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CHAPTER 7

HOURS OF WORK

The data in this chapter have been obtained from the labour force survey, special supplementary surveys and the
surveys of employers.

The ABS monthly labour force survey provides the principal source of information about actual, average and
aggregate hours worked by employed persons. Hours worked data from this survey are provided for males and
females, full-time and part-time employed persons, and by broad industry group.

To supplement the statistics on hours worked collected in the labour force survey, data on hours paid for are collected
from surveys of employers. Information on overtime hours paid for is presented in this chapter.

Hours of work

Average hours of work were slightly lower in August 1990 than in August 1980, although there was some variability
over the ten-year period. The average weekly hours worked declined from 36.4 hours in August 1980 to 35.9 hours in
Auvgust 1990, although over the same period the average hours worked by full-time workers increased (40.5 hours per
week in August 1980 compared with 41.4 hours per week in August 1990). The average weekly hours worked by
part-time workers has decreased to 15.4 hours in August 1990 from 15.6 hours in August 1980.

Average hours of work were higher for males than females. For full-time female workers the average weekly hours
worked were 38.8 hours in August 1990, compared with 42.6 hours for full-time male workers.

TABLE 7.1. HOURS WORKED BY EMPLOYEP PERSONS, AUSTRALIA, AUGUST 198¢ AND AUGUST 1990

(' 000)
Females
No¢
Males Married Married Total Persons
AUGUST 1980
Weekly hours worked—
0 204.4 48.4 727 121.0 325.4
i-15 1247 1125 2884 400.9 5254
16-29 190.7 84.0 275.5 359.8 550.5
30-34 251.2 80.5 1158 196.3 4475
35-39 42R.7 170.5 164.2 3347 763.4
40 1,354.2 3125 289.9 602.3 1,956.5
41.44 2548 44.6 42.7 87.3 3421
45.48 3822 30.7 40,7 71.4 453.7
49 and over 7920 447 20.2 1249 916.9
Total 39828 928.3 1,370.2 2,298.5 6,281.4
AUGUST 19%0(a)

Weekly hours worked—
0 2118 51.1 o1 141.3 3524
i-15 234.8 228.0 405.3 6333 868.1
16-29 257.8 139.7 4196 5593 817.2
30-34 284.6 974 1758 273.1 5577
35-39 764.6 2890 3226 611.6 1,376.2
40 974.4 2423 210.3 5129 14873
41.44 2796 66.1 0.6 136.7 416.4
45-48 438.1 62.1 734 135.5 573.6
49 and over 1,138.7 85.9 151.6 2375 1,376.2
Toial 4,583.8 1,261.6 1,979.6 3,241.2 71,8250

{a) Estumales are based om 2 revised definition inwoduced in Apnl 1986, See the Techmcal Notes for forther infonnauon.

Source: The Labour Force, Australia (6203.0},
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TABLE 7.2. EMPLOYED PERSONS : AGGREGATE AND AVERAGE WEEKLY HOURS WORKED, AUSTRALIA,
AUGUST 1980 TO AUGUST 19%

