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AGRICULTURE AND FISHING, NORTHERN TERRITORY
SEASON 1992-93

NOTE -
This publication contains results from the annual Agricultural Census of the Northern Territory conducted
by the Australian Bureau of Statistics. Data supplied by the Northern Territory Department of Primary
Industry and Fisheries has also been included. :

Figures quoted in this publication relate only to large commercial properties in the Northem Territory
with an Estimated Value of Agricultural Operations (EVAQ) greater than $22,500 in 1991-92 and
£20,000 for earlier years.

Explanatory notes are published at the back of this publication.

MAIN FEATURES
During the Northern Territory's 1992-93 season, commercial agriculture and fishing production amounted
to $173.2 million, a decrease of $1.6 million (1.0 per cent) over the previous year's production levels. At
31 March 1993, 298 Territory producers were involved in commercial agriculture with property holdings
totalling 69.9 million hectares.,

Horticulture

Northern Territory horticulture production in the 1992-93 season was valued at $24.8 million, an increase
of $3.3 million over that of the 1991-92 season. In season 1092-93 there was a $1.0 million decrease in
the value of vegetables. 1t should be noted that whilst the restriction on exportation of NT produce to
couthern markets due to Thrips patmi has been lifted it will take some time to re-establish previous levels
of production. In 1992-93 there was a $3.7 million increase in the value of fruit production. This increase
was mainly due to an increase in mango production.

VALUE OF FIELD CROPS AND HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTION
YEARS ENDED 31 MARCEL
NORTHERN TERRITORY

$ million

o 1991-92

& 1992.93

INQUIRIES:  for further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related
unpublished data contact Steve White on Darwin (089) 432 160 or any ABS State
Office.
for information about other ABS statistics and services please refer to the back page of
this publication
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MAIN FEATURES

Beef Cattle and Buffalo

The Northern Territory cattle and livestock products industry, which includes local slaughtering,
interstate movement and live exports, produced $113.7 million for the 1992-93 scason. This was a
decrease of $11.4 million from the previous season, primarily due to a decrease in livestock slaughterings.

Interstate cattle movements continued to account for the majority of Northern Territory cattle disposals.
South Australia received 54.3 per cent of total interstate movements, Queensland 31.4 per cent and
Western Australia 9.5 per cent. 72.2 per cent of cattle moved interstate were fattened, thé remaining 27.8
per cent were for slanghter. An important factor influencing the level of interstate cattle movements in
any particular year is the prevailing climatic conditions in the Northern Territory.

70,097 head of live cattle and buffalo were exported in 1992-93, an increase of 5,812 (9.0 per cent) over
the 1991-92 level.

In the 1992-93 season, 214 Termitory producers reported 1.3 million head of cattle on their holdings, 99.9
per cent of which were meat cattle. The highest concentrations of cattle numbers were in the statistical
local areas, Victoria, Tableland and Sandover- Balance, which together accounted for 66.0 per cent of all
Northern Territory cartle.

Fish, Crustaceans and Molluscs

The total estimated value of landings in the Northern Temitory fishing industry for 1992-93 was $33.3
million, an increase of $6.6 million over that for the 1991-92 season. This increase is attributable to an
increase in 1992-93 prawn landings following a higher rainfall in 1992-93.

The value of the prawn catch accounted for 73.9 per cent of this total catch compared with 69.6 per cent
of the 1991.-92 catch. '

The total estimated value of fish landings for 1992-93 was $6.5 million. Barramundi was the major
species contributor with $2.1 million. The barramundi live catch weight of 451,005 kg was a slight
decrease compared to 1991-92,

Total estimated value of crustaceans landed mm 1992-93 was $26.8 million. The prawn landing of 2.3
tonnes was an increasce of 14.7 per cent from 1991-62,

¥ALUE OF FISHING DNDUSTRY PRODUCTION
NORTHERN TERRITORY
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BOB HARRISON

-Statistician, Northern Territory



TABLE 1. VALUE OF AGRICULTURAL AND FISHING PRODUCTION, NORTHERN TERRITORY

($'000)

1990-91 1991.92 199293
Field Crops & Horticulture {a)(b) 20476 21485 24 8OO
Livestock slaughterings/other dispesals
& livestock products {c) 121,538 125,127 113,683
Fish {d) 31,195 28,243 14,758
Tota! Agriculture & Fishing 173.209 174.855 173,241

fa} Inctudes fruit and vegetables.

