COTLECTION OF INTORMATION AS T¢ RETAIL PRIGES. 1

CHAPTER L.—RETAIL PRICES AND PRICE INDEXES.

§ 1. Collection of Information as to Retail Prices.

The retail prices of the extensive range of commodities and services in
common demand {generally referred to as the * regimen ”) used in compiling
the All Items (“* C ” Series) Betail Price Index (see list ou pages 1113 bereof)
have been ascertained at frequent and regular intervals since 1923 for each
of the six capital cities and for 27 of the more important towns of Australia.
Comparable information is available for the month of November in each
year 19I4 to 1922 for each-of the six capital cities,

The retail prices of food and grocerios in approximately 200 towns through-
oub Anstralia were collected as at November of cach year from 1913 to 1942
when collection was dizcontinued.

Retail prices of food and groceries and average rentals of housen for
earlier years extending back to 190I were collected by this Bureau, and
in some cases have heen recorded by the Statisticians of various States aa
far back as 1864. -

The metheds by which prices used in the “C” Series Index are
ascertained and the measurcs adopted to ensmre their accuracy and
comparability are briefly as follows :—

(i) Representative and reputable retailers are selected for each city
and town covered by the index and each is required to
furnish information ag to prices monthly in respect of food and
groceries and quarterly in respect of other items. Prices for
each item arc obtained where practicable from ten or more
retailers in each of the capital cittes, and from five or more
retailers in each of the provincial towns. To cover all com-
modities in the regimen, collection is made from approximately
6o retatlers in each capital city and 30 in cach provincial
town.

(i) Information iz collected under authority of the Census and Statistics
Aet 1905-1940 which requires that mformation bhe supplied
accurately and promptly and ensures that particulers supplied.
by individual retailers will not be divulged to any other person
or Government authority. Penalties are provided against {ailure
to supply information, against supplying falsc information and
against fallure to answer truthfully any question asked by an
authorized officer in respect of the contents of any return,

(iti) The actual collection of returns is carvied out by qualified Field
Officers of the Commonwealth Burean of Census and Statistics
working under the supeorvision of the Btatisticians of the
respective States. These Field Officers have very wide powers
of investigation, including entry of premisez and inspection of
goods, records, ete.

{iv) The Field Officers not. only receive and check returns but visit the
retail shops concerned, whenever necessary, to obtain requisite
information. In respect of articles of clothing and the like

. where variation of guality may be considerable Ficld Officers
. are equipped with samples of the goods used for price comparisons,
In such cases the Field Officers visit every retwl informant at
each quazterly collection and personally inspect the relevant
goods and prices thereof.



2 CrarterR T.—RETAart PRICES AND PrIicE InDrxes.

(v} Before each quurterly collection Supervising Field Officers review
the standards of the whole of the items for which prices are
collected after making extensive inquiries among manufacturers,
wholesalers and retailers. These Supervising TField  Officers
periodically accompany Field Officers at their price coliections
and check their worl, This net only cnsures accuracy and
assiduity but ulso that all Ficld Officers werk on wniform lines
and that, as far as care and effort can make it possible, prices
for inentical goods and quality will be recorded b all times and
for all places. .

(vi) The list of items in the regimen end the standards thereof are
revised from time to time to keep them in harmony with changing
conditions. Where such changes become nccessary suitable
adjustment is made in computing the retail price index to ensure

. that it reflects changes in price with duc precision and that it
is not vitiated by the influence of other changes. (See «lso § 0,
p. 32 below.) Decause of rapidly changing conditions since 1948,
prices bave been ascertained for u large number of items not
embraced in the index and for an increasing number of types of
“regimen ” items, The purpose of this is to cnsure that the
index is kept representative and reltable within its definition.

{vii) Returnz of rents for unfurnished houses of four and five rooms

are made at the middle of each quarter by a representative

number {ranging up to 30) of house agents in each city and town
covered hy the ludex, for brick and wooden houses respeetively,
classified” acoording g0 number of rooms. These returns show
the weokly rental of 8 substantial vumber of individual houses
cach of which is selected by the Field Officer as suitalle for
inclusion in a sample designed to moeasere the quarterly rasio of
change in weekly rentals. The aim is to messure variations
equivalent to chunge in price for a constunt standard. The ratio
of change is uscd to vary basic average rentals derived from the
Census of 1933 and other records and was checked with the results
of the Census of 1947. Although expreesed in money terms,
the average rentals as published are essentinlly indexes. As
such they do not necessarily indicate ‘the average amount of
rental sctually paid for all rented houses, and still loss do they
indicate the rental at which vacant or new houses can be rented
(see footnote on p. 10).

§ 2, Retail Price Indexes,

1. General.—The basic principle of a retail price index is relatively
simple. It is to select commodities representative of the fickl to be covered
and to combine their prices at regular intervals in aecordance with their
relative importance in that field. The aim is to measure the degree of
change in prices for the sclected field taken as a whole.

In practice the application of this principle over a term of years presents
great difficulty by reason of the numerous changes which occur in the type,
grade and relative quantitics of many of the items coramonly used.

A full explanation of the methods adopied and an analysis of problema
mvolved s contained in the Appendix to Labour Report No. 9.



RpTain Price Inprxes. 3

Por convenience the group of selected items is called a “ regimen ”, and
the quantities consumed per annum of each item used in the index are called
“mass ubits ’ or * weights ”. Thesé terms are nsed herein. In compiling
the index the price of each item is multiplied by ite quantity “ weight™ and
then by its appropriate population or household * weight”’. The sum of
these products for all items at any given date represents an “ aggregate
expenditure . The * aggregate expenditures” for successive periods nre
converted into an index by denoting the aggregate of a selected or *“ base ”
period as 1000, and calculating all index-numbers to suach hase by the pro-
portions which their aggregates hear to thal of the base period. (See

par. 2, p. I3.}

2, Essential Features.-—-Apart from clear thinking, common sense and
sound arithmetic, the prime essentials in compiling a retail price index
are—

{a) that prices be accurately ascertained at regular intervals for goods
of constant grade and quality ;

(b} that the regimen be as representative as possible of the field to be
covered ;

(¢) that the welghts be in approximate propoztmu to quantities actually
used in the selected field.

3. The Regimen.—The regimen must be a selected regimen because it
in impossible in practice to ascertain at regular intervals prices of every
item of goods and services entering into household expenditure. Jven in
normal times there is considerable difficulty in ensuring that the selected
items are always a true sample. Some iteme which it would be desirable
to inelude muat be excluded because comparative prices cannot be accurately
ascertained for them at different times and different places. It is deemed
better to limit the regimen of the index to itemsa for which price variations
can be ascertained with reasonable accuracy than to distend the regimen
by including items for which price comparisons are necessartly inaccurate.
Similarly, many items of small aggregate or individual importance are
excluded. The regimen of the index therefore is not (a3 13 sometimes
erroneously supposed) & basic wage regimen nor yet is it a fall list of
component items in & standard of living. It does not imply that any
particular goods or any selected grades or quantities of these goods should
enter inte determination of a basic or living wage. In fact the regimen
used for the “ € Series Index is simply a selected list of items combined
in certain proportions for the purpose of mceasuring price variations. The
items arc representative of the fields covercd, and the proportious
approximate to these in average consumption so far as can be ascertained,

The regimen and.”* weights " used in the “ €’ Scries Index are published
- in full on pages 1T to X3.

4. Purpose of Retail Price Indexes.—Retail price indexes are
designed to mcasure the extent of changes in price levels only. While
they may be used as indicating proportionate variations in cost of a constant
standard of living, they do not measure the absolute cost of any standard
of living, nor the cost of changes in the standard of living. In other words,
thev measure as nearly a8 may be the proportionate change in the aggregate
cost of specified quantities and qualilies of the selected reginien of items
included in the index. The regimen is representative of a high proportion
of the expenditure of wage-earner households. (Sec top of page 37.}
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5. Effects of Abnormal Condifions on Indexes.—Under abnormal
conditions since 1940 searcity of certain types of goods, erratic supply and
changes of grades in common usc have treated nnusual difficulty in obtaining
the data necessary for measuring variations in prices. In some instances,
this has rendered it necessary to substitute now grades, qualities or types
of articles for those formexly wused as indicators of changes in price. This
has been the case more particularly in the clothing, houschold drapery and
household utensils sections of the regimen. Substitutions of similar kind
were necessary at times under normal conditions in order to meet changes
of fashion and usage. Such substitutions are not injurious to the index
provided the transitional difficulties can be solved as they arise. No change
n principle is involved. The index continues to measure, as accurately as
may be, price variations, and price variations only. Just as in the pre-war
pestod, those differences in prices which are solely due to substitution of
a new item for one whick has ceased to be available or in common use are
neutralized by taking the price of the old item as typical of price variation
in its class up to the time of substitution, and the prices of the new item as
typical of such changes in price thereafter,

In normal times, popular usage of items in general consumption changes
slowly and the weight of items and groups in the regimen is changed only
at long intervals. In sbnormal times, scarcity of supplies of some goods,
rationing and kindred factors actually produce short term chunges in usage.
The “ weights 7 applicable to the items in the regimen cannot, however, be
changed frequently and at short intervals. {See § g (5), page 35.)

§ 3. Various Retail Price Indexes.

Two main series of retail price index-numbers are compiled and shown
in some detail in the following pages, namely :—

(i} the “ B " Series Index rclating only to food, geoceries and housing,
continuously available from 1g07 ;

(i) the “ C” Series Index relating to food, grocertes, housing, clothing,
household drapery and atensils, fuel and light, and otber miseel-
laneous items of honsehold expenditure, continuously available
from IQI4.

The “B” Series Index comprises ouly the food, proceries and housing
sections of the ** ¢’ Series Index. Reference is made on pages 37 to 40
of this Report to the “ A’ Series Index and the “D” Series Index (which
are no longer compiled), the * Court ” Series Index and various other series
of retail priec index-numbers,

The “ ¢ Serics Index in fotal provides a reliable mensure of aggregate
variations in retail prices (as well az of group indexes for component sections)
of o high percentage of goods and services wsed in wage-earner households.
This index is compiled for :—

(@) the capital city of each of the six States,

(b) four other principal towns in cach of the six States,

{¢) weighted average of five towns {including capital ¢ity) in each of the .
six States,

il) weighted average {or the Six Capital Cities combined,

re) weighted average for the Thirty Towns (including capitai cities),

{f} separate indexes for Warwick, Port Augusta, Whyalla and Canberra.
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The *“C” Series Index forms the basis of the *“ Court” Series Index
used by the Coramonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration for the
‘“ cost of living”’ adjustinents of wages prescribed by awnards made by the
Court. (See §§ 10 and 11 of this Chapter.)

§ 4. Retail Price Levels (**C* Séries Index) 1914-1951.,

1. Signifieant Dates.—The aggregate indexes for November, 1914,
rgz1 and 1922, and the years 1923 to 195I, for the Thirty Towns are
published in summary form on pages 21-23 hereof, while the following table-
furnishes the relevant index-numbers for the Six Caplta] Cities ag a whole,
for certain Slgnlﬁcant dates since November, 1914—the earliest date for
which this index is available. '

ALl Trems (*C” Bgrizs) Rerarn PricE INpEX-NUMBERS.
WeweaTED AVERAGE OF Six Caprrar Crries.

(Base : 1923~27 = 1,000.)

1914, November . . 687 (Beginning of War L)
1918, November .. . go5 (End of War L)

1920, November . .. I,166 {(Post-War peak)
192z, November . . 975 (Post-War trough)
1929, Year o .. 1,033 (Pre-Depression peak)
1933, Year - . 804 {Depression trough)
1939, September Quarter . 910 {Pre-War IL) *

1943, March Quarter .. .. EI23 (Pre-Price Stabilization)
1943, June Quarter .o .. 1,143 (War IL peak)

1945, September Quarter .. 1,126 (End of War IL.)
1951, December Quarter. . .. 2,042

The index reveais a rise of approximately 32 per cent, during the firat
world war, followed by a further rise of 29 per cent. in the two post-war
yeara (November, 1918, to November, 1920). From November, 1920 to
November, 1922, there was a fall of 16 per cent., and the index remained
relatively stable nntil the onset of the deprea.slon in 1929. Dunng the
four years of the depression 192g to 1933 the index fell by 22 per cent., rising
thereafter steadily until 1939 when it was nearly I4 per cent. above the
level of 1933, and approximately at the level it had occupied at the date
of the Armistice of 1918, Between the outbreak of war (September, 193g) -
and March, 1043 (pre-price stabilization), the index rese by approximately
23 per cent, to a level slightly below that reached at the height of the post-war
boom in 1920, Cowmpared with March Quarter, 1943, the index-number at
the close of the war was practically unchanged, At Deceinber Quarter,
I9SI, the level was approximately 75 per cont. “above that of the 1920 peak
period.,

‘Tmmediately after the outbreak of the war price control was established
by the Government under Regulations dated 28th September, 1939, and a
national policy of price stabilization was applied as from r2th April, 1943,
backed by more stringent price control and price subsidies. The retail
price level, as measured by the index, remained relatively ateady
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throughout 1944 and 1945 at the level of March, 1943. This stabilized level
was approximately 23 per cent. above that of 1939 and 63 per cent. above
the level prevailing at the heginning of the first world war in 1914, Since
June Quarter, 1046, war-time controls, subsidies, etc., have been progressively
modificd and inflationary influences have supervened. The retail price index
for December Quarter IQSI was I23 per cent. above that of September
Quarter 1939, and 81 per cent. above the level of September Quarter 1945.

An account of price control measures and of price stabilization in
Australia was published in Qfficial Year Book of the Commonwealth No. 37,
pages 458-463 and No. 38, page 414.

2. All Items («C?" Series) Retail Price Index, 8ix Capital Cities,
1914-1951.—The movement in the various growps of the index, and in
the index as a whole for each year for which it has heen compiled is shown
in the following table for the six capital cities as s whole \—

AR ltems (**C " Series) Retail Price Index apnd its  Group ' Index-Numbers (g}
for tho Six Capital Cilies combined, 1914 to 1951,
(Base of Each Qroup ; Weighted Average of Six Capital Citics, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

' Food,
Groceries
Fond ouslng sud Housing “:Ell
Poriod, and (eond 5- | 42005 | cioehing, | Mleeell | @loh
G roomed apeous. 7
Toceries, | roomed Housea) Zerles)
Houses) {b) “h" Index.
Berleg). _

1914 (2} G4t 649 644 754 749 354
taks (¢ B4z 659 277 292 2846 LG H
1916 c; B2 665 rio 8Bt foz Tut
1517 (8} B36 LT +8z 993 hbz (1T
318 (¢} Bér FETS d12 Lop7 972 gus
1919 (&) . 1,016 +68 54 1,238 1,036 073
1920 e} - 1,209 11} 1,082 1,36% 5,004 [,L6h
e mlomlomlomEl oW
1928 N 1,600 950 933 1:0.1,5 999 1,603
:g:; . .. ggg gsg 9;‘;5 1,601 1,004 982
. . : 1,00 1,003 991 00T 99y

1gad . .a J - FE | 1,06 oty 86 908 Lot
191y . e 1,000 1,030 1,011 075 1,008 1,002
g2k . . b 1066 1,004 [TY 1,010 1,000
1919 .. T, 044 1,07% 085y 996 1,007 0033
102 S el wm | omlow oo
1939 746 T aog doy % 833
D3y . 751 804 76 787 950 B0y
1934 . s b 783 tio " 792 783 F44 81y
1935 ‘e e gob 830 818 283 946 832
m oD D) E|oma oMy omomom
3 . b 3
1433 .. 884 043 gob 819 11 8ar
1939 . - 9z7 963 939 41 6z 920
1949 . . 919 97 930 936 98 957
941 . . 047 . 97 936 t 118 3,060 1,008
1943 . . 1,041 976 r.bo7 1,308 it 1,091
1043 . . 1,037 973 1,011 440 1160 1,131
L1044 .a ;036 976 1,004 1,435 1,168 I,Iz6
948 aa 1,034 973 I 00g 1,425 1,161 n1z6
o7 9 ies %7 | Tese 1366 viey | il

4 . ' » ] ' v
1948 - 3,356 979 1,145 1,744 1,257 1,203
1940 . 5,304 g2 1,230 1,007 1,338 1,415
1950 Ve 1,566 aB7 1,336 2,286 T 435 1,560
31 . 2,041 1,000 1,634 2,749 1,679 1583
(a) See footnote {4) oD page 10, {b) See tootuote (6) on page 10. {¢) November,
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All Ilems (*C " Beries) Retail Price Index and it ** Group ** Index-Rumbers {a}
for the 3ix Capital Oities combined, 1914 to 1951 —continued.

{Baee of Bach Group : Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923~27 = 1,000.)

Food,
. Gn])i:eries Al
Honsing {snd Housing
pertod Food | (qands. | Gaands | oo | Micen- | Jteme
) Grocerles, | Toomed :R‘zn:ed €. ATBGNS, ea)
Houses) (b} i Il;?g!? Tndex.,
Series).
Quarter—
1939—8eptember . 920 967 936 236 o6 416
1943—Muorch . 1,028 975 1,00% 1,421 1161 1,124
June e 1,037 973 1,011 1416 1,168 1,115
September .. 1,040 975 1,003 1,415 1,161 1,126
December . 1,030 . 975 1,007 1,448 1,161 1,129
:9,6—-—}5;:;:]: . :,332 3;2 :.::: :,433 l.lg; i34
“ . 104 K o 1,1 T4
September .. 1,010 016 1,006 1,531 1:16? 1,14
December wa 1,037 o7 1,011 1,550 1,170 1,056
|94ywilimch ‘e :,gg; q;g :,032 1,515 . I,:gl 1,164
(1T v I, 043 I, 1, 1.2
September L. 1,104 * 377 r.ogz Lig:i |,f.-|; 1.:;;
December . 1,138 977 1,073 1,039 1,21% 321
1948-—31'111‘(:11 .. .. 1,190 a78 1,105 1,?61 1,233 :.243
une .. . 1,220 0979 1,129 1,720 1,24 1,27
September 1,274 079 1,156 1,798 1,271 1:3: ]
December .- 1.330 nlo 1.190 1,818 1.277 T.341
:949--1_}:'3;3h .e I,%Qé 9:1 i,zog 1,846‘; :.32; 1,364
S N 1,34 1 -] 1, R 1,40
Beptemlier . 1,300 gs: T.212 2,343 1,245 [INT
Deceinber ve 1,429 o83 1,252 2,132 1,378 1,906
1956—:\[1.111';% . 1,473 ggé r,zgg z,1gﬁ 1,402 1,491
ny . 1,520 o 1, 2,261 1,41 1,
Septomber .. 1,§s= adz 1‘346 2,310 1,133 1,?}1;
Thegnmber 1,689 afg 1,412 2,410 1,492 1,643
195 1==March |- 1700 1,004 1,480 2,487 1,504 L7L3
June .. 1,92% 1,007 1,502 2,740 1,041 1.533
Saptember 2,136 1o10 1,092 2,833 1,715 1,943
Becenber . 3L 1,013 1 oo 2,930 1,704 2,042
(g) See footnote (a) on page 10, (b} Ses footnote (&) on page ro.
p

§ 5, Increases in Retail Prices since Outbreak of War in 1939,

1. Australia.—The following statement shows for the six State eapitals
and Canberra scpatately and for the six State capitals as a whele, the
percentage increases which have taken place in retail prices of items included
in the “C* Series Index from September Quaxter, 1939, to Decemiber
Quarter, 1951, inclusive. The proportionate inerease in the total index for
each capital city is shown in the line marked * Total.”” In the column headed
“ Q" Series Index the total percentage rise is dissected to show what part of
it was due to the rise in prices in each of the four main groups of items,
Thus, of the 125.1 per cent. inceease for Sydney, 56.8 was due to foed and
groceries, 0 4 to house rent, 50.I to clothing and 17.8 to miscellaneons items.
The column Leaded * Group Index * shows the percentage increase in prices
of items in cach group considered as a group. Thus, for Syduey, prices in
the food and groceries group increased by 158.2 per cent., house renta by 1.6
per cent., prices of clothing by 252.4 per ceat. and prices of wiscellaneous
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items by 95°5 per cent. These when weighted and combined in the
proportion of the * C** Series Index showed a rise of 125.1 percent. For the
Six Capital Cities as a whole the increase over the period was 122. g per cent.

All Itema (**€ ** Series) Retail Price Indox,
Percentage Increases September Quarter, 1939, to December Quarter, 1951.

Sydney. Melbourne. . Brlsbane, Adelaidte,
- .
Group. wgn . agr “av wgn
Series Group Series Group Borles Grong Seties | Group
Index. Tadex. Todex. | INdeX: | Tndey. | Tndex. Index Index.

(]

Food and Grocerics |(a)56.8 | 158.2 [{a)55.1 | 150.4 [(0)53.6 | 150.9 [(m)51.4 | 144.9

Housing {4 and 5-

roomed Housea) |(a) 0.4 1.6 [{a} 0.6 2.4 [ia) 2.4 10.5 No) 1.8 7.9
Clothing .o @500 | 2524 ({@)49.4 | 250.7 [{@)51.5 | 243.4 [{e)51.2| 244.0
.\I'iac'cllaneous oo Med17. 8| 95.5 Hahb.q | 83.7 Na)5.8] 77.4 l(apnG.o| 76.7

Tatul e for25.0 ) 125,10 ) Tzi.g | v2n.5 ) 123.3 3 123.3 ] 120.4) 1204
Six State
Perth. Hobart, Crpitnls.6y Canberra,
droup.
¢|cll “c” 410!! llc'l
Group Gronp Group Gyon
Series | Tuqon. | Secles | odew. | S50 | Eodex. | S5 | Tndex,

Food and Groeeries [{m)g7 4 | 126 © [{¢)33.1 | 145.0 |{(@)54.
Housing (4 and 5-

~Jd
-
wn
-
12

{@)54-4 | 137.5

roomed Honses) () 4.0 21.8 [{m) 3.3| 14.0 [(e) 1.2 4.8 [{e) 0.5 240
Clothing o |fedszoo| 256.7 [tn)50.7 | 245.3 |(@)50.2 | 250.5 [(a)50.7 | 258.2
Miscelluncoms .. {ayi5.7 | So.5 {{eyi6.5] 85.5 |(a)16.8] 86.7 |{vl15.5 ] or.9

Total o b tzoel izaio ) 23,6 ) 123.6 ) 122,09 122,09 ) rprin | azian

{a) Disscotion of percentage rise in total index to show amount due to rise in each gronp
(¥ Weighted avetnge.

The foregoing comparisons refer to two points of time (i.e., the months
immediately preceding the war and the closing months of 1951), at each
of which special temporary factors may have influenced relative price
levels. For instance, prices of certain foods (e.g., meat) fluctuate with
sensonal conditions, The percentage increases shown do not, therefore,
necessarily indicate the degree of increase due solely to canses peculiar to the
wat and post-war period. -

2. International Comparisons.—The following table shows the increase
during this period in Australia and certain other countries. The increases
during the first world war have alse been included.

h
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Retail Price Index-Numbars.
{Foor, Rexnr, CroraiNe, MisosLLankous HouseHoLn EXPRRDITGRS.)

Ualon of Trbted
United Now
Date. Auatralia. Eingdom. Cannda. Zoaland. i?:"tg i it;t:l: cg!

{d): 1914-1919.

@) )
194 July .. .- 100 100 100 100 100(¢c) 100
19t5 Yesar .. .. Elg4 125 07 108 103 102
916 L .. . 116 148 102 115 100 10G
1917 4 .. e 123 150 130 125 114 128
g8, .. . 132 203 146 135 118 156
10 .. . 149 z08 155 145 126 17%
{a) November. {#) Food, Fusl, Light and Hent, (c} Avernge tor'yesar 1914,
(B): 1939-1951.
1939— (a)
Soptember Quarter 100 100 100 100° 100 ino
tgqo-—~Year(h) . 105 119 105 104 Ty 00
194T— ¢ (8 . Ito 104 . T 108 100 105
1942— . (8} .. 119 129 116 107 13 116
1943— 5 (¥ . 124 125 I17 114 126 123
{c)
T934— o+ (B) Lo 123 129 & 116 130 125 -
1945—- .. (8} .. 123 131 119 18 133 127
1946-- ,, {h) - 123 131 123 T8 133 138
1G4 7 ,, b} T 130 1o2(d) 134 122 141 . 153
1048— ,, () - 141 108 154 132 149 170
1949— .. (b} .. 154 111 160 134{e) 154 168
1950— ,, .. .. 170 114 165 142 160 171
195T-—— 4, .. . zob 124 183 157 172 185
1950—March  (uarter 163 3 161 130 1537 166
June - 167 114 163 40 e |, 168
SHept. " 172 114 157 145 160 172
Dec. " L9 110 169 147 164 176
1950=March Quarter 157 118 “r74 T140 168 182
Juno . 200 123 ér | 155 171 1584
Sept. ” 212 Lo T12% 187 61 173 185
Dec. » 223 129 130 164 1576 187
(a} Food Tient and Miscellaneous Expemditure. (5} Quaricrly mdexes appest n preceding Jesnes.
{¢) War-time Index hinked to former sepies, (d) Juiy-December new Serics.  Base:  17th Jupe,
1947 = 100,  {e) Consumers’ (Retail} Priee TndeX hnked to former reties,

At various stages during the first world war most of these countriea
introduced some measures of price control. But in the second world war
they introduced price control measures at an early stage and these became
more stringent as the war progrossed, cubminating in a policy of price
stabilization,

Tmmediately after the outhreak of war in September, 1939, the Common-
wealth Government.took steps to coutrol prices. and, by proclamation issued
from day to day, pegged prices of various commodities at those ruling on 3Ist
August, 1939. The National Security (Prices) Regulations proclaimed on.
28th September, 1939, under the authority of the National Becurity Act.
established the baste principles of war-time price control, provided for the
appointment of a Commonwealth Prices Commissioner and conferred upon
him extensive powers to control the price of goods declared for that purpose
by the Minister for Trade and Customs. In Official Year Book of the Com-
monwealth, No. 37, pages 458-463, a brief summary of the development of
this control is published, while in No. 38, page 414, reference is made to the
transfer in September, 1648, of price control to the Governments of the States.
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§ 6. Construction of All Items (“C” Series) Retail Price Index.

