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CHAPTER 5

PERSONS NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE

Persons not in the labour force represent that group of the population who during a particular week are neither
employed nor unemployed. From the labour market perspective, the main interest is in their potential to participate in
the labour force. In addition to analysing persons not in the labour force by their demographic and family
characteristics, autention is also focussed on their degree of attachment (o the labour force. This is achieved by
examining the concepts of ‘marginal aitachment to the labour force’ and ‘discouraged jobseekers’.

The sources for the statistics in this chapter are the ABS monthly Labour Force Survey and associated supplementary
surveys, In particular, a survey of persons not in the labour force is conducted annually to examine the labour force
a(tachments of persons not in the labour force,

Persons Not In the Labour Force
There were 5,136,500 persons not in the labour force in August 1992, 1,771,900 males and 3,364,600 females.

Females comprised 66 per cent of persons not in the labour force in August 1992 compared with 71 per cent ten
years earlier.

In August 1992, 37 per cent of persons nrot in the labour force were aged 65 and over, compared with 31 per cent in
August 1982,

A survey conducted in September 1992 provided details of the characieristics of persons aged 15 to 69 who were not
in the labour force. There were 3,738,100 persons not in the labour force, accounting for 30 per cent of the civilian
population aged 15 to 69. This proportion has changed little over the last five years.

¢ Females comprised some 67 per cent of those not in the labour force, whereas they constituted 42 per cent of
persons in the labour force.

¢ Some 71 per cent of women not in the labour force reported home duties/child care as their main activity. This
category accounted for 5 per cent of men not in the labour force,

* The most comumon main activities for males who were not in the labour force were retired/voluniarily inactive
(37%}) and attending an educational institution (33%).

Some 30 per cent of persons not in the labour force reported that they would like a job. Of those who were attending
an educational institution, 41 per cent wanted a job, while of persons whose main activity was retired/voluntarily
inactive, 11 per cent reported that they wanted to work.

Persons Not In The Labour Force With Marginal Attachment to the Labour Force

Persons not in the labour force can be classified as either having or not having marginal atachiment to the labour
force. In order to be marginally attached, a person must be neither employed nor unemployed but nevertheless
seeking work, or would be available to start work within four weeks.

Persons with,marginal atachmeni to the labour force numbered 846,400 in September 1992. This represents 23 per
cent of all persons aged 15 10 69 not in the labour force. This proportion has risen gradually since September 1989
when it was 20 per cent.

The majority of marginally attached persons were female (599,700 or 71%). Of the marginally auached women,
200,100 (33%) gave childcare as the main reason for not actively looking for work, Another 79,300 (13%) gave
auending an educational institution as the main reason for not seeking work. Some 18 per cent gave reasons which
classilied them as discouraged jobseckers.

Of the 246,700 males who were marginally attached to the labour force, 89,000 (36%) gave altending an educational
institution as the main reason for not actively looking for work, 33,400 (14%) gave own ill health/physical disability
as the main reason and 15 per cent were discouraged jobseekers,



