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This publication contains estimates of Australian government funding for sport and

recreation activities, facilities and services for 2000–01. Estimates have been compiled

from data obtained by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) from annual reports and

budget papers, and from information provided by selected Commonwealth, and state

and territory governments. For local government authorities, survey data were used to

obtain estimates of sport and recreation funding.

Funding data in this publication are aligned, where possible, with the categories

specified in the Industry Classification of the Australian Culture and Leisure

Classifications (cat. no. 4902.0), which were released in 2001.

AB O U T TH I S PU B L I C A T I O N

Western AustraliaWA

VictoriaVic.

TasmaniaTas.

standard errorSE

South AustraliaSA

relative standard errorRSE

QueenslandQld

Northern TerritoryNT

New South WalesNSW

Local Government AreaLGA

AustraliaAust.

Australian Capital TerritoryACT

Australian Culture and Leisure ClassificationsACLC

Australian Bureau of StatisticsABS

million dollars$mAB B R E V I A T I O N S
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Capital expenditure refers to expenditure on the creation of fixed assets and on the

acquisition of land, buildings and intangible assets. Recurrent expenditure refers mainly

to expenditure on wages and salaries, purchases of goods and services, and current

grants and subsidies.

Recurrent expenditure accounted for the largest portion of total government funding for

sport and recreation activities in 2000–01 ($1,585.5m or 75% of total government

funding). Similarly, the majority of funding from each level of government was recurrent

expenditure, with the Commonwealth Government allocating $190.8m (96%), state and

territory governments allocating $667.8m (76%) and local governments providing

$726.9m (69%) for recurrent purposes.

RE C U R R E N T AN D CA P I T A L

EX P E N D I T U R E

The Sydney 2000 Olympic and Paralympic Games were held in the 2000–01 financial

year. While the Commonwealth Government and New South Wales (NSW) Government

contributed most of the funding for this event, other state and territory governments

also provided funds for hosting events and providing training venues for overseas

athletes. The Commonwealth Government contributed an estimated $71.8m, while the

NSW Government provided $382.3m for this event. Funding for Olympic venues during

2000–01 has been reported in Venues and sports grounds, and all other sport and

recreation funding associated with the Olympics was reported in Special events. 

Sydney 2000 Olympic

Games

In 2000–01, total government funding for sport and recreation activities was $110.21 per

person. The Commonwealth Government contributed $10.32 per person in 2000–01,

while state and territory governments provided $45.41 and local governments provided

$54.48.

The majority of the funding supported Venues, grounds and facilities ($1,292.2m or

61% of total funding) and Participation and special events ($527.8m or 25%). A smaller

proportion of overall funding was provided for Administration and regulation

($205.8m or 10%) and Other services ($98.4m or 5%).

Local government contributed the majority of the funds for Venues, grounds and

facilities ($997.5m or 77%), while the state and territory governments contributed the

majority of funds for Participation and special events ($441.9m or 84%).

SPORT AND RECREATION FUNDING, 
By level of government

Commonwealth

State and territory

Local

0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200
$m

Total government funding for sport and recreation activities was $2,124.2m in 2000–01.

Of this, the Commonwealth Government contributed $198.9m (9%), state and territory

governments contributed $875.2m (41%) and local governments provided $1,050.1m

(49%).

SP O R T AN D RE C R E A T I O N

FU N D I N G
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In 2000–01, the largest recipient of  local government funding was Recreation parks and

waterways ($587.4m or 56%). Venues and sports grounds also received a substantial

amount of local government funding ($410.1m or 39%).

The level of sport and recreation funding per person by local governments was highest

in Western Australia ($87.96 per person) and lowest in the Northern Territory ($37.62

per person). The Australian average was $54.48 per person.

Local government

The majority of sport and recreation funding provided by state and territory

governments was directed towards Special events in 2000–01 ($374.9m or 43%),

although the majority of this was for the Sydney Olympic and Paralympic Games.  Other

categories receiving large shares of state and territory government funding included

Venues and sports grounds ($185.8m or 21%) and Recreation parks and waterways

($94.4m or 11%).

Paragraphs 15 to 19 of the Explanatory Notes should be read before making comparisons

across states and territories.

