77

] CHAPTER 5

PERSONS NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE

Persons not in the labour force represent that group of the population who during a particular week are not
employed or unemployed. The main interest here is in their potential to participate in the labour force. In additon o
analysing persons not in the labour force by their demographic and family characteristics, attention is also focussed on
their degree of attachment to the Iabour force. This is achicved by the concepts of ‘marginal attachment to the labour
force’ and ‘discouraged jobseekers’. The various groups of persons either in the labour force or not in the labour force,
including those marginally attached to the labour force, arc shown schematically in Chart 5.2,

The sources for the statistics in this chapter are the ABS monthly labour force survey and its supplementaries, In
particular, a survey of persons not in the labour force is conducied annually to examine the fabour force attachments of
persons not in the labour force.

SELECTED FEATURES

Persons not in the labour force
There were 4,922,500 persons not in the labour force in August 19388, 1,633,900 males and 3,288,600 females.

Females comprised 66.8 per cent of persons not in the labour force in August 1988 cohpmd to 72.7 per cent ien
years earlier.

In August 1988, 34.9 per cent of persons not in the labour force were aged 65 and over, compared with 29.9 per
cent in August 1978.

A survey conducted in September 1988 analysed the characteristics of persons not in the labour force. There were
3,620,400 persons aged 15 to 69 who were not in the labour force. They accounted for 31.2 per cent of the civilian
population aged 15 to 69. This proportion is similar to the proportion estimated in March 1988 (30.6 per cent) and March
1987 (31.0 per cent).

Persons aged 15 1 69 not in the labour force who wanted to work numbered 1,002,900. The 15 to 24 age group
accounting for 31.4 per cent of this group. The 25 w 34 age group accounted for a further 27.6 per cent and 11.6 per
cent were aged 55 10 69,

Older age groups were less likely 10 want to work full timc. Some 40.8 per cent of the 15 w0 19 age group stated
a full-time preference compared with 21.8 per cent in the 35 to 44 age group and 20.5 per cent in the 55 (0 64 age group.

Persons with marginal attachment to the labour force (i.e. persons ncither employed nor vnemployed who never-
theless reported some attachment to the labour force) numbered 721,700 in September 1988. This represented 19.9 per
cent of all persons aged 15 to 69 not in the labour force.

There were an estimated 83,800 discouraged jobscckers among persons aged 15 10 69. The age distribution of
these discouraged jobseckers varied from that of the marginally attached group. A lower percentage were in the 15 10 24
age group (13.7 per cent) and a higher percentage were in the older age groups, 35.1 per cent aged 55 to 69. In the case
of those marginally attached, 31.6 per cent were aged 15 10 24 while 12.5 per cent were aged 55 o 69.
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TABLE 5.1. CIVILIAN POPULATION AGED 15 TO 6%: LABOUR FORCE STATUS, AUSTRALIA,
SEFTEMEBER 1985 TO SEPTEMIER 1938

(060
Sept. March Sept. March March Sept.
1985 1986 1986 1987 1988 1988
Civilian population aged 15 10 69 10,921.7 11,0283 11,1413 112679 114870 11,6136
Persons in the labour force 73536 75208 7.589.9 172 79668 79932
Persons not in the labour force 3.568.1 3,507.5 3,551.4 34967 35202 36204
With marginal attachment to the labour force 12712 697.4 737.2 696.4 725.0 217
Wanted to work and were actively looking for work 60.4 35.2 570 31.1 36 65.7
Were available to start work within four weeks 302 250 26.7 23.6 26.9 348
Were not available 1o stan work within four weeks 302 102 303 76 6.7 309
Wanted to work but were not actively locking for work and
were available 10 stan work within four weeks 666.9 662.3 680.2 665.3 691.4 656.0
Discouraged jobseckers 83.0 215 83.6 94.4 92.0 83.8
Other 5838 570.7 596.5 570.9 590.4 5722
Without marginal suachmen to the labour force 2,840.8 28101 2.814.2 2,800.3 2,795.2 2,898.8
Wanted to work but were nol actively looking for work and
were not available w start work within four weeks 262.5 259.6 250.9 2318 2503 281.3
Did not want 10 work 24798 2446.6 2,45318 24609 24378 2.515.7
Permanently unable 10 work 300 333 355 288 375 372
Inswiionalised(a) and boarding school pupds 68.5 70.5 65.0 78.8 69.5 64.7
() Includes some p in hospilals and sanatonums and imates of refopmatories, gaols elc.
Sowrce: Persons Not in the Labowr Force, Australia (6220.9)
CHART 5.1. PERSONS NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE BY AGE, AUSTRALIA
Per cent Per cent
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| Indicates break in series. Estimates fram August 1986 are based on & revised definition introduced in April 1986,

See Appendix C for further information.
Source: The Labour Force, Australta {6203 Q).