1. The Reglmen‘—-*The regimen from which the “C" Series Index is
compiled consists of a list of commodities and services which commonly
entor into the consumption of the average household and in respect of which
comparative prices cah be ascertained with due precision from fime §o timne
and pla.ce to place. (See § 2 {3) and (4) page 3 above.) The regimen is
divided into the following Groups and Sections :—

Group. Section,
\ A.—Groceries.
I. Food and Groceries’ .. 4 B.—Dairy Produce,
C.—Meat.
I1. Housing . .. D.—House Rent.
E.—Clothing—Man.
: , F.—Clothing—Woman.
II1. Clothing .. ..< @3.—Ciothing—Boy (10} years}.

H.—Clothing—CGirl {7 years}.
J.—Clothing—Boy (3} years).
K.—Household Drapery.
L.—Housshold Utensils.
M.—Fue! and Light.
N,—Other Miscellaneous,

e " C” Series Index includes the whole of the foregoing Groups, but
for many purposes indexes are required for individual Groups or Sections.
For this reason the following indexes are regularly compiled at the intervals
shown, and published in this Report and other publications issued by the
Burean :—

IV. Miscellaﬁeoua .. .

GE:;'T" Content,. Frequency.
1. Tood and Groceries. . - . .. | Monthly

11. Housingg (4 and s»rc;ﬂmcrl heuses) () L. . .‘ Quarterly
L oand IL. Food, Groceties and Housing (4 and 5 -roomed

housea} {** B " Series) .. Quarterly

IIL Clothing .. . o . .. | Quarterly

1V, Miescellaneous Household Requitementa .« | Quarlerly
[LI1,T11.and IV.| Food, Groceries, Housing (4 wand 5-roomed

houses), Clothing and Miscellanoous (* G "' Serisa) | Quarterly

For convenience of reference two of the indexes mentioned above have
been given the “ zeries ” designation shown against them. These indexes
are dealt with in tirn in the following pages,

(@} “* Group "™ or “Secitonal ™ jndex-numbers in the various tables throughout this Beport cannos
ba compared with each other in order (o show the refative cost of Food snd Groceries, Housing, Clothing
or Miscellaneous requirsments, since each ** Group * or " Section " (or bivation thereof } has ita own
Hoas = 1,600, vIZ., the weighted nverage cost for the Six Capital Cities as a whole durlog the five-yearly
rerlnd 192337 for that Ceoup ™ * Section ™ (&) Rent —The rent ipdex-aumbera shown
h the tables in thia LRepori nieasues l.he proportlonatr rise and fall iz the average weekly reutala pald
for houses of four and five rooms taking correspording houwses thmughoub They are * price " indexal
Io the striut aewse, ie, they are deaypned to measure anly the * price ™ sl In rent f#
Simltarly, * average Tenta " where ahiown are Indexes of * price ™ chinnges in rentals expressed In terpm
of peones They are uot the average of rents actuallr pahd by a)l tenante of 4 and s-roomed houees. It
would be hlappropr]ute to include the average of reuts nctually paid in ap index designed to monsure
price chunpes only  ‘The average of renta actnally pakl i3 ascertained perindieally hv Covsns methods—
{xee afso page 2 above),  Beutals of new tenanted houses compieted sinee U@ cadl ol he wer are not baken
into peromt.
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The articles and 'services included in the various regimens now used for
S$he purposes of the indexes referred to are shown in the following table :—

Retail Price Indexes—Regimen.
GROUP I.—FOOD AND GROCERIES.

[

Cost of
“‘[!;?:1 ::ulnu
L1 Bl " 1
Neo. e, Unit. ?{ralsghtjnltm .1';;::;:::50;‘:3_
{per capito). Melbourne,
Dee, Quatter,
- 1g50,
{n}
Seorion A.—GROOERIES.
1 | Bread, white flour {cash delwered) 2.1b, loaf .. 100 3.4
3 | Hlour, ordinary .. . z b, e 25 0.58
3 Flour. geli-raising 2-lb, pkt.. . 12 0.48
4 |Tes . 1-}b. pht... 8 .28
5 | Sugar, white granulatod 1A 1 lb. 100, 2,01
6 .. .. ..
. 7 | Sago, seod ta.ploos . 1 lb, - 1 0.03
8 | Jam, plam e 14-Ib, tin. . 8 0.5%
9 | Gelden Syrup . z-th. tin .. 1 o.04
1o | Qats, flaked, loose 11lb. .. 8 0.21
11 | Raising, seeded .. . 1-1b, pkt... 5 o.40 1277
12 | Currants, loose, 2-Crown .. 1lb, 2 a.12
13 Apricota, dried, loose, 2-Crown 1 Ib, ] a. 10
i4 t Posohes, canned . 30-0z, tin 3 0.2
15 Pears, canned 30-0Z. tin ! 0.0G
16 . . . . . .
17 Fotatoes, new and old 7 lb. 18 2.09
18 | Oniona, brown .. 1lh. I4 o 28
19 ;| Sosp .. 11b. 16 0,74
20 Kerosene, hghrmg. butk . quart 4 0.1
Slmwn B.—Damy Paonooe.
z1 | Butter, fastory ™ choicest ™ 1l 30 3.03)
22 | Cheese, ordinary, mild . 1 lb, £ 0.28
23 | Eggs, standard, now laid vo | 1 dox. 6 o Sg
24 Bacon, mashers, best nuddle o 11 db. 12 2.06 + 9.70
25 | Milk, condensed, swestened 1 tin 5 0.29
26 Mllk fresh—in sealed bottles or not
) bottled quart 72 3.75 |
Snc'uou C --Mm-r.
Beef (freah)—
27 Birloin (Roaat) {bone in) ilb. 18 1.687
28 |.  Prime Rib (Roast) including bowe | 1 Ib. 22 1.59
20 Steak—Rum e | xlb. I .44
30 Stesk-—ChucE (atawing) 11h 20 1.38
3t Sausages . .. . | 1lb. 7 0.40
Baef (corned)—
32 Silverside .. .. .o | b, 14 [.25
33 Briaket, rolled 1lb, 5 1,00
Mutton (fresh)— r15.24
14 Leg .. . o oo |1 dbe o 20 1.38
15 Forequarter ., . | ik, . Is 0.68
36 Loin, without flap £ ib, 4 .25
37. Chope—Lein .. t ib. 30 2.00
38 Chops—Laeg 1ib. 10 0. 70
Pork {fresh)—
39 Teg .. .. . 1lh, 3 0.42
4 Loin, best end . 1lb. . 3 0.43
41 Chops . . 11b, . 3 0.44 ]
GROUP I1.--HOUBING.—SzerioN D.—RENT.
42 | Bouse Acoommodation(b) .} oweek . 52{0) i 13.74

(=)
of the *

* (7 Beries hidex are shown ¢n page 16,

honzehald,

l’om-nt..q.l & fur the vol fons seetions of the rt‘lsulnlng Cronpg—ITT, Clothing and 1V, Miseellanecus— )
{b) Pour and tive-toomed heuses. ()

Per
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Retail Price Indexes—Regimen-—conkinued,
i GROUP TIL.--CLOTHING.
No Teem. 5325 wo. Ttem f‘“ﬁvﬂ
sad 4 a2
135'3?« 32.‘_-'..-
T elad TEe
=i 3 out 8_
SECTIGN K.—CLOTHING—Y4N,
|| 8ROTioR 3.— CLOTHING—DBOT (10d TRARSY—contd.
v | Bult, ready-made, Worsted (Aus- N
tralia n) . 67
2 | Trousers, working, Cotlon Tweed 46 | Overcoat, rendy-niade, Teeed (Aun-
{Anstralian) . %.90 trakang . .. 0.83%
5 | Overcoat, ready-mnda Twoed (Au:- 47 | Cap, Skull, Tloth” .. ae I.%0
lrulinn) .25 || 48 .. .-
4'"| Hat, Fur Felt (Anst.rallan) -~ .00 |i 40 | Sdet, Sporl.s ‘e . 4.00
5 Shlrt Tashlon .. 1,67 || 50 Hlnf.let Wool {short sluvel] . 1.00
& Shlrt, Working, Dritl .. .. 4.90 || 51 | 3nglet, Colton {alhletic) .. 1,00
2 .. . v “a x2 | Dirnces 1,040
§ | $inglel, Woil (short sleeves) 1.00 || 53 | Stockings, Golf, Al Wool 4.00
¢ | Bluglet, Cotton (athletlc t.oo |l 54 | Pyisinas, Wincevetts .. . I.5¢
10 | Underpants, Wool {full length} 1,00 | 45 | Pullover, AN Wonl 0. 50
11 { Underpants, Cotton **8horts’™ .. 1.00 || 56 | Shoes, Box Yearting .. & (3. 13) 1.00
12 | Sox, All Woo) .. @ (4.65) T.00 }| %7 e .
13 ‘e . . ‘e
14 | Draces .- .. 1.33
15 | Handkerchlef, Gottos .. . 6,00
16 | Priamas, Wlncoyatte . .. 1.%0
17 | Pullorer, All Wonl norcan 1.00
:g ?,*5‘;’;}5‘,’;,';7;';,“];;;"0,3: Calt o ?:ig SR0TI0N J1.—CLOTHING—GIRL (7 YBADS)
- 58 | Tunte, Wool .. - o 1.0¢
50 . . . e
BnoTION P —OLOTHING—WOoMs N () 6o l)ms, Lotton . 1.00
61 | Top Cont, Twead (Austrsllan] 0,33
6z | Hat, W o0l Falt (Augtralan) .- 1.00
20 | Gostume, ready-mnde, Tweed (AU 23 lht Qiraw . .. 2.00
. Sk‘l'r:"m) dy-made, Tweed (Aus- ©.30 6; Petticont, Rayon ) 1.00
2 l.:'ti ":’ 7-ma °' 1.2 66 | SMnglet, Wool und lh}on 0,36
4 } . y 2 o | e ern Cotton, eccy-tmed . | 238
- - . 6 noers, Cotbon, eecll T +e .00
:3 g::_' égr:uE it (Austreitan) . ‘:""g 60 | Moomers, Ravon 1,00
13 | Frodk, ready- m‘de Coltcm e l'go #o 1 Sox, Anklet, Rayon and Tiste 4.00
36 | Frock, resdy-made, Rayon v fge || 72 Py]amas \\Ince\'ette . .43
7 | Dremios (|| 72 Demas Raven e | g
% | Undervest, Wool nnd Bayon .. 1.50 h " .
:3 ‘Updeneat Rayon __ o 130 || 74 Bh%nt ffor  best uear), Palont &
;I Toomers, Raven o 1 "50 25 | Shoes (school} Tox \"urlina 1,%¢0
= | Princess 8itp, Ravon .. .- 1 o0
13 | Stockings, 8ilk, Nylon .. ‘e 6 oo s
34 | Stockinge, Llale .- .. 3.00
15 | GQloves, Fabric . .. i.25
16 | Gloves, Nuppa . .r a.rs
31 | Wightdress, Rayon . 8240} 1.50 SECTION J.-—CLOTHING—BOT (34 YRARS)
18 | Pyiames, Wincevette .. .- 1.50
o | .. . . . -
40 | Aprow, Cotten .. 6.co
51 | Cardigan, Al Woal . o.50 || #6 | Shirt, Ranger .. 3o
41 | Bhaea (for best wear), Oincw Kil | .50 || 77 Pants, rendy-inade, Tnecl:l {Aus-
13 | Shoes (for ordinary woar), Fox Calr [.50 trallan) 1 oo
28 | Overcont, l‘f‘nl]}-llmﬂe. Twenri§ {Aus-
tinilant N .- o.%3
25 | Hat, Clath . . .53
Y (H g}nu:ct' Sotten ‘nbblettc) ] iee
—_ —_ 81 niletl. Cotton (atlkeile 1.00
SBCTION (. —CLOTIING—DOTY {10} YHiRS). 21 | Gox. Anklet. Rayon and Lisle 4.00
83 | Pyjamas, Winceyette . s z,00
. 84 | FPullover, All Wool . .. 0.30
44 | Buib, ready-made, Tweed (Ana. 8¢ | Shoes {for Dest  wear), TPatent
tealian) 1.00 Leather . .- 1.04
45 | Pants, ready- mme, Tueed (A\u- 86 | Shoes (for ordinary wear), Tan
trallan) 3.00 Yearimg .. 2,08

ledetod

oroportionate * weight ™ fn the Claning Grous of the Index as fram September Guater, 1936

(@) Mass wnlt actunlly appbcible, and mcdides © weight
i

teamferred from sindlar aticle now

e Ma s 11tk wers Tosed by o per eent Hhronghout ts Boction by restare ity due
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Retail Price Indexes—Reogimen—coniinued.
GROUP IV.—MISCELLANEOQUS.

| Lz 3 L f 8
t - [ ] 1 = =
No. Ttem. % ] ‘; v? Na. Tten 2y E §-§
! o= 2 . . 3~
| : A Z . ¥ A g
Sporion L.—HOUSREOLD UTRRAILA-~continued.
3geTioN E.—HOUERHOLD DRaPEKY.
26 g(.nlte. Table (lhln]an) . w18
17 poon, Tea =, . o.08
i | Dlsnkews, Dn 1, (pair) “ @.07
: | Dlankets, 8.1 (pair) .. I YA | i f,f;':ﬂ“:r{’ﬁf:“‘ - ] oo
} | Qukt, DB - | 35 i 561 Glohs, Klectrle Light. (su-nllud) 2.00
g gm:u. g’-l?-("“;"? : i o s 3t | Iron, Electric {full slze) . 0,10
(o, 313 {palr) .. e 1.00
r | Pittow Silp, Gotton .. 5.00 8reTION M. —FURL AND LiGHT.
# | Towel .. .. 4,00
g | Tahle Cloth . .. 0,30
s | Tes Towel (yard) ... .. 4.00 |l 53 | Flrewood {bloeks) {ewk] {3) .. 40
=|| 33 | Goe, cooking junits) (& .. 1,518
a4 | Eiectrie llghtiog (unils) o 13¢
35 | Lfectrlc power (umts} (b} . 130
BpoTioN L.—iloosmroLn UTRNsiva.
Amalint
No. Ttem. sz‘:ﬁek
1z | Cup and Sancer . 2,60 . X
11 | Plats, Dinger (Stone (_,hinn) .00 househnld)
13 %ua. Qtuart {Barthenware) .. 1.00
b4 LU o 25
15 | Paain, Pndding(EnnmeJ] &) mch 1.00 ApcTION N.—-OTHENL MIRORLLANNOUS.
6 | Fumbler (8-0x.) 1,00
t7 | Kettle, Ensinel (.pplnt) x (o, 3;) ©,20 d.
h .. o 36§ Unlon Does .. .. {c)
19 Ssuoepan. Enamel { plnt) 0.40 37 | lodge Dies . N } (c)
70 | Buocket, dolvanized ?1 1-ineh) 0.20 38 | Meditine .. . Y- e
a1 | Dipper } 0 20 19 Newupnren . . (&)
12 | Broom, Millet a.50 40 | Itecreation .. ‘e .. {e)
13 | Proom, Halr, l::nmplete {nz- [ncl:) o.33 41 | Smoklng .. . o {g)-
t4 | PBrueh, 3crubhing {1o-inzh) .. I.%% 42 | Farea .. .. .. <)
25 | Mop, Pollehing, complete o 0.120 43 | Schocl requisites . .. {r}
{a) Mass unit octually applicable, and includes * weight ™ ¢ ferred Irom slmilar aritcles now

deleled,

() Btendard nm_sa unita, In certaln proviucial towns where pas and for eleciricity are oot used the
mass uilta differ from the atondard. .

(#) A Laste amonnt per week Is varicd guaiterly (whero nccessary} in accordante with changes showa
by an index of variaticn

2. The Mass Unifs (or * Weights’”) and Method of Tabuilation.—
"{i} The “msass anits” {or ** weights "} are multiplicrs representing the
approximate average annual consumption per head or per household under
normal conditions. The index-numbers are computed on a “ total annual
aggregative expenditure ” basis, 1.6., the total annual expenditure {rom time
to time by a standard population in respect of the sclected regimen of com-
modities and services commonly entering into honsehold consunption, and
of a constant standrrd quality.  As a first step, therefore, it is necessary to
multiply the price of ench item by its “ weight ”' per head or per househaold
as ‘the case inay be. Thus, the * weight ” of bread is 100 2-lb. loaves per
head ; of sugar 100 lb. per head : of towels 3 per household : and of housing
52 rent-weoeks per houschold.  The result of this initinl caleulation is
designated the “ P.MU ” agpregate (i.e., Price x Mass Unit).
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The sum of the above “ P.MIU " results for each Section or (roup ie
then multlphedl by its appropriate population or household * weight”
to produee the respective annual aggregate expenditures. Thus, Sections
A to € (Food and Groceries) would be multiplied by the total population ;
Section D (Heusing) by the total number of households; Sections E to J
(Clothing) by the proportion of the total population applicable to each;
and Sections K to N (Miscellancous) by the total number of households.

The combination of the aggregates from the last paragraph gives the
* total annual aggregate expenditure ™ for the whole regimen, from which
the “C” Series index-number is derived by applying to 1,000 the ratio
which the aggregate for any period bears to the aggregate for the base
period of the index. In the process of tabulation all prices are converted to
pence for these final aggregates.

For tabulating purposes some of these ““ mass nmits ™ are varied when
necessury to make up a deficiency or cancel out an excess in the aggregate
resulting from a change in the slandard of any item upon which prices ave
collected, to ensure that such changes shall not he wrongly recorded by the
index as variations in prices. The * mass units " published above, however,
still coutinue to show the correct relative conswmption ** weights ” actually
applicable to the commeodities and services in the regimen for the constant
standards used in the index  See olso § 2 (3) and § 6 (3) of this chapier.

L1

(i) The five sections inte which the clothing group is divided are some-
what arbitrary, but they follow those adopted by the Royal Commission on
the Basic Wage (see p. 100). The sections for men and women are now
regarded as being applicable to persons aged seventeen years and upwards.
The section for a boy aged ten and a half years ia taken as representative
of both sexes from ten to sixteen years; the section for a girl aged seven aa
representative of both sexes from five to nine years; and the section for a
boy aged three and a half years is taken as representative of chlldren aged
four years and under.

{iii) In estimating the annual average consumption per head of food and
groceries for housebold purposes, emall adjustments in the crude average
consumption were made in two ways. Consumption by factories, when the
product did not go into household wse in Australia, was deducted. On the
other hand, the “ weights”’ given to some foods, such as dried apricots and
canned peaches, cover also the consumption of othes similar foods. The
“weights ™ of individual food items were not adjusted to take account
of war-time scarcities and rationing.

(iv) Some foods of zome importance, such as fresh fish, and fresh fruit
and vegetables other than potatoes and oniong, are not included in the
regimen because comparable prices for a standard grade cannot be obtained
from time fo time or place to place and because of marked seasonal
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fluctuations in supplies and consemption. The inclusion of such items,
therefore, would impair the accuracy of the index. In the original regimen
certain omissions were made paxtly on account of the difficulty of securing
comparable prices. Some cuts of meat, for example, are excluded because
they are not uniformly standardized. Mutton is included and not lamb
because the latler, in many placcs, is available only scasomally. IHowever,
the appropriate total weight for meat is distributed amongst the cuts in-
cluded in the regimen, Proprictary Jines of breakfast foods are excluded
because they are not universally available.

(v} In the case of Food and (Giroceries (Group 1.} the * weights > adopted
are, approximately, the annual average consnmption per head for household
purposes of the various articles during the years 1927 to 1929. The “ weights ”
allotted to items in Clothing {Group TTL) and Househeld Drapery (Section
K of Group I¥.) are based largely on the results of the inquiries of the Royal
Commiszion on the Basic.Wage, which 1eported in 1920 and 1928, After
exhaustive inquiries the Conunission published a ** regimen ” for an average
working family of five persons, and sct out the constituent items in its
“ Indicator List 7.  This ligt, so far as it related te the articles in question, was
followed substantially in the original conpilation of the “ C* Beries Index
and has been adjusted by subsequent investigations of the Bureau to accord
with changes in popular usage. The wass units used for fuel and light are
based. indirectly, on the findings of the Commisston.  Until September
Quarter, 1936 fixed amounts were wsed for the miscellaneous items of
Section N, hut since the date mentioned, provision has been made to vary
certain of these amounts poriodically, in accordance with ascertamed changes.

(vi} The  weights” allotted o the iteins wore not adjasted to take
scconnt of war-tinie shortages or rationivg, and the index therefore measured
war-bime price changes in velation Lo a warmal {or pre-war) apportionirent
of houschold expenditure.  {(See § 2 (5) and § 9 (5) of this chapter.)

3. Relative ** Aggregate Expenditure * of Items and Groups.—In the
buse perod ot the index (the years 1923 fo 1g27) the relative importance
of cach of the fonr main gronps, expressed as o ‘percentage of the weighted
average ©agwicgate expenditre” in the Six Capital Cities (from which
all relative index-numbers are tlcrivcd)’wu.s a8 shown in the third column
of the following table.  Althongh the *“ weights  of each item in the regimen
are kept victually constant, the relative *aggregate expenditure ”” of the
virtous items and groups varies from time to time as relative prices change.

The percentage distribution for Melbourne in the base period was practi-
eally identieal with that of the Six Capital Cities as a whole, and has
continued to he representative of the relative movement of prices in the
capital cities up to the present time. For this aund other reasons, therefore,
the percentage distribution of the Melbourne “agaregate cxpenditures”
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has been published in preﬁious issues of this Report, and these figures for
December quarter, 1950, are shown in the last column of the table for com-
parigon with those of the base period.

Proportion of Apgregats Expenditure.
Gzonp. Section. tgzé_-z?, {Bnaz). Tree, Qir., 1950,
Six Capital Cltles. Melbowrne,
% %
A Grocerios . 17.44 T 32.77 .
L. Food and Groceries [< B Dairy Produce .. 10.28 »38.66 9.70 r37.71
C Meat .. - | 10,94 15.24
II, Housing .. .. | D House Rent—
. {¢ and s.roomed .
houscs) . z1.26 21.26 13.74 13.74
E Man .. . 8.69 12.48
' F Woman .. .. 9.12 14.45
II. Clothing .. .. |4 G Boy, 10§ years .. 2.80 r23.04 2.33 p31.88
' H QGirl, 7 years .. 1.36 I.75
J Boy, 34 years - .08 0.87
K Household Drapery 1.09 2,17
. L Housshold Utensils ¢.40 0.66
IV. Miscellansous .. M Fuel and Light .. 4.02 [ 1704 434 16.67
N Other Miscellancons | 10.54 09.50
I0G.00 100,00

4. Base Periods of the Indexes.—The base period originally adopted
by the Bureaun for its retail price indexes was the year rgxx. When the
collection of the prices of clothing and miscellaneous items was undertaken
for the purposes of the “ C" Series Index, the month of November, 1914,
was adopted ae the base period for this series. The desirability of com-
puting retail price indexes to a new base was considered by a Conference
of Statisticians in 1929, and it was resolved that from Ist January, 1930,
the five years 1623-27 should be adopted as the base period. Commencing
with Labour Report No. 21 for 1930, therefore, the retail price indexes have
been published on this base The aggregate to which all index-numbers
are related is the weighted  aggregate expenditure ™ of the regimen in the
six capital cities dering the period taken as base expressed as an index-
number of 7,000,

Conferences of statisticians in 1949 and 1950 left consideration of the
adoption of a new base period to be made in ‘conjunction with the next
genesal review of the index.- In the Monthly Review of Business Statastics
the index iz recomputed with the three, years ended June, 1939, as base. -

. Indexes on the earlior hases mentioned will be found in previouy issues
of the Labour Report, as follows :—

(i} 1911 Buse.~~Food and grocerics; rent of all houses; and food,
groceries and rent’ of all houses {*“ A Series Index)—Labour Reports Nos.
1 to 15.* Food and groceries; rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses; and food,
groceries and rent of 4 and s-roomed houses (B " Series Index)—Labour
Reports Nog. 16 to zo.