The level of sport and recreation funding per person varied widely among the state and

territory governments. Australian Capital Territory (ACT) Government expenditure was

highest ($185.70 per person). The ACT Government was responsible for the municipality

functions for sports venues, grounds and recreation parks that are usually undertaken by

local governments.  Relatively high levels of government funding per person were also

provided by Northern Territory ($121.92 per person) and New South Wales ($73.28 per

person). Funding per person by Western Australia ($38.38) and Queensland ($30.11)

were closer to the Australian average of $45.41. The lowest levels of funding per person

were South Australia ($27.04), Tasmania ($21.19) and Victoria ($17.73).

State and terr itory

government

In 2000–01, the main recipients of Commonwealth Government funding were Special

events ($77.0m or 39%), Regulation and control ($39.7m or 20%), Administration, policy

and planning ($29.8m or 15%), and Coaching and training ($24.4m or 12%). The majority

of funding for Special events was for the Sydney 2000 Olympic and Paralympic Games,

while the majority of funding for Regulation and control was to assist peak sporting

associations and national bodies representing sports. Coaching and training included

funds for the Australian Institute of Sport.

FU N D I N G BY LE V E L OF

GO V E R N M E N T

Commonwealth

Government

The majority of government capital expenditure was for Venues and sports grounds

($341.8m or 63%).

RE C U R R E N T AN D CA P I T A L

EX P E N D I T U R E  continued
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
na not available

100.02 124.21 050.1875.2198.9Total

4.698.44.258.635.5Total

1.020.8na9.611.2Other support services
2.450.9na26.524.4Coaching and training
1.122.5na22.5—Horse and dog racing

Other services

24.8527.86.5441.979.4Total

21.3451.9—374.977.0Special events
3.675.96.567.02.4

Participation by clubs, teams
and individuals

Participation and special events

60.81 292.2997.5280.214.5Total

32.1681.8587.494.4—
Recreation parks and

waterways

28.7610.5410.1185.814.5Venues and sports grounds
Venues, grounds and facilities

9.7205.841.994.469.5Total

3.064.64.620.339.7Regulation and control
6.6141.237.374.229.8

Administration, policy and
planning

Administration and regulation

%$m$m$m$mCatego r y

TotalLocal

State

and

territoryCommonwealth

Percentage

of total

LEVEL OF GOVERNMENT

SPORT AND RECREAT ION FUNDING, By leve l of government —2000–011
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
na not available
(a) Although ACT does not have a local government, its population has been included in calculations of per

person funding (see paragraph 14 in the Explanatory Notes).

110.2154.4845.4110.32Total

5.100.223.041.84Total

1.08na0.500.58Other support services
2.64na1.381.26Coaching and training
1.17na1.17—Horse and dog racing

Other services

27.380.3422.934.12Total

23.45—19.454.00Special events
3.940.343.480.12

Participation by clubs, teams
and individuals

Participation and special events

67.0451.7514.540.75Total

35.3730.484.90—
Recreation parks and

waterways

31.6721.289.640.75Venues and sports grounds
Venues, grounds and facilities

10.682.174.903.61Total

3.350.241.052.06Regulation and control
7.331.933.851.54

Administration, policy and
planning

Administration and regulation

$$$$Catego r y

TotalLocal(a)StateCommonwealth

LEVEL OF GOVERNMENT

SPORT AND RECREAT ION FUNDING PER PERSON, By leve l of government —2000–012
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

2 124.2538.61 585.5Total

98.45.792.6Total

Other services

527.823.7504.1Total

451.911.7440.2Special events
75.912.063.9

Participation by clubs, teams
and individuals

Participation and special events

1 292.2507.0785.2Total

681.8165.2516.5
Recreation parks and

waterways

610.5341.8268.6Venues and sports grounds
Venues, grounds and facilities

205.82.2203.6Total

64.6—64.5Regulation and control
141.22.1139.1

Administration, policy and
planning

Administration and regulation

$m$m$mCatego r y

TotalCapitalRecurrent

SPORT AND RECREAT ION FUNDING, Recur rent and cap i ta l expend i tu re —2000–013

