundred of the citizens, headed by the Mayor, praying for the immediate establish-

ment of the Botanic Garden, and the sum of £750 was thereupon voted—1845-6—for

its maintenance. The ﬁrst superintendent, or curator (Mr. John Arthur), was
appomted 1st March, 1846, and he at once feuced in a 5-acre paddock, that portion
-of the gardens at present known as the Anderson-street Lawn, s.op:ng towards the
tea-house on the edge of Lake, in which lie made good progress both as to cultiva-
~#ion and planting. Mr. Arthur, however, whose labours were much appreciated at the
time, died in January, 1849. Mr. John Dallachy succeeded Mr. Arthur as curator,
-and insured sueh good results thab, at the end of 1851, a progress report submitted to
the Legislature showed that, in addition to an extension of cultivated ground, many
kinds of exotic plants had been added to the collection, and also that the native
vegetation had received attention. The various shows of the Horticultural Society
“vere at that time held in the gardens. For several years prior to the retirement of
Mr. Dallachy, a scientific arrangement of plants in a part of the gardens was under-
taken by the then Government Botanist, Dr. Ferdinand Mueller (subsequently Baron
Sir F. von Mueller), who had accompamed the Gregory Expedition in search of
‘Leichhardt, the explorer. After the Baron had received the appointment as Director
{1857), Mr. Dallachy was re- employed for several years as a collector of seeds and
therbarium specimens for the gardens, and discovered many new and beautiful species
in Queensland. The Baron held office as Director until 1873, when, with the view of
«enabling him to give undivided attention to his scientific labours as Government
Botanist, he was relieved of control of the Botanic Gardens, and Mr. W. R. Guilfoyle
was appointed to the position. Since 1873 the gardens have been entn ely remodelled
by him, and their area extended by more than 30 acres.’
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~ When I took charge of the grounds, I found about 3,000
species of plants growing there, and these, having been added
to by me during the past 30 years, now represent 1o less than
14,600 species. Many of them are large and well-grown palms
in great variety, also arborescent as well as other ferns—as
for instance, several hundreds in the rather extensive “Gully.”
There are, besides, other ornamental and utilitarian plants,
together with a good-sized collection in the medicinal or herb-
garden. , - | |

A large “System Pavilion of Plants” was also formed,
classified in their natural orders, which, like the whole of the-
various collections im the outer grounds, comservatory, &c.,
have their labels attached—giving both their scientific and
common mames, and also their orders, mative countries, &c.

The “Museum of Plant Products” was formed some time-
ago, which contains many thousands of fully-named herbarium -
specimens; seeds in their seed vessels (or pods), fibres, and
woods, representatives of plants yielding either feood or
articles for manufacture. Both the system. pavilion and
mugeam are largely vigited by studemts conmected with.
botanical classes, in colleges and schoels.

It will be seen by the facts quoted that the Melbourne-
Botanic Garden has now had an existence of 57 years, and
as a favourite resort, has become increasingly popular, being-

attended by many thousands of people Sundays amd holi-

days, whilst being on week days much used by citizens and

others, including visitors from other ‘States, colonies, &c.,

Great Britain, and other countries. 'The various .groumds-
referred to are almest encircled by a much-used carriage way,
which, having been inter-connected, comprises the Alexamdra
Avenue, and the South Yarra Drive, and now make one wide-
promenade of 2% miles in length. o

The gardens of the Zoological and Acclimatisation Society
of Victoria are situated in the eentre of the Royal Park, on the-.
northern side of the city, and distant nearly two miles from
the Post Office, and can be reached by the tramcars starting
every few minutes, or by rail. The ground enclesed econtaing-
50 acres, rather more than half of which is laid out as a zoo-
logical garden and the rest in deer paddocks. The present
director of the society is Mr. D. Le Souéf. | -

Greater Melbourne is amply supplied with public reserves:
and parks, the total area devoted to such purposes being 5,3224
acres in 1903, as against 5,226 in 1899. "The following list of
these reserves, togethér with a statement of their respective-
areas, has been supplied by the Lands Department :-—
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*Municipality. Name of Reserve. iggg:
o . : Acres.
“Melbhourne City Royal Paxk.... 425
Y Yarnra . 155
- Prince’s: 97
T ey .o ].‘H,Wknﬂl‘“ ves i Chew ves 102
S .. | Flinders ... e 17
C sy Park (Model Farm) e 81
” ... | Botanic Garden and Domam 178
Y ... | Zoological ,, 55
e .o o Canlton 63
s Fitzroy =, 64
- ‘Spring ” 21
’ Flagstaft ,, ... 18
o Argyle Square. = ... i
. Curtain »s.  ewe 3%
2 ... | Darling 2
s .o f o daineobn -, 3%
» ... | Macarthar ,,. 1
9 Murchison ,, 1
39 Unxver51ty ’s e 3%
s University Grounds 106:
5y Friendly Societigs’ Gemunﬁs 25
Y Industrial Schools and Board of . Health.z | 47
Depdt ~
s .| MelbourneiCmek@t Groumd 9%
iy - Kast Melbourne - ;. 7
. Scotch College . 7
e oo | Beehmomd . Ty, 6 -
- ... | Carlton 5
oy . Parliament Resewe 10
Ly Ornamental. Plantah@ns Ve 5
» . | GemeralCemetery ... - - ... 101
oy . | Old. Cemetery . 8%
sy Military Parade Ground 5
| ... | Recreation (Browam’s. H:.ll) 7%
Nmth Melbaurne Town ... { Recreation ... 9%
_, Fltznqy Clty Edinburgh Pdlk 34
| Recreation ... - .. 7
vCol«hngwood Clty Mayor’s Park: 6
" Recreation ... ... 7
o, Darling;Gandens- - .., 16
| Ly Victoria Park: 10
+Richmond City... Richmond Park. . 156
L ey, » Hort:cultural: Gandens 33
" Barkly Square 7
ST Municipal Reserve .... Y
Northcote Town Jika Park e - 143
*Boutly Melbourne City Albert Park ( part 0¢ 464
. St. Vincent Gd!‘d&ﬂ& TF
ay - 2 . Ornam ental Plant.aaﬁmnss _ v
sy ... | Cricket and Recreation. (Warehousemen s) 8
i Port Meelbourne Town ... | CricketGround | %
wo o Park angd Garddn. | 52
| Ornamental Plantations 1;
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Total