{b) Figures relace to years ended 31 March.

{c} Includes livestock slaughtered in the NT, livestock movements interstate and exported live overseas. Also incloded are dressed poultry and
Evestock products such as milk and eggs. Data supplied by Nonthem Temitery Deparunent of Pnmary Indusory & Fisheries, figures relate 10 years ended 30
e,

{d) Includes value af crustaceans, mealluses and Maother of Pearf shell. Fishing industry data supplied by Northem Temitory Dept of Primary
Industry & Fisheres far years ended 30 June.

TABLE 2. TOTAL AREA OF HOLDINGS AND NUMBER OF PRODUCERS

AT 31 MARCH 1993
. Total area of Number of .
Statistical Local Area holding tha) producers
Litchfield (S)-Pt B 117,121 52
South Alligator 527978 g
Daly 1,217 410 13
Elsey - Bal 5,358,868 40
Guif 5,706,660 15
Victoria 11,464,676 31
Tableland 12,946,119 20
Tennant Creek - Bal 5,989,327 12
Patermann 7492278 19
Sandover - Bal 10,143,989 35
Tanami 1,735.516 25
Other 130,178 28
Northern Territory 59,853,118 298

TABLE 3. VALUE OF FIELD CROPS AND HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTION, NORTHERN TERRITORY

YEARS ENDED 31 MARCH
{$'000)

1950-9¢ 199192 1092.93
Field Crops 7,590 8,149 6,995
Vegetables 6,326 4,493 3,507
Fruit 4476 6,275 10,016
Grapes 2,084 2,569 4,315
Totat Field Crops &
Horticolturai Commmeodities 20,476 21,486 24.833




4

TABLE 4. LIVESTOCK NUMBERS ON HOLDINGS, NORTHERN TERRITORY, AT 31 MARCH

1987 1992 1963

Cartle ) 1,352,580 1,334,289 1,347,223

Domesticated Buffalo 18,623 12,592 10,382

Pigs 2,496 2,528 2,681

Goals 1,754 524 1,074

Horses 14.03% 14434 11,905

TABLE 5.
CATTLE NUMBERS AND NUMBER OF PRODUCERS GRAPIL 1. PROPORTION OF CATTLE IN SELECTED AREAS
AT 31 MARCH 1993 : AT 31 MARCH 1993
Number of Fer ;;“t
Statistical Local Area Numbers producers
Victoria 380,626 3l
Tableland 357,105 19
Sandover - Bal 150,782 34 20
Tanamj 86,749 22
Elsey - Bal 86,824 3]
Tennant Creek - Bal o 74491 12
Petermann . 56,426 18
Daly 74,961 12 - 10
Gulf 33,594 12
Crther 45 665 23
Northern Territory 1,347,223 214 0 et o
Tablcland Victoria Sandover Elsey Bal  Tanami  Tenmpant
Bal Creek Bal
Statistical Lecal Arca

TABLE 6. NUMBER OF ALL CATTLE & CALF DISPOSALS
YEARS ENDED 31 MARCH

Statistical Local Area 1990-91 1991-02 1992.93
Victoria ) 75,578 78,542 §3,468
Tableland : 63,517 91,086 139,142
Sandover - Bal 38,802 38,186 39,656
Tanami 20,196 22,604 22,064
Elsey - Bal 17,180 10978 15,716
Tennant Creek - Bal 15,550 12,121 18,696
Petermann 11,354 15,381 13,060
Daly . 5,538 8,698 15,110
Gulf 11,072 7,052 7,339
Cther 7,803 8,953 12,826