A B S • SP O R T A N D R E C R E A T I O N F U N D I N G B Y G O V E R N M E N T • 4 1 4 7 . 0 • 2 0 0 0 – 0 1 7



— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

100.0198.98.1190.8Total

17.935.52.333.2Total

5.611.20.111.1Other support services
12.324.42.222.1Coaching and training

Other services

39.979.4—79.4Total

38.777.0—77.0Special events
1.22.4—2.4

Participation by clubs, teams
and individuals

Participation and special events

7.314.55.49.1Total

Venues, grounds and facilities

34.969.50.469.1Total

20.039.7—39.7Regulation and control
15.029.80.429.4

Administration, policy and
planning

Administration and regulation

%$m$m$mCatego r y

Percentage

of totalTotalCapitalRecurrent

COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT SPORT AND RECREAT ION FUNDING, Recur rent and cap i ta l

expend i tu re —2000–014
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

100.0875.2207.3667.8Total

6.758.62.256.4Total

1.19.60.49.2Other support services
3.026.50.226.4Coaching and training
2.622.51.620.8Horse and dog racing

Other services

50.5441.923.1418.7Total

42.8374.911.7363.2Special events
7.767.011.455.6

Participation by clubs, teams
and individuals

Participation and special events

32.0280.2181.299.0Total

10.894.448.446.0
Recreation parks and

waterways

21.2185.8132.853.1Venues and sport grounds
Venues, grounds and facilities

10.894.40.793.7Total

2.320.3—20.3Regulation and control
8.574.20.773.4

Administration, policy and
planning

Administration and regulation

%$m$m$mCatego r y

Percentage

of totalTotalCapitalRecurrent

STATE AND TERRITORY GOVERNMENT SPORT AND RECREAT ION FUNDING, Recur ren t and

cap i ta l expend i tu re —2000–015

(a) Paragraphs 15 to 19 of the Explanatory Notes should be read before making comparisons across
states and territories.

875.258.023.910.072.840.6108.385.1476.5Total

58.62.07.72.74.88.911.910.89.6Other services
441.918.64.21.120.39.817.132.0338.9Participation and special events
280.231.75.62.036.017.949.125.1112.8Venues, grounds and facilities

94.45.76.44.011.74.030.217.115.2Administration and regulation

$m$m$m$m$m$m$m$m$mCatego r y

Aust.ACTNTTas.WASAQldVic.NSW

STATE AND TERRITORY GOVERNMENT SPORT AND RECREAT ION FUNDING, By sta te and

ter r i to r y (a ) —2000–016
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(a) Paragraphs 15 to 19 of the Explanatory Notes should be read before making comparisons across
states and territories.

45.41185.70121.9221.1938.3827.0430.1117.7373.28Total

3.046.5039.465.842.545.913.312.261.48Other services
22.9359.4421.162.4410.686.524.756.6852.12Participation and special events
14.54101.3728.574.3318.9911.9113.655.2317.35Venues, grounds and facilities

4.9018.3932.738.586.172.698.403.562.33Administration and regulation

$$$$$$$$$Catego r y

Aust.ACTNTTas.WASAQldVic.NSW

STATE AND TERRITORY GOVERNMENT SPORT AND RECREAT ION FUNDING PER PERSON, By

state and ter r i to r y (a ) —2000–017

** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable
for general use

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

100.01 050.1323.2726.9Total

0.44.2**1.13.1Total

Other services

0.66.50.56.0Total

Participation and special
events

95.0997.5320.5677.0Total

55.9587.4116.8470.6
Recreation parks and

waterways

39.1410.1203.6206.5Venues and sports grounds
Venues, grounds and facilities

4.041.91.040.8Total

0.44.6**—4.6Regulation and control
3.537.31.036.2

Administration, policy and
planning

Administration and regulation

%$m$m$mCatego r y

Percentage

of totalTotalCapitalRecurrent

LOCAL GOVERNMENT SPORT AND RECREAT ION FUNDING, Recur rent and cap i ta l

expend i tu re —2000–018
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* estimate has a relative standard error of between
25% and 50% and should be used with caution

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than

50% and is considered too unreliable for general
use

(a) Paragraphs 15 to 19 of the Explanatory Notes
should be read before making comparisons across
states and territories.

