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COLLECTION -OF IRFORMATION »8 70 RETANL. I'RICES. 1

.CHAPTER 1.—-RETAIL ‘PRICES AND 'PRICE INDEXES.
§ 1. Collection of Information-as ‘to Retail Prices,

The retail prices of the extensive range of commodities and services in
common demand (yenerally referred to-as the ** regimen™) used in compiling
the All Ttems (“C ™ Semes) Retail Price Index (see list on pages 17-13 hereof)
have been ascertained ‘at frequent and regular intervals since 1923 for each
of ‘the six-capital cities and for 27 of the more important towns of Australia,
Comparable information is -available for the month of November in each
year 19I4 to 1922 for each of the six capital cities.

The retail prices of food wnd groceries in approximately 200 townsthrough-
out ‘Austrakia were collected as at Novembet of each year from 1913 to 1042
when collection was discontinued.

Retail prices of food and groceries :and -average rentals of houses for
earlier weara .extending back to 1901 were collected by -this Burean, and
in some cages have been recorded by the Statisticians of various States as
far back as 1864.

The 'methods by whieh prices .used dn 'the 0’ -Beries Index ure
ascertained and the measurca adopted do ensure their accaracy and
compaewhility are hrigfly -as follows 1

(i} ‘Representative and -reputable «wetailers -are selected for 'each «city
and -town .coveeed iy the index and each is required to
‘furnish information as to prices, monthly in respect of food and
groceries and quarterly in respect of other items. Prices for
cach item are obtained where practicable from -tem or more
retailers in each of the .capital cities, and from five or more
retailers in ench of the provincial towns, Te cover all com-
modities in ‘the regimen, collection is made from approximately
60 retailers in esch capital city and 30 in each provincial
town.

(it} Information is collected unde: authority of the Census and Statistice
Act 1905-1949 which requires that information be supplied
accurately and -promptly and ensures that -particulars supplied
‘by individual retailers will not be divalged to any other person
or{tovernment authorisy. Penalties are provided against failure
to -supply information, against supplying ‘false information and
against failure to answer ‘truthfully any question adked by an
authorized officer in respeet of the contents of any return,

(i) The actnal collection of returns is carried out by (ualified Field
Officers of the Commonweaith Bureau of Census and Statistics
working under -the supervision wof the Statisticians of the
respective States, These Field Officers have very wide powers
of investigation, including entry of premises and inspection of
goods, records, etc.

(1v} The Field Officers not only receive and check returns but visit the
retail shops concerned, whenever necessary, to obtain requisite
information. la respect of articles of clothing and the like
where variation of quality ‘may be considerable, Fi¢ld Officers
are equipped with samples of the goods used for price.comparisons.
In such cases the Field Officers visit every retail informant ut
each quarterly collection and .personally ingpect -the irelevant.
goods and prices thereod.

*



FAPTER [-—RETaIL KICE EXFS.
Cr R [ PrIcEs anp Price TNDEXES

(v} Before each quartecly collection Supervising Field Officers review
the standards of the whole of the items for which prices are
collusted after making extensive inquiries among manufscturers,

_ wholesalers and retailers. These Supervising Field Ofticers
-peziodically accompany Field Officers at their price collections
and check their work. This not only eusures accuracy and
assiduity but also that all Field Officers work on uniform lines
and that, as far as care and effort can make it possible, prices
for identical goods and quahty will be recorded at all times and
for all places.

(vi} The list of items in the regimen and the standards thereof are
revised from time to time to keep them in harmony with changing
conditions, Where such changes become necessary suitable
adjustment is made in computing the retuil price index to ensure
that it reflects changes in price with duc precision and that it
is not vitiated by the influence of other changes. (See also § g,
page3zbelow.} Because of rapidly changing conditionssince 148,
prices have been ascertained for a large number of items not
embraced in the index and for an increasing number of types of
“regimen ” items, The purpose of this is to ensure that the
index is kept representative and reliable within its definition.

(vii) Retutns of rents for unfurnished houses of four and five rooms
are made at the middle of each quarter by a representative
number {ranging up to 30) of house agents in each city and town
covered by the index, for brick and wooden houses respectively,
classified .lccordmg to number of rooms. These returns show
the weeldy rental of a substantial number of individual houses

ench of which is selected by the Field Officer as suitable for
inclusion in o sanmiple designed to measure the quarcterly ratio of
change in weekly rentals. The aim iz &0 measure variationz
equivalent to change in price for a constant standard. The ratio
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of change is used to vary basic average rentals derived from the
Census of 1933 and other records and was checked with the reaults
of the Census of 1947, Although expressed in money terms,
the average rentals as published are essentially indexes. As
such they do not necessarily indicate the average amounnt of
rental actuaily paid for all rented houses, and still less do they
indicate the rental at which vacant or new houses can be vented
{see footnote (b) on page 10).

§ 2. Retail Price Indexes.

1. General.—The basic principle of a Tetail price index is celatively
gimple. It is to select connnodities representaiive of the field to be covered
and to combine their prices at regular intervals in accordance with their
relative importance in that field. The aim is to measure the degree of
change in prices for the selected fiold taken as a whole.

In practice the application of this principle over a term of years presents
great difficulty by reason of the nwmerous changes which occur in the type,
grade and relasive quantities of many of the items commonly used.

A full explanation of the methods adopted and an analysis of problems
involved is contained in the Appendix to Labour Report No. g.
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For convenience the group of selected items is called o * regimen ”, and
the quantities consumed per annum of each item used in the index are called
“ mass units >’ or “ weights ¥, These terms are used herein. In compiling
the index the price of each item is multiplied by its quantity “* weight” ard
then by ite appropriste population or household * weight”. The sum of
these products for a.Il items at any given date represents an “ agpregate
expenditure ., The * aggregate expenditures ” for successive periods are
converted into an index by denoting the aggregate of a selected or ** base
period a8 1000, and calculating sll index-numbers to such base by the pro-
pottiona wblch their aggregates bear to that of the base petiod. (See
§ 6 (2). page 13.)

2. Essential Peatures.—Apart from clear thinking, common sensé and
sound arithmetic, the prime essontials in compiling a retail price index
arg—

{a) that prices be acourately ascertained at regular intervals for goods
of constant grade and quality ;

(b) that the regimen be as representative as possible of the field to be
covered ;

(¢) that the weights be in approximate proportion to quantities actually
used in the selected field.

3. The Regimen.—The regimen must be & selected regimen because it
is impossible in pmctlce to ascertain at regular intervals prices of every
item of goods and services entering into household expenditure. Even in
normal times there is considerable difficulty in ensuring that the selected
items ate always a true sample. Some items which it would be desirable
to include must be excluded because comparative prices cannot be accurately
agcertained for them at different times and different places. It is deemed
better to limit the regimen of the index to items for which price variations
can be ascertained with reasonable accuracy than to distend the regimen
by including items for whick price comparisons are necessarily inaccurate.
Similarly, many items of small aggregate or individual importance are
excluded. The regimen of the index therefore is not (as i1s sometimes
erroneously supposed) a basic wage regimen nor yet iz it a full list of
component items in & standard of living. It does not imply that any
particular gooda or any selected grades or quautities of these goods shouid
enter into determination of a basic or living wage. In fact the regimen
used for the “ C** Series Index is simply a selected list of itenis combined
in certain proportions for the purpose of measuring price variations, The
items are representative of the fields covered, and the proportions
approximate to those in average consumption so far as can he ascertained.

The regimen and “ weights > used in the * C ** Series Index are published
in full on pages 11 to 3.

4. Purpose of Refail Price Indexes.—Retail price indexes are
designed to measure the extent of changes in price levels only. While
they may be used as indicating proportionate variations in cost of a constant
standard of living, they do not measure the.absolute cost of any standard
of living, not the cost of changes in the standard of living. In other words,
they measure as nearly as may be the proportionate change in the aggregate
cost of specified quantities and qualities of the selected regimen of items
included in the index. The regimen is representative of a hlgh proportion
of the expenditure of wage-earner households. (See middle of page 37.)
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5. Effects” of Abnormat Conditions om Indexes:—Ulinder abanormal
condibions since 1040, scarcity- of certains types:of goods, crratic supply-and
changes oftgrades in common nse have-ereated unusual difficutty in obtaining
the dipta necessary. for measuring variations i pricess In some instances,
this has rendered it necessary to substituto new. grades; qualities or types
of articles for those formerly used as indicators of changes:iniprice. This
has. been the case more particularly. in. she clothing, houschold drapery and
household wtensils sections of the regimen. Substitutions of simtlar kind
were necessary ab times under normal conditions i order to meect changes
of- fashion and usage. Such substitutions are not injurious to the index
provided the transitional difficulties can be solved s they arise.  No change
m principle is involved. The index continnes to measure, as accurately as
may-be; price varintions, and price-variations only. Just a3 ih: the pre-war
pesiod, those differcnces. in prices which are solely due to. substitntion of
a new item tor one which has ceased to be available or in common use arc
neutralized by taking the price of the old itemn as typical oft price varviation
in its class np to the time of substibution, and the prices of the new item as
typienl of smuch changes in price thereafter,

In normal times, popular nsage of 1tems in gener consumption changes
slowly and the weight of items and groups in the regimen is changed only
at long intervals, In abnormal times, searcity of supplics of some goods,
rationing and. kindred factors actually produce short terin chunges in usage.
The weights applicable to the items in the regimen cannot, however, he
changed trequently und at short intervals.  (See § 9 (5); puge 35.)

§ 3. Various Retail Price Indexes:

‘Two main series of retail price index-numbers are compiled. and’ shown
p
in some detail in the following pages, namely :—

{) the *“ B Series [ndex relating only to food, groceries. and. honsiug,
continuously. available from 1go7 ;

(i} the “ € Series Index relating to foud, grocenies, housing,. clothing,
honsebold drapery and: utensils, fuel and light, and other misecel-
laneous items of homsehold expenditure,. continwonsly avulable
fromu 1G14.

The “ B Bartes Index comprises only the food, groceries and housing
gections of the “ €' Serics Index. Reference is made on pages 38 to 40
of this Report o the ©“ A”’ Series Index and the ““D* Series Index (which
are no ionger compiled), the ““ Court ™ Series Index amd various other series
of retail price index-numbers.

The *“ C ™ Series Index iu total provides a rebable messure of aggregate
variations in retail prices (as well as of group indexes for component sestions)
of & bigh percentage of goods. ands services used in wage-casner houscholds.
This index is compiled for :—

(a): the capital city of each of the six States,.

{b). four other principal towns in each of the siz States;

{ey weightedraverage of five towns (including: capitalicity) in each of ‘the
six. States, '

td} weighted average for the Six Gapital Cities combined,.

1t weighted avernge for the Thirty Towns. (including capitall eitiesy.

{fiy separate indexes for Warwick; Port: Angusta, Whyallaand Ganberra.

L A Y

-

.



»
]
.
»
t
-4
)

4

-+

" By g wr

>

REerarn Prios. Levens {“ € ” SErTES. IRDEX): 1914-1952, 5

The ‘““C" Series Index forms the basis of the “ Court.’” Series Index
used by the Commonwealth, Conrt of Conciliation and Arbiteation for the
" gost of living”” adjustments of wages prescribed by awards made by the
Court. (See §§ 10 und 1T of this Chapter.):

§ 4. Retail Price Levels (“ C” Series Index), 1914-1952.

1. Signifleant Dates:—The aggregate ndexes- for Novembes, 1914,
1921 and 1622, and the years 1923 to 1951, for the Thinty Towns are
published in summary form en pages 21-23 hereof, while the following table
furnislies the relevaut index-numbers: foc the Six Capital Cities as a whale,
for ceriain significant dates sines Novomber, 1Qrq—bthe earliest date for
which this index is available.

At I'rems (" C” Benrigs) Rerealn Price INDEXR-NUMBERS.
WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF 31X CaPiTaL Crrigs.

{Base : 1923-27 = 1,000.),

1984, November .. .. 687 (Begmming of War 1)
1918, November .. .. 905 {End ot War )
1920, November . .. 1,160 (Post-War peak}
1922, November - . g75 (Post-War trough)
1929, Year . . .. 1,033 (Pre-Depression peak)

- 1933, Year . - . 804 {Depression trough)
1939, September Quarter . 916 {Pre-War IT.)
1943, March Quarter .. .. 1,123 (Pre-Price Stabilization)
1943, June Quarter .. .. 1,143 {War H. peak) '
1945, Septenber Quarter . 1,126 (End of War 11)
1952, Blecember @uarter. . . 2,243 .o

The: mdex vose by approximately 32 per cent. duning the first world war
and by a further 29 per cent. m the two post-war yems {(November, 1918, to
November, 1g20). From Nowember, 1620, to November, 1922, there was a
fall of 36 per cent., and the mdex remained relatively stable until the onset
of the depression-in 192g. Puring the four yews of the depression 192¢ to
1933 the mdex foll by 22 per cent., 1ixing thereafter steadily until 1939 when
it was neatly 14 per cent. above the level of 1933, and approximately wt the
level it had occupied at the date of the Arwustice of F9I8.  Between the
outhreak of war (September, 1939) and March, 1943 {ypre-pice stabilization),
the index. rose by approximately 23 per cent. to. a level hightly below that
reached at the height of the post-war boom in 1g20.  Compared with March
Quarter, T948, the index-number ab the close of the war was practieslly
unchanged. At December Quarter, 1952, the level was approximately
g2 per cent. above thet of the 1920 peak period.

Immediately after the outbreak of tlie war, price control was established
by the Government under Regulations. duted 28th. September, 193g, and a
national policy of price stabilization wae applied as from: 12th April, rgy3,
backed by more stringent price control and price, subsidies. The retail
price: lewel, as mensured. by the index, remained relatively steady
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throughout 1944 and 1945 at the level of March, 1943. This stabilized level
was approximately 23 per cent. above that of 1939 and 63 per cent. above
the level prevailing at the beginning of the first world war in 1g14. Since
June Quarter, 1940, war-time controls, subsidies, etc., have been progressively
modified and inflationary influences have supervened. The retal price index
for December Querter, 1952, was I45 per cent. above that of September
Quarter, 1939, and g9 per cent. above the level of September Quarter, 1945.

An account of price control measurea and of price atsbilization in
Australia was published in Qfficial Year Book of the Commonwealth No. 37,
pages 458-463 and No. 38, page 414.

2. Al Items (*“O" Series) Retail Price Index, Six Capital Cities,
1914-1952.—The movement in the various groups of the index and in
the index as a whole for each year for which it has been compiled is shown
in the following table for the six capital cities combined :—

All Itemsg (¢ ¢ ** Series) Retail Price Index and its ** Group ** Index-Numbers (s}
for the Biz Capifal Cities combined, 1914 to 1952,

{Base of Bach (Iroup ; Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 192327 = 1,000,)

Food,
Grocerles
Food Housiog ‘?d ananslng I't:gu
Period, o800 | Geond s | “Gornd | Owtbing | (TR e
T 2
Honsea).() | "« g oy Index.
Serlea),
914 59 . .s G41 649 by | 754 149 1.5
:912 e .. .. gu ggg ;Ez g z ggf 782
1916 {¢ 12 T Y
917 ke .. - Ugﬁ 685 782 992 882 ﬁ"
1918 {0} vs P 1134 F22 813 1,097 972 pas
419 (0) va .. 1,026 268 034 I.238 1,036 1023
1920 (e} . .. 1,209 851 1,082 1,308 1,194 1,166
:z:: (:} " - 35: ;:; 32; il:;g l';;; 1.0 ;g
e ve 4 L # 9
1913 . - 1,009 930 938 1,043 999 1,003
I I~ < I < B B - R
s . 5 093

1926 e . 1,02y :’.ozs 1,024 986 928 1,3?1
937 . . 1,000 1,030 1,011 973 1,008 1,002
15268 . . 965 1,066 LoL4 997 1,010 1,009
ey o . 1,044 1,073 1.033 996 t,007 1,033
1930 ve . G941 1,047 G 95t 09 975
98¢ P .. 426 1 Bz . 8353 97 873
1933 .. s 296 17 Bo3 804 95 B30
1938 .- . 730 S04 y68 =87 950 Bog
1934 e e 83 tio ™ 18s o944 817
1933 . ‘s 206 339 418 783 o4b b2
936 e .a s Bz B¥g 844 293 447 8350
gy’ .- ‘e 134 [1F] 87z g 960 873
1933 . . 886 042 pob LEL) P LH 897
1geg . - 927 963 939 LT 962 920
Tgd0 . . 939 ¢73 950 93¢ 998 957
1941 .. . 947 976 936 1,118 1,060 1,008
943 .e .e 103t 976 1,007 1,308 1,114 1,001
1049 s va 1,037 973 1911 5,440 1,160 3,131
1944 .- .. 1,026 976 1,004 1,435 1,15% Tz
I043 . . 1,034 97 1,000 1,428 I,r61 1,126
[CFL ar . 1,036 976 1,010 1,508 1,167 5145
947 e . 1,100 9y 1,050 1,506 . Lage 1,188
1948 i .. 1,256 ar9 - IA4% I,744 1,257 1,203
1949 - | L nant 98z 1,230 1,997 1,338 1,415
1950 .. .. 1,560 g7 1,336 2,286 I 43% 1,560
1931 . .. 2,041 1,009 1,034 2,749 1,679 1,864
1952 I - - 2,520 1,057 1,947 3,006 1,958 2,196

{6) Ses footnote {a) on page 1o, {0} See footnote () on page 10, {¢) November.
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All Jtems (**C** Series) Retail Price Index and its ** Group ** Index-Numbers (a)
tor the Bix Capital Cities combined, 1914 to 1952 —condinmed.

{Base of Each Grong; : Weighted Average of Siz Capital Cilies, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

Food,
| Groseries Al
§ Houging |and Housing

Food . Ttema

Periad. _ana | laandse | (4ARA S| Ciophing, | Miseell- g

9 Hou ) }

Houses) (&) e BSi_!?l Index.

Serien). -
Quarter—

1939—September .. G20 aby a6 836 pd1 916
1945—March ‘e 1,028 78" 1,008 1,411 1,161 1,023
June . 1,037 975 1,011 1,416 1,161 I,I2%
September .. 1,040 975 1018 L41% L1801 1,126
December .. 1,030 975 1,007 448 _ 1,161 1,120
1946—March . 1,036 976 1,010 1,456 1,164 1,184
Jugs .. .. 1,042 976 1,014 1,494 1,167 1,145
September .. 1,019 9ré 1,006 1,521 1,167 T.X46
Devember ws 1,037 by L] 1,001 1,330 1,170 1,136

194 7—Murch . 1,097 976 1032 1,%24 1,181 1,065
June - 1,048 976 [,042 1,534 (N3 1 L,1%4
September .. 1,704 977 1,042 1,566 1,313 1,102
Decembor . 1,138 97y 1,973 1,639 1,317 A3
1048—Mareh .. .. 1,190 978 1,10% 1,661 1,231 1,248
Jooe . . 1,220 979 1,12 [,720 1,248 2,378
Soptember L. 1,274 979 1,156 1,778 1LI7I L3I
Decemlnr e 1,330 g8 1,190 1,818 1,277 1,341
1a49—March . 1,361 0Bt 1,200 1,849 1,304 1,364

June .e 1,338 o3r 1,236 1,903 1,325 1,10

feptember . [,396 o8z 1,237 2,043 1.345 1,47
Becember .e [,429 of3 1,252 2,132 1,378 1,466
1950—March .. 1.471 oBq 1.279 2,156 1,402 491
June . 1,520 alb 1,308 2,261 L413 1,534
September .. 1,582 ofy 1.346 2,316 [,432 1,572
December ‘e 1,089 oo 1,412 2,410 1492 1,643
1g5r—March .. 1,750 1,004 1,450 2,487 1,564 1L7t3
June . 1,025 1,007 1,563 2,746 1,641 r.633
September .. 2,130 [LGLo 1,002 2,833 718 1943
Decembar ve b TALL LOL3 1,800 2,530 1.794 2,042

_‘4\ N
1g5=—Mareh .. .. RNET. T 1,023 1,800 2,002 1.828 2,068
Aune . ‘Ff'.f« o,567 1,041 1,966 1.000 1,940 2,200
SeptemMer - .. 2,562 1,056 1,003 213 o18 2,238
Decembr . o,54% 1,004 1,971 3.L77 2,035 2,243
{n} Se¢ foctnote {a} on page 10. . {&y See footnote (M) on page 1o,

§ 5. Increases in Retail Prices since Outbreak of War in 1939,

1. Australia.—The following statement shows for the six State capitals
and Canberra scparately and for the six State capitals us a whole, the
percentage increases which have taken place in retail prices of items ineluded
in the “C” Series Index from September Quarter, 1939, to December
Quarter, 1952, inclusive. The proportionste increase in the total index for
each capital city is shown in the line marked ““ Total.” In the column headed
“ (1’ Serics Index the total percentage rise is dissected to show what part of
it was due to the rise in prices in each of the four main groups of items.
Thus, of the 147.8 per cent. increase for Sydney, 66.7 was due to food and
groceries, 3.7 to house rent, 55.9 to clothing and 21.5 to miscellaneous items.
The column headed Group Index shows the percentage increase in prices
of items in each group considered as a group. Thus, for Syduey, prices in
the food and groceries group increased by 185.7 per cent., house rents by 14.3
per cent., prices of clothing by 282.2 per cent. andl prices of miscellaneouns

+
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items by xa5-5 :per cent. Whess when -weighted and combined in the
propottion of the** C *"Series Index showed arise of 147.8 percent. For the
Six Capital Cities as a whole the increase over the peviod was 144.9 per cent.

All Ttems [(*C**Beries) Retail Price. Index.
.Parcentage Increases S8eptembar.Quarter, 1959, -to Deoember Quarter, 1952.

Sydney. Melhonrne. Frisbane, Adélaidp.
Gronp wgn v g o
Groug { g Group s Group “Group
Berles Borica Seties Berien
Tottex, | 109X | ragoy, | IndeX. | gohex, | Index. | pogor o Index.

Foml and Geoeeries [{a)66.7 | 185.7 [(aX03.4 1 173.3 [(a)fo.g | 170.5 [{a)57.7 ) 1628
Housing (4 and 3- . T
roomed Houses) l{a) 3.7 | 14.3 |} 0.7 2.9 lia) 3.0 r3.1 |(@)'6.2| 27.2
Clothing . |{)55.0( 282.2 ({a)56.0 | 284.2 ((a})57.2 | 270.3 {{a)56.53 | 268.3
Visedllineons . e)zr.5] 115.5 Ye)zz.2 [a13.1 {e)zo.1 | 08.6 {{@)22.1 105.9

Totad oo | 147.8 | 147.8 | 142.3 ] T42.3 | 147.2 | T47.2 | T42.3 | 142.3

Six State .
Peth. Ilclart. Capitals.(5) Cunberra,
o | S~ - -
\ Group | . Group ! Gronp Goa | Gromp
]E;;\drir-;. Yudex. ‘SJG"I"; Jmilex. 1?:5?; Index. Betics Index.

Tndex,

176,2 {a]64:8; 163.6

o0

Yol mnd Groeervivs ((@)59.5 1 158.4 H{e)06.8 | 183.1 Ha)63.
Houding {4 and 5. . !

roomed Houses) {(7) 7:0| 35.1 [(0) 9.2 717.8 ({a) 3.2 | 13.1 [{a} 0.5 2.2
Clothing .o la)56.8 ] 270.4 ({a)s5.6 | 268.8 l{a)s6.2 | 280.0 llal55/6 | 283.2
Meelloneon~ L Hedzv.g | 112.3 Hal21.8 ) 113.1 [(a)21.7 | 110.8 |(@hi8.7 | 110.9

Totat o] 161 | a46.0 § a8 4| 158.3 | 194.9 | 944.0 | 130.6| 130.6

{2) Diszection of pereentage tise In tobal index to shew apount duo te rise {n each group

(b} Weighted average,

‘The foregoing -comparisons refet 'to two points of time {i:e., the months
immediately jpreceding ‘the war and the closing months of 1952), at each
of which special temporary factors may have influenced relative price
levels. For instance, prices of certain foods {(e.g,, meat) fluctuate with
seasonal .conditions, The .percentage increases shown do ‘not, thercfore,
necessarily indicate the degree of incrense due solély to causes peculiar to the
war and post-war period.

2. International ‘Comparisons.—The following talile shows the increase
during this period -in.Australia and cerfain .other countries. The increases
during the first world war have .also been :ineluded.
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Retail -Price Index-Numbers.
{(Foop, Rewr, Crotaing, MiscELLANEOUS Hovuserord EXPENDITURE.)
Unlon of United

s Unlisd Hew Atates of
Date, Australls. Kingdom. Canada, Zealand, i??l‘; A:arl ‘;

{A4) : 19141919,

) 45

1914 July .. . 190 100 100 oo b 100{¢) 100
1915 Yeor .. . 14 | 125 97 108 103 102
wis L, .. . xib 148 102 1i5 106 109
M|y, . 1z || réo 130 125 | TN 128
s, .. .. 132 || =203 146 135 118 156
919 ,, .. . 149 208 155 145 126 175

(o) November. {4 Foold Fuel, Light and Rent, {e) Average for Year 1514.

{8} : 1930-1952.

1939— {a)

September Q\mrter 100 100 100 . 100 100 100
1940 —Year(l) 105 1H) 165 104 104 oo
41— ,, (B) . 10 moy L1 ool 100 105
T94— L. () . 159 128 16 101 ns 116
043— . DY . 124 128 117 3 ¥ ‘26 125
44— 4 (B) . 123 129 ® 116(e) 139 123
945 . (I 123 H3l Hig 118 133 127
46— L, (B) . 15 131 I g i35 138
1947— 5 (&) . 130 102} 134 122 141 158
ag8— ,, ) | .- 4L 108 154 132 140 130
1949— ., (B! 154 111 150 *134(e} 154 168
Toso-— . () . 170 Ty 165 142 160 17
1951— ,, 8) . 206 124 185 157 172 185
1G52— e .. . 240 130G 3136 170 187 189
1g32—March  Quarter 229 T33 189 167 n83 187

Slune - 241 130 186 165 ‘185 188
Bept. " 244 137 186 171 183 “HO
[hse. " 245 138 133 172 1192 100
(@) Food, Hent and Mucellnpecns Expenditure () Quarterly hnudvxes appear fu preceding izeues
(£} War-thne Index linkad by i‘nrmf:t ‘grTies, () Indy-December pew Seades,  DBase: orth June,
[947 = [00, {e} Consumers’ {Retaily Prce Yndex hnked torformer aonos,

At vartous stages during the first world war\ moszé of these countries
introduced some measures of price-control. Mut i the second world war
they mtrodueed price control ineasures at an early stage and these became
more stringent as the war progressed, culmivating in a policy of price
stabilization.