Municipality. "Name of Reserve. Area.
o Acres.
- Prahran City ... -<e.. | Victoria Gardens 4
' . e .. | Garders (Grattan-street) 2
St. Kilda City ... - St. Kilda Gardens ... 16
’ Albert Park (part of) 106
’s Recreatlon 54
»» 7 11
¥ b3 15%
’ .. o (Dfmdenong Road) - 223
b tae : Cemetexy . : . 20
Bno‘bton Town Elsternwick Park - 85
’s- .. | Recreation (Elster nwick) 145
" . | Beach Park e e 67
Essendon Town.. Re(})‘E‘ItiOll 103
: 1
9 e . oo 4
y Agrlcultnral Soc ety’s Yards . 30
s Queen’s Park e 18
Water Reserve . 11%
Flemmgton and Kensmg~ | Racecourse 301
ton Borough | L
Recreation ... 52 -
Hawthorn City ’s 15
Kew Borough ... Studley Park 203
Kew Borough ... Lunatic Asylum - -384
” Cemetery - 31
. Recreation ' 16
Footserav City ... Public Gardens and Remextlon - 107
i
2 s : .-4
» Crlcket‘ Ground, &e. ... 53
s . | Recreation (Yarraville) 5
» e : ’ (Footscray West) ... 15
Williamstown Town Park . e - 36
[} » . - _2() S
’ Recreatxon - 9%
’e . ' ‘Beach Park . U 20
» . | Cemetery ... 15 ¢
o Rifle Range .. S 332
v Cricket Glound S (3 *
’ Public Garden ‘ . 8L
- Recreation (Newpmt) - 13
| Malve1 n Town ... Park and Garden -8 |
v Recreation ... 4i-
’ Park and Garden (Wavelley) 16
Caulfield Town... Racecourse ... - 144
’ Park. . 62
. Park (East Caulﬁeld) 17
» Recreation 18
Oakleigh Borough Recreation ... 8
' e Park and Garden 21
. Cemetery ... ... ... 10
S Yarra Bend Asylum 350
Outsidte urban  muniei- ¢ Camberwell Gardens ... 7"
palitles : Z Williamstown Racecourse 190

5,322%
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Friendly Societies are regulated under the “Friendly valuations
Societies Act 1890,” and amendments thereof in the Acts of
- 1891, 189€, and 1900, which, amongst other provisions, pre-

scribe that each society shall furnish returns annually to the
Government Actuary for Friendly Societies, and once in every
five years shall cause its assets and liabilities to be valued

to the satisfaction of that officer.

The fees for valuation have

purposely been fixed low, and average no more than three-
pence per member, the result being that, although it is com-
petent for the societies to employ outside valuers if they desire
it, as a matter of fact they very rarely do so, and all the
valuations are now made by the Government Actuary for

Friendly Societies, Mr. Evan F. Owen, A.LLA.
| ‘The following is an epitome of the particulars furnished

respecting Friendly Societies for the five years, 1898 to 1902:—

1898. 1899. 1900. - 1901, 1202,
Number of societies ... 31 29 29 29 28
', branches...| 1,088 1,105 1,111 1,132 1,148
Average number of| 86,369 91,213 95819 | 99,360 | 101,574
members | ' :
Number of members 18,693 21,083 18,007 20,832 20,708
sick | _—
Weeks for. which ali-| 160,611 165,616 157,235 169,289 168,830
. ment was allowed ' . o o
Deaths of members 931 993 976 1,036 | 1,023
©,, registered wives | - 481 442 424 - 398 427
| | £ | £ £ £ £
Income of sick and| 173,443 | 186,547 | 203,569 202,394 | 202,044
funeral fund ' o
Income of incidental 150,111 159,879 164,849 169,406 181,719
Total income .., 323,554 | 346,426 368,418 | 371,800 383,763
Expenditure of sick 146,505 153,519 151,226 | 153,478 156,024
and funeral fund o .
- Expenditure of ineci- 146,722 | - 155,057 | 161,934 167,579 181,260
dental fund | - - | |
Total expenditure 293,227 308,576 313,160 321,057 | - 337,284
Amount to credit of 1,183,156 1,166,184 | 1,218,527 | 1,267,443 | 1,313,463
sick and funeral fund - 1 | o
Amount to credit of 40,804 45,626 | . 48,541 50,368 50,827
incidental fund o o | ‘
Amount invested—sick | 1,059,374 | 1,103,433 | 1,141,678 | 1,205,151 | 1,249,809
and funeral fund | ' | c |
- Amount invested—in- 31,459 36,026 36,784 39,522 | 41,793
cidental fund , |
Total invested 1,090,833 | 1,139,459 | 1,178,462 | 1,244,673 | 1,291,602

of Friendly
Societies.

Friendly
Societies.

During the quinquennium ended with 1902, the number crowtn of
of members in Friendly Societies increased by 15,205, or by
about 18 per cent., the amount to the credit of the sick and

funeral fund by £180,307, or 16 per cent., and the total

invested by £200,769, or 18 per cent.

In proportion to the number of effective members of
Friendly Societies, the amount of sickness experienced in 1902

amount

Friendly
Societies.

Sickness

and death
rates. -
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was somewhat below the *avefaa‘e of recent years. The days:
per effective member for which ahment was allowed were equal
to an average of 116 in that year, 12+0 in 1901, 113 in 1960,

130 in 18@}9 and 130 in 1898, but the average was only 10- 6
during the fifteen years ended 1897. The death rate in 1902
was slightly below the average—the death rate per 1,600
menibers beimg 10409 in 1902, 1045 in 1901,1621 in 1900, ]3@ ‘92
in 1899, 16-82 in 1898, amd 1063 for the 25 years ended 1‘902

The occ-upatmms of the people in 1901 were ascertained
at the census. The various divisiemns of -employment, under