TABLE 5.1. PERSONS NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE: AGE, AUSTRALIA, AUGUST 1982 TO AUGUST 1992

(000)
Age group
70 and
August 15.19 20.24 25-34 3544 45.54 55.5¢ 60-64 65-69 over Toral
MALES
1982 243.6 70.4 63.4 48.2 77.0 78.0 160.5 2183 355.3 13146
1981 271.0 69.0 57.2 52.1 74.5 82.0 183.2 2163 373.8 1,379.2
1984 267.6 7HO 62.1 57.1 T8.1 89.0 190.6 216.7 386.6 14188
1985 280.8 68.6 70.2 $7.8 T9.4 90.7 198.3 219.8 403.9 1,469.5
1986(a) 284.2 722 67.3 65.2 30,9 932 193.2 2339 419.3 1.509.4
1987 299.5 69.7 TL.3 66.4 7.2 96.8 186.9 243.6 434.2 1,565.4
1988 3.7 65.1 85.0 TLY 109.1 98.9 190.2 257.5 444.8 1,633.9
1989 288.9 2.1 721 4.8 100.8 92.9 182.2 268.3 457.6 1.619.7
1990 297.1 76.7 80.7 4.0 96.5 87.9 180.8 275.3 4721 1.641.1
1991 3208 91.2 80.1 82.1 99.3 104.1 184.0 2731 493.7 1.728.3
1992 308.2 900 96.3 89.7 112.9 98.1 187.5 274.8 514.3 1.771.9
FEMALES
1982 276.8 197.0 570.6 402.3 3728 275.3 .2 275.8 571.0 3.242.8
1983 270.2 1934 588.8 421.2 3814 267.7 303.3 280.8 592.3 3,299.1
1984 279.6 186.8 568.9 429.1 340 2709 316.5 273.6 620.5 33199
1985 2815 173.8 $42.3 417.3 3776 272.3 323.7 2823 642.7 3.313.6
1986(a) 287.1 165.7 5204 3978 519 263.8 32141 293.3 665.2 3.266.3
1987 350 157.8 5071 399.3 I54.8 254.4 32000 301.8 681.2 32914
1988 303.1 156.6 514.6 384.9 3516 248.4 3154 317.2 696.8 3,288.6
1989 295.5 148.1 482.6 376.3 Mb6.7 244.2 3t8.1 3313 7159 12587
1990 . 204.4 i41.3 486.8 3574 M55 236.0 308.1 333.2 740.0 12427
1991 336 160.6 482.1 369.5 3447 2319 314 3349 T68.5 33170
1992 293.6 173.1 494.4 376.5 345.7 2334 LN 3389 793.9 3,364.6
PERSONS
1982 520.4 267.4 634.0 450.5 449.7 3533 461.7 494.1 926.3 4,557.4
1933 541.2 262.4 646.1 473.3 455.9 9.7 486.5 497.1 966.2 4,678.3
1984 547.2 257.8 631.0 486.2 452.1 359.9 507.2 490.3 1,007.2 4,378.7
1985 562.2 242.5 612.6 475.2 457.0 363.1 522.0 502.0 1,46.5 4,783.1
1986(a) 5713 237.9 587.7 463.0 4328 357.0 514.3 521.0 1,084.5 4.715.7
1987 614.5 221.5 578.4 465.7 4419 ¢ 351.1 517.0 545.3 11154 4.856.8
1938 614.8 2217 590.6 456.6 460.7 M3 505.5 574.8 1,141.5 4,922.5
1989 584.4 220.2 554.7 461.0 447.5 3371 500.3 599.6 1,173.5 4.878.5
1950 501.4 218.0 567.5 431.4 4420 3239 488.8 608.5 1.212.1 4,883.7
1991 634.3 251.7 562.3 4516 444.0 336.0 495.3 608.0 1,262.1 5,045.3
1992 601.8 263.2 590.7 466.2 458.6 3315 502.6 613.7 1,308.2 51365
(a) Estimates from August 1986 are based on a revised defimbion wmroduced in April 1986, See the Technical Notes for further anformation.
Source: The Labour Force. Australio (6203.0).
TABLE 5.2. PERSONS NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE: WHETHER LOOKING FOR WORK AND MARITAL STATUS,
AUSTRALIA, AUGUST 1992
{*000)
Males Females
Married Not married Total Married  Not married Total Persons

Looking for work 194 34.4 537 389 388 777 1344
Took active steps to find work{a) 1.8 16.4 242 8.8 183 210 1.2

Did not take active steps to find work 1.6 17.9 2046 30.1 20.6 50.6 80.2
Not leoking for work ' 892.2 222 16144 1,828.0 1,286.2 3,114.2 4.728.6
Permanently unable o work 14.3 1.3 256 74 14.1 215 4.1
In institunons 244 53.7 8.1 233 128.0 i51.3 229.3
Total 950.3 BlL6 L7719 1,897.5 1,467.2 3.364.6 5,136.5

(a) Not avadable 10 star work 1n the reference week for reasons oiber than awn temporary illness or injury.

Source: The Labour Force, Austraba (6203.0).
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CHART 5.1. PERSONS NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE BY AGE, AUSTRALIA
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TABLE 53. PERSONS NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE(a): FAMILY STATUS, AUSTRALIA, AUGUST 1992
Number ("000) Proportion of population (b)
Males Females Persons Males Females Persons
Member of a family 1,299.6 2,468.2 3,767.8 24.1 456 349
Husband or wife 872.1 1.776.9 26490 221 46.3 34.0
With dependants present 126.0 768.8 894.7 6.1 38.7 220
Withowt dependants present 746.1 1,OOB.} 1,754.2 197 54.6 47.1
Sole parent 12.2 178.8 191.0 27.1 49.0 46.6
Other family head 26.3 130.5 156.8 34.0 64.6 56.1
Full-ume student aged 15-24(c) 286.4 259.3 545.7 66.1 58.0 62.0
Other chuld(b) of marned couple
or fammily head 69.8 40.9 110.7 £.9 9.2 9.0
Other relative of mamed couple or
famly head 28 81.9 114.8 33.7 T70.9 54.0
Not a member of a family 278.0 568.0 846.0 28.3 54.1 41.7
Living alone 1954 492.5 687.9 37.0 70.1 559
Not lving alone 82.6 5.5 158.1 18.3 218 19.8
Total 15776 3,036.2 4,613.8 24.8 470 36.0