Narthern Territory 266,650 293,571 367077
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TABLE 7. INTERSTATE CATTLE MOVEMENTS(a)

1990.91 1991.92 1992-93

Destination Skeriohter Store Total Staughter Siore Tatal Sigughter Stare Total
Sowth Australia 47,959 26,224 74,183 19,330 52,280 71,670 28,843 11,223 100,071
Queensland 12,768 72781 85,549 19,758 84,041 103,799 15,830 41,767 57 5607
Westem 3,678 2584 6,262 6,442 4,081 10,523 6,349 11,187 17,536
Australia

Other States 269 1,288 1,557 724 531 1,275 - 8510 8,510
Total Interstate 64,674 102,877 167,551 46,314 140,553 187,267 51,027 132,687 183,714

{2) Refer to explanato:y notes.

Seurze: Norhem Terdtory Department of Primary Industry & Fisheriss

_20,000

GRAPH 2. LIVE CATTLE MOVEMENTS
NORTHERN TERRITORY TO QUEENSLAND
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GRAPH 3. LIVE CATTLE MOVEMENTS
NORTHERN TERRITORY TO SOUTH AUSTRALIA
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TABLE 8. DOMESTICATED BUFFALO NUMBERS, AT 31 MARCH

Statistical Local Area 19901 1992 1993
Alligator - Sth 5,507 4683 . 2,862
Daly 2,424 505 390
Elsey - Bal 9,204 7.234 6,708
Victoria 1,191 96 - 117
Crther 297 474 305
Northern Territory 18.623 12,992 10382

TABLE 9. NUMBER AND VALUE OF BUFFALO SLAUGHTERED AT NT ABATTOIRS

Year Number Estimated Value (3 000) (a}
1990.91 11,577 2,988
1991-92 7.570 2,063
1992-93 4,431 1.151

ta} Estimated valuss are caloulated as the product of the number of buffalo whic weze slavghiered (and passed meat inspecdon) and the average wvalue per
head. The average value per head is hased on monthly abattoir prices and averge dressed weights. The huffalo siaughtesing statistics are based an monthly
summaries prepared by meat inspectars.

Source: Narthem Ternizary Dept of Primary Industey & Fisheries tabulations.

GRAPH 4. LIVE CATTLE EXPORTS
NORTHERN TERRITOHY
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TABLE 10. LIVE CATTLE & BUFFALO EXPORTS(a)
NORTHERN TERRITCORY
Commodity  19%0-91 1991.92 1992.93
Numbers

Catlle

Slaughter 14,553 19,657 13,743

Store 0,137 43270 55433
Tetal Cottle 44,730 62,927 a9.176
Buffalo

Slaughter 1,807 1,353 336

Store - 5 a5
Total Buffalo 1,807 1,358 @27
Total Exports 46,537 64,285 70,097

fa) Figures also include NT cattle & buffale exporied via Windiam, WA,
Source: Nozgthem Ternitory Dept of Primary Industy & Fisheries.

TABLE 11, BEEF & BUFFALO MEAT EXPORTS. NORTHERN TERRITORY

1990-91 1991-92 1992-93
Commodity fonnes 34000 tonnes $A4°000 tonnes JACO0
Fresh Reef 100 544 1,927 6,730 79 398
Fresh Buffalo ‘ 155 526 52 135 17 66
Total Fresh Meat 255 1070 1,979 6,365 o6 464
Frozen Beef 6,555 21,384 11,287 34,550 6,649 21,072
Frozen Buffalo 1,022 3,513 665 2377 368 1,301
Total Frozen Meat 7377 25,197 11952 36,927 7.017 22463
Total Meat Exports 7,832 26,267 13,931 43,792 7,113 22,927
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TABLE 13. NORTHERN TERRITORY FISHING INDUSTRY, SELECTED SPECIES LANDINGS

1990.91 1991-92 199283

Caich live Estimated Cateh live Esiimated Catch live Estimated

wetght value weight value weight value

Species (tonnes) {000} ftonnes) 3060) - {tonnes) 13000)

