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Mandatory Response Table 

Please provide the following information 

 
Project Code MC16013 

Project Title  Macademia GVAP analysis 

Start Date 7/11/2016 

End Date  02/20/2017 

Portfolio Food and Beverages 

Fund 
 

Business Name Australian Bureau of Statistics 

Trading Name  Australian Bureau of Statistics 

Physical Address ABS House 45 Benjamin Way, Belconnen ACT 2617 

Public Liability 
Insurance 

 

Professional 
Indemnity  
Insurance 

 

Workcover 
Workers Liability 
Insurance  

Comcare 

ABN  26 331 428 522 

Email  
 

Telephone  1300 135 070 

Mobile  
 

 

Project Personnel 
(Add more rows for each team member) 

Project Leader 
Name 

Lisa Wardlaw-Kelly 

Position Program Manager, Environment and Agriculture Branch 

Email  lisa.wardlaw-kelly@abs.gov.au 

Telephone  

Mobile  

Project 
Administrator 
Name 

Position Assistant Director, Accounts Development 
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Project Personnel 
(Add more rows for each team member) 

Email  @abs.gov.au 

Telephone  

Mobile  

Name 

Position Assistant Director, ADI team leader 

Email  @abs.gov.au 

Telephone   

Mobile   

Name 

Position Lead analyst, ADI team 

Email  @abs.gov.au 

Telephone   

Mobile   
 

Sub-Contracting 
(Add more rows for each sub-contractor) 

Resource Name 
 

Company Name  

Address  

ABN  
 

Confidentiality 

 
Is the Project 
Confidential? 

Partial 

Reason Individuals details are kept confidential. Aggregate data will be made freely available 

Start Date  

End Date  
 

Summary     

  
The Australian Bureau of Statistics proposes to review the calculation of Gross value of production by the 
Macadamia industry including data sources, methods and any related benchmarking information. We 
propose to have a team of 2-3 people on this issue. We are proposing to use the experience gained from 
reviewing alternate sources of information to feed into a broader improvement program based on pre-
existing data sources. 
 

Background  

A core component of this program is an agricultural administrative data initiative which seeks to develop 
methods for broader use of administrative data sources within the agricultural statistical system. The 
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initiative will examine legislative, privacy and commercial barriers to the use of data collected by 
governments and industry with the objective of reducing survey burden on farmers and implementing a 
“collect once, use many times” approach. The initiative seeks to research and develop best-practice 
methods for integration of administrative data into the agricultural statistical system to ensure data quality 
standards are met, privacy and commercial concerns are addressed, and to maximise utility of the data. This 
initiative complements the ABS’ lead role in improving the re-use of key Australian Government 
administrative datasets to minimise regulatory burden on citizens and businesses. This project also 
integrates with the ABS’ work program that is aligned with the findings of the National Agriculture Statistics 
review. 
 
This RFP will test if it is possible to substitute data from alternative sources for the purposes of calculating 
Gross Value of Agricultural Production and other requirements for reporting on the Macadamia industry 
with the intent of: 
• reducing survey burden 
• maximising data utility 
• improving the re-use of Australian Government and private administrative datasets. 
 

Methodology 

The methods for the RFP will have three stages: 
Collect and evaluate differences from alternative data sources for Macadamias. 

This step will involve consultation with Industry and expertise across government on the sources of data 
that are available, with particular focus on the data holdings from the HIA. Work conducted in parallel with 
the RFP will examine other data sources and include these analyses where feasible. This step will also 
examine the methods for calculating Gross Value of Agricultural Production. 
 
Compile Gross Value of Agricultural Production using new data 
 
This step will clean and compile data for the purposes of constructing an experimental GVAP to compare 
with existing data. Evaluate and analyse differences, looking for real world comparisons to determine 
accuracy. 
 
Construct final outputs 
 
Construct a paper on the results and construct spreadsheets as needed on the results of the analysis. Deliver 
results to HIA. Establish ongoing contact as necessary for data or expertise. 
 
