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CHAPTER 1—PRICES.
. Section 1.—Wholesale Prices.

1. General,—The information given in this chapter refers to Melbourno
wholesale prices.  An index of Sydney wholesalé prices is compiled by the
Government Statistician, snd published in the Year Book of New South
Wales.

The scope’of the wholesale price index can best be understood by study
of the list of commodities included given on page 10. It is pnncipally
an index of the prices of raw matt.nal and food, and ie therefore in its scope
fairly compazable with the “ Economist” and * Statist ” index-pumbers
of Great Britain, On the other hand, it 18 very different in scope from the
wholesale price index-numbers of the United States (Bureau of Labour) or
of Canada (Department of Labour).:

It follows that the Mclbourue index has not much significance as a
general measure of prices or as o criterion of purchasing power.. Tis use is
rather to indicate changes in the price of the hasic materials which, whether
as raw matcnals or as food, or as a source of power, enter into productlon
for home ronaumptlon The commoditics are, therefore, weighted (see page
10), in proportion to Australian consumption. As Australia does not to any
extent turn imported raw material into manufactured exports, consumption
alone appears to give the most appropriate weighting. The wholesale

* price index is, therefore, at one end of a scale, and the retail price tndex at
the othér. The difference between them indicates, not the spread between
wholesale and retail prices, but rather the combined costs of manufecture
and distribution. Thisis the goneralidea underlying the Australian wholesale
price index, though it has not been consistently followed out.

The index-number of Melbourne wholesale prices was first computed in
19¥z, and has been*continued on the same lines for nearly twenty years.
It was resolved at the Brisbane Conference of Statisticians 1n 1930 that the
time had come to revise arnd extend it in harmeny with changed conditions.
An invostigation to that end is now in progress, and it is hoped that the
results will shortly be available.

2. Commodities in Groups.—The commoditics are divided into eight
groups, as set out on page IO. The descriptions of the groups are given
below with ‘ weights "', showing approximately the proportionsl cost of the
consumption of each group in the middle of 193x. These weights may be
used to corabine any group index-numbers with fair accuracy at the present
time, but wounld give unsatisfactory results if used for a time when prices
were much different relatively, as in 1929.

Groups of Commeoditiea.

. Approximate Welght

Numher. Doseription. (1931).
1. ** Metalaand Coal - 40
I “ Cotton, Wool ”, aleo ]ute. laather. &e. .. 3o
1. ** Agricultural Produce ™ - 50
Iv. * Dairy Produce - .- .. 22

V. “ Groceriea ™ .. = .. . - 45..
VL. “ Meat ' ee | 25

VIL = * Building’ mstermla * (mostly timber} . 8 - -

VI * Chernicals ™ (excluding fertilizers) . 2

It will be noticed that the chemicals group 18 almost negligible.

The index is predominantly of basic materials, but some elements of
Australian manufacturing costs enter into all groups. The element is small
in Meat (V1.), Agricultural produce (I11.}, and Cotton, Wool (I1), and rather
greater in he others, but the differencé is not sufficient to justify any
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inference as to different changes of the price-level for manufactured goods
and farm products. The number and weight of manufactured commodities
included are too small for inference of this kind from any possible grouping.

Many of the commeodities included are affected by the tariff. Cotton,
Wool (1L}, Agricultural produce (IIL) and Meat (VL), are little affected,
and Dairy Produce {IV.) not greatly, but in the other groups the tariff is a
dominating influence,

Melbourne Wholesale Prices—Commodities included, Units of Measurement, and

* Masg-Units,*?
Rany Maas
Commapdity. I Ernnd. I Unit. Unit. Commedity. I Brand. ‘ Unit. Unit,
Group 1. GrOUP V.

Troa— Currants P R b, 1,400
Pig + .. | Mxd, Nos. ton 6} (| Ralsins 7| sultanas ”' = 400
%od :eml Bar Staftord " g Herrlngs o | 1-Ib. froshi doE. 1-1b. ’ 0

.. " " tine
Plats .. " " 3 Salmon .. | 1 lb. tal " 30
GH:IO 4 iged . zﬁfﬁ;mso " 5* Alaska
YAI o . . e H; .
Tinned Plates .. | 1.C. Goke | box 6o [ fatdines .. | Baives = |doz halves) 100
. gﬂmn “;im - { No. 8., ton 6 1 Cocon .. [McEenzle'a " 100
¢, Bnee .- . " I 8 .. | Ne. 1a
Loud, 'Il‘“t . i " M‘fla;":rtoni o I ti%? 2:;
g?; p p;:;:emet . 1b. 2,600 gﬂmn o o ";:: :
G ver va 12 uetrs
Cosl .. .. | Newcastle.] ton foo Salt ... . Aﬂm‘ tan ” 4
on whart Balt .. Rock .. - s
gaove TL ] L Coleman’a d&:n.s 1-1b. 6
. Starch .. | Coleman’'n ib. 100
Bran N N doz. 110 Whits
o o . 280 Blue. . v+ | Keen's " 0

Woclpacks .. . each 200 Matchen .. | Austrollsal gross 90

Leather— Anfety
Chrome Bex . . 1,300 Candles ++ | Rangoon Ibh. 1,600

Hide - TFobatco . o v 1,300
Tauned . Lh. 600 ]| Tea . . " 2,000
plit . Kerosene .. .. gallon 1,700
Bole Leather—~ . " 6oo
Faotory
Bides GroUP VI.
l%?tton o g.nw . o 14,000
T:fnle o 3,::% ! . “'i‘;g Best .. | Avet 100 1b. 9o
and M quality
Bloder utton . + b, 33000
Tallow .. | Mutton © ton 14 || Yeal - " " 2,000
Prime . Lamb ‘e " " 3,600
Pork . - " 3,700
grovr I,
Gaove YII,

Wheat .. . bashel | 500 i =
wur .. . Y 4

Bram .. . .. e 14 [| Timber— —|

Pollard . V. " 14 6x1 roo It lin. 30

Qats .. .. | Miiiing. . bushei [ r.aco 6x " 30

Oatmeal «. | Colonial B 1} 6x " Eod

Barley .. | English bushel 150 6x " 30
[l | Cape .. " 100 Weather-

Malse A . " 1,000 ” 200

Hay .. .. | Best Mungr.| ton 133 Oregon 1,000 I¢. 20

ganﬂ . gfims .. " 135 - eup. 50
0w - ctorisn " a5 . Shel "

Poas.. . M bushel 35 || Cement . | Portiand | cak 30

Potatoes . " © White Lead .. .. ton 3

Malt .. Victorian ton 140 || Sinten oo | Weish 1,000

Onlons s " 3 20 X 10

GroUp IV. Grove VIII,

Ham .. ve .. Ib. oo Cream of Tartar | In kegs 1b. 400

Bacon . . N 9,200 Carbonate  of s ton *

Butter .. | Best Frean . 5355 || sartpetre Refined

' " 9,500 . ¥ 130

Lard .. L[ Bak ., . 200 || Sulphur_ 1. . ”

Eges .. .. | Ordinery doz, 1,800 | Caumtle Bods . owt,

Honey a . Ib. 600 Alum .« | Lump ton

Becawax .. e » 4% || Cyanide of Po. . Ib. sra

Condensed Milk B%Echu‘: dos. 1b, 160 tasslum

ord B
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3. Index-Numbers.—Index-numbers bave been computed for each
group of commodities, as well as for all groups combined. These index-
numbers are shown in the following table :— .

Melbourne Wholesale Prices—Index-Numbers 1861 to Septemtber, 1992, Computed with
Yeor 1011 ag Base (= 1,000).

1. I III. IV, Y. Y1 Vil VIIL.
TEAR. }E\e:t;flh C‘%tggn, tﬁg{%’j‘; Dairy | Qrocer- | 0. | Building [ Chemi- ‘:1%3‘:1‘:‘5'
Coal. | Lenthor.| duce, &e, | FTOduCe.|  les. Matenals. | eals. o, mbtned.
L}
1861 N 1,438 1,381 1,583 1,008 1,963 .. 1,070 2,630 1,898
1871 .. 1,006 1,257 1,236 864 1,380 .. 1,044 1,400 1,220
1881 .. 1,178 1,118 1,013 935 1,421 .. 1,091 1,587 .21
18351 .. 895 847 1,024 995 1,032 888 780 1,194 845
1901 . 1,061 774 928 1,029 1,048 1,345 1713 r7 94
(L] . 1,000 1.000 1000 1,000 1,000 1, 1,000 1,000 1,000
1512 e 1,021 991 1,370 1,200 1,052 1,357 1,057 978 1,170
19I5 N 5,046 1,070 1,057 1,084 1,024 5,252 1,128 993 1088
1014 1,039 1,032 1,207 1,137 1,021 1,507 1,081 1,253 1,149
1915 . 1,284 1,017 2,162 1,536 1133 2,438 1,275 1,528 1,604
916 o 1,695 1,42 1,208 1,485 1,332 2,51% :,ggt 1,760 1,504
1917 .. 2,129 2,00 1,159 1,423 1,343 2,403 1,884 2,171 1,662
1918 .. 2,416 2,360 1,444 1,4%4 1,422 2,384 4,686 3,325 1,932
1919 . 2,124 z.gﬁ‘a 1,985 1,631 1,515 2,548 o851 2,898 2,055
1920 . 2,298 | 2,024 2,439 | =209 | L9l 3279 3,226 2,823 2,440
191t . 2,173 1,%62 1,767 2,000 1,3}6 7,i58 2,733 2,303 903
1922 N 1,943 1,681 1,628 1,648 1,869 1,787 7,005 1,965 il ]
1923 . 1,826 2,148 1,958 1,337 1,746 2,379 2028 | X 3% 944
1G24 .. 1,838 2,418 1,647 1,655 §,721 2,223 1,813 0! 083
1935 .. 1,882 1,967 1,797 1,636 5,723 x,212 711 1,790 1,844
1926 i 1,938 1,582 2,001 1,734 5,73t 1,93 ,665 ,816 JBag
1927 N 1,962 1,6%0 1,826 1,823 L7 2,111 5,624 466 17
jF]) ‘e 1,912 1,781 1,726 1,951 1,707 2,015 [,744 [,923 Ja82
1929 - 912 1,556 1,702 1,853 1,650 2,246 1,754 1,942 f
1930 “ 1,866 1,127 1,484 5,627 1,666 2,025 1,875 1,982 1,596
1931 .. 1,826 5,930 1,121 1,399 1,794 1,508 2,025 2,166 1,423
:931--
an. .. 1,800 974 1,162 1,424 1,311 1,689 1,518 2,050 454
Feb. .. 1,868 1,098 1,108 1,492 1,841 2,455 1,992 2,761 40
March .. 1,968 1,170 1,086 5,522 1,814 1,471 1,996 2,161 L4596
Aprit{a} 1,885 1,173 1,081 545 1,789 1477 1,99 2,177 1,447
May .. 1,828 1,147 1,091 1,43 1,78% 1,494 2,038 2,177 ]
June .. 1,823 1,050 1,093 1,433 1,780 1,527 2,038 2,579 425
Joly .. 1,833 1,049 1,005 1,362 1,782 1,871 2,112 2,170 A28
Alg. .. ramg 31 1,097 | 1336 | 1,769 1,583 2,001 2,179 399
Se]zt-. o 1,810 & 1,115 1,322 1,779 1,550 2,081 1,180 ,391
Got, .. 1,770 B4z 1,132 1,588 1,791 1,460 7,028 7,180 1,402
Nov. .. 770 | 1,040 LIS | 1,334 | 1.795 1,431 2,008 2,180 1,428
Des. .. 70 | 1,056 197 | 1,275 | 1,792 | IL.432 2,016 2,180 1,425
1932— | ) . .
ah, .. 1,7%7 1,051 1,266 1,247 :,}-83 1,388 1.984 7,183 1,414
Feb. .. 1,743 1,079 1,280 1,587 1,78 1,453 1,998 2,183 1,448
March .. 1,743 1,038 1,345 1,344 1,767 1,477 2,009 2,183 458
Aprtl 1,743 63 1,233 T,4T4 1,762 1,504 2,019 2,120 1,431
BY .. 1,734 43 1,228 1,370 1,763 1,429 2,070 2,120 1,408
Jane .. 1,737 842 1,231 1,397 1,764 1,387 2,08y 2,120 1,390
July .. | 1,734 885 1,252 | 1,331 | 5,760 | 1,320 2,049 2,120 1,997
Aug. .. 1,731 599 1,260 1,311 1,754 1,301 2,000 2,030 (X1}
3ept. .. 1,727 1,120 1,270 1,319 1,764 1,314 2,067 2,11% 1,441

NoTE.—The figures given in this table are comparable in the vertleni eofumns, bui are not directiy
comparable horizontally. The index bera are revoraib

(a) The indez-numbers for Group II. and Group V. were adjusted at the beglnnlng of the year 1931,
in view of the fact that the prlees of two ltema were based on import values without fult allowance g
made for the movement in exchange. N

4. Variations since Ontbreak of War.—The variations in the index-
numbers of the separate commeodity groups for the years 1915 to 1931, and
for each month from January, 1931, to September, 1932, are shown in the

- . N !
r . e . - . .-
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following table, taking July, 1914, the last month before the outbreak of war,
as base (= I,000) for each group :(—
Melbourne Wholesale Prices Index-Numbers.
{Base—July, 1914 = 1,000). .