Aggregate weekly hours worked (million) Average weekly hours worked
Wage and
Full-time Part-time Full-time Part-time salary
August workers workers Total waorkers workers earners Other(a) Total
MALES
1980 156.5 34 159.9 41.5 16.4 383 48.2 40.1
1981 1579 36 161.5 41.2 16.3 382 47.1 39.8
1982 154.7 40 158.7 40.9 16.7 379 46.7 394
1983 150.4 4.0 154.4 41.0 16.7 379 47.1 39.6
1984 156.8 39 160.8 41.6 16.1 384 46.8 40.0
1985 1594 4.1 163.5 41.3 16.2 38.1 47.0 398
1986(b) 163.3 43 167.7 416 154 38.4 46.5 399
1987 163.5 49 170.4 41.8 15.3 383 46.6 398
1988 173.2 4.6 177.8 42.5 15.0 Jo.1 47.2 40.6
1989 181.1 5.1 186.2 429 14.4 39.5 46.3 40.7
1950 179.9 54 185.3 42.6 14.8 39.4 45.1 40.4
FEMALES
1980 56.0 126 68.6 319 15.4 29.9 299 29.9
1981 56.7 13.1 69.8 37.8 15.7 300 29.1 29.9
1982 56.3 13.1 69.4 374 154 285 29.2 29.5
1983 56.5 13.1 69.6 38.0 15.4 29.7 30.3 29.8
1984 59.0 14.3 73.2 38.1 158 299 29.9 299
1985 60.5 15.1 75.7 317 158 294 3.2 285
1986(b) 63.3 15.9 79.7 378 15.5 29.5 28.7 294
1987 64.3 17.2 82.0 379 15.6 29.2 284 29.1
1988 68.7 18.3 871 38.2 15.6 28.5 28.0 29.3
1989 73.2 19.7 93.0 38.7 156 295 29.0 29.5
1990 75.4 20.2 95.6 383 156 29.7 283 29.5
PERSONS
1930 2125 16.0 228.5 40.5 15.6 351 428 364
1981 2146 16.7 231.3 40.2 15.8 351 41.8 36.2
1982 2109 17.2 2281 39.9 15.7 34.7 41.5 358
1933 206.8 17.1 2239 40.2 15.7 347 42.1 359
1984 215.8 18.2 2340 40.6 15.9 351 420 36.2
1985 ) 2200 19.3 23192 40.3 159 34.7 41.9 5.8
1986(b) 227.1 202 2474 40.5 15.5 347 40.7 358
1987 230.3 221 2514 40.6 15.5 M6 40.8 35.6
1988 241.9 229 264.8 41.2 15.5 35.1 40.9 36.0
1989 2543 24.8 279.2 41.6 15.3 353 40.7 36.1
1990 255.2 25.6 2803 41.4 154 352 395 35.9

(a) Comprises employers, self-employed persons and unpaid farmuly helpers. (b) Estimates from Augusi 1986 are based on a revised definition introduced in April 1986,
See the Technical Notes for further information.

Source: The Labour Force, Australia (6203.0),
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TABLE 7.3. AVERAGE WEEKLY HOURS WORKED: EMPLOYED PERSONS BY INDUSTRY, AUSTRALIA, AUGUST 1980 TO