(a) Civilians who wes residents of houscholds where family status was determned. (b} Aged 15 and over. (c) Excludes persons aged 20-24 atiending school. Also
excludes full-ime students aged 15-24 who are classified as husbands, wives, sole pares or other famuly heads.

Source: The Labour Force, Ausiraha (6203.0).
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TABLE 54. CIVILIAN POPULATION AGED 15 TO 69: LABOUR FORCE STATUS,
AUSTRALIA, SEPTEMBER 1988 TO SEPFTEMBER 1992

(°000)
Sepr. Sept. Sepr. Sept. Sept.
1988 193¢ 199¢ 1991 1992
MALES
Civilian population aged I5 1o 69 58298 59776 60702 06,1586 6.230.5
Persons w the labour force 4,718.5 48728 49714 4,986.0 5,007.1
Employed 4,408.9 4.598.4 4,608.3 4,463.1 4,441.2
Unemployed 309.6 274.4 363.1 5228 565.9
Persons not in the labour force 1,111.4 1,104.8 1,098.8 1,172.6 1,223.4
With marginal attachment to the labour force 190.8 186.9 195.4 220.5 246.7
Wanted to work and were actively looking for work 347 258 26.3 216 29.4
Were available 1o stant work within four weeks 14.8 12.6 12.6 10.7 16.0
Were not available 1o start work within four weeks 19.9 13.2 13.7 129 123
Wanted to work but were nol actvely looking for work
and were available (o starl work within four weeks 156.1 161.1 169.2 196.9 217.3
Discouraged jobseckers 19.7 18.2 24.2 34.5 37.8
Other 136.4 142.9 144.9 162.4 179.5
Without marginal attachment to the labour force 920.6 HT.9 903.4 . 9521 976.5
Wanted to work but were not actively lookmg for work
and were nol avallable o start work within four weeks 739 76.4 85.1 77.5 89.0
Did not want to work 782.8 759.1 743.3 7874 817.3
Permanently unable to work 26.4 25.3 348 32.5 306
Instinmtionalised persons(a) and boarding school pupils 315 57.0 40.2 54.8 39.3
FEMALES
Civilian population aged 15 to 69 57838 59058 5.994.1 6.076.8 6.1552
Persons in the labour force 32747 34435 35428 36056 3,640.5
Employed 3,029.8 32171 3,278.4 3,262.4 3,281
Unemployed 244.9 226.4 264.4 3432 359.4
Persons not in the labour force 2.509.1 2.462.3 24513 24713 2.514.7
With marginal atlachment lo the labour force 530.9 521.5 557.1 598.8 599.7
Wanted 10 work and were acuvely lookmg for work Lo 29.5 jl3 230 29.7
Woere available to start work within four weeks 20.0 15.2 i8.9 134 17.8
Were not avadable 1o stant work within four weeks 11.0 14.4 12.4 9.6 1.9
Wanted to work bul were not actively looking for work
and were available to start work wilhin four weeks 499.9 492.0 525.8 575.8 570.0
Discouraged jobseekers 64.1 57.9 76.6 103.7 107.8
Other 435.7 434.1 449.2 4121 462.2
Without marginal atiachment 1o the labour force 1978.2 1,940.8 1,894.2 18725 1.915.0
Wanted 10 work but were not actively looking for work
and wese not avadable to stan work within four weeks 207.4 200.9 225.4 199.6 166.0
Did pot wamt to work §,7329 1,692.0 16183 1,621.6 1,.698.3
Permanently unable 1o work 10.8 9.8 17.6 15.5 14.2
Instituhonalised persons{a) and boarding school pupils 2710 292 29 5.7 36.5
PERSONS
Civllian population aged 15 to 69 11,613.6 11,8834 12,664.3 12,2354 12,385.7
Persons in the labour force 7.993.2 §316.3 8514.2 8505 8.647.5
Employed 7.438.7 1.815.5 7.886.8 7.725.5 7222
Unemployed 554.5 500.8 627.5 866.0 925.3
Persons not i the labour force 3,620.4 3.567.1 3.550.1 36439 37381
With marginal auachment to the labour force 721.7 708.4 752.5 819.3 846.4
Wanted to work and were actively looking for work 65.7 55.3 576 . 46.7 56.1
Were available to start work within four weeks 34.8 217 315 2.1 333
Were not avalable to start work within four weeks 309 27.6 26.1 22.5 25,3
Wanled 10 work but were not adlively looking for work
and were avalable to start work within four weeks 656.0 653.1 694.9 123 787.3
Discouraged jobseekers 83.8 76.1 100.9 138.2 145.6
Other 572.2 577.0 594.1 634.5 641.7
Without marginal attachment to the labour force 2,898.8 2,858.7 2,797.6 2.824.6 2,891.7
Wanted 10 work but were not actively looking for work
and were not available o stan work within four weeks 2813 286.3 310.5 2771 255.0
d not want to work 25157 2451.1 2,361.6 2,409.0 2.516.1
Pamanently unable o work 37.2 351 52.4 48.1 44.8
Institutonafised persons{a) and boarding school pupils 64.7 86.2 73.1 90.5 75.8