(i) 1914 Base.—Food and grocerien; rent of all houses; clothing;
miscellapecus; all items of household expenditure (subszequently
retrozpectively reviged to include rents of 4 and 5-roomed bhouses only)—

* These Index-numbets appear 10 the Appendix to each Labour Report Nos 16 to 28 anl also in
the Quarieriy Summary of Anstiaban Stalicher np to No 155, June, 1938,
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Labour Reports Nos. 12 to 16. Food and groceries ; rent of 4 and 5-roomed
houses ; clothing ; miscellaneous; all items of household expenditure
{“ C” Series Index)-—Labour Reports Nos. 17 to 20.

The conversion of these indexes from one base to another may be
teadily effected by multiplying the index-number to be converted by the
appropriate factor shown in the following table :—

I3 0 1014 (8) 1911 to 1913-37 1914 {@) 1933-27
Growp! 1914 (@), | tozgrr, | 1ges-2y. | tor9rr. | %o 192s-27.lto 1914{s).

Food and Groceries .. | 0.87230 | 1.14639 | 0.55020 | 1.78800 | 0.64116 | 1.55070
Houging (4 and 5-100med
housca) .. 0.94270 | 1.06068 [-0.61161 | 1.63300 | 0.65872 | 1.54150
Food, Groceries and
Reut {*B" Beries) | v.89750 | 1.11420 | 0,57785 | 1.73060 | 0.64384 | 1.55320

Clothing . . . .. N e 0.7541z | I[.32610
Migcellaneous .. . - .. 0.74801 | 1.33530
Al Ttems (*C* Sonas) .. .. o . 0.68715 | 1.45530

{2} November.

The resulta obtained by the method above will, of course, be only
approximate, but the error will not be greater than one point in the wnit
igure,

5. Relative Population Weights tor Towns.—Weighted averages for any
combination of towna or States may be caleulated spproximately by
multiplying the index-numbers* of the towns or States to be included by
their population weights, and dividing the sum of the products by the sum
of the multipliers. The population weights used in the computationa of
these weighted averages for 1934 and succeeding years are as follows :—

Relative Population Weights Used for Different Towns.

Now South Vistorla. Queensland. —— pnsoterd | Tesmants.
4 -k 3 -t - b
Town, a Town, = Town. ‘a ] Town. g Towo, 21 Town. | &
© ] - ] v v
B B B B -2 -2
dney 1235|Melbourne 90z|Brisbana oo Adelalde 313|Perth, ote. | 208|Hobart L]
ﬂ‘;umtla 105| Ballarat .. 35T woomba 26| Eadinastel 11|Ealg'ilaeto] 17]Launceston| 33
Broken Hill | 27|Bendigo ., 29| Bockham'n 2G| Pt, Pirie 13| Northem s|Burnle .. i
Gonlburn 15|Geelong .. 30|tTownsvllle | 26|Mt. Gamb’ry  s|Bunbury s|Devonport | 5
Bathurst 10| W' nambool olt Bundaberg ( 11|Petatborgh 3|Geraldton s|Quesnat'wn; o
Total .. j130a| Total .. [rzoz] tTotal .. | s92] Totar.. | seq| Totad.. | 240] Total.. |108

t '.I‘ownnvl]]o snd Bundaberg wers aubatituted tor Charters Towers (7) and Warwick {7} 1n the " five
towos ™ tabulation In Maerch Quarter, 1937.
The weighte used are based on the 1933 Census results, and represent
to the neareat 1,000 the actual population at that date.

These weights produce results which difter only very slightly from those
obtained from the weights previously in use. The latter were based upon
the 1921 Census results, and were last published in Labour Report, No. 23.

* The officiak Index-nwmbers are caleulated by operating oo the ™ aggregates” of the towns concer ped,
a procedure which may produce slightly diffierent results from the above,

L3



18 Crarrin I.—RBFErait PricEs anwp Puice INDEXES

§ 7. Tabular Statements of Retail Price Index-Numbers.

1. General.—~The resuits of inquiries into price movements are avail-
able as follows :—

{i} Monthly.—~The Monthly Review of Business Statistics contains annual,
quarterly and monthly index-numbers to the latest available date.

(i) Quarterly—A statement is issued about three weeks after the end
of each quarter giving the “ C * Series index-numbers for that quarter and
immedintely preceding quarters in respect of each of the 30 cities and towns
originally adopted and for cerfain other towns, e.g,, Canberra, for which
“ (" Beries index-numbers are now ecompiled. The Quarterly Summary of
Australion Statistics containg annual, quarterly and monthly index-numbers
to the latest available date. This-publication also contains the average
prices of the items of food and mroceries, for each month of the last available
quarter, in the 30 towns covered by the investigation. Particalars of
movements in certain average rents of 4 and 5-roomed houses in these towns
ate also shown therein.

(i) Annual.—The Labour Report contsins index-nombers over a
number of past years, and the monthly and quarterly results for at least
the last available year. The average prices for the last year of the items
of food and groceries, and housc rents, ave also published in this Report.
The Official Year Book also contains information similar to, but in less
detail than that published herein. .

2. All Iterns (€ Seriez) Retail Price Indeg.—On pages 6-7 ghove is
published a table of weighted averages for the six capital cities combined,
of *“C” Series index-numbers, together with index-numbers for the four
main groups of items in the “ €’ Series Index for cach year 1gI4-TQSI.

In the pages immediately following are published :—

(i) the ** € " Beries index-number for the last quarter of each of the years
1939 and 1945 t¢ 1950 (page 19} and for the month of November
of cach of the years 1914 to 1920 (page 20), for ench capital city
and for the six capital cities combined, and showing also sepatate
indexes for each of the four groups of items;

(i) the “ ¢ Series index-numbers for November, 1914, 162I and 1922,
the years 1023 to 1930, the September Quarter, 1939, and each
quarter during the period Merch Quarter, 1944, to December
Quarter, I950, for each of the 30 towns, with the weighted averages
of the 5 towns in each State, 30 towns and the six capital clbles
(pages 21-23);

(i) the “C’ Series index-numbers for the years 1939 to Igs0 and
the twelve guarters ended 318t December, 1950, for four addi-
tional towns not included in the weighted averages in (ii) above,
und showing also separste indexes for each of the four growpe
of items (page 24);

(iv) “ Group” index-numbers for each of the four groups of items in
the “C" Beries Index for places mentioned in (1) above for
November, 1914 and 1921, the years 1939 and Ig43 to I950 and
the four quarters ended 31st December, 1950 (pages 25-27).



+ TAnOLAR STATEMENTS oF RETAIL PRICE INDEX-NUMDRES. 19
Al Ytems (*C ** Series) Retail Price Index-Numbers(e) : Capital Citios.
(Buaae of each Group : Weighted average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27=1,000.}
Mel- ; Bix
Period. Syduey. | poorn e, Brisbane, | Adelalde. |  Perth, Hobart, | Ca ?;tjals.
GrovrP L.—Foop AND GROCERIES,

Deo. Qtr. 1539 940 947 8z9 838 9206 941 927
w w1045 1,020 | 1,055 963 | 1001 | L05I | 1,062 | Lo3o
O 1. 21 1,047 | 1,044 996 wWwob | 1,052 | 1,084 | 1.037
woow 1047 1,138 1,160 F,092 1,112 1,132 1,180 1,138
" s 148 1,326 1,355 1,280 7,305 7,324 1416 1,330
w o 1049 1,421 1,457 | I,367 | 1,308 | 1,483 | 1,514 | 1,429
v o 1050 1,713 1,724 1,551 1,606 1,707 1,065 1,080

Guroor [L—Housig {4 aRD 3-rooMED Housus){e)

Deo. Qtr. 1039 1,040 260 855 Bo1 882 930 969
w o 1048 1,043 973 863 892 886 934 975
v 1946 1,043 073 B63 895 886 936 o76
oo 1947 1,045 974 864 899 as7 036 977
v 1048 1,047 974 866 905 890 038 glo
s e 1040 1,049 977 373 914 897 941 o83
e 1050 1.050 579 308 237 204 041 pi]

Guroues I, avp M. —TFoon, Grocerirs akn HouvsiNa (“ B™ Series INpex).

Deo. Qtr. 1939 977 947 855 887 907 935 941
w o 1045 Lo3z | nLoar | ° g2z 957 984 | 1o | Yooy
w s 1946 1,043 | 1014 942 955 985 | Loz4 | Lo
e 1047 1,000 1,084 1,001 1,026 1,034 1,082 1,073
oo 1048 274 ¥,03 EITH 140 T,152 1,226 1,300
oo 1949 1,273 1,263 1,171 1,206 |=I,254 1,287 I,252
w1950 1.450 | r429 | 1,203 | 1,341 | 1,300 | 1.370 | 1,412

Grovr III.—CroTHiNe.

Dec. Qtr. 1939 854 862 865 869 840 867 858
woow 1945 1459 1 L445 | 1446 | 1433 [ 1423 | 1,447 | T.448
w1946 L$55 | 1,551 | 1,552 | 1,529 | L,548 | 1,558 | L550
L1 " 1947 1 ,639 1 !649 1 9619 1 ,618 1 ‘647 I D653 1 ’639
s TOpB 1,837 1,801 817 1,500 1,835 1,807 1.318
s s 1949 2,161 2,117 2,072 2,113 2,155 2,12Q 2,142
w1050 2,447 z,380 2,355 7,300 2,408 2,401 2,400

Group IV.—MISCELLAREOUS,

Dec. Qur. 1939 943 933 obo | 1,027 957 945 967
O 163 | 238 | 1,133 | 1,213 | L,i39 | 1,099 | Li61
w o IG40 1,175 1,165 B F] | 1,222 1,147 1,110 1,170
oo 1947 1,245 1,20f 1,157 1,266 1,160 1,140 1,217
o oa o 1043 1.279 1,253 1,230 | 1,350 1,242 1141 1,277
5 s 1949 1,380 | 1,397 | L,316 | 1410 | 1,305 | L234 | 1,378
o e 1030 1,527 [L,q52 1,418 1,555 1,374 1,343 1402

sroues I mo TV.—ALL Ireus {* C" SBerizns) Inpex.

Deo. Qtr. 1939 943 432 874 900 899 o19 926
" " 1945 1,147 I,137 1,074 I,IOIS ‘I,IO7 I,120 1,129
w e 1046 1,177 1,154 1,110 1,128 1,136 1,155 1,156
w1047 242 | 227 | 1,163 | 18 { 1,18¢ | 1,216 | 1,211
e TO4S 1.350 | 5,345 1,297 1.327 1,356 T.344 1,341
w w1949 1,486 | 47z | 5,393 | 1,440 | L,450- ] L4590 | 1,466
w1450 1.680 1,640 1,546 7,608 1,007 1,601 1,643

{n) See footooto (v} on poge 10.

(b} Welgtted nverage.

{¢) See footnote (b on page jyo.



20

CHarrer I.—Rurait, PrRicES aAND Pricr INDexes.

All Hems (* C** Series) Retail Price Index-Numbers(e) : Capital Cities.
{Base of each Group : Weighted average of Siz Capital Cities, 1923~27 = 1,000.}

. 8lx
Parland, Bydney. | Mslbovtoe. | Brisbans, | Adelaide. Festh. Hobart, Capibta'-k
*)
Grour [.—Foon aAND (ROCERIES.

Nov. 1014 638 616 614 683 746 687 641
w 19I5 844 835 860 858 319 858 842
w 1016 833 791 748 835 854 807 12
w1917 877 798 825 Bos 828 949 836
w1018 877 843 882 862 816 018 861
w 1919 1,073 975 1,060 1,012 o8y 1,041 1,026
w1920 1,225 1,220 LI 1,225 I,T13 1,203 1,200

Grour TL—¥orsixe {4 aNp §-rooMBe Hinrarsi.{c)

Nov. 1014 758 608 463 611 586 525 649
w1018 780. 611 472 574 581 571 6359
w 1916 791 625 467 573 592 574 663
»o 1OI7 797 657 492 606 602 536 683
» 1018 832 609 526 656 f1g 614 7212
» 1919 866 744 604 707 650 740 768
w1920 980 8oy 634 783 718 904 851

Grours 1. aNn I1.—Foap, GrocEriks avp Houvsmsa (B Semies Ixpex).

Nov, 1014 .. 680 613 560 658 689 630 O44
no 19I5 .. 825 756 722 758 734 756 777
w1916 . 818 732 648 742 761 724 760
o 1917 . By48 748 707 724 748 820 782
W 1918 861 792 756 789 %46 810 812
w1919 1,000 .. Bg3 904 904 67 930 934
o 1020 1,138 1,074 045 1,068 973 1,155 1,082

Grove III.—CLoTHING.

Nov. 1014 .. 755 780 657 756 698 825 754
w1915 .. 8os 797 690 B21 760 833 792
w1916 .. Q03 870 779 919 840 040 . 881
»  IOI7 .. 1,000 976 899 1,049 ofo | 1041 993
W 1018 L. 1,102 1,103 1,025 1,066 1,135 1,700 1,009
w1919 1,237 1,213 1,192 1,303 | 5,277 | 1,344 | 1238
» 1920 1,323 1,422 1,274 1,384 | 1,350 | 1,430 | 1,368

Group IV, —MISORLLANEOUS.

Nov, 1914 .. 766 728 728 - 770 78a 609 749
w1915 .. 798 770 756 o3 822 770 786
e 1916 .. 808 784 266 832 869 280 Boz
» I9I7 .. B8y 870 836 883 926 865 882
w 1918 ., 988 950 931 988 | 1,035 945 972
w  I1GIQ .. 1,059 1,016 968 1,035 1,120 1,006 1,036
» 1920 1,200 1,181 1,139 1,200 1,202 1,124 1,194

Grovurs I. To IV.—ALL Items (¥ C " Spries) InoEX.

Nov. 191; . 712 671 611 699 707 687 687
w 191§ .. 816 768 721 780 755 776 782
w1916 .. 836 773 698 768 800 783 795
w1917 892 - 823 773 832 832 879 847
w  1oI8 . 938 8g0 B43 887 885 923 908
w1919 .. 1,065 988 981 1,018 1,008 1,042 1,022
W If20 .. 1,193 1,172 1,054 1,164 1,111 5,213 1,166

{8} Sees footnote (@) on page 10,
for pears 19at to 1950,

(b} Welghted average. Ses pages 21-213 for corresponding figares
(e} Ses fooknote (b) on page 10



TABULAR STAT(EMENTS oF Rerall Price \NpEX-NUMBERS,

All Items (“{ ** Serios) Retail Price Index-Numbers: Thirty Towns.
{Base: Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = I,000.)

2r

NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA.
Perlod o Ef ; P . .

‘o | 3| 3| 5| B (Zgdl 5| 4| 8| 9|2 |Fgs
5| F| 5| 2588 2) 5|+ 55 BEx
o E - g = SEN = 2 a 'E Bk §£
Tl | A8 &Y S| & & & |62|ES

Kor zg1¢fa)y ] 712 . .. . .. N .75 . . . ‘. ..
W Tp3L .. fLoab 1041 | 075 ji033 47 | 1,042 1,003 | 902 | roez | 1019 [ 1,034 | 1,003
W g2z .. L0210 967 933 b3 93 | 1,011 9063 936 935 o82 014 9t
Year 1923 .. | 1,033 992 g5% | t,024 914 | o1l 1,004 az4 a3v 566 950 o996
no 1934 .. |nooz ) o7 | g30 |se3g | sz ] 0071 9761 Bg6 | gor | o33y oo | g68
W tg25 .. |Le26 | 986 | o9rr [Lozg | o35 [nerz| ¢B4 | 14| orz | gso | 42| 92
w o 1g26 .. |re13 | oo ) 658 jrese | 598 (1030 | oo | par 933 | 9% | 946 | 99z
o 102y .. |L029 | 1015 | 3,000 | 1,062 g5z | 1,00 000 | 922 | 40| 085 645 | 9bs
w 928 L. |rogz lnorg | o997 o074 904 (1,038 ) o092 ) 929 936 ) o073 | o941 987
o 929 .. |1,073 | 1,028 | oIl | 1108 wre | o6y {1017 057 969 o80 060 | 1,001
w1930 .. 301 991 973 | Loy 939 | Lm22 950 | go9 | o206 | ¢17 | 930! 95!
o 1931 .. 12 £sa B8z DIT By S18 84t Bof faa Bzz . 1:00 243
T o7 B0 By Br7 Gzo Btz 13 776 Bob 794 k38 Bix
- 1933 832 | frg| 806 | 843 | Boxr | Bzo | yBa | 6o y8o | yya| Bia | 787
PR £-% 7 S 842 834 81y | 852 8oy 1 B4t So1 781 811 282 B26 | Holr
o bG35 .. 852 | Bs6 | Bigz | B8Go | Buy 852 824 | 803! Bz20 | Bzq4 | B850 Bzy
R £ 1.0 B 8¢6 853 848 864 833 LT HByg 8z6 821 838 851 843
n 1937 .. 88y 859 853 867 8432 886 868 830 840 113 856 866
PR 1-%.1: S 913 | Byr | @40 | Boa | Bho | g} Bob | Bso | Bsy | BBg | Boz | Bo3
o 1530 .. 036 9ol 055 16 683 033 924 874 878 gL 918 920
w To4n .. 974 | 945 o1 o390 | 923} o7z ] o6p; gob ) oo | our 054 960
o 1gaL .. |1,028 997 | 1,049 | 1,003 024 ! 1,026 J1,008 950 gb3 o84 998 | 1,004
o 1942 .. |L107 ) io06e 1,132 | 1,087 | 1,050 | 1,304 |1y100 | 1,037 | 1,054 | 7,065 | Lo78 | 1.0g5
o 1043 -. | LISt | ny09 [1a72 | 1,028 {10910 | 1,147 |1.139 | 1,084 | 7,006.| 1,010 | L,026 | L35
o 1044 .. |LE44 [ nops [nrre (5138 ) L83 | rrq0 Fa235 | Lo83 [ 2,r0t |xrrz 1,020 1,130
w1045 .. |LIgz | gee | L2192 J1nyg | o1 | 1,139 | 1,135 | 1,086 | r004 | 1,113 [ 1,139 | 1,131
o 1046 .. |1,165 [ 1,050 | 1,216 1,134 | 016 {0062 | 1,149 (004 | R0y | a2y | nasy | nogs
o 1047 . |r2r2 (2,167 [resy (nagr |06z | nze8 188 | a3z | nogr | oo | 1186 |18y
o I948 .. (0318 (1,279 [ 0,376 {1,291 | L2FF | L3I5 [ 1,204 | 1,243 (1,244 | 1,278 | 1,283 [ 1,290
w1940 .. | 1439+ 1402 | 1,528 | 1426 | 1903 | 437 | 0415 | 1,365 | 1,305 | 1,307 | 2,308 | 1411
5 1950 .. | 1,593 | 1,543 | 5092 | 1,578 | 1,552 | 1,591 [ 5.565 [ 1,500 | 1,320 | 1,540 | 1,558 | 1,561
sg3g Sept Qir.| 9331 807 | 943 o1y | 881 | o30] orB | By5) BGR| gog | 9281 pr1s
1944 Mar. Qtr. | 5,143 | 1,007 | n1ys (el | 7,085 | 1,230 | 1,129 | 074 (| T,005 | 1,003 | TaD5 | I0a§
o Fune o, | L0143 | 080 | 1,194 j1,01g | 1,086 | 1,130 | 1,133 | 1,082 | 1,001 | 112 | 1,123 | 1,329
w Bept, ., | 1,146 | 1003 | o84 |0 07 o0 | iaz | ooge | nofy | aog | Lnd a3l (1136
W Deeo | nr4z [ 1005 | a8y | nané [ 108g [ 1738 o038 | 1,087 (1,503 [ 1,106 |40 [ TTge
19%5-Mar, Qbr. | 1,238 | 1,003 | 1,184 |1,010 [ 1,086 | 1,135 | 5,132 {1,088 1,009 | 1,114 | 1235 | 1,020
o Jung ,, | L1141 | 1,000 | 5,103 [ ,311 | Lo8g | 1,138 | 1,134 (1,086 | o008 | 1,012 | LI3S | LIN)
e Sept, . | T4z | 1,003 (1,194 [1,112 [[,000 | 1,139 §1,53% (1,085 [1,000 | 1,314 (1,135 [£,132
» Dee. ,, |n147 F1,706 | 1,198 | 1,121 | 1,009 | 1,74% {1,137 | 1,08% | 1,000 | 1,102 | L145 | E,133
1§46 Mar. Qir, | 1,351 | 1,108 | 1,203 | 1,023 [ 1,005 | 1,148 | 1,741 | 1,089 [ K101 | 1,117 | 1,046 1,137
, " wue L, 2,205 | ye7 (72,218 1033 | 1,006 | o061 Jri50 | 1004 ) o005 | 1026 | 1154 | 1,046
o Sept. ,, |raby | nr10 | 1,218 fra3q | Loazo jLI63 | 140 | o005 | nIe? | rzr | 1,052 | 1,145
o Dee, o, |1377 [ru3r ) i223 [ 7,045 022 | Levs | 1057 (1,006 | 1,604 | 1,137 | LI3O [LIS)
947 Mar, Qtr, §1,102 11,140 | 1,234 7| 1,155 | 1,137 | 1,180 | 2,180 [ 1,104 | 1,008 | 1,144 | 1,164 | 1,256
" une ,, |1,704 | 1,150 | 1,237 | T, 060 | 7,047 | L, 001 0¥ | 123 {030 | 1,161 | nay5 [ 1,171
o Bept. ., Fro218 | 1,a69 | 5,258 [1,183 | ,169 | 1,204 |1,289 | v,v32 | 1,330 |r.aro | 1,088 | Lx8%
o Dee. , |1.247 | 1,009 {1,258 | 1,211 | 1,196 | v,239 | f,228 1,100 jravr | 1,203 | L2190 | T.233
1948 Mar. Qir, {1,270 | 1,233 | 1,524 | 1,243 | 1,225 | 1,267 | 1,240 {1,199 | 1,206 | 1,233 | ,240 | 1,246
v w  Juoe ,, |1,30% |1,263 | 1,384 | 1,277 | 1,263 | v,302 | 1,272 | 1,222 | 1,222 | 1,256 | 1,266 | 1,268
o Bept. .. 11,337 {1,206 | 1,306 | 1,300 | 1,208 | 1,334 | 1,300 | r,256 | 1,256 | 1,206 | 3,297 | 1303
o Den 1,359 | 1,324 [ 1,419 | 1,341 | 1,318 | 1,357 | 1.345 | 1,204 | 1,200 | 1,325 | 1,320 | I,341
ig49 Mar. Qtr, | 1,301 { 1,352 | 1,461 | 1,3%0 | 1,358 | 1,380 | 1,363 [ 2,318 | 1,314 | 1,344 | 1,340 | L350
»o June ., 11425 | 1,303 | 304 | 1421 | 1,303 | taeq Loz | 1385 | 1,335 | 1385 | 1,387 4 L300
~ o Sept. . | 1482 | 54T [ 1554 1 La34 | LaIT | Da5T § 1,422 | 1,360 | 1,366 | 1,401 | 1,404 | Lq17
s Dee. o F1,486 D40 ) 1,503 | naby | 1448 | 10488 | 1472 | 1,320 | 1,424 | 1,457 | 1,451 | 1,468
1950 Juar, Qtr, | 1,515 | 1473 1,6!3 1,495 | La75 | 1,513 K 1,501 | 1,436 | 1,462 | 1,493 | 1,483 | 1,408
w  June , 1,364 {1,519 | 1,64 1,555 | 7,522 | 1,562 | 1,542 | 1,480 | 1,405 | 1,523 | 1,531 1;5%3
» o Seph o |3013 1,552 1,787 (1,507 | 1,570 | 1,610 | 1,560 1,512 1,529 | 1,559 | 1,571 | 1,566
n Dee. ,, 1,680 | 1,623 1,790 | 1,664 | 640 [ 1,678 | 1,845 11,588 | 1,507 | 1,610 | 1,648 | L6842

(#) For Index-upmbers for Capltal Cities, Hovember, 1914 t0 1920, #2¢ page 20
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Caarrer L—Rxraiu Pricks A¥D PRICE IRDEXES.