TABLE 53: PERSONS NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE : AGE, AUSTRALIA, AUGUST 1968 TO AUGUST 1988
(000}

Age group (years)

70 and
Asegust 15-19 20-24 25.34 3544 45-54 55.59 E0-54 65.69 over Toigi
MALES
1968 204.1 36.5 18.3 169 29.6 26.5 476 105.2 226.6 7113
1969 2149 42.3 18.9 18.6 29.8 214 539 1nz.1 2323 750.4
1970 <2118 41.2 20.7 16.5 29.2 26,6 54.8 116.4 2318 T49.0
1971 2213 47.8 234 17.5 351 217 59.3 120.0 241.5 799.6
1972 2348 46.1 222 18.8 33.2 28.9 60.6 128.2 241.0 B13.3
1973 2299 515 227 20.9 40.7 359 63.5 134.9 2478 B47.9
1974 2458 512 30.8 21.9 453 37.8 75.6 -148.6 2575 920.5
1975 2422 56.9 335 25.6 48.4 39 874 156.9 267.7 956.6
1976 247.1 52.9 33.0 25.4 47.3 42.1 101.1 1743 2770 1,000.1
1977 2404 512 343 243 53.8 45.5 1063 180.4 288.8 1,024.9
1978 256.2 62.3 46.3 371 66.1 626 113.8 189.8 303.4 1,131.7
1979 254.6 60.2 49.1 379 68.5 64.8 130.0 198.3 314.2 L1716
1980 243.6 595 53.% 36.4 66.2 61.0 141.6 3.7 3276 1,193.2
198% 248.0 56.3 56.9 44.5 67.1 69.7 143.5 208.1 3424 1.236.6
1982 2436 T04 63.4 48.2 71.0 78.0 160.5 2183 3553 1,314.6
1983 2711.0 69.0 57.2 521 74.5 820 183.2 2163 3738 1,379.2
1984 r 267.6 7.0 62.1 571 78.1 89.0 190.6 2167 386.6 1,418.8
1985 r 280.8 68.6 70.2 57.8 79.4 90.7 198.3 219.3 403.9 1,469.5
1986(a) r 2842 722 67.3 65.2 80.9 93.2 193.2 233.9 419.3 1,509.4
1987 r 299.5 69.7 713 66.4 872 96.8 186.9 243.6 434.2 1,565.4
1988 r 317 65.1 85.0 na 109.1 98.9 190.2 257.5 444.8 16339
FEMALES

1968 2120 1942 4613 439.6 420.5 200.7 193.0 1804 3765 2.684.3
1969 2320 191.4 476.7 4285 420.0 2114 205.0 183.7 3824 27311

1970 2344 2013 4728 4088 4125 2152 208.6 185.9 3887 27281

197 2539 2182 499.2 3R1.8 409.3 2185 213.0 187.3 4020 27831

1972 249.0 2141 523.4 3799 401.4 2165 2221 195.1 410.1 28116
1973 259.5 2144 5159 366.5 4016 2158 2305 0.7 4189 2,8268
1974 268.4 208.1 519.9 3574 4108 2127 2411 2015 4263 2,8518
1975 255.1 201.1 529.8 350.7 4087 - 2169 2476 2171 4326 2,859.6
1976 216.0 194.9 549.1 3529 3899 2226 2528 2233 448.4 2,909.8
1977 264.5 184.4 541.7 351.2 3503 2293 2521 2322 458.6 2,904.3
1978 270.8 1918 553.9 350.2 3947 2472 263.7 1516 499.3 3,029.1

1979 288.0 188.6 5749 358.5 3959 269.5 2643 263.6 513.8 3.117.0
1980 260.1 181.1 558.9 3572 3863 263.2 268.2 267.0 529.7 3,007
1981 2726 188.7 5719 3783 3757 250.5 2843 271.8 550.8 3.i546
1982 2768 197.0 570.6 402.3 3728 2753 01.2 275.8 571.0 3,242.8
1983 2702 193.4 588.8 4212 3814 2677 303.3 280.8 5923 3,299.1

1984 r 279.6 186.8 568.9 429.1 3740 2709 3165 2736 260.5 33199
1985 ¢ 2815 173.8 5423 4173 3716 2123 323.7 2823 642.7 336
1986(a) r 287.1 1657 5204 397.8 3519 263.8 321 2933 665.2 3.266.3
1987 r 3150 157.8 5071 399.3 3548 2544 320.1 3018 681.2 3,201.4
1988 r 303.1 156.6 514.6 384.9 3516 248.4 3154 3172 696.8 31,2886

PERSONS

1968 416.1 2306 485.7 456.5 4500 272 2406 2856 603.2 3.395.5
1969 446.9 233.7 495.6 447.2 449.8 2388 2589 2958 614.7 3,481.5
1970 446.2 2425 493.5 4253 a1.6 241.8 2635 302.2 620.4 347710