(a) Inctudes some patients i hospulals and sanatenums and inmates of reformatones, gaols elc.
Source: Persans Not In the Labour Force, Ausraha (6220.0).



TABLE 5.5. PERSONS NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE WITH MARGINAL ATTACHMENT TO THE LABOUR FORCE:
MAIN REASON FOR NOT ACTIVELY LOOKING FOR WORK, AUSTRALIA, SEPTEMBER 1988 TO SEPTEMBER 1992

(’000)
Sept. Sept. Sepr. Sepr, Sept.
1983 1989 1990 1991 1992
MALES
Wanted 1o work and were actively looking for work 4.7 258 26.3 23.6 294
Wanled to work but were not actively looking for work and
were avalable 1o stan work wuhun four weeks 156.1 161.1 169.2 196.9 2173
Main reason for not actively looking for work—
Had a jub 10 go wo{a) 58 8.0 11 7.3 85
Personal reasons 110.4 114.7 1188 130.9 146.4
Own 1l health/physical disahility 345 349 356 294 34
Attending an sducational instrution 553 58.2 62.1 79.8 89.0
Other(b) 206 216 211 217 2490
Family reasons *4.1 5.1 52 13 8.5
Discouraged johseekers 19.7 8.2 242 34,5 37.8
No jobs in smiable hours 2.1 *1.1 *0.7 *2.6 %22
Other reasons 12.5 12.6 12.0 13.5 13.0
Did not know *15 *1.5 *.2 *0.8 *0.9
Total 1908 136.9 1954 205 246.7
FEMALES
Wanted 1o work and were actively looking for work 3lo 20.5 313 23.0 29.7
Wanted to work but were not actively looking for work and
were avalable to start work within four weeks 499.9 492.0 525.8 5758 570.0
Main reason for not actively looking for work—
Had a job to go to(a) 13.4 121 127 18.8 16.3
Personal reasons 145.8 159.9 160.2 165.2 1725
Own ill health/physical disability/pregnancy 350 44.2 43.3 35.6 38.1
Atiending an educational institution 555.7 63.8 62.0 75.3 793
Had a0 need to work 281 25.9 3L9 30.2 30.7
Give others a chance *3.6 *2.8 *4.3 1.0 6.3
Welfare payments/pension may be alfeaed 10.5 1.8 10.0 8.0 10.0
Moved house/olidays 12.6 11.2 87 9.1 76
Farmly reasons 2392 2225 2345 247.2 241.0
N health of other than self 10.6 10.8 : 10.0 122 12.1
Childcare 190.8 175.6 176.3 193.7 200.1
Ocher famuly considerations 378 36.1 48.1 41.3 28.8
Discouraged jobseekers 64.1 579 76.6 103.7 107.8
Considered 100 young or too old by employers 235 228 26.0 16.8 25.2
Difficulves with language or ethnic background 53 *3.0 7.4 5.8 76
Lacked necessary schooling/tramng/skillsfexpenence 120 9.0 1.3 1.6 139
No jobs in locality or lme of work 175 19.3 24.5 8.1 3313
No jobs at all 57 *18 74 314 219
No gobs in suitsble hours 8.6 9.5 104 10.8 106
Other reasons 24.1 239 25.3 24.5 18.0
Did not know 47 6.2 6.0 5.6 19
Total 5309 5215 5571 598.8 599.7
PERSONS
Wanted to work and were actively looking for work 65.7 55.3 576 46.7 59.1
Wanted to work but were not actively looking for work and
were available 1o start work within four weeks 656.0 653.1 694.9 2.7 7813
Main reason for not actively looking for work—
Had a job to go to(a) 19.1 20.1 19.8 26.1 249
Personal reasons 2562 274.5 279.0 296.1 3139
Own 1ll health/physical disabilityfpregnancy 69.6 79.2 78.9 65.0 s
Attending an educational nstitution 1110 122.1 124.1 155.1 168.3
Had o need 1o work 359 34.9 425 41.5 41.7
Gyve others a chance *38 *3.1 51 7.9 7.8
Welfare payments/pension may be affected 169 16.3 136 1L6 15.5
Moved house/holidays 9.0 19.0 14.8 14.9 140
Family reasons 2432 2216 239.7 254.5 2495
W health of other than self 12.7 il4 11.3 14.0 15.0
Childcare 1920 1771 179.0 196.5 203.3
Other family considerations 386 39.1 49.4 4.1 1.2
Discouraged jobseekers 831.8 76.1 100.9 133.2 1456
Considered too young or too old by employers 32.5 0.8 386 28.8 381
Difficulties wuth language or ethic background 6.5 *3.8 92 7.3 9.1
Lacked necessary schoolmg/iraming/skills/expenence 14.6 10.6 14.1 13.3 16.}
No jobs in locality or line of work 230 25.7 299 43.4 45,1
No jobs at all 72 52 S.0 40.3 373
No jobs in svitable hours 10.7 10.6 1D 13.4 12.8
Other reasons 36.7 36.4 373 38.0 310
Did not know 6.3 7.1 12 6.4 4.7
Totat 1.7 708.4 7525 819.3 3964