Al Ttems (** 0 Series) Retail Price Tndex-Nombers : Thirty Towns— continved.
{Baze: Weighted Average of Siz Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.}

GUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA,
o . 2
L A L] E -

Perioid, : 3 = - : a5 = : =

| § .80 % | & |%g8| £ 448 2| 3] .4 3gd

218 |s5| 8|3 S HERE g% . "g’ §? HEr

& o =3 . =%

R RS2 B ] =X 8 - % 1]
E| & 28| & | & |paw] % (d53:] & | BS |&2 |g5a

Nov. 1914 (@) 613 .. .. .. . 639 . .. .. . ..
PPN 1 7.7 S 023 49 g7t | 1,o250| og4e| 941 939 998 | o5 | 1039 g48 99z
. ez .. | By 41 | 883 | a6sbl Borcl Bzy | wesa | €03 | w2 | gob | 808 a7
Year 1923 .. f 923 | B899 | 8B4 | grob gmc 917 | 1008 | 932 | 936 | o030 | 934 1001
o Egzq .. f o015 | Bg0o | By2 | gozb| Hobe| gog |1,005 | 625 | 943 | Gls | 909 | 2007
W 1925 .. 923 | g9Ip | 907 89bb| goje| 920 li,028 | o030 | oby 937 | Lo08 |00
W B1026 .| oso | 45 | o47 | 23 ofiel. 940 |r026 | o033 | 08B [ 946 1,016 | 1020
W 1927 L 922 914 929 9184 g4be| 23 1,018 932 479 045 | 1.023 | 1,012
o 1928 L) 517 | 506 | o903 | 925k g1raqp ous Jre2r | 9271 péo | 9B 1017 10%p
W 1820 .. | 923, w16 | ogog 3395 g1e| o1z |1.037 | 943 [ obo | gy {1,043 ] o050
. 030 .. | fsg | BBs g B6E B3ab| BBac| B63 | o952 | 585 | gay| er¥ | ofu | g48
R 7% ¥ S 798 816 Bab Bz25b|  B1%¢] Sox 837 Bo1 B34 831 884 836
w1937 .| 7840 BB yyg [ 7oab| ppz| 768 802 | yr2| gox | 816 848 o,
o o033 .| 75| yyB | owsz | peabl syl s3] 78y | v4y | 762 | oo Baz i iy
w 1031 .. 762 735 259 750b|  #b1c| 164 Boh 785 28 foo 832 Boy
o 1035 . 7Bo | 7B5 | 726 | 8gh| sbge| 7o | Bze o3| 789 | Bog | 833 | Biy
w1936 L. Hog4 | Box | Boz 8rob|  wrgcl Boz | 839 [ ¥bs Bry 818 | 843 FETY
W 1037 .. 81y " 340 840 883 8oy 840 859 709 844 830 d51 13 )
R 151 T 852 843 B3 902 831 854 88 786 868 840 868 B8y
w1939 .. 870 | 858 | &2y | orB8 ) Bgr | 8yr| oo6 | Brol| 896 | A7z Bg7 ] oo
» 840 .. | o908 | 898 | go5 | o950 | Br0 | goo | 036 | 833 | o019 Boa|.924 | g3t
o B4 963 | 951 955 | 1,004 938 | 464 | oBRB| B3z | ovb | o046 | 9 983
o $gaz L. FI033 | T.033 [ 1,032 | 1,075 (Lot5 | 1,035 {1,075 962 | r,a57 | 1,014 | 1,053 1 1,060
o 1043 .. |rorz 1,080 | 1,071 | 1LTL4 | 5087 | 1,075 f1002 958 | 1,087 [ 1,061 | r0f7 [ 1,007
w 1944 .. Juorr [Lods |04 (1,117 | 1087 | 1,075 [ 1,008 998 | 1,081 | 1,064 | 1,087 | 1,093
w1945 .. loorz 11,087 | 1efg | L114 (1084 (7078 L1002 | 099 | 5085 1,070 | 1,005 | 1,008
oo 1946 L. 1,003 |07 | 1,006 [ 1,138 | 074 | 1,007 | 1,020 | 5,020 [ 1,306 F 1003 | Li08 (1,116
w 1947 .. |nIar a5z D140 [ LIBE | fiis (1,040 | 1,365 | 1067 (1,352 [ 1034 | 5,152 [ 11607
o T0a8 L. |T.24% 5246 (3,241 (1282 pu221 | 3,244 |2.277 | 366 1,260 jr.23% | 3,253 | T.273
oo todg o 1348 | nabe | 357 | Laog | 5,335 | 1252 | 1,395 | 1,265 | 1,300 § 1,340 | 1,308 | 1,588
w1950 472 | 1456 | 5201 | 1,525 | 1,464 | 1,478 | 1,521 | 1423 | 1500 | 1,400 | 1,490 | 1,516
wp3p Bept Qtr.| 866 | 853 | 861 g12 853 867 | w0 812 Boy | BG6 | Bob | Bgp
1944 Mar. Ger. | vorz 11,087 [ re0s | 1016 | 1,046 | 1005 o008 ogob | 1,08t | 1,057 | 1,083 {1093
o dune ,, | 1072 | LoBs 1076 | 1,210 | 000 | 5,070 §1,006 | 00z 3,077 [ 1087 | 50092 | Lo
o Bept. L, | 1071 (108 jrepq |27 1087 | 1075 100 995 | 1,084 | 1,071 | 1,095 [ 1,096
o Dee. o Lrefs iro8 1071 |11t | 1,086 |03 F1,008 996 {1,080 | 1,070 | 1,089 | 1,003
1045 Mar, Qir, {1,091 | 1,086 | 1,077 {0,017 | 086 | 1,075 | 1,008 993 | 1,080 | 1,087 | 1,080 | 1,094
e dune 1,072 | 1,088 [1,083 [v,71%5 |1,08% [ 1,076 J1,100 6a6 | 1,084 | 1,068 | 2,000 | 1,096
o Brpt o, 1,069 [ 085 | 1077 | 1102 | 1,049 | 1,073 | 1,703 | 1,003 | 1,0B& | 1,073 | 1,000 | 5,049
o Dee, |, Br075 [1,088 | 2080 (1,114 (1,056 | Torr | 1,166 | 1,005 | 1,090 | 1,073 | 1,007 | 5,302
19456 Mor. Qbr. {081 1,003 | 1,086 | 1,133 [ 1,061 | 1,084 | 3,130 | 1,000 | r,003 | 1,079 | 1098 | 1,106
. dane ,, ieg0 |1,001 | 1092 {1,126 | Tor0 | 1,693 | 1127 | 017 (L1106 | 1,095 | 1,209 [ 1,116
o Sepk. . |00z |3,706 | 1,093 [r138 |T,073 | 1,008 | 1727 [ rozz (1,107 | 1,095 | 1,168 | 3,117
o e, Ixate iz jyvaosx (5356 Y000 Dxasyg $1,328 L 103r D xosvy (1003 |58 |11y
rg47 Mar, Qbr. | 1,029 {1,139 |rvaé o172 | nro7 {1,127 [7,137 | Logr | 1,125 [rar3 {324 |2093
wo dwwe o Lizes oeqr [nozg Faadg {xaoB |er2g Drase | o6r | age [ 1aer | ugg [ 1a%e
o Sepb. ,, | LT3 | ba53 | 1,042 (108 | nare 1,140 | 1,169 | 3,072 (1,156 | 1,157 | 1,150 | 1,188
w  Dee, , | 1163 |nays |z1683 {1001 |T,132 (1,165 | 1,108 | 1,005 | 1,788 | 1,063 | 5,381 1,193
3948 Mar, Qtr, | 1,103 | t,ug9e | 1,091 | 1,230 [1,168 [ 1,708 | 1,226 | 1,724 | 1,218 (1,007 | 1,213 | 1,222
w June 0 |rz27 1,232 | 1,225 | 1,263 | 203 | 1,229 | 1,262 | 050 | 1,244 | 1,223 | I,238 | 1,257
w  Bept, ., fr12%1 (1,260 [1.259 [1.300 |r,2q1 | 1,256 JI,703 | 081 | 1,273 | 1,250 | 1,266 |1 288
s Dee 4, |r2or f1,202 L290 |1,33% [ 1,276 | 1,204 | 1,327 | 1,207 [ 1,308 | na271 | 295 | ra2
1040 Mar, Qte J 1208 | ra04 | 307 | a6 | 2By | ngoe | faay g | Laee [ raor 1507 | 1848
woodune 138 ) k340 1 1,340 | L3y | 0337 | 1,343 | 1,377 | 1ano | 5,350 § 330 | 1,352 | 1,372
o Bept. 1,304 | 1,377 § 1,273 | 1,418 | 1.352 | 1,30 1,408 | 1,300 [ 1,331 | 1,354 | 1,382 | 1,402
wo Der. 1,793 | 1.408 | 1,309 | rgss [ 1374 | 1,307 | 1,490 | 1,340 | 416 | 1,382 | 100 | 1,435
1050 Mar Qir. | r40q | 1420 | 1428 [ 460 | D407 { L4910 | 1,456 [ 1350 | La3s | 1405 | Lais | 7,458
wo e . lr446 [ 1455 | 1,461 1,506 | 1,437 | Ga80 | 1,492 [ 1,307 | 1,468 | 1,452 | 1,475 | 1,487
o Bept. 4, 4Bz 11,496 {1,497 | 5.528 D rayr DBy brsay | na31 |s501 | 1,516 | 5,501 {5,523
wo Dee. | 1546 | 1,562 [ nsyr | 1595 |58 | 1.553 f 1,608 | 1,503 | 1.597 | rba2 | 3,550 | 1609
{a) For lndex-numbmll‘ for Capital Citles, Novemnber, 1914 40 1020, 2ee page 20, {¥) Charler?

arwlek. *

Towara,

{e)



Juanetion.

(£} #erhan,

Gf) Tencouafield,

'FABULAR STATEMENTS OF RETAIL Prick INDEx-NUMBERS. 23
Al Items (** ¢ ' Baries) Retail Price Index-Numbers : Thivty Towns—continsed,
{Base : Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.)
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. = .
—| 828
[y [ ae |
A 5 o &= %
§ % ‘ ;1% | 22|
- o -] . -
Pertod 2182 4 |55 |5 % H ggg 22 | 222
= a ; . = ==
HEEAEIE R A AR R R |
Y - & ) 20 | B
Egzgsss‘aaﬁggg,?ﬁ-xgag
Im|E| 2 | R[S |Ew|m ]| 2| A & BEa| 35384
Hov. 1grqlal] 7o7p .. . ‘e . . 687 .. .. T . .. 68T .-
v T911 | 1.00801.048| b1,030 1,045 1,086] 1ozo| 1,070 1,067| ex003] dovs|ro5r)1,057) LO1S | 1013
w 1922 031| o964 938f 9 ool o41] opy| 976 egra| d798| ‘gy4| ors| 98} 96T
Year 1013 977 1,006] gGs] ¢6z2|1,006| vBifr,0e2] ¢35 grr| 956| ob|rorh|t0p3 | 99
w 1024 982] 1,009 963 oBa| 1,012 o86) 051! oRs| 968} 9%c| ogsy|neac| 987 | 280
w1935 94 1009 1,00 g8s[ 027 o96{r,026] 68 952 94 or8| tooz| 997 a
w  1gub R 1,002 ggs g78{ orz| godvess| 973  o5y] 948! o56] reer] 1LOIL [ LUUE
w1927 | 9B4] oyl oB8| ob3|roto| 985l '99B| g¢33] 936 9zs| o33} orr]l.002 | 997
» 1038 Jnorzl gos| 1,003 963]1,009] oo} oBo| g¢s57| wes1| 909] @14 966|008 |1.003
w1920 | 102601032 1022 973| res1{re28i,eo0] 96y  pes 948 o72| 986] 1,033 1,026
w1930 977l 9B6) oon| 966]10z0{ 979] os6| oq0] or8| 920" giaf s 5[ W
w1031 88s| gazl as8| 87y| 9s5r| Ber] &r5| 865 B32| B3| 88| 8ol Oy | 870
w1032 840| g4o] Bgqi 42| 9o4| Bsz| Beq| 83z 81 Boo| arys| 538 930 | 829
w1033 Bre| gar|  Bref 224| Bs:| B8as| s2s| Bry|  srs]  »ra|l 863 E2e] B804 | BOI
w1934 B30; . 475 dz5 B43| 0G| B4zl B3| 823 FEe 787 s8] 83| B17| 816
w1935 834 r,011|  Bag| 865| B86) B48| 849! 814 92| Sor| 8y3] 8510 g2 | 831
w1936 8s6i 1,027 860| G&Ro| 933[ B7u] B86a| Bgo| 8u4] Bog| 8so) d5c] B850 | 848
w1937 #69i s,000{  Bgo| Boy| oro| S8y Brs| Bs6| By B33| 857] 8ot) &r3 | BN
»  I938 882 1,038 gool org| 957| Bey| 8B7| 82| 8Bs| 848| eFs| 8] 807 | 894
w1919 901} 1,066 915 gzt’- oo5| o1s5] oo8| 838 Bzg| 861| goa| Sp&] 920 | 97
w 1940 | 93271000 94¥| obz| ooof 9a6| o43| o9z6] gry| 806| o35 936| 957§ 984
o 1040 o] 003 [,16%] r017) 1,018 o855 tLo0f] o001 74 Q7L 951 o827 o8ol 1.008 | 008
w942 | 1007|1175 1,070 1,068| 5,t14] 1.070] 1,078 1,040 1,038 012|148 toto] 098 | 1,067
w1943 | rotodi ez rarr| rooz| 1,a6s) r,axz) ary| 078 ro8R| Losd| 10p0] raen | 1LE9) | 12T
w1044 05| sxnl 113 ate) o) g res) ezl s06sl 1040| 5 102) 1080 126 | 1122
w1045 1007 rz02| 1013|1008 1,070} 1,000 Lo} oz nLoo3] 5,045 oo egr] 1,026 | 1123
w1996 Nruzrleees| ro3zgnaso| o8z noas s ez8| noge| rogs| reore|raag| riezc] 1,145 | 1,542
w1947 | bt n265) 1% 5,003 nz2n] nedo] narR) 0, ra7) re32] LaT0) 170 64| 1,188 | 1685
w1048 [1,204)1,368) rayz2| 1,277 1,327} 1.273] 1,202 1254 1,232 1,220( 1,280 1274|1205 |4.292
oo 10a0 | Lo nsez| 1,g20f tg2a| 475 1438 rarg| 1ad0l LBy 1,351 400| naog] 1315 | 1413
1050 [ 1,598 06361 1.550f 1,350 | L671( L547| r.52E) L.03| 1.a84] T8 1494 1,5r1] 1668 | 1,556
1939
_Bept. Qir ] godiaobep  ors{ 939) 966l 18] oos| 886| 878 6o goz) soh| 818 | 914
1044
l;nr. Qtr. | 5,302 1,103| 1,100] 1004 | nare| forre] 1 os] 1,000 rers] rogel 10os| Lofe] 1,024 | LIZD
June ., [rta03) 1,505 1,173 L1eg] Lor?| 1.012] Lroo| ro61| 1086] 1,031 1,006 1,0838 1,025 [ 1021
Sept, o, |r,eve| 2,208 18| 0| e8| L8] 10| 1072| roBe| 1,045| 1,110] 1,003) 1,120 | 1125
Dec. ,, [|1.0q) 1,203] re00| 5050 GodB) o] e 1067 tosal 108741008 1,080] 1126 | 1,082
Iges—
‘Mar, Qtr. | s,to4] 1,007 rarr|oonn| 1,167 1,003) 1008 | 1,064 1,033 1e37|1,304] 10858 1123 1,120
June ,, |08 1,204] rres|rary] roare| 7] Logy| nodr re55 o3| ie6| ro8s] L0125 |22
Sept. . |3,508| 1,204] r,5e4d ,516) vz g oz ners| 1,065 1045|1002 1,002] 1,026 § 1123
Pee, ,, [r,207 1,202 1010|1015 Li68 1 ris| roozof 1085 1.080f rebofrriB)zrosd f,120 |.£g?_
S| ULAES oLk
© U Mor, Qbr | needl sl porze| naes]| Loer| naas| rze| nods| nor8j reotaltaeo) naos] L34 | LESI
June ,, [rrezpnazg) aegs),a0] iRe) 1oas) sz Lo06] et rovz|sage] ] Li4E | L2
Sept. ., |r,028| 12230 1,334} 1,037 1a88| 1,035 1043 1, 102| z008] re86|r,ost) 112601146 | 1,143
Dee. . [ aas] 20| g nugs] naes) Lashassl ol 1r03] rearloass)aagy] 156 | 1153
1947—
Mar. Qir. Y rora6) 23] 1045 Lrge| nreb) toegs] fasz] noee| raof) rougforsy)nrs] 0,065 1 E 82
June ,, {rasifr,es3f 1060 63| nro| veeef 1088 1,033 roes| noros|eas] naar] LT L LT
Bept .. |1a67| 270 varrina8o| teze] a6 a8y| 1,us83| r,rg0l 1126] 2088 071,992 | 1,189
Vec. .. [|r,089]1,207] t,z00| rzo1] 1,251) roaggl 6 1,183 1,0RE] rorge] g s zetg 1,220 | L2IB
Ign‘T e || | S | e — ntm— | — — — _-_— —_—
BMar Qbtr. fr,221; 60,3300 t327| 1,232 | ,280{ 1,230] r,2q0) L2080 1788| rorziregy|e,zesy 248 B1,245
June ,, 1.238 1,342 1.248f1,240] 1,300| 1,247| 1,276} f241| 1,218] 1,213|r,267]|1,260] 1,278 J1.275
Sept. ,, 1,282 1,383| 1,2B0)t,208] 1,344 1.2g1] t,307] 1,267| 1,za3] 1,237 |ieoz|z88) LD [1,308
Dee. ., ,316| 1,915 1,322) 1,327| 1,383| 1,325] 1,344 | 1,307 | 1,270] v,250| 1,325]1,324f L340 [1.338
49— -
Mo, Qbro ] 38| 1,449 0347 1355) et L3488 a7o| Laght 1,323 1306) 1,361 1,363 1.364 | 1,362
June . 06| e8] naro)5g20 Laze| rangf narz) ca¥s) n3ss] nasr| noaes| oaeqg 1403 | L4401
Bopk. L | tagas| n525] 1446] 0447 La04] La43] 1.425] 1,399 1 3B2) n364| 1407 1] 0428 ] 1.425
. 1,450) 1,544] 1467 La72] 1521] 1,467] Laso| 1.428) raob| 98] 1,436] 1.442] 1466 | 146
5,479] 1,571 1494 1,409] 1,546 | 1487 1,455 1.424| T.407) 14130 14310 1,44111.401 1 1.488
L5171, 010 1,552 1,532] 15900 1,526] 1,501) 1,465] 1,459 IL.453]| t,97r] 1.455] 1,534 | 1.530
05471 1,052 561 1,553] r623) 1sse] .s47) s03] 1.492) 1,487 1,518 1,531 1,572 | £.568
nbozl 2,708 1,61gl1.633) 1,686| 1,607 1,800 1,560 1,566 1,571] 1,555 £,5870 1 1633
{m) For index-mumbers for Capltal Cities, November, to1y to 1920, #20 page 20 () Midiand
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CrarrEr [.—RETArL PRricES AND PrICE INDEXES.

Retail Price Index-Numbers : Group {(a), ** B ** Series and All Items (** G »* Series)
Additional Towns not included in Weighted Average, Thirly Towns.

{Base of each ©* Group ™

. dre. : Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

ANNUAL.
Town. [ 1030, | 1040. | 1981, | 1942. | 1043. | 1944 | T943.] 1946. | 1947.{ 1948. | 1949. | 3950,
Gpove I.—F0o0D AND GROCERIES,
Warwlick, Qtd, . 860 B2 900 958 956 | o84 991 | 1,610 1,001 | 1,223 | 1,360 | 1,494
Port Augusta, 8.A. 995 | t,01r | 2,033 | Loor | 5,063 [1,054 | 1,003 {1,067 {0,130 | 1,284 | 1,404 (1,302
Whyalls, 3.4, Y- .. .. .. s . . ve .. 1,173 | 1,320 § 1,439 } 1,617
Canberes, A.CT. .. Vnosy 1,080 | 1,050 V1,142 11,133 V1,108 | o109 13,004 13,168 11,324 {3,472 | 1,634
GRoUP JI.—HOURING {4 AND 5-ROOMED HOUBEB).(0)
Warwick, Qid. .- 667 | 68y | Gg3 | goz ) Fa0}-737 M40+ 745 ) 5L P56 | 763 | 3
Port Augusts, 8.A... 665 6y | 683 | &p0 | 6B | oI nIs 718 1 23 128 FET] T40
Whyalla, 5.A. .. .. .. ve .. .. .. .. 770 771 773 773
Canberra, A.CT. .. 083 1 o851 984 | o085 ) o861 986! o871 o881 o8B! g8g! ogol go3
Grours I -1 —F00D, GLOCEBRIES AND HoUstNag (“ B ' SERIE® INDEX).
Warwick, Qld. 283 799 817 §56 B2 886 891 Q04 955 12,039 | 1,124 | £,203
Port Augnsta 8, A 864 823 8ob 93T gLy Q14 925 99 968 | 1,065 | 1,144 § 7,260
{elln,sA .. "] I . .. .. . v | L0013 | 5103 | 1,126 | 1,294
Canberra, AT, .. 11,026 11,028 ) 1,028 i 1098 | 3,073 | 1,058 | 1,059 15,662 V1,006 | 1,297 | 1,280 11,381
{roor 11T.—CLOTAING,
Warwick, Qld. s B34 938 | 5,107 | 1,291 § 1,427 Y 1,417 11,419 1 LaBs (1,560 § 1,752 | 1,061 2,202 -
Port Augustn, 8.A... 851 030 | 1,112 | 1,283 | 1,408 | 1,415 1,410 | v,502 | 1,503 | 1,788 | 2,007 | 2,268
Whyalla, 8.4, ‘. . .. .e ‘e ‘e .. .. .- 1,594 | 1,757 | 1,086 | 2,255
Canherra, AOT. .. 852 961 11,150 11,334 L r,508 11,485 {1,468 | 1,950 D609 11,826 L0y | 2,431
* G8OUP IV.—MISCELLANEODS. '
Warwick, Qld. v |1,009 | 1,023 | 5,672 | 1,159} 1,213 | L 215 {1,214 | L2218 1,235 | 1,287 | 1,359 1I,43L
Port Augusta, S.A... o83 {1,003 {1,099 [1,072 | 1,209 }1,210 | L2100 | 1,312 | r,256 | 1,518 | 1,504 [ 1,446
Whyalla, 8.4, .. —a i .. e .. ‘e .. s 1,233 |I,284 | L3279 | 1,397
Canberra, A.CT. .. 868 SO 967 L roré 11,082 | 1,078 | rerr 3,080 D112z Vrp0z | b2st | 1,340
i GQrourA [-1V.—ALL FrEna (' Q" Series) INDEX,
Warwick, Qld. .. B4y 867 | o926 [n,007 | 1,055, 1,061 j 1,004 | 1,087 [ 1,138 [ 1,234 | 349 | L4601
Port Augnatu g, A” . 88y G915 980 |1,053 | 1,096 | 076 | 1,084 | 5,308 | xa57 | 1,267 | var | 1,512
{' lln, §.4. . L. . .- o e . v a8 | n2rr | Laro | 551
Qanberra, A.C.T 956 g8 11,040 Veyoar 10,068 1,053 L rrge Laa70 V12to | t,327 | 456 L nGoo
QUARTERLY.
1948, 1949, 1950
Town. Mar. June Sept. | Dec. Mnlk % J unc pt Dee. Mur | Juone t 'Scpn % Dec.
- Q'ir. || Qtr. "ir. | . Q. Qir.
GROTP L—--FO'DD AND Gsooxmns.
Warwlck, Qid, ve $ 1168 11,599 11,236 | 1,200 { 1,326 | 1,360 | 1,366 | 1,388 | 1,422 {444 | 1400 | 5,577
Pott Augusta, 3.4... | 1,211 | 1,257 | 1,505 | 1,365 | 1,301 | 1301 | 1,409 | 5,464 | 1,506 | 1,535 | 1,663 | 1,729
Whyalla, 8.4, <o | 1255 | 1,296 | 1,337 | 1,592 { 1,405 | 1,473 [ 1,433 | 1,503 | L,543 | 1,558 | 161t | 1,757
Canderra, A.CT. .. lt,26r L1290 11,333 11,420 P14 Lrasé Ve a72 o510 D 1,530 brs6z d 1,654 1,781
GEODP [L—HOTRING (4 AND 3 ROOMED HOUSES).(b}
Warwlck, QId. .. | 754 ¢ 75s | 758 738 | #B3 [ s63 ) 763 | 763 | 763 | 631 sBr | s8:
Port Angusl.a S.A.. rza | Y24 | y26 ] w26 | wab ] 26| 7ah | 738 730 739 756 ) 76z
Whyalla, 8.A. ‘e 771 27 7L brd 773 773 773 773 773 773 773 773
Qanberrs, ACT. .. 989 989 o989 989 Qo 900 n;ngt:il 990 | 990 090 991 | 1,007
Groors 1-1L—Fo¢p, QGROCERIES AND Houstig (B ' SgRIES IRDEX).
Warwick, Qid. v | 1,004 |1,023 |Log7? |T080 | L,103 | 1224 | 1,023 | 1,248 p1,162 41,075 (I,201 ) 1,263
Port Augusta, 8.A... |[1,018 |1,047 |1,076 lD,011 | X028 | 1120 (1,040 | D19y Lozog | oy220 Q0,268 | 1,248
Whyalla, 8.4, vo | 2063 | 1,088 | 1,113 [ 1,047 {1,055 | n.a60 | 173 | 1,215 § 1,230 { I,249 | Labo | 1,300
Capberra, ACT. .. l1,153 ln,070 11,006 t1,243 13,266 Vrerr r2Bo L1304 11,322 11,336 | 1,302 L1473
Urove IHL.—CLOTMING, )
Warwick, Qld. o | 5,648 Jry12 | nys7 | 811 | 1,798 1 1,040 | 2,032 | 2,073 {2,093 ) 2,075 | 4,230 | 2,312
Port Augusts, S.4... |570r [ 1,779 | 1,816 | 1,845 | 1,852 | 1,000 | 2,072 { 2,045 [ 2,253 {2,244 | 2,287 | 2,386
Whyslla, 3.4, .. | 1,697 | 1,754 ) L,277 1,739 841 §1,060% | 2,035 } 2,101 | 2,100 | 2243 | 2,281 § 2,388
Conberrs, A.CT, .. l573x 11,816 11,882 11,880 | 1,054 | 2,002 | 2,250 | 2,261 lg,a10 | 2,410 12,466 12,538
GROUP IV.-—MIFOELLANEODS,
Warwlck, Qld. oo [1232 | L,283 | ,3%0 | L322 | 1,323 | 1333 | L3E7 | 1,394 | 1,392 | L34 | D441 | 1498
Port Aususm 3 A vo | 1306 | 1,300 | 315 | 1,343 0,347 | 1,379 | 1,384 | 1,386 | 1,386 | 1421 | 1,449 | 1,526
Whyalla, 3.4, 1,281 ¢ 1,279 §1,284 [ 1,200 { 1,297 { 1,320 | 1,343 { L343 { 1,342 | 1,377 [ 1398 | n472
Canberrs, ACT. .. l1a66 l00g l1203 big2e6 Voayz Vo2sq V0,258 | 1260 | g00 4 1,527 11,538 ) 1,905
GroOUPS T.-1V.—ALL ITEME (" ' " SERTES} INDERX.
Warwick, Qld. vo [ LABS | 1,220 (L2409 | 1,282 {1,204 | 1,339 | L37T | 1,300 | 1406 ) 5432 | 1474 | 1,533
FPort Auguatn, 3 A... |1221 | 1,253 [1,2 1,313 § 1,325 | 1,335 | 1,387 | 1.426 | 1,443 :.4?% 1,522 | 1,604
Whyslla. 8,A. .- 1,230 1,267 [ 1,288 | 1,313 | 1,329 | 1,355 | 1,391 | 1,430 | 1,446 | 1,488 § 1,518 [ 1,600
Conbera, ACT. .. lr1280 '1,515 V1,341 V1375 1 1,408 | 1,445 13,466 1 1,505 11,531 | 1,567 1,624 V1,680

(a) See footnota (a) oo page 10.