28 'heads, were:—

Males. Females. ‘Total,
Ministering to— | -
Goveynment, Defence, ete. .. 6,719 65 - 6,884
Religion, Chauty Science, Educ‘ttxon ete. ... 13,664 14,676 28,340
Board, Lodging, and Attendance 13,129 53,686 66,815
Dealing in— |
'Money and Real Property 10,039 2,760 12,799
Art and Mechanic Productions ... 3,720 934 4,654
Textile Fabrics, Dress and Fibrous Materials 6,374, 2,452 8,826
Foods, Drinks, Narcotics and Stimulants ... 18,217 3,428 21,645
Animals and "Animal and Vegetable Sub- 3,977 198 4,175
stances |
‘Metal or Minerals (other than those used for 2,044 162 2,206~
Fuel and Light) |
‘Minerals, etc., mainly used for Fuel and 2,794 34 2,828 -
Light |
Engaged in— ,
General Dealing and Mercantile Pursuits ... | 16,091 4,446 20,587
Speculating on Chance Events 284 1 285
Storage 1,093 1,098
Transport and Communication 80,318 1,198 - 31,516
Manufacturers of — . _
Art and Mechanie Productions 20,676 1,748 22,424
Textile Fabrics, Dress and Fibrous Matemals 10,664 28,450 89,114
Foods, Drinks, Narcotics, and ‘Stimulauts 10,251 1,402 11,633
Animal and Vegetable Substances 5,281 85 - 5,366
Metals and Minerals {other than those used 14,315 88 14,403
for Fuel and Li ht) o
Materials used for Heat, Light, or Energy 1,085 87 1,072
Constructors of Buildings, Roads, Railways, 27,392 17 27409
Earthworks, etc. |
Engaged in Disposing of the Dead or Refuse.. 1,260 24 1,284
111-defined Industrial Workers (chiefly labourer s) 22,653 ‘855 - '23.508
Engaged on Lend or with Animals, and in| 140,149 24,998 165,147
Obtaining Raw Products from Natural .
Sources
Persons— |
Of Independent Means ... 7,242 2,824 10,066
Dependent upon Natural Guardians 208,279 444,931 648,210
Dependent wpon the State or “upon Pubhc‘ 7,701 ‘6,444 14,145
or: Private Support g
Occupation not stated (chiefly Breadwinners).... 3;522 1,415 4997
Total 603,883 | 507,458 | 1,201,341
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The number of breadwinners and dependents were:—
; Percentage.
Males. Females. Total. i
. Males. | Females. | Total.
| |
o o g |
‘Rreadwinners 380,381 | 144668 | 534,040 65 24 45
Dependents - 210,980 | 451,375 | 662, 15»5} 35 76 55
Total 600,361 596,0‘43 l 196 4:04:5 100 100 100
| | B

T:hxe praép@rtlon o& bweadwmsmers was 100 to every 124
dependents, which was almost the same as at the previous
census; when 100 breadwinners supported 125 dependents.
It will be seen, too, that nearly one-fourth of the females in

Victoria were returned as earning their own living.

Provision was made in the census schedules for ascertain-
mg the number of persons unemployed for more than a week
prior to the enumeration. The information then collected
shews that 13,795 male and 2,647 female wage-earners were
returned as 1dle at that time.

The: “Féaetories and Shops Aet 1896 (No. 1445) is an
important piece of social legislation, and is to be read in con-
- Jumetion with the “Faectories.and Shops Aet 1890.” A factory
ig defined to- mean any place in which four or more persons
other than a Chinese, or in which one or more Chinese are
employed im any handicraft, or in preparing artieles for trade
or sale; or any place in Wf‘hleh ome or more are employed, if
motive power be used in the preparation of such articles, or
where furniture is made, or where bread or pastry is made or
baked for sale. The expression handwraft ineludes any work
done in a laundry or dyewerks. Provision is made for the
registration of factories; and inspectors are appointed to in-
spect' and examine them in order to see that the health re-
quirements and other provisioms of the Aets are complied
with. A record is to be kept in every factory of the names,
work, and wages of all employés, and the ages of those under
16, The employment of persons under 13 is debarred, and a

strict limitation is placed on the hours of employment for

other young persons; and there are special provisions to guard
against aceidents, for the inspection of boilers, and against
the- employment of uncertificated persons to control them.
All shops, except chemists, news agents, eating houses, &c.,
must close at sevem p.m. on week days and at ten p.m. on
‘Saturdays; but municipal couneils are empowered to make
 by-laws permitting all shops of a particular class to remain
open later, or providing that sueh shops be closed for omne
-afternoon. in each week, on petition by a majority of the shep-

Bread-win-
ners and
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Proportion
of bread-
winners
and de-
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ployed,
31st March,
1901.
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legislation.
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keepers of the same class; but the Act provides that all shop
assistants shall have a half-holiday in each week. The work-
ing hours of Chinese are specially restricted, in order to try
Wages to prevent or lessen unfair competition. The most 1mp0rtar}t
Boards. provision, however, which is provided in the Act of 1896, is
in regard to the formation of Boards to fix the rates _of wages.
and piecework in various trades, for which purpose it is pro-
vided that, to determine the lowest prices or rates to be paid,
the Governor-in-Council may appoint special Boards consisting
of from four to ten members (half elected by employers and
half by employés), who are to nominate some outside person
as chairman; or if no agreement can be arrived at as to such
nomination, then the Governor-in-Council shall appoint the
chairman. The Board so appointed shall agree upon the rates
or prices to be charged, and shall also determine the number of
apprentices or improvers under 18 years of age who may be
employed, and the lowest price or rate of pay; but no one
shall receive less than 2s. 6d. per week in any case. Several
amending Acts have been passed since the 1896 measure was
placed on the Statute Book, extending to many and diverse
occupations the beneficial provisions of the original Act. The
Acts continued in force until 1st November, 1903, and a Bill
was brought before Parliament continuing the 1896 Act and all
rnactments amending the same, until otherwise provided by
Parliament. This was subsequently altered amending and limit-
ing the duration of the Acts to two years, from the 31st Decem-
Effect—  ber, 1903. The Chief Inspector of Factories reports that deter-
camings. Ininations, made by twenty-nine Boards elected under the Act,
\ were in full operation during 1902, and furnishes figures show-
ing the increase in average earnings consequent thereon. For
instance, the average weekly wage for all employés (including
boys) in the bread-making trade was £1 12s. 6d. in 1896, prior
to the Wages Board being in operation, and £2 2s. 10d. in 1902,
when its -determination was in full force. Likewise, the
average wage of persons employed in the clothing trade in-
creased from £1 in 1896 to £1 2s. 5d. in 1902; the average wage
in the boot trade from £1 3s. 2d. to £1 8s. 3d.; and in the furni-
ture trade from £1 9s. 1d. to £1 19s. 6d. In 1900, the average
wage of persons engaged in the engraving trade was 36s. 11d.,
and in 1902, when the determination was in force, it was
49s. 10d., or an increase of 12s. 11d. In the pottery trade the
average wage was £1 8s. 1d. in 1900, before the Wages Board
fixed the rates, and in 1902, when thé determination was in
operation it had risen to £1 16s. 4d., or an average increase
of 8s. 3d. for each employé engaged in the trade.
Old age

ensions. An Act to provide for the payment of old age pensions
was passed in 1900. The minimum age of a pensioner is 65
years, but pensions may be granted to persons under that
age if they have been permanently disabled through having
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been engaged in mining or any unhealthy or hazardous occupa-
tion. The period of residence in the State required to entitle

a person to a pension is 20 years, five of which must be con-
tinuous and immediately precedlng the application. A person
who has deserted, without just cause, wife, husband, or
children, for a perlod of 12 months in the precedmg five years,
is debarred from pension rights. The absence of serious
criminal taint, to the extent of not having been imprisoned
for periods amountmg to five years during the whole qualifying
period of residence, or to six months or upwards in the pre-
- ceding five years, is insisted upon. Three convictions for
drunkenness during the preceding two years is a disqualifica-
‘tion. An applicant must be a British subject by birth, or a

naturalized subject of not less than six months’ standing, but

Chinese and Asiatics, whether naturalized or mnot, and
Aborigines are excluded. - Relatives may be summoned to
show cause why they do not support applicants for pensions,
and may be ordered to do so. Originally the maximum pension
was 10s. per week, but in the Amending Act of 1901 it was re-
duced to 8s. per 'week. The number who actually received
‘pensions -during 1902-3 was 15,167; 1,570 pensions were can-
celled, and 1,180 pensioners died durlng the year—Ileaving
12,417 pensioners on the 30th June, 1903. The following are
the amounts paid since the 1neept10n of the system on 1st
- January, 1901, during the last three financial years, viz.:—