{a) Includes persons who had a job but, up to the end of the reference week, had been away from work without pay for four weeks or longer and had not been actively
lockmg for work. {b) Includes ‘Had a0 need to work’, ‘Give others a chance’, *Welfare paymenis/pensions may be affected” and *Moved householidays”.

Source: Persons Mot In the Labour Force, Austraha {6220.0).
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TABLE 5.6 PERSONS NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE (a): SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS, AUSTRALIA, SEPTEMBER 1992

(*000)
With marginal arnachment to the fabour force Withour marginal attachmens
Wanted to Wanted io work but were not actively Lo the labour force
work and 1ooking for work and were available Wanted 10

were (o siart work within four weeks WO’? ::“ Total

: - neither . ot
af:rwe!y Dis- looking nor Did not norin the
fooking for couraged availabte V10 tabour
work  jobseeker Gther Toial Toial " work  Towlh) force

State —

New South Wales 21.6 504 203.8 2542 258 90.0 883.8 998.7 1.274.3

Victoria 126 458 162.4 208.2 2208 658 655.4 7282 949.0

Queensland 10.9 18.5 1152 133.6 144.6 396 4224 465.% 610.5

South Australia 53 1.7 578 69.4 743 204 2094 232.0 306.7

Western Australia 4.7 128 66.5 79.3 84.0 216 2302 255.3 393

Tasmania *1.6 4.1 184 26 242 7.0 EiAl 81.5 105.7

Northern Tervitory *0.6 *0.8 5.3 6.1 6.7 38 17.8 21.5 282

Australian Capital Temritory 1.8 1.6 123 13.8 15.6 48 26.9 329 48.5

Age —

15-19 133 1.1 147.7 158.8 1124 59.5 33715 398.1 570.5

20-24 17.6 6.2 67.9 742 918 323 124.5 159.0 2509

25-34 14.1 156 1799 195.5 2096 69.2 276.0 348.7 5583

35-44 7.8 334 109.3 143.2 151.0 85 241.0 285.9 436.9

45-54 *313 322 706 102.8 106.1 29.2 2926 3333 4392

55-59 * 1] 16.4 29.5 459 471 14,2 2435 2629 3100

60-64 *1.3 164 202 36.6 39 7.5 4429 458.9 496.8

65-69 *0.1 143 16.1 304 30.5 *46 558.2 569.2 5997

Family status —

Member of a family 42,5 120.8 5579 678.7 212 208.1 20879 23300 3051
Husband or wife 17.4 92.3 s 415.1 432.6 117.2 1.518.8 1,658.3  2.090.9
Sole parent *32 1n.2 69.7 80.9 342 164 80.8 98.1 1822
Other member of a family(c) 218 172 1654 182.6 204.5 14.5 488.2 5713.6 778.0