(b} See footnote (b) o page 10,



I'ABULAR iSTATEMERTS OF RETAIL iPRIOE INDEX-NUMBERS,

Retail Price ‘“Groop’* Index-Numbers(a): Thirty'Towns,
{Basewof each Group @ Weighted dverage.of Siz Capitali\Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.)
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| NEW 'SOUTH WALES, VICTORIA.
Petlod, s o o o ..l 8 . . : g e .
% g a Z = E&E g - ) g : 3%3
Bl P 8|22 |585 25|25 5|58
] W <] &= . -
sl E |8 &0l 322 |2 BE Edn
WGRoUP 1.-—I00n aXD GROCERIEA.
Kaov, 1914 (b} 038 .. .. .. . .. 616 .. e ‘e .. .
1921 964 | g77 | gr2| 950 | 935 | o641 o929 928 | o109 | o041 | 948 | g4
Year193p .. | 036{ 965 (1,306 | 90t | oto| oez | 943 | o030 | 00| o486 | 955 | 942
w1943 .. |T.042 {5,060 | 1,234 | 1,090 | 1,027 | 5,048 | 15055 { 1,049 | 1,042 | 1,013 | 5,035 | 1,053
w To44 .. |1028 | 7,045 | 4,252 | 1029 | 004 |4,032 | 1,049 | 1,037 | 1,042 | 7,006 | 1,037 1047
o 1943 .. 1roa5 11048 11,278 L1073 {15096 | 1,041 [3,087 f 1045 | 1,046 (1006 | 1060 | 1,085
o ¥040 .. §1,020 | 1048 | 1,277 | 1,070 | 1,048 | 1044 §1,052 | 1,052 {1,050 $1,012 } 1,070 | 1050
W dod7 Lo naro | a23 | G397 10026 | g {4016 §1,010 | 1104 {7,000 §1,005 | 1,118 | Hioe
oo 1048 L. | nas8 | n2rr |2a49q | 1200 | rerr | 1264 {r,2ra | 1,260 | 1,245 (1,265 | 1,267 | 1,272
o 1949 .. | 1388 | 1g0t | 1606 L gas | ate f 6305 {1,428 | 103 15,307 P L40T | 1,398 | 1417
w1930 . | 1,572 [ 1,570 | L899 | 1,634 | 1,616 | 1,579 | 1,605 | 1,505 | 1.505 | 1,597 | 1,602 | 1,604
1950 Mar, Qtc | 1,455 1,467 | 1,780 | r.510 | f.402 | 1,466 | 1,516 | 1,530 | 1,515 | 1,527 | 1,406 | z,517
» Jume , |v,818 [1,527 {1,812 {1,506 | 1,560 | 3,520 11,967 | 1,553 | 1,553 | 1,552 | 5,554 | 1,568
o Seph. ,, |1,800 | 7,580 | 1,043 | 1,658 | 1,043 | 1,605 1,814 | 1,504 | 1,602 {1,614 | 1,650 | 1,613
o Dee. . 1t713 | 5706 | 2,051 11,773 | 1,768 | 1,720 1,724 | L702 701 | ryo1 | 1,738 | 1,721
GBOUP IL.—HoUSING (4 AND 3-ROOMED HOUBES):({c)
Naov, 1914 (b} 758 s .. ‘s . .. 608 va e .. . ..
. to21 .. lro00 | B85 559 83| 306 b6 845 479 527 668 685 789
Yoar 1039 .. |1.033 ] PBgo | o4 | 871 | B33 |ro15| o35 | rta] Far| 826 | 921 | o38
o 1043 .. |To4z ] goz | ysz | 882 | 844 |tezy| ers | vonq 42| 8B 934 | 93b
o 1044 .. |Loaz | do3 | 33| 8z | Bg3|tezy| em | Il 43| 88 934 ] 058
w1945 .. | T043 003 76o | .485 843 | o2y 973 Flo T44 ik 934 033
wo 1046 L F1043 | goq | 61| 886 | M43 yro24 | 973l 713 | 743 | 887 | 934 | 935
W 1947 .. 3n04a | gos | yé3 | 8B7 | 44 |a025 | gyq | 725 | a3 | S8B | o934 | 936
n 1048 L. L0497 | Q06§ 70 883 | 845 |1027 | o074 | s2o | 746 | BBB | o34 | o086
o 1949 . 1,040 | 008 p 776 | B0 | 847 [noza] or6 ) 72y | e8| BBg | S3g| 038
» T950 .. lr0%0| 9off ; 7Bz | 8oz | 848 |10ar | or9 729 | 784 | Boo | 945 | obs
1530 Mar.Qir] 1,049 o 779 Bu1 845 | 1,030 978 728 754 88g 043 abo
. June , | 1,049 gol 783 Bgr | B4B | 1,030 g78 728 7b2 890 945 g6z
w Sept. ,, |1e50 | oo8 | 783 Boz | 848 [ruzr | oro ] w28 | 766 | Boe | o453 o961
,, Dee. ,liosot goB | 7B3 | Bg2 1 848 lrwoarl orgt 32| 773 | Boo |l o451 o062
Grour JT1.--CLOTHIRG.
Nov, 1014 (b} 755 .. .. . .. .. =80 ‘e e oo ..
w192 1,255 | 1,327 | 1,260 | 1,374 1,261 | 1,264 J1,271 (1,509 x,g:?o 1,363 1,612 1,356
Year 1939 .. 843 823 830 61 840 842 8az 851 4X 46 842 33
v 1943 .. | 1450 11446 | 1,438 15,463 | 147 | G450 | 0,455 11,473 | 1466 | 1,450 [ 1,462 | 1,486
w1944 .. | 0440 | 1,407 | G439 {5,458 § 1,450 | 1438 | raab | 1471 | 1,490 | 1477 17,472 | 1450
wo 1045 . | 5,425 11,430 [ 1,455 {1,448 | 1,455 | La27 | a3t | Le70 | 5,478 [ 1,480 | 1480 | 1,436
w1040 1516 | 1,510 1,548 11,838 L1345 [ 1,507 | 502 Loy | nsto [ sty Lesas brses
W 1947 .. J.S?é 1,573 | 1,588 | 1,607 | 1,610 | 5,574 | 1,563 | 1,566 | 1,582 | 1,572 {1,588 1,564
o 1048 . | 1,566 | 1,778 | 1,02 | 1,808 | 5.B22 {5,768 | 1,723 frree { L7a2 | 1735 (Al | 1,72
o Toan 2023 | 2,063 | 2,070 | 2,002 | 2,100 2,027 | 1,075 | 1,000 | 1001 | 1,081 | 1,081 | 1,077
wo1os0 . | 2320|2347 | 2,384 [ 2,381 | 21379 {2,333 | 2250 [2260 {2,259 | 2279 [2,280 [ 2,260
rg50 Mor. Qteld z000 | 2,208 | 2,246 [ 2,252 | 2,254 2005 F2,0a8 [2,050 Y2062 2073 |2,0487] 2,041
» June -, {2,307 | 2,323 (2,341 | 2,350 | 2,353 | 2,300 | 2,234 | 2,220 | 2,234 | 2,293 [2.258 | 2,234
o Bepb. ,, [2,373 | 2,378 | 20429 12,427 | 2,408 | 2,370 | 2,275 | 2,300 {2,286 (2310 | 2,318 | 2,278
o Dee. ., l2.447 12,468 12,518 [2.496 12,990 | 2,451 12,389 | 2003 | 2,353 j2.380 |2,395 | 2,288
. GROUP JV.—MISORLLANEOVE,

Nov. g4 (&) | 766 . .. o . e 728 . o e ‘. o
, tgit .. |5008 ) go5 {Id0z | g5 ‘gSg ro11 1021 | o956 | 1012 [1,033 ] &80 |1,015
Veur 1939 .. | 040 | 901 [ 1,048 | o8 | BB 038 | 977t 090 [ro04 | o8a ] o5r| ¢78
5943 .. | L,166 {ro7z [1,276 | 1,012 | 1,004 |1,160 5,055 J 1,103 | 1,206 12,188 {1,150 | 1,159
w1044 .. |11 | 1,079 (1,287 | 1,008 | 1,006 | 3,168 | 1,058 | 1,708 | 1,281 | rage [ 1,167 (1182
w1945 . |36 | 090 | 280 { rio7 | 1,008 §a,158 | rt5e (1,208 frare drtgz f 1,68 {1,163
o ioab L. | 1,370 | 1,083 (1,206 | rarr | 1000 | 1,068 |64 1007 | 1e0d | 5293 [T,104 {1,168
o 1947 .. hnzi6 | na2s | 1,350 |56 | 1,047 [0,200 (1,187 (1203 | 1,239 Y 1,273 | L85 | 1,091
o 1548 .. 1,268 pr,a84 | 1,445 | 1,274 | 1,208 |2,264 [L249 | 1,276 {1,205 | 5272 |t.240 | D282
w 1949 .. ) Ea64 | 1,266 | 1,520 | 1,206 | n2rn | 1,358 | x,321 | 5,351 | 1,358 | 1,340 | 1,320 | £,924
n 1950 1,470 | 1,360 | 5,640 | 1,402 | 1,350 | 1,404 | 1,420 | 1,449 | 1470 | T4q2 | 1,417 | 1,428
rg50 Mor. Qbr.f 1,435 | 1,337 [ 1602 | 1,331 |1.232 [ 1429 | ndor | 1427 | G44f 1417 | 1375 | 1403
5 dane ,, 11.44% | 1,343 | 1,610 1,392, 1.333 | 1,440 Y1407 | 2,426 | 1,452 | 1423 | 1,390 | 1,300
o Seph o, | 6,473 | 1,354 | 1,636 | 908 [ 1,355 [ 1,466 | 1404 | 7,430 | 1,456 | 1,428 | 1,406 Tr416
w Dee. o Vrszz | 1431 broprg log6y o0t o520 NigSz h1,50: 1,530 11,498 | 1,408 | 1,485
{a} See footnote {a)-oh page ro. %) For index-numbers for Capital 'Clties, November, 1914 to

1940, 428 page 20,

5412, —2

{
(e} See footnote (b) on page 10
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Reotail Prico * Group ** Indez-Numbers (s) ; Thirty Towns—continued,
{Base of each Group': Weightsd dverage of Siz Capital Cities, 192327 = 1,000.)

QUEENSLAND. - SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
_S = i® 3 :
Perlod. i al| = g (2. ql o ag| £ . s 1S a4
[ = -4 = £ag ] ki aldgq
: E*‘;"Eﬁfw?%%%‘géf B
™ Kd:1a o -] - W EE
A& (&3] e |3 (255) 3 (885 & |82 |2E2s0

GROUP [.—FooD AND GROORRIES.

Hov. 1914 (5} 614 e ‘e .. . .. 683 .. . .. . ..
oo 1921 .. 055 | Bas | o490 | otk 030d| o950 ] 9ar| o135 988 [ o923 097 | 9a3
Year 1939 .. | 864 | 823 | goq4 | 901 | o12| 3872 971 973 ) o995 oar: 987 | o4
w M3 oo | 9751 974 995 (1041 | 1033 | 9Bz | 1003 [ ne4q 11,076 | 084 | 1039 | 1,00
o 1044 .. gb3 | 1,003 jL,002 | 1,040 | L027 977 ag3 | 1,030 | 1,061 b | I,033 907
o 1045 .. ¢66 | 1,009 | 1,016 | 1,055 | 1,02 gfo |00z | Lo34 | 1,074 | 1,014 | 1,054 | LooG
oo 1046 L 681 ] 1,018 | 1,006 {1,001 | 1,030 993 | t,006 { 1,049 { L079 J L027 | 1,056 | 1,012
w 1047 . | 1,055 | re9z | 1,007 11,048 (1,012 | 1,068 | Lefy 1,103 (Lo 1070 [Ltay | Lo

oo Tas® L. |1.208 {1228 (re44 [ 208 | F288 {Larg | 1,230 (134 (1,294 [ 220 (1,260 | 1,233
o Eas Lo [ T333 | 5as8 | Tasrs | Gagz | 1,388 | 1346 | LasT | 386 | 1422 | 332 | 1,303 | 1,355
w1930 .. | 1,462 | 1,480 | 1,523 | 1,560 (1,505 [ 1,476 | 404 {1,531 | 1,585 Er,557 | 1,524 | 1,500

1930 Mar. Qbr) vq0z | 1,478 [ 1444 | L4090 | 0438 | nang | 1,428 L1457 (ns00 {1,473 | 1467 | 1432

»o June | 1,427 | 441 1,462 | 1,537 1,404 | 1,435 | 14445 [ 1,481 ] 1,516 | 1,448 §1,485 { 1,450

" i’)[:s[)t-. " l,4?3 1,436 T,52G 1,563 1,517 I,qu 1',4.96 1,54t | I,5¢1 I.5%02 ¢ 1,525 | 1,502
C.

" o lesse J57g f1,058 {0,638 11,630 | 1,568 1,006 | 1,643 11,722 | 1,776 1,620 | 1610y
Grove [I.—oveixe (4 AND 5-ROOMED HOUAERL(F)
How. 1914 (M) 463 . .. v .. s 611 ve .. i . s
. 19271 .. 620 | 347 | 470 528c]  $354f So4 Brg | 566 | Go3 ggz 566 1 a1
Y’anr 1939 .. Bsy 8s7 753 861 b40 8io | B23 188 710 U] 353 862
v 943 .. Boz B30 08 Aag 668 B0 Ba3 aBa o3 P L 755 B66
o 1944 .. 86 8549 767 86% 672 850 852 383 713 75 754 666
o 1943 .. 863 8o il 86 Gy Bs1 852 346 713 715 55 866
o Igqh L. 863 § 862 773 | 866 | Gda 851 By 390 71 716 755 g6y
o 1047 . Biy §64 i B6s 8z 8a3 for 398 711 718 755 870

w I048 L. 8005 Brg ELT BhG ffs Bss any 402 710 718 FEY 876
o 1040 .. R6g Rig ol Ry 680 859 g1z 407 710 772 7h2 R8s
» 1950 . f 883 | gos | B23| BES | 703 | Bray o929 4oy | 7rz | 31| Y64 | goo

19%¢ Mar. Qir] 8 Bo8 | Bré | 868 bg2 883 | 921 407 70 1 720 762 893
o Jone Syg 808 | Bi6 | 868 Ggz 868 | g25 407 710 | 729 762 896
v Sepd. ., | 884 gat | B2z 858 716 | Brs | 932 q07 | vr4 752 iz 903
o _Dec. | 808 1] ogrs | 83y | 8681 716 | 8370 gayi 4o2 | 714 ] 734 | 770 | gof

Onovp IIL—CLOTHING.,
Kav. 1914 (b} G657 . .. ‘. .. .. 756 . .. I L as
ozl L. J1,128 | 1,408 | 1,452 | 1,568 15004 1,235 | 1,103 l,a_‘jj 1,480 1,397 1,180 r,;g_s

x 52 b2

Year 1939 .. 840 8ad 856 | 855 52 843 853 5 854 17

o 1043 .. 1,420 | 1,426 {1,945 | 1,460 {1,435 | 428 J1,400 | 0388 [1400 [rgzg | 1423 | 1,408
" 944 .. J 5427 | vq08 [ 10454 | TLass [ 1,438 J1,030 [ a0 [ 305 [ vaEz 1,40 11,429 | 1,499
e 1048 .. 15430 | 1,405 11,454 | 37 |52 [ 6430 | TAE3 | 6405 ] a0 | 1,416 | L4a0g | 1413
o Iog6 L. f1%0% | 0478 leg 1,507 | 1,405 {1,503 | 1,482 [ 1,466 | 1,093 | 1405 | 1482 | 1,482
o 1647 o L6y (1543 | 1568 | 05y 1 u54r 10,563 | 1,554 | L5SY | 5,579 (T.sBr | 1,569 | 1,556
o Foq8 .. {1,735 jr63s |oras (rye8 (1,728 |a,730 Y nozr frger (ngse jngzg |norzz |7zl
o 0gy .. D voq8 F 1,932 (1034 4,857 ] 1,008 | f049 F 1,901 | nor6 § 080 1 Lose | 1,936 | 1990
w950 .. |zzes [2,223 | 2,238 [ 2240 (o252 | 2,220 | 2,296 {2250 | 2,250 {2231 | 2,700 | 2,250

1656 Mar. Qe 2,000 | 2,116 | 2,124 J 2,024 |2,128 | 2,005 | 2,125 | 2,130 | 2,029 | 2,082 [2,051 {2,125
o Juane | 2,187 | 2195 | 2225 | 2,221 {2,236 | 2,202 | 2,228 | 2,231 | 2,254 | 2,271 {2,275 | 2,228
o Sepd. | 2,251 | 2,244 | 2,250 | 2,200 |2.20y {2,252 | 2,283 | 2,270 | 2,253 | 2260 | 2,322 | 2,282
u_ Dee. o, [2355 {2,338 i2.347 {2379 {2,376 12,356 12,300 12,359 ) =382 12,365 {2412 §2,388

Groue [V.—MIBgBLLANEOTS,

Novw, 1914 (3) v28 . .. .. ' . 770 s .. . .. e
. gzt o, G944 953 | 1,002 | 10090 088 958 Froa | 1,065 | 1,063 (032 (1,000 | K036
Fear 1g3g .. | 955 | 983 | obot 498 | ooz | of2 [Loea | o881 599 JLor?{ 994 | 1,009
w1043 .. J 1129 | 1,367 | 1,163 J 1,180 | 1,150 | 1,138 §r2ar | 1,220 (3,207 {1,229 | 1,224 | 210
w1044 .. N L3387 | 1,560 | a7 ) 1,187 10,160 fr,aa6 Frens | a5 |20 §L232 | 5,237 | 1,300
v 1045 .. fretaz [ 1,366 |69 |r,oy8 1067 [rog2 [roery (1,237 | 1,000 | 1233 )220 | 1,254
e 1946 L | 136 | 1,367 | 1072 [ 1,283 1,156 | 7,048 {n2re | 1,242 | 1,276 | 1,239 | 5,233 | 1,330
v T947 .. ¥T, 054 12,288 | 1,088 a0 [0 [ 1,163 Yr,e51 | Lapy fnege 167 J a8 | 1,252
o 1048 . 1218 JE.2sr (1257 [ f.2va |t.2aB |v.oezs | xz2s |n3sT |1 o317 | 1388 frarn |n,328
oo 1942 Lo i 00 fn3e7 | 5347 1 L37s | 1,320 | L3o2 | Lapg | Lash | L3835 { Ty2a [ L350 | 1,306

oo 1950 .. {5363 | 1,308 | 1408 L nass | ety | 1505 L1ere | 1530 | 1,458 jr506 Y442 | 1472

1980 Rlay, Qbr.} 1,328 j1,327 1,368 | L4107 {1381 | 0,338 frere | narz 408 |63 | 1303 | 140
»o June  Prase |63zt | rag2 [ naey | 1,392 | 1351 | 1448 {510 | 1423 1492 | 1428 | 14350
e Sept. o, h1,364 1,305 | 1,407 { Lt | 1,423 | 1,376 [ 1,466 {1,520 [ 1,948 | 1,494 [ 1,435 | 10467
v Dee. . 1,418 11,458 P 1,463 11,526 11,457 | 7,433 V1555 b 1,617 11,554 V5876 Fa512 | 1 556

{a) Ses footnote (m) oo page 1o (6) For ladex-oumbepa for Camtal Cities, November, 1gi4 to
tozo, se¢ page 0. {e)} Charters Towers {d} Wnrwick. (e} See Footiote (b on page 10,




Tavvrar SraremeNts of Rurain Price INDEX-NUMBERS. 27

Ratail Price ** Group * Index-Numbers(e) ; Thirty Towns —rontinued
{Base of each Group : Weighted Averays of Six Capital Cilies, 1923-27 = 1,000 )

WESTERN AUSTRALIA ’ TASMANIA. Sq(8

£2 |

é|le® |- g < |8 ag -
T OTEEIRE| 5 || B Esm e | B |s | 3|8 |35y EE [z
S 2 = 5 £ a2 =28 ] g =3 & £ 520 56 |65

ES|E= ] % | 8 t |2ER]| 2 g B sl 3x | €3
22515 (& | 8|52 | 3 & | & 1557|33 |8a2
- Groul 1.—FooD 48P GROCERIEE.