1 050.17.431.7166.980.6201.3197.8364.4Total

4.2——1.50.10.1**1.2*1.4Total

Other services

6.50.10.11.20.52.80.81.0Total

Participation and special
events

997.57.229.4158.479.0193.5182.3347.8Total

587.45.419.876.653.5135.8101.0195.3
Recreation parks and

waterways

410.1*1.79.681.825.457.7*81.3152.5Venues and sports grounds
Venues, grounds and facilities

41.90.12.15.81.14.913.514.3Total

4.6————0.7*1.8*2.0Regulation and control
37.30.12.15.81.14.211.712.3

Administration, policy and
planning

Administration and regulation

$m$m$m$m$m$m$m$mCatego r y

Aust.NTTas.WASAQldVic.NSW

LOCAL GOVERNMENT SPORT AND RECREAT ION FUNDING, By sta te and

ter r i to r y (a ) —2000–019
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* estimate has a relative standard error of between 25% and 50% and should be used with caution
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable for general

use
(a) Paragraphs 15 to 19 of the Explanatory Notes should be read before making comparisons across

states and territories.

54.4837.6267.3687.9653.7155.9641.2256.05Total

0.220.030.040.780.040.03**0.24*0.21Total

Other services

0.340.630.290.620.330.770.170.15Total

Participation and special
events

51.7536.5162.5683.4852.6353.7937.9953.49Total

30.4827.6342.1440.3635.6737.7421.0430.04
Recreation parks and

waterways

21.28*8.8820.4243.1216.9616.05*16.9523.45Venues and sports grounds
Venues, grounds and facilities

2.170.454.483.080.721.372.822.20Total

0.24——0.02—0.21*0.38*0.31Regulation and control
1.930.454.483.060.721.172.441.89

Administration, policy and
planning

Administration and regulation

$$$$$$$$Catego r y

Aust.NTTas.WASAQldVic.NSW

LOCAL GOVERNMENT SPORT AND RECREAT ION FUNDING PER PERSON, By sta te and

ter r i to r y (a ) —2000–0110
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1 This publication contains estimates of government funding for the

provision of, and support for, sport and physical recreation activities, facilities

and services for the period 2000–01. All three levels of Australian government are

included.

2 In order to ensure that funds are not counted more than once, specific

purpose grants (i.e. for sport and recreation activities) received from one

government agency have been netted out of the expenditure from the receiving

government agency. Hence funds transferred from one level of government to

another, or from one government agency to another (at the same level), have

only been counted once and are recorded against the initial government agency

that granted the funds.

3 Government expenditure is reported exclusive of other revenues (e.g.

revenue from sales of goods and services, admission fees, business sponsorships

and other grants from the private sector). Other revenue has been netted out in

order to provide estimates for these governments own expenditure from their

Treasury general revenue appropriations, or from local Council budgets.

4 The Sydney 2000 Olympic Games and Paralympic Games were held in

September 2000, during the reference year for this collection. Government

funding for the administration of these events is included in the Special events

category, and the inclusion of these funds has a major impact on the level of

funding reported. Government funding for sport and physical recreation venues

associated with these events has been included in the Venues, grounds and

facilities category. Most of the venues, and in turn the associated expenditure on

these venues, for the Olympic and Paralympic Games had been completed prior

to 2000–01. However, there was some funding toward Olympic and Paralympic

Games venues, grounds and facilities occurring during this period. Funds for

urban renewal projects and transport associated with this event were outside the

scope of this collection.

5 Funding for Sports Institutes and for other coaching and training activities,

usually funded by sports agencies, are the only education or training funds

included in this collection. Funding for sport and recreation education and

training provided by education institutions, such as universities, schools and

technical colleges, has been excluded as such funding is largely provided by

education portfolios and cannot be readily separated from total expenditure.

Funding for Industry Training Advisory Boards are also excluded.

6 Within the category of Venues, grounds and facilities, there are two

sub-categories defined for local government as follows: Venues and sports

grounds; Recreation parks and waterways. In some cases, a particular venue,

ground or facility has more than one function; for example, a recreation park

(which would be coded to Recreation parks and waterways) may include a tennis

court (which would be coded to Venues and sports grounds). If the funding

could not be split, respondents were asked to classify the expenditure to the

category they thought most appropriate.