197 481.1 266.0 522.6 3993 4445 246.3 2723 3074 6434 35827
1972 483.9 260.2 545.6 398.7 434.5 2453 2827 3233 651.1 36253
1973 489.3 265.9 538.6 3874 4424 251.7 294.0 3386 666.8 3.674.7
1974 5142 2653 550.7 3719 456.0 250.4 316.8 356.1 683.8 371723
1975 497.3 258.0 563.3 3763 457.1 2548 3350 3740 7003 3,816.2
1976 5231 247.8 582.0 378.2 4372 264.7 3539 3976 7254 3,909.8
1977 504.9 2355 576.0 375.5 444.1 274.8 3584 4127 7474 3.929.2
1978 527.0 260.1 6002 3874 460.8 309.7 35 4414 802.6 4,166.8
1979 5425 248.8 624.1 3963 464.5 3342 3943 462.0 §28.0 4,294.6
1980 503.7 2407 6124 3936 4325 3242 409.8 470.8 857.3 4,264.9
1981 5207 2449 628.8 4228 442.8 330.2 4279 4799 893.2 4391.2
1982 5204 2674 634.0 450.5 4497 3533 a61.7 494.1 926.3 4,557.4
1983 541.2 262.4 6461 4733 455.9 349.7 486.5 4971 966.2 46783
1984 547.2 2578 631.0 486.2 452.1 3599 507.2 4903 1,007.2 43787
1985 r 562.2 2425 6126 475.2 457.0 363.1 5220 502.0 1,046.5 4,783.1

1986{a) r 57113 2379 58717 463.0 4328 357.0 5143 527.0 1,084.5 47757
1987 r 614.5 2275 5784 465.7 4419 3511 517.0 5453 L1154 4,856.8
1988 r 614.3 217 509.6 4566 450.7 3473 505.5 5748 1,141.5 4,922.5

{») Estimates from August 1986 are based on a revised defimtion introduced in Apnl 1986 Sec p h 22 of A dix C for Turther mfor

Sowrce: The Labour Force, Ausirahia {6203 04,

FF
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TABLE 5J3. PERSONS NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE(a) : FAMILY STATUS, AUSTRALIA, JUNE 1988

Males Females Persons Males Females Persons
— 000 — — per cenl —
Member of a family 1,1604 24449 36053 23.4 48.1 357
Husband or wife 7915 1,805.9 25974 21.4 49.7 354
With dependents present 1126 828.2 940.8 5.7 434 243
Without dependents present 678.9 9771.7 1,656.5 30.1 56.7 4718
Not-married family head 323 2671 299.4 30.0 51.2 521
With dependents present . 72 157.5 164.7 17.6 529 48.7
Without dependents present 251 109.6 134.7 36 64.6 57.0
Full-time student sged 15-24 258.8 240.8 499.6 69.3 64.4 66.8
Other child(b) of family head 49.5 39.6 89.1 6.7 83 13
Other relstive 283 91.5 119.8 309 70.5 54.1
Not a member of a family 207.3 5023 709.6 245 553 404
Living alone 156.2 454.5 610.7 34.0 729 56.4
Net living alone 511 478 98.9 13.2 16.8 14.7
Total 1,367.7 29472 43150 233 492 4
(#) Exclud n (b) Aged 15 and over.

r

Source: Labowur Force Status and Other Characieristics of Families, June 1958 (6224.0).

TADLE 5.4. PERSONS NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE AT SOME TIME DURING THE YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 1983 : TIME
NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE, AUSTRALIA

{"000)

Time not in the labowr force (weeks)

1 and 4 and 13 and 26 and 30and 49 and
under 4 under 13 under 26 under 39 under 49 under 52 52 Total
Males 2147 2423 1126 146 1538 559 1.289.6 2.1816
Mamied 1313 126.8 454 410 259 12.8 7171 1.160.3
Not-married 814 1156 67.3 73.6 127.9 43.1 5125 10233
Females 2192 3107 1948 222.3 264.2 1214 2,808.7 41413
Married 136.% 2128 128.7 139.4 119.3 69.6 1,699.3 2.506.0
Not-married 824 9719 66.1 829 1449 518 1,109.4 1,635.3
Persons 4319 5530 3074 337.0 418.0 177.2 4,098.4 6,324.9
Age group—
15-19 446 63.1 46.0 8383 188.6 65.1 4271 922.9
20-24 732 8§73 458 45.0 586 13.7 1172 440.7
25.34 1314 153.6 91.3 84.5 749 44.7 395.3 9758
3544 104.3 131.3 6l.9 58.1 44.8 2.7 355.1 783.2
45-54 523 73 31.0 325 24.1 12.2 383.6 608.0
55-59 155 24.1 126 11.2 125 . 3101 390.8
60-54 8.0 13.2 10.7 109 7.8 50 464.5 520.1
65 and over . 8.1 8.1 6.5 6.8 * 1,645.3 1,683.5