In 1900-01 ... - ... .. £129.338

) 1901-02 .. T . T 992.432
1902-03 ... .. 215755

Total ... - o o £637,525

~ The following statement shows the proportlon of persons
aged 65 years and upwards to the population in the three
- States paymg old age pensions, also the proportion drawing old

age pensions, and the percentage of the latter to the former:—
Number in ,
Every 10,000 Persons. | Proportion of those
. Eligible on an Age
State or Colony. R , Basis receiving
’ Receivin . Pensions.
'65 and Upwards. Old Age Pengons.
u ' | .

: - | 11901, 1902. | Per Cent.
Victoria ... o 552 117 21
New South Wales ... - 844 166 - 48
New Zealand (mcludmg '\/Iaorls) 414 | 1567 38

It thus appears that New South Wales is paying pensions
to almost half of those eligible to receive them under the age
| quahﬁcatlon New Zealand to nearly two-fifths, but in Victoria

Proportionr

of popula-
‘tion 65 and
upwards
receiving
old age
pensions in
two Austra-
lian States
and New
Zealand.

Pensions

paid in
states
compared.,
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only abr@mt a fifth of those so quallﬁed are the 1°e01p1ents of
ﬂ‘HS charade»r of %tate aid.

In Melboume and suburbs the last Saturday and Sunda;y

Hospital
Saturday  of October im eaeh year are set apart for making collections
Suday.  in.aid of the charitable institutions. The clergy of the various

deneminations take an aetive part in the movement, preaching
sermens appropriate to the occasion, and 0therw1se helping

Digtribution

of moneys tutions, as well as the total sums collected from the mceptl@n
on Hospital OFf: the fund, and fm' the: year 1902. were as under;— .
Saturday _
%) — — - -
Sunday. | : - Amount Distr«i:bu:ted.i o
Institution. , 1 — e
1873 to 1901.|  19062. Total..
Melbourne Hospital: e 61,802 1,654 63,456 ..
Alfred Hospital ... R . 26,903 598 |- 27,601
wito.  Benevolent, Asylum - 18.614 411 | 19@,,02:,5_‘ i
smqgor  Women’s Hospital .| 18,558 569 19:127
e 0 4 Children’s Hospital - el 238,125 879 | ~24 “iﬁm
e Eyeand Ear Hospital. -10,100:| 290 290
e ‘Homoe@pathlc Hospital ,_ 10,064:| = 261 . 10,32&
u uotens Vietorian Home for Aged and Infirm | - 6,842 149 | 6,991 s
"Ztigff ;3 1 Richmond Dispensary | 1,330 35 1 3“65’*"
vo¥1 oae Collingwood Dispensary 1,900 | 1,900,
RYTTIENY Austm ‘Hospital for Incurables - 10,122 581 - 10,703 -
Convalescent . Home for Women 1,790 125 1,915
Convalesecent Home for . Men. . 1,275 125 1,400
Melbourne Distriet Nursing Somety - 576 7 653
St. Vincent’s Hospital 2,505 245 2750
Sanatorium for Consumptives, Echuca and 790 | ' 223 1,013
Macedon S | | ~ |
Queen Victoria Hospital - for Women- and 308 106 414
Children | ’ o
Melbourne Dental Hospital 20 20 | - 40
ot 211 Total I)istri’buted 196,624 | - 6,348 | 202,972
R ITRPY Total Colleeted .| 207,892 6,669 | 214561
%Y B L0 TN ‘ »

it forward. The church collections on this Sunday are entirely
devoted in aid of the fund. Sunday school superintendents,
business firms, théir employés, and others lend valuable assist-

ance in ma,kmg collections.

collected since the movement was maugurated —

1873 to 1898

1899::... - 5,853

1900 .., 5,901

1901 ... 16,034

1902 ... 6,669
Total: - £214,561

- £190,164

The following are the amountsr

The am@ums distributed. to the various chamtable msi:x |

g -— 5‘*‘ '
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Particulars relating to the most tmfnpor*tan“t of the various Charitable

classes of charitable institutions in the State are shown in

the following table. The information relates to the yvear ended
e 30th J une, 1902, except for the Hospitals for the Insane,
the Idiot Asylum, and the Industrial and Reformatory Schools,

in -which cases it relates to the calemdar year 1902.

Of the

general hospitals, six -are in Melbourne, the remainder in

cmmtfy towns, nine of the latter being also benevolent

a%‘v‘lums

The accomm@datmn avallable for imdoor pattteﬁnts

Was: ab f@llows —

‘Dormitories. ‘ |
~Number Number of N umber of
 Description of Institution. ekt Beds for (Qubic Peet
tions. Number. 8(:,1}});11((;1?(3;1 ' ‘Bed.
 General Hospitals ... 45 394 | 4,178,389 | 2,963 | 1,4102
Women’s Haspital. .. 1 24 142,486 | 93 | 15321
- Children’s .Hospital 1 12 59,176 79 | 7491
Eye and Ear Hospital . 1 8 54,680 | 60 911-3
Queent Victoria BT ospital "fﬁr‘ 1 3 18,084 . 15 | 1,2056
Women and Children ]
C@nsﬂmp‘t‘lwe Sanatorium .. 1 18 59,000 - 97 6082
;Hagpmls for the Lnsane -6 1,181 2,&L5 219 | 4,083 6895
Tdiot Asylum . 1 20 114,288 276 414:1
- Benewolent A#ylums 6 179 1,668,766 | 2,437 6827
~ Convalescent Homes 2 31 71,000 - 63 | 1,127:0
Blind Asylum . 1 5 91,318 112 8153
Deaf and Dumb Asylum 1 4 75,872 74 | 1,0252
(®rphan Asglums ... K 55 | 533,794 | 1,005 | 5311
Lndustna,l and Re»fgrmatmy | 14
‘Schiools .. : o -
Imfant Asylam 1 8 38,821 | B4 | 41890
Female Refuges | 9 124 320,775 537 5973
Salvatlon Army Rescue Homes 6 39 101,317 | 225 4£0'8
Total . ... 104 - | 2,105 | 10,337,985 |12,173 | 8492