7 Statistics for the Commonwealth Government and State and Territory

Governments relate mainly to funding from Commonwealth and State and

Territory budgets. For some off-budget agencies (i.e. agencies which are

authorised to operate their own bank accounts), only the funding from annual

appropriations is included. Any funding from other sources, such as donations or

membership fees, is excluded from this analysis.

CO V E R A G E
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13 The population values used to calculate per person funding are the ABS

estimates of the resident population at the mid-point of the collection year. This

publication uses resident population estimates for December 2000 (19,273,985).

These values were taken from Australian Demographic Statistics

(cat. no. 3101.0). Estimates of resident population from 1996 are currently being

revised based on 2001 Census data. Updated figures will be utilised in further

editions of this publication.

14 The Australian Capital Territory does not have a local government. To

maintain consistency between levels of government, the same resident

population estimates are used for all estimates of per person funding (regardless

of the level of government under consideration). This approach has been

adopted to allow the aggregate of Commonwealth, state and territory, and local

government per person funding to add to total per person funding.

CALCULATION OF PER

PERSON FUNDING

CO M M O N W E A L T H GO V E R N M E N T

10 Estimates of funding by Commonwealth Government agencies and

authorities were sourced from annual reports and budget papers. Supplementary

information was obtained directly from selected agencies and authorities.

ST A T E AN D TE R R I T O R Y GO V E R N M E N T S

11 State and territory government information was obtained from a range of

sources. Sports agencies supplied details of their recurrent and capital

expenditure. For other state and territory government portfolios, relevant data

about sport and physical recreation funding were extracted from budget papers

and by contacting the relevant agencies. Examples of other state and territory

government portfolios included in this collection are: major events organisations,

tourism, community services, fishing, racing, and forestry or parks.

LO C A L GO V E R N M E N T S

12 Estimates of local government funding of sport and physical recreation

were based on a survey conducted by the ABS in respect of the financial year

2000–01. Information about sampling variability and Relative Standard Errors

(RSE) is provided in the Technical Notes.

SOURCES AND METHODS

9 In 2001, the ABS published the Australian Culture and Leisure

Classifications (ACLC)  (cat. no. 4902.0)  which are intended to form the basis for

future statistical compilation in the fields of culture and leisure by the ABS and

other organisations. The ACLC consists of three parts: the Industry Classification;

the Product Classification; and the Occupation Classification. The Industry

Classification lists the industries consisting of organisations for which the main

activity is the production or provision of culture and leisure goods and services.

Categories used in this publication have been aligned, where possible, with this

Industry Classification. The scope of this collection was focussed on services

most likely to be provided by Government, within the ACLC Industry

Classification, Division 3, Sports and Physical Recreation. Within this Division,

Group 34, Sports and Physical Recreation Goods Manufacturing and Sales were

excluded from this collection, as negligible funding is contributed by government

for the manufacturing and sale of sport and physical recreation goods.

CLASSIFICATION

8 Agencies classified by the ABS as public trading enterprises (e.g. MCG trust)

are not included except to the extent of any subsidies (or capital funding) paid to

them from government budgets.

CO V E R A G E  continued
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21 ABS publications draw extensively on information provided freely by

individuals, businesses, governments and other organisations. Their continued

cooperation is appreciated. Without it, the wide range of statistics published by

the ABS would not be available. Information received by the ABS is treated in

strict confidence as required by the Census and Statistics Act 1905.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

20 Current publications and other products released by the ABS are listed in

the Catalogue of Publications and Products (cat. no. 1101.0). This catalogue is

available from any ABS office or the ABS web site <http:\\www.abs.gov.au>. The

ABS also issues a daily Release Advice on the web site which details products to

be released in the week ahead.

FURTHER INFORMATION

15 Care should be taken when comparing values between states and

territories for some categories of funding as the funding provided by state and

territory governments may vary according to the administrative arrangements

existing in the respective states.

16 Across jurisdictions, the contribution of funding by state and territory

government relative to local government varied.  For example, in the ACT there is

no local government and more funds are contributed by the ACT Government

compared to other states and territories.  For most jurisdictions a higher

proportion of funding was contributed by local government, as was the case for

Tasmania, Western Australia, Victoria, South Australia and Queensland.  Within

NSW the contribution by the state was higher than that contributed by local

government, primarily due to the Sydney Olympic and Paralympic Games.