Sorrce: Labour Force Experience, Ausirahia, Diuring the Year Ending February 1988, Summary (6205 0).
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TABLE 5.5. PERSC!NS NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE WHO WANTED TO WORK BUT WERE NOT ACTIVELY LOOKING FOR
WORK AND WERE NOT AVAILABLE TC START WORK WITHIN FOUR WEEKS : REASON NOT AVAILABLE TO START WORK
WITHIN FOUR WEEKS, INTENTION TO LOOK FOR WORK IN THE NEXT TWELYE MONTHS AND TYPE

OF WORK PREFERRED, AUSTRALIA, SEFTEMBER 1988 ’
("000)
Intention to look for work in the nexs twelve months Type of work preferred

Did not Did No
Reason not availabie to Intended intend not Not pref-
start work within four weeks to look to lock know asked{a)  Full-time Pari-time erence Total
Personal reasons 64.7 51.7 379 49 69.2 §0.0 10.1 159.3
Own ill health or injury, physical
disability, or pregnancy 208 340 223 39 329 40.3 78 81.0
Swdying 36.6 14.4 12.7 *0.9 345 28.1 1.9 64.5
At school 2535 121 10.4 0.4 26.8 207 *0.9 48.4
Ouher educational institation 11.0 *2.3 *2.3 *0.5 17 74 *1.0 16.1
Moved house/holidays 74 *313 29 *0.1 *1.8 116 0.3 13.7
Family reasons 236 45.7 26.1 8.2 143 5.2 *42 103.6
Il health of other than self *23 5.3 *43 0.2 *36 718 *0.7 121
Unable 10 find suitable childcare 6.5 43 57 *0.3 =27 13.9 *0.8 17.4
Children too young/preferred to look after
children 14.7 356 16.1 17 80 63.4 *2.7 741
Other reasons 4.9 89 .7 *1.0 48 114 2.1 18.4
Total 932 1063 67.7 14.1 884 176.5 164 2813
Males 296 24.8 177 *1.8 42.3 255 6.1 73.9
Females 63.6 815 50.0 12,3 46.1 151.0 10.3 2074

(8} Persons who had & job but, up 10 the end of the refernce week, had been away from wodk without pay for four weeks or longer and had not been actively looking
for work.

Sowrce: Persons Not in the Labowr Force, Ausiralia, Seprember 1988 {62200

TABLE 5.6, PERSONS AGED 15 TO 64 NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE(») : WHETHER ATTENDING AN EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTION AND TYPE OF EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION ATTENDING,

AUSTRALIA, MAY 1582 TO MAY 1937

(°000)
Type of educalional May May May May May May
instituiton attending 1983 19084 1985 1986 1987 1988
MALES
Auending 2820 2933 303.7 3011 3300 3537
School 195.1 199.3 2123 205.0 229.0 2357
University 44.6 46.4 42.8 394 49.8 528
CAE 18.5 202 24.2 255 208 26.2
TAFE{Technical Collzge 18.8 204 20.1 225 242 312
Other 5.0 6.9 44 87 6.2 7.8
Not auending 413.8 416.5 449.2 464.2 468.9 4768
Toral 6959 709.7 7529 765.3 7989 83035
FEMALES
Auending 328.2 3359 336.7 336.5 3715 391.8
School 186.7 182.8 191.4 187.2 214.0 214.3
University . 387 41.9 36.2 374 364 43.0
CAE 29.1 304 28.9 264 377 40.7
TAFE/ Technical College 482 54.2 60.6 58.8 63.2 706
Other 255 26.6 19.6 26.7 202 232
Not suending 2,000.0 2,000.9 1,990.5 18726 1,848.4 1,814.7
Total 2.328.2 2,345.8 2,327.2 2,209.1 22199 220065
{2) Excludes persons in instivtions and p P Iy unable 10 work. Estimates may therefore differ from those shown in other tables and charts

Source: Transilion from Education io Work, Austraha (6227.0).
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TARBLE 5.7. PERSONS NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE : WHETHER IN THE LABOUR FORCE IN THE LAST TWELVE MONTHS,
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT AND MAIN ACTIVITY WHILE NOT IN THE
LABOUR FORCE, AUSTRALIA, FEBRUARY 1988
(°000)

