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CHAPTER 7

HOURS OF WORK

The ABS Monthly Labour Force Survey provides the principal source of information about actual, average and
aggregate hours worked by employed persons. Hours worked data from this survey are provided for males and
females, full-time and part-time employed persons, and by broad industry group.

In addition to the statistics on hours worked collected in the Labour Force Survey, data on hours paid for arc
collected from surveys of employers. Information on overtime hours paid for is presented in this chapter.

Hours of work

Average hours of work were slightly lower in August 1992 than in August 1982, although there was some variability
over the ten-ycar period. The average weekly hours worked declined from 35.8 hours in August 1982 to 35.4 hours in
August 19592, although over the same period the average hours worked by full-time workers increased (39.9 hours per
week in August 1982 compared with 41.8 hours per week in August 1992). The average weekly hours worked by
part-time workers has decreased 10 15.4 hours in August 1992 from 15.7 hours in August 1982.

Average hours of work were higher for males than females. For female full-time workers the average weekly hours
worked were 39.2 hours in August 1992, compared with 40.0 hours for male full-time workers,

TABLE 7.1. HOURS WORKED BY EMPLOYED PERSONS, AUSTRALIA, AUGUST 1982 AND AUGUST 1992

(*000)
Females
Not
Males Married Married Total Persons
AUGUST 1982
Weekly hours worked—
0 2133 49.9 78.5 128.4 341.8
1-15 1300 128.4 287.7 416.1 546.2
16-29 224.7 97.7 288.5 386.2 610.9
30-34 2991 83.3 1209 204.1 503.2
35-39 6169 194.9 195.5 3904 1,007.3
40 1,176.5 288.6 254.8 543.4 1,719.9
41-44 2522 50.1 383 88.4 340.6
45-48 358.7 349 35.1 70.0 428.6
49 and over 7529 46.1 81.8 1279 8R0.9
Tetal 4,0243 9738 1,381.2 12,3550 6,379.3
AUGUST 1992(a)

Weekly hours worked—
0 206.3 524 9.7 144.1 350.5
I-1% 2682 262.2 421.3 683.4 951.6
16-29 283.5 155.0 431.5 586.5 870.0
30-34 304.3 104.1 194.0 298.1 602.3
35.39 7184 2454 3136 5590 1.277.4
40 868.9 200.7 252.8 4535 13224
41-44 242.6 57. 65.5 1226 365.2
45.48 399.1 £8.8 80.1 138.7 537.8
49 and over 1,142.1 93.5 166.4 2599 14021
Total 4,4334 1,228.9 2,016.9 32458 7,679.3

{a) Estimates are based on a revised definition ntroduced m Apnl 1986, See the Technical Notes for further information.

Source: The Labour Force, Ausiraha (6203.0),
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TABLE 72. EMPLOYED PERSONS: AGGREGATE AND AVERAGE WEEKLY HOURS WORKED, AUSTRALIA,
AUGUST 1982 TO AUGUST 1992

Aggregate weekly hours worked (million) Average weekly hours worked
Wage and
Full-time Part-time ' Full-time Part-time salary
August workers waorkers Total workers workers earners Other{a) Total
MALES
1982 154.7 4.0 158.7 40.9 16.7 379 46.7 394
1983 150.4 4.0 154.4 41.0 16,7 319 4.1 9.6
1984 156.8 39 160.8 41.6 16.1 384 46.8 40.0
1985 159.4 4.1 163.5 413 16.2 38.1 410 39.8
1986(b) 163.3 43 167.7 41.6 154 3s4 46.5 9
1987 165.5 49 170.4 41.8 153 383 46.6 3938
1988 173.2 46 v 1778 - 42.5 150 39.1 472 40.6
1989 181.1 51 186.2 42.9 14.4 39.5 46.3 40.7
1990 179.9 5.4 185.3 42.6 14.8 394 45.1 404
1991 170.6 6.1 176.6 42.3 4.9 38.6 450 9.8
1992 170.5 6.9 177.4 43.0 4.9 8.9 44.8 40.0
FEMALES
1982 56.3 N XA 69.4 374 15.4 29.5 29.2 29.5
1983 56.5 131 69.6 38.0 15.4 29.7 303 298
1984 59.0 14.3 73.2 381 158 299 299 299
1985 60.5 15.1 5.7 377 15.8 29.4 302 29.5
1986(b) 63.8 159 79.7 3738 15.5 295 287 294
1987 64.8 17.2 820 37 156 292 284 29.1
1988 68.7 18.3 87.1 382 15.6 29.5 280 29.
1989 73.2 19.7 93.0 87 15.6 29.5 290 29.5
1990 75.4 20.2 95.6 388 15.6 29.7 283 295
1991 73.6 204 94,0 38.6 15.5 29.2 290 29.2
1992 722 219 9.1 39.2 15.6 29.0 28.8 29.0
PERSONS
1982 2109 17.2 228.1 39,9 15.7 4.7 41.5 5.8
1983 206.8 17.1 2239 40.2 15.7 347 42.1 se
1934 2158 18.2 234.0 40.6 159 35.1 42.0 36.2
1985 ) 220.0 19.3 239.2 40.3 159 34.7 41.9 35.8
1986(b) 2271 202 2474 40.5 155 kN 40.7 5.8
1987 2HL3 221 2524 40.6 155 34.6 40.8 356
1988 2419 229 264.8 41.2 15.5 35.1 409 36.0
1989 254.3 248 279.2 4.6 15.3 353 40.7 36.1
1990 2552 256 280.8 414 15.4 352 39.5 5e
199 244.2 26.5 2.7 41.3 153 345 396 353
1992 242.7 288 mns 418 15.4 346 394 354