Jmmediately after the outhreak of war in Septeinber, 1939, the Conmon-
wealth.Government took steps to control prices, and, by preclamation.issued
from day to day, pegged prices of various.commodities«at those raling on 318t
August, 1939. The Nutional Security -{Prices} Rogulations proclaimed -on
28th September, 1939, nnder the .authority of the National Security Act,
estabilished the ‘basic principles of wartime price contral, provided for ghe
appointment « wf o -Commouweaith Prices -Commissioner and conferzed npon
him .cxtensive powers to conteal ‘the price of goods declared for 'that purpose
by the Minister for Trade and -Customs. 1In @fficial Year Book of the Com-
monwealth, No. 37, pagez 458-463, & brief summary of the «develapment -of
this.contra) is published, while:in.No. 38, page 414, reference is made to-the
trangferin September, 1048, df pricecontrol to the Governments of:the States.
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§ 6. Construction of All Items (“C* Series) Retail Price Index.

1. The Regimen.—The reginden from which the “ C* Series Index is
compiled consists of a list of commodities and services which commonly
enter into the conswmaption of the average household and in respect of which
comparative prices cat be ascertuined with due precision from time to time
and place to place. (See § 2 (3) and (4), page 3 above} The rogimen ia
divided into $he following Groups and Sections :—

dronp. Seebion.
: . A.—Groceries.
1. Food and Groceries .. < B.—Dairy Produce.
‘ C.—Meat.
I1. Housing ‘e .. D.—House Rent,
E.—Clothing—Man,
F.—Clotbing—Woman,
II1. Clothing . .. £ G.—Clothing—Boy (10} years}.

H.—~Clothing—@irl (7 years),
J.—Clothing—Boy (3} vears).
! K.—Household Drapery.
: L.—Housebold Utenails.
I¥. Miscellanecus M.—Fue! and Light.

' LN —Other Miscellaneous.

The *“ ¢ " Setics Index includes the whole of the foregoing Groups, but
for many parposes indexes are required for individual Groups or Sections.
For this reason the following indexes ave regularly compited ut the intervals
ghown, and published in this Report and other publications issued by the
Bureaw :—

G(r:;lp Conlent. Frequency.
1 Food and Groceries. . .. .. .. | Moathly
. Housing {4 and s-rocmed houses) (d) .. .o Quarterly
L. and II. Food, Groeeriee nnd Housmg {4 and 5 -roomed
houscs) {* B Seriea) . oo | Quarterty
II1. Clothing .. .. .. . <. | Quarterly
Iv. Miscellaneous Household Requirement. .+ | Quarterly
L, 1L, 11T, and IV.| Food, Groceries, Housing (4 and s-roomed
houses), Clothing and Miscellaneous {** C "' Series) | Quorterly

For convenience of referencc two of the indexes mentioned above have
i

been given the “serics ” designation shown against them. These indexes
are dealt with in tern in the following pages. Lo

{a} ** Group “ Bectionnl * index-nminbers in the various tables thronghout thia Report cannot
be compared with euch other in order to ahom the relaiive cost of Food and Grocerics, Housiug, Clothing
or st eltancous requirements, sinee cach ** Group ™ or ** Scetion ' (or combination t.ereof) hns ita own
Bage = 1,000, ViZ., the wc[ghbed a\’emga cosb, for t.he 8ix Capital Citics 28 & whoele during the five-yearly
period 1gz3-27 for that * Gronp’  Beokion *’ ¢y Rent, The rent index-numbers phown
in the tables in Ehis Report measure the pmport.ionatc riac amml Fall in the sverage wockly rent..nls paid
fot houses of four and five rooms, taking corresponding houses tl:roup,hout. Thev are** price *' indexes
in the strict sense, Le., they mie designed to measure onty the  prive ”* clement m rent duciuations,
Simllerly, * avernge Ionts ¥ where shown are indexcs of © peice *° changes la rendals eXpresard in terms
uf peoce.  They are not the average of renta actually paid by all tenants of 4 aml s-roomed houses. It
would be inapproprinte to nclude the average of rents actually pald 1o an index designed to measure
price changes only. The averape of rcnts m,tuully puid is ascertaiued penlaldly by Lensos methods
(ace also page = abowe)  Kentals of new ¢ Lebed sineo the il of the war are not
taken fto account.

o
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_ The articlea and services included in the various regimens now wsed for
the purposes of the indexes referred to are shown in the following table :—
Retail Price Indexes—Regimen.
GROUP I.—FOOD AND GROCERIES.

Cosk of
Itemrs tn
' Regimen &s
“ Weight' of | percentage of
Na. Hem. Unit. Mags Unit |[aggregste coat—
{per capltn}, Melbourne,
Dee. Quarter,
1941,
73]
SeorTon A.—GEOCERIES.
1 | Bread, white fiour {vash dehverecl) 2-tb. loaf .. 100 3.57
2 | Flour, ordinary .. .. .| 2lb. . 25 o.56
3 | Flour, seli-rmsmg 2-1b, pkt... 13 0.50
4 | Tos 1-1b. pke... 8 1.21
5 | Sugar, white g-ranulated 1A 1lb, 100 2,01
6 .. ‘. e
8 ,seadta oca .- 1lb. .. X 0.0
g J:ﬁ: plum P . .- 14-1b. tio. . 8 0.52
9 | Golden 8prup .. 2-lb. tin .. i 0.04
o Oata, flaked, looas .. ol rdb. .. 8 0.28 P
i1 | Raitins, seeded .. . o { Tdb plti.. s 0.q5 [(13-9%~
12 | Currante, loose, 2-Crown . o] 1lb, . 2 0,13
13 | Apricots, dried, longs, -men 11b. . 1 0,15
t4 | Poaches, canned . 30-0z. tin 3 Q.25
15 | Pears, canned 30-02. tin I ©.00
6 .. .. o N, s
17 | Potatoes, new and old 7lb. .. 18 2,40
13 | Onions, brown .. 1lb. . 14 .68
19 | Boap . 1lb. 16 0.60
20 Keroaane. llght-mg, bulk . . | quart .. 4 0. 11
Smwu B. —D.mw PrODUOE.
21 | Butter, factory * choicest ™ t Ib. .. 30 3.54
z2 | Cheess, ordinary, mild .. 1lb. 4 ©.33
23 | Eggs, standard, new laid t doz. 6 1.00
24 | Bacon, rasheora, best middle 1 lb, 12 2.33 »10.66
25 | Milk, cor d, sweetened 1 tin - 5 .27
16 | Milk, fresh—in sealed bottlea or not
bottled .. quari ., 7= 3.19
Smc-non C -—Mm'r - .
Beef (fresh}—
27 Bitloin {Roaat) {bone in) 1 1b. . 18 1.80
28 Prime Rib (Rosst) including bone | 1 tb. . 22 1.03
9 Steak—Rump o 1l . I 1.48
10 Smk—Chuok {atowmg} Ilhb. . 20 I.57
31 Sausagen . 1 ib. 7 0.43
Beef (corned)—
32 Bilverside .- 1lb, . 14 1.38
13 Brisket, rolled .. ilb. . 15 1.08
Mution {{resh)— . 16,88
34 Leg .. . .- 1lb, . 20 1.57
15 Foregnarter .. - Ilb, . 13 0.8z
36 Loin, without flap ] . 4 ©.31
37 Chops~~Loin .. - NS X .- 30 2.42
38, Chope—Leg .. . ]tk .. 10 0.81
Pork {freah)—
.30 Leg .. .. o |11 .. 3 0.42
- 40 Loin, best end .- o | 1b, o 3 0.43
41 Chops . o 1l .. 3 0.43 )
' ' GROUFP I —HOUSING —Secrtos D.—ReNT,
42 | House Accommodstion(b) . ] werk . s2{e) | 11,14

{3) Percentages for the varlous sections of e remaining Gronpe—E11. Clothlog and IV, Miscellaneous—
gl t.lui 'idc * Serlea Index are shown on page 16,
ouselnld.

(%) Four and (ive-roomed houses.

{c) Per



12 CraryEr h—ReTain Pricrs axp Peice Innexes., .
. Retail; Price Inderes-—Ragimen—confintied.. N
GROUP 1H1.—ELOTHING.
' |§-. ‘é ' i !:“ .
No. It gﬂgfg Ko Item, ]?_g:g
FLsy , i=TER
-k i :’_‘1__8_

SROTION E.—CLotntia—Xan.

1 | Buit, ready-made, Worsted (Aus
tralino). .. .. .. 0.67
2. | Troueers, worklog, Uotton, Tweed
{Australiau} . . N .. P

3 | Overcoat, resdy-made, Tweed (Aus-

- tralian) .- . 0.33
4 | Hat, Far Felt (Anstrallan) .. 1 00
5 | 8hirt, Fashlon .. 1,67
6 | Shirt, Worklng, Drill .. .. 4.0
8§ | Sinplsl, Wool (short sleaves) .. 1,00
g | Sloglet, Cotton. (athletlci) .. I.00

10 | Underpants, Wool (full length} .. 1.00

11 | Underpants, Cotton " Shorts™ .. t.00

1z | Sox. AN Wool .. & (4.05) 7.00

13 o . .. .. .

14 | Bracea .. .. .. 1.33

15 | Handkerehlef, Colton .. .. 6.00

1% | Pyjamas, Winceyette .. .. t.%0

17 | Pullover, Al Waool . .. 1,00

18 | Shoes (for hest weat), Dox Call .. o, 50

1¢ | Roote, working, Pox Hide .. I.50

BEGPION F,—CLOTHENG—WOoMAN (D)

z2o- | Costuma; resdy-made; Fweod-(4ve-

[ tesllsn) . .. .. o 10

21 || Bkirt: ready-made, Twesd (Ane-

T teallsn) o . 1,35

HE-| - . .. .. ..
a3+ |, Hat, Far Felt (Australlan)- e o 7

34 |t Hat, 3traw ‘s .. .. 3.0
13 || Frovek, ready-mede, Cotton .e 1,50,

1.1 i Froch, ready-mads, Baveon . £.%0
17 | Brassaiers .. 4.50
13 | Dnderveat, Wooland Bayon N 1.%0-

29, | Undervesi, Rayon ‘o e 1.50

L] . . . . .
it i Domnera, Havou . .- 4.50

33 {] Princess Sllp, Ravon . w, ] pae
13 | Stoekings, SIk, Nyl .. .- #.00

14 |, Stockings, Lisle .- vs 1.00
13 || {Hoves, Folrle ‘e . .28
36 13 Qloves, Napps .. .- a.75
37 | Fightdress, Rayon coo@f2. 40y | T1.30
s [! Prjamss, Winceyetia . ol 1 %e
|3 | Apron, Cotton .. .. v. 6.00

1 | Cardigan, 411 Waol .. e .59
13 {1 Shoes (for Lést wear), Qlace Kid .. 1.50
(3 {i Shoea {Iot ordloary wear), Box Call: [ 1,350

SEeTION- . —CLOTHING—POT (10} TEARS:

SRCTIOR 4, — CLOTHINA—BOY {1v} YrAKS)— condd,

Uvarconts, readyanale; ' aweod: Ane-
trallate) . ‘e
vap, Skell, 4ot ..
S, dporls . .
Slnglet, Woul. (short. steevesy .
Zingket, Cotton (athi=rley .
Jirnces . N
Stockinge, {olf, AN Waok .
Tyjamas, Winceystie .. .
Bullover, Al Wool i ..
Shoen, Hox Yearllng .. o (3 13}

SEcTiom H.-—CLOTAIAG—IL {7 YVEARS)

Tunle, Wool .. . e

Iiteys, Cotton ., ..

Top Coat, Twand (Australlan) .
“1iad, Would Talt {Austeallan ‘s

Had, Straw .. .-

FPetilroat, IRayon . .
Anglet, Woul aml Ravo .
Singlet, Royou, . ..
Uinuntes,, Cotten, tesey-tued, ..
Winers, avon .. ..
Sax; Ankler, Rayon and Eise |

Byijnmas, Wincovette, .. .

T¥iamas, ayon ..

Pullovar, Ak Wool . ..

Shoen  (Ior  Leat  wear), Talenk
Laather

Yhoes fachonld, Ilox Yonr'ling_ »

[Ty

8 320832593 28237 2

[ P -

-

HECTION J —CLOTHING—ANT (3§, TaARS.

26
77

78

79
80
L
a2
83

44 iSuit, ready-made, Tweed [(Aus-
trafian N . . 1.00
45 | Pants, ready-inade, Tweed (Aus-
teallany . 1.00,
1}

By
s

Bu

Shirt, Rauger . .. ..
Jants, resdy-mads, Tweed' {Aue-
tralisn) .. .. ..
Overepat, ready-mnde, Twaed (Aun-
trallan) ..
Nat, Cloth. . .
Singlet, Wool ... ‘e
Singlet, Cotton {athletic)
Box, Atklet, Royon and Bise
l’y{mms, Winceyette ..
Pallaver, All Wool .- .
Shoea (fof  Lieat  wenr}, Iatent

Lenther . . .
Shoes {(for erdinary  weac),, Tan
Yearling .

[
A0

00

0o

{4) Mass unit actually apolicable, and Inelodes " weight ™ teaoadéored from similar atich: wow
dleted (8} Tha mass units were rajscd by so per eent. thronghond Lils Section tu resture ita due

propnrtionate " welght ™ in the Clathing Qroup of the. Index aa from September Quatter,. 1036,

1. .
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s e
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Retail Price Indexes—Regimen—confinied.
GROUP TV ~~MISCELLANEOQUS,

’ % 3.8 Lz oz
- & =
No.i Trem gs%é'g No [N §3;§'§
I S ﬁi 2 ! .5 g g
SECTION L —HOUzEHOL D GTLEsILy—roni R
BECTION. K, —ILOUSKHOLD JIRAPERY., o
a6 | Knite, Tslde (staiulown} e 10
1 | Bisokesa DD (pate} oo | 237 Bboomer oo
# | Blanketa, 8.B. (prir): . o. 14 29 | Fork, Table e. 10
» Quilt. .. .o o 33 || 30| Globe;, Klectrie Light {gwmlad] .00
5. | 8hoets, DB (palry | elye ||l fron, Electrin (full aice) o.ie
#' |  Sheets, 3110 (polt) . . .00 -
y | Plilow Ship, con‘m . . 4.00 Sxcriox M.—IFUEL 4D LianT
3 | Towel . . .00
9 | Table Cloth . . 0,10
10 | Tea Towel (yurd}. . . ‘.00 33 | Flrewood (blocka) (ewt.) (B} . 40
33 | fiza, cooking (vulta) (4) L
14 |, Slectrie-lightiug (anits) ol T30
3% | Klectrie -power. (units} () o 130
Jgotton L.—ilouasHoLDd- UTenaLs; - -
. Amount
No. ltem. ! woek
. Jer
11 | Cup and Saurer o T G0
t1 |. Plets, IMoner (Styne Chine) . 3.00 bousshold).
11 1.}ug, Quart {Earthcoware) . 1.00
4 cabiod o8
ts | Basin, Pudding( Enamel), 6§-foch| 100 3BcTioN N, —OTHRB MISORLIANEOTD.,
16 | Tumbler {8-02.) 1.00
17 | Kettde, Hnasaet'(4- pint]'a {o. 3.7) | ezo.
1] .. o 26 | Unlon Daes . . (cj
13 Smlcrpan. Bnamel (3 Plni-) a.490 37 | Lodge Ducs . . } ()
to- |, Bueket, {ialvanlzed (1o-loch) 7,30 3@ | Medlclne .. .- . ¢
2t | DHpper [ I-Lv] 19 Newapﬂ)en . . {c}
ax: |, Broom, Millet @, 3 40 . . {r}
13 | Proom, AMr, comp]ele (12- Ineh} 0.31 41 | Smoking .. . N (e}
#¢ | Deoah, Scrabbing{ro-Inch). .. £, 50, 42+ Fares . - e}
3 | Mop, Pollshing, completa e 0.20 4% | Sehool uqulllln .- o 1G]
(u}; Maore: unit actanlly applicable, and includes * weight * transferred {rom. similan arilcle now

deleded.
(5) Standand' mass gty En cettain provinelal towns where was aml for efvetricity are 1ot used the
maes unita.differ from the standard.

(¢) A haste amonnt per weelk 1a \'llnml qrarterly (whore novessary} in aeeonlnes with changia showa
by andndex of varlation.

2. The Masg Units (or * Weights’") and Method of Tabulation.—
(i) The *‘mmass units” (or ““ weights} are multipliers representing the
approximate average annual conawmption per kead or per household under
normal conditions. The index-numbers are computed on a “ total annua)
aggregative oxpenciture ™ Dhasis, ie., the totul annual expenditure from gime
to time by » standard. population in respect of the selocted regimen of conm-
modities and services cowmonly entering into honsehold ¢onsumption, and
of a constant. standard quality. As a fiest step, therefore, it 1 nocessary to
multiply the price of each 1tem by its ““ weight > per head or per liousehold
asi the: case may he.  Thus, vhe *“ weight  of bread 18 100 2:1b. loaves per
head ; of sugar 100 Ib. per head : of towels 3 per household , and of housing
52 rtent-weeks, pen household.  The result of this. initial. calcalution. 1a

1

designatied: the * P.MU " aggregate (i.e., Price’'x Mass Unit).
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The sum of the above “P.MU " results for each Section or Group ie
then maultiplied by its appropriate population or household * weight ”
to produce the respective annual aggregate expenditures, Thus, Bectiona
A to C (Food and Groceries) would he multiplied by the total population ;
Section D (Housing) by the total number of honseholds; Sections B to 3
(Clothing) by the proportion of the total population applicable to each;
and Sections K to N (Miscellaneous) by the total number of houssholds.

The combination of the aggregates from the last paragraph gives the
** total annual sggregate expenditure ” for the whole regimen, from which
the 0 Beries index-number iz derived by applying to 1,000 the ratio
which the agpregate for any pericd bears to the aggregate for the base
period of the index. In the process of tabulation all prices are converted vo
pence for these final aggregates.

For tabulating purposes some of these “ mass units ” are varied when
necessary to make up a deficiency or camcel out an excess in the aggregate
resulting from a change in the standard of any item upon which pricea are
collected, to ensure that such changes shall not be wrongly recorded by the
index as variatéons in prices. The * mass units ” published above, howaver,
atill continue to show the correct relative consumption * weights * actually
applicable to the commodities and services in the regimen for the constant
standards used in the index  See also § 2 (3) and § 6 (3) of this chapter,

(it} The five sectione inte which the clothing group is divided are some-
what arbitrary, but they follow those adopted by the Royal Commission on
the Basic Wage (see page 106). The sections for men and women are now
regarded as being applicable to persons aged seventeen years and upwards.
The section for a boy aged ten and a half years is taken a8 representative
of both sexes from ten to sixteen years; the section for a girl aged seven as
representative of both sexes from five to nine years; and the section for a
boy aged three and a half years is taken as representative of children aged
four years and under.

(iii) In estimating the annual average consumption per head of food and
groceriea for household purposes, small adjustments in the crude average
consumption were made in two ways. Consumption by factories, when the
product did not go into household use in Australia, was deducted. On the
other hand, the “ weighta > given to some foods, such as dried apricots jand
canned peaches, cover also the consumption of other similar foods. The

“weights” of individual food items were not adjusted,to take sccount

of war-time scarcities and rationing.

(iv) Some foods of some importance, such as fresh fish, and fresh fruit
and vegetables other than potatoes and onions, are not inc‘iluded in the
regimen because comparable prices for a standard grade cannot be obtained
from time to time or place to place and because of marked seasonal

E T o R Y L
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fluctuations in supplics and conswmption. The inclusion of such items,
therefore, would impair the accuracy of the index. In the original regimen
certain omissions were made partly on account of the difficulty of securing
comparable prices. Some cuts of meat, for example, are exeluded because
they are not unifermly standardized. Mutton is included and not lamb
hecause the latter, in many places, is available only seasonully, However,
the appropriate total weight for meat is distributed amongst the cuts in-
cluded in the regimen. DYroprietary linez of breakfast foods are excluded
beeause they are not universally availfi.blc. ‘

{v) In the case of Food and Groceries (Group I.} the '’ weights *” adepted
sre, approximately, the annual average consumption per head for household
purposes of the various articles during the years 1927 to 1929. The * weights ™
allotted to ibems in Clothing {Group III.) and Household Drapery (Section
K of Group IV.) are based largely on the results of the inquirics of the Royal
Commission on the Bastc Wage, which reported in 1920 and 1921, After
exhaustive inquiries the Commission published a ** regimen ” for an average
working family of five persons, and st out the constituent items in its
“ Indicator Tast . This list, so far as it celated to the articles in question, was
followed substantially in the original compilation of the *“ C” Series Index
and has been adjusted by subsequent investigations of the Burean to accord
with changes ip popular nsage. The * mass units ” used for fuel and light;
are based, indirectly, on the findings of the Commission. Until September
Quarter, 1036, fixed amounts were used for the miscellaneous items of
Section N, but since the date mentioned, provision has been made to wary
certain of these amounts periodienlly, in accordance with ascertained changes,

{vi) The *“ weights” allotted to the items were not adjusted to take
account of war-time ghortages or rationing, and the index therefore moasured
witp-tinie price changes in refation fo a rormal (or pre-war} apportianment
of houschold cxpenditure. (See § 2 (5) and § 9 (s} of this chapter.)

3. Relative ** Aggregate Expenditure *° of Ttems and Groups.—In the
base poried of the index {the years 1923 to 1927) the rclative importance
of each of the four main groups, expressed as a percentage of the weighted
average ‘‘aggregate expenditure’ in the Six Capital Cities (from which
all relative index-numbers are derived) was as shown in the third column
of the following table. - Although the © weights ”’ of each item in the regimen
ate kept virtuslly epnstant, the relative “ aggregate expenditure > of the
various iteis and groups varies from time to time as relative prices change.

The percentage distribution for Melbourne in the base period was practi-
cally identical with that of the Six Capital Cities as a whole, and has
continued t& be representative of the relative movement of prices in the
capital cities up to the present time, TFor this and other reasons, therefore,
the percentage distribution of the Melbourne “ aggregate expenditures”

’
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"hes been published in previous issues of this Report, and these figures for
December.quarter, 15T, are shown in the last.column of thetable for+«com-

parison with those of the base period.

{ronp.

rAgctim.

Proportion of Aggregate ‘Expenditure,

1925~27 (DBase}).

Dec. Qtt,, 1051

Six Capltal Clties. Melbourne.
% o
{.A Groceries L7.44 r3.82;
11. ‘Food and Groceries [< B ‘Dairy Produce 10,28 »38.66 | 10.66°341.36
C Meat 10.94) 16.88

11. Housiug ..

D House Rent—
{4 and ssroomed

hiusrs} 21,26 .26 | 11.14 11,74
E Man .- 3169’ 12297
¥ Woman .. Q.12 14:00
IT1.'Clothing .. G ‘Boy, 10§ yeara 2.89'23.04 z.35 ¥31.20
H Girl,"7 yeare 1..36 1.71
J Boy, 3} years . 0:08 , 0,83
K Household Drapery 1.09 2,31}

IV. Miscellaneous ..

L Household Utensils
M Fuel and Light ..
‘W Other Miscéllaneous

17.04

8.74

0:68
4»5?}16.30

100 .00 100,00

4. Base Periods .0t the Indexes.—The base period originally adopted
by the Bureau for ite retail price .indexes wss the year 1911. When the
collection of the prices of clothing and miacellaneous iteme wae nndertaken
for the purposes of the “ C” Series Index, the month of Nevember, 1914,
was adopted as the base period for this series. The desirability of com-
puting retail price indexes to a new base was constdered by a Conference
of Btatisticians in 1929, and it was resolved that from 1zt January, 1930,
the five vears 1923-27 should be adopted as the base period. Commencing
with Labour Report No. 2T for 1930, therefore, the retail price indexes have
been published on this base. The aggregate to which all index-numbers
are'telated is the weighted “ aggrogate expenditure  of the regimen in the
six capital cities during the period taken as base expressed as an index-
number of I;000.

Conferences of statisticians in 1949 and 1950 left consideration of the
adoption of a new base period to be made in conjunction with the next
general review of the index. In the Monthly Review of Business Statistics
the index is recomputed with the three years ended June, 1939, as base.

Indexes .on the -earlier bases mentioned will be found in previousrissues
of the Labour Report, as follows :—

{i) 1911 Boase—Food and groceries; rent of all houses; and food,
groceries and ront of all houses (* A" Series Index)—Labowr Reports Nos.
I to 15.* Food sud groceries; rent of 4 and S-roomed houses; and food,
groceries and rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses (“ B* Series Index)~—[Labour
Reports Nos. 16 to 20,

(i} 1914 Base.—Food and groceries; rtent of all houses; clothing;
miscelaneous ; all items of ‘homsehold expenditure .(subsequently
retrozpectivély revised to include rents of 4 and 5-roomed houses only)—

* Theae fndex-nutubers appear In the Appendix to esch Lobour Report Noa 6 bo.28 ancd atso in
he Quaurterly Summargof A ustrdlion Stah#iterapito No 15y, June, ro38,
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CoNSTRUOTIOR: OF ALL. Itmms (! € Series) REratn PRICE INDEX. 17

Labour. Reports:Nos: 12 to-16.. Food and groceries:;, rent.ofi4.and. 5-roomed
bousce ; clothing; miscellaneous; all items of household expenditure
(*“C” Series Index)—Labour Reports Nos. 17 to 20.

The conversion of these indexes from one base to another may be
readily: effeoted: by multiplying the: index-number to be- converted: by the
appropriate factor shiown in the: followng table:—

Group. 1911.t0. 1914 (6}, 1411 b 1913-37 1914 (@) 192372y,

1914 (8} to 1911, 1923-27. to tprr, | to 1923-27.(tb 1914 (8).

Food - and.: Groceries. .. | o0.87230-; 1,14639| 0.55029 | 1.78800 | 0.64116 | 1.55070
Housing (4,214 5.1q0med .

howseay . 0.94:79 | 1.00068 0.6!16£ 63500 | 0. 64872 | 1.54150

Food, Groceries and .
Rent (“ B™" Senes) 0.80750 | 1.11420 | 0057785 | 1.730607 | 0.64384 | r.55320

Clothing: .. e . o . 0.75412 | 1.32610
Miscellaneous .. .. .. 0.74801 | 1.33530
AN Ttems {“C*" Sems}: ‘- .. . 0.68715 | 1.45530

(a) November.