Not a member of a family 126 183 536 2.0 84.6 325 323 3536 4382

Family status not determined *39 6.5 30.2 36.7 40.6 14.5 115.9 1324 173.0

Birthplace —

Bom in Australia 473 87.0 486.5 5735 620.8 179.7 1,750.9 1,965.4  2,586.2

Bom outside Australia 11.8 58.6 155.2 2139 2256 754 765.2 850.5 1,076.1
Born in main English-speaking

countries *42 183 60.0 78.3 82.3 12.3 239.3 260.3 343.0
Born in other countries 1.6 40.3 9352 135.5 143.1 51.0 525.9 590.0 7331

Time since last job—

Had had a job 48.1 132.1 514.5 646.5 694.7 197.0 2,052.4 22842 29789
Under 12 months 238 2437 150.4 1754 198.9 749 2388 3146 5136
1 and under 3 years 14.7 357 131.0 166.7 181.4 522 3143 369.8 5512
3 and under 5 years *4.1 16.8 738 90.8 94.8 238 2526 281.4 376.3
5 and under 10 years *43 2438 84.7 109.5 138 229 441.0 473.3 587.1
10 and under 20 years *13 19.3 566 76.4 1.3 17.3 3894 4194 4972
20 years or more *0.1 10.2 1.7 280 28.0 6.0 416.3 425.6 4536

Had never had a job 10.9 136 1272 140.8 151.7 8.0 463.7 5318 683.5

Main activity when not in the
lobour force —

Home duties/childcare 142 95.9 350.1 446.0 460.1 106.0 1,2458 1,351.8 1,8120

Auending an educational institution 28.4 125 183.7 196.2 2246 879 443.0 530.9 755.5

Retired/voluntarily inactive *20 21.8 373 592 61.1 8.8 556.8 565.6 626.8

Own illnessfinjury/own
disability/handicap 6.2 *2.3 29 35.2 414 41.0 175.0 2609 3023

Looking after ili/disabled person *1.2 *18 13 9.5 10.7 *315 5.0 8.5 493

Travel/moving house *2.1 *16 1.5 13.1 15.2 *22 11.9 14.1 29.3

Worked in unpaid voluntary job *06 5.0 8.1 t3.1 13.8 *1.7 326 344 48.1

Unpaid leave *0.5 *0.6 ¥1.4 “1.9 *24 *0.8 *0.6 *14 *38

Ouher *319 *4.0 9.0 1.0 17.0 *31 15.3 184 35.3

Total 9.1 145.6 641.7 7873 8464 255.0 2,516.1 28160 36624

Males 294 378 179.5 2173 246.7 89.0 B17.8 937.5 1,184.1

Females 29.7 107.8 4622 570.0 599.7 166.0 1,698.3 1,878.5 24783

(8) Exchudes students boarding a1 school, patients mn hospitals and senatoriums and inmates of refornatories, gaols, etc.  (b) Includes permanently unable to work. {(c) Includes
‘Other family head", ‘Full-tume student aged 15-24" and “Other relative of mamed couple or family head’.

Source: Persons Not in the Labour Force, Australia (6220.0).



TABLE 5.2 PERSONS NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE(2): MAIN ACTIVITY WHEN NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE AND AGE
AUSTRALIA, SEPTEMBER 1992

(*000)
Main activity when not in the Age Total
labour force 15-19 20-24 25.34 3544 45-34 55-59 60-64 65-69
MALES

Home duties/childcare *08 *1.5 10.2 10.7 1.2 6.0 9.5 13.5 634
Attending an educational institution 2830 67.3 218 12.0 *26 09 *0.2 *0.5 3942
Retired/voluntarily inactive *34 *26 *43 8.2 267 428 121.3 2235 4329
Own illnessfinjury/own

disability/handicap *42 8.6 24.2 322 564 34.8 430 197 2211
Looking after ill/disabled person *0.1 *0.0 *1.1 2.1 *23 *2.1 *20 *29 131
Other(b) *16 6.6 72 10.0 538 5.6 82 106 57.5
Total 2050 865 74.8 752 1054 92.1 184.2 2708 1184 .1