(a) Compnsea employess, sell-employed p and wipaid family belpers. (b) Estimates from August 1986 are based on a tevised definition introdoced v Apnl 1986.
See the Technical Notes for fusther informabion.

Source: The Labour Force, Austraha (6203.0).
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TABLE 7.3. AVERAGE WEEKLY HOURS WORKED: EMPLOYED PERSONS BY INDUSTRY, AUSTRALIA, AUGUST 1982 TO

AUGUST 1992 -
August
Industry 1982 I983 1984 1985 1986(a) 1987 1988 1089 1990 1991 1902
MALES
Agriculture, forestry, fishung and hunting 419 48.0 47.8 410 486 48.2 48.0 46.0 473 47.4 46.4
Muing 38.7 37.2 369 392 386 8.6 41.5 42.2 42.1 40.6 41.6
Manufacturing 335 354 39.4 39.1 39.5 39.3 40.5 409 40.9 354 40.5
Electricily, gas and water 353 353 35.5 34.5 350 35.5 138 364 35.6 36.3 36.0
Construction 381 379 389 38.7 383 92 40.4 40.9 387 38.5 385
Wholesale and rctail trade 40.8 41.5 41.6 41.3 41.5 40.9 41.2 41.0 40.7 40.2 40.1
Transpor and storape 193 9.3 9.7 0.4 9.9 95 40.3 40.9 41.3 41.1 4.0
Communication 319 335 337 357 341 345 344 36.5 353 354 355
Finance, property and business services 387 397 40.7 40.2 404 40.5 42,0 420 41.2 40.8 41.7
Public administration and defence 352 355 36.2 3.8 5.4 356 36.2 36.2 374 354 36.9
Community services 59 192 39.1 ¥7.9 334 385 39.2 394 39.1 89 38.8
Recreation, personal and other services 411 394 399 9.1 39.6 39.2 389 39.0 8.6 371 375
Total employed 394 395 40.0 308 9 398 4006 40.7 404 398 40.0
MARRIED FEMALES
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 263 28.8 215 274 79 293 26.6 26.5 281 29.2 271
Mining 325 1.9 0.2 28.5 34.5 325 4 329 36.2 387 30.6
Manufacturing 37 121 24 31.0 i16 19 21 325 120 .3 ne
Electricity, gas and water 356 30.7 26.5 2.7 294 30.5 27.0 316 219 332 3Ly
Construction 18.1 19.1 18.3 18.5 17.9 17.7 }8.8 17.7 18.3 7.9 18.3
Wholesale and retail irade 29.1 294 29.5 29.7 29.5 29.0 28.7 28.8 29.5 29.2 294
Transport and storage 26.0 24.1 289 7.0 26.7 253 270 28.8 28.1 27.1 29.7
Commumication 27.0 28.1 29.8 284 28.1 219 30.1 .l 29.5 28.9 30.7
Finance, property and business services 26.1 76 289 270 7.0 276 282 238 285 289 28,2
Public admanistration and defence 282 285 283 276 28.6 28.3 29.5 28.2 29.5 289 30.5
Community services 273 274 274 26.9 7.2 6.9 215 213 7 28.0 279
Recreation, personal and other services 26.4 255 26.7 285 27.8 274 7.5 28.1 28.7 273 27.5
Total employed 278 282 285 280 280 280 282 283 28.6 285 286
ALL FEMALES
Agricutture, forestey, fishing and bunting 274 29.7 287 29.2 28.5 9.2 3 268 8.3 9.8 219
Mining 347 6.8 323 g 4.9 33 372 35.1 35.1 39.2 321
Manufacturng 328 XN 335 22 7 331 30 334 329 32.1 334
Elecincity, gas and waler 333 3.4 122 0.7 3.9 33.1 30.0 316 kIR EX 23 29
Construction 212 215 21.2 216 20.0 20.1 2L . 206 2L3 19.7 201
Wholesale and retall trade 28.7 289 28.5 289 28.7 PN 215 2.7 27.8 27.0 27.0
Transport and storage 20.8 298 328 29.9 30.0 29.3 30.3 K] BY 316 109 Lé
Communication 29.1 29.7 305 312 303 28.2 29.3 L6 303 305 325
Finance, property and business services 29.7 305 3t 30.5 300 30.6 13 318 i .2 30.2
Public administration and defence 303 Jos anl 290.9 309 30.6 3 30.7 314 305 3
Commumty services 29.9 36.1 299 293 29.3 29.1 20.5 292 29.6 29.6 29.5
Recreation, personal and other services 212 26.3 218 28.4 2.7 214 216 28.3 28.0 27.0 26.6
Total employed 295 298 209 205 204 20.4 293 295 295 292 290
PERSONS
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 42.7 43.7 43.2 410 43.0 43.1 42.0 40.5 419 42.3 40.9
Mining 8.3 37.2 36.5 8.4 38.3 3.1 41.2 41.5 41.4 40.5 40.7
Manufacturing kYN 371 379 373 376 7 38.5 R 38.8 374 38.6
Electricnty, gas and water 35.2 350 352 4.2 M7 353 335 3.0 352 36.0 356
Construction 36.5 36.1 7.1 36.6 359 3.8 8.0 383 36.5 36.2 36.1
Wholesale and retail trade 156 35.0 3159 36.0 359 5] 51 349 kLAY 34.3 4.1
Trunsport and storage 37.8 79 386 g8 82 7 383 39.1 9.3 39.0 39.2
Communication 2.7 Ly X 29 M6 33.1 329 LX) 35.2 340 339 34.5
Finance, property and business services 34.5 353 5.2 358 354 358 36.7 EFN| 36.2 36.1 36.1
Public admmnistration and defence 336 339 s 33.0 33.8 337 M4 34.0 349 333 34.8
Community services 333 335 132 124 7 324 nY 328 329 2.8 kA
Recreation, personal and other services 331 319 334 EXN 29 325 324 29 326 N4 34
Total employed ass 359 36.2 358 358 356 360 5.1 359 353 354