Within the Northern Territory, more funding is contributed by the Territory

Government relative to local government.  When making comparisons across

state and territories these variations should be taken into consideration.

17 Tables 6 and 7 provide data for major categories of sport and recreation

funding for state and territories. A  detailed breakdown of sub-categories could

not be provided across state and territories. The reason for this was to preserve

the confidentiality of agencies which contributed data. Some agencies have

'commercial in confidence' arrangements (e.g. events corporations).

18 Horse and dog racing administrative arrangements vary considerably across

each state and territory. In some jurisdictions, horse and dog racing services are

administered by government, while in other jurisdictions equivalent services are

administered wholly by the private sector. For example, the horse and dog racing

industry may receive funding from Totalizator Agency Boards (TABs). However,

in most states and territories, TABs have been privatised, including the collection

and distribution of associated revenue in some instances. For consistency,

funding provided by TABs to the racing industry have been excluded from this

collection regardless of whether the TAB is a public or private sector

organisation. Further, this collection does not include funds for legislation or

administration of gambling taxes.

19 The administrative arrangements for Special events was subject to some

variation across states and territories. In some jurisdictions, major special events

were managed by an events corporation (e.g. a private business entity which

receives government funding), while in others they were administered by

government (e.g. within a Tourism portfolio). Nevertheless, it was possible to

consistently identify and include government funding provided to Special events.

As mentioned previously in Explanatory Note 4 , funding for the administration of

the Olympic Games and Paralympic Games are also included in the Special

events category, and this explains the relatively high funding reported within

Participation and special events in NSW.

STATE COMPARISONS
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22 ABS publications which may be of interest include:

Australian Culture and Leisure Classifications, 2001, cat. no. 4902.0

Children's Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities, Australia,

April 2000, cat. no. 4901.0

Cultural Funding, Australia, 2000–2001, cat. no. 4183.0

Involvement in Organised Sport and Physical Activity, Australia,

April 2001, cat. no. 6285.0

Participation in Sport and Physical Activities, Australia, 1999–2000,

cat. no. 4177.0

Sport and Recreation, A Statistical Overview, Australia, 1997,

cat. no. 4156.0

Sports Attendance, Australia, April 1999,  cat. no. 4174.0

Sports Industries, Australia, 2000–2001,  cat. no. 8686.0

RELATED PUBLICATIONS
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4.510.74.4Total

17.956.013.1Total

Other services

4.714.25.0Total

Participation and special
events

4.711.44.7Total

4.39.04.9
Recreation parks and

waterways

9.616.110.5Venues and sports grounds
Venues, grounds and facilities

7.424.07.6Total

24.482.024.4Regulation and control
8.524.18.8

Administration, policy and
planning

Administration and regulation

%%%Catego r y

TotalCapitalRecurrent

RELAT IVE STANDARD ERRORS FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT
ESTIMATES, By category of fund ing —2000–01

4 Sampling variability can be measured by using the relative standard error

(RSE) which is obtained by expressing the SE as a percentage of the estimate to

which it refers. The RSE is a useful measure because it provides an immediate

indication of the percentage errors likely to have occurred due to sampling and,

hence, does not require reference to the size of the estimate.

5 RSEs apply for all tables that include local government sport and recreation

funding estimates. Tables 8, 9 and 10 show the reliability of the estimates by

annotation of the tables. Tables 1, 2 and 3 include estimates that aggregate

Commonwealth, state and territory, and local government estimates to produce

total estimates. These total estimates also have an RSE associated with the local

government component of the estimate.

6 The following tables contain estimates of RSEs for local government

estimates of each category of sport and recreation funding, and for each state and

territory.

RE L A T I V E S T A N D A R D ER R O R S

2 Since the local government estimates are based on information obtained

from a sample, these estimates are subject to sampling variability. That is, they

may differ from the figures that would have been obtained if the survey had

included all councils. One measure of the likely difference is given by the

standard error (SE), which indicates the extent to which an estimate might have

varied by chance because information was collected from a sample of councils.

3 There are about 2 chances in 3 that a sample estimate will differ by less

than one SE from the figure that would have been obtained if all businesses in

the population had been included in the survey, and approximately 19 chances in

20 that the difference will be less than two SEs.