The resulte obtained by the method above will, of course, be only
approximate, But the error will not be greater than one point.in- the unit
figure,

5. Relative Population Weights for Towns,—Weighted averages for any
combination of towns or States may be calculated spproximately by
maultiplying the index-numbera* of the towns or States to be included by
their. population weighta, and dividing the sum- of the products by the sum
of the multipliers. The population. weights used in the computations of
thess weighted averages for 1934.and succeeding years. are an followa : —

Raelative Population Weights Used 1or Different ‘Townl.

New South ~ Viatori, Queensiend, ]B-outh Austratia] prosvern | Tesmeni

. o Fa o F i -

Tawn, =3 Towa. < 1. Town. 3 Town. |§ | Town. L] Town. | §

- ] . ] o -

-3 B B B -3 3

8ydney .. [tz3s|Melbourne | goz|Brisbane yoalAdelnide safPerth, otc. | 208|Hobart [1]

Nawcastle |- ros|Ballarat. .. 38T wonmhba #6]Kadloaete.| 12|Kalg'lioete| r2lLavneeston] s3

Broken Hill || 27| Bendigo .. 29| Rockhsm'n 29|Pt. Plrle tx|Northam sIBurnls .. "

Gautburn 15|Geelong- .. 3oltTownavilte | 26{Mt, Gamb'r| sjBunbury s|Dsvonport | 3
Bathurst. 10| Wnambool. o|tBundaberg| 11|Peterbor'gh Geraldt 103 twn| 4

Total .. {1302] Total .. l1107} tTotal .. | soz| Total .. | 344 Totsh.. | 240] Totai .. {206

t Towpsvllls and Bundaberg were subatituied for Charters Towers-(7) und' Warwlck (7) In the “ Ave
towns " tabulstion in March Quarter, 1337,
The weights used are based on the 1933 Census results, and represent
to.the. nesreat 1,000 the actual population. at that date,

These weights produce results which differ only very slightly from those
obtained: from the weights. previously in use. The latter were based upon
the 1921 Census results, and were last published in Labour-Report, No. 23.

** The oficial Index-numbers are caleulated by operating on the agg'mgms ** of the towns congerned,
a procedure which may produce slightty. Jdifferent resuits from. the above.
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§ 7. Tabular Statements of Retail Price Index-Numbers.

1. General.—The results of inquiries into price movements are avail-
able as follows -~—

(i} Monthly—The Monthly Review of Business Statistics containg annual,
quarterly and monthly index-numbers to the latest available date.

(1) Quarterly.—A statement is issued about three weeks after the end
of each quarter giving the *“ G’ Series index-numbers for that quarter and
iminediately preceding quarters in respect of each of the 30 cities and towns
originally adopted and for certain other towns, e.g., Canberra, for which
“C" Beries index-numbers are now comptied. The Quarterly Swnmary of
Australion Stalistics contains annual, quarterly and monthly index-numbers
to the latest available date. This publication also contains the average
prices of the items of food and groceries, for each month of the last available
quarber, in the 30 towns covered by the investigation. Particulars of
movements in certain average rents of 4 and 3-roomed houses in these towns
ace also shown therein.

(iii) Annual.—The Labour Report containe index-numbers over s
number of pust years, and the monthly and quarterly results for at least
the Jast available year, The average prices for the last year of the items
of food and groceries, and house rents, are also published in this Report.
The Official Year Book also contains 1nformatlon gimilar to, but in less
detail than that published herein.

2. All Items (** C** Series) Retail Price Index.—On puges 6-7 above is
published a table of weighted averages for the six capital citiez combined,
of “C” Series index-numbers, together with index-numbers for the four
main groups of items in the “C’ Series Index for each year rgrq-Xg52.

In the pages immediately following are published :—

(i} the “ C " Series index-number, for the last quarter of each of the years
1939 and 1046 to Ig5I (page Ig) and for the month of November
of each of the years 1914 to 1920 (page 2zo), for each capital city
and for the six capital cities combined, and showing alzo separate
indexes for each of the four groups of items ; ;

¢} the “ €7 Beries index-numbers for November, 1914, 1921 and 1922,
the years 1923 to 1951, the September Quarter, 1939, and each
qu.u:tel duting the. period March Quarter, 1945, toDecember
Quarter, 1951, for each of the 30 towns, with the weighted averages

v . of the 5 towns in each State, 30 towns and the six capital cities
(pages 21-23);

(i) the “ € Beries index-numbers for the years 1939 and 1941 to 1951
and the twelve quarters ended 318t December, 1951, for four addi-
tional towns not included in the weighted averages in (if) above,
and showing also separate indexes for each of the fonr groups

of ltems (page 24);

(iv} “ Group " index-numbers for each of the four groups of items in
the “C* Series Index for places mentioned in (i) above for
November, 1914 and 1921, the years 1939 and 1944 to 1951 and
the four quarters ended 318t December, 1051 (pages 25-27).

*

-+

e =y

» . P T



L

Vs A

LY

A o W B Y raed b

TaBULAR STATEMENTS OF RETsi, Prior InDEex-NUMBERS. 19
AH Items (“C** Series) Refail Price Index-Nurnbers{e) : Capita} Cities.
+ {Base of each Uroup: Weighted Average of Siz Capital Cities, 1923~277=1,000.)
Mel- ' Bix
Period, Byduey. | poui, | Brisbane. | Adelolde. § Perch. | Hobart. cglzlbi).nb.
Grovr L.—Foop AND GrOCERIES,

Dec. Qtr, 1930 940 942 859 888 926 941 927
w e 1046 LO47 | 1,044 996 996 | 1052 | 1,08 | 1037
v TO47 1,138 1,160 1,002 1,112 1,132 1,180 1,138
w1948 1,326 1,355 1,250 1,305 1,324 1,470 1,330
w o 1049 L4zt | 1450 | 1,367 | 1,308 | 1488 | 1,514 | 1429
s w FO50 1,713 ] 1,724 | 1,551 oot | rzo7 1 1,663 | 1,689
w o TOSI 2,40F | 2,334 | 2,145 1 2,075 | 2,134 | 2,252 | 2311

Gurour Ii,—HoustG (4 aRD s-rooMER Housusl.ic)

Deo, Qtr, 1939 1,040 9o 855 891 882 930 o6
w e 1046 1,043 973 863 Bog 586 936 976
w1047 1,045 974 864 899 887 936 977
e w1048 1,047 a74 8656 905 £oo 938 gBo
w n 1949 5,049 . 977 Br3 914 897 941 983
w1950 £,050 G979 898 937 904 041 98y
» s ID5I 1,056 o8B0 947 960 | 1,073 |} rosy | 1013

Groura I. awo IL—¥Foon, GrooEriEs anp IHovsiva (* B SErIEg IKDEX).

Dec, Qtr, 1039 977 947 853 83y 907 935 941
n w1046 1,043 | 1,014 942 955 085 | 1024 | 10m
o K047 1,099 1,084 1,001 1,026 1,034 1,082 1,073
PR € P 1 1,214 1,203 1,116 1,146 1.152 1,226 1,160
o 1040 1,273 1,263 ILI7I 1,206 I,254 1,287 1,252
v w1050 1,451 | I429 | 203 | 1,341 | 1,300 | v,370 | 1422
w a 1951 1,871 1,908 1,673 1,606 1,715 1,781 1,800

4+ Grovr INL—CroTHING.

Dec. Qbr. 1930 854 862 865 860 340 867 85k
e 1946 L5355 | L35t | 1,552 | 1,529 | 1,548 | 1,558 | 1,530
s 1947 1,639 1,649 1,009 1,618 1,647 1,653 1,630
W, TOgd 1,837 5,801 1,817 1,809 £,835 1,807 r.&r8
s 1049 2,161 2,117 2,072 2,513 2,155 2,129 2,132
w930 2,447 | 2,389 | 2,355 | 2390 | 2,408 | z.401 | 2410
i s TOSI 2,964 | 2,886 | 2,864 | 2,062 | 2,977 | 2442 | 24930

" GrooP IV.-——MISOELLANEODS,

Deo, Qtr. 1939 .. 943 .983-| g6o | 1027 957 945 9b7
w1046 . LIFS 1,165 1,141 1,222 5,147 1,110 1,190
w1047 .. | 1,245 1,201 1,157 1,266 1,160 1,140 1,217
s 1045 1,279 1,273 *| 1,249 1,350 1,24% 171,101 2y
w1040 1,380 | 1,307 | 1,316 | 1410 | 1,305 | 1,234 | 378
O | L 1,527 | T,482 1,418 1,555 1,374 1,383 1,492
w o TOST 1,336 1,799 1,604 1,802 1,720 1,744 L.704

. Grours 1. To IV.—ALn Items (* C" Serins) IvvEex.

Deo. Qtr, 1930 943 932 874 906 Bgo 919 926
w o 1046 1,177 1,157 1,110 1,128 1,136 1,155 1,156
o s 1047 1,242 ¥,227 1,163 1,108 1,189 1,216 1,221
w1948 1,359 { 1,345 | 1,291 | 1327 | T,316 | 1,344 | I.341
» w1049 1,486 | 1472 § 1,303 | 1,440 | L4530 | 1,459 [ 1,466
wo o 1G5Q 1,n30 1,646 1,540 1.608 A,607 1,601 1,643
w . HOST ..} 2,060 | 2,033 | Lg34 | 1,000 | 1,980 | 2,024 | 2042
{a) Sce foutmote (z) on page 1o,  (b) Welghted average.

{¢) See footnote (¥} on page vo.



"CHarEER [.—RETAH, BRICES anD PRicE INDEXES.

Al Ttems {* ¢ ** Series) Betail Price Index-Numhers(a) ; Capital Ciliea,
{Base -of each (roup : Weighted Average of Six ‘Capital Cilies, 1923-27 = 1,000}

Six

Petioil. Bydoey. | Mzlbourne. | Drisbane, | Adelaide Perth. Hobart, , (?;:ilgbrt:;l

Avrrnge)

Gnrove I.—Foon anp GROCERIES
Nov. 1914 638 616 614 683 746 687 W41
»  LOIS 844 835 B6o 858 819 858 B4z
. ho16 833 701 748 835 1 Bs4 8o7 812
w1917 Byy 708 825 8os 828 949 836
. 918 857 843 ¢ 88z 862 $16 9IB 861
igtg 1,073 975 1,000 1,012 987 1,041 1,026
. 1020 1,225 n.220 1147 1,225 1,113 1,293 1,209
irorr Lh—tloustxu {4 adt s-ronMED Houseshid)
Nov. 1914 258 608 463 | 6n €86 525 649
w1915 780 611 472 574 381 371 6590
w1936 791 625 457 573 592 574 665
»  IOI7 .. 797 657 492 606 6oz 586 683
. 1018 .., B3z 600 526 656 619 614 7232
W 1919 B6O 744 604 707 650 746 768
1920 080 8oz 634 783 | 718 1 904 851
Groors i. ann TL—Faoon, Grocreirs axp Hovarwe (Y B* Sieies [nerx).
Nov, 1914 ‘680 613 - 560 658 689 630 LYY
w1918 Bzs 756 722 758 734 756 777
w116 818 - 732 G648 142 76} 724 760
n  B917 848 748 707 734 748 820 782
. 1918 861 | 792 . 756 789 746 810 ‘B2
. 1919 1,000 893 904 904 867 930 934
. JJ920 1,138 1,074 945 1,068 973 1,155 1,082
Grouvr 1TL.—CroTATHG,
Nov. 1914 755 780 | 657 756 | 698 t  Bas 754
»o 1915 8o5 797 6o Ba1 760 833 792
w1916 Q03 850 779 919 ‘840 940 881
w1017 1,009 976 Bgg 1,049 980 | 1,041 903
. $oI8 I,102 Lloy | 1,025 1,066 | 1,135 | Trz00 1,097
. 1919 1,237 1,213 1,192 1,303 1,277 1,344 1,238
. loz0 1,323 1,422 1274 1,384 1,350 | 1.430 1,365
Groor IV, —MISCELLANEODS.
Nov 1914 766 728 7328 770 _'780 699 | 749
»  IGTS. .. 798.. 770’ 750 803 822 770 786
o 1916 808 784 766 832 86g 780 8oz
W 101797 889 879 816 883 | .926 [ 865 :
w 1018 988 950 931 -988 | 1,035 | 945 973
w 191G 1,059 1,016 968 |- 1,035 1,120 1,000 1,036
» 1920 1,200 1,181 1,139 1,200 1,262 | K,124 1,194
Grours 1. o IV.—ALL [TEws {* C* SErIES) Ivngx.

H {e}
Nov. 1914 712 671 - 61 699 | o7 687 | 637
o 1915 816 768 721 ‘780 | 758 | 776 782
w 1G16 836 773 “bgB 798 | 8o || 783 795
w1917 892 823 773 832 832 879 -B47
w 1018 938 8go 848 887 | B33 i 923 g3
. olg 1,065 - 938 GBI 1,018 - I,00% 1,042 | 1,022
. 10320 1,193 1,t72 1,054 1,164 | 1,111 3| 1,213 1,166

(x) Ses-footnote («)-on page ro.

correspondingfigurcs for yenrs 1921 to 1951,

(B} Hee-footnote (3} on-page ro.

{c) See pagea a1-23-for
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TABULAKR -STATEMENTS oF RETALL IPRICC INDEX-NUMBERS.

Al Ttems (€ Serres) Retail Price Index-Numbers: Thirty Towns,
(Base: Weghted dverage of Six Capiial Cilies, 1923-27 = 1,000.}

) NEW ‘SOUTH WALES, YVICTORIA.
I
1
Poriu 3 E [ = ; ol & . A 5 .
oL E S B 6% Biel s 98 3
) g £ = = £ g & "y - = a
£ 2| £ E 3 | Fez2| £ = ’g .§ :§¥ %og
g = r - = u
e al ! e BE| A 8] & |BS kIS
Nov 1914 {6} gz | .. . P 6rr | .. . FOUR S
wooagzr . 11,046 | 1,041 ors | ,e33 ] our | L0422 | 1003 902 | 1,002 | 019 | 1,034 °| .00y
woA922 .. |no2v | 967 | 933 | 983 | Bos [roxr ]| 963 | 936t gas | efa | giy| obo
Tear rgz3 [,023 go2 058 1,024 924 | Lo1§ | 1,004 924 q37 1] 956 1 996
v 1924 .o JRo02 . 967 | 030 |ro3p | oyl 997 | o34 Bg6 | gor | 33| 90} "gbd
w g2 ., 1,006 b6 ¢rz 11,020 ¢is | 1,012 aba GId4 $13 950 942 977
wo T9z6 .. 1033 L1010 | 988 |1o050 i o7B [re30 | ooB ) 93r | 933 ] o84 | o046, 993
e 2027 1,029 | o055 | 2,000 | 2,062 g5 11,027 990 gz 4o 485 945, 905
wo R0 . 042 L1014 | 997 13,074 | 06y |1038 ) 992 | 929 | 9361 973 | 941 | 987
w929 1,093 | 1,028 | 1,008 | 1,108 970 | 1,067 | 1,017 957 98g glo gbo 'tort
w1930 026 991 o973 | 5,010 930 | I,022 950 9og 026 917 bt 951
.. EQ3L 22 | BHb 88z gz2 By g18 | Byb 1:01: 831 g2z 86a'} Bas
o I9A2 L1 840 B ¥l B2 863 13 776 BoB 794 838 B
w1933 Sz 819 8ol 843 Bo1 810 789 260 28g k] 81z Fi-¥
o 1033 Eqz 834 819 G52 foy 841 801 781 -9 4] 282 #26 | Hos
oo 1935 852 856 | Big | Boo | By 852 Bz24 Bo3 y Bzo LT 10 Bz2a
oo Hgab 866 f53 A48 8y | 833 Bhs B4 #26 Bz 648 51 843
X037 L B8y 840 | -8u3 | Loy 842 880 868 30 840 855 836 860
o 1038 13 827 [T fg3 860 gre | .Bo6 B0 b5 Boz-1  Bg3
o 1939 . 030 | oor ] 955 ‘16| 883 | e3ak ey -373 8757 o 18| gz0
PR Y1 B 974 oa5 | g4 o453 [ 93| 672 17 Qo 936 | §43 954 960
o i ., 1,028 | 997 | 1,049 { L,005 474 | 1,020 i, 008 | g50 gfiy o8y o8 | 1004
o 104 1,107 | Lobo §r,r32 {1,087 | 080 | 1504 §1,100 | 1037 | 1,054 1 r,a6s | 3,008 {1,004
o A943 1,151 | n,1og | 1,072 [z | 001 | 1,047 [ ta3n | 1084 [ 2,000 | 1,010 | 1,026 | 5,038
o I0d4 1L,44 | ,009 | xzg |8 | 0088 | 1090 | 5,135 f 1,083 [ 1,000 | taez | 1,026 8,130
o 1943 3,002 (1,100 1,192 [ 0214 | L0901 1,030 [ L1035 | 1,086 [ 1,000 | 1,013 [ 1,039 | §,03f
R {- Y13 1,165 (110 | 1,216 | t,03y | 1,006 | 1,62 | 5,249 | to0q [ ooy | Dozq ] 0053 | 0,048
e IQ4T ol raarz [ n,e67 {2,257 [1aer | 1,162 [ 1,208 £1,088 | 1,032 LIy | 1,070 | 1,186 (1,184
oo Tl L | ns18 fnere [ 1576 | 1200 §rerr jrans | Loy | nean | r24q | 1278 | 1,283 7] T200
o Tod0 o 11,430 11,902 | 0,528 ) 420 | 2,403 | 457 ] 215 [ 1,305 | 365 | 2,387 | 1,398 r40
»o 1850 . 11,503 | %43 | 1,802 § 1,578 11,952 | 1,501 Y 1,505 [ 1,500 | 1,520 | 5.549 | £,558 11,561
s 1851 J1.933 | 1901 { 1,007 |tz | 1,83z | 1,03t 1,380 | 1857 | 1826 | 1877 | 13886 | 1,827
1939 Sept. Qtr.] 933 | 8oz | o43| o914 | 881 | o30] 1B | Bys! 868 | goo | 9rB’ o1
1945 Mar Qur. | 1,138 | 1,00 | 1,184 | 5,000 {1,086 | 1135 {1,132 | 1,086 | o009 1,054 | 1,135 | 1,029
woJuue L, Yo | 1000 |93 a0t J 1,080 ] 1,038 1,134 | 1,086 | 1008 |1 pr2 | 1038, L
oo Bept L, | nie2 jra03 | 1104 | ez {noge | Loge [1,035 (1085 | Lo09 Gers | L0630 | fass
w Dee, | Jraa7 1000|108 | iz oo (1,145 [1,737 | .oBs | roge | 1,112 | 1045 | LT3
1646 Bar Qbr. | 1,151 jrae8 | 1,200 | 123 | o | 6048 | a0 | oBe | 501 (a2 | 1,746 J2,037
W Jupe . |nees dnerp {2,208 | 133 {1006 | 1,061 | 0850 frege [ 1,005 (2,026 [ 5154 0 L 1ab
oo Sept ., 67 L narg (1,218 | 113y | azo | by | o490 | Loos [ 107 | ruaer [rosz | r4s
oo oBee, 5 a8 1223 Loas | nuze | neza sy [ ress | naag |13z J 1,089 153
1947 Mar.Qir, | 102 {1,049 1,234 | 1,255 | 137 | 1,180 | 1,159 | 1,504 [T 008 | 1,044 {2,064 ] 1,156
s June LTgg | g0 (1,237 [ 0,060 {5,047 | LIgl frap5 | Laza (K030 [ 5108 | LI7s, (3,371
o Bept Lozl | b [ esd | o83 (080 L1204 [ a8 | raz | naae fraye | 10857 a8l
wo Pee. L242 | L1909 ‘t,zgs 1,281 Jr,1e6 }rzan 1,227 | 1a%0 | Ley? | 1203 | e0g | 10223
1048 BlarJQer, | 1,270 | 1,233 | 1,324 | 1,243 1 0,220 | 1,267 1,245 | 1,190 | 1,306 | 1,333 | 1,290 || 1,246
w dune ,, pr305 (1,203 | 1,364 | a7 [,283 | n3ez fr2yz | neaz | noaes [ves6 | 1,206 | 1,268
wooSept. . 11,337 | 1,206 | 1,396 | 1,300 | £,208 1,334 | 1,300 | 1,256 | 1,256 | 0,206 | 1,207 {L,305°
» Der. . Y1350 11,324 | 1419 | 1321 | 2,318 | 2387 0 13438 {1,294 | 1,200 | 2,325 [ 1,320 [ K540
1949 sMar-Qtr. § 1,301 | 1,352 | 1,461 | 1,380 | 1,358 | 1,380 F 1,363 | 1,375 | L34 § 344 | 1,349 ,] La50
woJupe L, Frges | nigs | ,504 |t | 1393 | 1,424 | a2 | 1,355 | 2,355 [ 1,385 [ 1,387 1390
o Sept. o fra5z | T.aI3 ) 0554 | Ta3e | 1e17 | vasr | azz | 0360 | 6366 | naor rgeq | Tt
w et o 486 1,440 [ 1,503 § 1,487 | c.448 [-I488.frerz | naza | nees | 1asy [ Last | 1,468
1950 Mar. Qur, | 1,515 | a,473 [ 1614 | 1,405 | 1,478 | 503 Jrisor [ 1,456 ) 1462 [ 1,493 § 1483 | 1408
o Aune ., | us6s | 1515 | 13646 3 55555 | 17522 [ 1,562 | 11542 | 1,480 | n405 | 1572 | 1831, 1.5%3
w Sept ., |nbr3 1552 A7 | 1897 | n37o | b0 | 1569 | 1513 | 120 fi1530 1571 '} L8506
w  Bec, i 1,680 11,628 |.1,790.[.1,664 { 1,641 | 1,678.11,646 | 1,588 | 1,502 [ ,610 | 1,648 1642
1951 MarQtr. Y r24n | r724 | 1,832 | 5.790 1,707 | 1,248 1,728 | 1,665 | 1,662 | 1,702 | n,ra7 [ 2004
w o June , B85 | 1,853 | 1,930 | 1,838 | 1,825 | 1,874 | 1,830 | 1.Bas | 1,771 [ 1,845 | 1.823'[.1,857
w Bept . |zo07 | 1,957 | 2,031 | ont | 1050 1 2,003 | ose | 1,018 | 1,884 | 1024 | 1,057 | L0268
" ¢. ,, |=z.000 | 2071 [ 2,182 | 2,006 | zo0 [ 2,009 12,031 1 2,010 | 1,08F | 2,014 | 2,048 [ 2030
i W ]

(«) For index-vumbers for

Caplial Cltles, November, 19ty to 19390,

‘#ee puge to.
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All Ttema (** 0 * Heries) Retail Prico Index-Nnmbers : Thirty Towns— contrnved.
{Base: Weighted Average of Six Capital Cilies, 1923-27 = 1,000.}

QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALLA.
& ; . o
o < a .
Petlod. : | 8§ s} & § U B R R S
& 2 § » 28 § g‘j 2 a B 3 ga
2| g%z 2% §§é ERE §§ " 2|83 £5
o - AF -y
= | ®Pe o ;] a 40
2l 8123l s | & 1258 3 [382] 2 g228 3%
Nov, tg9t4 (0) 611 . .. ‘e .. .. 609 ‘e e .. .. e
e 1921 L.} o33 49 g?! roashl  ggsel o4x | 983 | 998 | 3025 | 1019 343 091
. a2 .. b 897 41 B3 | &6shl Botel 873 | asa ) 03| gra | 9eb 68 1 gy
Year apza .. | o923 | Hgg | BB | eguob| oroc] 917 [1008 [ 952 | 036 930 | 934 | 1007
w To74 .. 015 | Boo | 873 | oo3bl Hgfie] gog f1,015 1 030 | 943§ 914 | 968 [1007
w 1925 .. 923 | 9te | gor | BHobd| go3el 930 frosd | 30| 969! 937 |ron3 |01
w 3926 .. ] 950} 943 | a7l 933B) o3ie) 94g |5,026 | 033 | 98B 956 11,016 | 5070
W 1927 | 922 | @14 | 90| 918l a46e 023 1018 ) 933 | eyo | o043 | 1033 1,002
W 1928 .. ] a1z | gob | o3| o25b| guael 913 |rozz | 927 | 960 | o048 | 1017 |xone
- Ig29 .. 923 13 004 £l 31¢] o2 | 1,037 943 9o 963 | 7,043 O30
w 1ggo L. Bgog | BAs | B6B 83k Bzel 8630 o352 | BEs| 927 o018 | ¢80 | g4
w T3t .| 798| 816 | Bo6{ Bapd| Bise| Soxl 837 | ot 83¢| S3r| 884 | 826
W w32 .| 284 | 8B yre | 704d]| grper 268 | Box | rr2| yor ) Bi6 | Be8 ] Hor
o 1933 .. ] st | 278 | 52| 26edt p57¢) rsaf y8g | 7az | gbe ] Boo | B3z | g8y
w193 . ] 0z i 9Bs | 7se | 7300l ghas] B4} Bob | 38| 2781 boo| 832l Boa
o 1935 .. 780 285 276 80| 769e; 780 8ao 263 =80 oy 833 81y
W 1936 .. Yoy oz 8oz 810b]  rree] fog 830 5658 1] $18 843 833
w 3937 .. | B3z B840 | 840 | 883 Bog| Y40 By 760 | H4d4 ] Bzu | 851 ] 8sy
o 038 L. I 84 8%3 | go2 831 A54 458 786 868 849 &8 883
P % 1 870 Bs 867 018 847 871 oo0b 810 g6 872 Bo7 g0z
o dgeo .. ] 908 | 893 | go5 | wv5o| 8Brg| wep | 936 | Baz| orp| 8os | 944 932
» 1041 963 | osr | osi|a004 | 03B | 964 | o881 B82| o76 | 046 | o4 | ofy
w  194% 133 | 1,033 ( Logz P EO7S | 1,015 | 1,035 | 1075 gb2 11,087 | 1,024 1,053 | 1,069
o 1543 .. [L072 1080 [ror) | 1114 | L0827 | L0025 | 202 998 | 1,087 [ 1,061 | 1,087 { 5,007
e 1944 .. 2,081 (1,088 | oz | 1,017 | 1057 | Lo7s | ro08 995 | 1,081 | 1,064 | 1,087 | 1,003
o 1045 .. | to72 | 1,087 {10707 | 1,104 | 1,054 | 1075 |00z | 099 1,085 | 1,000 | 1,004 | 2,008
v V046 L. |t00% |rror | o6 1,136 | rovy [ Loor [,z | roze 106 [ 1095 | xz08 |01
v 1047 L. | 0,837 | 1,252 {1,040 [ 1,E8T | 1,115 [ 1090 | LI68 {1,067 [ ran2 | Liede [ 1,152 | 2,060
o 1948 L. 5248 |T1,246 {1,241 D282 | 1,221 ) K244 | 1,277 | D066 | 1,260 | 1,235 { La53 |tars
v 1949 .. | 1348 [ 60 | 357 | Tq04 | 1,335 | 1,382 | a3 | 1305 | r3t0 | 5,240 { 1,368 | 1,388
w950 1,472 [ 1,486 | 1,491 | 1,525 | 1,464 | 1,478 Q1,521 | 1,423 | 1,500 | 1,400 | 1,496 | 1,576
o 1981 .. |arbe | 7r3,] 1785 Lol | sy | LGy | 1833 | traz2 | 810 | B63 | 1808 | 1829
1939 Sopt. Qt. a6t L% ] 861 gig 843 867 903 313 Bo7 456 896 | &g
15435 Mar. Qtr. Jr,orxr 1,086 | 1077 ) uexy [ 1,056 | 075 | 1,008 993 | 1,080 | 1,067 | 1,085 1,694
w dune , o7z | 1,088 | 1083 [ 1,115 | 1,088, 1,076 | 1,200 | 00b | 1,084 { 1,008 | 1,000 | 1,006
oo Sept, 4, 068 | 1,085 [Tor7 (L1090 | 1,040 | 1075 | 1003 [ 1,003 | 1,088 | 1073 | 1,006 | Lo9g
W Dec. . |rors |1,088 |1.080 {1,114 |1,056 | 1,057 | I.10B | 1,008 | 1,000 | Lory | 1,007 | 7,102
1946 Mar, Qtr, | 1,081 | 1,005 | 1,086 [r,123 | 1,061 | 1,084 | 2,700 | 1,009 | 1,002 [ r,079 | 1,006 {1,106
" June " L,G90 | §,E0T 1,002 (I.124 | 1,070 | 1,003 |3,02X Lely | 1,110 | 1,00% | 5,104 l,llﬁ
» Sept. ,, [Lo9z [r1ob | 1,003 {1,735 5,072 [ o008 | 1,121 {1,023 | 1,107 | 3,005 | 1,108 | 1,007
o Deg, 1,110 [ 1,025 [n,31x1 | 1,150 (Iogo |I,0n4 |o,22B | oe3n | 1015 [ ea03 | 1,008 | 100y
1947 Mar, Qtr. J1,023 | 1,930 | 1,226 | epz | 1,307 | 1,027 | 1,187 { 1,040 | 1,028 (0,03 | Lt24 {0,032
o June . Jr.128% [T,041 | 7,020 {1,160 Fr 308 prazo |I,054 |r062 | 1,042 X021 | 1,343 [R50
oo Sept. ,, Fr,u36 |1,183 1,342 | 7,081 [ rexc (1,040 | 1,069 | rorz [ 1,186 | 1,137° 1,159 | T,008
o Bee, o, L1163y {1,175 11,163 | x,201 | t,032 [ 1,265 11008 | 1,095 {2,184 | ,x634) 1,287 | 5,193
1948 Mar. Qtr. | 1,008 | 1,199 | 1,151 1,250 | 0,165 [ 1,195 | 1,226 | T,024 [ 1,315 | L,t07 1,21 1,222
R LTE (T . 1,22¥ x,egg r,22%5 | 1,263 [ 1,203 | 1,229 J 1,262 | 1,050 | 7,244 | 1,223 | 1.2% 1,257
WM Bept, B, | 1251 |12 1,259 | 1,300 (1,241 | 7,256 J 1,208 | 1,381 { 1,373 [1,250 | 1,266 | 1,288
w  Deao vy, J1,201 7,202 |T,200 {1,335 [ 1,296 [ 1,204 | 1,327 | 1,207 [ 1,308 | 1,270 | L2055 | 1,321
1949 Mor. Gtr. | 205 | 1,304 | 1,307 | 1356 | 1287 | 1,300 f1,347 | 1,241 § n322 | nee1 | Lary | L34z
wo dune 5,338 | na49 [ 1,340 | 307 | 327 | naqs [r3vr lae 1,380 | 1,337 [ 1352 | 1372
o Senbt. , br,564 | 1,397 L33 [ 1,438 | 382 | 1,368 | 1,408 | 5,300 ] 1,380 § Tass o382 | 1,02
v Bees . § 393 [ 1,608 [ 1,309 | Gads | 1374 | 1367 | 1,440 | 1,340 | 1,426 | 1,382 | 110 | 1,435
1950 Mar. QIF. | 6,474 | 1,929 [ 1428 | 1,460 [ 1401 {1,410 [ 1,456 | 1,350 | La3s | 1,405 | D435 | Dast
oo June | 0446 | 1455 {1480 | 0,506 | xaz7 | ta50 Pra92 | 1,307 |14 1,952 | 1,475 | 1,487
» Bephe o BraBz | 1,408 | 1,407 | 1,528 | 1,453 | 1,487 | 327 | 1430 § 1,501 11,506 | 1,501 }v,503
o Dee. ., Fr1,546 {1,862 |1,577 | 505 [ 1,548 1,553 | r.608 | 1,503 [ 1,307 | 1,622 | 1,571 [ nbog
195¢ Mar Qtr, | 1,612 | £,623 | 1,631 | 1,651 | 1,607 | 1,606 11,657 | 1,556 j 1,634 | 1,674 | 1,621 | 1,633
5 Jume o §1,698 11,705 1,730 § 1,752 | 1,706 [ 1,706 | 1,700 | 1,658 | 1,740 | 2,870 | 1,755 § 1.783
o Sept. ., [1,796 | 1,821 | 1,810 F1.861 | 1792 | 1,804 [ 1,804 | 1.820 | 1,807 | 1025 | 1,881 § 1,82
o Dee. . 1,934 | 1,044 7| 1,950 | 2,006 | 1,011 | 1,040 | 1,990 | 1.924 | 1,065 [ =022 | 1,974 | 1957
{a) For imlex-numbers for Capital Cities, November, 1914 to 1920, #ea'page: 20, () Chnarters
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T'ABULAR STATEMERTS OF RETann PrICE INDEX-NUMBERS.

All Itoma (**C* Series) Rotail Price Iudex-Nambers ;: Thirty Towns—continued.

{Base: Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. " <
< < gﬂ -
= o =S
¥ b i ] -'-'z 'qa k-
Fetod. 122 123] 4 | & g (34 8 g | £ 34| 22 | 282
a ; . = - a =
sagaéﬁsaggﬁ"eﬂgééégg
St s = g g ca | 2 a E 1 g e | Bm .8
e B 2 |2 |3 |En|d ] X & 135 en| 25 |28<
Wov. 1914{a)] 707 .. . .- . e 687 .. e . .- . 587 .
w1928 | 1,008) 1,048) br,030| r,045! 1,056 1,020] r,070| 1,067 er,003)  do04) r,031f 1057 1,003 {1,018
o T2z | 93Ty 94l 958| o6b| 70l 941| ooy| ‘oyb| cars] d7oB| ‘gq4f ers| 975 | 967
Year 1923 977 1,006 o6s5| 9o6a{ 1,016 0BI|ro42{ o535 97 936| o638 1,016] LOO3 998
w1924 982 1,000]  gtn| 983|1.012| 986] 1,051 083] 968 830 gs4iroe 80
w 1925 994| 1,009 1,008 9835|1027 996 r.028| 968] osz| w4r] o378 Looz| 997 |- 991
w1926 992| 1,002f o008l ¢78| 1012\ 994)1,035| 973l ws7]  948] o36| r.oor] 011 | 1.005
P 984; ‘94 olB) g6alrnoro| oBsk ‘goB| 953 030  935] o3z g77]|,002
w 1028 lrorz| ses| ro00s] 9063|1020 1,0008 gio| o%7| 11| wen] o3| o6s] 1,009 ]L.003
w 920 | rozd| 1032 1,022] ¢7B| 1051 1,036 1000! 98y 66| 94B| o7z o86]t,0a3 N
o d930 | o7rl ‘9B6l obo] o66]1,029] 9701 g36] o949 918l 920l g9l osr) 875 1 971
w 1931 88s; 9as] 8s8] 8zz| osi| 81| eys| 86s| 833  Baxl ss| Bog| 873 | 870
w1932 B4o| oyol Bye| By2| gos| B5z]| 843| Baz| s1r{ 30o0] 8rs| B38| 830 | 829
w1933 811| og37] 814 Bzq| Bs1| ezs| B2s| a1y  rysl  yrs| 863 82| 804 | 8O3
o 1934 830] 925} 8a25( B43] 866, Bez| B3?| 28| sée] 87 ax6| 83x| 817 | 816
. 1935 834l 1,001} 8z0| 865| B86| B4B| Eigl 834 7oz Bo:z| syy 83| 832 | 03I
w1936 856! 1,027 850| B8Bo| ‘933| Byo| 8Go| B40| K14 d09] Bs0| Byo 50 848
w1937 B6giroso|  dgo| Soy| ool BA4| Bys| 8se  Bs4|  Baa] ss¢] Boe| 873 a7
w 1938 8820 1,048 goo| org| osy| Ber| BRY Byz| 86s| HyB| Eys] By f97 | €M
w1939 401 1,060 gis| 936 96s] o015]| go8| B35 ) 861 ga3l B893] 920 g7
» t940 | 93210990  947| 9B2| g90| 946 ges| 926] gy B96| o93f 936 847 [ 894
o T4 993] 1,165 1,017| 1,008] 1,055| 1,008 r001] 9r4| om|  95t| o8y oB8q] Logg | 1006
w  tgax Iro6t| 1,75 1070 n06s] nig| orod o8| Logo| 1039 rorz| 045 rose] 09y | 1087
w1943 Q1104|2002 1rar|crez| ués| ez aryf 0080 1,088| t,058] 5,098 texkd {80 | 1127
w  1oaq [raos]|page) raialn e 6] sty o8 oG] no6s| rege]sas:] 1e80]f.26 | 1122
w1943 |10 1202| 1013 0005 10| 3016 ) 1,107 r0v2] 1,063 1,045] 1,0a0| 1,092] 1,126 | 1,123
w1946 | 11270 5,223) 1133 re36] 1,187] £,136] 1,138) 1,009 1,093 Lozo| 59| Tr2] b, 445 | 1042
w947 D 1abr)a,265] 117I) 1,073 nezx| evo | R e 1,132 09| 1,79 1a64] 4,188 | 1.185
w1048 l1,2640,368) 1,272) 1,277 1,327| 1,373 1,202] 1254| 3.232| 1.320|5,280] 1,274) 1,205 | 1,292
w1949 1ol 1,50g] 1420 fq2e] Tars| LarR) narel 13Ba] 1,367 L350 n400] Laogd 1,416 | 1.413
v 1950 [1,538|1,616] 1,550] 1,580 1600|1547 1,526 1,403| 1.484f 1481 1.494 t.511] 1,560 | 1.558
w3050 |rbbo| 1940 1870]1,8%0]1,056]1.868) 1,86z)1. 855 1810 1,703f1,868 1,852 1,899 | 1.
1939—
geﬂ.mh 904| 10601 019|. o3| 986l o018] gag| 886 878] 8ol ogoz| 8ab| 96 914
1gas— . a !
Mar, Qir, [ r004] 1,107 Lrrn an) bz 03] 1 t0t| 1,064) 1083 1037 1,104 1,085] 1,028 | 1120
June . Faeof) 1 roq) nues{nrrirar] naar] neegl 1,067 te55) 1,038 r106| 108s] 1125 | 1.122
eph. . [nroB] rroq] vy nars] Lz i) ey or3] 1e6s) roas|rorez| rooz] 126 | 1.023
Deo. ,, |r,t07] 1,202] 1,000 1,115] 5,068| 1,775 1,120] 1,085 1,080] 1,000 1,vr8] 1.10s5] 1,129 | 1.126
e B e e B b B —| iy R L e |
Mar, Qir. | 1,776} r,315) rrz1fr,aes| Loy nres] ozo] roBst 1038 o6y 1,1rgf t,res] 1,194 | 1151
June ., [5127)n,224p 1,138 1,036] 1080 1,138 ] 1,132 r,006] 1,001 4,077 ro34] aes] 145 [ ), 042
1,728 12250 1,034} 1,137 1,288 1,137 | ,1a3] 1,102] 1,008 1.086| 1,05¢| 1,126] 1,146 | 1.043
1,136) 1,29t) 1141} ua5] 1v0sf reas] ass| eey| roaes] wvoea] s rrark 1056 | 1,153
L136) 1,239) 15,1450 1,249 L196] 1145 ] ra52| vg| x106| Logsf rasa| rasz] 1,065 | 1062
1,181] 1,253 1,160 1,163] 1,200 1,260 | 1,1%8| r,133| 1,115 T,005) 1,363] 1, 1q7] 1,074 JLITI
1,167| 1,270 nayr|ra8o) a0 vap6] 008y 1053 g0l o2 a,188] a1 1,192 | 1,080
1,18 v,297| 1,200| Leot] 1251| vuoa| 1,2106) 1,183 1063 1,040 1274|1201 1,221 121
1,22‘1 1,238 rzzyitzsz|iode|ezio| r2g0{ 1208 1,728 naze :,:gf 1,225] 1,248 [1.245
Jane ,, 1,238 1,342| 1,248[ 1290|1300 t,zarf 1,296 1| 1,208 121316y 260l 1,278 (1275
Bept. ,, 1,282] 1,383 1.280|1,208]1,344| 1,202 1,307 1,267 1,243 n.237fr.292|1,288] (.811 [1.308
Dee. | 1316 ra33| 1.322) 5,327 0,383 1,325 | 1,340 ( 1301} 1,279 1259|1335 1,524] K,340 | 1,338
104 -
n?:; Qtr. | 1.338) 1443) 1,347 1,355 et1| 1,338 Lavo| 1,346| 1.323| 1.306] 1,363 1,363] 1,364 | 1.362
June 5, [ 1,406] 1,498 1,419| 7.921| rave] tataf ez 1,385 1338 1,337 1,395 1.397) 1,402 | 1.401
Sept. .. Fr433)n.528] Lag8] 1,247 1,494 Laga] 1428 1,398] 1,382) 1,364) t,407] 1.a01] 1,428 | 1425
Dee. v [1.459] 1.544] 1.467| ng72) 1.527] 1,467} T.a30| r.425] 1.406] 71,3081 1,436] 1,443} 1,466 | 1.463
05—, .

Q. fr479]1,571] 1,404] 7,400} 1,540 £,487 | 1.455| ,424] T4T¥| r.ar3|e43 1,431 1,491 | 1,488
June ,, J1.s1¥| 1,616 1,532 1,532] 1,500]| 1,826 | 1,501 1,465 1,450 I.354],47e 14851 0.634 | 1.530
Beph. v |1,347[1,6520 1501 5,573] 1,023)| 1,557 | 1,547| 1,813 1.492| 1,487 1,518 l.sgt 1,572 | 1,568
Dec.” ,, |rbopf1,706] 1,614]1,693] 1,686] 0,607 x,601] 1,560] 1,586 r.srr|rs55s]o.sde] 1,643 | 1,639

1951—

Tar. Qtr. | 1,712] 1,792 t,732|1,719| 1,800| 1,720 1,696] 1,668 1,640] 1630|1697 1,668] 1,713 | L.TIO
June ,; |1.827] 1,006] 1,B42{1,825 1,021,835 .50 1,788 1.pg2] 17230 1,72B| 1,704] 1,833 | 1,830
< [ LOLE| 1905 1,015['7,923) 2,002 | 1,010 ] L,931] 7,055 1.888; 1.Brr|1Bq8] 1,033] 1,943 | I
Dee, o 11,9891 2,078] 71,0011 20121 2,000 1008 | 2,024] 2,015) 10600 1,042 2,088 2,014] 2, 2,040

{s) For jndex-nombers for Coplial Citles, November, 1914 t0 1920, tre poge zo. {b) Midlend

Janetlon. (¢} Zechan. {d) Beaconstield, .
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24 CrapTir L—RETATL PRICES AND" PRICE Jmmxn;-.

‘Retail Price Index-Numbers-:- Group {a},

B ** Gerjes-and ARl Itema- (*<°C"""'Series),

Addi-tionsl '.'I.‘owns'not includled: i Weighted Average;. Thirty- Towns,
{Base of each ' Group ™ : Weighted Average of Sin Capital Cities,, 1023-27 = 1.000,}
! ARNUAL.
Town, | 1939." 1940 1 1942:‘ :gqul 1044, !;lgqs,l 1946.! :947"| 1948, I 1949‘.| 1450, 1‘1951.
GRoUP L—F00D ARL GROCERIES..

Warwlck; Qld. 860 go0 953 966 | 9By |- Qun | 1,010 | 1,001 | 1,223 | 1,3601] 1,484 | 1,881
Port Augusta, 8. A” . 995 | s033 | togn | Leby [,054 | 1,000, | 1,007 | 1230 | 1,284 | L4104 | 1592 | 2094
LII;,SA. . . .. .. N T oo | T.k23 | 3,330 | 1,499+ 1,617 | 2080
tra; AC.T., .. o572 ) 0850 I'Lag2 1,133 008 P00 L0z |0z 1,324 | 1,472+ 11,684 I'2,155

Aroygp 11.—HOUSING {4 ANL 5-WOOMED HoURRS){b)h
Warwick; Qld. ‘e 667 1, 63 i ozt 730 7a7°| 740 745 751 756 783, w7z | 78I
Port- Augusta, 8.&... | 665 688 Ggo [ 688 o1 Hiss 7i8 731 72y 7201|749 ¥z
Whyulla, SiA, P T Y ! L .. 770 | yrvl 7ias rrs | 852
Canberra; AT, . I p8a. ! o84 | 0By, 986 * b6 I 9By 588 88 g98g a0t | 993 11,004

URroUrE 1.-II'—F00D, GROCERIZE AND HODEING {" 13" SERIES INDRX):
Warwick; Qki; +o'1 ¥B3) 81y 856, 872 486:) Bga f04 986+ ) 1,039 | 1,124 | 102035 | I,445
Port, Auguata, 8.4... 864 Botl g3z 0I4 grg I. a25.] 929 68 | 1,003, 1 1.144 | 1:260 | 1,541
Whyalla, %A, .. .. .. ‘. ve P [ . ol | Lees | eyt | n2ds | 1,506
Canberra; ACT.. .. {1,026 | 5,028 1,078 | 5.073 | 1,058 |it,0%0 33,0602 | r006 | 5,191 ) 1,280 V1,388 | 1,701
GroQPr T —~CLOTHING,
Warwlck; Qid; .- Bag | 1,107 | 1,202 | 1,427 | 1,417 [ 1,410 | L4Bs (13501 | 1,732 | LoSI (2,202 | 2,662
Port Augunsta, 8.A. .. 851 J1,112 | 1,285 | 1,408 | 1,418 0,410 | 1,501 I‘,sgs 1,788 | 2,007 | 2,268 | 2,725
Whyalls, 84, - .. . .. .. . .. .. . I 1,757 | 1946 | 2,258 | 2,735
Canbwrra, ACT. .. 852 | 1,150 L1339 | 0,508 |r,q85 Lo g68-tr,800 |60y | 1, 896- | 2,017 | 2,431 393
GROUP: 1 V.~ MIBORLLANROTS:
Warwlck, Qld. .. |1:000 | 13072 §1,150 [3,213 | L2185 | 1,204 [ 218 | 1,235 y 1,287 | 1389 | 1,430 ) 1,067
Port‘Auguﬂtu- $.A4... [ o003 | 1,000 [ritrz | 15209 j1,210 | 1,200 | 1,202 1,256 [ 15318 1,374 [ 446 | 1678
Whyalls, 3.4, I .. .. .. PO R vo | 1,22% 7,284 } 5,328 J1,397 ]| 1626
Canburra, A0,T. B6E gy li,006 11,082 {078 V077 {1,080 11,022 ) 1,002 ( 5.257 )1,340 ) 1,551
Grovrs L-1¥.—ALL ITEMB (" C " SERIES), INDEX.
Warwlch, Qld. o By 926 | x,00% {1,085 ;1,000 § Lobs 3,087 {0380 0,234, 11,3400 L4610 ) T,751
Port Augusta, 3.4 .. 8§83 oBo [ 1,087 (1,076 [1,076 | 1,084 | 1,008 | 2,157 | 1,367 {1,373 | 1,512 | 1,823
Whyalla, 3.A, .. .. e .. . . . .. 1,175 {1,297 11,375 | 1,505 | 0,848
Canberra; A.CT. 956 | ogo V1,121 Vi,168 11,353 11,049 L 070 V1,210 1,327 1,456 1600 | 1931
QUARTERLY.
1949, 1950 1951
Town. Mbar. | June‘; 3ept. | Dec. Mar. Junc I Sept.. | Dec. )Iar |:June Sept. | Dee.
qir. | qir | gr. | Qur| qir. | . atr atr | gtr.
Grovr I.—Fo0OD aND- Gnoonnms.

Warwick, Qid, ve | 1,326 | 1,360 | 1,306 | 1,388 | 2,422.1 1944 | L491 1,577 1 1,642 | 1,772 | 1,047 |, 2,105
Porl Ausmtn, S.A .. | 1,302 | 1,393 | 1,400 |'1,46 | 1,506 | 1,538, 5,602 | ;924 { 1,700 | 004 | 2,150 | 2,292
Whyalla,,8.A. oo | el | ary | 1,432 § 1,508 | 1543 | 1,558 | 1600 1,757 | 1,803 | 1,957 [ 2,173 ,'3,325
Canberra, 4GP L4401 tgs8 ' tapz 1,500 11,539 103562 11,694 L 1,281 | 1878 ' 1,067 | 2,200 '2.483

Gaooe IL—HoGEIsai{4 sND 5-ROOMED HODHES).()
Warwiek,, Qid. s 703 763 763 763 »iy 763 |1 78v ) 781 781 ¥BI 78I 781
Port Augnets, 3.4, 726 726 720 738 739 739 756 762 763 770 705 || Boo
Whyalla, 8.4, . 273 | 77| 73| 73| 773} 773 [ 73} 273 | A3 |, 773 | 930 930
Qanberea, AC.T. 9o q90 | ggo 99¢:1 990 990 9on {1,003 | 1.002 ll1.003 | 1.003.0 ¢,003

3RQUPA [.-1L—F00D, GROCERIES AND HoUsiNg (" B ™ SpEIES INDEX),
Warwick, Qid: we 11,03 § 1124 (1129 | L,540 31362 1,073 | L,21T [ 1,203 11,303 0,382 ) 3,480 fben
Port Aulgusta, 8.4, lara8 | 1129 | D040 1,077 [ 1,204, 5,220 | 1,288, | 7,345 | 1,385 |t1,457 | 1,017 | n7os
Whysalla, 8.4 .ofaass | oo | nagy | nats | neag | e 8o | 0369 139 [ogez 3,683 Loyre
QOanberra, ACT. ., |1,2066 1,271 r 280 | 1304, 02,322 11,336 [1,392. 1,473 1,532 |1,5B7 1,783 11,001
Grogp IIL,—CLOTHING,
Warwiek,, Qld, .- 1,708 | 1,040 2,032 | 2,073 | 2,003 | 2,175 | 3,22G | 2,312 [ 2,400 [}2,040 | 2,752 3 2,958
Port Auguatn, 8.4.,. 1,852 |'1,000:| 2,072 | 2:045.| 2,253 ['7,244 12,287 | 2,386 | 2,449 |[2.677 [ 2,827 | 2,053
Whyalia, 3,4, . 1,821 | 1,065, 05 | 2,101 | 2,009 | 2,243 {2,281 § 2,388 | 2,407 |ta,721 | B2 |'2.027
Canberra. A.C.T. 11,954, '2,002 | ;1590 23261 F 2,310 12,470 12,466 12,538 ( 2,637 Vzor7 | o001 3,045
GROUP 1V —MISOKLLANEODS.
Warwlek, Qld. oo 11323 11,383 1'L387 § 1,394, 1,302 | 1,304 | L4410 (11,495 | 1,580 | 1,603 | 1703 55780
Port. Au.gusta B.4,.. [ 1347 | 5379 |1,584 |'1,386] 1,580 ) 1,420 | tdu9e [T, 826 | 1,547 | 1.656 | L,720 hirBo
Whyalls, 8.4, oo | 1,297 | 1329 | 1,343 | 1343 | T.342-1 1,377 | 1,395, [i1,472 | 1,404 | 1.604 | LE7P | 1730
Cantrerra, ACT, .. 1292 br25s 12,248 I'1,260 |-r,300 10,327 1 1,538 11,205 1 rq22 11,538 V1,583 11,662
Groued [.-1V.—ALL. [TEMA (" C " SERIES) IWDEX.

Warwick,, ¢ld. © 1294 10339 | LAZT 1,399 |'L4ob | 1,432 | 1,474, | 13533 | 1,591 | Logh r.ﬂoo 1918
Port.Augpsta, 8.4... |'1,325 [.1,358 | 1,387 | 0,426 I"L443.| 1,479, f.0,522 604 | 1,645 15,758 |1, '989
Whyalln, 8.4.. o fin320 | 1,365 | 1,391 |i1.430 |.7,446.|' 1,488 1,518 | 1,600 [ 1,608 {1,778 { 1,028 | 2010
Qaoberen, ACT. .. 11,408 1 1,448 [ 15661 1,003 1 £,59%. 1,567 L1604 11,680 Lo,75t 1.1,866-0 2,003 1 2,103

(a} See footnote {a) on page 10,

{b) See lootnoto (&) oo page 19,

_r“¢i‘$"vt
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TavtUlas STATEMENTS OF RETall PRICE INDEX-NUMUERS,

Retail Price ** Group ** Index-Numbersiat: Thirty Towns.