II. IIL. IV. V. ¥I. VIL VIIL

I.
Metals | Cotton, | Agrl- Dairy Al
Feriod. e Gro- Bullding| Chemi-

and Wool, |cultural|{ Pro. Beat, Groups.
Coal. | Leather.|Produce.| duce. | cerfes. Materials| caks. v

July, 1014 .. 5,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,008 1,000 1,000

Year 1915 .. 1,166 034 2,094 1,272 1,094 1,502 1,164 1,490 1,406
» I9L6 .. 1,53% 1,307 1,130 1,235 1,266 pALLYS 1,561 1,716 1,318
s IGLT . L1909 1,841 1,084 1,181 1,302 1,480 1,732 2,141 1,456

w 1918 . 2,087 | 2,324 1,351 1,210 1,378 1,469 2,448 3,085 1,603
o 19I9 .. 1,430 2,169 1,858 1,373 1,469 1,448 2,602 z,827 1,801

LT - T 2,091 2,430 2,288 x,ago 1,860 2,022 2,044 2,764 4,198
» 1071 . no74 { L2801 1,683 [ 3,663 0 1,016 | X330 | 2,405 | 2,240 | 1,668
o 1922 .. 1,763 1,343 1,528 1,370 1,811 1,102 1,830 1,317 1,541
w 1923 .. 1,658 | 1,972 1064 | 15271 1693 1390 | 3,848 ) 7,82y 1,704
w 1924 .. | 56671 z220 | nsar| 1,376 1668 | 1,375 | 1,656 | 5761 [ X083

» 1925 .. 1,682 1,906 1,681 1,360 1,670 1,364 1,562 1,746 1,617
. 1926 .. Lyéo | on453 | 1,873 1,483 1 1,87y | rrot | r519| 1,771 1,606
o 1927 .. 1,782 1,515 1,709 1,516 1,671 1,302 1,482 1,820 1,503
1928 L737 | 16353 1661 | 1,456 | 1454 | 1,242 1,590 | 1876 1,571

woae20 .| nzsr| e8] 0677 | nsqo| rest | nads | nder | 18es| nssr

L 1530 . 1,695 1,018 1,389 1,353 1,614 1249 1,712 1,933 1,300
w1031 .. 1,659 054 1,040 1,163 738 930 1,849 2,812 1,252
1931—

anuary .. 1,715 -] 1087 1,784 1,755 1,042 1,757 2,008 1,275
Februsry . 1,607 I, 1,035 5,240 1,785 8oy 1,818 2,108 1,270
March . 1,607 1,074 1,017 1,265 1,758 907 1,822 2,108 1,276
April N 1,712 1,0¥F 1,012 1,209 1,733 9oy 1,822 2,123 1,268
May . 1,657 1,053 1,021 I,19% 1,730 021 1,860 2,723 1,262
June . 1,656 964 1,023 1,191 1,925 047 1,860 2,126 1,249
July . 1,656 063 1,025 1,132 1,73% Ho9 1,928 2,126 1,252
August o 1,644 B39 1,027 1,111 171§ 976 1,908 2,126 1,227
September .. 1,644 795 044 | 1,099 1 1724 36 | rByz | 2026 | 1359
October v 1,608 86y 1,050 1,154 1,73% Qo6 1,851 2,126 1,229
November .. 1,608 955 1,122 1,100 1,739 882 1,833 2,126 I,25%

_December .. £,608 g0 1120 1,060 1,736 883 1.850 2,126 1,240
1933—

ANUATY .. 1,595 a6s 1,128 1,037 1,728 By 1,811 2,129 1,239
February 1,582 991 1,198 1,085 755 Br71 1,823 2,129 1.270
Morch . 1,583 033 1,165 1,118 1,712 oI1 1,834 2,131 1,261
Aprid .- 1,583 884 | 1,154 | 5,276 | 108 oz7 | nBea b 2068 | 1354
Moy .. I,57% 8z0 1,149 139 1,710 282 i,B89% 2,068 1,234
June .. 1,578 773 1,152 1078 1,710 855 1,901 2,668 1,218

t Jaly .. 1,575 8z 1,172 1,107 1,706 820 870 2,068 1,225
August .. 1,572 917 1,188 1,090 1,690 8oz 1,880 1,980 1,241
Zeptember .. 1,568 1,028 1,189 1,097 1,710 810 1,387 2,064 1,233

5. Seasonal Fluctuations.—In order to show the sessonal fluctuations
in wholesale prices, index-numbers have been computed for each quarter
of the year 1937. These are given in the following table, first, computed
with the year 1911 as base, and secondly, with the average prices for the year
1931 as base. ' Correspounding figures for purchasing-power of money (retail
prices of food, groceries and cost of housing) have been included for
compazative purposes.

Melbourne Wholegale and Retail Prices—Quarterly Index-Numbers, 1981,
Jan. April July Oct,

Particulazs, to to to to ‘Y'Vhole
March, | Jume. | Sept. [ Dee ear.

Wholeasle P;lcs Index-Numbers with xgir as hase o N
=-1,000) .. . .. . . I,453 I1.437 I.4 1,41 I,428
Wholesnlo Price Index-Numbers with average for ! ! " i

1931 08 base (= 1,000} . .. . 1,018 | 1,006 933 1,000
Ret%'?l Price 11?006. Qrocerles and Cost of Housing) ' ' 993 !
Index-Numl with average for 1911 a8 base
1,000} .. e .e “a v 1,519 1,457 I,411 I, 40 1,448
Rét:ltl i'rlu)a {Food, Groceriss, and Cost of Houslng) ’ ' ! o5 w4
Index-Numbers with nverage for 19ar az hase
{= 1,000) .. . . o ‘e 1,049 1,006 974 970 1,000
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The results evidence a greater variation in retail prices than in wholesale
prices, but in both instances the index-numbers show that the prices moved
uniformly in a downward direction during the first three quarters of the year.
In the fourth quarter wholesale prices rose slightly, while retail prices steadied
with a further small downward movement.

6. Prices, 1930 and 1931.—In Section 1, Appendix, deteils are given
of the average wholesale prices of the particular brands of commodities used in
computing the index-numbers in the years 1930 and 1931, Corresponding
information for previous years was given in the Appendixes to previous

Reporte.  In Report No. 1 {1912}, prices are given for cach year from 1871 to
IQIT.

.

$ 2. Retail Prices. .

X. General.—The methods adopted for the computation of retsil price
index-numbers have heen described in previous issues of-this Report. For
the principles involved, the reader is recommended to consult the Appendix
to Labour Report No. 9. A simple discussion of the retail price index for
food and rent, and of its accuracy and adequacy, particularly in connexion
with wage adjustment, was given in Labour Report, No. 21, Appendix
VIII., which is printed also as a separate pamphlet entitled “ Wages and
Prices.”

2. The «“0ld > Composite Unit.—The constitution of the ” composite
unit ”’ hitherto used is shown hereunder, The * mass-units ' are meant to

represent the Froporticnate consumption by the Australian community of
the articles included.

Retail Prices.—Composite Unit.

Commodity ot Unlt of “* Masn Cotnmedity or Unlt of “ Mans
Bervice. Quantity, | Uple.” Service. Quantity. { Unit.”
GRrOUPr I —(ROCERIES {INCLUDING BREAD.) Arour TI1.—MEAT.
1. Bread . . 2 1h. lont 468 26. Beef, virloin s tb. 6y
2. Flour, ordinary . 25 1b. bag 1] 27. Beef, 1ib .. . " Ba
3. Tea .. .. 1b. 30 28, Beel, flank Ve " 12
3. Coftes .. AU T 2 29. Beel, shin .. " s
5. Bugar .. . " 460 30, Beef, steak, rump .. . 24
6. Rice . .. L 0 a1, Beef, steak, ehoulder " 33
7. Sago .. e o B 32. Beef, stealr, stewlng ' %3
8, Jatn .. AN " 73 33. Beef, corned round ve 39
9. Oatmenl .. . " 33 34. Beef, brisket, with
10, Baliny .. e " 14 bone .. . " 1
11, Curranta .. . " 14 3%. Beef, brinket, without
1z, Btarch .. o " I bone .. .. » 32
13. Blae . o dot. sqa. 3 36, Mutton, leg e - 93
14. Candles . e b, 16 87, Mution, shoulder .. " &a
tg. Soap e . " 64 .|| 38. Mutton, loin . " 0
18, Potatoes .. .. 1‘][‘}. 64 39. Muiéton, neck N " o
17, Onlons ., i b, 68 40. Mutton, chops, lolu " a
18, Eeorosens . gallon 7 4I. Mutton, chops, leg " 15
42, Mutton, chops, neck " 31
43. Pori, Jeg .. v "
Gnove TL—~DAIBY PRODUOES. 3 Pork. ot . " [
45. Porlﬁ, belly ‘e “ io
19. Milk .- .. quart - 300 46. Pork, chopa ' " Bt
20. Butter .. .. b, 9%
zk. Chesse . " 13 GroUr IV.—HOUSING.
a7. Egga s ‘e dozen £
33. Bocon, middle . 1b. 16
24. Bacon, shoulder .. " 6 47 Housa Accommoda~
25, Ham |, .. . " 8 tion - . woek 454

F
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Theee * mass-units,” which are the weights given to the commodities in
the index, rePresent the estimated total consumptwn in millions of the
unit of quantity for the whole' of Australia in the years 1906-1910. Since
then, the relative consumption of the various commodities has changed
vonsiderably, Such a change, however, would make very little difference
to the index-number, which measures merely the change in price-level,
I prices had moved very differently for different commodities—some risen,
some fallen—a marked change in weight might make an appreciable change
tn the index-number. But the prices of all the principal foods have increased
substantially since 1910, so that a considerable change in weight would have
little effect.

A uniform movement of the principal food prices, nevertheless, cannot be
relied on in the future, particularly with the possibilities of controlof individual
prices by Governments or by trade combinations. The regimen has, therefore,
been revised in order to bring it into harmony with the best available
estimates of current consumption. The opportunity was also taken of adding
certain items of moderate importance, and of deleting others of which the
consumption was so small that the efiect of including them was negligible.
The new regimen, details of which are given below, was given a trial for the
first six months of 1932, side by side with the old regimen, and then brought
into operation from July, 1932.

The effect of the change in weighting was tried by computing the change
in the price level from 1911 to May, 1932, with both systems of weights.
For the six capital cities, the new weights give an index of 1,442, and the
old weights an index of 1,445. The difference was expected to be small, but
it turned out to be totally negligible for Australia as a whole. The
differences in some individual towns were somewhat greater, though =till
unimportant.

In accordance with the general principles of procedure in changing the
regimen (see Labour Report No. g, Appendix 1., Part II, paras. 14, 18) the
index was taken as determined by the rid reg:men for the June quarter of
193z, and the new regimen is used to measure variations in the price-level
after that date. The breach of continuity is very slight, and the index-
number s published records with the greatest practicable accurecy the
changoes in retail prices through the whole peried since 1911.