FEMALES
Home duties/childcare 17.6 89.7 441.1 319.7 269.0 170.1 2224 2190 1,748.6
Attending an educational inslitwion 253.3 62.8 238 13.0 50 *1.9 *04 *1.1 361.3
Retired/voluntarily inactive *1.3 *1.1 *1.7 *12 15.0 233 62.6 858 1919
Own illnessfinjury/own
disability/handicap - *14 54 - 88 154 231 83 0.3 6.6 79.2
Looking after ill/disabled person *0.4 *1.1 *1.6 *29 10.6 6.7 59 7.0 362
Other(b) *15 *4.2 6.5 7.5 11.1 7.6 11.0 9.5 59.0
Toial 2755 164.3 4835 3617 3338 2{7.9 3126 3289 24783
PERSONS

Home duties/childcare 18.3 91.2 451.3 330.4 280.2 176.0 2320 2326 1,812.0
Attending an educational institution 536.3 1301 516 25.0 16 *2.8 *0.6 * L6 755.5
Revired/volumarily inactive *46 *17 6.1 115 417 - 660 1839 309.3 626.8
Own illnessfinjury/own

disability/handicap 56 14.0 30 416 79.6 431 533 26.2 3023
Looking after ill/disabled person *0.5 *1.1 “ 27 5.0 134 8.8 79 99 49.3
Other(b) 5.1 10.8 13.7 17.5 163 13.3 19.2 20.1 1166
Total 570.5 2509 558.3 4369 4392 3o 4968 5997 36624

() Excludes students boarding a1 school, patients m hospitals and sanatonums and inmates of reformatories, gaols, etc.  {b) Includes “Travelimoving house’, Worked in unpaid
volunsary job® and ‘Unpad leave'.

Source: Persons Not in the Labour Force, Ausiralia {6220.0)



Discouraged Jobseekers

In September 1992 there were an estimated 145,600 discouraged jobseekers, an increase of § per cent from
September 1991, Over the same period there was a 7 per cent increase in the number of unemployed persons,
Discouraged jobscekers are persons with marginal attachment to the labour force who want 1o work, and were
available to stan within four weeks, but are not actively looking for work because they believe they could not get a
job. The proportion of discouraged jobseckers as a component of all persons not in the labour force remained the
same as in September 1991, at 4 per cent, which is almost double the proportion in September 1989,
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The main reasons given by discouraged jobseekers for not actively looking for work were ‘No job in locality or line

of work’ (31%), ‘No jobs at all’ (26%) and ‘Considered too young or too old by employers’ (26%).

The greatest numbers of discouraged jobseekers were in the 35 10 44 year and 45 to 54 year age groups for females

and the 65 o 69 year age group for males.

TABLE 5.3, PERSONS NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE WHO WERE DISCOURAGED JOBSEEKERS: AGE,
AUSTRALIA, MARCH 1987 TO SEPTEMBER 1992

('080)
Sepr. 1992
March March March Sept. Sept. Sept. Sept.
Age group 1987 1088 1988 1989 1990 199} Males Females Persons
15-19 6.7 79 8.0 5.5 6.8 14.5 *4.2 6.8 11.1
20-24 *3.1 2.7 *3.5 *3.6 54 7.2 *2.0 *3.2 6.2
25-34 1.7 15.3 12.8 10.2 14.8 19.3 *2.2 13.4 15.6
35-44 218 19.0 15.3 13.9 189 28.0 7 8.7 4
4554 18.6 154 14.83 15.0 19.2 30.2 5.1 270 322
55-64 231 223 223 20,2 4.3 23.5 *4.0 12.4 16.4
635-69 9.4 9.5 n 1.3 11.6 104 15.5 15.3 n7
Total 94.4 920 138 76.1 100.9 138.2 378 107.8 145.6
Source: Persons Noi In the Labour Force, Austraha {6220.0).
CHART 5.2, DISCOURAGED JOBSEEKERS: MAIN REASON FOR
NOT ACTIVELY LOOKING FOR WORK, AUSTRALIA,
SEPTEMBER 1988 TO SEPTEMBER 1992
Thousands Thousands
80 - — 80
———— No jobs in locality or line of work
- «+-  No jobs at all -
— — —  Considered too young or wo old by employers
6=~ ... Lacked necessary schoolingAraming/skills — 60
e Dificultics with language or ¢thnic background
40 — 40
20 - i~ 20
0= 7 T T 1 -0
1988 1989 1950 1991 1992