Main aciivity while out of the labour force

Altended
an educa-  Retired Own Worked in Travelled,
itional  or volun- Own  disability unpaid moved
! Kepr nsti- tarily Unpaid  iliness, or  voluntary house,
Educational attainment hotise tution  inaciive  leave  imjury handicap work  holiday Other(a) Total(b
IN THE LABOUR. FORCE IN THE LAST TWELVE MONTHS
With post-school qualifications 115.0 16.5 345 *32 15.0 *1.8 *.2 132 78 2184
Degree 17.6 8.0 6.1 *03 *1.6 *0.0 *0.5 *1.5 *1.5 40.2
Trade qualification or apprenticeship 134 *1.1 149 *0.0 89 *0.5 *0.6 *3.4 13 502
Centificaie or diploma 81.9 74 13.6 *2.9 *4.5 *1.2 *0.2 63 *30 1258
Without post-school qualifications(c) 199.6 44.4 389 *3.4 26.4 *2.3 *1.2 125 92 3682
Attended highest level of secondary
school available 334 334 59 *O.8 *38 *0.0 *0.7 *4.4 *2.8 90.5
Did not attend highest level of
secondary school available 163.6 109 325 *2.6 223 *23 *0.5 8.1 65 2739
Left at age-—
16 and over 63.7 57 7.1 *12 6.9 *0.3 *0.3 *43 *1.9  10L0
14 or 15 89.3 *4.7 201 *1.2 128 *1.9 *0.2 *3.2 *43 1515
13 and under 10.6 *0.5 5.2 02 2.5 *0.0 *0.0 *0.7 *0.3 215
Still at school *15 79.4 *0.0 *(3 . *02 *0.0 *0.0 *1.7 *0.0 843
Total 316.1 140.2 735 69 417 4.0 24 274 1.1 670.9
Males 10.1 69.8 59.9 *1.9 308 *3.9 *1.4 13.4 1.0 2230
Females 306.0 70.5 13.6 5.0 108 *Q.2 *1.0 14.0 60 4478
NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE IN THE LAST TWELVE MONTHS
With post-school qualifications 4358 174 3125 *0.7 357 14.5 266 56 121 8657
Degree 354 10.2 326 *.0 *3.6 Q.7 *4.9 *2.0 *0.3 920.7
Trade qualification or apprenticeship FER! *1.6 187.5 *0.3 225 9.5 *4.1 .22 57 3126
Centificate or diploma 3119 5.5 91.2 *0.3 9.4 *4.3 16.9 *1.4 60  449.0
Without post-school qualifications(c) 1,701.1 80.9 6583 *0.1 152 62.9 28.3 7.4 223 26849
Attended highest level of secondary
school avadable 161.0 59.7 57.8 *0.0 9.9 *4.5 *3.4 *1.5 *35 3031
Did not atiend highest level of
secondary school available 1,519.6 209 586.1 *0.1 101.6 55.4 242 5.7 18.8 23393
Left at age—
16 and over 296.0 11.4 67.5 *0.0 19.8 10.4 1.0 *1.6 *3.2 477
i4 or IS 974.0 9.2 366.9 *(0.1 54.3 277 14.1 *3.8 125 1.466.6
13 and under 249.5 *0.3 151.6 *0.0 215 17.3 *3.1 0.3 *3.1 454.9
Still at school *0.7 3142 *0.3 *0.0 *0.0 *0.7 “0.0 *0.4 *0.3 3416
Total 2,376 4123 971.1 *08 1509 78.1 54.9 134 347 38922
Males 53.2 2058 T748.0 *0.8 107.9 56.1 15.8 56 170 12345
Females 2,084.4 206.7 223.1 *0.0 43.0 22.0 39.1 7.8 17.7 26517
TOTAL
With post-school qualifications 550.8 339 3471 *319 50.8 162 278 188 199 1,084.1
Degree 53.0 18.2 386 0.3 53 0.7 5.4 5.5 *1.8 1309
Trade qualification or apprenticeship 90.5 2.7 214 *0.3 314 10.0 *4.7 3.6 90 3628
Cenificate or diploma 393.8 13.0 104.8 %32 13.9 55 17.1 73 a1 5748
Without post-school qualifications(c) 1,900.6 125.3 697.2 *3.5 141.6 63.1 29.5 19.9 31.5 30531
Anended highest level of secondary
school available 194.4 3.1 63.7 *0.8 13.7 *45 *4.1 59 6.3 936
Did not awtend highest level of
secondary school avaifable 1,683.2 31.8 618.6 *2.7 123.9 517 24.7 13.8 252 26131
Left at age—
16 and over 359.7 171 747 1.2 267 10.7 13 59 50 5187
14 or 15 1,063.3 13.9 387.0 *1.3 67.1 29.6 14.3 7.0 168 1,618.1
15 and under 260.2 *0.8 156.8 *0.2 30.0 17.3 *3.1 *1.0 *34  476.4
Still at school *¥22 393.6 *0.3 *0.3 *0.2 *.7 0.0 *2.1 *03 4259
Total 2,453.7 5528 1,044.6 7.7 1926 821 573 40.8 51.7 4,563.1
Males 63.3 2756 807.9 *2.7 1358 60.0 17.2 19.0 28.0 14576
Females 2.390.4 2712 236.7 5.0 53.8 22.1 40,1 21.8 23.7 31055

{8) Tncludes persons locking after 1ll or disabled persons. (b) Includes persons whose main actvity could not be deterrmuned. {c) Includes persons who never attended
school and those for whom secondary school gualificauons could not be datemmned.