3.-The New Composite Unit.—In the old regimen, the weights
represent in millions the annual total consumption of Aurtralia in the years
1906 to 1910. In the new regimen, the weights are, approximately, the
annual average consumptior per head for household purposes during the
years 1927 to 1929. Small adjustments in the crude average consumption
have been made in two ways. Consumption by factories, when the product
did net go into household use in Australia, was deducted. On the other band,
the weights given to some foods, such as dried apricots and canned peaches,
cover also the consumption of other similar foods. The following table gives
the new regimen, and the weights of corresponding items of the old regimen,
reduced for comparison to the same basis of annual consumption per head,
In the last column, the relative importance of the items maling up the new
regimen is shown, approximately, for the third quarter of 193z. The
relative importance will change slightly with variation of prices, and revised
figures will be published from time to time as may be necessary. .
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{CoxMParISON ox "' NEW ' axp ' Op ” WEIGHTS AXD PEBOENTAGE CoST OF BacH ITEM.) -

(bl) Cﬂat ol'
K (a) OM neglf “"
Unft o pNown | (@Ol mer 83
Cotamodity, - Quantlty. Bes lur:lng.n Regimen l:&mm““t::{
hourne,
3rd Quarter,
1932,
Guovr I—GREOCBERIES (INCLUDING BREAD).
1, Bread ‘. .| 2 1b. loal 100 100 5.8
2. Flour, ordinary . | 251b. bag 2 2.57 i.0
3. Flour, self-ralsing . 1 2 lb, pkt. 12 . 1.0
4. Tea . rlb. 8 7.00 2.9
5. Sugar . . 100 107 6.5
6. Rice . " 8 1.7 0.4
7. Sago .. . - 1 1.87 0.1
B, Jam, apricot . | 14 Ib. tin 8 I1.3 I.2
9. Golden Syrup .| 21b. tin 1 oL, 0.1
10, Oatmeal .. ; 1lh. 5, 8.1 0.3
11, Raisins, seeded . o 5 3.27 0.7
12, Currants .. . . 2 3.27 ©.2
13. Apricots, ‘dried . " 1 e 0.2
14. Peaches, cannad . z 1b, tin 3 . 0.5
15. Pears, canned . . I .. 6.2
16. Salmon, in tins . 1 1b. tin 3 . 0.7
17. Potatoos . 14 lb. 9 14.9 E.1
18. Onions . rib. 14 15.9 X
19, Soap, householcl ordmary . - 16 4.9 1,2
20. Candles . " 4 3.73 0.2
21, Kerosene .. . | 1 gallon 1 3.97 0.3
Grovp IL.—Dairy ProDUCR.
22. Milk, fresh I quatt 72 70.0 6.3
23. Butter, factory 1lb. 30 22.2 7.6
24. Cheese, mild .. " 4 3.50 0.7
25. Milk, condensed, sweet.ened . tin 5 0.7
26. Eggs, fresh .. 1 Tdozen 6 4.20 1.3
27. Bacon, reshers e . 1lb. 1o 7-46 2.1
28, Ham, rashers, uncooked . " 2 1.87 0.4
Grovur IIL—MgaT,
2¢. Beel, sirloin .. .. 1 1b. 187
30. Beef, ribs .. .. . . 72 -
3t. Beof, steak, rump .. o N i
32. Boef, steak, atewing. . . 20 107 00.3 10.2
33 Beel, sa ‘e " 7
ETR Beaf,mmund - . " 14
35. Boeef, brisket with bone, - 15
36. Mutton, leg . . " 20
35. Mutton, shoulder v 15 . .
38, Mutton, loin .. » 18 79 775 5.9
39. Mutton, chops, loin " 16 .
40. Mutton, chops, leg .. " 10
4I., 11:or§ %eg e . . " 2
42. Pork, loin .- .e " 2
43- Pork, chops . " af? 8.63 I.z
- 44. Pork, sausages . ” 3
Grovur IV.—Horsing.
45. House Accommodation . waok 1o 10 ] 38.1

gl) Tha wal%r.:t.a glven for the = Od ** reglmen are obtainsd from those glven in the previous table
(%) Relatlve Importance

o mean population of Australia for the year 1906 to 1gt0,

Items.ngNew ** reglmen,
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It will be seen that no attempt has been made to include in the new
regimen certain foods of some importance, such as fresh fish, abd fruit and
vegetables other than potatoes and onions. It is not possible te obtain
consistent prices for a standard grade for these items even in a single capital
city, and their seasonal character would make additional complications.
The inclusion of such items, morcover, would impair the accuracy and
stability of the index, and there is no reason to supposc that, even if they
could be accurately included, the index would be altered o any appreciable
extent, or in one direction more than in the other. In. view of all the
circumstances it has been considered better to omit these items from the
vegimen. Certain of the omissions of items in the old regimen were
made partly on account of the difficulty of getting comparable prices.  Some
of the joints of meat, for example, are not suificiently standardized, and
anomalies in price were not nncommon. On this account, they have been
deleted, and the total weight given to meat 15 distribuled amongst the
more standardized joints.

1

4. Collection of Data.—Retail prices of the commodities included in
the “‘ composite unit’ are collected from representative retail establish-
ments in each of the five principal towns in cach State (30 towns in all),
The registers of traders are forwarded to the Bureau by the Government
Statisticlans of cach Btate. Prices of food are obtained monthly from
about ten tradeapeople in each town in respect to the various items in the
regimen, A careful selection is made from the lists of tradespeople and
agents to ensure the supply of representative figures for the distnet as a
whole, and returns are queried and referred for verification when there is any
reason to doubt the accuracy of the information supplied. The movemént
in wholesale prices of commodities is used as & check when the indicated
movement of retail prices appears to be éxcessive.

Some natural misunderstanding has ocourred over the use of the word
* predominant ” in deseribing the grade of goods for which prices were
quoted. When refailers first made a return of prices, thcy were asked to
quote for the grade most in demand—the  predominant”’ price—and the
prices have been usually so described. But there was no intention that the
grade for which a price was quoted should be changed on account of a change
in the demand. To change the grade in this way would be contrary to the
first principles of making an index of prices, as was laid down very
emphatically by Bir George Knibbs in the Appendix to the Labour Report,
1918.

The grades and qualities quoted for by the individual rct.m]ers have in
fact been kept constant. Any eppreciable change would be detected in the
tabulated prices, and the retwn would be sent back for explanation or
amendment. In 1931, with the very sudden fall in real wages and real
incomes of all kinds, there was a possibility of considerable changes in the
predominant grade for some commodities. Retailers have therefore
been requested to take speciai care not to change the grade or quality quoted
for, and the word “ predominant ™ bas been dropped, as liable to give rise
to misunderstanding. A careful scrutiny of returns-has made it certain
that there has been no appreciable_ change of grade in the foods for which
prices are recorded.

A return of rents is made at the middle of each quarter by ten or more
house-agents in each capital city for -houses classified according to the
number of rooms both for brick and wooden houses. The return shows the
average rent paid for all occupied houses that conform to an average standard,
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excluding houses with special advantages or disadvantages. - Old-fashioned,
inconvenient houses and houses out of repair or poorly situated are not
taken into account. Information on similar lines is collected quarterly in
cach of the country towns included in the investigation.

5. Change of Base Period.—Attention is directed to the base period
to which the index-numbers in the following tables are computed. In
the issues of the Labour Report up to the vear 1929, the retail prices of food
and groceries and cost of housing (four and five roorns) were compared with
the weighted average cost in the six capifal eities in 1911 = 1,000, while
the total houschold expenditure tabulations, (i.c., food and groceries, rent
of four and five rooms, clothing and miscellaneous items) were computed
to the weighted average cost in the six capital cities in November, 1914
2=1,000. The desirability of computing retal] price indexes to o post-war base
was considered by a Conference of Siatistictans, and it was resolved that
from Ist Jauumary, 1930, the average of the five-yearly period—1923-
1927-—be adopted as base for retail priec indexes. Consequently, the index-
numbers in the following tables, with the exception of those given in the
table showing relative cost in the 200 towns of Australia, have been re-
computed to the new base.

The computation of the series of retail price index-nurshers (food, groceries,
and rent—all houses) used by the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and
Arbitration in the determination and adjustment of rates of wages has been
continued on the original base, viz., the weighted average cost in the six
capifal cities in 1911 = 1,000. These index-numbers are published in
Appendix VIL to this Report.

6. Retail Prices—Capital Cities, 1907 to 1931.—Index-numbers,
computed separately for cach group of commodities and services included
in the investigation, as well as the weighted average for all groups together,
for the capital city of each State are shown in the next-table. The index-
numbers in the following tables, which have the period 1g23-2% as hase,
can be converted tothe old base 1911 by multipkying by 1,000 and dividing
by the index-number for roIr, .

Retail Prices Index-Numbers—Capital Cities. -

The mdex-numbera glvon in the segarnte gmlapa of the table cannot he eompared with each other in
order to ahow the relaiive cost of (say) housing,and food ant grocertea, becauss each group or combination
han ita own base, viz., the weighted average coat for the six cities taken together durlug the five-yearly
petiod 2423-19z7 for that group or combinatlon,

Town. ‘ 1907, { I9IT. I 1914, | TFg21, ’ 1927. | 1928, , 1929 1930. | 193I.
FROUP 1 —(iROCERIES,
Sydney . . 5K 574 27 | La1s | ross 86 1 r,106 q52 gtz
clbourne .. ™ 461 521 362 | 1,070 942 03 ¢80 B8 78
Brishane . L. 547 614 oy | 1,10% 30 955 | 1,031 i Trd 854
Adelalde e . Lo 541 598 | 1,076 970 Bog 972 B4t 53
Perth .- .. 72 720 628 | 1,103 950 g6t | 1014 9ok Bas
Hobart .. ‘. 501 566 G6o4 | 1,087 a53 937 { %,03% 91y 828
Welghted Average (@) .. w9 | 564 500 | rosa{ 903 939 | rosy| s 838
GROUP II.—DAIRY PRODUCE.

Sydney .- . 5518 574 6356 | 1,080 { 1074 | 1,067 | 1,086 984 841
Melbourne . .. 37t 567 ﬁgj 1,087 { -1,01 g8z | 1,003 o1 Aoy
Brigbane .. - 405 581 388 983 g7 959 971t 896 93
Adelolde i .. 548 651 7oy | r018 | 1,013 98z | 1007 908 258
Perth e o Fou 733 735 | %z | 1033 1,083 1,057 983 857
Hobart ‘e v LLYS 587 635 | I,001 988 463 953 921 768
Welghtod Average {s) .. 563 1] 654 1 1,072 | 1034 | L0166 | 1,036 [-71-) 815

(@) For all capltal oltics,
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Retail Prices Index-Numbm—Ca_.gi_tgl Oities—continued.

1

TOWN. mor, | wrt. | 1o14. | 1921, | 1927, | 1528, l 19209, I 1930. l 1931,
L
GROOP III—MFEAT

Sydney .. 519 501 668 960 057 | 1,035 7 re68 | 1,054 833
ehonrne . - 557 433 663 | 1030 969 gal 1,029 998 o4
Priebano .. .. 535 488 610 897 840 LT 823 FIH ma

Adelride .- . 553 541 84 | ro9s | nag1 ] ro62 | rzzz | 1107 g7
Perth .. i 7 H24 B8r | 1,103 | 1,065 | e8| naso | noey Bo2
Tobard ae .. 46 638 780 | t,24¢ | I,084 [ 1,032 | Los6 7 ro36 842
Welghited Average (¢) .. (33 528 691 | r0Ip g8o | 1,020 | t06r | 1001 B17

o -
GROUPS 1., AKD III. COMBINED—F00OD AND GROCERIES.

%Idney .. . 523 553 646 | 1062 | 1,092 | reze | rooo 984 895
elbourne . o 517 523 6éro | 1,063 qby 942 | 1,004 13 791
Brishane . . 530 { 560 603 Lo | 40| 935 931 44 778
Adelaide - . 532 570 679 | 1,060 | T030 993 | 1,058 937 789
Perth . o |, 670 751 72 116 | 1,004 § 1,053 | 1084 (151 836
Hobart . .o |, 385 £92 678 | 1,133 | r,o00 966 | 1,028 052 816
Welghted Average (o) .. 533 559 640 | 1,064 | Looo 985 | 1044 041 826

Grovr IV,—HOUSING (WEIGHTRED AVERAGE ¢ AND 3 R0OOMB),

Sydney .. .. 593 201 | * 760 389 19 | 1,1 § 1,162 | 1,197 | 1,026

elbourne . . 435 560 628 20 | r,046 | 1,087 | ro04 | 1,0x1 B67
Brisbane . - 283 373 466 630 832 B3y 841 7738 G6a
Adelalda . . 510 206 635 Bogy 942 | ro2z 986 916 :rgs
Perth . - 458 | 54| 5 2 ggg 922 | g4r| 955 | 9rg| 8B
Hobart . - 405 452 52 | 966] 939 937 | en| gor

Welghtod Average {a} .. 497 BgI2 663 862 | 1,030 | 1066 | 5073 | ro47 901

ALL GROUPR COMEBINED.—F00P, GROCERIES, AND HOVUSING.

g;dne‘y . . 548 Gob 68y | roz6 | 1060 | 1,064 | 1,115 ] 105 gz
elbodrne - 4951 339 66| err| o06( 993 | 1036 | ‘ua B
Erighane . . 442 500 554 77 g0z 9ol oI2 B19 743 -
Adelatde . - 524 614 671 973 999 | 1,003 | 1,030 922 277,
Perth ! . .e £0. 692 679 o8z 973 oL 1,038 b LT
Hobart .. o 50 543 621 | 5044 | 98 95 992 939 846

Waighted Average (a) .. 5320 518 648 992 | norr | nor4 | 1,084 978 552

- (#)} For all capltal citiea,

7. Change of Basis for Rent Constituent.—The preceding table
takes into account houses of four and five rooms only in respect of rent.
Up till the end of 1924, the rent of *“ all houses * was the basis of the index.
The “all-houses '’ 1ndex is still continued for the use of the Arbitration
Court (Appendix VIL). There is no appreciable difference in the movement
of the rent index for any town, whether * ail houses > or only four and five-
roomed hotises are taken into account, There is, however, a substantial
difference in the index-number itself, becanse the base ia the average for the
six capitals, and the capitals vary considerably from one another in the
proportion of four and five-roomed houses to total houses,

8. Retail Prices, Thirty Towns, 1927 to 1932.—The following tablesfgive
index-numbers representing the variations in the cost of food and groceries
(46 commedities), in 30 of the more important towns in Australia at yearly,
quarterly, and monthly periods for the years specified. In addition, index-
numbers are given showing for the years specified the quarterly and yearly
variations in house rents and in the combined cost of food, groceries, and
housing, . . .
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Retail Prices Index-Numbers 80 Towns : Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities duzing
the five-yoarly period 1923-1927, as Base («) (= 1,600).