ST A N D A R D ER R O R S

1 Estimates of local government funding for sport and physical recreation

were based on a survey conducted by the ABS in respect of the financial year

2000-01.  A sample of 198 councils was selected, which is representative of Local

Government Areas (LGAs) across Australia.

SU R V E Y SA M P L E
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7 Errors other than those due to sampling may occur because of deficiencies

in the coverage of the collection, imperfections in reporting by respondents or

non-response. Inaccuracies of this kind are referred to as non-sampling errors

and they may occur in any collection, whether it be a census or a sample survey.

Every effort is made to reduce non-sampling error to a minimum by careful

design and testing of questionnaires, efficient operating procedures and systems,

and appropriate methodology.

4.5Aust.

7.2NT
6.4Tas.
9.2WA
5.1SA
6.7Qld

13.6Vic.
8.8NSW

%

Sta te or

te r r i t o r y

Total

RELAT IVE STANDARD ERRORS FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT
ESTIMATES, By state and ter r i to r y —2000–01

RE L A T I V E S T A N D A R D ER R O R S
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Includes funding for the maintenance, improvement and construction of public
areas designed to support a range of recreation activities such as walking,
running, off-road cycling, picnics and children's play. This includes major public
parks, such as Centennial Park in Sydney, as well as local parks with playgrounds.
Within State Forests and National Parks, this includes funds to maintain walking
trails, horse trails, off-road cycle facilities and dedicated recreation reserves that
may include picnic grounds and camping areas.

Recreation parks

Includes expenditure on Recreation parks and Recreation waterways, as
described in this Glossary.

Recreation parks and
waterways

Includes funding intended to support participation in sport and physical activity
by clubs, teams or individuals. This includes funding provided for the operation
of sports or physical recreation clubs or teams and government sponsorship of
sport at the local level. It also includes grants to assist individuals to participate in
sport and physical recreation, as well as government programs to provide
services that assist individuals to participate (e.g. services for indigenous
communities, or persons with disabilities).

Participation by clubs, teams
and individuals

A measure of the funding for sport and physical recreation in a specific category,
calculated as a proportion of the relevant population, and expressed in dollars
per person for the relevant jurisdiction (national, state and territory, or local).

Per person funding

Includes funding for support services other than those included in other
categories. It includes: government sponsored education campaigns to promote
participation in sport and recreational physical activities; sport related drug
testing and analysis services; and government funding to support sports medicine
and research activities.

Other support services

Includes expenditure on Coaching and training, Horse and dog racing and Other
support services as described in this Glossary.

Other services

Includes government funding for the operation, improvement or construction of
facilities specially used and designed for horse or dog racing, including
thoroughbred horse racing, harness racing and greyhound racing. Includes
administration of horse and dog racing.  Refer to Explanatory Note 18 for further
information.

Horse and dog racing

Includes funding for Sports Institutes and for other coaching and training
services provided primarily by sports agencies. While this category also includes
grants to junior sport training from government sources outside the education
portfolio, it excludes funds from the education portfolio for sport education and
training by schools. Education courses run by tertiary institutions (such as
universities or technical colleges) are also excluded. Refer to Explanatory Note 5
for further information.

Coaching and training

Expenditure on goods and transfer of payments (e.g. grants and advances) which
result in the creation of fixed assets or in the acquisition of land, buildings and
intangible assets.

Capital expenditure

Includes funding for government administration, policy development and
planning relating to sports and physical recreation. This includes administration
of recreational fishing. This excludes the administration of venues or facilities
(included in Venues, grounds and facilities), and administration of horse and dog
racing (included in Horse and dog racing).

Administration, policy and
planning

Includes expenditure on Administration, policy and planning and Regulation and
control, as described in this Glossary.

Administration and regulation

A B S • SP O R T A N D R E C R E A T I O N F U N D I N G B Y G O V E R N M E N T • 4 1 4 7 . 0 • 2 0 0 0 – 0 1 19

G L O S S A R Y



Includes funding for the maintenance, operation and construction of facilities
designed specifically for particular sports. This includes: recreation centres;
gymnasia facilities; basketball courts; tennis courts; netball courts; and indoor
and outdoor swimming pools.

Venues

Includes expenditure on Venues and Sports grounds, as described in this
Glossary.