Hov. 1914 (B 746 I \ .. 687 N .. e 641 e

1939 .. | 938 |1002 | 972 | 967 | 947 | o953 | g23 | oral e4v| o33 |r0f3; w2s | 627 | 90
1043 .. | 1,089 {1,178 [ 1,071 [ 1,030 | 1,080 | 1,008 Y1002 [ 1,017 | o006 { 0057 [ 1,037 | r,052 | EO3T | 1,030
w 1944 .. |i4,056 37,080 11,066 | 1,036 | 1,095 { 1,066 {1,035 938 | 1,090 {1,020 {1,035 | o023 | 1,026 | 1,020
w1045 .. | 5,000 a2 [ 1,060 | 1045 | 1084 [ 1,070 |1e43 | 950 | 1,024 | 1,026 fra53 |02 | 1,034 0,037
w Y040 .. L0850 | Lig2 | 1,073 | Lo87 | teol4 {1,070 | 1,069 [ r018 | 1,048 (1052 [ 1.7 | 1,055 | 1036 {1,040

1921 .. | 1,003 1.iéo 1,6:5442 1,040 1,1;31 1,033 | L0117 958 1,;68(1 g06e| o7z | 1011 950 D54
Year
-

v 1947 .. J1.004 | 1,230 | 1,725 | 1,000 V153 | 1135 | 2,282 (002 | 0108 (o2 1,233 | ez 000 | L104
w1048 .. Frzsy | 1,387 |22 | nasy | tare | n262 | 1,916 | 1,273 [ 1,276 [ 1,280 | 5,407 | 1,303 | £,256 | 1.260
v 1040 .. Frazz | tsr2 | b5 | b | e | LS fraos | 1,450 | 1460 | 1,473 | 1,560 [ 1 48y | 139 | 1390
w I9%0 .. |n507 5728 | 1613 | 1,610 | 1,636 | 1606 | U574 | 1,534 | 1382 | 1622 | 1613 | 565 | 1,566 | 1,570

1950 Mar. Qte] 804 | 7,648 | 1,537 [ 1,817 | 1.%%4 [ r.525 11,408 Jr.438 Ju,574 | 1,545 | 0,556 [ r400 | 1,473 [ 1,477

w Juoe . | 5550 | 6604 | 5B | 1367 | 1602 [ oare Ea,537 [ ha02 Fr5an | 1508 | 1,866 [ 1,520 | 1,520 | 1,524

o Bept. ,, 1608 f1,737 1,623 | 1,030 | 1,050 | 1,619 f1.597 | 1,556 15,527 :,sga 1,638 {1,585 | 1,582 | 1,585
1.7

w Doc. ,, LLror V1,833 | 1,008 13,723 11,739 L L.7ay | 1,065 § 1,031 | 1686 1,682 | 1,000 | I, 1,692
QroUP II.—HOUSING (4 AND 3-ROOMED HOUREB) {f)
Nov. 1014 (b} | 586 . 525 e 649

o 1921 oo | 34| 538 ) 616c| G4o | 77| ooy Bro &y6 | apad tTi0e) 493 yr9 ) WIT | BB
¥eor 1939 .. Bdy |1,3:8 BBS | r,005 | 1,064 915 §25 Bste 8ah 7hy Bob 887 965 M7
w 1043 .. 485 |1,098 | 898 | ovo |r058 | opez | o431 859 850 | #ro | Bos| 804 975 | 958
- 1044 .. B56 | 1,006 1 Bgo | o7 [1w59 | eoz | saz | 8 850 270 | Bos | Hos 976 | B58
w 10435 .. 886 | r037 | B39 | 975 {1,001 go2 033 | 862 851 arp 3 Bog | g6 975 | 958
w 10406 .. F 886 | ro35 | goo | ofo [1004 | poad 936 | B4 | B3y | sro| Bog | 833 ) 976 ) 057
w 1947 - F BBy |noRo | goo | 81 {1069 | gor| oib | 866 8s3| yro| Brg| S8gp f 877 | 058
w1048 885 | 1,082 g1z | ¢85 {1000 | oo ] 937 | 871 853 770 815 | oo 579 | 960
wo T910 .o | Rogs  nogs | usG jreos fueBol org | oage | S7a| 853 | 73| Brz | om 952 | 564
o TG5O .. gor | L1266 | o6y t1,028 |1,004 g26 941 376 835 748 818 goé 987 | 963

950 Mar. Qte| BB | 1022 | ofy |nong [ro0z | ozz | o4 8y 255 78| Bi7 | gos 984 | 956
oo June ) gor |1tz | 967 | 1,026 |1.005 | o025 041 Rz6 | 3455 298 87 | 90§ 986 | 967
n Sept. L, [ ooz |nazo a9y | 1,022 | 1,008 g2y 041 8y G55 2rd ary goe 982 569
w Dee, | gog lnaz9 | 067 |1034 Y1005 | 028 oar | 872 ) 855 7481 821 | oof 989 § 97|

Grooe ITL—CLOTHIRG.
Fov. 10134 T3] o4 . .. .. Bz5 ‘e . ‘e 754 ..

. ro3r ., |1,232 1.376 :.:}fizc Lgs4 | 1320 | 0,277 | 1427 1,650 x,éisd 1.405¢| 1,504 T 1,513 | 1,296 [ 1,290
Year 1939 .. B3z | &5s Baz 840 | Byy | d34 | 856 Bs3 ] B43 | Baa | 853, S34 | 844 84t

w 1943 .. | 1,396 [ 1,400 § 1,390 | Dave | 1,300 | 1306 | 427 | 1,404 | 1400 | 16 | 5304 | L4ER | 1,040 §1,440
w 1044 .. RT.40I 31,4720 [ 1,308 | 1,403 | 1,470 | 1,904 1,428 | 1,406 | T.4235 | 1,407 | 1,925 [1,920 | 1,435 | 1,438
w 1945 .. (1,410 $1,436 Llg0r | Daag | 1002 | e fagaze pr4rd | 1,926 | f425 | T30 | L4t 1,425 | 1,427
w1546 . F1407 F1516 {1,478 | 1482 | 1,480 (1,497 {5510 prg07 | 1503 | 1,533 | 1s2r | o509 | 1,505 3 1,508
w1047 .. | L36Y | 1,504 | 1,552 | 1885 10,553 [1.567 | 1,822 | 500 (1,570 | 1,599 {570 Ls73 1,568 | 1,567
w 1048 .. | xpsh | nrbo |res pra3y s fnzss | oral |t (720 | 0253 {nraz fnral | G4 | L T4
o 1940 o 2093 | 20ry | L0254 2003 | 2000 {2020 | Lo | 1,08 | 1,032 | 1008 | toas [ 1o | 1L99T | [,0899
w 1950 .. l2.280 ;2,285 |z.230 | 2,265 | 2,976 [ 2,287 | 2,286 | 2275 | 2,273 | 2,209 | 2,282 {2,282 | 2,286 | 2,287
1950 Mar. Qir) =070 | 2,033 | 2,006 (2,159 2,047 | 2,066 | 2,043 {2,941 {2,031 | 2,147 {2,018 |z,141 | 2,156 | 2,158
w dume  F2a6g [2,258 |08 | 2,228 | 2,240 fa200 |eeve | 2258 (o280 | 2283 | 2,209 [2,208 | 2,261 | 2,262
o Bept. . |2,315 | 2335 [2.271 | 2,200 2,315 [2.315 | 2,328 | 2,307 {2,207 | 2335 | 2336 (2,320 Y2,316 {2,817
" o K2qo8 213 V2,300 | 2,382 12,909 120y Ve or 12386 bo gtz {2033 12380 [ z207 12410 12410
GRroUP TV.—M15CELLANBOUS,

ﬁv.wu{b;- 780 .. s vs .. .. fog s o . .. .. 149 ..
w1931 .. | L0129 | 1,030 [3,016e] 977 |i.Toz | 1,020 932 als g.;ld qbce] 959 952 | LOGID | 4,009

Your 1939 .. | 934 | 973 | 948 91z |no3:{ w56 | 38| 947 74| 88z | BBr | o3y} ‘962 | 952

w1045 .. [T,036 |27 |1.140 0By Jrzes | 10150 | 105 | 1ot P1oos | tets | o [1093 (G0 | 1,050
w 1944 .. | L34y | 589 |43 {1,000 f 216 | 5,047 | 1,500 1,007 997 | 1,002 | 08z | 1,08y J1,165 | 1164
w1945 .. §1,128 11,176 | 1,136 | 1,09y | 1,208 | 1,141 | L eoo | 1006 997 096 | 1,053 | 1,080 | LIGI J 1,160
W F94B L. |43 (1072 a5y |[tood | 202 | 1,746 | rpo Y103 | 1000 oo | L0583 | Loy | LIGT | 1.166
o 10a7 oo |58 P8 fnape |13 | 12eo | 160 | 1,250 [raaes | 1029 {1,022 | tole [ rans | FL 199 (.97
w1048 ., | 1,202 | 1,230 t1,224 J1,168 | 1,274 | L206 | La25 | 1170 | 1067 | 1,060 | 1,005 | 7,263 | 1,267 | 1.256
s 1049 .. P1,2R8 f 1,390 | 1,302 | ,352 | 1,366 { f,2g0 § 0,219 | 2B {10008 | 109 | x5 | 1,206 | L3R § 1,336
w1956 . [ 1,357 11,361 | 1,372 | 6,318 f1453 [ 1,358 [ 1,203 |rz0t {5,101 | 1,166 | 2001 | 1,278 | 1,435 | 1,432
1950 Mar, Qtr | 1,346 | 1,348 {r.361 | 1300 | r.41f | 1,347 | 2,229 | 1,229 | 1,003 | 5,007 | g0 | r206 | 6,402 § 1398
wo June | 0345 | 1,357 [ 5367 | f312 [ro36 fnast | ,2q8 | 5,238 | noasy | oz |57 fnase | L4183 ] L4100
o Sept. , | L35y | 1,363 [1,372 | 1,318 [ Ld44 | 3,359 |tz | 5317 | 1096 | 80 {5,220 [1.300 | 1,432 | 1,420
b Dee. L, 11,374 Vrayy 10386 | na97 | 1508 11,370 V1,383 11378 hragz I rega { r278 1,366 | 1.4 1,489

(a) Ses tontnote (1) on page IO, (by ¥or index<numbers for Capitsl Cities, November, 1914 to 1020, Fep
page 10, (+) Midland Junction. (d) Heeling. (£) Beaconsfield. (f) See tootnota () o1 page o,



28 Cuapver. [.—RETAIL PR1cEs AND PrICE INDEXES.

3. **B' Series Retail Price Index: Food, Groceries and
BRent,.—This index measures the prices of food and groceries and the
rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses. It was first compiled for the year Ig2s,
and retrospectively for several earlier years. It was designed to replace
the “ A" Beriez Index (food, groceries and rent of all houwses), which was
the original index compiled in Tgiz. The first of the following tables
covers only the six capital cities and gives index-numbers for the two
Groups of the regimen involved split up into their various Sections, while
the second table gives the ““ B” Beries Index dissected inlo its two Groups
for each of the 30 towns, the weighted averages of the 5 towns in each
State, the six cwpital cities and the 30 towns. The “ DB " Series Index
(split up into its two Groups) for four additional towns not included in
the weighted averages appears on page 24.

. Retail Price Index-Numbers(z) : Capital Cities-—*‘B ** Series,
{(Buzse of each Section: Weighted Average of Siz Capital Cities, 1023-27 = 1,000,

Town, wor. | 1911, | 1014, t9iL ] 1930, ‘! g6, | 1047 | 1048. ] 1049. 1050
BR0rIOR A —GROCERIRS.
Bydasy e £10 574 62 | I1.11% T 969 | 1,036 | 1,167 | 1,208 | 1411
Melbourne o 461 321 62 | 1,070 957 g29 oor | 1,233 | 1,206 | 1,416
Brisbane .. $a7 614 6o7 | 1,005 ¥ 044 935 904 | L1065 | 1,305 ] 1,387
adelnide . $i0 s41 598 | 1,076 939 944 998 | 1,144 | 1,263 | 1,374
Parth .. 373 ¥i0 628 | 1,10% 9o6 966 | 1,032 | 1,183 | 1.268 | 1,38
Hobart . 501 556 éos | 1,097 947 934 gon | 1,143 | 1272 | 1,390
81X CaPITALB (b) 499 [t 1o | o 069 o350 ) 1,008 | ry6r ] 1,202 1404
Brcrion B.—Dainy Propron. ”
Aydoey .. 551 74 636 | 1,080 Bs1 056 977 | 1165 | 1306 | 1,430
sibourne . 571 167 635 | 1,087 | - 88 965 god | 1,18¢ | 1,330 | 1,447
Briahage o 493 581 538" o3 93 930 gss | tar5 ] rezsg | nsae
Adelalde .. 448 651 *05 | 1,018 Boo Bga g28 | 1,136 | 1238 | 1,353
Parth .. g 733 235 | 1,152 870 981 ¥ 100 | 1,066 | 1,201 | 7,436
Hobart . (1.7 By 658 | 1,091 B4 963 989 1 1,181 | 1,319 | 1,410
81X CapiTala (b) 563 I 684 | 1,072 853 052 978 | 1,165 1 1,301 § 1,418
SRCTION C.~—MEAT.
Aydney .. E18 0L 668 yho 935 | 1,202 | 343 | nLa4s56 | 15710 ) 1,800
Lourne . 557 483 663 | 1,030 968 | 1,288 | 1,368 | 1,502 | 1,549 ] 2,000
Brishans - 133 488 610 897 822 | 1,070 ] 1,223 | L343 | 1453 | LGOS
Adelaide . 353 qt 784 | 1,098 92 1,188 | 1,288 [ r423 [ 1,543 1,770
Perth s 7dn fz4 881 | 1,03 9% 1,248 | 6290 | r.4tx | o785 | 2028
Hobart s 6638 630 780 | 1,244 gbt 1,338 | w446 | 66z 1,945 | 1,962
81X CaPITALS (B) 238 532 891 1,010 936 | r,2a5 | 1 %3z 1,458 | 1,603 1,900
BBCTIONE A, B AKD C COMBINED.—F0Q0D AND (JROCARIES.
Sydnoy e 3523 253 646 | 1,067 036 ¢ ro3g | raro | 1,258 1,388 | 1,572
Melbourne . . 537 523 610 | 1,063 342 :,ogz nee | o1erq | 1,418 | 1,608
Briabans . 530 sbg 603 1014 64 o8t | xoss 1,208 { 1,337 | 1,462
Adelalds . 532 370 [} 1,066 Boy | 1,006 | 1,067 | 1,230 | 1,358 | I,404
Perth .. , 670 213 73 1,160 038 | 1050 b 104 | 251 ] na3z ) zs597
Hoberé . 163 so1 &8 3 133 923 | 1,080 1,132 1,316 | 1,405 | I,374
BIX CAPIPALS (D) 513 559 G40 | 1,064 g2y | 1,036 [ 1,100 | 1,256 | 1,393} 1,566
B8ECTioN. D.—HOUSIKG (4 AND 3-ROUMED HOUSES). (c).
Sydnery . 93 yor 260 gsg 1,035 | 1,043 § Logs | T,047 | 1,049 | 1,050
slbourne - 433 369 638 20 953 973 474 374 976 gn
Brlabane e 28 173 466 630 854 863 864 66 Bég 83
Adelalds .. lI0 sob 635 8o 888 8oy 8o¥ 303 912 929
Petth . 458 524 589 739 [:1.7) 880 887 B0 895 gol
Hobart . 103 452 118 881 925 936 936 937 940 941
BX Carirata (b) |- 497 6i2 662 B6z 965 976 977 97g 98z 487
ALL 320Ti0NS COMBINAD.--Fo0D, GROCKBIES, AND HOUALNG.
Bydney .. 548 Gob 687 | 1096 ] - ar2 | 1038 | vof8: | 17| 1282 1,368
Malbourns .. 495 339 616 Qr? o4% | ror9 ] 1,054 | T.I54 | 1,243 | L1357
Brlabans . 442 500 554 82y 858 932 938 | Loz | L1s9 | 1,233
Adelatde . 124 618 671 975 891 960 998 | 1,100 | 1177 | r270
Parth . 294 672 679 982 914 089 | 1,017 1,107 1,222 322
Hobart .- 508 42 631 | I, 04 922 | 1,0r4 | n083 § 1,165 | L2725 | 1,324
SIX CariTaLs (b) 530 578 648 992 939 | 1,010 | 1030 { 5,145 ( 1,230 [ 1,336
{a) See footaote (a) on page 1o, {8 Weighted average. (e} See foobnote (4) on page 10,
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TaBULAR STaTEMENTS OF RETA1L PRICE INDEX-NUMBERS.

“B " Beries Belail Price Index-Numbers : Thirly Towns:
(Base of each Group (a) : Weighted Average of Six Capital Cilies, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

29

NEW SOUTH WALES,

VICTORIA.

Perod, & =1 : & f

. = -] € “ |2ee| 2 : : g .
s | 3 2| B| £ |25 2 £ p18 (3gd

-1 © . = = =0k 2 k= =3 %
SIS El 3l 2zl s3] E) 8|8 g
& 2z a ] 5 Bawl = @ = o | B Bt

Grovr L.—Fo0oD aND GROCERIES. .

Now. 1014 .. 658 .- . . .. .. 616 . A .. . ..
p 192t .. | ebs | 977 | oy} ofo | 935 | oba | o923 | 028 | gro| 41| 948 | 924
Year 1930 .. | 936 | b3 (1,006 | 901 | 910 | 042 | 942z | 039 030 | 948 | 935 | eaz
w1043 .. | 1,042 1066 1,234 | T,000 | 5027 | 1048 | noss | 1,049 1,042 [1013 | Le3s | 1,083
o 1944 .. 1025 | L0455 [L2853 | LoYo | 1,024 | Lo3z | 040 | 1,037 (o2 {000 |[037 | L047
o 1945 .. 1038 {1,098 | 228 |03 | 1,036 | Logr | o5y (1,045 {1,046 | 1,006 | 1,000 | 1,055
w T946 .. [T,030 | Logd | 1,297 [ 5,070 | 1,048 [ 1,044 | 1,052 [ 1,055 | Lo50 [1,612 [T079 | F050
w1947 .. 5010 | roazy | g3y | nre6 {tang [ L1e6 | 5,110 (1,704 (1,000 [1,095 |LEL8 | 0200
w1948 .. 6258 | nery | 1404 | L2900 |27 1,264 | 5,204 | 1,260 | 1,245 | 1,365 | 1267 | 1,272
e 19 1,388 | r400 | 1,606 | 1,445 | 1,404 [ 1,395 | 1,418 [ 1,413 [ 1307 1,400 | 1,305 | 1,477
no 1950 .. | 5,572 1,570 | 1,800 | 1634 | 1,616 | 1,579 | 1,605 | 1,595 | 1.505 ) 1,507 | 1,602 | L6og
1950 Mar, Qbr | 1450 [ 1,467 | 7,780 V1510 | 1,492 | 1,486 | 1,526 [ 1,530 | 1,515 | 1,520 | 1496 | 1517
o June o, 1,518 (1,527 | 1.812 | 1,506 | 1,560 jr,526 | 1,367 [ 7,553 | 1,553 | 1,532 | L4954 | 5,568
o Seph. o, [ 1,599 | 1.5B0 | 1,043 | 1,658 | 1,643 | 1608 | 1,614 | 1,504 |1,612 |1,604 (1,679 | 1613
. Dee, ,, |1713 (1,706 | 2080 | 1,973 (1768 [ 1720 | 1,724 | 1,702 1,001 | §p0r | 1738 |12y

1050
Jaguary 1,447 | 1,456 | 1,782 [ 1,500 |5,480 {1,438 | 1,492 | 1,502 | 1,496 | 1,406 | 1,473 | 1,492
February L4357 | 1,466 1,781 | 1508 | Laot | 1,404 | 3,518 [ 1,837 |24 | 1,527 | 1,503 | 1519
March 1.472 | 1,470 [ 1,803 | 1,525 | L.306 |t.qB0 | 1,530 | 1,547 {1,525 |1,540 [ 1,511 | 1,539
Aprlt 1,514 | L5I8 | rBod 5By 11,555 | 520 | 1,563 | 1,557 | LS43 |7 551 | 1,542 |1,562
May 1,520 | 1,530 | 1,812 | 1,507 | 1,552 | 1,527 J 1,568 | 1,553 | 1,335 | 1,552 | 1557 | 1,566
June 52t 11,533 | 1,816 | 1,608 | 1,563 | 1,529 | 1.570 | 1,555 | 1,562 | 1,552 | 1,562 | 1,568
July 1,536 | 1,548 | 1,830 | 1,624 1,507 | 1,544 | 1504 | 1.573 | 1,586 | 1,578 | 1,589 | 1,503
August oo | 505 | a5 | 1,988 | 1649 | nGae | 1,001 | 1,582 | 1,506 | 1,588 | 1,538 | 1,506 | 1,582
September . | 1,665 | 1,618 {2,000 | 1,702 | 1,603 | 1660 | 1,665 | a3 | 1662 | 1,676 | 1,651 | 1,665
Oetober 1,623 | 1.62¢ |z031 | 1,700 | 5,690 {1,677 | 101 | 1,600 | 1,667 | 1,680 | 1,68 | 1,608
November , 1,713 [1,709 | 2,044 { 1,793 | 1,774 | 72t |1,726 | 1,712 [1,708 | 107 {L7s8 | 1724
Decemnber 1,754 | 0,779 2097 {1,805 | 1,833 {1,763 | 1,744 | L,725 f 1,928 | 1,717 | 1,768 {1,742
drovr IL—HoDeiNg (4 AND s-RooMRD HouUsES), (6)

Nov. 1914 .. 758 ‘. .- L. . .. 008 . . . L. -

w1920 L. |Eeoe | 8Bs | s39 | 8% 506 | o966 | 845 479 s2y | 668 | 685 78
Tear 1939 .. [ 1,035 dgo 764 H71 833 | 1,015 455 714 731 87 921 933
wo T3 L Jn042 | go2 | 333 | B2 | Bg4 roe3 | gr4 | jog | 42 6B 934 | 936
v 1944 .. Jro4a | ooz | 53| B82 | Byzrezy| ¢7a | yrz{ w3 | 8B 934 | 95s
o 1943 .. {1043 | 903 | rbo | 885 | 843 |ro2a | o73 ] rro| 7zai | B8y | 34| 933,
w1946 . 11,043 | o4 | 261 ) 886 | B43 |ro24 | 073 | rr3| 43| 8871 o934 ] 958
w TO4F .. | 1044 | 904 | 763 | 887 | Bug [50z5 | o074 | 715 43| 88871 op3a | 936
oo 1948 L 11,0470 006 | 764 | B3 | Bgs |nozr | 074 | 720} 740 | BEB ) 934) 056
o TO4G o [ Ledd | goB [ 726 | Bgo | 847 |1m30 | a76 | 724 | 748 | B30 | 934 | 953
» 1950 .. |T050 | goB | 282 | 8oz B4B |no3r | o7 | 720 | 764§ Bgo | o945 | obr
1950 Mar Qtrfro4 | goB | s70 | 801 848 | 1,030 | oyB i 728 254 | 286 | o045 | ofe
5 Juoe , Ino4g | goB | 783 | 8Bor | BuBlroezo]| oy8 | 28| 82| Boo| o945 | 96t
o Geph. ., 1,050 oo8 |. 783 Sg2 848 | 031 979 728 766 800 045 [Ty
o Dee. ,,|roso| goB| 783 | S0z | BB o3z | oot ¥33 | Frz| 890 | ou5 | 962

Oroves L-IL.—Fo0D, GROOERIES, AND HOUSIRG.

Rov. 1914 . 680 ‘e .. .- .. 613 .. .- .. ‘e .
v 921 ., f 977 | 944 | B25 ] 926| S15| ¢65| 895 | 760 | 7Bo | Byy ) 855 | By6
Yesrzo39 .. | 072 | 934 | 970 | a4z 900 |.o06g| o435 | Bi0j Bsi| e17| pio| 938
o 1943 .. 1040 | 1000 | 1,044 | 1,007 053 | 1,036 | Lozt g0B 223 ¢62 993 | T.012
n 1044 .. | 5030 987 | 1,055 950 o5t | 1,026 | 1,017 Qo7 923 258 995 | L.o0g
w 1945 .. |res6 | oBg 11,073 | o9y | 958 [1,032 |rexz | o1z | o926 | 957 1,008 | 1,013
n Iogd .. |ro38 900 | 1,073 ggb 006 | 1,034 | 1,019 917 928 961 | 1,070 [ 1,011
w1047 .. | foB2 | 10315 | 1,010 | 030 | Lood | 1,078 | 1,084 950 9%2 | 1,012 L0442 | Loab
w 1948 .. 5,173 | 5,129 | 1,206 | 1,130 | 1,002 | 1,169 | 1,154 | 1,052 | 1,048 | I,116 | 1,134 | 1,146
. 043 - I,9%2 | 1,204 | 1,3%3 (1,225 7 L,100 | I,249 | 1,243 | LLI4I 1,140 | 1,204 § 1,202 | [,238
w1950 .. 11,365 | 1,300 {1,450 | 5,341 | 1313 | 1,362 | 1,357.| 1,254 | 1,267 | 1,318 | £,342 | 1350
rg50 Mar. Qbr) 1295 | 1,246 | 1,301 [r,265 | 1,238 | 1,203 | L,503 | 1,214 | 1,215 1,270 | 1,277 | 1,206
# une ,, | r,332 | 1,282 | 1,407 1,317 | L2790 | 1,329 | 1,334 | 1,22 T,241 | T.280 | 1,313 | 1,326
o Sept. ,, |1,3Br | 1,315 | 1,486 J1,356 | 1,329 | 1,377 | 1,363 | 1,252 | 278 |£,328 1352 | 1,388
s Dec. | Tia58 | 1301 (1,582 {1,420 | 1,403 | 1,448 | 1,429 | 1,520 | 1,335 | 1381 | 1,425 | 12T

{a} Sze footnote {0} on page LO.

by Ses footnote (b} on page 1o0.



CoapTER T.—REYall, Prices and Price INDEXES.