N.3.W.-—1IRDEX-NUMBERE,

Y1CTORLA,~1NDEX-NTMBERS,

« E : . ¢ .'
. = | @ g £ 1%s.) § | 4 é ;
EENARERER RS " RN AN R Nt
S| El g 213188 2135|3833
zl 2l & & 23zl 81 2| & | 3 |8 |E
xFOOD AND QROCERIES—46 COMMODITIES.

1927 1,032 | 1,025 [T30% | 1,000 996 1,036 969 | 989 | 990 | 965 | 9s9 | 970
1928 nor |1017 | 1,200 (1095 | Q8¢ |026 | o4z 965 | 96h | 953 | 928 [ a44
1919 ¢ 1,090 | 1,061 | 1,286 [1,064 | 1,046 | 1,002 | 1,004 | 1,020 | 1,041 | 1,010 | gg0 {1,006
1930 8y 3;4 1,182 9Fr L7 aa 91? g5z 958 ?o? oiz 16
|33| . 16 8 | 1O | B43 T T B13 | 825 ? 8io 93
1931 188 Qr . Bo8 | 1,063 875 384 Q03 835 554 863 Bob 842 836
2l ng B8z | 1,041 867 873 dg1 793 816 B2 FrL 708 795

ard B8s7 | B4a |~ 970 | 818 | 833 | 858 ) 66 793 | Bob | 266 | 794 | 760

th o, 861 843 969 8rz: | &37 861 768 { o1 807 | 779 | Bos o1

1932 186 Qtr. 870 | 8B4p | ov6 | 820 | 834 dro | 596 | Bos 798 795 | V818 287
2nd 1Y 843 961 841 534 B2 770 75 799 78¢ 812 772

. 1031, P
Januarg . 918 | go3 {7,094 | BBo 836 g18 | 882 | 860 | B7r | B2z | Bs4 | Bs5:
Februnry g7 o3 | 1,052 B7a 881 01 -] 855 863 Bo3 840 [ Bas
March it 34 g0 | [,045 871 87y 97 819 838 B54 794 §z3 Az0
April Bgb 898 | 1,048 831 836 900 LL1 Ba6 830 791 794 Boy
ay a8y 8g3 | 1,045% 865 86g 588 703 | Hi1g 820 769 8oo 704
Juna . 885 | - B70 | 1,02 127 863 Bar Fi 1 809 816 763 799 7835
July .. B63 | Bs7 1 96 829 B3g | .86y 466 | Boo | Roy 756 | 2871 96
August . . F] 835 97t 811 831 | Bss »66 708 Boy 766 79I *bg
September .. LI 836 rd] ars fa2g bss 167 706 8ol 796 804 790
October .. 860 -7 970 fog 832 861 761 795 Boy 773 gor P
Hovember .. | 867 | B4s | o979 | Bog | 834 | 86y yrr | 7oz | 8o | 2| 808 ) s
December ., 855 B3r | o058 818 ) B4s 856 [ »y1 797 1 Bog 791 808 | 704
1032, .
January .. | 86| B3z | gyoi M3y B3¢ | 8o yyB ) 7901 96| 790 Bug! 780
February ., 874 856 984 | a1 829 A7y 295 814 803 798 829 For
March - .. 8y Buy 0r4 B26 840 Ars 784 799 790 797 8z0 786
April 872 851 978 840 848 973 782 794 8oz fo3 %30 784
ay 8§59 843 949 Byz 832 860 769 Fidd 788 286 806 271
June .. 852 B35 960 830 Ba3 853 761 755 781 7y 8oo 763
EoUsING—(WEIGHTED AVERAGE 4 AND 5 Rooma),

1927 . frros [ro62 | 693 | 5,138 | 866 |re03 Jr0e6 | Gar | 788 1 997 [ 793 [ness
1928 . 1,143 | 1,089 Foz [I,183 885 | 1,125 § 1,087 675 793 g8o 83t | 1,053
1929 . fr,162 | 1,082 7ot | 1,240 880 {1,143 [1,004. 708 Bty ggl B840 | r,060
195 . 1,197 | 1,044 ;&6 1,181 858 1,170 | 1,011 ] 750 1 Bos [1LH
lggl .. | 1,086 | 895 953 2 |1005 | 867 | 6201 €53 | 815 | 823} W47
1931 18t Qtr. | 1,107 971 738 11,028 9359 | 1,084 5 G639 689 B8 LET 883
* na - [res? 24 | 730 ] 975 | 938 11,036 75 | 619 | 664 | Baz | 816 Bs4
srd ,, | ro013 Qo 728 ggz 918 993 847 611 633 799 f1s Bar

4th 927 795 605 r 753 005 843 f10 628 702 826 823

1p3% 1RE Qir, 9r3 810 618 fs0 278 835 fa0 b1 643 755 arr 812
md 902 708 621 7.4 783 884 Big 629 G4y 743 8o 8oz

¥oor, GROCERIES, AND HOUSING,

1927 .. |v060 j1.038 | 1,025 | 1,068 g95a | L,056 946 862 q1é 97 fo4 946
1918 oo | 064 1.043 1027 | 1,087 | 957 jyo61 | 993 | 862 | go4 | 962 | 899 ; of3
1929 Lo LIS | oﬁs 1,078 | 1,146 927 ILIIo :,033 ;4 gz o8 940 | 1,026
1930 v 1,05 1,021 | T 050 0 | 1,082 4 1 00 40
1991 I 897 |Mt0i | ad2 | d6d |63 | Bl | 748 | 76 3] &8 | 8%
1931 18t Qtr. o7y 924 948 929 11 969 860 298 Bo1 820 830 13
2nd 948 00 930 gab 396 043 822 746 266 793 804 85%

yrd gu 6o | 884 | 862 | Bon | 90b6 | 7os | 732 ] 45| 778 | 802 | 290

ath 8¢ | 825 | 8B40 | Bav | Bo7 | 8y | o4 | Fer | 44 | 7835 B13 | 790

1932 18t Qir, L1 835 848 831 1% 8¥g #or 740 743 81 B1g 796
zod 876 817 841 843 816 870 788 723 738 r3 810 783

(a} Sep explanatory nots at contre of pape 17,
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Retail Prices Index-Numbers 30 Towns : Weighted. Average-of Six Capital Cities during
the five-yearly period, 1923-27, as Base (¢) (= 1,000)—continued.

QUEENSLAND—INDEN-NuMBERS.

300TH AIIS!"RALIA—IN DEX-NUMBERS.

o & g ] < 5
= . ] X 8. ¢ B}
& . iy .5 - a : -
1 8 g 3 2 § "'g § g E 5“ g g 3 -3
F( (3,58 £ ﬁg = |35% 2| © % g3
g = Erol|l o ] 4 ¥y
|3 58| 5 |838] 3 [£58| & g | K2 1pas
FooD AND (GROCEMES—{46 COMMODITIES). .
1927 con | 940 | @1z 1008 !.rge 95¢ | 98t |1,030 |tlori [1,071 | no15 | 5,002 | 1,033
1928 | 935 | Ber | oy0y1087| 930 0401 993 1roso In,048 | 907 |1,110{ 930
1929 . 51 gzg 1,011 l,tgz 1 gél 1,055 1.13; i1l | 1,034 1,166 [ 1,061
1 ‘. 4 4 Iz ki 5 437 | 1,03 1,019 g24 L1,04 44
193 8| 78| 843 | oz | 798 | 788 | 780 [Taas | “6s3 | P74 ["hed | 9
1931 et Qir. 709 f03 870 916 B3 810 835 930 3] 704 912 L.¥T]
2nd 738 760 1 848 gré 804 797 | %10 8Bs 68 vo4 | B84 | 216
d 758 | 7ay | Bi3 84 | 785 | #66 ) 754 | B2y | Bré6 | 76o | B2z 6o
ath o, | 768 | 748 [" 840 | 8oz | 90| 778 | 782 | 834 | 820 | 768 | 837 | 63
7
1933 I8t Qe 76t | 744 [ B4¢{ B0 | op7 | 7r2z| 87| Bra| 854 | 788 | Bs:x 793
and ,, 47 742 drs L-EY 281 758 281 B6o 836 783 Bz2g w7
1931,
Japuary .. ggs 704 | 858 | go3{ 706 | Bog | B4 949 | 033 | Bz2g | o017 ] Bay
Tebrusty .. o6 | Hig 877 | 920 | 8ig | Bry Ban | g31 oth | 781 | o14 ] By7
Mar . 706 | B0z ar6 925 828 809 8z2¢ QI 581 yr2 g06 | B34
Aprtil .. 97 ’,'Bg 864 | 920 fog 807 Bz2q4 303 828 1 g9y 829
ay - 78y 76 845 014 810 7ab6 812 8% 868 bl 882 Bry
June ) 280 | 746 | 834 gu 02 | 287 | 796 | 8ro | 857 | %6 873 | 8ot
July o | 757 | 70| 820 96 | 7By | 766 | 762 | 8B45| B30 | 764 | 833 ] 768
Auvgust . 754 733 8oB 876 785 762 753 813 8oy 761 irg risd
September .. 263 F40 15 8% 789 771 748 811 8og 755 81 754
October .. | 763 | 744 | B38| 883 | 784 | 771 | 749 | Hx4| Bax| 26x| B2 7558
November .. 774 FEL] 847 | Boo | 78s 783 753 B35 818 262 | 828 760
December . zro | 752 B4y 9e3 Bor 781 760 | &2% 830 | 281 BsB ] 97
1932,
Jsounry .. ¥5 | Fag| B4z gool sE87 | pral 69| Byl B3| sBr| Bar | 9me
PFebruary .. 764 243 843 804 267 774 798 | BBg | 866 790 | Bog | 8o
h oo F 734 | 7su| B4x | oo | 728y y6r | o3| 876 | Bs2 | 703 | Bag
April o b o753 30| 86 333 785 | 764 ) 705 | Bya{ 835 | 786 | B4z | o1
¥ o) 748 | 43| 818 | BBy | 784 | 760 | 8o | Bs6 | B3y | 789 | 826 | 786
June o} 9| 73| Boz | Br9 | 772 | 750 ] "¥6o | 853 B20 | 775 | 84| Frs
HOUMNG—(WERIGATED AVERAGE 4 AND 5 ROOMS),
1927 . 832 743 | 6o 564 745 o2 | 942 508 | *op £11 Bo1 | gof
1938 ) B39 | 727 | 633 | 677 | 679 | BogJuoez | 481 | 699 | %49 | 7ra | o7
1228 sl el dlon| Gh) e w4 Sl G0t g
198) ) e8| &8 | eod | &38| ces | GEB ) Fus | 302 | & §| 718 | 7
g3t zat Qbr. & 6az | G4 | G657 | 660 | 670 | Boy 1 abs | zo3 | s86 | ras | o8
2nd 689 | G2z | 630 | 657 | 639 | 677 | 760 | 426 684 | 586 | i | F4o
std 670 | a4 | 627 | 623 | 647 fﬁg 732 | 398 | Gb3 | sB6 1 715 | 713
ath 66o | 623 | 304 | 5741 647 ] 64 720 | 398 | 630 | 3B6 7| 70z
1932 1t Qir. | 649 | 391 s90 | 557 | Gq7 | 636 ] 696 382 | 628 | 610 | yox ] 679
ad ,, Gay | 662 | 590 | 550 | B2z | O3y} 6oyl a3rr| Gag| 6og | Gos ] cdo
Faob, GROCERIES ANP HOUSING,
1927 ..] 9oz | Bs2| 896 | 933 | Bgo | BgA | goo | 87z | o404 B36 [ o995 | 989
1928 va go1 833 838 942 841 8gz | 1,003 854 925% 838 990 90z
1929 .. 13 A5 877 g?s 867 ot | 1,030 891 963 866 [ 1,042 11,020
1930 .- 1 8o 831 83% 803 Bz1 g;g 810 1I o4 61 922
1381 ] 3| 78| 78 45 | 45 708 | o0 | 0% | &ni} e
1931 ek Qtr. 60| 739 | Jo1 2y 759 764 | Bas 737 | 8a6| rr0| Ban ] B30
and 753 | r1s | vro| Ba4 | vas | 34| roe | 723l 8oy | oy | Bzy | #89
o, 730 | 704 | 748 | 7oR | 7361 733} 746 | 623 % 7ha | 698 | 2Ba| 43
abh ,, F 730 jou | 33| | 19} vz 744 | 680 | 30 ) yo3l 87| 743
1p3z 186 Qtr, 721 Ggo 754 rrtd 73t 724 754 639 74 725 o8 753
aod 7ig 713 735 767 7i4 715 752 680 763 72 781 749

(&) Beo note at oentre of page 1.
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Retail Prices Index-Numbers 30 Towns : Weighted Average of 8ix Capilal Cities during
the five-yearly poriod, 1923-1827, as Base (b)) (=L1000)—continued, -

WESTERH AUSTRALIA—INDEE-NUMBERS. T4SMARIA-—INDEX-NUXDERE. W g w \

| = g s | § m.m -
= = g . 2 T .n b e 3
ol El S (E8 s 8| 3| B | 5 Zsd(3s]3Ed
12l 5].3] % |38 2| 5| ¢c| £9| §[35g|55|5%
N P £ & S ezl ® o & 3 1-5 [r2€) 25 |23

~ ' Faop AND GEOCERIES—{46 COMMODITIES).