25

(Base of cach Qroup : Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000,
.'] ‘NEW SOUTH WALES. ] YICTORIA.
= |
N Pertod, = ] g - N - . - z =
s | % | % E £ |3g8| £ | ¢ g i |5 |3gz
£ : % | & E |=ZE| £ 5 3 ELE_[5&:
sl e |28 |5 (38851232 |5z |38
, e 1% | &3 B |zanm| 2 1 & | & | 2 [£5 |25
f GROUP | —F0OD a¥ND GROCKRIBS
s Nov. 1914 (P} | 638 N . . N .- 616 .. .. . .- ..
. , 1920 L. | oebr | o97r g7z | 950 | 935 | 0064 023 | 9B | 915 ] ogr | o8| g2y
: ¥enr1a3p | 036 | 985 |nuo6 | o1 | wio| wse| ouz| o30| 930 948 | ass| se=
w o 2044 . 1 L025 | 1043 | AT 3 LOYg 102 | 1032 | E0eg 1,047 | To42 11,006 | 1037 {1,047
oo FO45 . 1,035 | 1,048 § 1,278 | 1,073 | 1,036 | 1,041 J1,057 | 1,045 [ 1,046 | 1,006 | 1,060 | 1,053
o 948 . I'toso | togg 1277 | o080 | 1,048 [ ooy J 1082 | 1080 a0 | o2 | Lo 1,0m
N o 1047 oL Lo Dy [ | 126 | eie 1,026 | LLare | etey a090 [ 2005 L1ees 1,000
,ooangd Lo |n2sS | derr | naey | Gege | L2y | a2y | ware ] nebe | 1,245 | 1,265 | 0,267 1ers
o 104y 1,388 | 1,401 | 1,696 | 1,443 { L404 | 2,305 | 1,413 | 1,013 | 1,307 | 30901 | 1,305 | a0z
1950 1,572 | 1570 | 1,800 | 1,634 [ 0610 | 1,870 | 1,605 [ 1,595 | 1,595 [ 1,597 | 1,602 | 1604
1051 200 | 2,068 | 2,320 | 2,090 | 2,517 | 2100 | 2,088 | 2,049 | 2040 [ o010 Jaa2e | 2,
1951 MoroQtr | c.826 |1por | 2 ez | 1.8¢2 | 1880 | 0,838 { 1,837 | 1,804 | 1,700 (1,830 | 1,847 | 1,836
o June 1043 | 2020 bzaed 2o | 1,057 [ 185 2000 | zo03 | o 2oz | tane 'l s
o Seph. | 2226 | 2268 2350 | 2,338 | 2205 2252 Jeari b aers | 2asr | 2203 | 22al | 20y
v oo Dee L legor loazz 20617 L aggn s 2000 Lagnn Dagag L aaga7 L2300 Y2400 2388 | 2,537
. {roUr II.—HOUEING (4 ARD 3-Roodep Houses).(c)
- Nov, tatq (d) | 758 Y B s . .. [ .. a . s s
* 1921 . | Ro00 885 559 a8, 306 b 845 479 527 6568 685 78
Yenr 1939 .. | 1,033 Bou 764 871 843 | L5 o35 704 73 By6 921 933
: o T944 .. |13 | oo3 g 753 | B8z ¢ B3 | rneca | e7a | rin | 43 B33 oxs | 935
: wo VM3 .. 1 L0433 903 7o b 43 | 102y 73 710 7a4 887 934 953
E v 1046 L F1041 | gog 761 836 | Ba3 {1024 973 713 | ra3 887 | g1 935
. w 1947 .o J1o4a ) gor [ 763 | 8By | Baq jrwas | ooral yis | 743 | 888 | o934 | 956
IO (- 'L A .7 206 7oy 885 Ras | rozy 974 Fao 740 bag 934 o5
v Tedg .. |ioge | god | 76l o | Bsr oo | wpé | zay | yad | B89 | o34 ] o8
s 1050 1,050 00f 782 8oz #38 | Lozr Q79 7eG 703 Boo S4% Qo1
. o ID51 1053 goit 784 gz B5g [ 103 480 736 Frrd By T45 9063
- 1951 Mar. -Qtr.f 1,051 gud 7y 8oz did | ooge oho 715 773 300 445 Qi
t . o dune , J1osr | oo | By Sz | BgR fnejz | e8e | ozabh | srs ) Syo ] pas | o063
s  Bept. ,, fio53| 003} 785 | Boxz | 538 [roay | wbo | 730 | 3u | Weo b w45 903
o Dee . dinsb ]l goB b 2851 8oz v B61 lpweab | 0Bl pan | io i dnol agx | ofx
n Qroop T11.—CLOTHING.
. Nov. 1034 (D) 758 | .. ¥ .. . s 7eo | .. . . .. .
wo Igzr L. | 255 1,327 | a6 | naze | 5,200 (1,264 | 0,270 05090 | 1,570 {1,463 | n0e2 | 1,326
Year 1939 .. a3 23 830 B3 Byo | B4z LEY .13 By 840 A4z 833
s 1044 oo | 6440 {0,307 | 1,430 1 6458 | 1450 | 4,438 | 0446 F1e70 | 0490 [ 1477 [Ta72 F1450
o 1045 .. | 425 | 1430 | 1,455 | 1448 ) 1,455 | a2y | 0433 [ n470 | 1,458 | 1480 {1480 {1,436
- o 1946 1,516 | 1,510 | 1,548 {1,538 13,545 | 517 | 502 [ra07 | 510 (1,510 | n3rs 1,503
w1947 6,573 [ 1,573 | 1,388 { .60y | 1,610 | 1,574 | 1,563 [ 1,566 | 0,392 | 1,572 [ 1,588 | 1,864
- . 1948 [L,66 11,778 | 1702 {1805 R B2z | 768 Jayem [urag | free | 1,735 fnraf fares
N {1711 2,022 | 2,003 | 2,070 ] 2,092 | ¢ 106 | 2,027 | 075 FLyoG | 1,990 | 1,081 | 1,081 | 1,077
" 10350 2,320 12,247 | 2,384 | 2,381 | 2379 | 2333 | 22590 (2,200 | 2359 | 2279 |2280 | 2200
- 1951 2,800 | 2,827 { o 63 | 2,516 | 2,857 | 2 80g J2.60F | 2,742 | 2 723 | 2,701 (2,700 | 2,700
4 1psT Mar. QErfe.sar | 2558 2570 | 2895 Josls pasag f2 o | zads | 2a50 |2 a48 {2 907 | 2asr
o, Jmwe , fzdm | 800 2,840 | 2.ppg | 2888 2823 J2,080 | oorgn | 200 | 2,667 2,07y | 2040
- o Bapt. ,, f2000 | 2002 | 2047 | 2,804 | 2,962 [ 2002 f2.563 | 2ygy | 2500 | 2780 | 2802 | 2 60
‘;é o Do L Na2abg T2a28 | 3075 12960 L 207 2068 12,886 |2a33 | 2033 2000 12 8B8 | 2.5
{ GROTP {V.—MISCRLLAREOTS.
] Nov. 1514 (b) 2566 .. . R .. .. #28 .. . .. e e
! ., 921 ., |1000 | o5 jrzez| am 933 1,001 1,022 956 | 1,012 | 1,033 880 | 1,018
] Year 1939 . 510 | gor |1L04B | oo [ &S 938 | or7 | o900 ji004 | wBo | @311 o8
Y o 1044 .. b1,170 {1,070 | 287 | 108 o006 | 2,165 [e,a58 | 1,008 | r22x | nage | ra6r | 1,162
" o 1045 .. {1,363 | 08a | 1,280 {1,007 [ Loo8 | Tas8 |50 | 198 fz2rr | gz | LGS |2,163
oo Iggt o, J 1170 byo83 | nzeb | ruare |rper | 1oes baass | raa7 azar |03 | nate | 1008
o 1047 .. | nzié | naes 1,350 | 156 |54y | nare pra8y | 1218 [ 1230 | aers [ e85 | o
- o 1048 1,208 | 1,184 | 1,445 | tyzry | 1,208 [1,2 1,249 | 1,276 | 1,295 | t,272 | 1,240 | 1,282
o 1949 .. 1,364 12,266 | 1,520 | 1,206 | 0,273 b 1,358 Jo,32x | 1,357 | 1,358 | a0 | 320 | a2
w1050 1,470 1,361 | 1,690 | 1,902 | 1,350 {1,464 [ 1,426 | 2449 | 1970 | 2442 | 1,477 | 1,928
w 1951 . |rzoe j1563 0897 | niso | 6,590 page2 | 668 | 1,677 1 1605 | 1,075 | 1,672 | 1,000
1031 Mar-Qte | 1,565 | 1aa2 {1,759 | 1,508 | 1,431 [ 1,558 | 0,570 | 1,500 | 1,600 | 1,308 | 1.575 1 1,578
o June . [1.680 | g3 |82 | 60y L1567 {1608 | 610 | 1627 § 1653 | 1,620 [ 1602 | bry
o Sept. o | nyss 580 | 1g21 | 673 | 6642 | 5.740 | 10695 | 1 700 prx2 | 1,007 | 1 Goa {0,655
wo Dee. V1836 ] 1707 12,0060 1 803 110708 | 3,820 Vu 280 L 1pf3 {1090 | 3,783 | 1818 § 1,234
. (a) See footmote (a) on page ‘10, 94 to

1940, 580 DOZE
5343.—2

20.

(¢) See footnote {

gb) For index-numbers for Capital Cltiea, November,
} 00 page 10,



26 CrapTik IL—RETam PrIcés anp PRICE 1XDEXES.
Retail Price *“ Group*’ Index-Numbers (2) : Thirty Towns—continued.
{Boase of sach Group : Weightel Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.)
QUEENSLAND, SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
- . N -
Parlod, ; 2 : 2 -4 . + sl £ . =
S| 8| 8] % |8 388 & |s28iE | 21 4|3gs
. 2 E a2 8| % 18R 3 (A2 5 | F1.Tl85¢
2| 2185 ] 8 | £ {28 & 32| 5 (.8 (38 (dEe
= = =nE 33 A |Eae] < |BEE| & Re | &3 [Faw
Grooe I.—Foop AND (IROCERIEH.

NHow, 1014 {0} 614 ‘e .. ‘e .. ‘e 682 . .. . .. ..
wo 1921 .o 1 o83 ) Bas | g4ny oBrel o3Gd] eso | o1t | 4% | 088 [ 91| 997 | @43
Yeur 1939 .. | 8Bag] 823 | gog ] o6 guz | 8Byz| Bor{ ora| oof| 93y ! 981 | gos
w1044 .. | 965 oo (1,002 {rege froar | oy | oo3 | no3e (1,060 | 006 {Lo3z| 997
o T4 L. 966 11,009 | 1,016 | 1,055 1,025 oo | 1002 {1,034 | 1,079 | Lozrg | 1,054 | 1,000
o 1940 ofit [ t,oi8 1,016 | 1,071 1030 993 | oot {1,049 L1079 | 1027 1,056 | 1,012
o 1047 .. 11,085 | ooz | oo | nagB | rarz | no68 11067 | and |14 {071 {1017 |00
o I0a8 .. V1208 | 1,228 1,244 | 1,295 [ L2355 |5200 | 1230 |25 |0,204 | 0,220 (1,260 ;i.233
o 1049 .. | 332 | 1,358 | 1,373 | a4z | 1983 | Laad | 38 | 1,386 | 1,422 | 1,332 179,303 [ 1,355
s 1950 . | 2462 | 1.480 [1,523 [ T.560 | nses | 0a26 [ 1494 | 53f | 1,585 | 1,557 | 5,824 ) n500
wo19sr . |23 | nBso [1eis |nodr [ 1881 | 1802 | ro31 | 1048 | 2,035 12,108 1,974 [ 1030
1951 Mar Qtr| 1,610 | LOgo [ 1,725 | 1.700 |70t | b2 | 168y 13,700 {0,730 | LES0 | 1 Go8 1.0y
s Junme , M16no | rorza e | G087 I ez ) nrog g S | 1LBo3 | 1580 | 2008 | 1850 [ 1,854
o+ Sept. 4, §1.847 ] L00a | X3 | Lygh | 100 | 1860 Jz oy | 2000 | zigs | 220 ] 2005 | 2050
oo Dee L Bzags]2a0n |zaoeg o281 Lzag2 Voasg Weges | 2iz00 | 2,230 | 20335 | 2228 | 2083
dnowe IL-—HoTING {4 AND 5-Rooxep HoUsks) {¢)

Hov, tor4 (3| 483 .. L .. . .. [T .. .. .. .. .-
, 1921 .. | 620 | 547 | 470 | S28e| S3sd| So4f g | 566 oz g 4092 | s66 | 28
Year 193 .. 854 837 753 661 o4qu §0 §88 3584 712 684 253 45:
w1944 .. EG3 Bsq vy Bhs G732 850 8oz 383 713 LS 754 466
v 1945 .. | 63| BAT | yeB | REs | Gra | Bsz | Sg2 | 386 | iz | 7rs | rss | 866
wo BgqG .. F B63 | B6z2 | gy3| 864 | 682 | Bsi | Bog | 300 | yrz | ;b i 35| 667
W TO47 L s By 780 Bob 682 f%3 By 308 7L 718 755 &0
RPN 77T 2 866 874 785 866 685 A5y 903 402 710 718 757 876
w1030 R B3 Fan Rép Hlig Aan QIz 7 7I0 ] 76z BB
1050 833 { gog | Hez | B63 1 sou | Syg| o0 | 407 | Fiz | 23T | 761 | 900
w1951 031 ] o5 B0 BB} Fr o oowa | oun |50 van 7501 e ] o
950 Mar Qér | gzo 13 838 R6R Tz oo | 038 451 7id 734 7 oe
W Jume . f 9sr | oo | Byp | 8Bo | was g o1 | o4s | o4S1| zra f 734 | rre| w6
» Scpt L, f 936 | o096 | Hyz ) 880§ yac | ogrr| o8 7| 747 | rrsp oFeal o3z
o Pee. o % n4z [ ooa6 | 855 ) o8 ) 7431 oazl obe | b0z | sso | Fre ] wre ]l o3z
arooe II1 —CLOTNENG.

Nov. 1914 (§) 657 .. .. .. ve .. 756 e .. ‘e .- e
v 1020 oo [rpezs §1,408 | 1452 | 15680 L5000 1,23% | 1,195 {1435 [ 1,480 [ 1,697 1,180 (1,238
Year 1939 .. 840 B38 Bsh §s5s 852 813 8y 852 854 7| B35z Bis 842
o T944 .. §14T7 | Lsob | 1,454 | 1,455 15,438 | 1,130 | 400 | 35S | L412 | L4320 | 1429 [ I,409
o TS L 00,431 | L4005 | 1,450 FLa37 T4 {430 I T513 ] 1,405 W10 J1406 Lageg {1,413
oo 1945 L. J1,508 | a8 L usie | 1507 L eg0s | 1,503 |48z J 466 [ 1,403 J1.405 g8z [ 1,482
wo T4Y . 1,564 | 1,543 Y1 568 {1500 p 1,540 11,563 | 1,55¢ | 0,557 | 1,579 {1,581 | 5,560 | 1,556
oo I948 .. 1,735 1608 jurzs | L,728 (8 | Ly3e ez fug2n g 1039 (n7zg | 9,722 |10
w1940 o L nogl j 63T | Lose | 1957 | 1,008 Dooag | Loor | rerh froBa | g5y | 1,986 | 1,900
w1950 2,226 § 2,223 | 2,238 [2.246 | 2,252 | 2,220 | 2,256 | 2,250 [2,250 | 2,220 | 2200 | 2,256
o 1057 . 2,606 2,055 [ 2,606 | 2,703 |2 733 | 2600 | 2,236 | 2,638 | 2,776 | 2,754 | 2724 | 2 733
‘1951 Mar. Qe 2,436 | 2904 | 2,408 V237 jraz | 2431 | 2456 | 2300 {2,400 | 2.438 | 2,460 | 2,454
o June , |z2,673 | =623 | 2,600 f2.00s [ 2725 | 2078 |7t | 2645 {2,708 [ 2,683 | 2,712 | 2,700
o Sepb. ., |2.787 | 2,773 | 2788 22,704 | 2,839 | 2.788 | 2 Bi1q | 2,704 | 2,707 | 2,792 | 2,786 | 2,811
o Dee, 2863 1 2819 | 2.808 | 2,858 | 2025 | 2,866 | 2.062 | 2,933 | 2.900 | 2047 {2,937 | 2,050
QEOTUE LV, ~MIBOELLANROTA,

Kov, 1914 (B} | 728 .. .. .. .. .. 770 s .. e e va
o 1921 ., G944 953 | 1,002 | 1,009¢] o884 438 f1,033 | 1,065 1,005 | 1,032 [ 1,000 [ 1,036
Year 1939 .. | 955 | 931 | ofse 936 99z § 963 |01z | 989 | gop [1017 | ‘99s | L0809
o 1044 .. | 1,337 15,160 fr,eye | 1,187 | 6o 0w046 |a,2ry | 1,235 [ o | s |22y | nang
W 3945 .. L33 [ La60 6o | fav8 a6y | 5042 [a23 25237 (1200 f,2as 5230 | e
o 1046 . ka3t | 5,207 | a7z fraBs |86 | gy [ 242 | 216 fre3e 1,233 | 220
o X047 L. | rasy [ Le88 | 188 Prro0 |76 | 5,063 | ress f 5,277 | 242 [ 0267 FI,245 | L2851
o 1948 .. Jrars |nzsr | 1,287 |reve |28 |rozas | rger jasr |nary (a8 frnaoe bisas
s L. | Lzgo | n3o7 | 1,317 P L37s | 1,326 | 1,302 | 1,304 ) 946 | 1,383 | a2y [ 1370 § 590
o T950 .. |1363 | 1,378 | 1,908 { rasz | n41r | 1375 | n4de (1530 | 1,458 | 1,500 | rd92 (1472
P 1521 1,603 | 1,633 | 1,601 | 1,730 | 0,66y | 1,020 | 1710 .98 | 1,689 | r,707 {1,520 | 1,713
rg5: Mar. Qtr] 1,535 11,548 [ 1,558 | 1.646 | 1,583 | 1,846 | 1,588 | 1637 | 1,566 ] 0,623 | 1,561 | 1,590
o June ,, 1552 |1,5065 | 1,620 {1,682 {1,620 | 1,569 | X600 | 1747 | 1670 | 1,785 [ 1,002 | 1,603
»  Sept. , | 1,631 | 1,663 | 1,097 '?51 1,696 | 1,648 | 7,750 | £, 816 | 1,720 | 1,866 $3,770 {1,762
,» Dec. o, V1604 11,756 | 1,700 13 1,758 | 1,715 | 1,802 t v.8357 ) 1,785 | 1,015 11,856 | 1.8006

() See Tontnote () on page 10,
1920, fe# page 2o,

(#) For index-numbers for Capltel Cities, November, ror4 to

(¢} Charters Towers

)y Warwick.

(¢} See footnote (&) on page 10,

koo



TABULAL STATEMENTS OF RETAIL PrICE INDEX-NUMBERS.

27
14 .
Retail Price *° Group ** Index-Numbers(a} : Thirty Towna—ronfinued.
{Base of each @ ~up: Weighled Average of Six Capital’Citics, 19023~27 = 1,000.)
T
WESTERN AUSTRALIA TASMANIA, s 4 g
- 3]
i g ;| g 5512
Pertod. o8| &% = . £ . = = E et
ZE|EE | &8 | & 2 |Egd) % 3 2| 2 |3¢8 2% Egs
ag gm = 2 2 IEak 1 = = <1 Edz|lEa |E2a
SE| & E 2 s |Hu5]| 8 2 ha g ¢ |HEEl Ba |Sp=
e | =3 2 = ¥ |*eE] 2 3 F] ] = Cic| Bu | 228
gk | =81 = & G |zan] & Al a a & iEan 5 |28
\ s
Grogp 1L.—Foon sND GROCERIES,
Nov, 1914 (¥} 746 .. ‘e .. ‘e .. o870 . g L. .. . . 641 e
v 193D .. 10008 | 1,320 | 10540 1,049 3,031 | 7033 | 1027 958 | 1.108d| gobe} 1,077 | 1,001 950 954
Year 1939 .. | 938 lre0et ore | 967} 947 oS0 | o923 | o4 9ar | 033 jro18 ¢ gz5 i 927 | 831
w1944 .. | 1,056 3,180 | 1,060 | 1,036 1,095 | 1,066 | 1035 | of8 | 1,030 | 1020 | 2,335 {5,023 | 1,026 | 1.029
w 1945 .. 11,000 | 1,100 | 1000 {1,045 | 1,084 ;0,070 {1,045 995 '1,924 3,026 | 1,053 {1,092 {1,034 ] 1,037
w5046 .. R1,050 [ 1,092 | 073 | 1057 | LeBy | 1,070 [robg | te:d jineed 1052 |1ar3 (1055 11,036 11,040
w 1947 .. fra0g tn23o Prres (1000 Prga | oo 1032 002 1308 oz |23z 10020 (L0011 104
w1048 .. J1,257 j1,387 | r2v2 | x287 1r,2r0 | 1,262 | 1,306 1073 1,276 | 1,280 | 1407 [1,302 1,256 260
f IO . D437 T 0S72 [ 1,455 | 143 § 1470 | Ta B | 1,405 | 3,459 1,460 | 1473 1 1,560 | 1,484 | 1,394 | 1,399
o 193G . 1,507 |7.72% prb03 1,600 | 1,030 {r6cf | 1,574 | 1,534 |j2582 1 nore [ 16103 | 1,565 | 1,566 | 1,570
o 19SI .. $1.903 [2,105 | 1005 } 1,001 | 2,033 [ 1076 { 1992 | 2,020 | \flgu0 | 2,025 | 2064 | 2,007 | 2,040 | 2,046
1951 Mar. Qtr] 1,705 | 1,022 | 1,80 | 1,805 | 1,850 | 1,805 | 1,705 [ ror2e |ayzar | 0,777 4237 5720 1,790 | 1,705
» o dune o, §1.904 32,055 | 1,038 § 1,931 | Loye | ot hilor | 1,806 |11,847 | 0873 {1,877 {1,801 | 1025 §1,03|
w Sept. ., Jz,010 [ 2,138 | 2,051 | 2,051 | 2,093 | 2,032 § 2,100 | 2,207 (2,041 | 2,075 | 2,253 | 2,349 | 2,136 ] 2,141
W D hzasa VaaBe | aars a8 bowevé | 2308 Vaosz Vv ogBa Veare V2276 L oo | 2o 12301 V2017
Grovr IL—HODBING {4 AND 5-ROOMED HOUEES)LLS) .
Nov 1914 (&) 4G .. .. . . . 5258 N ‘e .. 649 s
W 19ZF .. 754 578 frbe| 629 779 709 870 676 2094t 150¢] 493 729 877 B2S
YOOr 59499 .. B81 | 1,313 | 886 l1005 1,060 | oo | o25§ 8104 83 2631} Bob | 8B7 965 | 47
o 1944 - 886 | 1,036 fan 9y | 1059 903 932 5531 i1 Bso 7ro BG4 By 976 958
w 94 .. B8R0 | r.o37 Bog g75 | 1,001 Qo2 933 862 1' 851 770 Boy 8496 975 958
S [T BB6 {1,053 yoo 30 [1.064 004 03t 864 B3 290 8og B8 976 957
w047 .. 887 | 1,080 Qoo g1 | raoby goy g30 fitig : 851 770G 814 Bag 87 495§
w IDgB .. 880 | 1,082 17 of5 | 1666 G100 937 871 |° B33 770 815 9ol 979 960
W 1o L Rys 11,005 | a56 |t008 |80 | g1z ]| gso f 7z | 833 | 273 | Biz | n0og 082 | 984
»s 1950 .. gor | 1726 967 (1,028 | 1,004 926 o4l 876 &5g 778 818 9ot 987 968
W 1951 . [r065 | 5,080 11,182 | rzer [ 300 {1,083 Veoq8 1031 ) 987 4 873 851 {1,025 1,009 ] 002
o5t Mar, Qtr.] r051 a3 | 1750 | 1,106 [ 1,303 [ 1,065 | 1,028 | 1,027 937 850 851 [aro0r FLOOG | 987
s dune 1062 frrec {tayg | 1,073 | 1,304 | 1082 o5 | e afiz 856 Axv rozy | EOO7 990
o Bepb |, lrore {vrgr |85 f1235 | g | 090 | 1080 | Losz |, gos 1 383§ 851 pre3r JLOID] 993
+  Beo, 1073 ) 1,088 L LaRs { zat a1y ooz | 087 132 065 883 #s1 frogc [ 1013 ) 996
Grovp 1II.—CLoTHING.
Nov, 1974 {b) aob . .. o . N n15 ‘. . ‘. .. .. 154 .
o X931 .. 337 |nave |n38z2cf 1,454 fgee | 277 [ R4e7 (1,670 §1,5250] 1,q905¢) 1,504 | 1,508 § 1,245 | 0,290
Yeor 1939 .. 32 55 8§42 849 Sq7 834 g6 | K53 43 Bag 833 854 a4i 84
o 944 . | ra0r | 1,420 | 1,408 [ rao2 | 1,419 | 1,404 JL42E 1,400 (1,423 | 0,407 | 1,925 | a0 ] 1,435 | 1,498
w 1943 .. | 3430 | 1.436 | 1,507 | raa fa,412 | a2 Jeazo | T.a1a | 1,426 {1,425 | 430 [ 1,40 1,425 | 1,427
w1946 L. | 1,407 {1,026 11,478 | 1,482 | 1,480 | 497 | 1,500 {2,507 10,503 | 1,538 | 52 | 1568 ) 1,505 | 1,508
w o 1947 .. Y1508 p1.504 11552 | 1,885 1 L5531 0,567 | 1,572 | n$7e 150 1,399 (v | 5,573 | 1,568 | 1.867
w1048 L. [1,756 11,760 | t,706 § 133 [1.74% |1.ess LraB | 1700 Jrrzo frrsy frozz | ooy 1,744 | 1,745
w1699 . | =033 |20ty | 1075 | 2008 |00 | 2020 32,992 {108y | 1,082 | 1,096 | 1993 | 1,000 | 1,997 | 1,00
w 1950 .. |2.28q | 2288 | 2,290 | 2,205 | 2,250 | 2,287 | =280 2273 |2.273 | 2.200 | 2,282 |2.282 | 2,286 | 2,287
wo I195L .. |2rse | 2056 | 2,085 | 2688 | =750 [ 2,755 | 2752 | 27y { 2727 | 2,732 § 2p3s | 2,730 {2,749 12,740
1951 Alar. Qic) 2,464 baarr |2 a25 Jog3e F2.476 | 2,483 §2.481 12,453 [2,475 | 2,493 |2a6e 2a7z | 2,487 | 2487
w Jume , |2.736 Ja.7e2 | 2,663 | 2,647 [2.217 | 2731 J2.750 j2,666 | 2,720 | 2,716 | 2,730 |o.721 2,746 £2,746
o Sept. ,, | 2858 (2853 |2.762 [z 773 | 2890 | 2.853 J2.83h [ 2820 {2805 | 2810 | 2,800 |2 831 {2,833 ]2.833
W Dee. ., {2077 12,078 |2872 12,890 12,062 12,073 Begaz ta020 12,900 12.808 12942 12,032 32,930 12,081
GROUP IV —MISCRLLANEOYA,
Hov. 1914 {b) 780 .. ‘e .- .. .. 699 .. . . .. . 749 .
o 1928 .. | 5029 |rogo | Lorsel 977 |02 | 020 | o032 | 985 04:d] oboe| 930 | os2 11010 |2.008
Year 1939 .. 954 a7 4 948 91z | 1,034 950 938 947 87y 88z T H 934 862 962
o 31644 .. | Llay {1,180 | 1,343 1100 |I.216 | Yaq7 | Laoo | 5.097 997 | 1,002 | Lo%: | 1,080 ) 1165 | §,164
w945 .. §1,128 j1,176 | 1,136 |04 (7,208 | a1 |ir00 | 1006 | go7 | 006 | 1,053 | 1089 | 0I61 | 1,160
v 1045 .. tr,a43 [1,3%3 11,153 | 1,008 | 1,212 | 1,146 | 1,004 $5,003 | 1,004 | 900 | 1,058 | 1,004 [0.167 4,166
o 1847 .. | 01s8 |18 fruapo a1 | 1220 b0 |10 trasé L 029 | 1022 | rofe fa,ac8 B0L199 31,197
o 1948 .. |rzoz | 1230 |12z |1,066 (1,274 | r2e6 F1a7s J1arr | 1,067 | oo [ 1005 [1,065 |L25T 31,256
oo 1949 .. | 12889 1500 | 102 | 1,252 | nath | rozoo fazio [ 208 | 1008 | riogo | 1,145 | 1,208 §1,338 ] 1,336
w1950 .. | 1357 Vna6r | 1,372 | 1,318 | 1453 171,358 Jr.203 |t.201 | 1.r7r | 8,066 | rozor | 1,298 §1,435 | 0,432
w 1981 .. fufizy [rbg2 |r.s6s | 1,536 jryg | 1624 600 | 578 | ngze g0y | nago |57z [LGTY | L6TE
1951 Mar. Qtr.) 1,521 | 1527 | r470 | 1,928 (1,608 |1.520 | 1,400 | 0,460 | 1.338 {1,320 | 1,362 | 466 | 1,564 | 0,561
» June o, [ragx frsBr 1547 [re9s |0.687 frsgo frsee | nsi7 | 1,353 [ 1343 | 1,382 | oser | 1641 | 1,636
w Soph L, 1,663 Ligos 1o | sty lx,y38 g |1gq | 1622 | a6 [ g5y | Lads |60z | LTS | LTIO
o Dee. ., | 1720 1,755 [ 1.630 | 1653 Fr8e2 [r7ar Va2qq [r603 | v,s26 {r51g 1,532 | .y02 V1,784 | 5,791
{&) See lootnote (4) oo page 10, (& For index-numbers for Capital Citles, November, 1914 to 19%0, #ee
page 2o0. (¢) Midisnd Junction, (d) Zeehan, (#) Beaconsfield. {f} Ses footnota (&) on page reo.
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3. “B" BSeries Retail Price Index: Food, Groceries and
Rent.-—This index measures the prices of food and groceries and the
rent of 4 and g-roomed houses. It was first compiled for the year 1925,
end retrospectively [or several earlier years. It was designed to replace
the * A" SBeries Index {food, groceries and rent of all houses), which was
the original index compiled in 1g12. The first of the following tables
covers only the six capital cities and gives index-nwnbers for the twa
(Iroups of the regimen mvolved split up inte their various Ssctions, while
the seeond table gives the “ B Beries Index dissected into its two Growps
for cach of the 30 towns, the weighted averapes «f the 5 towns in each
Rfate, the six cupital cities and the 30 towns. The “ B Serics Index
{split up mto its two Groups) for four additional towns not included in
the weighted averages appears on page 24.