The regulatlons of the Board of - Pubhc Health require

a6 rau@wance of 1,200 cubic feet for each immate in h@spltals,

e;a,nd ' thi

-;abm*e statement ghows that, with- two exceptions,

this requirement has been complied with.

institution

—accom-

modation.
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The following statement shows the number of inmates
and of deaths in these institutions:— - |

Number of Inmates. Proportion of
Number of Deaths to
.Description of Institution. Deaths. Total Number
Total during Daily of Inmates,
the Year. Average.
: | ~ Per Cent.
General Hospitals 21,193 1,988 2,272 . 10'7_2
Wowen’s Hospital 1,716 66 40 2-33
Children’s Hospital ... 1,294 * 84 101 7-80
Eye and Ear Hospital ... 805 54 2 25
Queen Victoria Hospital 195 11 4 2:05
for Women and Children , ,
Consumptive Sanatorium 147 47 1 68
Hospitals for the Insane 5,208 4,237 307 589
Idlot Asylum .., 324 287 25 771
| Benevoleut; Asylums 3,670 2,138 414 11-28
Convalescent Homes 1,049 39 1 09
Blind Asylum ... 108 95 SR
Deaf and Dumb Asylum 77 66 -
Orphan Asylums : 1,413 1,086 | 2 ‘14
Industrial and Reform- 6,636 5,700 - 75 113
atory Schools
. Infant Asylum 94 51 15 1596
Female Refuges 827 481 6 72
Salvation Army Rescue 564 144 2 '35
Homes . | — ’ .
Total 45,320 16,574 3,267 721

Charitable

institutions

By comparing the above table with that preceding it,
overcrowding seems to exist in the Children’s Hospital, the
Hospitals for the Insane, the Idiot Asylum, and the Orphan
Asylums, as the daily average number of inmates in those
institutions was greater than the number of beds provided.

In addition to the inmates shown above, there were 45
mothers of infants in the Infant Asylum, 113 infants in the
Female Refuges; and 108 infants in Salvation Army Homes
‘during the year.

The total receipts of all charitable institutions in the year

—receipts  1901-2 amounted to £455,690, of which three-fifths were con-

and ex-
penditure,

tributed by Government, and the expenditure amounted to
£458,882. Of the Government contribution, £201,071 was ex-
pended on the Hospitals for the Insane, the Idiot Asylum,

and the Industrial and Reformatory Schools, which are
Government institutions. | |
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Receipts.
Description of Institution. Expenditure.
From From Other Total
Government.| Sources. )
£ £ £ £
General Hospitals 54,383 65,429 119,812 129,215
Women’s Hospital . 2,400 6,038 8,438 -8, 264
Children’s Ilospital 450 8,233 8.683 8, 779
Eye and Ear Hospital 800 3,301 4,101 3,952
. Queen Victoria Hospital for Women - 385 1,857 1,742 1,376
~and Children -

Consumptive Sanatorium 200, 7,231 7,431 3,613

Hospitals for the Insane ' ‘
T Ao . } 130,852 | 15,344 | 146196 | 146,196
Benevolent Asylums 022,022 | - 12,560 34,582 34,797
Cunvalescent Homes 450 1,298 1,748 1,388
- Blind Asylum .. . 2,000 3,252 5,252 4,355
Deaf and Dumb Asylum 1,000 2,194 3,194 3,192
~ ‘Orphan Asylums : 6,550 15,587 | - 22,087 19,635
Industrial and ReformabOry 70,219 1,791 72,010 72,01)

~ Schools |

Anfant Asylum 255 827 1,082 1,331
Female Refuges 2,019 12,858 14,877 15,945
Salvation Army Rescue Homes 690 | 3,765 4,455 4,834
Total 204,675 | 161015 | 435,600 | 458,882

The following statement shows the average number of cCharitable
inmates of the respective institutions, the total cost of their Mshtiions

maintenance, and the average cost per annum of each in- cost per
mate' |

. Daily Average | moio] Cost ~Average Cost

* Description of Institution. - Nu;r;ber ~ of Each (}fnma,t o
Inmates. Maintenance. " Per Annum.
A £ £ s d.
General Hospitals ... . 1,988 109,029 54 16 10
- Women’s Hospital ... 66 7,216 | 109 6 8
‘Children’s Hospital 84 6,866 81 14 9
-Eye and Ear Hospital . 54 3,502 64 17 O
Queen Victoria Hospital for Women | 11 1,003 91 3 8

and Children | '
Consumptive Sanatorium .., 4"; \ 2,223 47 6 O
Hospitals for the Insane - 4,23

 Tdiot Asylum . Cogy |y 146,196 | 82 6 4
.Benevolent Asylums 2,188 31,173 14 11 7
Convalescent Homes 39 1,233 31 12 4
Blind Asylum 95 3,034 3118 9
Deaf and Dumb Asylum 66 3,062 | 46 7 11
Orphan Asylums 1,086 - 15,698 14 9 1
Industrial and Reformatory Schools 5,700 72,010 12 12 8
Infant Asylum 51 80 | 16 13 4

Female Refuges 481 12,362 | 256 14 O
- Salvation Army Rescue Homes 144 4,249 29 10 2
Total 16,574 419,706 25 6 6
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The institutions showing the lowest average cost per in-
mate are the Industrial and Reformatory Schools, the Orphan
Asylums, and the Benevolent Asylums. As many of the children
of the Industrial and Reformatory Schools cost the State
nothing—maintaining themselves at service or being supported
by relatives—the cost of maintenance per head shown above
in somewhat misleading, the true cost per head of these
supported by the State being about £17 10s. The average
cost per inmate of the Infant Asylum, Female Refuges, amd
Salvation Army Homes would be reduced if allowance wepe
made for mothers of infants in the first-named instit#tion, and
for infants in the two latter groups of institutions. |

In addition to the hospitals, there were two Convaleseent
Homes-—one for men, situated at Cheltenham, and the other
for women at Clayton—with accommodation for 63 inmates.
The number of inmates at the beginning of the year 1901-2.was.
44; 1,005 were admitted, and 1,015 were discharged durimg
the year, and 34 remained under care on the 30th June, 1902,

Two free dispemsaries furnished returns for 1902. The
individuals treated during the year ended 30th Jume, 1962,
numbered 4,930. The visits to or by these persons numbered
17,533. The total receipts amounted to £679, of which £235
was from Government and £444 from other sources. The

total expenditure was £1,045.