2y . J1,004 Ftrg8 roum 109 |rror Vo6 | 000 987 | 1,017 {1,006 | 1,108 | 100t | {,000 1,004
19¢h + | 1,083 | 173 | 1,004 | 1130 [ 1,096 | 1,06 566 949 | L,006 973 | 1,080 o6y | 9831 989
1929 - |noBa | 1,267 | 5187 | 1,173 [ 5,549 1,108 | 1025 | 995 |T,008 1,038 | 1,140 [r,024 | 1,044 | 1,047
93¢ . g61 | 1,158 | 1,041 L1090 roww b6 52 wwu 1,003 938 | 3,068 mwm 941 246
_Wm_ .- 836 | 994 | BBI | BBE § 9 56 16 2! 834 | B2T ) 934 826 | B30

o3 et Qb xr 1012 13 | 922 %] 804 | 864 B53 | Bro | B6y 1 992 |- 866 | 860 | 86¢

and ., i | 5007 93 | 916 | 935 | B84 | 826 | B2z | Byr | 8272 | 920 | Bz9| 837 | 84z
arl Boh | o2y | 866 | Bra] 901 $ap 784 201 825 798 I 901 292 8oz 8oz
4th 793 | 98c | 861 | 834 | B899 | B17 | go [ 7Bz | Bas | B4 | 915 | 795 [ Sos{ Bog
932 186 Q. 826} ¢ 868 | 8281 goo| 845 814) Boo| 839} 8551 gn 81y | 89| 82
¥ ha w | 835 omm 879 | Bsy | goo| Bs3| Brx | zor | Ban | 830 | go stv | 810 Ew
I931. -
January 870 | o098 | o037 | g2z | o926 | 887 | 8751 867 | Bg6| 864 |ro27 ] Bro ) 872 ] 8u6
February . 879 | 1,018 14 gzo0 938 806 866 Bsb 854 876 | 979 867 839 86y
March .. 882 | 1,020 87 | o926 948 Bgg | 850 B3y | 86a| 866 | 971 852 | Bs0 | B34
Aptll . 8rg | 1GIF 83 g23 | "946 By6 838 Bz9 854 846 956 Berx 947 ) Bs:
May . . 865 |1,008 1 91z 087 | B8B83 | 833 | Big| Byr| Beo| 928 ) 8321 835 )
Juna . LT 903 86 G913 923 868 Bab 818 Bqo 811 Q04 81 b T 833
July .. 51y LT 872 88z 10, | 840 789 oz 8z0 8oz H00 it Bo6 311
August .. Bor 973 857 | A6b o7 823 {. 787 704 822 796 | ooz 794 Bor Bos
September Soo0 | 78 869 80 8g6 823 776 Fred 833 707 goz 784 8oo | Sog
Uotober - | 92| ¢83 | H60 ] B44 ) go4 | Bry| 78B4 | 7réy 83 810 | o016 789 | 8or | Ros
November .. | 796 | ¢86 | 86x | Bab}| go3| 8z0| so2 uwu 83 8oz | oz 796 | 808 | Bz
Deocomber .. 702 972 63 LETS do7 8y 708 78 835 830 ot Boo Sos Bog
1932
Januncy .. B20 oz Bro 810 88g 839 804 766 952 852 Q10 810 811 814
Yebroary .. Baa 990 855 Baz fg7 842 818 6oz Bsg 855 | 912 fa1 23] 829
March -] 816 908 | 8y7| 832 | o1a | Bss| 821 | oo | Bbg | B3z | ozo | B2z | 822 | 823
Aprii “ 844 (1,006 | 8Bz 8584 gro 863 Bir | 8oy | B33 833 | o1y | 830! 8o 824
May .. 834 | 088 885 8573 goz | 8s3| 812 786 § 835 838 | o8t Bro| BoB | 812
Juge . Bz2b{ g¢n 870 | 843 BEE | H44 790 | yro | 823 | 829 | oo | 794 | Boo| Bos
HOUBING—{ WEIGHTED AVEEAGH ¢ AND 5 Rooma).
1527 - f o9z sS4t Soa | i3] By0 | B8 o66; 2872 | 770 | 743 | 434 | 878 freze | o908
1928 o] mak | ssr | eIy 6r1 1 gsr Sw 939 | 845 | 778 | i1 460 | 878 Jrob6 | 1,032
1929 . 955 ...mu 917 am@ oMu 90! 932 muw .wmm ww.u umw uu 1,073 | 1,037
1930 . ¥l E 903 1,063 OI4 0 2 3 5 ro4% f1,01
830 S| BT %) R8T | Fal i3 | BRE| 3of | | Fel 34| 3651 o3 %7 MR

15t 1sb Q4R | gz4 | 393 | 870 | 789 |1043f 888 F qus | 8| 1o | 68| 584 | 852 ) g5 24
2nd 898 | bay-| 862 | 786 |1043 ] 870 o»m 783§ 7o | 737 uou 855 | 914 04
ad ., 865 | 703 833 | 757 |10607 450 | 88
ath 835 [ 704 B38| 784 | 9os | 829 | 880 | 768 | 78| 7ok | 606 | Ba4 | 845 | 824

1932 ret Qir. 818 &69 823 743 987 Sos 86z r66 FiT] L1 662 814 83r 811
and 811 765 | Bio | 740 981 | BoA ] 848 | 57| o3 mom 676 | 8zr mmn Bos

FooD, GROCERIRS, ARD HOTSING.

1927 cf 975t 933 |te26| 968 |rorg | 973 ] 988 | o016 | 929§ gi3| 864 | os7 {1011 |r00
1924 .. 101 449 | 5,038 967 | 1,047 | 1,007 956 912 920 880 Bio | 935 1014 Qo004
1929 .1 .omm 1,010 | 1,072 amm raom .romw 992 MWu 972 mo wwo 970 H.ouw 1,044
1930 . 4% 0d 1,03 g9 I G i3 0 I 7 o
_mw, wm» T4 mq» 61 960 ; 657 mwm 80 wmw 70| BIS mn mm» waq

1931 18t Qtr. Bog | B64 | Bgr | 8Brs ) ors | 8oz 88z | 82 81 Baz | B48 % 861 893 | 487
93 mmu 8rc ! or 879 860 | Bo umw 795 Bio | 838 866 Bfio
82y | 88 | 8s5 ! 832 | o957 | Bab| Bar ] 786 | 783 | 765 ] o7 | Bob ]| Baz | 827
808 882 853 806 933 820 ,,wo» Frid 703 774 803 Sos 819 | 814

1932

A2 576 | 8sz | 708} gar| 8sv| 831 ] s8] Bod umo 8z¢ 1 816 | Bz3 | 819
- 9og | 8591 Bry| o929 | Bary{ 83s{ 9| oo | 7Bo| 826 | Brs ] 8re{ 810

The townos of Midland Juncilon (W.A.), Zeshan {Tas.), and Beaconsfleld (Tna.), wera replaced In 1973 b
Zoawm-hu ;m?u. Burpla (Taa.), and quh..vo-.n (Tas,), (1] wmaa note st centre uau-o 17 973 br
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.

In so far as they relate to the capital cifie8 the index-numbers in these
tables are comparable in every respect with those given on page 18 for the
respective groups, and where they relate to the same period are identical

in both ta

bles.

The index-numbers in the separate parts of the table cannot be directiy
compared with one another in order to show the relative cost of (say) housing
and food and groceries, since the weighted average cost during the five-yearly
period, 1923-1927, is in each part mede equal to 1, 00?

- The last two columns in each of the tables above refer to the weighted

average, for the six capital cities and for the 30 towns.

The population

weights used in the computations of these weighted averages for 1923 and
subsequent years are as followa-—

Population Weights Tsed for Different Towns.

!
N%"‘m‘h Yictorla, Queensland,  [South Australla. Am. Tasmania.
L
i
< o ! o 3 o <&
Town. 51 Town, £ Town. g, Town % Town S| Town 14§
g, %’ ! ] K] k]
B B & -3 -3 3
o |
Sydney .. Sgg Melbourne | 766 Brisbape 210 Adelalde 255|Perth, ete. | 155 Hobart 42
ewcastle 4 Ballarat . 36|T'woomha 21 ‘Kndlm gte | 1aEalg'licate| 1g9|Launcraton] 24
Broken HIl | +6{Bendigo .. o Rockham'n | 24 ‘Pt Plrle to|Northam 41 Burnle 3
oulbarn 13 Geclan 3: Chrts, Twrs.] go'Mt. Gamd'r| 4|Bunbury | Devonport | 8
Bathurst 91W'nam ool SIWarwick GIPet-erbor e¢h| 2jGeratdton 4IQueenst'vm 3

-

The weights used are based on the Ig21 Census populations, and represent
'to the nearest 1,000 the actual populations at that date,

9. Retail Prices Index-Numbers in Terms of Currency.—In each section
of the next table the average cost for the six capital cities during the five-
yearly period 1g23-1927 has been taken as base = 2o0s.
measurc the vanations in the cost of—(a) food and groceries; (b} house
-rent ; and {¢) food, groceries, and house rent combined, from year to year
in each city separately (in the vertical lines), and the relative cost in the

several cities in each year (in the horizontal lines). -

The figures

Thus, by referring to

the section of the table relating to food, groceries, and house rent combined,
it will be seen. that I2s.'7d. in Sydney in I9II was equivalent to Ips. in
Brisbane, or 10s. 10d. in Hobart, while 153. 11d. in Melbourne for the last
quarter of 1931 was equivalent to 8s. 10d. in Brisbane in Igo7, or 139 5d.
in Perth in I91X:
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Rehﬂ?nm—ﬁmmtsaecessmontheAvemgemeaehYmspemﬁsdkommto
1032 to purchase in epch Capital City what would have cost on the average £1 during
the five-yearly period, 1923-1927, in the Capitals regarded a8 & whole,

delaid Parth, | Hobart Awelgm:ga
Year, _Sydney, | Molb'oe, | Brighane. | Adelaide, arth. obart. O:;ﬁss 4.
Foon AND GROCERIES {46 COMMODITIES).

s d. s d. s & s 4. s d s d. &-d.

1007 0 6 o 4| 10 7| 1o 8 13 5| 11 4 10 8
191X 1w 6 It 5 I 5 I5 I 11 10 T 2
1921 21 3 21 3 20 3 21 4 22 4 22 8B 21 3
1926 20 IX mie| 20 o 2011 20 10| 20 I 20 5
1927 . z0 B| 19 5| 8310] 20 7| 20 1| 20 © 20 ©
1928 20 51 1810} 18 B| 1950 21 1| 19 4 19 8
1929 2110 20 t| 19 of =21 1 21 8§ 20 © 20 II
1630 19 8y 18 3| 611y 18 9| 19 3| 19 1 18 10
1931 . I7 6 1510} b 7 15 9 6 9 1IG 4 I 6
1931 18t Qtr. 18 | 16 8 16 o 16 8 17 71 17 3 17 2
. 2nd 17 ¢ 15 Io 15 O " oz 17 4 6 6 16 9
s o3d 17 2 15 41 15 z| 15 1 16 1) 15 8 5 1
w  4th 17 3 I5 4 15 4 15 2 15 ID 15 10 16 1
1932 T8t ., 17 5 i3 9| 15 3 5 9 16 6| 16 3 16 5
» and 17 3| '15 5! 141X 15 7| 16 8| 16 3 6 2

Hovuse RENT (WEIGHTED AVERAGE, 4 AND § Rooas COMBINED)
1907 11 IO 9 1 58! 10 2 9 2z 8 1 9 II
1911 14 ol 1 3§ 7 6| 14 1 I & g o 12 3
1921 9 9| 16 5] 12 7] 16 2 I4 9| 17 % 17 3
1926 22 4| 20 of 16 4| 18 6 18 ¢| 1911 20 6
1927 2z 2§ 2012 16 B} Bio| 18 5| 19 4 20 7
1928 2210 | 21 9| 16 g| 20 5] 1wl 18 ¢ 21 4
1929 23 3 21 31 1610 19 9 10 17 183 8 21 &
tggo 23 11 20 3 15 61 18 4 19 7| 18 3 20 11
1931 . 20 6 I7 41 13 7| 16 1 17 77 18 0 18 0
1931 18t Qtr. | 22 2z | 18 1] c13r0| 16 2| 18 6| 18 4 19 1
,w 2nd 2r 2| 17 6 13 9| 13 2 18 o| 18 6 18 4
w  o3d 20 3| 16123y 13 7| 14 8| 17 4| 17 @ 17 8
W 4th 18 7 010| 13 2 14 5 16 8§ 17 7 16 11
932 I8t 8 3 16 7| 13 o| I3 11 16 4 17 3 16 7
s znd 18 1|16 5| 12 11 I3 II % 3| 17 7 16 5
Foop, Groouries, anp HousE RExT CoMBINED.