“B Y Series Retail Price Index-Numbers : Thirty Powns—confinued.
{Bazse of each Group (0) : Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923~27 = 1,000,)

QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALILA.
. ; 2 ]
Peziod, 2| & ] -4 =l & & .
3 = L~ - - — o . "
S S8 | 5[5 |Bad). 8 |428 51 8| &3¢
208 |5,| 8| F (3R 3 |Ee2| % | ¢ |sf 5
i i E ) -] - - =
g1 & l188l e 2 Je2bl 28281 51 8 |28183%
GROUP I,—F00D anD GROOHRIES.
Novw, 1914 .. G614 . .. ‘e . .- 633 .. ve e ‘e s
N T A 55 | 895 | o049 | 981k nabel o050 | sar | 945 | 968 | 5231 997} 943
Year 1530 . 64 823 | 901 | g4 912 Brz | 897 | o¥3 | w996 ] pazr | ok Py
v 1943 L) 9780 074 | 995 (1040 | 033 | 087 1,003 | 1,044 | 1,076 | 984 | 1039 | 2007
wo 1044 . 965 | 1,003 | 1,002 | L0490 |02y [ 077 | 993 [ 4,030 11061 | 006 10531 997
W 1048 066 ! 1,009 | 1,016 [ 1,055 | L6025 080 | 002 | 1,034 | 1,074 | 1,014 | 1,054 | 1,006
I 171 R g81 | 1,018 [ 1,016 | 1,071 | 1,039 6993 | 1,068 | 1,049 | 1,079 | 1,027 | 1,056 | 1,01
o 1047 L. L8055 | 1,002 {5,007 1,048 {1002 | 1,06 1,067 | 1,203 | L1410 | 5,071 | 5,117 13,071
w 1048 .. | 1,208 | 1,228 | 1,244 | 1,205 | 1,255 | 1,210 | v,230 | 1,234 | 1,204 | T,220 |I,200 | D233
o 1049 .. o3t | 1,358 | 0373 | gz | 5383 | 1,240 | 0350 | 1,386 | 1422 | 7,332 ) 1,393 | 1,358
w1956 .. | 1,962 | 1480 | 1,523 | 1,560 | 1,515 | Lap6 | 1494 | 1,531 | 1,585 | 1,557 [T,524 | 1500
1950 Mar Qtr f1.902 | 1,418 | Laga [ 1,409 | 1.438 | 1,414 | 1,428 | 1457 | 1,501 | 1,413 | 1,467 | 1,432
oo dune o, Prser [ 1443 1461 | 1,557 [ 1,464 | 1,435 | 1446 | 1,481 | 1,506 | 1,448 | 1,488 | 1,450
v Sept. o, {1473 | 1,486 [ 1,529 | 1,568 | 1,917 | 1,485 | 1,496 | 1,542 | 1,501 [ 1,502 | 1,525 | 502
o Dee.  frsse [ T.57e | 1,658 | 1,635 {1,630 | 1,568 | 1,606 | 1,643 | 5,733 | 1,706 | 1,620 | 1,614
1950
January 1,305 | 1,411 | 1,434 { 1493 | L434 | 1,407 | 1,419 | 1443 | X495 | 1,308 | L1462 | 1423
Febrary 1,402 | 1,416 | 7,443 | 1,497 | 1,436 { 1,413 [ L431 | 1,461 (1,502 [ 1,413 | 1,466 | 1,435
March 40 [ T,425 | 1,455 | 1,507 | 1,435 | 1,421 1,435 (1,466 | 1,506 | 1,427 | 1,973 | 7,438
April 470 1,437 | 1458 | 1,533 | 1,450 | 1,430 § 1,442 jLa7q | 1,512 | 5438 | 1470 {5,446
May 1,425 | Taa3d | 0481 | 1543 | 1463 | 2,435 [ 1aaar | 1482 [ 110 | Lago | ar0 {1gm
June 1,423 [ 1443 [ 1,465 | 1,536 | 0,471 | 1,436 | Laq0 | 1486 | 1,517 [ 1,467 {1,406 | 7,453
Juky N442 [ 1,457 | v.aBe | 1,551 | 403 | 1,455 | 1,463 | 1.501 | 1,540 | 1,502 | 1,812 | 7.468
Anpust I 457 (1,404 | £434 | 1,551 | 1,500 | 1,467 | 0,465 | 1,517 | 1,550 | 1,533 | 1,507 | 1,471
Septamber 1,519 [ 1537 | r,023 | 1,602 | 1,548 [ 1,534 [ 1,550 | 1.004 | 1.6B4 | 1,740 | 1,545 [ 1,567
October 1,540 | 1,574 | 1,649 | 1623 | 1823 | nes8 | nsyr | nbes | 1,717 | nys? 1,557 | s80
November £,54% | 1,563 ] 1,643 | 1,626 | 2,630 | 1,564 | 2,622 {1,630 71,723 | 1,761 | 1,627 | 1,619
Deeceniber 1,564 | 1,589 | 1,682 | 1,656 | 1,605 | 1,583 | 1,634 |1,095 | 1,750 j 0,811 1,675 | 1.643
GROTP IT.—HoUsIRA {4 AND 5-ROOMED HOUSES).(d)
Nov, 1014 .. 463 ‘. N .- . .- G611 .. ‘e “ .. .
I TT3 BN 629 547 479 28b|  s38¢| S04 .1 566 603 492 566 781
Yeur 1930 .. 854 85 753 61 640 840 E2 ] 3188 710 aba 253 862
o 1043 .. Rz 859 708 BEs 668 850 s 383 713 214 753 866
o 1044 .. | obs Bso | 67 | 865 | Gyz | Bso | Soz ) 35| yi3 | 7r5 | 754 BGE
oo L1945 .. §63 b1 763 861 G74 a1 do2 386 713 715 755 8466
o IO46 L. B3 L H 773 B&F a1 8351 894 ki jed 712 716 755 By
o 1047 .. 8oy B4 7Ho 866 (-3 831 8oy 408 7EE 718 755 870
PR T=9. 866 B74 7E% 066 485 as5% Qo3 402 1T 718 757 876
o 101 .. Big 883 | - ral Gy b3y fisg g1z jop 710 Faz 762 88s
»o 1950 883 | ogo4 | S23 | 868 | vod | Bra| 920 | 4qu7 | Fiz | 731 | ¥64 4 goo
1050 Mar. Qtr)] 873 Sq8 816 86 Goz 865 T3 407 710 729 762 8a3
w Jumpe 578 B0l 516 Bag fg2z Bo8 925 407 7ioe 729 762 890
w Sept. 834 gol 523 BGB 716 875 932 507 H Y 73z 762 Q0
o Dee, Bo8 ars 817 L] 716 8By 917 407 FI4 734 70 90
daovm I-IIL—FooDp, GROJERIES XD HoT3ma,
Nov. 1914 .. 560 ‘e .. B va 58 e A ‘e I vs
oo 1821, 840 i i) Bz08| 704t 824 g8 811 839 5570 D44 B8
Year 1939 .. §58 B30 43 910 Eoy as8 8o 743 88z Ba8 8q0 | B3s
w1043 929 | 927 | 904 | or7c | HAB | g2B | o538 | 284 | 932 B77| 926 | g0
wo 1944 .- | 923} 948 | 9oB | gry | BBE| o926 | om1 F6 1 923 1 B4 | 93| o44
w 1945 o | 924 | we9 | m7| oy 886 | oz | o057 | Fro| 93t | Bos| 935 ) 949
wo 1946 .o | 932§ 053 | o og i He7 | 936 | obo| ool 933 o3| 936 | g2
wo To4r .o | 978 3000 | o7r fnoghl oggx g8z | oo8 | 825 | gyt | 0a1 | 973 | 9
o 048 ., | rerz [ 1,087 | 1,063 | 1,125 1030 | 1,07 | 1,100 | o7 | 1,063 | 1,022 11,067 | [,000
po 1040 . 1049 | 1,170 | 1,145 [ L,20 Lo b vasy baerr | noer | 1,147 | 1,000 {1,144 | 1268
o ID50 1,233 | L252 | 247 (v,286 | ra9s | 238 1rezo | o8 | ra2gr | 1232 | n22q | 1,262
1950 Mar, Qir.] 1,193 | 1,212 | 1,006 | 1,240 | 1044 | 2,007 {1227 | 2,044 | 1,389 | 1,043 [ 1,089 | 1,238
o June [ r2eb | 1,226 1,206 | 1,273 a6o a0t {1,240 | 1,058 [ 1,198 | 1,165 | 1,100 | 1,231
w  Sept. ,, [T.240 1,257 | 2se | regr f1,201 | 1,244 | 0,272 | 1005 | 1,245 (1,253 [ 1224 | 1,268
w Dec 1,203 1,373 [ 1,334 | 1,332 | 1,275 (1,299 | 7,347 | 1,187 | 1,332 | 1,366 | 1,285 | naas

() Ses tootoote (o) on page 10.

(&} Chorters Towers,

{e) Warwick,

() Sse footnote (b) on page Tv.
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§ 8. Retail Price Index-Numbers, 200 Towns.

To supplement the information collected monthly for the 30 towns
gpecified in the preceding pages, a special investigation into prices in
70 additional towns was undertaken in November, 1g13. This investigation
was repeated in November, 1914, and again in November, 1915, when the
number of additional towns was increased to xzo, In November, 1923,
the number was further increased to r70. Information in regard to prices
obtained in November of each of the years 1923 to Ig42 related, therefore, to
200 towns.  After In42, collection of returns of these prices was discontinued.
The results of the first investigation were published in Labour Bullefin No. 5
{pp. 26-33), and details respecting sucoeeding investigations were incorporated
in the Labour Bulletins and Reports issued subsequently by this Bureau.

§ 9. Changes in the Regimen.

1. General. —Since the original compilation of retail price indexes by
the Bureau in 1912, the regimens of the severnl Groups and Sections have
undergone some modifications, with the object of improving the indexes
as measures of the variations in retail prices in individual towns, as between
the many towns covered, and in the weighted average of all towns or the
various combinations thereof. These modifications are briefly as follows ;(—

(i} Food and Grocerics.—The regimen for foed and groceries, originally
introduced in 1912, was based wpon the relative consumption of the years
1906 to 1910, and the first revision was made in September Quarter,
1932 and was based on the rclative consumption of the years 1927 to
1929. The regimen m use np to that date will be found on page 13 of
Labour Report No 23. A second revision took place in September
Quarter, 1936, as part of the general revision of the regimen by the
Conference of Statisticians of April, 1936, The main features of "this
revision are referred to in para. 2 below.

(ii) Housing.—The housing constituent of the regimen has also been
revised. Originally the rentals of all houses from 3 rooms and under ™
to * 8 rooms and over ” were tabulated, and they were continuously used
in the “ A ™ Beries Index (food and rent of all houses) from 1912 to Joth
June, 1938, when this sertes was discontinued. They were also used in
the *“ C” Series Index up to and including the year 1924. TFrom the
following year rentals of 4 and 5-roomed houses only were used in the
“C” Series Index, and in the same year they were combined with food
and groceries to form the *“ B " Series Index.

Following oun the resolutions of the 1936 Conference of Statistivians
{see para. 2 below), the rentals of 4 and 5-roomed houses in each of the six
eapital citics and “ second ”” important town in each of the States {excepting
Western Australia) have been determined on a somewhat different basis
(for convenience designated the ““ Census  basis) from that previously vsed.
For the six capital cities, this base was introduced into the indexes at the
December Quarter, 1936, and for the “second ” towns at the March Quarter,
1937. The basis adopted was that of the average rents, as disclosed by

_the 1933 Census, of 4 and 5-roomed houses occupied by fully-ewmployed
wage and salary earners in all industrial groups with the exeeption of
“ Fishing and Trapping,” * Agricultural, Pastoral and Dairying” and
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* Forestry,” brought up to the above-mentioned quarters by applying
the percentage variations in rent sinee the 1933 Ceusus shown for cor-
responding houses at both periods in the rent rolls of the house-agents.
At the same time, these rent rolls were carefully revised, after personal
inspection of all houses included, to cnsure a satisfactory * sainple™ of housea
upon which to measure rent variations in future. Thus, the rent levels
having heen established for the towns in question, the rent rolls ceased to
be used for the determination of the average rent from quarter to quarter,
and were used only for the purpose of neasuring the percentage vartations
from quarter to quarter by means of corresponding houses in the rolls for
the current and the preceding quarter—the percentage varistions being
applied progressively to the hasic averages from the 1933 Census, as explained
above, The new standard, so far as the towns iu question are concerned,
affected the indexes ‘only in respect of the relative levels of rents in the
different towns, and in respect of their absolute he]ght

The “ Census ™ basis not being generally applicable to the circumstances
of smatl pmvincial towns, on account of the great diversity of average
“ quality ? of houses, the levels, as previously determined from a4 sample
of houses sclected by the house agents in accordance with definite standards
originally taid down, wete contmucd in the indexes until such time a3 the
rent tolls were completely revised on the basis mentioned above. The
revision was completed by June Quarter, 1939, but in the meantime
ag each town was completed the rent level then reached on the old hasis
was cstablished as the base to which the percentage variations disclosed
by the rent rolls were progressively applied thereafter.

(ili) Clothing ond Miscellaneous.—The tegimen for clothing and
miscellaneous household requirements was originally introduced in 1921, and
the first revision was made in March Quarter, 1935. Details of the
original regitmen were not published, but the revised regimen of ‘Tg3s
appeared in Labour Report No. 26. A second revision took place in
September Quarter, 1936, as part of the general revision of the regimen by
the Conference of Statisticiane of April, 1936. The main features of this
revision are referred to in para. 2 below. Bome minor alterations have
gsince been made in the regimen,

2. Revision of 1986.—The revision of the regimen by the Conference of
Statisticians of April, 1936, was of a comprehensive natnre. The Resolutions
of the Conference are reprinted in Appendix XI. of Labour Report No. 27.
This Conference not only recommended extensive revisions of the regimen
from which the indexes are compiled, but also considered methods of collection
and compilation. As a result of its deliberations, and subsequent discussions
br ¢orreapondence, many improvements and refinemenis were introduced.

The changes in the regimen made by this Conference comprised chiefly
the elimination or replacement of arficles no longer in demand. ot which
experience had shown to be unsnitable media for the measurement of price
variations ; the alteration of units of quantity in certain cases to conlorm
with those in most general use ; the adjustment of the mass unit allotted to
certain articles to bring them inte accord with present-day consumption
habits ; and the re-ndjustment of the population and houschold weights
applicable to the several groups and sections of the regimen in aceordonce
with the resulis of the 1933 Census Definite grades or qualities were
also established for each articlo in the regimen; to ensure that quotations
should be given, as far as possible, for the same artiele a6 all tines and, in,
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ali places, and expert field officers were appeinted to coblect, personally,
prices to the standard qualities laid down. Improved methods of collecting
and weighting average house rentals were also adopted (see para. 1 (i)
above),

3. Method of Effecting Changes.——Changes of the nature mentioned are
commonly made in price indexes without seriously impairing their
continuity. Tn accordance with established principles of procedure in
changing the regimen {se¢e Labour Report No. g, Appendix L, Part 11,
paras. 14 and 18), the general level of the index is taken as determined
by the old regimen for the guarter in which the change is made, and the
new regimen is used to measure variations in the price level after that date.
The linking up of the index-numbers on the old and the new basis is effected
by the usnal method of equating the respective weighted aggregate costs
of the old and the new regimens 1n the six capital citzes.

There are two metheds of effecting this, as follows :—Up to June
Quarter, 1942, all such changes were made by equating the new aggregate
of the scction embodying the changes to the former aggregate. ‘This course
was adopted when items were added to or omitted from the regimen, and
when a change was made in the standard of any item. From September
Quarter, 1942, however, all changes of standard were eflected by an
appropriate adjnstment of the “ mass unit ”'or ** weight ” 50 us to preserve
the percentage weight which the item carried in the aggregate from time
to time, and wherever possible the ™ weight ”” of any item dropped from the
regimen wag transferred to an article of a similar naturé which would serve
as a more appropriate medium for the measurement of the variagions of the
article dropped than the remaining items of the section, the “ mass units ™
of which under the former procedure in effect were proportionately increased
to carry the aggregate of the item dropped, or reduced to adnil a new item
added. (See also para. 3 on pages 15 and 16.) :

4. Continunity of Indexes.—While the above involves no break of
coutinuity in the index-numbers for the six capital cities ng a whale, wpon
" the basis of which all such changes are cffected, slight alterations of the
relative positions of individual towns are inevitable en account of the
alteration of foriner standards. The effect, hnwever, 18 more noticeable
in the group index-numbers than in those covering a combination of groups,
wherein the losses and gains tend to balance out,  Thus, in comparing group
index-numbers for individual towns in regpect of periods ineluding the
dutes of change referred to in paras. I to 3 above, the following considerations
should be kept in mind —

(¢} Food and Groceries.—These index-numbers are substantially com—
parable throughout the period up to June Quarter, I?
From and including September Quarter, 1936 the index-numbers
for individual towns are comparable with each other, but are
not strictly so with those for previous gquarters.
{b) Housing.—No change was ever made in the method of caleulating
the rentala of “ All Houses”, and congequently these index-
- numbers were comparable throughout the whole period of their
existence.* In regard to rentals of houses of 4 and 5 rooms,
however, the index-numbers for individual towngs are comparable
with each other up to June Quarter, 1936. In September

* The tabulxtion of the ™ 4 ** Gerles Tndex, for which these Tenta were waed, was dlzcontinued afier
the lasue for June Quarter, 1918

.
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Quarter, Ig36, a change was made in the methods of averuging
and weighting the data from house-agents, which gave rise to
slight disparities not due to rental fuctuations, and rendered
the rent figures for individual towns not atrictly enmparable
with those of former periods. The chenge, however, thereuftor
made the index-numbers for any one town mere comparable
with those of other towns. In December Quarter, 1936,
the rent tabulations in the two principal towns of cach State
were placed on an entirely new basis, which rendered them
incompurable individuaily with average rents of previons peciads.
This change was also introduced with the object of wnaking the
index-numbers for the principal towns more comparable futer se
in any given quarter (see para. I (i} shove).

(e) Clothing and Miscelloneous.—The index-numbers for individual townas
up to and including 1934 #re comparable with those for previous
periods.  Those for 1935, and the March and June guarters of
1036, are comparabla for those periods, but not with the index-
nuinbers of former or subsequent periods. From and including
September Quarter, 1936 the index-numbers for individual
towns are substantially comparable with each other, both from
quarter to guarter and from town to town, but for individual
towns they are not strictly continuous with those of previous
periodas.

5. The Regimen under War Condifions.—Between the comprehensive
revision of 1936 and the outbreak of war in 1939 changes in conditions did
uot require any appreciable revision of the regimen or mass units of itema
therein. The adjustments made in 1936 had brought the basis of the index
‘“ up-to-date " in the sense that it conformed reasonably closely to normal
pre-war usage. Although the effects-of the war produced some varintions
from normal consumption in 1940 and 1941, it was not unsil 1942 (as
explained in § 2 (5) of ‘this Chapter) that fundamental changes began to
oecur. As there explained, the years 1942, 1943 and 1944 produced
temporary changes of a far.reaching character which, if permanent and-
stable, must have necessitated fundamental re-adjustmensts in the regimen .
and mass units of the index. But the resultant changes in the index would
have been go extensive as virtually to create a new index which would not
have been continuously comparable with the ** C ** Series Index as compiled
either pre-war or post-war. Consideration of the matter led to the con-
clusions—

(i) that it was desirable to continue the “C”’ Beries Index substantially
on its pre-war regimen in order to ensure continuity of com-
parison of price movements on a clearly defined basis ;

(i) that it was impossible to reconstruct the “C” Series Index to take
account of recurrent temporary deparfures from normal con-
sumption.

6. The Regimen since 1945.—The “ € Series Index was reviewed at
the Conferences of Commonwealth and Btate Statisticians in 1949 and Igs0.
The resolutions of the 1949 Conference are reprinted on page 157 of Labour
Report No, 38. Those of the 1950 Conference are reprinted as Section V.
of the Appendix to this Report (see page 161), :
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§ 10. Retail Price Indexes and Basic ‘Wage Variations,

Two distinet. procedures are adopted by the Commonwealth Court of
Conciliation and Arbitration in fixing and varying basic or living wages
as follows :—

(i} the Court periodically fizes the amount of wage in the light of
evidence submitted by parties appearing before1t. Such evidence
usually covers a wide range of facts as to economic conditions ;

(i) having determined the amount of basic wage the Court further

. determines whether or not it shall be subject to automatic
adjustment for chonges in price level and, if so, by what method

such wariation shall be made. This again is decided in the

light of evidence and of representations by the parties concerned.

The “C” Series Index is used by the Court to derive the “Court™
series of retail price index-numbers upon which the basic portion* of the
wages prescribed in awards is waried automatically for changes in price
Tevels guarterly, half-yearly or yearly. These ate commonly referred to as
* gost of living ”’ adjustments although in fact they relate only to that part
of the change in cost of living which 18 due to variations in prices. The
Court itsclf determines from time to time at public sittings the amount of
the basic wage, having regard to evidence submitied in relation to other
aspeets of “ cost of living™ and other relevant considerations, In fixing
the amount of the basic wage the Court does not have regard to either the
regimen used in compiling the retail price index or-the cost of such regimen.
The regimen of the index would mot be suited to such a purpose.

The considerations upon which the basic wage is fixed are set out in
guccessive judgments of the Court and briefly summarized in Chapter III
(§ 3) of this Report. On this matter, referenco should be made to the
. Basic Wage Judgments of the Court, particularly those of 1934, 1937,
1941 and 10501, and to the general statement of principles set out in the
Jjudgment on the ‘“ Munition Workers’ Case™ of 1943.} Certain State
industrial tribunals use the index-numbers directly for automatic or quasi-
automatic adjustment of the rates of wages determined by them as tribunals,
while some State tribunals have regard to the index-numbers and other
factors in considering what “‘ cost of living ”’ variations they should make
in rates of wages, .

Tho use of indexes by industrial authorities for purposes of adjusting
rates of wages for changes in price level is a practice of long standing, dating
in the case of the Commonwealth Court of Coneciliation and Arbitration,
for example, back to the year 1913. The tribunals forms their own
judgment as to the relevance of the indexes to their purposes, and periodically
hear the representatives of employers and employees on the issues involved,
including questions as to whether the index is satisfactory for the purposes
to which it ig applied by the tribunal. In such proceedings the Statistician
or his officers are called at fiines as witnesses -on questions of fact and
technical matters relating to the indexes.

* The " peeds ” portion only was adjustable from July, 1937 to December, 1950,
t 33 CAR, p 244, 37 AT, p. 5835 44 QLAR, D a1, 68 CAR, D. 608
t 500 AR pooa.
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" The avtomatic adjustments in wages preseribed in awarde of the Court
on the Dbasis of retail price index-numbers are sometimes referred to os
“ goat of living ”’ adjustments and the index is popuiarly referred to as a

* cost of living index ”, This at times creates misconceptions as to the
nature of the retail price index since the term  cost of living > connotes not

ouly change in cost of living due to changes in prices, but also changes in
coet of living due to changes in stundard of living. Deyond that, nse of the
term “* cost of living ”’ index sometimes creates the erroneouns impression that
the retail price index purports to embrace all that should be included in a
desirgble atandard of living. As pointed out in para. 4, page 3 of this
chapter, the “ C* Series Index is a retail price index of specific meaning.
As there indicated the regimen or list of items, on which the index is baged,
is representative of a high proportion of the expenditure -of wage-earner
households. While this statement remains hroadly true, it relates (in the
circumstances of I051) more specifically to what may be termed the basic
wage portion of wage-earner expenditures. The index has hitherto heen
used by industrial tribunals to provide automatic sdjustments in the basie
wage itself and, until December, 1950, to a basic wage which did not vary
very much in real terms of purchasing power in relation to “ C” Séries
units. Tn 1950 and especially in 1951 varicusg factors produced both a steep
rise in prices and an incrcasingly wide dispersion of price movements ag
affecting consumer expenditures on items within and without the index,
There has been arising concurrently a tendency to assume, without inquiry,
that the index (constructed primarnly to measure the incidence of price
changes on expenditures from incomes at or about basic wage level) is
equally applicable to such diverse matters as measnring the changing
incidence of price variations on secondary or marginal portions of wages,
on total wages or on total incomes in groups considerably higher than the
basic wage, and even on money settlements ih some business transactions.
While such assumptions may be reasonably reliable during perieds in which
all prices tend to move together, they should not be made at any time with-
out due inquiry and particularly not in periods (such as the present) when
price movemenis are very marked and are subject to wide dispersion.

The following is a brief statement of the indexes considered or used by
the Commonwcalth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration from time to

time :(—

(i) “d . Sertes Index.—The “A” Series Index covers food and

groceries and the rent of all houses, with the year 1911 as the base (I,000).

This Index was first compiled in 1912, and is available yearly for

the six capital cities from IgoI to I9I1, and quarterly for 30 important”
towns of Australia from Igr2 to June Quarter, 1938, after which .it was

discontinued. .

The Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration adopted this
Index in 1913 to determine the relative basic wage for towns throughout
Australie, and to vary what is popularly known as the * Harvester ”* 13nsic
Wage of Tgo7—the wage (42s. per week for Melbourne) declared by Hir,
Justice Higging to be suflicient to meet the ““ normal needs of the average
employee, regarded 23 :a buman' being, fiving in'-a civilized community.”