Evaluate and close project 
 
Examining the project looking for, lessons learnt, processes that could be applied to other data sets and 
training material for the future. Formally close project within the ABS. 
 
 

Outputs  
(Deliverables) 

a. Data cube on the Gross Value of Production by the Macadamia industry and comparisons with other data 
sources, 
b. Paper presenting the results of the review and recommendations for a way forward for measuring the 
industry. 
c. Presentation of the results and a question and answer session on the results to Horticultural Innovation 
Australia and invitees. 
 

Outcomes 

There are two likely outcomes for the project.  
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1. An improvement in the quantification of the macadamia industry in relation to how it is collected 

under Official Statistics.  
2. A reduction in regulatory burden from macadamia farmers through the reuse of existing data. 

 

ABS reserves the right to decide on the use of these data in official estimates. 

 
 

Industry Adoption  

The results of these projects will be made available to Horticulture Innovation Australia and further 
released for a broader audience in a paper on results from investigation of substituting third party data. 
 
Ongoing incorporation of these data may occur depending on the success of the project. 
 
 

Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) 

The ABS uses in-house project management systems. These systems describe the process for planning, 
management and recording of achievement against milestones. These project management systems also 
allow for evaluation of outcomes that were intended by the project 
 

IP Considerations   

All aggregate data produced by the Australian Bureau of Statistics is under Creative Commons. All 
individuals and business data collected by the ABS are covered under the Census and Statistics Act 1905 and 
the Privacy Act 1988. 
 

Proposed Milestones Detailing Achievement Criteria and Deliverables 

 [For each milestone required enter in description, achievement criteria (this is tangible conditions/criteria 
which must be met), due date and budget, adding as many extra milestones as necessary – MS101 & MS190 
are mandatory. Noting: 

 First Milestone Number 101 will be paid when the Agreement has been executed by all parties, IP 
arrangements in place and any other criteria if applicable achieved; 

 20% of the budget is required on the last milestone (MS190 with the remaining 80% split across 
remaining milestones.] 

 
Table 1 – Milestone Details 
 

Milestone 
Number 

Due Date Milestone 
Description 

Achievement Criteria (Based 
on outputs and outcomes) 

Total Amount 
$ 

101 December 
2016 

Agreement Signed. 
IP Arrangements in 
place. 

Agreement on project scope 
and deliverable dates 

102 January 
2016 

Evaluate existing 
data sources and 
current 
methodology for 
Gross Value of 
Production, source 
new data 

Discussion with HIA on 
progress and re-affirmation 
of project scope. 

103 March 
2016 

Finalise evaluation 
of new data, 

Discussion with HIA on 
results and confirm contents 
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incorporate into 
experimental 
estimates into Gross 
Value of Production 

of outputs 

190 15 July 
2016 

Final Report 
Received by 
Horticulture 
Innovation Australia 
and final Statement 
of Receipts and 
Expenditure 
received.   

Delivery of paper and data 
(spreadsheet). 

Total Hort 
Innovation 
Project 
Funding 

   

  
 

Proposed Fees 
(Including Hourly/Daily Rates and Justification) 

 
 

Table 2 –  In-kind Contributions   

Item(s) (e.g. salary, field 
equipment, office supplies) 

Budget Justification – In kind contribution 
Total In-Kind 

Contribution $ 

Staff services Staff working in parallel with the RFP 

 

Table 3 – Total Project Budget 

Item(s) (e.g. salary, travel & 
accommodation, field trials, 
project management)  

Budget Justification  Total Amount $ 

 Add additional rows as required. $ 

Staff costs Staff salaries(2 staff, 3 months), accommodation 

Travel Processors visit 

  $ 

  $ 

Total Hort Innovation Project Funding $1 

Total In-Kind Contribution $2 S47, S47E
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Total Amount $  

1. This figure should match Total Hort Innovation Project Funding identified in Table 1. 

2. This figure should match Total In-Kind Contribution identified in Table 2. 

 

Referees  

None 
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.  
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