1907 11 o 9 II 810| 10 6| 1IXI1I] 10 2 0 5
1911 1z I 10 g 10 0o 12 4 13 5] 10710 Ir 7
g2t . 20 ¢ 19 61 17 6| 10 6! 10 8| 2011 19 10
1926 . 2I- 5 0 2 18§ 8§ 20 I 19 10 | 20 6 20 6
1927 2l 2 I9 11 18 o| 20 o 19 6{ 19 9 20 3
1928 - 2T 3 g0 18 o 20 1| 20 3] 19 1 20 3
1929 22 4 20 o 18 3| 20 7 20 9| 19 10 21 I
1930 21 2 18 11 66 5| 18 7| 19 41 18 9 19 7
1931 18 T I6 &) 141G 15 7 1”7 1 16 I 17 1
1931 w1t Qtr. | 19 6| 17 2] 15 2} 16 6| ry1r| 17.8 17 10
s 2nd g o 16 5| 15 1| 1510 17 7| 17 2 17 4
noo3d 18 3% x50 14 74 141 6 7| 16 3 16 8
- gth 17 B 1511 | Y4 7| 141X 316 2| 16 § 6 5
932 I8t 17 8| 16 o 14 5| 15 X 16 61 16 7 15 6
» 2nd 17 6) 15 9| 14 2| 15 1| 16 6] 16 B 6 3
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10. Price Details, 1031.—The summarized results of pricc-movements
ure published quarterly, and the average retail prices of food and groceries
for each month are published in the Quarterly Swinmary of Australian
Statistics, In Section II. of the Appendix to this Report, the average
retail price of cach item of the food and grocerics regimen during 1931 is
given for the 30 towns‘included in the investigation. Information with
regard to house rents is published quarterly in the Summary, and annually
in the Labour Reports. In appendixes to Labour Report No. 1, detailed
particulars were given of retail prices and house rents in the capital cities
for the years 1gor to 19II. In Report No. 2 and subsequent issues
information in detail regarding retail prices and rents during each year has
been published.

§ 3. Food, &c., Clothing and Miscellaneous.

I. General—In the following Section the results are included of
investigations into retail price variations of all items ordinarily entering
into household expenditure classified into four main gronps :—Food and
Groceries ; Rent ; Clothing ; and Miscellaneous.

The tabulation by the Burcau was undertaken as a result of the recom-
mendation of the Royal Comnmission on the Basic Wage which was appointed
in 1919 to inquire into and report upon the following matters :—

(i) The actual cost of living at the present time, according to reason-
. able standards of comfert, ineluding all matters comprised in
the ordinary expenditure of a household, for a man witha wife
and three children under fourtcen years of age, and the several
items and amounts which make up that cost.

{ii} The actual correspending cost of living during each of the last
five years,

{iii) How the basic wage may be sutomatically adjusted to the rige
and fall from time to time of the purchasing-power of money.

This Commission issued two reports—itho first in November, 1920, and
the second in April, 1921, Thesereports show that, according to the standard
assumed by the Commission, the cost of living as at the rst November,
1920, for a family consisting of man, wife, and three children under fourteen
years of age, was as follows :—

Royal Commission on Basic Wage—Cost of Living, 1st November, 1520.

-

Particuiars, Melourne, Sydney. Brlabane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart.

o
.n' R

£a d| £a.d ! £a d| £ s d £ s £ s d

Rent 1 0 6] 1 2 0| 017 0| o019 6] 019 O 019 ©

Food 2:6 2 2 6 9 2 3 x| 2 7 2| 2 41| 2 Bag

Clothing .| » 9 0 I 7 © 1 6 of 1 8 3 1 7 9l 1 9 2

Miscellaneous I e10| 1 1 4] 1t o 1) 1 1 2} & 2 3| 019.10
5 16

Total .| 516 6 s17 1| 5

-
I
-
b

13 11 5 16 11
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The corresponding cost of the commodities and services included (which
arc fully set out in the fiest Report) for the years rgr4 to 1920 was as
follows :— :

Royal Commission on Basic Wage—Cost of qumodities; etc., 1014 to 1920,

Years Melboutne, Svdpey. Drlabune. Adelaide, Perth. Hobart.

£a d | £k d| £ o d]| £ s d| £ a.d| £ s d
1914 3 7 9] 3111y 3 4 o|"3M 2| 312 9| 3 & 9
1915 . 3016 9| 4 1 G} 311 3 319 of 317 ¢t 315 1
1916 .. 317 51 4 4 6] 31310 319 7| 4 1 2 315 6
1917 42 25 4 9 81 319 3| 43 2| 4 4 2| 4 410
1018 4 B0 414 8| 4 6 0f 41011 4 9 2} 4 & 6
119 413 5i 5 5 3] 41510 5 2 6| 5 0 9| 5 0 4
1920 516 6| 517 & 5 6 2 516 I 5 13 11 5 16 11

In answer to the third clausc of the inquiry, the Commission recom-
mended that “a Burcuu of Labour should be organized from existing
members of the Public Service, which should ascertain from time to time
the rise and fall in the purchasing-power of money in relation to the
reasonable standard of comfort for the typical fannly (ie., such a family
as is described in Clanse 1).””  After consulting the Commonwealth Statistician
as to methods of colleclion and tabulation, the Government decided that the
recommendation would be met by widening the scope of inquiries of this
nature already made by the Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statisties.

The results of the investigations by the Bureau into the variations in the
cost of living since 1920 according to this standard are given herenfter,

. Methods Adopted.—I'he Conmission was concerned principally with
aacertammg variations in the cost of the regimen adepted, which is described
in the * Indicator List” published in the Report. It appeazed, however,
that the usefulness of the investigations by this Bureau would have heen
somewhat limited if confined in the way suggested by the Commission, and
it was decided, therefore, to apply to a more detailed inquiry the methed
of index-numbers already used in the investigations inte variations in the
cost of food, grocerics and housing.

The ordihary expenditure of 2 household has heen grouped under four
heads—(i) Food and Groceries; (ii} Housing ; (iii} Clothing ; (iv) Other
Regquirements {Miscellaneous). :

It was decided to adopt for food, groceries and house rent,* the
comnodities method and weighting already in use, and the commodities and
quantities conform very closely to those given in.the ** Indicator Lists ™ of
the Commission. With regard to housing, the Commission adopted a certain
type of 5-roomed house as its standard in determining the amount allowed
for house rent, but the figures quoted by this Bureau, while not confined to
any particular type, fairly represent variations in the rent for the type of
houge described by the Commission.

* The basly of housiag 1ntion has besn altered In this sectlon to conform with the baais
adopled fo § 2, -
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Inquiries by this Burean had been confined to food, groceries and housing.
It became necessary, therefore, to investigate the cost of clothing and
miscellancous items. With regard to clothing, the Basic Wage Commission
collected a large amount of information as to duration of articles, and this
has been used in computing the index-numbers given in the following tables.

With regard to nuscellaneous expenditure, inquiries were made regarding
cost of fuel and light, household utensils, drapery, crockery, and other items
in the *“ Indicator Lists ”, and the aggregate expenditure thereon has been
computed in the same manner as that for clothing.

The item . groceries {not food) ™ has been omitted from miscellancous
expenditure, though it was so described by the Commission, as the index-
numbers already published by this Bureau cover the articles allowed for
under this heading, such as soap, starch, blue, &c. )

In respect to clothing and a good deal of miscellaneous expenditure,
it is not possible to ensure continmty of grade or quality, as it is with food
and groceries. It is therefore necessary in many cases to fall back on the
* predominant ** price—the price of the grade or quality most in demand.
The index-numbers for clothing and *‘ miscellaneous expenditure® are
therefore afiected by changing standards and are not such true measures of

rices as the index-numbers for food and groceries. The complete “all-
items ”” index is consequently less trustworthy than the food-and-rent index,

3. Base.—For comparative purposes, it was necessary to fix some period
a8 base. The new series of index-numbers, covering all items of household
expenditure, were computed in the first instance from price data relating
to the month of November, 1914. This period was adopted owing to the
difficulty of securing information regarding prices of clothing and
miscellaneous items for earlier periods. While the index-numbers for 1914 in
the following tables relate to the month of November, they may be accepted
as typical of conditions immediately preceding the war. For base, the
weighted average cost for the six capital cities was taken, and the aggregate
expenditure in November 1014 made equal to 1,000. The index-numbers
were computed to this base up to and including the 4th Quarter 1929. In
accordance with the decision of & Conference of Statisticians that a post-
war period should be adopted as base, an alteration was made as from Ist
January 1930, and the index-numbers in the following tables have been
computed to a post-war base, viz,, the weighted average cost in the six
capital cities during the five-yearly period—1923-1927—the average annual
aggregate expenditure in this period being made equal to 1,000,

4. Variations—Thirty Towns.—The investigations have been extended
to the five principal towns in each Btate for the months of November
1921, and May, August and November 122, and quarterly for the year
1923 and subsequently. The task of securing information for previous
years -a8 to prices of clothing and miscellaneous requirements in towns
other‘than the capitals was considered unnecessary. So far as the capitals
are concerned, details were slready available in the Report of the Royal
Commission on the Basic Wage. Information of this nature is at present
collf:lr.:tﬁ;i quarterly for all the towns, and quarterly index-numbers are
available. .

5. Retail Prices—Thirty Towns—Nov. 1914 {0 2nd Quarter 1932.—
The following tables give index-numbers for (i} Food and Groceries;
{ii) Housing ; (iii) Food, Groceries and Housing Combined ; (iv) Clothing ;
(v) Miscellaneous  Requirements; (vi) Food and Groceries, Housing,
Clothing, and Miscellaneous Requirements combined.
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Food and Groceries (46 Commodities) g-z% Towns ; Woighted Avernge
8ix Capital Citics during the five-yearly period 1923-1927 as base (= 1,000).

H.3.W.—INDEX-NUNRERS.

VICTORIA.—INDEX-NUMBEERS,

= .
Perlod, $ | = i o« . é . NN: ..
ol | 51 a | § B gl 81 s g |8 |3 -
2 g & 2 5 g FREE 8| E. B
Sl E| 32|39 [3%a) 215! 31 3|83(382
%= & 3 g lz2=| =1 & & | B2 |BExi
Nov, 1914 .. 638 . . .. .. .. 616 e .. . . ..

w o T021 L obg| 977 | 9y osel gas | o964 923 | 938 | org | o41 | 9B ) oz
Xerrs 1gaz-z7 |1,012 | 1,015 [1,155 {1,018 974 |1016 o974 ofg 993 96y | 967 - ¥l
Year 1927 .. [1,033 | Lo2s | 1208 [Logo | 906 o3t 969 i 989 | ogo | g¢6s5| o4 970

o 1028 ., In02r |17 [neeb (1,015 | obg | 1,026 o4z | o065 966 | 933 | o 94

o 1929 .. u_omo 1,061 | 1,386 {1,004 | 1,046 [T,092 || 1,004 | 2,029 | 1,041 | 1,010 996 | 1,00

v T30 .. 0Bg | 974 |1,182 | o7 { 4964 | 088 9133 o%2 | o8| gop | 93z o1b

- 3931 .. | 876 868 |rorx| Baz | 257 | By 791 | 815 | Bas| 81| B10| 793
93t 1ot Qtr. 89 898 |1,063 | Brys ] BAs | go3 B35 | B854 | 863 | Bo6 | B4z 36

..u 2nd ,, mmm qu rost 4 B67 | 873l 8gx 93 816 | B2z 7I5 | 797 795
oard Bir | #43| e7o| 818 | B33 ] Bs8 760 | 798 | Bob | 766 o4 | 769

. 4th 8¢ 842 | 969 | 812 ] 837 B& 268 | 91| Bor | 779 o | 771
1932 st Qtr, Brot Byg | @76 | B20 | f34 §zo0 786 | #8or | 708 0% Brg | 87

woo2od oy, Bér 843 961 Bar By 86z 7ro 775 Fe0 =89 813 772

QUEENALAND. —INDEX- N UMBERS. # S0UTA AUSTRALIA.—IFDEX-HOMBERS.
1
. .| - .
1 -1 g .
" Perhd, & | & w2 eal @ 1] :
ARAFERR BT E $1 338
& =8zl 3 |B8W| ¥ : mm <
A& | 33|88 2325 3 (838 % | 88| B% 3%
Nov. 1014 brq . .. . .. - |1 683 .. .. .. .. .