Source; Labour Force Staius and Educangnal Aveginment, Australia, (6235.0).
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CHART 5.2. RELATIONSHIP OF PERSONS WitH MARGINAL ATTACHMENT TO THE LABOUR FORCE TO PERSONS IN OR
NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE, AUSTRALIA, SEPTEMBER 1988

Crvilun populaton
aged 15 and over
11,613,600
l ]
Employed persons Persons oot eoployed
7438300 4174900
[ 1
Wanted D pot want o
1o wark wark{a}
1,557,300 2,617 400
1
| 1
Actively lookng Nouw sctively tookog
for work for waork
620,200 937500
[ | | |
Avmisbla 10 start Not avallabls o Avasdeble 1o sar Nt availsble 1o
wark in refarenn week st work m wark wihm st work within
(Unemployed persoss) roftrence wock four weeks four weeks
554,500 £5,700 656,000 281,200
Reason not actively looking for woek
Avaulablo w0 st Not avalable 10 Diocomaged Orher
wark within start work withun jobeockers roakos
four weaks four weeks
34,800 30,900 £3,5800 572200
With Marginal Auachment o the Labour Force
(721,300)
]
In the Labour Force Nex an the Lebour Force s
(7,993,200 {3.620.400)
(a) Includes inmiwtionalised, boarding school pupils snd p P ly unalble W0 worc

Source: Persons Not in the Labour Force, Ausiralia, Seprember 1988 (6220.0).

CHART 5.3. PERSONS NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE WITH MARGINAL ATTACHMENT TO THE LABOUR
FORCE WHO HAD A JOB PREVIOUSLY: TIME SINCE LAST JOB, AUSTRALIA

SEPTEMEER 1983
Under 12 months  f-r--sevesrerreastarriiiaaas i iiisnisinaany o R A L L L LR PR E R E

| and under 3 )’E-ats ......................................... »

3 andunder Syears J-or ccreeeoieeseeesiiiies ce
5 andunder 10years |-~ cooreorerenaee P OO O o Malos

Q Females
10 and under 20 years (a) |- c-ororeerer i o
20 years or more () |-c--eee- o .
T T | : ,
0 10 20 10 40 o
Per cent

(n) Estimate for males subject W sampling variability 100 hagh for most practical uses.

Source: Persons Not in the Labour Force, Ausiralia, September 1988 (6220.0),



TABLE 5.8. PERSONS NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE WITH MARGINAL ATTACHMENT TO THE LABOUR FORCE :
SUMMARY OF CHARACTERISTICS, AUSTRALIA, SEFTEMBER 1938

("000)

Persons who wanted 10 work but were not
Persons who actively looking for work and were available