FISH
Barmamundi 457 1,721 437 * : 1,689 451 2,073
Mackerel 414 395 386 876 248 . 727
Shark a5 400 453 841 529 935
Snapper 38 1,111 529 1,592 437 ' 1,192
Other 1,034 1,8i2 J04 1,576 605 1,535
Total Fish 2.608 6,729 2571 6,574 2291 6,462
CRUSTACEANS
Prawn (a) 2,733 231954 2044 183,573 2344 24,600
Mud Crab 112 728 196 1,374 207 2,052
Oiher 12 188 19. 856 23 143
Total Crustaceans 2857 24 870 2259 20,033 2573 26,795
MOLLUSCS

Pead Shell (b) £9,0{10 125 52,000 n.a. 49 000 n.a.
Scalleps 14 35 2 23 & 12
Other 13 3z 29 53 4 24
Total M olhses 28 103 38 76 15 £l
N.T. Fisheries 5493 31.195 4.368(0) 26.683(c) 4.879(d} 23,293(d)

{a)Figures are obuaired frem Nonkem Temitery trader puchases and Dept Primary Industry & Fisheres Expon Inspection senviar.

{b)F1geres relate to number of shell only and are not inchided in the total weight The estimated valve rhates exly to shell uken far Mother of Pearl.
(¢} Tetal excludes value of pead sheit retained for peart producdon.

(d) Totals excluce Trepang weight{45 6 tonnes) and valea{$240 000),

Source: Northem Terniery Dept of Primary Industry & Fishenzs

GRAPH 5. VALUE OF FiSH LANDINGS AS A FERCENTAGE
OF TOTAL CATCH
NORTHERN TERRITORY
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Scope and coverage

Unless otherwise specified, statistics in
this publication are derived from the annual
Agricultural  Census conducted throughout
Australia at 31 March, which collects data from
establishments with agricultural activity.

2. To minimise demands on smal
operators for statistical information and to
reduce the cost of processing the Census, the
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) excludes
from the Census those establishments that make
only a small contribution 1o overall agricultural
production.  From 1986-87 the scope of the
Census excludes those establishments with an
estimated value of agricultural operaiions
(EVAQ) less than $20,000. From 1991-92 this
figure has been increased to $22.500.

3. Generally, an operator who works on
more than onc establishment must supply
separate annual returns for each establishment.
If, however, the establishments are not far apart
geographically, and arc worked as one, the
operator may (and in most cases does) supply a
single composite return. For statistical purposes,
establishments covered by a composite return
are  tregted as a  single  agricultural
establishment. Where an establishment extends
into two or more statistical Jocal areas, all
operations of that establishment are attributed to
the statistical local area in which the homestead
is located.

4. Some data in this publication is
obtained from information supplied 10 agencies
other than the Australian Burean of Statistics, in
which case the ABS scope and coverage
parameters do not apply. Data itcms involved
are:

(2) Interstate cattle movements.

{b) Rainfall.

(c) Live exponts,

(d) Fishing industry landings.

Australian Standard Geographical
Classification (ASGC)

3. The ASGC is a system for the
classification of statistical units by geographical
arcas.

6. The system is hierarchical with each
geographical area constituting a particular level
in one of seven hierarchies.

7. At the base of one hicrarchy are the
smallest geographic classifications, the Census
Districts, These districts may then be combined
te form Statistical Local Areas (as referred to in
the map provided), the next iével in the
hierarchy. This process of aggregation continues
upward to Statistical Subdivisions (SSD's), then

Statistical Divisions {SD's), then
States/Territories (S} and finally Auvstralia.
Deciles

8.’ Mean or average rainfall figures can

give a misleading impression of the regime,
especially in tropical parts of the Northern
Territory. The decile ranges give a better
indication of how dry or wet the month or year
has been than the departure from the 'mean’ or
‘average’. All rainfalls received at a particular
station are ranked in order from lowest to
highest. The lowest 10 per cent are in decile
range 1, the next 10 per cent are in decile range
2, and so on. the highést 10 per cent being in
decile range 10,