. 11 .. | 955 | Bes o;m 081 | 036 | og0 |, oar| 945 | 968 | o033} 997 | 043
Years 1973-27 gbo | o014 | 088 1004 gst | 63 | 1,025 {1,032 {1,060 oBg | rLobg ) 1,006
Year 1927 .. | 940 12 | n,008 1,130 | 968 | o5t _m 1,030 [1,07r '1,071 {1015 | 1,002 {1,033
w1928 L, 233 gr 970 | 1,087 930 D40 933 | 1,089 |1,048 | ‘997 | LITO 999

W I9TY ., | 951 | 939 [r1011 1102 31| o6r | 1,055 |x,¥37 |1,100 | 1034 {1,166 | 1,061

w M0 .| B4 346 1z | 566 77| Bis 1 o3y -.om.w 1,010 | 924 [L,044 1 D44

w Tgat .. | 77 704 43 | goz | 768 | 788 ' 7B & 853 | 774 | Bog | 95
1931 18t Qtr. | 7 8oy 870 | 916 f13 | Bro [ Wuu 9301 910 794 12 TH
o.w uE-o: # 766 | B43 g16 | Bog 297 ' Bio | 886 B68 774 m.....« 816

w 8rd y58 | 23z ] Bis | #B4 | 7Bs | 766 || 7s4 ! B34 | 816 | g6oy Bzr | 7o

oo #th 768 | 748 | 840 Boz | 90| 778 || 37 { 834 | 820 768 | 837 | 763
1939 18t Qir, 761 | 744 | Baa | BoB ) yrz | vr2 787 | B73 ) Bse | 88| 8s:1| o3
u.w znd |, M7 _ 742 | 815 A 88y | 781 758 | 81| 86o | 836 | ¥83 | 829, 287

WRSTRRN ATUSTRALIA. —INDEX- TABMANIA —INDEX-NUMBERS. # é |&
NUMBERS. m W
. e 35 |3
Petiod. 2 4 2 w3 2
AR K -
: A M b .W =
8 m 2o .WTM
E G 55 |
S &] R g|AlA 23 |38
Hov. 1914 .. 711 . ..4 w687 .. .. 641 v

N ﬂwnu L. roos| 1,130 T.084 1,037 0938|1108 950 1* 854
Years 1923-27 | 1,042| 1,179 1,104 1,027| 1,013 1,040 1,000a] 1,003
Year 1927 .. |1,004| 1,148{1,008 1,000/ 987, 1,015 1,008) 1,108] 1,001 §,000 | 1,004

o xess .. lnos3lazs Ltay 966! 949 1,008 'o73|1080f 967} 985 | ‘989

w1939 .. | 1,084| 1,267 057 1ozs| 095 1,078 1,058| 1,140 1,024] 1,044 i §,047

w 1030 .. 61| 1,138 1,041 9%z 937} 1,00z o38ir,068| 953 D41 | 946

W 193 .. 36| 904 &83) 816 12 G:M 8250 o934 8ar| 8256 | B30

18t Qtr. ary ro12f o1 64! 853 drol &by ggul 566 860 | 864
»o..uu »E_o: 866) 1,007 om 820} Baz| 847| 827\ oz9| 8z9] 83T | 841

w o Tad > 806] 977 866 784) 7orl 825 798| 9ol| 792 BOZ | BOF
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Clothing. —Index-Numbers—30 Towns ;: Weighted
five-yearly period 1023-1927

Foon, Erc., CLOTBING AND MISCELLANEOUS.
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w939 .. | 98y 96y 930l gji|rorr] 9Bl 904 gaB| B34 85| 8zo| 898| 1,007 | 998
w 1930 . 979l 970, 9z0] 030 100z 976! goo o9l 830 &5 808l Sor] 999 [ 098
w1930 .. 1 ofb| 967 ogos| 896 o6 963[ 73 8931 842 B48| Bosl B7e| 973 | 965
1931 Ist Qtr. pral 9681 or o3| 978 o060/l 8741 Baz! BaB] Byol 81x] Bzl 881 | 973
w zhd o, 959|968, g7l Das| 979 966l 826 885 849 B4o] Bo4| 874 973 | 865
w908 . | 963) 967, Bg3) 894 076, 962li 872 897 847] 8471 Bogy 85| 958 | 961
w 4th 058 064 8—93| 892 gr1! gs6/l Bro Bo4l B26] 8¢;[ 8o &1 966 | 858
1933 18°Qtr. | o33 068 Bobl Bos| o72] 934/ B6s 863 B8z5 828 Boz| Bsol 963 | 955
" d ,, g3 " g8 897 8931 grr! o33!’ 86 ssg 8281 829¢ Bo3 86z @57 | 859




32 Foop, £7¢., CLOTHING AND MISCELLANROUS,

Household Expenditnre,.—Index-Numbers—30 Towns; Weighted Average Six
Capital Cities during the fAve-yearly period 1023-1927 as base (=1,000}.

N S. W, —INDEX-NUNRERS. VICTORIA. —ISDEX-NUMBERA.

Pertod g E g Ak g : 3
ertod. . =5 2 o - g 3 o
¥ 31 2] G |28 2 B8 B! 8

: E30 2% 21 208 %538
Fl 2| 8|8 3 |ezz) 2| 21 & & |88 (g3
Nov, 1914 712 ve . .. . ’ .. 671 . . ‘e v

v 1931 .. i1046 [T04T | 975 [ 1033 | 947 |Le42 [ 1003 | o002 1,007 | 1,019 | 1,034 ,003
Years 1923=37 |1,02¢ | 994 1 970 {1.04F | 041 | 1,007 99t | 9I7 | 25 | ob63 | 950 | ¢8a

Year rgz7 .. |1.029 (1,005 {1,000 | 1062 | 32 |10 Qoo | g2t 049 935 945 | o83
o+ 1gzB ., | o042 |1.014 997 | 1.074 ghg 17,094 403 939 036 973 gl 7
« 929 ., |07y |no028 |10108 (1108 070 | o577 || 1017 | o057 909 oo | b0 |5,011

o 1930 L. |no2b | 9ot 973 [1.039 | 959 {1,022 956 ] 26 17 939 51
o I93T 923 B38 882 921 86y 918 846 B 13 13 .15 43

to3t 1ot Qer. | os4 | 925 | o9oo | 066 | Bos | eso || #78| 836 ] Bss . 845 | 881 | B
..oand o, 935 | oo06 | 9oz i 937} BR6 | pax B4y | S0z ! B33 | Bz2g | B56 | B4
woad gog 37z | 872 go; 6o 1 L oo% 830 | 96 23 fiod 848 | Bz7
w 4th o | Bst | Bys Ry | A26| B84 B26 | 7oz [ 820 ) Brt | B85 | 834

1932 1ot Qtr. 883 | 853 | Bst | 870} Bar| 8p0 {| Bzg| w03 | 816 | 8oy { Bs1| B2z
o gnd 274 gl Ba6 [ BB3 i #32] 870 818 g 813' 3001 B43 | 16

QUEENSLAKD —INPRX-NUMBRRS, S0UTH AUSTRALIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS,

£ . o B R
Perlod. € < y e ) o . = = :
£ fleel 91350 4 ledf £ 5 513
21 8|38 5¢ 5 BEZ| 3 (%S g | .8 22 |95«
o
5 23 88| £ (2231 35 |Q2& S |83 | 28234
Nov. 1ots .. o11 | .. 1 . . e 609 e .. .. .
w1921 .. 923 9 9?2

) iozs | e9a | 041 § oBo | 908 In005 [r,029 | 958 992
Yoars 1923-27 | 927 | 914 | 908 | oto | o2r, o023 Wrorg | 936 | wbr ! 936 | gor

Year 1027 .. 02 9I4 [ 1) g18 946 923 |l 3,018 032 470 4% | te2) | Loz
o 1028 b 912 ] o [ o3| 250 ota | o015 [[rezz | 927 | 9601 948 tro17 1010
w1929 .. 23 316 04 { 639 | 030 | 022 {iroe37 ! 943 | 980 | of3 |1,043 11030
w1930 .. 50 Bs &8 B33 EB2 £53 952 513 7 916 g&o 48
o 1931 .. 798 816 oG 817 81s Bot B37 8ol 34 831 84 36

o snd o, Bog 816 810 g0 fi1s Bo7 847 813 B435 831
woad 7881 8o 971 B8 | Bo¥ | vo2 814 780 | 413 824
o #th 786 ] Bo4 ! 7941 Hio

1931 18t Qtr, Biy By LI i| 830 : 818 B1y Brs B4R 810 846 12 813

Bog 780 814 | 782 8oB 823

21838
CF| 8¢
>
b

198z 18% QUr. 7z | 788 793 g I 790 ] 78c || 816 | 786 | 8ag | Ba7 } Brs
_p_end 1 767 1 7991 784 - Bt 783 yra Il _8rol 777 | Beo | 82z ' 853! Bog

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.—INDEX- TASHANIA -~ INDEX-NUSBERS, £.18

HUMBERS. 44 : . sg §
g a2 g | 1o &S\,
Period. £1 € 213 =l $lg| 2 & |84 | B2 BEd
sl 82123 |=lge g1 8|5s| 588|832
AR RES 215|385 s2|80%
gl E[A|S|zz|E |3 | &|&] &|z2] 25 £23

Nov. 1954 .. so0 .. . .. .. .. 687 .. . . ‘e o 687 e
. 3921 .. | 1,008{ 7,048 1,030} 1,045] 1,086/ 1,020/ 1,070] 1,067( 2,003] go4| 1,031 T,082[ 1,003 [ 1,013
YeaMr.1g23-27 996! 1,002| B3l o7a)ro15 oB8| roa1l or3l o037 o044 ¢58|r,005 1,000a] 9D
Year 1927 .. | 984 o84| o881 of3 v0100 oBsi 908 033 936! 925] 932| 97211,002 | 987
o hgEB L jner 095 100 gég 1,0z9| 1,000{| oBo| 057 ou4t| @ o3+| o086 1,009 | 1003

» Ig2g .. li026|1,032lto22t orB| 1081l 10260 10000 of7 066 g4 o7zl oB6| 1,033

w1930 . g?? 986 36 66) 1,020) 979l 956 349 18| g20 gw ofr| 975 ! 9Tt
W I3 .. &5l 93y By 22 ‘951 g1|| Brs| Bes| Baxl Bir 81| Bé6g| 673 | BT
1931 tet Que. | gro; o33l 8oy 896 o7l azill ogoy} Boal Bsal 8ysi go8| gool 863 F 96y
w 20d o] o40; 885, Bog| 964 913 335 873 8431 834| 48o| 87| 882 880
»oad 62| o4t 868, 8rop o42[ B7z| #s52] 854y 8z4| 808 A64| Bao| 857 | BES
. ath 848] oas| 8so| 48] 926 B8sg|| B85zl Byo| B2s] Bar] Brr| 846 B4T | 6845
1933 :nt Qtr. I 853 o30| 854} 640 925] B62|| 852 343| szy 816 828 8¢Bi 846 | 644
" e §24| o8zl 856 Ba8 922 Bo6p Bsx3l 832l Bis 876 Ba6 - 37 | B35
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Revarw Price INDEX-NUMBERS, 200 Towns. 33

§ 4. Retail Price Index-Numbers, 200 Towns.

1. General.—To supplement the information collected monthly for
the 30 towns specified mn the preceding chapter, a special investigation into
prices in 70 additional towns was undertaken in November, 1913. This
investigation was repeated in November, 1914, and again in Nevember,
1015, when the number of additional towns was ipcreased to 120. In
November, 1923, the nuniber was further increased to 170. Information in
regard to prices obtained in November each year will relate, therefore, to 200
towns,  The results of. the first investigation were published in Labour
Bulletin No. 5 {Bection ¥V., pages 20 to 33). The results of succeeding
investigations have appeared in the Labour Bulletins and Reports of this
Bureau.

2. Regults-—1929 to 1931, The base of the following tables is the cost
of food and housing (all houses) in the six capitals in 1911. Columm B gives
for any of the towns specified the relative cost of food and housing (4-roomed
houses only), and Column C the same for 5-roomed houses only. The use
of these index-nwmbers is, therefore, for comparison with one another, since
the base is, to some extent, arbitrary. Column A in the same way gives
the cost of food only in the town specified, compared with the cost of food
and housing (all houses) in the six capitals in 191y, Column A, therefore,
gives that part of the index-numbers in column B and €, which is aceounted
for by food. The balance is dué to rent. These two parts, the food-
component and the rent-component have no useful absolute significance,
but give a valid comparison of food prices and of rent between the 200 towns
apecified. .

Tudéx-Numbers—Cost of Pood, Groseries, and Housing in 200 Towns for November, 1929,
1580, and 1931, compared with the Weighted Average Cost of Food, Groceries, and
Rent for all houses in the Six Capital Cities in 1911 as base (=1,000).