Persons with marginal attackment

wanted to to start work within four weeks i the labour force
wark and
were actively Duscour-
logking aged job
for work seekers Other Total Males Femal Persons
Age group—
15-19 289 80 1157 1237 76.5 76.1 152.6
20-24 116 *15 60.0 63.6 21.2 54.0 752
25-34 . 10.9 12.8 159.3 172.1 21.4 1617 183.0
35.44 16 153 114.4 129.7 128 124.5 137.3
45-54 46 148 64.0 789 184 635.1 83.5
5564 . *2.1 223 456 679 275 4?25 69.9
6569 *0.0 71 13.1 202 13.1 71 20.2
Family stattig—
Member of a family 53.2 69.9 506.9 576.7 152.5 4774 629.9
Husband or wife 19.5 50.1 325.6 3757 62.3 332.8 395.1
With dependents present 14.9 252 2456 270.7 26.1 259.5 285.6
Without dependents present 46 249 80.0 104.9 363 73.3 109.5
Not-married family head *318 89 66.8 757 *1.8 757 79.5
With dependents present 2.7 57 619 616 *23 68.0 70.3
Without d?endcnts present *1.1 “32 5.0 8.1 *1.5 1.6 92
Full-time student aged 15-24{a) 25.1 4.8 923 97.2 66.8 35.5 1222
Ouher child/relative of family head 4.9 6.0 221 28.1 19.6 13.4 10
Not a member of a family 6.6 9.8 336 415 251 250 50.1
Living alone “30 9.1 215 30.6 140 19.6 336
Not living alone *3.6 “0.8 12.1 129 11.1 54 16.5
Family stats not determined 58 . *4:1 317 358 13.1 28.5 416
Type of work preferred—
Full-time 375 239 123.7 1477 90.7 94.4 185.1
Part-time 26.2 *54.1 426.4 480.4 91.2 4155 506.6
No preference 2.0 58 2.1 279 89 210 299
Time since last job—
ad had a )og 452 - 137 478.9 552.7 134.7 463.2 597.9
Under 6 months 12.1 68 80.0 86.8 36.8 62.1 98.9
6 and under 12 months 11.6 74 59.3 66.7 271 513 78.4
1 and under 3 years 112 16.7 106.2 1229 30.8 103.3 134.1
3 and under 5 years “4.2 10.0 67.1 T1.0 194 61.8 81.2
5 and under 10 years *43 15.5 88.3 103.7 15.3 928 108.1
10 and under 20 years “1.3 119 589 70.9 *1.9 68.3 722
20 years or more 0.4 55 19.1 246 *1.4 236 251
Had never had a job 204 10.1 93.2 1033 56.1 61.7 123.7
Reason for ceasing last job—
Had had 2 job 452 737 4789 552.7 134.7 463.2 5979
Job loser 15.7 321 159.5 1917 68.1 139.2 207.3
Rewrenched 6.8 17.2 59.3 76.5 253 58.0 83.3
Job was temporary or seasonal and did
not leave Lo return 10 sudies 19 6.4 475 539 11.2 456 56.8
Own ill health or injury 54 6.6 4716 54.1 29.1 304 59.5
Business closed down for economic
reasons *0.5 *2.1 5.1 72 *2.4 53 17
Job leaver 9.6 416 3009 351.0 63.7 3i6.8 380.5
Unsatisfactory work arrangements *33 49 247 29.6 110 21.8 328
Job was wemporary or seasonal and
lefi to retom to studies *35 *03 92 9.5 6.5 6.6 13.1
Retired/didn’y want 1o work any longer *1.4 8.1 299 38.0 16.2 232 394
Returned to stdies 6.6 *0.4 155 158 136 8.8 224
To get married *0.2 *39 220 259 (.1 259 26.0
Pregnancyfio have children 6.9 83 1197 1230 *0.0 1349 1349
To look afier family, house or
someone else *1.0 *3.1 24.8 28.0 *1.5 214 289
To have holiday/to move house/spouse
transferred *4.0 8.6 450 53.6 6.1 516 517
Business closed down for other reasons *0.9 *1.7 7.3 9.1 *33 6.6 2.9
Other *1.8 *22 113 13.5 53 10.0 154
Not asked(b) *0.0 *0.0 10.0 13.0 “29 7.2 10.0
Had never had a job - .. 93.2 103.3 56.1 67.7 123.7
Total 65.7 83.8 5712.2 656.0 150.8 530.9 V2.7

(#) Excludes persons aged 20-24 attending school. (b) Persons who had & job bui, up to the end of the reference week, had been away fram work without pay for four

weeks or longer snd hed not besn actively looking far work.

Source: Persons Noi ia the Labour Force, Awstratia, Seprember 1988 (6220.0).



TABLE 5.9, PERSONS NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE WITH MARGINAL ATTACHMENT TO THE LABOUR FORCE : MAIN
REASON FOR NOT ACTIVELY LOOKING FOR WORK, AUSTRALIA, SEPTEMBER 1985 TO SEPTEMBER 1588