Source Persons Notin the Labour Force, Austraha (6220 0)
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Transition from Education to Work

In the twelve months to May 1992, the number of persons not in the labour force aged 15 to 64 who were attending an
educational institution at the time of the survey increased by 7.5 per cent (58,600). The estimates of persons in this
group attending school decreased by 2.2 per cent (10,200) while those attending higher education institutions increased
by 15 per cent (30,700). The comesponding estimates for the period May 1987 to 1992 show an increase of 20 per cent
(138,900) for total students attending, with the numbers of persons at school and those in higher education up by 1.3 per
cent (5,700) and 61 per cent (88,900) respectively.

TABLE 5.9. PERSONS AGED 15 TO 64 NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE : WHETHER ATTENDING AN EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTION AND TYPE OF EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION ATTENDING,
AUSTRALIA, MAY 1987 TO MAY 1992

(000}
Type of educational May May May May May May
instition attending 1987 1988 1989 19%0 1991 1992
MALES
Attending 3300 353.7 347.4 3315 3824 398.5
School 229.0 2357 2201 216.9 239.2 2204
Higher Education 70.6 79.0 90.2 793 103.0 112.5
TAFE 242 3z 278 25.3 320 44,1
Ouher tertiary 6.2 7.8 9.0 9.6 82 12.6
Not auending 468.9 476.8 463.5 469.1 475.4 499.3
Total 798.9 §30.5 810.8 800.7 §57.8 8979
FEMALES
Auending 3715 391.8 3793 3744 399.3 4419
School 214.0 214.3 205.3 199.1 2197 219.4
Higher Education 74.1 837 83.8 92.5 99.8 1211
TAFE 632 70.6 612 55.7 54.5 70.2
Other iertiary 202 232 287 212 252 312
Not attending 1,848.4 1.814.7 1,752.4 1,723.6 1,734.0 1,741.3
Total 2,219.9 2.206.5 2,131.8 20980 2,133.3 2,1892
PERSONS
Auending 701.5 745.6 126.7 706.0 781.8 840.4
School X 443.0 450.0 4262 416.0 4589 4487
Higher Education 144.7 162.7 174.0 172.2 202.9 2336
TAFE 87.4 101.8 850 81.0 86.6 114.4
Other rertiary 26.4 310 376 367 334 438
Not attending 23173 2,291.5 22159 2.192.7 2,209.3 2,246.6
Total 3,018.9 3.037.1 2,942.6 2,898.7 2,991.1 3,087.0

Soteee: Transition from Education to Work, Australia {6227.0).

TABLE 5.10. PERSONS AGED 15 TO 64 NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE : EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT, AUSTRALIA,
MAY 1990 TO MAY 1992

(000}
Males Females Persons
Educational attainment 19%0 1991 1992 1990 1991 1992 1990 1991 1992
With post-school qualifications 185.7 191.8 216.5 444.8 464.9 496.0 630.4 656.8 7125
Degree 29.4 340 358 56.9 64.3 754 86.4 98.3 111.2
Trade qualification 100.3 99.3 117.8 47.1 436 4718 147.5 1429 165.6
Cenificate or diploma 54.1 559 59.5 333.8 3509 367.8 388.0 406.8 4213
Other *1.8 27 *34 6.8 6.0 50 8.6 87 8.4
Without post-school qualifications(a) 398.1 426.8 4520 14542 14487 14738 18523 18754 19258
Auended highest level of secondary school available 126.9 156.1 1776 3517 359.5 396.4 478.6 5156 53739
Auending a tertiary institution in May 764 98.7 1129 86.9 95.4 116.7 163.3 1940 2295
Did not auend highest level of secondary school
available 2664 2686 2714 10892 10798 10667 13556 13484 173382
Attending & tertiary institution in May 15.7 16.6 19.0 36.8 351 40.9 52.6 517 59.9
Stll at school 2169 2392 2204 199.1 2197 2194 4160 4589 4487
Total 800.7 857.8 897.9 2,980 12,1333 21892 28987 2991.1 3,087.0

(#) Includes persons whe never atended school and those for whom attendance au & secandary school could not be determined.
Sowrce: Transition from Education fo Work, Australia {6227.0).