Retail Price Index-Numbers{c) : Capital Cilies—** B ** Series.
{Base of each Section: Weighted dverage of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000,)

Towxs. | 190?‘1 xglx‘l 1964, § 1928 | 939, | 1947, 1 1948, | 1049 950 | 1951,

SHOTION A —(EOCEAIES,

Brdncy .. L33 174 €27 | I.1I1% gog | 1,036 ] L6y { 1,008 | 1,411 &, 806
Mel bour ne .. PL ] 521 s62 | 1,070 057 go1 1 1,153 | 1,296 | 1418 | 1,930
Birebaneg o s47 614 boy 1.10% [ 004 1,165 1,108 1,387 | 1,722
Adelinde . s10 s¢T |' s9B | 1,076 919 go5 | 1,544 [ 1203 | 1,374 | 1,724
Hertly .. $72 720 628 | 1,103 966 | 1,032 | 1,383 | 1.263 } 1,380 | 650
Hubari . [1] 566 Gog | 1,047 047 goi | 1,143 | Lzzz } 1390 | I,749
BIX CAPITALS (&) 499 3t 199 1,003 aby 1,008 1,161 1,392 1,404 1,753

SpcTioN B.—TuiIRT PROBUCE.

Bydnay - 551 374 656 | 1080 Bst 977 | La6s | 1308 | 1439 | 1,723
M. Moo .. 571 367 633 | 1,087 83 a0b 1 1,389 | 1,336 | I,447 ] 1,715
Lirfabane s 405 [11] 588 o83 703 g5 | L.ms | 1,23 31z | 1,530
Adelaide .. 548 byx yo5 | T8 Soo o8 | 1,736 | 1,25 .35 1,611
I*rrtde .. 700G 33 rs | 1952 870 ] 1000 | 1166 | 129z | 1,43 1,70%
Hobart ‘e 464 82 6p% | Lep1 B4a 989 | Ta81 1,319 | 1,410 | 1,658
BIX CAPITALS () 363 191 654 | 1,072 843 a7 | 1,165 | 1,3m 1.418 | 1,688
1* ABCTION C —MEAT
Hydaey . 518 501 648 96o 935 1,343 | 1,456 1 1,571 | 1,809 | 2836
aelbourm: . 337 485 | © 661 | 1,030 968 | 1,363 | 1302 1,649 [ 2000 | 2,806
Tirishane .. 535 488 610 Boy 2z | 1,223 | 1,343 | 1.4853 | 1.6os | 2231
ul-lande . 553 s41 784 | 1,008 929 | 1,288 | 1,423 | 1,543 | 1,776 | 3509
1% rhb . 189 Biy ) - 881 1,501 LY 1,290 14t 1.78% 2,025 | 2008
Haobart .. 668 638 =80 | 1,244 gh1 446 | 5,662 1 1045 | 1,062 | =624

SEY CamTals 4) 158 s12 641 1,010 936 | 133z | 5,458 | 1603 ] toool 2,744
AECTIONE A, B ARD C CoMpwep.—Fo0D ANE GROCBRIRS.

Svdoey .. 323 553 &46 | 1,067 36 | e | 1258 | o388 | 572 2.033
Melbogrm . 7 523 Bio 1,083 342 Lite | 5,274 1.4t3 | 1,605 2,0

Jhets hoaw . 130 560 §03 | 1,014 64 | 1,055 | 1,208 § 1,337 | 1,463 | 1,823
Aalelaide .. 532 570 679 1,066, Bor 1,667 1,210 T, 351 T.404 r,9al
Iorth e 670 733 73l | rud6 938 | 04| 1251 | 1,437 | 1,597 | 1063
Hobart o 11 332 698 | 1,133 923 | 1,382 1 L6 1305 | 1,574 | 1,992
51X CAPITATS (b) 833 150 Byo | 1,064 027 | 1,000 | 1,256 | vane | 1,566 1 2,041

SECPION. D, HOUBING (4 AND 5-ROOMED FLOUSES). ()
+
mydney . 19y ro1 [~ 264 989 | 1,035 | r.edd | 1097 | 049 i 1,050 | 1,043
Melourne . 455 364 ] - 628 Bzo 55 974 974 976 | 079 gto
Iioshane e a8y ara | - 166 630 54 864 Bat 869 B3 934
Adelatds .. 810 rob 6558 dog 538 8q% 903 gLz 929 049
I*erth .. 458 524 | ¥ 589 739 .1} ] 887 L1 895 gor | 1,005
Hobhart 40% 452 | - 818 a8 935 936 417 a4 041 1,048
51X CAPITALS {b} 497 61z | . 662 862 ots 977 979 o8z | ® 987 | 1,009
ALL $R0T1082 COMBINED.—F00D, (GROCERTES, AND HOUAING.

Sydney .. 48 606 | 637 [ 1,036 ore | vo8z | ray3 | rasz| 1365 036
Methourne . 4935 539 ) | 616 ary 045 | LO54 | 1,154 r2az § 1,357 | 1,052
Irsbans .. 442 200 T554 arz 258 98 | 1073 | LIa9§ 523 | La7z
Adelaide N s34 6B | . 671 975 Ag1 9988 | 100 § LIy 5270 | L5444
Perth ‘e [17] 673 679 952 | olt ] Leiy | nror [ noiz ) K322 1,608
Holart .. so8 [ a4z | -6rp | 1,044 gzr [ ro53 | LG5 | 1,278 f 1,324 | Lbz0
S1X_CAPTTALS {b) s30 | 578 [°° 648 | 9oz | a0 seve | rras [ 1230 ' 2,336 F 1,634

(1) See foobnote {a} on page o, (b} Weighted avernge. (¢} See lootnote (b on page 10.

+



TapuLar SrareMer?s or REran, Price INDEX-Numssrs. 20
““B " Beries Retail Price Index-Numbers : “Thirty Towns.
(Base of each Group (o) ; Weighted Average of Six Copital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.}
[}
NEW SOUTH WALES. e VICTORIA.
N ¥
Penind '] = . £ | 4
= = - o .. s | . . -
. 3 e 5 - [Z2EEl 5 ‘T “E % o e Es F
ElE | 5! 2] 25l 2.5 5| 8§ S8k
s | E| 2|2 5 |S 2le3 ] B OF|Agisse
w =z & > s |Zxnl = = @ o R.ﬁ B
GroUr 1.—Fo0p AND (ROCERIES,'
Nov. 1914 . 638 | .. .. N , 616 [ . . R ] .
. 1gel obq | o977 { orz | 930 35| 9bs | 973 (g2l | gi1g | gar | 9B g2y
“}0“7 1939 .. 936 965 | 1,100 91 MU 942 Qa2 03 a30 046 955 9 d
v 1G4 o 025 | 0,045 | 1,252 {0030 | 502y [ e3z |nogo [Lo037 | Gogz | no0b [resr | eogr
o Toas .. | 1033 | Log8 p,2r8 11003 | 5,036 [ Log0 [,087 .[48,045 1,046 | 1,006 | 1,000 |1,0%%
o 1948 Lo FLo3a | Lo | n2rr | Lo Lol | 1044 o5t 051 | Lese | 1012 [ 1,079 | rasy
w 1947 . rare | razy |33y |6 {n11e | | e tttog | noge | 1008 (1,008 D eee
I T A - L R L BT 1,271 | [,26y | 1,274 | 1,200 | 0,245 | 1,265 |1.267 f1,272
R T 0386 | rgon | 0006 T ] Sapag [ 305 Juawd a0z | LaoF fgie | 1,305 | aty
w1450 i,572 | 5,570 | 1.808 | 1634 | 0,500 [ 1,579 | 1,008 1,505 | L5985 | 1,507 | 1,002 {1004
- 141 2oy 2068 |2 g2 lz1e6 (2117 lzaon LanlR [ 20 | 2oqo Lans | 220 {2000
1950 Mar Qir] 320 {1902 ez 8oz | r8le { t. 838 {1.83F | 0813 | oo [ oS0 | 0,847 | 1,636
o Juoe Qg3 iaog |zigllzoero | 137 {1035 |2.000 | 2003 |1 02r (2002 | 1000 | 2012
o Seph. o ] zazaf | 2268 | 2aso Y agar |zes (22 daar3 |24 |2 uar | 2203 | 2248 2077
o Dees o201 [ zagr2 (2087 (2400 | 2aed (2410 §2,334 | 2007 a0 | 232y 2,388 [ 2337
1951, .
January 1.315 {1.813 | zy009 | 1,853 | 0,86 bz §o,775 | 170z | 1,705 | L | nReh Fagrg
February t 25 | 1492 crrs { LA P BB | rdgo [ R pu oy [ugod | w1840 | 1,837
March 838 {1068 | 2122 | Laogz | L Bos | 1,854 | 896 | T 86y [ 1833 |1 003 | r.80 | 1,807
April oo tBog | 2005 [ 2166 L ior sy | vows ) L,o62 fzozo LBz | 2erb | 1080 | 1,966
May Loy (2o 12988 [ 1oob [ragy | ios3 | rogs 2ty 1920 | 2005 [ 2007 | 2008
Juoe 2,015 12058 [2.238 | 2244 2 001 | 2025 J 2060 | 2140 [ o7 | 2oog | 2007 (2070
July 286 [ 2 aB6 | 2,316 (2313 f2005 |2 age Lzell |2 210 12030 | 2,465 | 2 223 | 2,085
August zaey | 2.250 (2,347 | 2,3z F221) 2230 |28 P Eas0 | 2ahb |2 a7l [ 2eey | 2iagc
September 22067 | 2,350 2,388 | 2,380 |2 o1 §rar7 p2 25 | 2355 | 220 | 2,268 [ 2203 | 2256
October 2315 12013 | 24410 | 2,300 o283 | 25325 {2,200 | 2375 | 2,253 ] 2,203 | 2,327 | 2.ngs
Novembir 2455 | 2.542 | 2,700 | 2542 L 2g58 | 2060 {2,305 | 2.a30 | 2,513 | 22338 | 2 404 | 2,305
December Topd |20 |2 7I0 2,530 P20 2 a3 | 2.245 | 2oa5 | 2338 | 2056 | 2423 | 2350
]
Qrogp IL—HoUBING {4 AND 3-R0OMED HoU3ES) (&)
Nov. 1914 .. 758 ‘e .. .. .. .. [ . . .. N
W gy L. ] Eo00 88s 554 831 596 066 845 479 LEY 664 ooy k-1
Year ro3zs .. L0138 Boo 764 an 843 | Lows 055 714 71 B26 911 918
w 3044 - PLoa3 g ogo3 | 753 BB2 | Be3 o2zl am 7IL 7130 88K [ 034 55
w945 .. | 3,043 G0} 760 £85 843 ;1,034 973 710 744 asy 934 933
W Toab oo Jneq3 | oog | p6c | 886 | By Troas | o3| yra| raz | #37| o3: | oss
o EGW 1,044 L EY 703 174 814 | L0258 gra 718 743 134 91 q56
w1048 .. fTo47 ] 006 | 764 | 888 | 843 |veoz7 | ors | 7zo | 746 BSS 4 g1t} o386
R TP rodn | 908 76l omgo ) Bay (nome | ortg F2i | FaB ] Big | w3a | 058
w1950 resey god | 782 | Bgr | 848 |rogc | 9794 729 | 764 fgo o945 | 961
. Iaal o5y oo8 | 78y | Hse | B8y |ress | 980 | zab b vrr | 8o | 045 | 063
1g4c Mar. Qtrf 1,05t | nott | 783 Bor | S48 [ rLeoa2| o80 | 735 723 | Bao | 045 @ ofiz
b June [, 1051 Hob 783 Roz 848 1 1032 a80 7360 775 Sgu 045 063
o Sept. , 1083 god 735 B 834 | 1,034 280 736 780 Sgo 01% 063
w Dee. [ {iesh | noB 75 Gz 861 | 10361 of¢ 736 | 780 | 800 | 0as | 063
4 GroUPS -~11.—F00D, (FROOBRIES, AN“DrHotrsmG.
Nov. 1914 . Sio . .. .. .. 61374 .. .. .. .. ..
wo 1920 .| 77| gas | 825 | g6 | 8157¢ 65| Bos | 7601 780 | By | 855 ) @r6
Year 1539 .. | 72| 034 | aro | 942 | oo ofg| 945 | 840 851 | 917 | g1o| 938
w 1044 .. {L030{ 9By 1,055 | 900} 931 |1026 |vetz | 9oz | g¢23| 058 | 9935|1000
TS .. | 1ean 980 | Lo73 a0y 058 | 1,032 | 022 LY ¥ oz6 057 | 008 ] 1,013
. 146 L. 1,038 q9a | t,073 b 0bh | 1,034 | 1,010 QL7 9258 obr | [,020 | i001
o bogy Lo 5082 [1e35 | 1110 15030 | o086 ) 1008 | 1054 950 952 {1,012 | 092 |1 o6
o g8 L nrrs | na2g | 2zob [ TTs0 | Ta02 (1260 { 1ass | nos2 | rog8 316 11,05 | 1,146
oo Mg oo [ reEsz | nezes Y aaa3 | 0225 oo | nzge | oeas | e L0 z0g | L2l |, 2as
;e IOSG 1,305 | 1,309 | 1.339' | L3471 3,333 | 1302 | 0,357 0,254 | 7207 | 1.378 § 1342 | T.350
I 53 3,086 b 672 0,715 (1B o Gin ) 1685 | 0,652 1 1 501 | 5,580 | LG | LOST | 140
95t Mar. Qtr] 1 520 | 510 | 1580 | rae8 | 1473 ] 1520 | 1,499 | 1,380 1 1,305 | 1,465 | tunt | 1,491
o June | rsg1 | 1,585 | b 12606 | 1,520 | 1500 1603 | 1.550 | 1g70 } BIR [ 1,587 | 1,508
o Seph. , J1,70a JoFas |7 (1764 | 1,687 | 1760 Jruros 11,6600 | 1,603 1 1,686 | 1,734 | 1,609
W Dec D1 Brr | 857 | 1,807 {1861 | 1797 | r8re |10 | 1.756 | 7eg | 1,703 1 0818 | 708

(@) Sea footnote (8) on page 10

5} Ses tooktnote (bhon page 1o,



30 Coapter [—Rerailn Prices anp Price InpExEs.

“B » Saries Retail Prico Index-Numbers : Thirty Towns—continsed.
{Dase of each Group (o) : Weighted Average of Six Copital Cilies, 1923-27 = 1,000,)

QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
. - -
Pertad. 2|la | £ ¢ | s | 2
i -] = o L : K 2 -] .
R RN e AR AR A
£ (F | T |&f ¥ |Std g | eZ | Ea
3 g4 2 | 5 |Se8] € 325 5| & |§8jsEe
, sl g8 e 12 |250) 2 1258 £ [ ¢ [ B5185¢
GapoyP I,—FO00D AND GROOHRIBS,
Nov, 1914 .. HI4 . .. .- - ol .. .. .. ‘e .
»o 092 . gss 805 | w49 | o818 o3be| oso | aqux | o435 | o681 gz3 | e9r | 043
Year 1gan .. £q f23 0oy ght g1z Brz 8g7 973 gqth 937 9 o4
wo ID44 .. | 9bs | 1wo3 1002 | rew fr0z7 | 927 | 93 I n030 | o6t | 996 11,033 F 907
w1045 .. 666 [ 1,000 | 1,018 § 3,085 | 1,025 630 | o0z | 1,034 | 00y [ 5014 ] 1,034 | 1000
w1040 ., ol 1,018 | 1,006 | 1,078 | 1,030 593 | 7,006 {1,049 | Loze | Loz7 | 050 | 001

o 1947 L | 4n055 [ 1002 | 7007 L0148 | Larz | 1,068 | 1,067 11,103 {1,t40 | D071 (1117 | 5,00
w1048 . | 1,208 1,228 | t.2447| 10208 | 1255 | 02210 | 230 ) 234 | 204 | 1220 | 1,260 {1233

o 1040 . L aase | 1358 103z 00 | 1383 | L3ab [ 5 3a1 | 0386 12422 Y 1,332 | G303 § 1,388
. 1ase . | 1462 | 1.afe | 1523 | 6o | LALS | 1,470 [ Lg04 5 LA3L | 0,585 [ 1557 | 1.524 | LS00
no 195 rhzg | 1859 |tz Lot | TB8r | rdse L roar | 148 ] 2035 [ 2,008 | L7y ) 5039
1951 Mar, Qir| 1610 | 1640 | 725 | 1,700 | 1,700 | 1626 | 1,654 | 1,700 | 1,780 | 1,856 [ 1.608 | 1,6m
o Jupe L 1600 |1z | o800 | ey8y | 1z | Lyoo [ 80z {1,803 | 1,886 ) 2,028 | 1 850 | 1,845
o Beph, L | rBa7 | toos | Lose | 1096 | 1,000 [ 1,860 | 2,020 (2070 L 20109 [ a2 [ 2,003 ] 2,000
ycoeee. Ll zags by |z | 2,281 | 2oz | 2050 | 3155 | 2200 ) 2B [ 2,335 | 2,238 | 208)
1953
Tanury 1,585 [ 1,013 ] 1 708 [ 1,67 | 7,680 1 v,605 | 1.048 | 1684 | 1,750 [ [,823 | 1,676 | 1,656
Fehroary 1620 | L6510 | 1,729 | 171z | nyo7 1,630 | 0687 | spon | rprr | 836 | 6gn | 1 bg2
Maedh 1625 | 3658 11,737 | 1.70g | 1706 b | 1206 1738 | o Bro | tooe | 1728 | 1,023
April Lobg |1 bgy | 1,775 | 1766 | 1748 1 1,668 | 1io0 | 175s | 1B2r | 1073 | Lyss | 1703
May o ntrs lozig bazon | rgze | nper | 1600 | 1 8a5 ] 1,702 | LBye | 2oax | 1 l3T | 1,847
June o frarzs | s | 1836 | B ) nEeo | D744 | T Bgo | 1,863 | o060 | 2080 | o84 | 1,808
July o s | s | 1882 [ 0 By 0848 | Bor 148 | 2005 | 2100 | 2150 | 2,086 | 1,06y
Aupust B i gya | 1,808 | 2o 1,875 | 1,836 | 2,004 | 2,068 { 2,206 | 2,203 | 2,007 | 2,017
September L. | 1950 1908 | 2014 | 2007 pzo0d | Toge | 2013 | 2037 | 2o | 2,278 | 2187 | 22
Qetober zo54 [ 2087 [ 2021 2200 [ 2037 | 2,073 | 260 [ 2217 | 2275 | 2 208 | 2,200 | 2,176
Novemiwr 1252 (2213 | 2230 {2,300 | 2,120 | 2252 |23y | 2,08y | 2,268 | 2,337 | 2208 ) 2144
Treemuhep 2020 | 2207 | 2223 ] 2,260 | 20104 | 2ot33 { oaes §oage | 2,308 | 2,353 1 2,238 | 2,220
Groor L. —Houslka {4 AND 5-I0ONED NOUSES).(d)

Nov. 1oty .. 463 ‘e s ‘e .. is 611 i P . as
w021 .. ) 629 ] 347 | oayo | s2BhL s3%e) sS04 § 81 366 603 1 a9z | 566 | 781
venrtote .. | 8s4 | Ber| 33| Ber| 630 Biod BEE S 38| 200 I 686 | 753 | B6a
Yo 1nag .. B03 | Bso | 67| 865 | 6p2 | Bso ] Box | 385 713! a5 754 | B6e
PP 1- L 863 .4 F64 L) 674 B51 oz 386 713 ris FLL A66
PP 1 7] 463 Bbz 771 b G831 85I Boq 90 7Lz 710 755 867
e 3043 L. LY 86y rio0,l 866 682 833 Bar 358 211 718 FLT B0
S 1 866 874 785 Nl 635 asx 003 402 710 718 747 876
o IDgn L. B HEE] roih Rivy Ly A3 o1z 107 710 P2z Fha 385
1950 B33 BO4 Aza 368 FO4 B74 Ls+1v) 407 7Lz 731 764 GO
» LoST 93¢ | 045 | Bun | 8By | 727 { alo| oan | szo | ir | 756 7o | o
1051 Mar, Qtr] nzo 043 818 A68 224 o6 038 457 7r FETS 770 910
. dune | gt | ost | 830 | BHo | zzz ) 016 | d43 ) 451 7ia | Faa | sre ] o6
no Sepb. . F 30 | o461 8520 880 | ze2 | g21 ] oS4 | GoF | 747 7P| Fro 932

oo Dee L) iz 946 | Bss| o018 | a3 | 933 | woe | 6oy | 750 7o | wre ] 3y

Grours 1,-11,—Fuoap, GROCERIEE AND HOUSING.