{a} Estimates from August 1986 are based on & revised definition wtroduced in Apnl 1986, See the Techmical Notes for further informauon,

Source: The Labour Force, Anstralia (6203.0).
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TABLE 74. HOURS PAID PER EMPLOYEE: STATES AND TERRITORIES, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYER SIZE AND SECTOR, 1991-92

{number of hours per employee)

Hours paid but not worked

Total

Hours Annical Sick Other Public hovrs

worked leave leave leave holidays Total paid
StatestTerritories—
New Soath Wales 1,502 104 28 11 45 i88 1,690
Victoria 1,479 113 23 1§ 54 206 1,685
Queensland 1,462 99 22 8 41 170 1,632
South Australia 1477 104 26 10 44 185 1,661
Westemn Australia 1474 113 2! 13 54 203 1,677
Tasmania 1,461 106 25 10 51 192 1,653
Northem Territory 1,481 129 24 9 50 212 1,693
Australisn Capital Territory 1,503 103 31 16 6 205 1,708
Industry—
Mining 1,790 153 38 17 62 270 2,060
Manufactuting 1711 17 30 9 57 213 1,924
Electriaty, gas and water 1,635 140 53 28 7l 292 1,927
Consuruction 1,693 99 21 9 58 189 1,883
Wholezale and retail wrade 1,390 74 15 4 a7 129 1,520
Transpont, storage and communicabion 1,654 129 42 15 58 243 1,897
Finance, propetty and business services 1,541 102 24 7 54 188 17128
Public administration and defence 1,512 112 40 22 63 238 1,750
Commumty services 1,330 136 3 18 45 229 1,559
Recreation, personal and other services 1,206 52 10 2 20 84 1,250
Employer size—
0-19 employees 1,464 73 11 2 39 125 1,588
20-99 employees 1,491 97 21 5 44 167 1,657
100 or more employees 1491 124 35 17 53 229 1.720
Secror—
Private 1,483 92 20 6 43 161 1,644
Public 1,485 141 42 23 59 265 1,751
Total 1991-92 1,484 106 7 n 48 192 L6715
Total 1986-87 1,53¢ 104 30 11 52 196 1,734

Sowrce: Labour Costs, Australia (6348.0).