The number of persons. admitted to:lunatic asy Taans »,dﬂmim&g
the year 1902 was 796, the number discharged recovered was
358, and relieved 55. The number of patients remainimg im

‘the asylums on the 31st December, 1902, was 4,547, or a pro-

portion of 1 in -every 265 of the population, as compared with
4501, or 1 in every 269 of the population, in the preceding
yvear. Of those discharged recovered in 1902, as many as 78
per cent. had been in the asylums for less than 12 months,
13 per cent. from 1 to 2 years, and 6 per cent. from 2 te 5 yeans.
After this length of time in the asylums recoveries.:are ngt:iat -
all likely to take place. Of those who-died, 41 per cent. had
not been resident 12 months, 30 per cent. from 1 to 5 vears, 10
per cent. from 5 to 10 years, 5 per cent. from 10 to 15 yeass,
3 per cent. from 15 to 20 years, 5 per cent. from:20 to 25 veams,
and about 6 per cent. were in longer than 25 years. These
facts tend to show that mortality is heavy during the early
stages of treatment, and that the death rate amongst these
inmates who have a lengthened asylum residence is very light,
and no doubt this result generally aids in making the large
asylum population to which attention has been repeatedly
directed. B |

‘Bince the opening of the first asylum in 1848 up to the
end of 1902, 31693 persons have been admitted, viz., 18,198
mates, and 13,495 females. The proportion who recovered was
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29 per cent. of males, and 33 per cent of females, whilst 4 and
6% per cent. respectively were relieved, 21 per cent. and 22 per
cent. (including transfers) were not improved, 33 and 22 per
cent. died, and 13 and 16 per cent. respectively still remain
under care in the institutions.

The number of lunaties in the different Australian Lunaticsin
States and New Zealand, and their proportion to the total s maw

and New
population of each State on 31st December, 1901, were:—  Zealand.
Number of Lunatics on 31st
December, 1901.
State or Colony.
| Por 100,000 of
Total. Population.
Victoria ... oo 4,501 372
New: Zealand ... cee L S 2,773 352
Queensland e e 1,752 343
New South Wales . T es el 4475 324
South Australia L. 988 270
- "Pasmania . | 426 245
~ Western Austraha e 340 175

The figures of 1901 are used, as those for 1902 for all the
~ Rtates are not yet available.

Phe recoveries of patlelts in the Vlctoman lunatic aSyIUms Recoveries
“in 1901 were below the average of the 20 years ended with 1901, oflunatics

~ the proportion in that year being 3,888 per 10,000 admitted, Tia, 1901

as compared with 4,025 in the pem@d stated. The proportmn

of recoveries in 1901 was lower than in South- Austraha, New

Seuth Wales, and Queensland, but hlgher than in Western

Austraha and Tasmama

Recoveries per ‘ Recoveries per
10,000 - 10,000
. Admissions. ' Admissions.
‘South Australia 5093  Victoria . 3,888
‘New South Wales ... 4,693 Western Australia 3,830

Queensland ... e 4,358 Tasmania e 3,231

The mortality of lunatie asylum patlents was higher in Deaths of
Vietoria in 1901 than in any of the other States with the [ s

Australia

exception of South Austraha. This will be seen by the follow- and New
mg ﬁgures' S |

Deaths per 10,000

- - Resident Patients.
South Australia: . e - 834
Victoria ... B 768
New South Wales ... - 683
Western Australia ... e 681
' New Zealand: i e 639
- Queenland e 583

Tasmania ... . e . 550 .
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There were at the end of 1902 three industrial and tenm
reformatory schools in the State, one of the ‘f.ormer bemg a
servants’ training school. The State industrial schools are
used merely as receiving depdts, the children being sent as
soon as possible after commitment to the SC.hOOlS either to
foster homes, or to private farm reformatories partly sup-
ported by the State. Many of the inmates of the State re-
formatories are either placed with friends or licensed out.
The wards of the State on 31st December, 1902, numbered

5,745, and in addition, there were 34 others free from legal

Children
boarded
out, &ec.

control, who, being incapacitated, were maintained by the

State. Of the total number under control, only 343 are de-

ceribed as reformatory children; 199 of these were in reforma-

tory schools, 79 were maintaining themselves at service, 64

were placed with relatives without cost to the State, and one |
was an inmate of a gaol. The balance, 5,402, are described

- as neglected children, of whom 3,753 were boarded out in foster

homes, 736 were maintaining themselves at service, 762 were
living with relatives without cost to the State, 140 were

inmates of institutions for neglected children, 9 were in .

hospitals, and two in gaols.

The welfare of the children boarded out is cared for by
honorary committees, who send reports to the department asto

their general condition. The rate paid by the Government to

persons accepting charge of these children is five shillings per

week for each child. Children from either industrial or re~
formatory schools may be placed with friends on probation, -
without wages, or at service. The number of children boarded

out at the end of 1902 was 3,753, as against 3,701 in 1901, 3,331

in 1900, 3,113 in 1899, and 2,791 in 1898; the number placed
with friends on probation was 825 in 1902, as against 780 im
1901, 719 in 1900, 689 in 1899, and 673 in 1898; and the number

at service or apprenticed, 815 at the end of 1902, as against
851 in 1901, 842 in 1900, 820 in 1899, and 799 in 1898.

The circumstances leading to the commitment of these
children are as follow, the particulars having been obtained
from the orders:—The total number of children placed under
care in the schools in 1902 was 894, and in only 370 cases, or. -
41 per cent. of the whole, were the parents held to be
blameable; the father in 245, the mother in 70, and both =

parents in 55 cases. There were 524 cases in which the -
parents were held to be blameless; in 293 instances the father

wag dead and the mother poor, but of good character; in 21
both parents were dead; in 54 the parents were alive, but,
though held to be of good character, were too poor to support
their children; in 34 the father was poor and the mother dead;

~in 82 both parents were the victims of misfortune; in 15 the
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parents were unknown; and in 25 cases the father was un-
known, and the mother unable, either through sickness or
povertv, to maintain her offspring

- The Government expendlture for the mamtenance of
neglected children amounted in 1902 to £61,262, and for
ref’ormatory school children to £6,589; the expenSes of ad-
ministration a&mounted to £4,160, making a total gross ex-

penditure of £72,011. A sum of £1,792 was received from

parents for maintenance, making the net expenditure £70,219.
The average number of nevlected children under supervision
»duung the year was 5,396; of this total, 3,727 were maintained
in foster homes at an average annual LOSt per head to the
State of £14 18s. 11d., 82 were in Government receiving depots
at £35 19s. 6d. per head and 90 were in private industrial
schools costing £14 2s. lld per head; 736 were at service
-earning their own living, and 761 Were with relatives and
others ‘at no cost to the State.” The average number of re-
formatory wards under supervision dumng the year was 357.
‘Of this number, 214 were maintained in private schools at an
average annual cost per -head of £30 15s. 10d., 79 were at
‘service earning their own living, and 64 were W1th relatives
at no cost to the State. The average net cost per head of
neglected and ref ormatory school chﬂdren who were main-
tained by the State during the year was £17 14s. 2d.