Interstate Livestock Movements

9. Data on interstate livestock movements
is dedved from information reported at three
State/Territory border locations.

10, Cattle movements 10 Western Australia
are reported 10 the Northern Territory
Department of Primary Industry & Fisheres by
the Western Australian  Department  of
Agriculture in Kunonurra,

1. Data on the movement of cattle to
Queensland is supplied by the Queensland
Departument of Primary Industry in Mt Isa.

12. The Northern Territory Deparument of
Primary Industry & Fisheries in Alice Springs
teports all cattle movements to South Australia
and other southern States,

Fishing Industry Landings

13. Landings is the term used to refer to
fish caught in Northern Territory waters but not
necessarily off-loaded at Northemn Territory
ports. However, prawn landings refer only to
catches off-loaded at Territory ports, regardless
of the waters they were caught in.

14, Fishing industry data is compiled from
Territory fishermen's monthly retumns to the
Northermn Territory  Department of Primary
Industry & Fisheries.



AgStats

is. AgStats  comsists of the annual
Agricuitural Census results at small area level in
the six States and two Temitories. It is
available on Floppy Disk (7117.0); Magnetic
Tape (7116.0); Microfiche (7118.0) or CD-ROM
(7115.00

Related publications

16. Users may also wish to refer to the
following publications  available from ABS
bookshops:

Agricultural Indusiries, Structure of Operating
Units, Australia (7102.0)

Livestock and Livestock Products, Australia
(7221

Crops and Pastures, Australia (7321.0)
Fruit, Australia (7322.0)

Value of Agriculra.;al Commuodities Produced,
Aupstralia (7503.0)

Agricultural Industries, Financial Statistics,
Australia (7507.0}

Symbols and other usages

- nil or rounded to zcro
n.a. not available

n.c. not collected

n.p. not published

kg kilograms

t tonnes

SA Australian dollars

10
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Bureau of
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For more information ...

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other Information on Australia’s econemic and
~ social conditions. Details of what is available in various publications and other products can be
found in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products available at al] ABS Offices.

Information Consultancy Service -

Information tailored to special needs of clients can be obtained from the Information Consultancy
Service avaitable at ABS Offices (see Information Inquiries below for contact detalls).

National Dial-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400
{Steadycom PiL: premium rata 250/21.4 secs.)
This number gives you 24 hour access, 365 days a year for a range of statistics.

Electronic Data Services

A wide range of ABS data are availabie on electronic media. The ABS PC TELESTATS service
delivers major economic indicator main features ready to download into personal computers on
the day of release. The PC AUSSTATS seivice enables on—line access to a data base of thou-
sands of up—to—date time series. Selected datasets are also available on disketie or CO-ROM.
For more detalls on electronic data services available, contact Information Services in any of
the ABS Offices (see Information Inquiries below for centact details).

Bookshops and Subscriptions

There are over 500 titles of various publications avaiiable from ABS Bookshops in all ABS Offices
(see Bookshop Sales helow for contact details). The ABS also provides a subscription service
through which nominated pubiications are provided by mail on a regular basis at no additional cost
(telephone Pubiications Subscription Service toll free on 008 02 06 08 Australia wide),

Sales and Inquiries

MLC Building, 81 Smith St, Darwin

o)

'Regional Offices [Information Inquiries Bookshop Sales
SYDNEY (02) 268 4611 (02) 268 4620
MELBOURNE (03) 615 7000 {03)615 7829
BRISBANE (07) 222 6351 {07} 222 6350
PERTH (09) 323 5140 (09) 323 5307
ADELAIDE {08} 237 7100 (08) 237 7582 -
HOBART (002) 205 800 (002) 205 800
CANBERRA {05) 207 0326 {CB)Y 207 0326
DARWIN (089) 43 2111 (089) 43 2111
National Office ‘

ACT (06) 252 BOQ7 008 02 06 08

A

Information Services, AES, GPO Box 3796, Darwin 0801
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