Overtime

In the five years to November 1992 overtime has fluctuated, reaching a peak in November 1989 followed by a fall for
two years to November 1991 then rising slightly in November 1992.

Average weekly overtime hours per employee rose by 10 per cent from 1.46 hours in November 1987 to 1.60 hours
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in November 1989, fell by 29 per cent to 1.14 hours in November 1991 and then rose by S per cent o 1.20 hours in

November 1992,

Average weekly overtime hours worked for persons working overtime rose by 7 per cent from 7.27 hours in
November 1987 to 7.79 hours in November 1989, fell by 11 per cent to 6.96 hours in November 1991 and then rose
by 5 per cent to 7.31 hours in November 1992,

The percentage of employed persons who worked overtime was 20.05 per cent in November 1987, rose to 20.48 per
cent in November 1989, fell to 16.31 in November 1991 and then rose to 16.45 in November 1992,

CHART 7.1. OVERTIME HOURS PAID FOR, AUSTRALIA, NOVEMBER 1987 AND NOVEMBER 1992
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CHART 7.2. AVERAGE WEEKLY OVERTIME HOURS
PER EMPLOYEE, AUSTRALIA

Hours Hours
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¢ = - 1.0
f T T T T 1
Nov. Nov. Nov, Now, Nov. Nov.
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Source: Job Yacancier and Overime {6354 0)

TABLE 75. AVERAGE WEEKLY OVERTIME HOURS PAID FOR: INDUSTRY, AUSTRALIA, NOVEMBER 1987 TO
NOVEMBER 1992

Industry 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992
AVERAGE WEEKLY OVERTIME HOURS PER EMPLOYEE IN THE SURVEY
Mining 4,00 5.66 5.92 525 544 520
Manufacturing 299 316 3 2.69 2.59 292
Electricity, gas and waler 175 1.98 1.85 1.99 1.62 1.89
Construction 281 227 2.96 345 2.08 1.9¢
Wholesal: trade L35 1.14 1.41 1.04 140 1.35
Retail trade 0.79 0.72 0.77 0.81 0.64 0.64
Transport and storage: Communication 270 3.44 2,82 2.55 1.8% 231
Public admunistration and defence 0.77 0.88 0.87 0.84 . 0.80 0.76
Community services 0.40 0.36 0.39 0.42 0.37 0.39
Other(s} 0.64 0.68 0.70 0.53 037 0.41
All industries 1.46 148 1.60 1.34 L14 1.20
AVERAGE WEEKLY OVERTIME HOURS PER EMPLOYEE WORKING OVERTIME
Mining 9.98 12.39 11.51 11.38 10.89 10.82
Manufactunng 8.11 8.63 9.25 323 7.93 8.50
Clectricity, pas and water 7.30 1.51 7.40 7.91 7.20 7.80
Construction 8.72 177 9.50 10,72 9.76 9.80
Whaolesale trade 7.24 6.47 7.04 6.25 6.79 787
Retail wade 4.27 4.3% 4.54 4.96 4.67 479
Transpor and storage, Communication 892 10.34 8.98 8.27 7.05 3.3
Public admumistravon and defence 561 6.10 6.04 5.62 5.60 5.96
Community services 5.70 6.22 594 5.9 6.05 5.21
Other(a) 517 548 5.65 5.70 4.83 4.91
AN Industries 1.27 759 M 7.44 696 31
PERCENTAGE OF EMFLOYEES IN THE SURVEY WORKING OVERTIME
Mining 40,07 45.65 51.45 46.12 49.92 48.06
Manufaciunng 36.85 36.59 40.15 3268 3269 34,32
Electnony, gas and water 24.00 26.31 25.00 25.14 2245 24,25
Construcuon 217 29.27 3Lz 32.24 2132 20.28
Wholesale trade 18.64 17.60 19.97 16.67 20.57 16.98
Retail trade 18.49 16.49 17.01 16.26 13.75 13.44
Transpont and storage: Communicalion 3023 33.26 31.38 30.79 26.77 21.73
Public adounistration and defence 13.79 14.40 14.46 15.02 14.26 12.79
Community services 7.03 582 6.50 12 6.07 742
Other(a) 11.03 12.11 12.46 9.28 77 B33
All industries 2005 19.51 20.48 17.98 1631 1645

ia) Comprises Finance, property and business services and Recreation, personal and other senvices.

Source: Job Vacancies and Overtime, Ausrrolia [6354.0),