AUGUST 19%0
Augrest
industry 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986(a) 1987 1988 1989 1990
MALES
Agricuiture, foresiry, fishing and hunting 49.7 418 479 48.0 478 48.0 48.6 48.2 48.0 46.0 47.3
Mining 36.1 399 387 372 b9 392 336 386 41.5 42.2 421
Manufacturing 39.5 39.2 385 384 394 9.1 9.5 39.3 40.5 40.9 40.9
Electricity, gas and water 370 36.4 353 353 35.5 35 35.0 355 333 364 35.6
Construction 388 383 38.1 e 3RY9 87 383 39.2 40.4 40.9 38.7
Wholesale and retail trade 420 40.8 40.8 41,5 41.6 413 41.5 409 41.2 410 40.7
Transport and storage 401 395 393 393 39.7 40.4 399 395 40.3 409 41.3
Communication 349 341 339 335 337 357 .1 34.5 344 36.5 35.3
Finance, propenty and business services 386 39.5 387 9.7 40.7 402 404 40.5 420 420 41.2
Public administration and defence 356 36.1 352 35.5 36.2 34.8 334 336 36.2 36.2 374
Community services 383 32.1 B9 8.2 39.1 379 384 85 39.2 394 39.1
Recreation, personal and other services 40.1 40.8 41.1 ) 399 39.1 39.6 39.2 389 39.0 386
Tota!l employed 0.1 398 194 395 40.0 308 39.9 J9.8 40.6 40.7 40.4
MARRIED FEMALES
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 286 283 26.3 288 271.5 274 219 293 26.6 26.5 28.1
Mining 325 289 325 319 30.2 285 34.5 325 344 29 362
Manufacturing 3314 332 31.7 321 324 310 316 319 32t ns 32.0
Electricity, gas and water 311 267 356 30.7 26.5 217 294 305 27.0 L6 1.9
Construction 18.8 184 18.1 191 18.3 18.5 17.9 17.7 18.8 17.7 18.3
Wholesale and retail trade 292 286 2.1 204 29.5 297 29.5 2.0 28.7 28.8 29.5
Transport and storage 274 2607 260 241 %9 270 26.7 25.3 27.0 23.8 28.1
Communication 288 286 270 28.1 293 284 28.1 219 30.1 i 29.5
Finance, property and business services 26.7 270 26.1 216 289 270 27.0 276 282 288 28.5
Public administration and defence 28.7 288 283 285 28.3 276 28.6 283 29.5 28.2 29.5
Community services 270 216 213 274 274 269 2712 269 215 213 7.7
Recreation, personal and other services 24.9 255 26.4 25.5 26.7 285 278 274 21.5 281 28.7
Toral employed 282 282 27.8 28.2 28.5 28.0 28.0 284 282 283 28.6
ALL FEMALES
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 299 29.8 274 27 28.7 29.2 28.5 292 27.3 26.8 23.3
Mining ] 321 M1 368 323 30.8 349 313 37.2 35.1 351
Manufacturing 340 339 328 131 335 32.2 32.7 33.1 33.0 334 129
Electricity, gas and water 34.2 30.7 333 4 22 30.7 3L9 331 30.0 31.6 L8
Construction 214 215 212 215 212 216 200 20.1 211 206 21.3
Wholesalte and retail trade 29.2 287 28.7 289 28.5 289 28.7 217 275 213 278
Transport and siorage 309 302 298 208 328 299 300 29.3 303 3 316
Communication 316 297 291 297 0.5 31.2 30.3 28.2 298 316 30.3
Finance, property and business services 303 309 297 ns nia 30.5 300 e L3 31.8 3Ll
Public adminisirsion and defence 299 306 30.3 30.6 311 209 309 30.6 3.3 30.7 314
Comnunity services 2909 303 299 30.1 299 203 293 29.1 29.5 29.2 29.6
Recreation, personal and other services 26.5 26.1 272 26.3 278 284 27.7 274 276 28.3 280
Total employed 209 299 29.5 29.8 209 29.5 294 29.1 293 29.5 29.5
. PERSONS
Agricullure, forestry, fishing and hunting 450 43.1 427 43.7 43.2 4340 43.0 43.1 420 40.5 41.9
Mining 357 9.2 383 372 36.5 38.4 383 38.1 41.2 415 41.4
Manufacturing 381 379 7.1 371 379 373 376 17 85 388 8.8
Electricity, gas and water 36.8 358 352 35.0 35.2 342 347 353 335 360 352
Construction 371 366 36.5 36.1 37.1 166 35.9 6.8 8.0 38.3 36.5
Wholesale and retail trade 365 35.6 5.6 36.0 359 36.0 359 35.1 35.1 349 349
Transport and storage 387 381 378 379 38.6 38.8 38.2 377 383 39.1 39.3
Communication 34.0 33.0 327 326 329 34.6 33.1 29 332 35.2 340
Finance, property and business services 349 356 5 353 36.2 358 354 358 36.7 37.1 36.2
Public administration and defence 336 343 336 339 345 33.0 338 337 34.4 34.0 349
Community services 329 336 333 335 332 324 323 324 329 328 329
Recreation, personal and other services 320 ize 31 319 334 331 az9 325 324 329 326
Total employed 36.4 36.2 353 59 36.2 35.8 358 35.6 36.0 36l 359

(o} Estimates from August 1986 are based on a revised definition introduced in Apnl 1986. See the Technical Notes for further information.

Source: The Labour Force, Australia (6203.0).
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Overtime

In the November 1990 survey week, estimated average weekly overtime hours paid for as reported by employers were
1.34 hours per employee, 16.1 per cent lower than the November 1989 average of 1.60 hours.