There were 827 female inmates of these refuges during
the year ended 30th June, 1902; 93 were at the temporary home
at (Jolhngwood 441 at the Magdalen Asylum, Abbotsford, 59
at the Carlton Refuge, 21 at the Ballarat Home, 16 at the
Bendigo Rescue Home, 17 at the Geelong Refuge 77 at the
South Yarra Home, 73 at the Elizabeth Fry Retreat, and 30
at the House of Mercy, Cheltenham; 47 children accompamed

Cost of
mainten-
ance of
industrial
and re-
formatory
children.

Refuges for
fallen
women.

their mothers to the Carlton Refuge, 30 to the Temporary

"Home for I‘rlendless and Fallen Women, Collingwood, 17 to
the Ballarat Home, 7 to the Bendigo Rescue Home, 12 to the
. Geelong Refuge, and 1 to the South Yarra Home. Of the

total number of children, 16 died during the year. Nine
- women from the 1 "\Iagdalen Asylum, 5 from the South Yarra

- Home, 5 from the Elizabeth Fry Retreat 1 from the Geelong
| Fema]e Refuge, and 1 from the House of Mercy, Cheltenham,

- were discharged for misconduct, and 6 in the Magdalen Asylum |

- died. The objects of these institutions are—(1) To provide a
‘refuge for fallen women who are desirous to return to the
paths of virtue; (2) to aid the reformation of these women, and
fit them to again become useful members of society; (3) to

- assist in procuring situations, or otherW1se prowdmg for them

on leavmg the institution.

Eighty benevolent or philanthropic societies furmshed
returns for the year ended 30th June, ]901 These associa-

Benevolent

- societies.



150. | Victori.au, Year-Book, 190%.

tions are for the 1e11ef of distressed or indigent persons, and
are generally managed by ladies. The names of two of the:
soeletles indicate their connexion with the Jewish body, but

" no distinctive denomination is perceptible in the titles of any

of the others, with the exception of the Central Methodist

‘Mission, and Church of England Seamen’s Mission. The

persons relieved during the year numbered about 17,885; the:
receipts amounted to £17,987, ‘of which £8,015 was from Govern:

‘ment and £9,972 from pmvate sources; and the expendlture to:

Night
shelters.

Society for
the Pro-
tection of
Animals.

Victorian
Discharged
Prisoners’
Aid
Society.

£16,362.

At Dr. bmgletens Night Shelters; Gollmgwood 1&,&7&‘
cases were accommodated during the year 1901-2, viz., 8487
men, 4,899 women, and 184 children. The expenses were £82,, |
which were defrayed out of the “General Charity Fund,” but.
there were also numerous contributiens in the shape of food.

“

The Vietorian Society for the Protection of Animals hag'
been established for about 30 years,its objects being,by enforee~
ment of the existing laws, to prevent eruelty to animals, to pro-
care such further legslslahon as may be found expedlent and’
to excite and sustain an 1ntelhgen’t public opinion regardmfg
mar’s duty te the lower animals. In the year ended 30th June,
1902, the cases dealt with by the society numbered 731, of*
which 481 were for cruelty to horses. There were 113 prosecu
tions, which resulted in 107 persons being fined, and 6 dig:
missed. The receipts during the year amounted to £526 and ;
the expenditure to £419. . L

Sirice 1872 a society has been in.existence in Melbourne
for the purpose of affording assistance to discharged prisoners,
and offering them inducements to return to the paths of
honesty and industry. Relief is afforded by gifts of money,'
clothes blankets, and other necessaries, and those who desire.
it are supphed for a time with board and lodging in Melbourne,e |

or are provided with means to go into the interior, or to leave

~~ the State. The society also takes charge of and distributes.

the sums earned by the pmsoners whilst under detention. T'he “
number of 1nd1v1duals relieved in 1902-3 was-580. The receipts

"in the same year amounted to £832, including grants from.

Institute for
Blind.

Government, the Penal Department, and private sources; and
the expendlture to £750.

Rovarn Vicrorian INSTITUTE FOrR THE BLIND.
By J. TaURsTON HOGAMHFSQ SUPERINTENDE\TT AND SECRFTARY

The Royal Victorian Instltute for the Blind occupies a
site on the St. Kilda-road, Melbourne. The institutien i®
strlcfly undenominational in its eharacter, and its objects are
to give a smtable scholastic and rehglous education to the.
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young blind of the State, and to teach them trades or pro-
fessionns by means of which, on completion of their term of
training, they may earn an independent livelihood. It is
further intended, as far as the exigencies of trade will permit,
to give employment in its industrial department to blind work-
people who may be unable to get work elsewhere. This,
however, is restricted to the demand for the ‘goods made. The
ingtitute is not in any sense a benevolent asylum for the
indigent blind, who can not only be maintaimed cheaper, but
¢an 'be better cared for in the @rdmarv institutions for the
care of the destitute. The scholastic education is similar to
that in the State schools, varied only in the apparatus and
means emploved; and examinations are held annually by the
Education department, the percentage gained at the last being
100. Music is an important part of the education of the blind,
and those who display exceptional talent are trained for the
musical professmn and the skill of the pupils is utilised as
means of raising revenue for the institution by means of
concerts and band performances in various parts of the State.

In the industrial branch, pupils are trained in the trades of

brosh, basket, mat, and matting making, the peried of train-
ing wvarying frem twe to five years; and employment is then
~ given to mon-resident ex-pupils, who are paid wages at piece-
~ werk rates ruling in the various trades. Some less proficient
wworkers have their wages supplemented by a bonus. Its
owtside -workers are. assisted in times of sickness by “The
Blimd Woerkers’ Sick Benefit ‘Society.” Its fands are main-

taimed by weekly contributions by its members, and it is

subsidised by a gmamt from the board of management equal
%o the ameunt of the members’ contributions. This: sa(:lety is
managed by a committee of its members, assisted by the princi-
pal of the institution, and the accountant, who acts as honorary

treasurer. There is now no debt on the institutien. The

sales in the mam,ufacturingudepartment amounted to £4,836,

being £587 mere than the previeus year. The fotal number

of pupils and workers on the roll is 96 classified as follows:—

Resident puplls, 55; day pupﬂs, 2; journeymen and non-res1dent_

werkers 39. - O i

- Vicrortaxn DEar AND Dums INSTITUTION.
By JNO A DCOCK, ESQ, SUPERINTENDENT

" The Victorian Deaf and Dumb Institution occuples a site Deaf and

on 'the $t. Kilda-road. At the beginning of the year there
‘Were 64 pupils on the roll. During the year, 13 new *p‘ﬁpﬂs
weve admitted, and 7 have been discharged, thus leaving the
numiber of pupﬂs on the 30th June, 1902, 70 (33 boys and 37