Nov, igrq .. 560 a .e ‘e .. a 658 .. L. .. ce L oar
o 1921 .. 840 | 971 | 770 | Bzob| wour] 824 | BoB | Hix 83g | yro| Bae B8y
Yoar 1y39 .. S48 830 843 970 8oy 853 Bai 743 832 838 Boo 88y
e X944 .. § 923 | 945 | 908 | o7s| 8360 926} osr| 6| 033 834 937 | 94e
o~ 1943 .. 923 949 917 a7y 856 928 257 774 231 Bogs L d] M4
o 046 .| o3z | o33 | ogra] o5 | 8or{ oaf ] ofa| 290 | a3l g3 | 936 | g5
o BT . %78 | 1,001 971 | 1,050 942 98z 948 Bz5 77 931 973 byl
v 1048 L ez [ 1,087 | 063 | r,125 | o3 L0774 | 000 go7 | 1,063 | 1.02z { 1067 | 1,0m1
I £ T I 1aa [ 7o | Lgs | g | ade | a3 P narr [ neor | 41 frooer | a4 | ook
o 1059 1,233 | 1,282 | 247 | 1286 tae5 11,238 | 1270 (volg | no2gr | 1232 | 1224 | r262
v ST L. | TgP2 | agd | T.g03 | 525 | 1427 | T8 | b4 | 300 | 1522 | LAFG | 150 | LR

1951 Mar. Qir.p1 337 {1,363 | 1375 | 1,372 )0 315 § 1,343 138G | rozes J o300 | rarg | L1336 f,382
o dune 0300 |16 | 1425 | naeo [ 0350 | 1,306 | rass Jazzz | naze | 1500 | a8 [ tare
5 Soph, L, | 1,488 [ 1,526 | 1500 [ 1.550 | Lgq2 | Taas [ v0eg [T oqos | 1G24 | 10g7 [ 1588 | 1600
W e L L 1br3 | 1,687 | 1,607 | 1,744 | 1,501 | 5,676 | 1,600 | 1,579 | 1670 | 1,723 | 1,662 | 1,602

{) See tootnots {a) on page 10, (b} Charters Towers. (e] Warwick. (#) Sos fooinote (M on page 10
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““BY Series Retnil Price Index-Numbers : Thirty Towns—continued,
{Base of each Group {a) + Weighted Averngetof Siz Capite) Cilies. 1923-27 = 1,000.)
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TTASMANEA, | §g §
5= | s
) TTTE T == | >
Period. | s | N g | £ | % g I
ee | o = = g |Bes ; 2 X g 2 |Tee]| 3= |BES
‘318 5 2| 2| = j285] £ £ £ 5 t |2%E| £3 |E2F
s818 2 5 | 2| 3 (253 £ | E | E | 8| & |®5%| 88188k
SEIEEE & 5 v e = - 5 F 1 cfo] Ex 1258
Shlmgal 2 | 2 ' g igeal =1 31 81 21 & gl 22 128a
Grogr IL—Fooh ANG GROCERIRS.
Nor. 1ot4 . Y .. .. .. .. .. [%:33 .. . .. 641
W T92% .. | 009 1,020 10590 1,049 | 1,031 | 1055 {1,027 as8 | 1,108¢| oabd| 0y o 99 954
Vear i939 . w38 [1002 | o7z | 967 917 | 93r| 923 era | g4z | 933 jLer | oz5 | 9271 931
w  T944 .. | 1,656 {1,080 11,066 1,036 | 1,005 | 1,066 | 1,035 988 | re3e | 1,020 y13s [1.023 | 1,026 | 0.029
W s .. L1000 1001 1,060 (1,043 | 1084 {1,070 [ 1,042 905 | 1074 | 026 [ ne53 | rwegz [1,034 | 1,037
. 1046 o | 050 friiez jL,er3 | 1,057 (084 jLo70 |1,060 [1.008 12,648 1052 | 1,253 | 035 | 1,036 | 1,040
o 947 .. |vroa 230 |25 L1000 | 1,033 faes LT3z o9z el [0z [r23s | ez | L100 ] 1104
oo 1948 o rasn fra®r |rezve sy | nere fredz |ogeé | 1,273 fueer6 [1,e8e 1oz {ize3 | 1,256 | 1.260
o 1049 .. [ 1a37 | nsrn | 455 ) naa3 | Larn | g 105 | 1aso | Lo 1 a7 [ S6e (148 | L34 ] 1,309
v 1950 .. | nEe7 j 1,728 | n6i3 {1,610 1,636 | 1,608 | Lazy | 1.83¢ [ 1,582 | 1,602 [ 613 {1568 | §.506 | 1.570
T2 1,063 [ 2,105 | 1,005 | t,001 2,033 | a8 | 1002 | 2,026 | Ka0p | o008 206 [ 2oor | 2,041 | 2,048
1951 Mar. Qtr| 1,795 11,022 [ 1,814 | r805 | 1,840 L1805 1205 dnpee | azar [ oprr [ D3z |12 [ 1,790 | 1,795
o June ,, |1.904 |z.055 | 1,938 | 1,931 (1072 [ 008 fr8az {0 BaG ] 0 Ber | 0873 {0857 | 8 [1,925 | L9
w Bopt. L, P20 | o053 | 2080 fzoso ) zo03 [aegr ] 20e {2a0r | eagr |2y 2 253 |2 (136 J 2040
.- . fmray [ 2,286 | 2,078 p2aFR | 2,206 | 2,098 {2392 | 228z d o206 P2 2pf {ooago La2ed | 2311 | 2317
1951
Januvary 1,730 11 BBy 1 a980 1,771 {1807 | 1552 15707 b 5670 3,748 1,70 1 a72y [ asen 1,766 [ 1,759
Fabruary 7ol gtz | 1,816 Lo Bod | 18y5 | 808 {10 | 1,080 | 1,726 [ 1,780 | 1,728 |5 706 | 1,792 | 1,797
March 1,847 | v,06r {5,846 |1 837 | 1,895 [ 1,856 | 1. LT .y6a | r.rs6 | 1,822 | 1.829
April 1,886 [ 2,031 {1,914 | 1,001 | 10350 | 5,E08 1,821 |1 Bs3 | 1,882 [1.8988
May 1908 | 2057 | 6043 | 1,940 | 1053 | 1.5 CRoz 1803 P91 [ 1,918
Jnue 19t | 2,070 1057 {1951 L1093 Lyts | Toz7 1 1,983 { 1,986
July 1ag0 =130 |2 az5 | 2017 [ 2,002 2.134 {2,070 | 2,023 | 2,075
August 2020 | 250 [ 2,098 | 2052 [ 2,083 zof | zazr | 2,035 | 2,038
September . | 2,098 | 2,178 | 2.0f0 | 2,085 | 2,128 2.423 | 2,247 | 2,200 | 2.200
Ouctober . | 2,007 | 2235 | 2.024 | 2,020 | 2070 2307 | 2,250 | &,252 | 2.257
November a0y | z.251 {2,035 y2,48 {2073 2,301 | 2260 |1 2,346 | 2,351
December z.200 | 2371 ]2 206 [ 2,258 | 2,300 223 | 2.2Bs (2,336 2,342
Geoup IL.—Hovsing (4 AND 3-ROOMED HouUsga),(e}
Nov rgr4 .. 386 . e .. .. . 525 .. . b .. .. Gah ..
o ozt | 754t 378 | 6168 649 | 2po| roo | Byo | 626 | agqel zzedl o3 | o9 BIv | %23
Year 1939 .. a1 318 | 886 1003 [1,064 | ogre | e:z3 | B30 | B3} w63 | Bod | s3r )| 865 | 047
W T9§4 .. 886 [ 1,096 | 800 074 [1.050 | oz 932 861 850 sz | By Boj 976 956
w1043 .. 886 [ 1,017 8g0 a75 | 1,061 Q02 933 . [ ] 831 770 By 846 975 956
v 1996 L, BEA | 1,055 oo 280 | 1,064 904 936 86y d53 770 Hog Bulb 970 957
TV I #4r | 1,080 oo 81 | 1,06 o7 936 866 833 270 Bra 8oy a? 958
T %7. Bfo | 1,082 | o1y | 985 I,O()é ow | a9zr| &1 853 | 7w 315 | o 970 | 9GO
o 104G . 8035 | 1.0u% ot | o0 | 1,080 Q17 940 573 483 $73 d17 aa 982 964
.~ 19%0 . a6l | 1,126 96y [ r,028 | 1,004 920 a41 8§76 855 778 818 gob 987 968
1051 1,065 [ 1.180 | 1.282 | a0l | 1300 | o83 | 1048 | Logre gdr 275 851 j1ozs | 1LOOD 992
rg5t Mar. Qtr) 1.051 [ 2 143 1170 | 4,266 [ 1,303 | 1,068 | 028 | 1027 977 d50 851 Jrour 11,084 087
1 une ,, 1062 [ 391 [ 070 | eps | naeg | o8 | e51 | 031 sz 76 351 {1,027 1,007 990
o Sept. |17z | r1g0 [ 1,085 | 1238 | 5,205 | 001 | rest | 103z an3 833 ¢ 8s51 j1.0u FLOIO 993
w Dee. , reors tbrass | 1,085 | Lese | 1,317 | 1092 | Los? | 1,032 Y03 883 #51 | 1,031 714,018 996
GROUPS J-IL.—Foop, GROCERIES AND HOUEING.
Nov 1g14 .. vlo . . .. .. 030 .. .. . . .. 644 .y
PP 7T 7 I 916 9z8 Bo8b] g07 g1z o1 Grr 858 8150 bobd] By aLr 924 907
Year 1939 . 014 | 1,178 ash | ory goe | oad 012 Bh» 8ol Biig 933 pob 139 935
o 1044 oo | 887 (120 | oo |nom0 Loy |reoe | g9z | 936 | 958 | ou2o [rour | oy | 1004 | 994
P 1T & 000 | T,E28 1,001 | 1,005 | 1,072 {1,002 ool 043 @54 0q | L0034 ury | 1,609 ]1.003
. 9B | 5,136 {1,003 | 1024 | 1,093 (1003 |t,014 | 95k | g0 | 939 (1023 | oe2 | 1,000 | 1005
R [-7'% 017 | 1,170 {1,034 |Losd | 3,103 {103 |05 | oot | 1,000 o7t j 1,067 | o3z | 01,050 [i,045
w1048 L1o7 | 1,266 (1,031 (0048 | 1003 {x,0z2 §1,065 [ o0z 08 (1,098 [raya oegs | 0,045 | 1140
w1049 .. Fazzz | 13829 057 | fa2fe | nagrs | re2sy pooEs fonozz [ 1,eas | ey | nany | oresg | 0,230 1,226
» 195G 1,322 | 5,480 {1,358 | r,380 | 1,421 | 1,338 | 1,324 | t.27¢ f 1,205 | 1,283 | 1200 | 2,304 | 1,336 | 0,332
w1058 L | o8B | rr30 {1,673 | 1,670 L2s6 | 2623 | 1,620 | 1,634 [ 1,600 | 2,578 |1 586 | tahae 0,634 | 1,630
1951 Mar, Qbr| 1,501 [ 7,603 | 1,562 | rosse [ 1,632 | 050d [ Theas F 446 [ 5.433 | ratt | 1,388 [rgg0 | (480 | 0,476
wo June o, | xsyz 1,713 | 1638 | 2,631 [ rror | 1387 f 160 [ 1,555 | 1,505 [ 1,430 | 1472 | 1\550 | 1,563 | 1,559
w Sepb L )rbas et [0 | 5,728 | 078y | 0661 [ r60q [ 1,714 | 1,685 [ 1,666 | romor | 1,708 0,692 |1 GBE
wo Bee . Bayrs | o858 | 0,78g |t 8oy | pB6r farrr | oo a8 | oere {028 | ozBe | 1,780 0,800 | 0,797
(a) See footnobe (a} on page 1o (b} Midland Junctlom.  {e} Zechan,  {d) Boaconsfield. () See fontnote (4} on puge 10
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I
§ 8. Retail Price Index-Numbers, 200 Towns.

To supplement the b mi'ormat.lon collected monthly for the 30 towns
specified in the ptecedmg pages, a special investigation into prices in
70 additional towns was undertaken in November, 1913. This investigation
was repeated in November, 1914, and again in November, 1915, when the
mumber of additional towna was increased to 120, In November, 1923,
the number was further, jncreased to 170, Information in regard to prices
obtained in November of each of the years 1923 to 1942 related, therefore, to
200 towns. After Ig42, collectlon of returns of these prices was Qiscontinued.
The results of the first mvest:gat:on were publisked in Labour Bulletin No. 5
(pp- 26-33), and details respe(,tmg sucoeeding investigations were incorporated
in the Labour Bulletins and Reports issued subsequently by this Burean.

::w[

[
"Ly

§ 9:i.Changes in the Regimen.

1. General —Since the original compilation of retail prlce indexes hy
the Bureau in 1912, the Tegimens of the several Groups and Sections have
undergone some modlﬁcuhons, with the object of improving the indexes
as measures of the varmtlons in retail prices in individual towns, ar hetween
the many towns coveredi ‘and in the weighted average of all towns or the
various combinations thereof These modifications are briefly as follows :—

(i) Food and Gfocemes —Tlie regimen for food and groceries, originally
introduced in 1912, was ‘based upon the relative consumptlon of the veara
1906 to 1910, and the first revision was made in September Quarter,
1932 and was based on bhe relative consumption of the years 1927 to
1929. The regimen in nse np to that' date wilt be found on page 13 of
Labour Report No' 23.“‘A second rovision took place in Septemher
Quarter, 16936, as part Of the gencral revision of the regimen hy the
Conference of Statisticians of April, 1936. The main features of this
revision are referred to in para. 2 helow.

(1) Housing.—The housing constituent of the regimen has also been
revised. Originally the pentals of all houses from “ 3 rooms and under
to ““ 8 rooms and over 'swere tabulated, and they were continuvously nsed
in the " A 7 Sertes Index (food and rent of all houses) frem 1912 to 30th
June, 1938, when this serics was discontinued. They were also used iu
the “C” Series Index yp te and inelnding the year x924.  From the
following year rentals of 4 and 5-roomed houses only were used in the
“(” Series Index, and N the same year they were combined with food
and groceries to form the B " Series Index.

Following on the resolutions of the 1936 Conference of Statisticiang
{see para. 2 bclu:w}, the rentals of 4 and 3-roowed houses in each ot the six
capital cities and “ second:” iinportunt town in each of the States (excepting
Wegtern Australia) bavegbeen determined on a somewhat different basis
(for convenicnce designated: the “ Census ™ basis) from that previously used.
For the six eupital citiesythis base was introduced into the indexes at the
December Quarter, 1936, und for the ““second ™ towns at the March Quarter,”
1937. The basis adopted.svas that of the average rents, as disclosed by
the 1933 Censas, of 4 and 5-toomnced houses oceupied by fully- emplcyed
wage and salary earners .n nll industrial groups with the exception of
“Pishing and Trapping,” * Agrieultural, Pastoral and Dairying” and
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“ Forestey,” brought up to the asbove-mentioned qnarters by applying
the percentage variations in remt since the 1933 :Ccnsus shown for cor-
responding houses at both periods in the rent rolls of the housc-agents.
At the same tie, these rent rolls were carefully reviaed, after personal
inapection of all houses included, to ensure a &;auﬂfactory saniple” of housea
gpon which to measure rent vartations futu.re Thus, the rent levels
having been established for the towns in questiolf, the rens rolls ceased ta
be used for the determination of the average rent from quarter to quarter,
and were used only for the purpnse of measuring tlle percentage vuriations
from quarter to quarter by means of corrcapondl]nﬂ houses in the rolls for
the current and the preceding quarter—the percentuge variations being
applied progressively to the basic averages frone the 1933 Census, ay explained
above. The new standard, so far as the thwns .in question are concemned,
afiected the indexes only in respeet of the relative levels of renta in bht.
different towns, and in respeet of their ahsolute height,

The “ Census " basis not heing generally applicabie to the ciren nstances
of small provinecial towns, on account of the great divermey of wverage
** quality 7 of houses, the levels, ag previonsly ‘détermined from o saaple
of houses selected by the house agentts in accordance with definite standards
oriinally laid downr, were continued in the inde¥es until such tine as the
rent rolls were complctel\« revised on the basls mentioned whove. The
revision was completed by June Quarter, 1939, but in the neanthme
ak each town was completed the rent lovel then" rea.ched on the old hasia
was estublished ns the base to which the percenbuge varintions diselosed:
by the rent rolls were progressively applied thereafter,

{iii) Clothing and Miscellaneons.—The regimen for clothing und
miscellaneous houschold requirements was originally introduced in 1921, and
the first revision was made in March Quarter, 1935. Details of the
original regimen were not published, but the revised regimen of 1g3s
appeared in Labour Report No. 2¢. A second revision took place in
September Quarter, 1936, as part of the general revision of the regimen by
the Conlerence of Statisticians of April, 1936 I'.l‘he main features of this
reviston are referred to In paa. 2 below, ‘-.n-no minor alterations have
since heen made in the regimen,

0

2. Revision of 1986.—The revision of the regimen by the Conference of
Statisticians of April, 1930, was of a comprehensive nature. The Resolutions
of the Conference are reprinted in Appendix XI.7of Labour Report No. 27..
This Conference not only recommended extensive revisions of the regimen
from which the indexes are compiled, but also considered methods of collection.
and t.ompllatlon As a result of its deliberations, and_suhsequt,nt discussions
by correspondence, many imyrovements and reﬁnemcnts were introdoced.

The changes in the regimen made bv this Conference comprized chiefly
the elimination or replacement of articles no fonger in demand. or which
experience hiad shown o be unsuitable media fcr the measurenient of price
variations ; the alteration of units of quantity ih certain cases to conlorm
with those in niost general use : the adjustmentiof the mass unit aliotted to
certain articles to bring them into accord with present-day consumption
habits ; and the re-adjnstment of the population and huuwschold weizits
a.ppl:ul.b]t, to the several groups and sections ofuthe reginen in accordunce
with the results of the 1933 Census. Definite: gra.deq or qualities were
also established for each article in the regimeny to ensure that quotutions.
shonld be given, as far as possible; for the pame drticle at all times and in.
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ali places, and expert field officers were appointed o collect, personslly,
prices to the standard qualities luid down. Tioproved metheds of colltecting
and weighting average house rentals were also adopted (see pura. 1 (if)
above}. ‘-"-'

3. Method of Effecting Changes.—Changes of the nature meutioned are
commonly made in pfice indexes without seriously impairing their
continuity. In accordance with ecstablished principles of procedure in
changing the regimen (see.Labour Report No. g, Appendix L, Pact II.,
patas. 14 and 18), the general level of the index is taken as determined
by the old regimen for the quarter in which the chunge is made, and the
new regimen is used to measure variations in the price level after that date.
The lml\lng up of the index-numbers on thie old and the new basis is effected
by the usual method of requat.:ng the rcspcctne weighted aggregate costs
of the old and the new regimens in the six capital cities.

There are two methdds of cffecting this, us follows :—Up to Fuue
Quarter, 1942, all such ch.mges were made by equating the new aggregate
of the section embodying the changes to the former aggregate. ‘Fhis course
was adopted when items were added to or omitted from the regimen, and
when a change was madd’in the standard of uny item.  From September
Quarter, 1042, however, ‘all chanrrw of "tandard wero effiected by an
appropriate adjustiment of the * mass untt. ” or *“ weight " so as to preserve
the peccentage weight which the item carriccl in the aguregate from time
to time, and wherever possible the ** weight ” of any item dropped from the
regimen waa transferred to an article of a similar nature which would serve
as a mqre approprinte medium for the measurement of the vaciations of the
article dropped than the remaining items of the section. the * mass unite ™
of which under the formersprocedure in effect were proportionately increased
to carcy the aggregate of the item dropped, or reduced to admit A new itewm
added. (See also para. 3 on pages 15 and 16.)

. 38 .

4. Continuity of Indexes.—While the above invalves no break of
continuity in the index-numbers for the six capital cities a8 a whole, upen
the basiz of which all such changes are eflected, slight alterations of the
relative positions of individual towns are inevitable on account of the
alteration of former standards. The eflect, however, 15 more noticcable
in the group index-numbers than in those covering a combination of groups,
wherein the losses and gains tend to balance out. Thus, in comparing gronp
index-numbers for individoal towns in respect of periods including the
dates of change referred fo in paras. T to 3 above, the following considecations
should be kept in mind 1~

(6) Food and Grocerics—These index-nmnbers are substantinlly com-
parable throughout the period up to June Quarter, Ig3z6.
From and including September Quarter, 1936 the index-numbers
for individual towns are comparable with each other, but are
not strictly so with those for previous quarters.

(b) Housing.—No change wag ever made in the method of culeutating
the rentals of  All Houses”, and conscquently these index-
nuinhers were comparable throughout the whole period of their
existence.* In regard to rentals of bouses of 4 and 5 rooms,
however, the index-nminbers for individunl towns are comparable
with each other up to June Quarter, Ig36. In September

* The tabulatinn of the ™ & ** Seriew Tndex, for nhich these ronis m;rc wied, was discontinued after
the igsue for June Quarter. 1935
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Quarter, 1936, & change was made injthe methods of averaging
and weighting the data from house-agents, which gave rise to
slight dispurities not due to rental ,fluctuations, and rendered
the rent figures for individual towns not strictly cuwparable
with those of former periods. The change, however, thercafter
made the index-numbers for any one town more comparable
with those of other towns. In-~IDecember Quarter, 1936,
the rent tabulations in the two pringipal townz of euch Stuawe
were placed on an entirely new basis, which rendered them
incoinparabie individually with average rents of previous periods.
This change was niso introduced with:the object of making the
index-numbers for the principal towns more comparable intzr se
in any given quarter (see para. 1 (ii) above),

(¢) Clothing and Miscellaneous.—T'he index-nuinbers for individual towns
up to and including 1934 are comparab]c with those for previous
petiods.  Those for 1935, and the M*u‘ch and June quarters of
1936, are comparable for those penods, but not with the index-
numbers of former or subsequoent perlods From and including
September Quarter, 1936 the index-numbers for individual
towns are suhstantially comparable. ‘\pth each other, both from
quarter to quarter and from town to town, but for individual
towns they are not sbrietly contingous with those of previous

periods, -

5. The Regimen under War Conditions.—Between the comprehensive
revision of 1936 and the outbreak of war in 1939 changes in conditions did
not require uny appreciable revision of the regimen or mass units of items
therein, The adjustments made in 1936 had brought the basis of the index
‘“ up-to-date " in the sense that it conformed reasonably closely to normal
pre-war usage. Although the effects of the war produced some variationa
from normal consumption in 1940 and 194I7cit was not until rgq2 (as
explained in § 2 (3) of this Chapter) that fundamental changes began to
oceur. Aa there explained, the years 194271943 and 1944 preduced
temporary changes of s far-reaching character which, if permanent and
stable, must have necessitated fundamental refadjustments in the regimen
and mass units of the index. I3ut the resultant-changes in the index would
have been so extensive as virtually to create alnew index which would not
have been continuously comparable with the “ € " Series Index as compiled
either pre-war or pest-war, Consideration oftthe matter led to the con-
clusions— ik

(i) that it was desirable to continue the ‘(" Series Index substan tially
oun its pre-war regimen in order to ensure continuity of com-
parizon of price movements on a clearly defined basis ;

(ii} that it was impossible to reconstruct.the “C” Series Index to take
account of Tecurrent temporary departures from normal con-
sumption. ina

6. The Regimen since 1945.—The “ C " Séties Retail Price Index was
reviewed at conferences of the Commonwealth Bhd State Statisticians in 1949
and 1950. The resolutions of the 1949 Conference were reprinted on page
157 of Labour Report No. 38. Those of the 1§50 Confevence were reprinted
on page 16T of Labour Report No. 39.% Thé Conference of British Com-
monwealth Statisticians held in Canberra in November, 1951 considered the

* Rewolution (g} of the 1050 Conference concerning the price of milk has not yeb been applied, and s
the subject of further enquiry during which movement in the price of this stem i3 taken fnto account on a
baais consistent with that applying eince 1036,
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subject of Retail Price Indexes more widely and paragrapls 57 40 79 of the
Report of thet Conderence on this subject wre reproduced as Section V. of the
Appendix to this Report {see page 160).

I connexion with these conferences nnd subseguent to thew, the coin-
ponents and construction’ &1 the “C 7 Series Index have heen the subjoct
of close exammation by the Commonwealth Statistician with the assistance
of State Statisticians.  No™post-war normal pattern of consumer expendisure
has yet emerged.  On the contrary, some marked short-term variations in
the pattern continved mto.1952. Consequently the weights in the Tndex
have not been revised norghas the list of itens in it been extended,  Since
1948, however, prices havg,been 1egolarly collected lor about 100 additionai
items not included m the Index, and more reeently prices hase been collected
for more than one type of the main iten:s in the clothing growp of the Index.
Concurrently estimates of consumption of individual itens of tood have been
made annnally {and in some cases quarterly) snd annual and  gearterly
data ag to aggregate retaui snles, by groups of items, have been 1ecorded.

‘Checks and test indexes made on the basis of these data indicate that the
aggregate “C 7 Series Retal Price Index has remained reasonably relinble
within its definition. The_group indexes may require quabfication in some
instances 1n respect of shovt-term comparisons. Preliminary action has
heen taken towards comnlation of o broadly based consumer tvpe of retail
price index along the lincs disoussed at the Conference of British Comrnon-

wealth Btatisticians. N
e d

€ 10. Retail Pric;:}l:ndexes .and Basic Wage Variations.

i Two distinct proceduréé'_are adopted by the Commonwealth Court of
Concilistion and Arbitration in fixing and varying basic or living wages
as follows :—

(i) the Cours pcnodlcally fizes the amount of wage in the light of
evidence subm:t‘.tcd by parties appearing before it.  Such-evidence
usually covers a ‘wide range of facts as to economic conditions ;

{ii) having determined the amount of basic wage the Court further
determines whether or not it shall be subject to automatic
adjustment for- ?ha.nﬂcs in price level and, if so, by what methed
such svariation shall be made. This agein is decided in the
light of evidencé.and of representations by the parties concerned.

The "“C" Series Index :s used by the Court to derive the “Court ™

series of retail price mdex-n]umbels upen which the basic portion® of ‘the
wages prescribed in wwards, 1z varied antomatically for changes im price
Ievels quarterly, half-ymuly or yearly. These are commonly veterred to as
** cost of living ad]ustments . although in fact they relate only to that part
of the elunge in cost of I@vmg which is «due to variations in prices.  The
Court itself detor:nines frony time to time at public sittings the amount of
the basic wage, hwving reg‘u'd to evidence subsvitted in rebation to obher
aspects of ** cost -of ‘||v1ngr and other relevant congiderations. In fixing
the amount of the busic wagc the Court Jdocs not have regard to either the
regimen used in compiling thg refail price index or the cost of aucl) reghen.
The regimen of the index wund nat ‘he snited to such a purpose.
The coesiderations upon)which the basic wage is fixed are set out in
successive judgments .of the; Court.and briefly summariged in Chapter 111
4§ 4) -of this Report. -On .this matber, reference should he made to the

'* The * needs ™ portien onl)r_}:yvas adfustable feom Jily, 1937 to Poerunber, 1950,
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Bagic Wage Judgirents of the Court, particulanly those of 1934, 1937,
1941 and 1950%, and to the general statement of principles sct out in the
judgment on the * Munition Workers' Cuse” of 1943.7 Cettain State
industrial tribunals use the index-numbers directly for automatic or quasi-
automatic adjustment.of the rates of wages determined by them as tribunals,
while some State tribunals have regard to the index-numbers and other
factors in considering what “ cost of diving ™ wartations they should make
in rates of wages. '

The use of indexes by wndustrial anthoritics"for purpeses of adjusting
rates of wages for changes in price levol is a practice of ong standing, dating
in the ease of the Commonwealth Cowrt of Coneiliation and Arbitrution,
for exunmple, back to the year T9r3. The thibunals form therr own
judgment as to the relevance of the indexces to their parpuses, and periodtoally
bear the representatives of employers and employees on the issues involved,
including questions as to whether the index is satisfactory for the purposcs
to which it is applied by the tribunal. In such proceedings the Statistician
or his officors are called zt times as witnesses on questions of faet and
technical matters relating o the indexes. ot

The automatic adjustments in wages prcscnbed in awards of the Court
on the busis of retail-price lnde.\ numbers are,sometimes referred to ng
* cost of living adjustmenta” and the iudex is popular]\ referred to as a
Y cost of living index . Tbhis ac times crcutua mnscon(,cpt.lom ag to the
nature of the retail price index since the term ** cost of living ”* connotes not
only change n cost of living due to changes in prices, but also changes in
cost of living due to changes in standard of living. Beyond that, use of the
term  cost of living ”* index sometimes creates the erroncous impression that
the retail price index purports to embrace all t;,h;xt sheuld be included i a
desirable %t.m(lald of living. As pointed out  n parn, 4, page 3 of this
chapter, the *“ € Series Index is a 1ctail prige index of specific meaning,
As there indicated the regimen or list of items, on whicl the index is hased,
13 representacive of w high proportion of the e\pcmhtmc of wige-carner
households. White ths statement remains hro(xdlx brue, i relatos {in the
circumstances of 1951 and Ig52) more spectfically to w Liat may be termed
the basic wage portion of wage-carnet expenditiies.  The mdex s hitherto
been used by industrial fribunats to provide d.lllh‘n]l}“' ic adpustments in the
basic wage itself and, until December. 1650, m4 basty wage which did not
VAry vory mch in real terms of pmclw-mw ]\0\\0: n relatien to © €7 Series
units. 1 1950 and especially in 1951 various fuctors pmdx ceel botd a bteep
rise in prices and an inereasingly wide dispe ;ion of price movements as
aflecting consumer expenditvres on items wibltm and without the index.
A'lthou;ah the rige 1 some prices becane loss u.i.-(l.lltl wted in 1052, digpurate
price moverents continued. There moese concurrrently a tendency to assume,
without inquiry, that the mdex (constiuctdd”® ]mmaul\ lo measure the
ineidence of price changes on expenditures from incomes at ot about basic
wage level) is equally applicable to such diveife matters as measuring the
changing ncidence of price variations on '-lu_on{l*u) or marginal portions
of wages, on total wages or on tetal incomes m grougs considerably higher
fhan the busic wage, and even on Imone) Pilements in some business
transactions. White such assumptions may BE reasonably relinble dwmiing
periods in which all prices tend to move to%t.lle,r they should not he made
at any time without due inquiry and p(m:culmly not n periods when price
movements are very marked and are subject t9 witle disq.orsion.

s a3 AR, 1 d44, 37 CAR, P58y g3 CAN, D g, GEOAK. p 58 t 5eCAR . 1ol
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The following is a brigf statement of the indexes considered or used by
the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration from time to
time 1—

() ‘4’ Series Index —The “ A Heries Index covers food and
groceries and the rent of all houses, with the year 1911 as the base (1,000).
This index was first compiled in 1912, and 18 available yearly for
the six capital cities from 1go1 to 1911, and quarterly for 30 important
towns of Australia from gtz to June Quarter, 1938, after which it was
discontinued.