JFor this purpose the base index-nuinber (1,000) of the series was selected

by the Court .as equivalent to a basic wnge of 48s. "per week. This Index
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had very little application after May, 1933, because of the adoption by the
Court successively of the “ D ” Series Index at that date, the * C* Beries
Index in May, 1934, and the * Court ” Serics Index in July, 1937.

(ii) “B” Series Index.—The “B” Series Index covers food and
grocerics and rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses, with the prices ruling in
the years 1923-1927 as the base (1,000), and is actually the food and rent
conatituent of the < C* Beries Index deseribed in (iii) below. This index was
fieat compiled in 1925, and is available for the six capital cities for the years
1907 and ¥QTT, and for the month of November of the yeurs 1914 to 1920,
and quarterly thereafter for the 30 important towns of Australia. It was
designed to replace the *“ A" Beries Index but was never used in connexion
with the adjustment of wages by Industrial Tribunals. This series appears
on pages 28 to 31 of this Report.

(iiiy “C " Series Index.—The “C” Beries Index covers food and
groceries ; rent of 4 and 5-roormed houses; clothing {man, wife and three
children); hounsehold drapery, henschold utensils, fuel, lighting and other
miscellaneous iteme, with the prices ruling in the ycars 1923-1927 as the
base {1,000). The regimen is published in full on pages 11 to 13 of this
Report,

This Index was construncted as the result of the recommendalions of the
Royal Commission on the Basic Wage of 1920, and the regimen adopted was

" subsatantially that of the ** Indicator ** Lists of the Commission with perindieal-

adjustments as explained in this chapter. It was first compiled in rg21 and
is available for the month of November for the six capital citics for the vears
1914 to 1921, quarterly for these cities from June Quarter, 1922, and quarterly
for the 30 important towns from March Quarter, 1925 to date.

The Index was not unsed in connexion with the variation of wages uatil
its partial adoption by the Commonweslth Court of Conciliation and
Arbitration in May, 1933, when the Court introduced the “ D" Series
Index explained below. In its jndgment of 17th April, rga4, the Court
adopted as from I3t May, 1934, the * C* Series Index as the sole basis for
the adjustment of the wages declared in the judgment, for which purpose
the Court equated a ““ needs " basic wage of 81s. per week to the base index-
number (1923-27 = I,000) of the series. In its judgment of 23rd June,
1937, the Court.adopted this index as the basis of the  Court ”” Index (First
Series) for the adjustment of the “ neceds’” portion of the Court’s new basic
wage (see (vii) below).

(iv) “D" Series Indez.—The “ D ” Series Index is a combination of the
“A” and “C” Series Indexes, and was introduced by the Commonwealth
Qourt of Coneiliation and Arbitration for the adjustment of wages of those
employees who were subject to the full 10 per cent. reduction in real wages
determined by the Court in January, 1931. It came into operation from
1st May, 1033.

I

The Index has for its base the “ A” Series Index for each town for
December Quarter, Ig2g, which is varied according to the ratio of change
indicated by the * C* Series index-number for the whole of 1929 and the
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corresponding “ C " Series index-number of the town for the quarter for
which the adjustment is to be made. It will thus be seen that, whereas the
*D* Series Index for each town from December Quarter, 1929 fluctuated
in the same way as the ' C " Series Index for the same town, the relationship
of different towns was that of the ** A’ Series Index for December Quarter,
1929, slightly modified by the difference in movement between the “ A"
Series and the * €' Series Indexes for each town since that quarter.

This Index was superseded as from 1st May, 1934, by the judgment of
the Court referred to under “C* Series Index. The index-nminbera of
this series were published in Appendix VIIL of Labour Reports Nos. 24
to 27.

(v) Food and Grocerics—~The regimen of food and groceries ia »
component part of each of the series of retail price index-numbers mentioned
above. Details of the regimen will be found on page 1r. This index
was first compiled in 1912 and is available yearly for the six capital cities
from 10T to I91T and monthly for the 30 important towns of Australia from
1912 to date. An index computed from the prices of food snd groceries
only waa for a time used lor the adjustment of old-age and invalid pensions,

“and also for the adjustment of the wages of members of the North Australian
Worckers’ Union above the 20th parallel. Both these adjustments were later
effected by means of the ““ ¢’ Beries Index, but the provisions for the
adjustment of pensions were repealed as from 6th April, 1944.

(vi) The* 200 Towns " Series—This zeries was tabulated {or the month
of November each year in respect of 200 of the more importunt towns of the
Commonwealth. Up to November, 1936, it covered the cost of food and
grocerics combined with the rent of 4 and of 5-roomed houses respectivelv,
but thereafter the tabulation was limited to food and groceries only.
This table has been used mostly in discussions of suitable relative rates for
country towns, but the index-numbers have not been directly employed by
industrial tribunals in this connexion. The base of this table is the weighted
average cost of food and groceries in the six capital cities in 1923-27 = 1,000,
This series has been compiled for the month of November since 1913, It was
otiginally confined to 700 towns, but was increased to 150 in 1915, and 200
in 1023. The tabulation of this index was discontinued after November,
1942. A reference to these index-numbers will be found on page 32.

(vii) The * Court” Index.—The * Court” Index was crcated by the
Commonweslth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration in its basic wage
judgment of 23rd June, 1937, and operated from 1st July, 1937. Ite
purpose was to provide a set of index-numbers which would be published
by, and under the direct control of, the Court. It was created primarily
for tho puepose of removing conditions which tended to engender the
impression that the Commonwealth Statistician was in some way responaible
for the fixation and adjustment of wage-rates. Its introduction has the
added advantage of enabling the index-nambers to be specially numbered
in the manner most convenicnt for adjustinent purposes, and of enabling
' the Statistician to change the bage of his index-numbers without upsetting
the wage and adjustment provisions of the Court’s awards. There have
been three Series of the ©“ Court ”” Index and the base of each Series has been
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related to the € Series Index (Base 1923-27 == 1,000). For each Series
this relationship has been so determined that the weekly amount in shillings
of basic wage (* needs” basic wage in the case of the First and Second
Series) as subsequently adjusted for changes in price level, shall equal the
“ Qourt ” Series index-number according to which It is adjusted. (A
“ Court  Series index-number ending in .5 or more is regarded as the next
higher number for this purposc).

Particulars of the three “ Court ” Index Series are as follows (—

{a) The * €ourt ” Index (First Series) (Base 1923—27 = 81.0). This
index operated from 1st July, 1937; and a description of its
construction s given on page 36 of Laboor Repert No. 34.

" (b) The “Court” Index {Second Series) (Base 1923-27 = 87.0). This
index operated from 1st December, 1046, and a deseription of
its construction is given on page 38 of Labour Report No. 38.
For a table of index-numbers under this Series for 1950 ses
Section I'V. of Appendix te this Report.

(¢) The “ Court ** Index (Third Series) (Base 1923-27 = 103.0}. On
z3rd November, 1950, the Court announced that the new
basic wage (l.e., the “ needs ™ portion plus a standardized
“ prosperity 7 loading plus an additional 20s.}, to operate
from the beginning of the first pay-period in December, 1950,
would be adjustable, as from February, 1951, in accordance
with the ““ Court " Index (Third Series). This “ Court ” Series
is constructed (see (vii), page 81) by multiplying the * € 7
Series index-number (on Ig23-27 base) by the factor 0.103.
The result to the first decimal place (as it stands) is the
corresponding “ Court ™ (Thu& Series) index-number, which,
as explained above, expresses in shillings the amount of basic
wage as fixed by the Conrt for that index-number—with the
proviso that any decimal point of .5 or more shall be regarded
as the next higher number of shillings in the automatic adjust-
ment scale. Third Series  Cowrt ” index-numbers are shown
in Section (LV) of the Appendix, and a Re&dy Reckoner > for
the weelkly basic wage equivalents of * Court *’ (Third Series)
and (" Series index-numbers is shown at the end of the
following section (see next page).

§ I1. Scales Used for Automatic Wage Adjustment.

The following table shows the antomatic scales of quarterly, half-yearly
or yearly adjustment adopted by the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation
and Arbitration in accordance with its announcement of 23rd November,
1950. As indicated in the preceding section, this automatic adjustment
scale is applied to-an amount of basic wage fixed by the Court after hearing
evidence and argument by representatives of employers and en‘.plo)ﬁ?%
covering a wide range of relevant {actors (primaxily relating to *‘ capacity *
of industry ” to. pay and general economic conditions). The amount of
wage shown constitutes the basic wage payable.
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Antomatic Scales for Quarterly, Haif-yearly or Yearly Adjustment of Basic Wage.*
{As adopted by Commonwealth Court of Conatinbion and Arbitration, z3rd November,
1950 and oporative as from February, 19351.)
{ Bagis— '
. (6) *C" Beries Index.—Index-number 1,000 (Base 1923-27) = 1038. per weok
{18. = 9.708738), or £26g per annum-(£1 =3.717472}.3
(8) " Court ™ Indox (Third Series).—* C* Series index-.number 1,000 (Base 1923-27)
=" Court” Index {Third Series} index-number 103.0. (One < ¢ Series
“point ™ = 0.103)

Tndex-number Divigions. Index=-number Divisions,
Wage Wage
“ (" Series “ Cgurt "’ Index lm_ Week. 0" Beries © Cours ” Tadex | T Week.
Todex. (Third Series}. Index. (Thizd Serica),
£ s d £ s 4
1500=t500 .. | 154.5~155.4 | 7 15 o 1850-13%0 .. | 190.5-191.4 | 9 II o
15101510 .. | 155.5-150.4 716 o 18601868 .. | 161.5-192.4 a1z ¢
15201529 ., | 1586.5-157.4 | 7 17 o 1869-1858 . | 192.5-103.4 ] 0 13 o
1530-1535 .. | vg7.5-158.4 | 7 18 o 1870~1888 | | 103.5-104.4 1 914 o
1539-1548 .. j158.5~150.4 | 7 19, © 1339~1808 .. | 104.5-195.4 | 0 15 o
1549-1558 .. | 150.5~100.4 | 8 o o 1809-1907 .. | 195.5-100.4 | © 10 ©
1550~1567 .. | 1ho.5-161.4 | & 1 o 1008-1917 .. | 196.5-197.4 | ¢ 17 o
1568-1577 .. | 161.5-162.4 & 2 o 918-1027 . | 197.5-108.4 018 o
1578-1587 .. | 162.5-163.4 | & 3 o 1928-1930 .. | 198.5-199.4 | 9 190 @
I588-1597 . 163.5-164. 9 8 4 o 19371945 . Ig‘{)‘j-zoo.q 12 0 0
1508-1606 ., | 164.5-165.4 | 8 5 o 1947-1056 .. | 200.5-201.4 | IO T @
1607-1616 .. | 165.5-166.4 | 8 6 o 19571966 . | 201.5-202.4 | 1o 2 ©
1617-1626 . 166.5-167. 4 8 7 o 1967-1975 . | 202.6~203.4 1 10 3 o
16271635 .. | 167.5-168.4 | 8 § o 1076-1085 . | 203.5-204.4 | 104 ©
1636-1045 . §168.5-160.4 | 8 ¢ o 1986-1095 .. | 204.5-205.4 | 1D § ©
1040-1053 .. | 169.5-170.4 810 o | 1996-2004 . | 205.5-200.4 | 10 © o
16561665 .. | 170.5-T71. 4 811 o 2005=-20T4 . | 2n6.5-207.4 | 1O 7 o
1066-1074 .. | 171.5-172.4 | 812 o© 2015-2024 . | 207.5208.4 | 10 & o
1675-1084 .. | T72.5-1753.4 8§13 o 2025-2033 . | 208.5-200.3 | 10 ¢ o
16585-1604 .. | 173.5-174.4 | 814 o 2034-2043 . | 209.5-210.4 | 10 1O ©
1665-1703 . 174.5-175.4 | 8 15 o 2044-2053 .. | 210,5-21T.4 | To 11 ©
T 17041783 .. | 175.5-176.4 | B 16 o 2054-2003 .. | ZIL.5-2[2.4 | 10 12 @
T714~1723 .. | 17G.5-177.4 ) 8 17 © 2004-2072 .. | 212.5-213.4 | 10 13 ©
1724-1533 .. | 177.5-178.4 | 8 18 o 2073=2082 .. | 213.5~214.4 | TO T4 O
1734-1742 .. [ 178.6-170.4 | 8 70 O 2083-2092 .. | 214.5-215.4 | 10 15 O
IF3-15"" . |ty 5~180.4 | 9 & © 20932701 .. | 215.5-210.4 | T0 36 o
1753-17%° . | 180.5-131.4 | 9 T @ 21022171 .. | 216.5-217.4 | 10217 ©
1763-57~r . | 18r.5-182.4 | 9 2 o 2012-2121 .. | 217.5-238.4 [ 10 1§ o
ipFa~-l7y L | #82.57183.4 | 0 3 o 2122-2F731 . 218.5-219.4 | T0 39 ©
178z=1901 .. | 183.5-184.¢ 9 494 0 2132-2Tq0 .. | 219.5-220.4 | 11 O O
0080 L. tB4.5-E835.4 1 9 5 © 2141-2150 .. | 220.5=221.4 [ 11 T o
1fnr—r3r0 ., | 185.5-186.4 | o & o 2151=2160 ., | 221 3=222.4 | 11 2 ©
1811-1820 .. | 186.5-187.4 | 9 7 o 2161-2169 .. | 222.5-223.4 | 17T 3 ©
- 18211530 .. } 187.5-188.4| 9 8 o 2170~-257G .. | 223.5-224.4 | 11 4 ©
18371-1830 .. [ 185.5-180.4{ 0 9 o 2180-218¢ .. | 224.%-225.4{ IL % o
18340-1840 . | 180.5-160 4 Q1% o 21Q90-2L0F .. | 225.5-2:0.4 | 1T O o

* For “ Court ”’ (First Seres) Bquivalents (Base = 8r.0) see Labour Report No.
p. 38. Far “* Cowrt ” (Secondl Series) Bquivalenta (Base = $7.0) see Labour Report, No,
b 40,
tFormulae for Construction of Tablea—

{ay “C" Series—Let N = number of shillings in wage per week. Then
0.708738 x (N — .5) 4 1 gives the first, and ¢.708738 x {N + .5) gives
thie second of tle pair of numbera in the index.number division for N shillings
Decimal fractions in result are to be disregarded.

(b} ¥ Couri” Serics.~—~Each ** C" Series Tndex point == 0. 103, and each of the first of
the pair of index-number divisions for the * G Series Index in above table
when multiplied by this factor gives to the first decimal place (as it stands)
the firat. of the pair of indox-number divimons for the * Court ™ Index (Third
Series)—from which the sccond of the pair becomes obvious. (Norr.—All
*Court ' Beries index-numbers must be derived through their corresponding:

. “ " Beries index-numbers.}

in %IFor geneceal purposes, the Annual Rate {in £'%) iz obtalnable by multiplying the Weekly Rate

illingy) by z2.6083333 (1e, s23 (weeke) divided by 2o (£hillingsh,—s deenunl amt of |5 or more
being taken k0 the next firgherds,

[
o b
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Both the amount of wage and the adjustment seale operate only until the
Court otherwise determines, and representatives of employers and employees
have the right to approach the Court for variation of $he wage or for variation
of the adjustment scale. As from February, 1951, the whole basic wage is
adjustable for wages varied according to the ** Court ” Index (Third Series).
Under the First and Second Series only the * Needs ” portion was varied.

- §12. International Comparisons : Retail Price Index-Numbers.

© The following tables give index-numbers of retail prices for various
countries. Except where otherwise noted, the average prices for the year
1937 are taken as base (= 100}). The figures, which have been taken from
the Monthly Bulletin of Statistics of the Statistical Office of the United
Nations, show fluctuations in prices in each country, and do not measure
relative price levels as between the various countries included.

Index-Numbers of Retail Prices in various Conntries.*
{Source : Monthly Bulletin of Statistics of the Statistical Office of the United Nationz.}

(Base : 1937 = 100.)

3 . = & .
] — - -,
RN - A N R I E | E| L&
s 3 3|2V E[x| €2
- 2 I o 3 =) Q & ] Z
Town or Number Sap Ban- - Bom-
of Lacalitles, 3 bz Paylo. 69 tiago. Whole. | Cauo. 36 bay. 120
037 .. .. 100 100 .. 100 [£= ] 100 .. 100 100 100
1938 .. ‘e 103 104 . 101 104 102 .. 103 100 102
1939 .. .. 10% 104 100 100 106 104 . 105 100 | 1o%
1940 .. - 119 117 105 o4 119 130 11y [, Iz5 106 121
1941 .. . 115 ‘e 117 I 137 150 128 48 i1y 133
1942 .. .. 12% . 130 b9t 173 156 184 74 148 146
1943 .. . 129 . 150 1Ly 201 158 242 197 218 166
1944 .. . 129 o 191 3% 224 5 279 209 394 174
1045 .. . 129 e 232 1341 244 162 233 292 282 173
1546 .. ‘e 131 3240 206 122 483 161 23% 467 244 I
047 .. . 136 340 328 134 378 166 270 G0 263 shad
[ 1771, . ve 148 390 b1 153 146 170 281 815 286 136
949 .. . 162 378 350 159 520 171 a8 &30 240 TRy .
w50 .. 179 374 3B [ 163 6og 181 293 945 205 | 190
1950—
Match Qtr. 141 369 370 o 567 174 284 822 288 188
June 176 366 370 162 586 178 284 gz1 293 191
Sept. ,, . 180 376 384 167 613 170 295 G68 303 148
Dee. ., 188 386 38s 169 £70 185 go6 | 1010 296 191

* The indsx-nambers in the above table wre hased oo the prices of food, housing, clothing and
nmiscellaneons tems,

(g} Base 1 1940 = 1o0. () Base: Jupbe-Augnst, 1930 = 100, {r} Dctober-December
{d) New intecim Index laked to the nld.
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Index-Numbers of Retail Prices in Varions Countrieg*—coniinued.
(Buae: 1937 = 100.}

)
. - ~ : B
f & =] x oLl &
sl 2| 5| L |BE| BB |2ed| 85 |gud| 3
BR | g3 ! E g |E5 | & Bs | EE2 | Eo (EBEE g
B2 | md| S 2 183 K EE B8 28 =22 &
%3 | Z2s = Ry L1 w w =7+ 2" Pl |Da=] >
TO‘:}"L:;: Aﬁgl;;ber [ 4-25 | 3t [Lima.| & 6o 34 ] 24=509 | 32=51 }‘{i"&:‘?
1937 ., .. 100 100 100 100 102 100 100 00 100 100 100
938 .. . 101 103 103 1ot 103 107 100 104 101 9B 99
1919 .. .. 102 107 | 108 100 102 10% 101 104 1] 97 105
040 . .. 17 1Lz 122 107 103 118 110 w07 114 o8 110
1941 .. . 134 21 143 116 | 107 134 127 152 129 102 109
1942 . 143 120 15% £ 113 Li4 | 147 122 130 114 11z
1943 .. o 140 230 155 142 115 146 149 129 120 120 118
1044 .. - 155¢| 2% 157 163 124 145 52 133 130 122 121
1945 .. .. I76e| 127 160 182 12% 145 153 137 132 125 139
1948 .. . 2e| 128 164 199 131 145 152 1590 I32 36 153
1047 .. .| oo | 1az g 163 | 258 | r3s| 130 | 159 145 tozd| 355 | 177
1548 .. .e 06 142 164 133 145 157 184 153 108 167 18¢
1949 .. . 3373 1458) 164 358 152 1fi0 G2 159 el 166 180
1950 . . 230f] 153 L7538 435 165 162 160k 165 14 167 s
g e
rch Qtr. . 233 146 165 426 16z 161 L5 161 I3 164 180
June .. 238 T8I 1§71 P 163 16 150 16% I14 165 (L5
Sepb. o, .. 240 156 174 429 166 162 160 768 114 169 179
Dee. . v 247 159 181 4353 167 l 1G4 161 Loy 116 172 184

* The index-numbers in the above table are based oo the prices of foed, hoils[ng, clothing?and
miacellanecus items.
{a) Bose ! Awgust, 1930 = 00 Tpdex-numbers for years 1937—40 include only Food, fuel, light and

renk, (& War-tlme index linked to former serica. (¢} Average of less than twelve monthe.
() July-Decerober. [nterim Index. Base: 17th June, 1947 = r0o. (e} Consumers’ (Retall)
Price Index Boked to former seriss. {H) New intertm ndex. (#) Mew index linked to Former
index {h) New index, beginning March, 1950, linked $o former serice.
INDEX-NUMBERS OF RETAIL PRICES OF FOODS.
. [ 4| 3 I 2
a 2 . -4 = g a
4 .
Els (sl g3l E] 31843
= 1 - - B
g pi ]
S| &3 | &8|a8 & &84
Town or Number Sa0 2an- Tom-
~  of Locallties. 50 Touto. 69 tiago. Whole | Caivo. 36 Parls bay. 90
1537 .. . 100 . 199 oo 100 - 100 100 100 | 100
938 .. o 104 .. 161 105 104 N 101 Ité 00 102
193¢ .. .. 109 100 97 103 106 . 105 125 109 104
1940 .. . TL0 TO0¥ 102 120 129 3¢ 128 149 110 117
1941 .. . 1t 121 113 137 154 141 T8I 172 1z 129
1042 . .. 121 134 123 179 1462 194 177 201 15 143
1043 .. s 122 153 127 212 161 263 107 259 221 159
1944 .. ae 120 201 127 227 1H2 312 200 110 231 165
1945 .. . 121 245 129 2472 163 azs 312 436 238 160
046 .. - 122 12 136 281 163 i 491 746 278 1)
947 .. . 129 ar3 15% 77 170 248 ¥I19 1,207 a0z {e)ls
948 .. .. 148 425 189 439 173 200 950 1,923 308 188
1949 .. 164 409 197 5‘04 175 303 979 1008 a1 188
80 .. . 18y 438 204 58g 204 331 | L,I74 IIt A34 b1.1]
1950— '
Qtr. .. 173 425 195 438 186 318 | 1,043 1og 324 188
June ‘e 179 438 200 547 193 326 T,111 163 130 92
Sept. . . 185 445 210 %G 206 333 | LI70 100 148 183
ec. ., .. 198 443 212 681 ZI5 342 | LI7g Iy 134 188
a) Boas : 1930 = 100, 8} Baoo : Fune-Aupust, 1955 = oo, (¢) New interlm {udex lloked
[ 1] tfhe ohd. {d) New [ndex, T 1940 = ID0. ’
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Index-Numbers of Retail Prices in Various Countries—continued,

{Buse: 1937 = 100.)
INDEX—NUMBERS OF RETAIL PRICES OF FOOD—continued.

- = ~ : [ :
, . & - == 4 ] sS4l &
-] = % ag~ ° 4l a Rpn| =
2 . ° - N = A mzl B
LB g8 (wd £ | g (B2 0s|zng| B2 |BE
B 7] o ] = = Z3% o
2 |=3|=8| 2 | & |88 |53 |38<| B2 |883 2
‘Town or Number | Mexi- Blonte-
of Localities. o0 6 25 31 | Lima. & 34 9 24=500 | 32~51 { 14
City. viileo.
1037 .. .. 100 100 100 100 100 . 100 100 100 100 100
938 .. . 33 103 104 1094 a8 .. 100 105 1ol 23 g6
930 .. .. 115 104 110 | 106 92 . 162 10} 101 20 ITH]
040 .. . 1z 123 I3 (34 101 . 113 107 113 a2z 107
10941 .. . 114 1é? TES b 152 311 o 135 115 121 100 107
194z .. .. 13t 1 I3t 158 1z9 I1é 158 |+ 127 116 g 11T
1043 .. .. 168 162 (31 160 143 121 163 138 ‘119 131 118
1944 .. .. 217 hzb| rot 161 163 124 166 [ X7 1z 119 122
045 .. . 234 rebl rze | 163 82 127 166 gy | rz2 132 136
046 .. .. 303 1976 1211 163 196 13z iz 151 122 152 163
047 .. N 2348 215 128 162 | " 271 144 171 159 ord] 184 02
1048 .. . 167 33 145 1538 | 364 163 34 164 108 200 197
1949 .. v 83| 284 | 149e| 156 |- 423 | 173§ 176 169 irg | 19z | wey
50 .. . 308 2B2¢] 103 160f] 488 198.| 1787 179 23 104 150
March Qtr, . 5By | 277 150 155 476 191 172 173 121 186 13
June . 394 284 159 16y 481 9% 176 181 L23 190 130
. Bept. .. 401 270 169 173 477 201 180 180 122 109 177
Dec. v .a 400 286 74 181 516 204 182 182 125 202 3¢
(n) Pase: August, 1935 = roo. (4} Average of legs than twelve monthe. {¢) Consumers’
(Retail} Price In( ¢X linked to former series {d} July-Idecember Interim index Base: 17th
Junc, 1947 = 100, {¢} New internn tndex, (f) New index linked to former index. {g) New

mtlex, beginnlng March, 1950, finked to-former soriea.