Dumb
Institutiors.

girls). Since the year 1862, when the institution was fairly N
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launched, there have been received into it over 41.7 children,
347 of whom have been discharged, most of them being capable
of maintaining themselves. The work of the school has peen,
carried on with a great measure of success, and the combined
oral and manual system of teaching has proved very satis-
factory. A number of the boys are being instructed in boot-
making and gardening, and the girls in domestic duties, and
all are making good progress. The total receipts for the year
were £3,194—the sum allotted out of the charitable vote being
£1,000. Bequests, amounting to £648, were received and added
to the endowment account, the total to the credit of which fund
is now £11,629—most of which is invested in Government
stock, the interest only being used for maintenance purposes.

Roval, HUuMANE SOCIETY OF AUSTRALASIA.

By Wirniam HaMInTOoN, K$Q., SECRETARY.

The Royal Humane Society of Australasia was established
in 1874 under the name of “The Victorian Humane Society.”
Its objects are as follow:—(1) To bestow rewards on all who
promptly risk their own lives to save those of their fellow-
creatures. (2) To provide assistance, as far as it is in the
power of the society, in all cases of apparent death occurring
in any part of Australasia. (3) To restore the apparently
drowned or dead, and to distinguish by rewards all who,
through skill and perseverance, are, under Providence, success-
ful. (4) To collect information regarding the most approved
methods and the best apparatus to be used for such purposes.
During the year ended 30th June, 1902, 93 applications for
awards were investigated, with the result that 27 certificates
and 24 bronze medals were granted. The receipts during the
year amounted to £557, and the expenditure to £423. The
institution has placed and maintains 426 life-buoys at various
places on the coast, rivers, lakes, and reservoirs throughout
all the Australasian States and Fiji. Of the honorary awards
distributed in 1901-2, 19 were for deeds of bravery performed
in Victoria, 14 for similar acts in New South Wales, 4 in
Queensland, 4 in New Zealand, 8 in Tasmania, 1 in Fiji, and 6
in Western Australia. The society has 148 honorary corre-
spondents, residing as follow, viz.:—45 in Victoria, 33 in New
South Wales, 27 in New Zealand, 27 in Queensland, 8 in Tas-
mar.lia, 3 in South Australia, and 5 in Western Australia.
Owing to the appointment of these gentlemen and to the
awa.rds made by the society appearing to give complete -satis- -
faction throughout the States, there is no urgency for forming
local branches of the society in the other States. |
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AUSTRALIAN HEeALTH SOCIETY.

By J. G. Burrows, EsQ., SECRETARY.

An Australian Health Society was established in Mel- Health
bourne in 1875. It consists of about 300 members, and is Societs
managed by a preq1dent two vice-presidents, a treasurer two
secretaries (one being a lady), and fifteen members of council.
Its objects are:—(1) To create and educate public opinion with
regard to sanitary matters in general, by the aid of the plat-
form, the press, and other suitable means; (2) to induce and
assist people, by personal influence, example, and encourage-
ment. to live in accordance with the recognized laws whereby
- health is maintained and disease is prevented; (3) to seek re-
moval of all noxious influences deleterious to public health,
and to influence and facilitate legislation in that direction.
To effect these objects,the society distributes pamphlets, tracts,
and wall sheets, bearing upon the preservation of health;
maintains a lending library of specially selected works for the
use of members; and arranges for the delivery of public
lectures annually. During the year 1901-2, courses of health
Iectures were given in Melbourne, Richmond, and Kew. In
pursuance of the plan of testing the work done in the inculca-
~tion of health and temperance lessons in the State schools,
an examination was arranged to be held, with the concurrence
of the Minister of Public Instruction, in the Ballarat, Bendigo,
~ Castlemaine, Geelong, Wangaratta, and Warrnambool schools.
Of those puplls who presented themselves for examination,
twenty-six received the Health Society’s certificate. These ex-
aminations are conducted annual]y by the -council of the
society, alternately in the metropolitan and country -schools.
In the previous year, in the metropolitan district, 658 pupils
competed, of whom 37 per cent. passed. No pecuniary aid is
received from the Government, the work of the society being
~carried on by subscriptions ranging from 5s. per annum
upwards -

CHARITY ORGANIZATION SOCIRTY.
Br T. C. MACKLEY, EsQ.. SECRETARY.

A Charity Organlzatlon Society has been established in Charity Or-
Melbourne since 1887, its objects being:—(1) Promotion of Society,
- co-operation in charitable work; (2) adequate inquiry into all
applications for assistance; (3) distribution of immediate relief
in kind pending inquiry or arrangements with existing
~ charities; (4) compilation of records of all cases for facility of
r¢ Lferenee (5) administration of a loan fund; (6) maintenance
of a Wood vard or other labour test, so that the means of earn-
ing food and shelter shall be opened to all apphcants able to

work; (7) to encourage charitable work where and in so far as -
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no suitable society exists; (8) discouragement of indiscriminate
alms-giving, imposture, and profesalonal mendicity; (9) en-
couragement of charitable work in localities where no suitable
secieties are in existence. The society is managed by an
exeeutive committee elected by a council empowered to make
rules and regulations for the conduct of its business. Thig:
couneil comnsists of a representative of each of the charities,
ang of twenty members elected at an annual meeting of sub~
seribers of the society. The income of the year ended 30th.
June, 1902, including balance from the previous year, was
£1, 6@1 the expe«ndlture £1,351, and the balance carried forward
Was £343. The new cases: mvestlgated by the society during,
the year numbered 640, the result of the inquiry being that
495 were set down as satisfactory and 145 as unsatisfaetory.
The seciety claims to have preveanted a large amount of im-
pesture, to have relieved subscribers of the annoying feeling'
that their benevolence was being wasted on unworthy objeets,
and to have stimulated and directed the flow of charity,
Especially goed work has been done in cases where employ-

ment has been found for these who, without the society’s aid,
might have degenerated into permanent burdens on puhhe or
private charity, and in the large number of cases in which:
relatives of mdlgemf persens have been indunced to recogmz&
watural claims  in a community where no legal obligation is
entailed by relationship other than that of husband to wife
an@ of parent te infant. The wood-vard is a very practieal,
part of the society’s work. 1t affords a test of the sinceritp
of men who ask help on the ground that they cannot get work;
and it gives temp@rarv work to those whe really need it. |