In November 1990, the Mining industry had the highest Jevel of average overtime hours paid for (5.25 hours).
Average weekly overtime hours per employee working overtime decreased by 4.5 per cent since November 1989, to
7.44 hours. For employees working overtime, the Mining industry again recorded the highest level for November

1990, at 11.38 hours.

The Basic metal products subdivision of the Manufacturing industry recorded the highest percentage of employees
working overtime (47.2%) in November 1990 while the Mining industry recorded 46.1 per cent.

Overall, the estimated percentage of employees working overtime increased by 12.2 per cent since November 1989.
A comparison of overtime statistics between November 1985 and November 1990, at the total, all industries level,
shows that there has been very little change in the average levels of overtime hours (i) per employee and (ii) per

employee working overtime, and little change also in the percentage of employees working overtime.

However, in the Mining and Construction industries overtime hours per employee in the survey and overtime hours
per employee working overtime have risen significantly in that period.

CHART 7.1. OVERTIME HOURS PAID FOR, AUSTRALIA, NOYEMBER 1935 AND NOVEMBER 19%0
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Source: Job Vacancies and Overtime, Australia (6354.0).
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TABLE 7.4. AVERAGE WEEKLY OVERTIME HOURS PAID FOR : INDUSTRY, AUSTRALIA, NOVEMBER 1985 TO
NOVEMBER 1990

Industry 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990
AVERAGE WEEKLY CVERTIME HOURS PER EMPLOYEE IN THE SURVEY
Mining 4,35 412 - 400 5.66 592 5.25
Manufacturing 264 273 299 316 3n 269
Electricity, gas and water 1.89 1.57 1.75 1.98 1.85 1.9%
Construction 2.12 1.84 2.81 237 296 345
Wholesale trade 099 1.35 1.35 1.14 1.41 1.04
Retail trade 0.72 072 0.79 0.72 077 0.31
Transpon and storage; Communication 245 235 270 344 2.82 255
Public administration and defence 0.66 0.73 0.77 0.88 0.87 0.34
Community services 0.34 0.34 0.40 0.36 0.39 0.42
Oiher(a) 0.73 0.73 0.64 0.68 070 0.53
All industries 1.30 129 1.46 148 L0 1L
AVERAGE WEEKLY OVERTIME HOURS PER EMPLOYEE WORKING OVERTIME )
Mining 9.63 92.13 9.98 12.39 11.51 11.38
Manufacturing 7.78 7.67 8.1 8.63 9.25 823
Eleclricity, gas and water 107 6.84 1.30 7.51 7.40 7.91
Construction 8.00 8.19 8.72 177 9.50 10.72
Wholesale trade 6.22 7.40 7.24 6.47 7.04 6.25
Reail trade 408 4,02 4.27 4.39 454 4.96
Transport and storage; Communication 7.83 7.85 892 10.34 8.98 8.27
Public administration and defence 5.27 5.54 5.61 6.10 6.04 562
Communily services 5.92 572 5370 6.22 594 3.96
Other(a) 6.52 641 57 548 5.65 570
All industries 6.96 6.92 7.27 7.59 1.7 744
: PERCENTAGE OF EMPLOYEES IN THE SURVEY WORKING OVERTIME
Mining 45.23 45.15 40.07 45,65 51.45 46.12
Manufacturing 33.87 3352 36.85 36.59 40.15 3268
Electricity, gas and water 26.76 22.96 24.00 26.31 25,00 25.14
Construction 26.53 2.4 27 29.27 31.12 1224
Wholesale trade 15.95 18.30 18.64 17.60 19.97 16.67
Retail trade 17.60 1791 18.49 16.49 1701 16.26
Transport and storage; Communication nan 2092 30.23 33.26 31.38 30.79
Public administration and defence 12.60 13.2% 13.79 14.40 14.46 15.02
Community services 568 5.98 7.03 5382 6.50 712
Other(a) 11.16 11.43 11.03 1z.11 12.46 9.28
All industries 17.35 18.68 . 1868 2005 19.51 20.48

{a) Compnses Finance, property and business services and Recreation, personal and other services,

Source: Job Vacancies and Overiime, Ausiralia (6354.0),