("000)
Sept. March Sept, March March Sept.
1985 1986 1985 1987 1988 1988
MALES
Wanted w work and were actively Ioaking for work 49 14.0 263 12.1 133 3
Wanied 10 work bul were not actively looking for work and were available
to start work within four weeks 1327 139.9 1305 151.8 164.3 156.1
Main Jor mot actively looking for work—
Had a job to go to{s) 35 68 49 86 66 58
Persona] reasons 931 96.0 935 105.7 1184 110.4
Family reasons 4.1 *35 13 *3.8 57 4.1
Discoursged jobseckers 154 21.8 16.2 222 19.5 19.7
No jobs in suitsble hours *2.8 *.0 *1.1 B L3 *2.1
Other reasons 10.1 94 104 97 114 125
Dud not know 7 .3 i .8 *Hd4 *5
Tolat 1516 1539 156.8 1639 177.6 190.8
FEMALES
Wanted 10 work and were actively looking for work 355 21t 30.7 19.0 20.3 3.0
Wanted 1o work but were not actively looking for work and were svalable
to siant work within four weeks 5342 5124 549.6 5134 5171 499.9
Main reason for mot aciively looking for work—
Had & job to go 102} 15.7 150 156 151 174 134
Personal reastons 1515 1515 1524 153.0 1617 1458
Own 1) health, physical dissbility, pregnancy 386 362 333 265 425 350
Atending an educational institution 509 513 55.5 58.0 654 55.7
Had no need o work 344 na 3123 217 25.6 283
Give others a chance 60 37 6.3 46 59 *36
Welfsre payments/pension may be affected 14.5 141 127 152 125 105
Moved houscolidays 134 92 12.2 11 99 126
Family reasons 244.1 2374 2633 235.1 236.3 219.2
111 healuh of other than self 132 124 108 11.6 11.0 10.6
Unable to find suitable chuldcare 7.8 69.4 ne 616 79.5 831
Children 100 young/preferred to look afier children 124.6 1160 138.7 116.1 106.8 107.7
Other family considerations 34 395 42.0 9.7 9.0 a1s
Discouraged jobseekers 676 698 674 722 725 64.1
Considered 100 young cr 100 old by employers 20.7 22.5 18.1 25.0 250 235
Dafficulues wuh langosge or ethruc background 4.2 42 11 13 56 53
Lacked necessary schooling, trining, skulls or experience 74 98 8.5 10.4 109 12.0
No jobs ity locality or line of work 21.6 pr i PR 27 24.1 11.5
No jobs at all 138 10.7 97 9.8 70 57
No jobs 1n suitable hours 15.6 164 154 103 134 2.6
Other reasons 25.5 4.6 9.7 19.2 214 24.3
Did not know 7.2 78 58 82 45 47
Total 569.7 5435 5804 3ILS 5474 530.9
PERSONS
Wanied to work and were actively loakung for work 604 52 57.0 31 336 65.7
Wanted 10 work bt were not actively looking for work and were available
10 gtart work within four weeks 665.9 562.3 680.2 665.3 691.4 £56.0
Main Jor not actively lookang for work—
Had 1 job to go tofa) 192 21.8 20.5 M7 9 191
Personal reasons 2505 2475 2459 258.7 2801 256.2
Own ill health, physical disability, pregnancy 65.6 61.6 559 61.1 16.2 69.6
Attending an educationa] institwion 1023 1E§ 1069 119.3 128.2 1110
Had no need o work 40.1 N6 39.6 363 327 359
Give others & chance 6.0 4.3 n 52 6.4 *18
Welfare paymems/pension may be affected 181 1382 18.9 204 7 169
Moved householidays - 174 14.7 176 153 190 190
Family reasans . 248.1 240.9 267.1 2339 2420 432
IH health of other than self 14.8 129 14 12% 127 12.7
Unable 1o find suitable chl.ldcarc 72.5 70.1 726 68.2 31.0 81.7
Children 00 young/preferred to look afier cluldren 126.1 117.2 140.2 1171.2 108.2 108.3
Onhet family considerations u7z 40.6 43.0 405 402 k1.7
Discouraged jobseckers 3.0 91.5 83.6 94 92.0 838
Considered too young or too old by employers 267 3.2 25.5 351 354 s
Dufficulues with linguegs or cihmic background 4.8 5.2 38 42 6.0 6.5
Lacked y g. skills or expenence 89 115 102 125 126 14.6
Ne jabs in ocality or lme of work 26.0 282 27 3.1 297 230
No jobs &t all 166 134 114 116 84 12
Mo jobs in suitable hours 184 17.5 165 1.8 147 10.7
Onher reasons 5.6 o 40.2 289 kr 4] 6.7
Did not know 8.0 9.0 64 20 5.9 613
Tolal 7212 697.4 7312 696.4 1250 7.7

(a) Includes persons who had a job but, up 10 the end of reference week, had been away from work without pay for four weeks or longer and had not been actively
looking for work.

Sowrce: Persons Noi in the Labowr Force, Australia (6220 0).
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CHART 5.4. PERSONS NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE WHO WANTED TO WORK, NOT ACTIVELY
LOOKING FOR WORK AND AVAILABLE TO START WORK WITHIN FOUR WEEKS: MAIN
REASON FOR NOT ACTIVELY LOOKING FOR WORK, AUSTRALIA, SEPTEMEBER 1988

Per cent Per cent
80 - - 80
B Males
3 Females
- 60
O Persons
- 40
- 20
(a) o
Personal reasons Family reasons Discouraged Ne jobs in svitable  Cnher main reasons (b)
jobseckers hours, other reasons
(a) Esti bject to sampling vasiabality too high for most praciical uses. (b) Includes "Had a job to go to”, "Did not know” and "Not asked.”
Sowrce: Persons Notir the Labour Force, Ausiralia, September 1988 (6220.00,
CHART 5.5. AGE DISTRIBUTION OF PERSONS WITH MARGINAL ATTACHMENT
TO THE LABOUR FORCE BY SEX, AUSTRALIA, SEPTEMBER 1983
Per cent Per cent
50 ~ 50
% ¢ ® Males 1 [ 40
O Females
30 % - 30
. : 0
2 - i i H - 20
Q :
: Q :
10 - ® o * > o L 10
. .
o - — - I S - 0
15-19 20-24 25-34 35.44 45-54 55-69

Source: Persons Not in the Labour Force, Australia, September 1988 (6220.0),