‘I'he Commonwealth Cfmrt of Conciliationn and Arbiecation adopted this
Index in 1913 to determine the relatawve basic wage for towns throughout
Australia, and to viry what is popularly known as the “ Harvester ” Bagie
Wage of rgoy—the wage-'{42s. per week f(:r Mclbourne) deelared by Mr.
Justice Higgins to be sufficient to meet the “ normal ueeds of the average
employee, regarded as aMlinman heing, living in a civilized community.”
For this purpose the bade'index-number (1,000) of the series was selected
by the Court as equivalent' to a basie wnge of 48s. per week. This index
had very little application.after May, 1933, because of the adopiion by the
Conrt successively of the:s 17 Series Index at that date, the “ Q" Series
-Index in May, 1934, and the * Court ” Series Index in July, 1937.

(ii) “B” Series Index.—The “B” Beries Index covers food and
groceries and rent of 4 ;and 5-roomed houses, with the prices ruling in
the years 1023-1G27 o8 thdc base (1,000), and is actually the food and rent
constituent of the * C” Series Tndex deseribed in (i) below, This index way
first compiled in 19253, and is available for the six capital cities for the vears
1907 and 191X, and for th¢ month of November of the years QL4 to 1020,
and quarterly thereafter fm‘ the 30 inportant towns of Austraha. It was
designed to replace the A Serios Index but was never used in conunexicn
with the adjustiment of wages by Tadustrial Tribunals. This reries appears
on pages 28 to 31 of thrs Report.

(i) “ € Series Index—The “C” Series Index covers food and
graceries ; rent of 4 and §:;roomed houses; clothing (inan, wife and three
children); household drapery, bousehold utensils, fuel, lighting and ofher
tniscellaneous items, with ithe prices ruling 1n the years 1923-1927 as the
bate (1,000). The regimen: is published in full on pages 1T to 13 of this
Report. e

This index wuas constriéted as the result of the recommendations of the
Royal Commission on the Basic Wage, 1920, and the regimen adopted was
substantially that of the “ Indicator ™ Lists of the Commission with periodical
adjustments as explained in*this chapter. It was first compiled in 1921 and
is available for the month of-November for the stx capital cities for the years
1914 to 192X, quarterly for thiese cities from June Quarter, 1922, and quarterly
for the 30 important towns from March Quarter, 1925 to date.

The index was not usedsin connexion with the variation of wages until
its partial adoption by the Commonw ealth Court of Conciliation and
Arhitration in May, 1933, iwhen the Court introduced the “D*' Series
Index explained below. In its judgment of 17th April, 1934, the Court
adopted as from 1st May, 1934, the ©* C” Scries Index as the sole basia for
the adjustment of thc wagés declared in the judgment, for whick purpose
the Court equated 2 ““ needs ” hasic wage of 81s. per week to the base index-
number {I923-27 = 1,000) of the sertes. In its jndgment of 23rd June,
1937, the Court adopted t.hls"mdex 88 the basis of the “ Court ™ Index (First
Series) for the adjustment of ‘the “ needs  portion of the Court’s new basic
wage (see (vii) below),

T
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{iv) “D” Series Indez—"The D 7 Scries Index 19 a combination of the
“A” and “ C” Series Indexes, and was introduted by the Commonwesalth
Court of Conciliation and Arbitration for the adjustment of wages of those
employees who were subject to the full 10 per cent. reduction in real wages
determined by the Court in January, 1931. It” came into operation from
18t May, 1033.

The index had for its base the “A” Serieé"lndex for each town for
December Quarter, 1929, which was varied according to the vutio of change
indicated by the ““ C ™ Series index-number for the whole of 1929 and the
eorresponding ‘* C” Beries index-number of the, t-own for the quarter for
which the adjustment was to be made. 1t will thus he seen that, whereas the
“D 7 Series Index for each town from Decembel Quarter, 1g2¢ Huctuated
in the same way as the ** C " Series Index for thé same town, the relutionship
of different towns was that of the * A ™ Series Index for Deccmber Quarter,
Igzg, slightly modified by the difference in movement botweon the “ A ™
Series and the ** C”* Series Indexes for each town gince that quarter.

This Index was superseded as from Ist Muy,:1934, by the judgment of
the Court referred to under ““C 7 Series Index. The index-numbers of
this series were published in Appendix VIIL of: Labour Reports Nos, 24
to 27,

. [

(v) Food and Groceries.—The regimen of food and groceries is =
component part of each of the series of retail pricé index-numbers mentioned
above. Details of the regimen will be found on page 1r. This index
was first compiled in IgIz and is available yearly for the six capital citiea
from 1goI to 1911 and monthly for the 30 1mportant towns of Australia from
1912 to date. An index computed from the prices of food and groceries
only was for & time used for the adjustment of old-age and invalid pensions,
and also for the adjustment of the wages of menibers of the North Australian
Workers’ Union above the 2oth paraitcl of South Lititude. Both these adjust-
menis were later effected by means of the ** C ™ Berica Index, but the pro-
vistons for the adjustiment of pensions were repe.alod as from 6th April, 1944.

{vi) The * 200 Towns” Series.—This series was tabulated for the month
of November ench year in respect of 200 of the more important towns of the
Commonwealth. Up to November, 1936, it covered the cost of food and
groceriea combined with the rent of 4 and of §:rcomed houses respectivelv,
but thereafter the tabulation was limited t¢ food and grocerics only.
This table has been used mostly in discussions of suitable relative rates for
country towns, but the index-nwmbers have notybeen directly employed by
industrial tribupals in this connexion, -The basé.of this table is the weighted
average cost of food and groceries in the six capital cities in 1923-27 = 1,000.
This series was compiled for the month of Ndvember for cach vear from
1913 to 1542, when tabhulation wag discontinued: It was originally confined
to TOO towns, but was mmereased to 150 in 1915, -and 200 in 1g23. A reference
to these index-numbers wibl be found on page 32.

{(vil) The ““ Court” Index.—The * Court » “Indox was created by the
Conumonwenlth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration in its basic wage
judgment of 23rd June, 1937, and oporated-"from Tst July, 1937. Ita
purpose was to provide a set of index-pumbers which would be published
by, and under the direct coutrol of, t.lw Court.. Tt was ereated pomarily
for the purpose of removing conditinns vluch tended to engender the
impression that the Connmonwealth Statistlcmn wus i some way responulble
for the fixation and adjustment of wage-rubes. Its introduction has the
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added: advantage of enabling the index-numbers to be specially numbered
in the manner most convenient for adjustment purposes, and of enabling
the Statistictan to change the base of his index-uumbers without upsctting
the wage and a.djustmcnt provisiuns of the Court’s awards. There have
been three Series of the ' Court ” lndex and the base of cach Scries has been
related to the ©* G Beries Index (Base 1923-27 == 1,000). For cach Scries
this velationship has been so determined that the weekly amount in shillings
of basic wage (' needs ” basic wage n the case of the First and Second
Series) as subsequently adjusted for changes in price level, shall equal the
“Court ’ Series imdex-number acvordmg to which it is adjusted. (A
“ Court " Beries index-number ending in .5 or more is regarded as the next
higher number for this purpose).
Particulars of the three ** Conxt ” Index Series are as follows :—

(@} The “ Court ” Index (Wirst Sertes) (Base 1923-27 = 81.0). This
index operated fronv st July, 1937, and a description of its
construction is given on page 36 of Labonr Report No. 34.

(6) The “Court” Index (Second Series) (Base 192327 = 87.0). This
index operatod from Ist December, 1046, and a description of
its construction is given on page 38 of Labour Report No. 38.
For a table of index-numbers under this Beries lor 1950 see
Bection IV. of the Appendix to this Report.

(¢} The © Court ” Index (Third Series) (Base 1923-27 = 103.0). On
23redl November, Ig50,. the Court announced that the mew
basic wage (1.c., the “nceds” portion plus. & standardized
“prospenity 7 loachng plus an additional 20s.), to operate
from the beginning ot the first pay-period in Deccwnber, 1950,
would be adjustabie, az from Febreary, 1051, in accordance
with the ©* Court ” Index (Third Scries). This ““ Court ” Series
15 constracted (ses (vii), page 81) by multiplying the “ €7
Beries index-ninnber (on 1923-27 base) by the factor 0.I03.
The result to the first decimal place (as it stands) is the
corresponding * Comt ” (Third Scries) index-number, which,
as explained above, expresses in shillings the amouat of basic
wage as fixed by the Cowt lov that index-number—with the
proviso that any decinial point of .5 or more shall be regarded
as the next higher number of shillings in the automatic adjust-
ment scale.  © Coure  (Third Series) index-numbers ave shown
m Bection TV, of the Appendsx, and o Ready Reckoner ™ for
the weekly basic wage equivalents of © Court ™ (Third Seriesy

‘ and “ 0% Serics index-numbers 1s shown at the end: of the
following section (see next page).

§ 11, Scales Used for Automatic Wage Adjustment.

Tl {ollowing table shows the automatic scales of quarterly, half-yearly
or yearly adjustment adopted by the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation
and Arbitration in accordance with its sunouncement of 23rd November,
1950. As indicated in the preceding scctiow, this antomatic adjustment
scale iz applied to an amonnt of hasic w age fixed by the Court after hearing
evidence and argument by representatives of employers and employees
covering a wide range of relevant factors (primarily relating to  capacity
of industry to pay " and general cconomic conditions). The amonnt of
wage shown constitutes the hasic wage payable,
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Automatic Scales for Quarterly, Half-yearly or Yearly Adjusiment of Basic Wage.*
{As wdopted By Commonwealth Court of Coneilintion and” Arbiteation. 230 Novembor,
rgsooand operative as from Fehruary, 19571.)

f Baais—
{a} ¥ ¢ Senies Index.—Index-number 1,000- (Bass 1923-27) == 1038. per weck
{18. = 9.708738), or £209 per snnum {£1 = 3.717472).1
(5) ** Court * Index (Third Series},—** C * Series index-niber 1,000 (Base 1923-27)
=** Court ™" Index: {Third Setics) index-number 103.0. (One ““C™ Series
“point " = 0.103)

Index-nuenber Divisions, Todex-punber Divisions.
Wago Wagre
* Q™ Setieg * CGourt ' Tndex per Week. * 0 Beries * Court " Tndex per Week.
Insdex, {Ihird Berics), Index. (Third Berles).

£ s d - £ s d,

16071410 105 5-160.4 E O o 1957=1006 . 20r0.5-202 4 | 10 2 o
16157-1626 | 166, 5-107.4.1 8 7 © 19651975 .. | zo2.6-208 4 | 10 3 o
1627-1635 . 1h7.5-168.4 | 8 § o 1976-1G85 . 203.5-204.4 | 10 4 ©
16301645 . | LGR. 5-TGOL4 | B 4 o 1980G-1593, . 204.5-205.4 | v & ©
1640-1655 . | 160.5-T70.4 | S 10 © 1906-21004 205.5-200.4 [ 10 6 o
phgG—6hs L | 150 5—0F1.4 11 o 2005201 4 200.5=207.4 [ 10 7 0
PEOG—T1607 4 171.5=172.4 81z o 2015-2024 . | 207.5~208.4 | 10 B o
hyg—163y .. | T72.5-173.4.1 § 13 «a 2D25-2033 .. | 208.5-208-3F | 10 g O
1655-1604 .. | 173.5~174 4 19 0 20342043 .. | 20y F-IE.4] 1O 0 a
1605-5703 . | 174.5-175.4 | 815 o 2044-2033 .. | 210.5-211.4 | 16 TL G
1704=-1713 175 5=1760 4 [ 3106 o0 20542063 21t.5-282.4 | 10 12 ©
17141723 .. | 176.5-177.4 817 o 20D4-~0072 . 2012.5=-213.. | 10 i3 ©
1724-1733 .. | 157 s=178.4 | 818 o 2073=2082 | 213 5-214.4 | 1014 ©
1734-1742 . 178.6-179.4 | 819 o 2083-2002 . | 2i4.° 4| 1015 o0
1743-1752 .. | 170.5-180.4 | 90 o o 2003-2101 . 215 3 4| 016 o
r753-1702 . | 180.5-181 .4 a I o 2102-2111 . 270 .4 | 11017 o
1703-1771 . | 18+.5-182.4| 9 2 o 2orz-2IA .. | 207 FEEBLELEE:
t772-1781 . | 182.5-183.4 0 3 0 2122-2131 . LN 411019 ©
r#8z—17ar .. | 183.5-184.4 o 4 © 2132-2140 . 2L 411 o 0
1792-1800 .. | 134.5-185.4 9 5 0 2141-2150 .. | Fzp.e PR I NI
18011810 .. [ 185.5-186.4 | o O o 2T50=21660 .. | 221 ¢ 4l 20
1811-1820 | 136 51874 | ¢ 7 o 2rn-z100 . | 222.5-223.4 | 11§ o
18211430 .. | 187.5~-188 .4 9 % o 2LF0=2170 .. | 223.° 411 4 ©
1831-i830 . [ 188%.5-180.4 0 9 o° 2180-218¢ | 224" 54|31 5 o
1340=1540 .. | 180.5=-100.4 9w o 2140-2199 225.¢ Al 6o
r850-1354 . 190, 5-101 .4 91 2200-2208 .. | 226G, o4l 7 0
Rho—1808 .. [ 19T 5-192.4f O T2 © 2200-2218 . 227. 4l B o
18Cg=1878 . 192.5-103 .4 a0 13 0 22502228 .. | z28.5-22¢ 4 1 107 ¢ ©
1870-1833 . | 193.5-104.4 O T4 O 22202237 . 220.5-230.4 | 11 0 O
1880— 1808 104. 5195 4 015 a238—zay7 . 230.5-230.4 | 11 1t ©
1RGa-1007 15 5-10 g o oo 2298-2257 . 23T.5-232.4 | 10 12 ©
1008=10G17 . oh.5-107 4 [ 917 o 22582266 . 232.5-233 3 [ 1113 o
10581927 . 17 §=T08 4 g oo 2207-2270 .. | 233.5-234.4 | 1! 14 ©
1628-1936 .. 1 198571905 | 9 19 o f| =2277-2236 .. ] 234.5-235.4 | 11 15 o
10371946 .. | 199.5=200.4 | 10 O © 2287-2206 .. | 235.5-236.4 | 11 16 ©
Tog7-1956 .. | zoo.5-201.4 | 10 1T 22072305 .. { 23¢.5-237.4 | 11 19 o

* For * Court ™ (First Seriea) Bquivalents (Base = 81 0} aee Lubour Report No. 34.
page 38.  For “ Conet” (Sceond Senes) Equivalents (Base = 57 .0} ¢ Labour Report,
No. 18, page 40,

T Formulae for Construction of Tables—

(@) “ 0" Series.—Lot N = number of shilings in wage per weok. Then
9.708738 % (N — .5) 4 1. givea the first, and 9.703738 X {N.4 .5). gives
the second of the pair of numbera in the index-number division for N shillings.
Decimal fractions in result are to be disregarded.

{b) * Court ™ Series.—Each * C™ Beriea Index point = o.103, and each of the first of
the paic of index-number divisions for the ** C ** Series Index in tho above table
when multiplied by this factor gives to the first decimal place (as it stands)
tho first of the pair of index-nember divisiona for the * Court  Index (Third
Series)—from which the second of the pair becomes obviowa. (Nore.—All
“ Court " Beries index-numbers mugt be derived through their carresponding
* € " Series index-numbers.)

gl’nr general purposes, the Annnal Rate (in £') is obtalnable by multiplying the Weckty Rale
tin Shilfiugs} by 2‘6083?33 {ie., 523 {weeks) divided by 20 (shillinga),~a decimal poimt of 5 or more
hetug taken to the next higher £
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Both the amount of wage and the adjustment scale operate only until the
Conrt otherwise determines, and representatives of employers and employees
kave the right to approach the Court for variation of the wage or for variation
of the adjustment scale. As from February, 1951, the whole basic wage is
adjustable for wages varied according to the ** Court > Index {Third Series).
Under the First and Second Scries oely the “ needs ” portion was varied.

§ 12. International Comparisons : Retail Price Index~-Numbers.

The following tables give index-numbers of retail prices for various
countries. Except where otherwise noted, the average prices for the year
1948 are taken as base (= 100). The figures, which have becn taken from
the Monthly Bulletin of Statistics of the Statistical Office of the United
Nations, show flectuations in prices in each country, und do not measure
relative price levels as between the various countries included.

Tndex-Numbers of Retail Prices in varions Countries *
(Sonrce : Monthly Bulletin of Statistics of the Statiztical Office of the Gaited Nations,)

(Buse : 1948 = 100.)

- .
) W : .
E g be |3 5 - £ £
£ g |4 = 3 ] 3 3 3 3
5] = 2 o F1 7] 1 = =] o
- =] = o = = = [ - -
Town ar Nember 3ac Saan- 3omi-
of Localitice, 1 63 |platg, | 64 | glage @ 200 [ Culvo ] 32 ) 7| 120
1936 .- 7t 27 24 s 24 61 36 13 35 56
1940 .. .. 74 30 26 68 27 26 |(m) 40 15 37 L1
104F .. . 78 .. =8 7z AL g 10 18 a1 1
1942 . ‘e A4 .. 3z 75 n a2 G 21 2 7n
1943 .. .. a7 .- 37 76 45 93 86 24 76 By
1014 . . 87 50 H 50 04 G99 26 78 93
1545 - 47 . 62 77 35 o6 104 36 78 03
946 .. a8 [ip) 83 71 do 63 25 o2 37 85 9z
47 . - s 92 LH 2 87 8s o8 99 74 92 [(®) 0B
1048 . .- {14 on 100 1] 100 10D 100 {0 1] 100 [L11]
1949 . 100 07 o8 104 119 101 g 163 101 IO
1950 .. is 128 oG 104 107 137 167 104 133 h %) 102
551 .. . 146 105 113 11 167 [$21) g 148 169 119
16451— .
March Qtr 132 191 108 153 151 13 1z 144 105 104
June o e 192 105 1z [ $11 158 ey 113 146 1133 ITo
Sopt, PO 150 Tab 110 122 175 120 1y 150 o8 112
Dee e 158 1oy [EEN 123 185 12p 116 15 150 114

* The index-numbers v the above tabls are based on the rices of foad, hovaing, clothing and
miacellaneous items,

{a) New index splieed fo former index., (&) Based on fewer than twelve months,
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Index-Numbers of Retail Prices in ‘Varions Counntries*—continwed,
. {Base: 1043 = 100.)
. . = o : B, :
. & a : L = & be
g | 2| 5| |58 E |5, |2=2| 8% |8zl 2
zd | 3 E B ] a B84 | EE2| Ho |BEEl
Bz | a3 £ 8 |55 B |E5 (=28 22 |£:8] &
za | wa | = o || o |&3 |of<| od {282 5
B N I P P P I P I B s
1939 .. - 50 75 6 29 70 67 6z 62 l(a} 103 58 58
140 .. . 57 79 74 32 71 75 67 7o g 58 61
4l .. . o5 Bz 87 34 74 B3 758 73 124 7] 61
4T .. .. 70 8y 0z k) 75 0z B7 79 130 68 Gz
1043 .. - 2 a6 95 42 Bz 23 91 84 129 72 65
n4a .. o | 74 a8 96 48 86 03 9 87 130 73 68
043 . <o (8] Es 89 o8 54 88 93 03 8o 132 75 77
mgd .. . b e LT3 100 55 a1 03 L] gt 132 81 85
1947 .. . a7 93 1 ror 76 a3 o6 97 o5 (B} a4 23 98
1T I . 100 | 100 | 10D | 100 100 | 00 | 100 100 o { {00 | too
049 .. . 107 [edroz oo 115 106 102 1] o4 103 G0 105
950 .. . |4 109 107 |¢ [05 120 114 103 [(e} o8 ol fot 100 107
1950 .. . 170 119 122 142 Izx 110 102 116 rif 108 n;5
51—
March Qtr. .. 115 113 14 |- 139 Ty 115 100 13 o9y 107 106
Jume .o e 12z | 11§ 122 140 [ 120 | 120 | 102 17 14 91 to8 11y
Sept. PN Izt 222 126 | 142 2z £z3 103 iy 14 wh II4
Bee. - . 120 28 125 145 125 125 108 113 119 110 133

* The indcx-numhers

wiscollaneous jtems,

(¢) Base, 1037 = 100,
{#) New interien index; base, 1049 = 100,

former index.

() Baaed on fewer than twelve months

INDEX-NUMBERS OF RETATL PRICES OF FOOD,

in the above table nre based on the prices of food, housing, clothing and

(¢) Wew indcx sphoed to

- .
! : - g ; 8
. 4 -
§ B F € 1 3 £ 5 £ i | 5
<l = = ]
B P % E & 5 E 3 g | =
= & o 3] a o & = = a
‘Town of Number Bag San- . Bom-
of Localitlcs. 30 | paulo, | % | tlage. | 200 | Cnlte. 33 ) Puris by, 120
1939 .- ‘e 74 24 L$1 'oa3 oI 34 11 7 33 55
1940 75 25 5a 27 74 |y a7 13 8 kL] ]
1941 .. 25 28 50 31 ql 47 16 o 40 68
1042 .. 8z 31 05 41 a4 o, 10 o §2 76
1943 .. 83 36 67 48 a3 5 2L 3 72 84
I04d o+ Bz 47 Gy 52 a3 104 I 17 76 8o
1045 .. 82 5B 68 55 04 108 33 23 78 I
946 .. 83 74 72 64 94 103 52 39 91 9
47 ..t .. 83 88 82 86 08 a9 76 63 g9 (@) a7
48 .. e 1] 1] 100 100 100 100 100 100 [[1] LiL1]
049 .. 111 a9 304 115 o1 l{b) 10t 103 [{c) Ioo 10% 100
1950 .. 125 103 108 134 18 (¥ 1311 118 134 109 160
3951 362 30b 123 165 131 120 126 128 115 107
1951—
March Qtr. .. 143 102 116 150 127 178 175 121 113 100
June wooos 153 108 Tz2 133 124 1371 125 127 116 107
Sept. " 170 IT2 128 180 I30 119 176 128 113 100
Dee. . 184 111 128 193 131 123 129 136 b 110
{a) Now index spliced to former Index, (%) Based on fewer than twetve montha. (¢} New

index ; base, 1949 = 100,



a4 ‘Crarrer [,—Rrraiw Prices axp PRICE INDEXES.

Indox-Nuombers of Retail Prices in Varions Countries—eonfinued. -

{Base: 1048 = 100.)

INDEX-NTUMDBERS OF REVAIL PRICES OF FOOD—eonrinued.

PR \ I
. i - N [ 5 =, .‘
& = = et o a F
51 21 3 2% |8 | zea! 23 |g88 3
g2 1z3 | E | 2 | 85 Es 2kE| 28 [6%8] 2
wr | &g ) i z | % |ESe| ®3 [mE=; =
E A - - 3 | @3 | DE<| nd (B5H=] =
i - —_—
. N Mixi-
Town or Number y ,, Motk
of Loealitie, | S0 1 0 | 2| 33 Lamag s o3 9 3 |3 Poden.
ey,
9 . . 3 a5 76 &y 235 Oz 53 63 (e} 191 Vs 52
1910 - 3t 53 2] 21 28 63 6y i ni 48 54
L L77F 3r 63 8o af 32 (k) 68 7 70 121 50 34
1442 B 16 ey 82 100 15 71 87 77 i 4% 56
1543 . 0 70 B2 roz £ 74 r] 24 tn 66 6o
7 ¥ R .. 30 |{e) 72 83 102 15 7 a1 A3 121 fig e
1043 Grfied 74 | 33| ez | so| 78] oy o0 R
36 53 |ic) B3 493 04 54 81 g1 g2 122 76 g3
1947 . a5 91 89 | 109 74 38 ay o7 [{e) 04 2z 1 Loz
15449 . [[151] 100 100 1] 108 100 100 fon 100 100 [11F]
1910 . .- 0y 109 103 ] Lt 167 9 T3 s o 100
1550 ol [ a1 113 |b 10§ 134 121 [H Loo [1:0] 13 ay gr
In5: . T 121 130 123 150 I3 103 o 120 (D] 106
1951—
Mauch dur, . 13 L} 171 i 148 127 1oz [F%3 13 toz ah
Jume .- 110 123 127 128 145 132 102 [ih [ 108 R{N}
Hapt. . . 1209 125 133 131 150 3z 104 116 (3] 1o L1o
fhee - - 134 123 139 131 15% 132 195 1% 3% e j$11

{m) Mase, 1937 = oo

twelve months () New interinnimdex | Tase, 19040 = 100,

{1 New Index spliccd to former blex

(e} Bageal on fewer than

i=.