Venues and sports grounds

Includes expenditure on Venues, Sports grounds, Recreation parks and
Recreation waterways, as described in this Glossary.

Venues, grounds and facilities  

Includes funding for the maintenance, improvement or construction of dedicated
outdoor sports grounds, such as a football oval, soccer field or cricket oval. Other
facilities associated with the ovals may also be included, such as club houses and
other public facilities on the oval.

Sports grounds

Includes funding by government to administer, support or provide facilities for
sport and physical recreation activities. The kinds of sport and physical recreation
activities that may be supported by government are wide ranging, and include:
bushwalking; cricket; cycling; fishing; football; golf; gymnastics; martial arts;
motor racing; netball; sailing; skateboarding; swimming; tennis; walking for
exercise; and yoga.

Sport and physical recreation

Includes funding for the organisation and running of sport and physical
recreation events that involve competition across multiple sports or international
competition. Major sport events for particular sports are also included where the
intention is to generate significant economic development or tourism benefits at
a state or national level. Examples in the 2000–01 collection include: the Sydney
2000 Olympic and Paralympic Games; Masters Games; Grand Prix; Bledisloe Cup;
Australian Open Tennis; and Arafura Games. Excludes sport events that are part
of a regular competition process for a particular sport, such as a local netball or
football final.

Special events

Includes funding to support the non-government administration or control of
sport or physical recreation disciplines and/or groups of clubs. This may include
the development and implementation of policies, rules and regulations governing
the conduct of an individual sporting or physical recreation discipline. Most
government funds in this category are for sport associations or peak bodies
involved in the regulation and control of sport.

Regulation and control

Recurrent expenditure refers to expenditure on goods and services and transfer
payments (e.g. grants and subsidies) which do not involve the creation of fixed
assets or the acquisition of land, buildings or tangible assets. It consists mainly of
wages and salaries, purchase of goods and services, and current grants and
subsidies.

Recurrent expenditure

Includes funding for the maintenance, operation and construction of public areas
designed to support a range of water-related recreation activities such as
swimming, surfing, sailing and fishing. Includes funding for recreational marinas,
jetties and waterside recreation facilities. Excludes jetties used for public
transport or ports for commercial vessels.

Recreation waterways
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F O R M O R E I N F O R M A T I O N . . .

INTERNET www.abs.gov.au the ABS web site is the best place to

start for access to summary data from our latest

publications, information about the ABS, advice about

upcoming releases, our catalogue, and Australia Now—a

statistical profile.

LIBRARY A range of ABS publications is available from public and

tertiary libraries Australia-wide. Contact your nearest

library to determine whether it has the ABS statistics

you require, or visit our web site for a list of libraries.

CPI INFOLINE For current and historical Consumer Price Index data,

call 1902 981 074 (call cost 77c per minute).

DIAL-A-STATISTIC For the latest figures for National Accounts, Balance of

Payments, Labour Force, Average Weekly Earnings,

Estimated Resident Population and the Consumer Price

Index call 1900 986 400 (call cost 77c per minute).

INFORMATION SERVICE

Data which have been published and can be provided

within five minutes are free of charge. Our information

consultants can also help you to access the full range of

ABS information—ABS user-pays services can be tailored to

your needs, time frame and budget. Publications may be

purchased. Specialists are on hand to help you with

analytical or methodological advice.

PHONE 1300 135 070

EMAIL client.services@abs.gov.au

FAX 1300 135 211

POST Client Services, ABS, GPO Box 796, Sydney 2001

W H Y N O T S U B S C R I B E ?

ABS subscription services provide regular, convenient and

prompt deliveries of ABS publications and products as they

are released. Email delivery of monthly and quarterly

publications is available.

PHONE 1300 366 323

EMAIL subscriptions@abs.gov.au

FAX 03 9615 7848

POST Subscription Services, ABS, GPO Box 2796Y, Melbourne 3001

© Commonwealth of Australia 2002

Produced by the Australian Bureau of Statistics

4
1

4
7

.0
•

S
P

O
R

T
A

N
D

R
E

C
R

E
A

T
IO

N
F

U
N

D
IN

G
B

Y
G

O
V

E
R

N
M

E
N

T
,

A
U

S
T

R
A

L
IA

•
2

0
0

0
–

0
1