1929, 1930, 1931.
MNovoaber © November. November,
Htate aod Tows. 3 -;g .,;.,g oS .§ ;,,g Q;.,g K %;5 g;s
wo S [l e -5 ]

L% 185k (8381 % (833 |fuR| B |Bus|dse

38 |8y |SF%| B |o§y ey 30 |8%%|cE

AP ARE SR | g iRE | o

3% |Ezsi%zs) 32 1333 |%ze| 35 (323 |E:

S | EEE =3 S K82 (=58 | S |E5H (26

New South Waley— A B c A B c A B [
Sydney . ‘e 1,186 | 1,75t | 1,807 98c | 1,537 | 1,682 913 | 1,275 | L4471
swecoatle .. | rase | 1649 | 1,852 956 | 1,453 | 5,602 889 | 1477 | 1,388
Broken HI , . ‘e 1,406 | 1,772 | nBez | L1&g | 1,551 | 71| rosf | 1,339 | 1.459
Gouwlbutn ... - | 1200 | 1Bor | 1939 944 | 1,491 | 15,582 Bsz | 1,288 | x,3s8%
Bathurst e ‘e 1,140 | 1,519 | §616 930 | 1,339 | 3,446 829 | 1,213 | 1,300
Albur . . 1,161 | 1,823 | L,062 930 | 1,536 | 1,653 873 | 1.343 | 1,461
Armidale .. A a2y | nbos | 1,901 937 | 1,375 | 5463 88s | 1,290 | 1,363
Ballios PO . 1,391 | £68q | 1,809 | 1,000 | 1,305 | 1,827 890 | 1,228 | 1,384
Bega . | o381 ]| rseb | nbe2 957 | 1,313 | 1431 954 | 1322 | r4:7
Eerry ‘e - | na7s | 5504 | 1,635 973 | 1,302 | 394 &9g | 1,215 | 1,288
Blackheath .. o | B2y | LY N 812 | 1,036 r,q&g £,582 943 |- 321 | 1,42%
Bourlte .. o | 1,374 | 16rr | 1,684, LobBo | 141 1 4&2 1,01 1,380 | 1478
Bowral .. ‘e 1,219 1,704 1,958 991 1,478 1,63 g3 1,520 431
Caslno . ] onagg | égo | 1,836 016 { 1,443 | 1,574 B38| 1,327 | 1,434
Ceagnock ‘e . 1,164 | 1,503 | 1,576 9351 1,307 § T,420 | Brg | 1,1r9 ) 1,254
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34 Reran Prioe INpEX-NUMBEERS, 200 Towns.

Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, end Houging in 200 Towns, etc.——continued.

' 1929, 1930, 1931
November Navember. Rovember.

- - PR RPN
State and Town, I~ _g;‘_a ﬁ;ﬁg 5 g;g ﬁ""g w E ¥ gbg
g 1ls % Y é ERRTY S=3 ] Eué B B
o -] k- g o8 | 251 e S S)

2e (Fan | 820 mg lg20 | Ee5 | 2s |E20 |22
a§ wgg wg'g g SET w‘ﬁ'g 82 aa., cgg
g jHg | g g S E E| w8 |78 |5 E

25 |Bgf|Bzi| B2 1%8 38| 2 (3nd|E:
S g2 (8548 | 86 (=392 (252 | A8 |S52 [£22

Hew South Wales—contd, A B & A B c A B C
Cobar N .. 1,312 | 1810 ] 1,549 ndi19 | 1,333 | L3866 | Ioo8 | Iez4 1,293
Cooman . .o 1,256 | L5999 1,816 | 1,083 | 5382 | nSeE | noe6 | 1,338 | 1,473
Coonamble .. .. | niso | r6rg | 1,783 o33 | 1,388 | 1,523 984 | 1,302 | 1,408
Cootamundre .| 1,166 | 1,712 | 1,866 942 | 1,446 | 1,615 goo | 1,383 § 1,310
Corrimal .. | nase | ners | nyszy 9% | tase | miwo | 29 | n3se | naer
Cowra - .| 58 | 6o | 1817} Boo | Ta47 | rs0s | 88y | 1,262 ) 1,362
Cronuila | b nars | vg2r | rooB | tebe | 801 | a0 | a3y | t3se ] taBe
Denfliquin . .. 1208 1,583 n73¢ | rosy| 5516 ] 1,667 ¢ 8oyl 1,274 | 1,380
Bubbe . | Tag6 ] 1853 1ger 913 | rfboy | 1673 B L4l | 1,549
Forbes . | 196 1,781 ) rog0 918 | 1,812 1632 8r9 | na391 | 1450
(igandra . s 1,368 | 1,643 1,692 a76 | n321 | 1,436 otz | 1,223 | 1,20%
Glen Innex . vo | Tar2 | 1,546 | nboy B | 1,302 | 1,427 By 1 1,243} 1,366
Orafton . .o | mebo| 1,546 1 1,708 | By6 | rq04 | 1,574 | 873 1204 1261
Grentell . | rrza | 1368 37661 obr | =rsos | 1ss3] 918 1,326 | 1,428
Grlm(th | ras93 | 2.3va | 2,444 | 5083 | 2031 | 2251 ]| torx | nBor | 1908
Guigon . | 2oy | ez | 162z 83 | 1,344 | 1,434 893 | 1,160 { 1,241
Guopedah . . | masn | rse7 | 1,684 o7 | L340 | 1,401 by | 246 ] 1,336
8¥F e 27y | 1,670 | 1,87t | 1,036 | na4zo | LGIM 966 | 1,297 1 I.48¢
foverell . b oaas3 | oneBs | nysy | 930 | naas | fsze | 943 | 1351 1,463
Junee .. | taes | 186 | 1898 gb3 | 1,587 | 1,687 943 | 1,498 ] 1,58
Eatoomba .. b onaso| 1848 | rgBo | roa8 | nbor | raze | ot | 15z | s
Eempsey .. . 1,037 | 1,517 | 1,00% 837 | 1,226 | 1,403 866 | 1,227 | 1,36t
Kiama .. o1 T2t | ndea | rgyzg | nezz | o1nazs | ndox o83 | r2rg | 1,504
Kurri Eurd | ..o 1 1363 | Lsxo | 1603 978 § 1,372 | T4z 885 | raré | 1,273
Leoton . .. | h38g | 2003 | mo60 | 018 { 1,734 | 88 965 | 1571 | 1,656
Limore cof mann | s6r6 | n8sy [ ose ] e8s | neer | By7 | 1028z | 1483
Lithgow .. ) sl 643 | 1716 pBL ! 1,413 | 1,506 898 | 1,237 | 1,285
Maltland .. o] naaa | 1,504 | 1609 919 | 1,331 | Lgsr 870 | xz01 | 1,315
Mores .. o L2as ) nrrz | ngry | t004 | 1506 § T,F93 g;? 515 | 1,573
Moss Vals | L) naor | onydy | 1,868 959 { L439 | 1,584 4 | na2so | rage
Mudges .. B ERLIEE N 898 | 1,424 | tiago 838 | 1,395 | I413
Narrabrl || .. ::235 1,658 | 1,799 | 1009 | 1,486 | 1,607 920 | L,399 | 1,393
Narrandera | o naox ) 17ao | nast | nesa| nsBe} nreq | oo | 1,486 | 1,598
Nowtn . 1,198 | 5650 | %761 | Loig | 5446 | 1571 72 | 323 | he10
Orange L f naay | oo | LBy 960 | 1,503 | 1,656 9z | L,303 | 1,497
Patles | CoF va21s |'ner | 1012 916 | 1,436 [ 1,540 o3 | 1,284 | 1,386

Penrith . :.:.;g 559z | 1,608 | 026 | 1,334 1 1,456 831 | rayg | 1,26
Port Kembla o F neis | nrrr | 2o | nozs | nsae 1 1689 o5z | 1,35% | 5,47
Vortland .. .. 1,234 | 1,641 | 1,763 | 1,024 | 1,418 ] 1,484 041 | 1205 | m270
Queanbeyan ot 4233 | nbgo | rr8r 980 | r43z ] 1378 950 | 1,363 | +1.476
Quirindf -, .| habg _1.4913 1,686 | 1,046 1,352 [ 1,596 984 | 1,298 [ 1450
HRichmend .. oo | 240 [Mns3s | L7332 | 944 ] ta72 | 15190 E47 | 233 | n33p
Scone . o] norz | ns3y | r67s 94t | La1s | 1,33 843 | na7r | 1466
Slogleton .. L. ] 1148 | 1543 | 1,684 76 | T4ig | 1,50 913 | 1,282 | r,370
Toamworth . .ot LI0g § T,537 | L,725 8g 1 2,336 | T.474 848 | r2ar| 3y
Taree . ... [rmae9 ) 1,682 71,833 960 | L3009 | 1623 924 | 539 RT3
Temotn = oo | 1223 [ 1,782 | I,013] Eoos [ 1,565 | 1,663 32 | 4§ 1,590
Tenterfleld . .| n109 | 1,642} 1,67 95 408 | L4094 58 | w222 | 5313
Tumat . oo | naze | 262 L7 438 | Iu463 | L8329 926 | L4230 | 1,552
Ulmatts . . t,l:q 1,50 1,653 973 I,427 F,50% 939 1,378 1,465
£

Way Wa, o] raB2 | orgnr | rezs 03y | .62 I,7g2 B8 | n,424 | 1,560
Walcho m v X198 | 1,666 | 1,758 g6z | 1.302 1,7gs gz21 | 1,2%0 | 5379
Wellington o] 1237 ) 1,598 | o4 045 | 1,274 | L37% oo | 1,229 | 1,308
Weaton .. o} TI37 ] LIS | 1,664 957 | 1,333 | L4235 68 | F,159 5,257
Windsor . .. 1143 | 1,622 | 1,767 gee | I.50% | 1,583 8B1 | 1,341 | t4q40
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Indez-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns, ete.—continucd,

K \ 1029. 1910, 1931,
No‘rcmgber. ' November. November
§tate atid Town 5|8 ;g BoE| = [£.3 gng | E.818 “3
8 | §=8 (8528 | & |833|8s5| B |¥s3|%s
: vs |35 | B3R | o5 834|238 o5 | 838 |22R
5% 1953 |eE7 | 8 | 923 |°5% | &8 {553 |°5%
§ 1 oRd =g g |gMig |'geg g 8| gdg
3% (338|720 | 32 | %28 |PaB| 3% [3x3|E:s
RO | B ik S |maS | fmes | RO (e hn§
New Zouth Wa!es-_mnm‘. A B C A B Ky A B C
Wollongong S| nrra i ongzs | ng8s | e85 | 1308 | 1540 | 928 | 1,376') Tusy
Wyalong 1,236 | 1.63t | 1,697.] 997 | 1,350 .4*5 892 | 1,208 £ 1200
Ysss .. . 1,247 | 1,765 | 1,896 | 1,032 30 91z | 1,306 { 1,304
.- .. 1,204 | 1,700 | 1,862 1,008 1. 1,55 |665 qoB § 1,350 | 1,457
Weighted Average  tor
8tate (74 Towns) . 1,187 1 1727 | 1871 or8 1 513 | nds: 912 | £,3%: | I.453
Vitteria— .
Melhourne . o8y {0y | 79s fps | r.a%e | 1,518 Srz | tz46 ) 1,360
Tat . 1,127 L4340 1424 w23 I.21% 1,407 Bag 1,005 1,373
Bendlgo . + | nase | 503 1651 gof | 1241 | 1,383 853 { 7,749 | I,208
Geoloug Lt . 1,009 | 5722 | 1691 goj | n3as | 1,448 81z | 1,181 | 1,368
Warrtmmbool o nrea | 3z | 1608 gz8 | 1,363 | r.526 850 | 1,259 | L.429
Ararnt . 561 | 1,881 | 1,005 969 | 1,360 | 1,535 871 | r,2vh | 1,378
Bacchoa Marsh o] LIg3 g on61 1,686 gBn | 1,421 | 1,559 887 | 1,316 | 1,423
Rpitnedala . LI} [ 1,42 1,732 | oBg | 1,350 ] 13514 g1z | tzo0 | 1,401
Berchworth . Lozl | 1,481 | LSty g0 | 1,287 :,333 923 | 1219 | Ie8y
Bepalts i . LISI [ 1,946 | 1,502 0315 | 1305 3 Bsd | 1,242 | 1,306
Campetdown | 1a3s | nsag | nzes it nory | na3sl 1893 891 1 1,286 | 1,424
Casterton .. I,:1 1,508 | 1,639 9at | 265 | 1,402 880 | 1,235 | L340
Castlemalne . . . L[LIO 1,397 | 1,527 g4r | 1,170 | 1,342 467 | tgz0 | 1,228
Coiag - .. oz | 1,683 ) EFrr |0 9tz k8% | 1576 | 851 | 1,318 | 1,453
Creswick N .. L5 | 1,234 | rzo3 930 | 5,128 | I,I4I 42 grq | 1,000
Paylestord .’ . Baorh | Lazz | rais o3 | 298 | 1ave E31 | L8y | 1175
Dunoily H L4a8 | rzre | 1363 gz20 | Lol [ 1,150 854 | 1,00z | to5M
*Hehuea . o b 013 | 1,548 | nrrs o34 | 1,204 ] 1,460 a3 | 1,180 | 1,294
Euros s .o pase | 1,504 | 1666 | 1023 | 1,384 ] 508 50§ 5,246 | 1,238
Hamilton .. .. 162 | 1,633 | 1.224 | 1,038 | 1,500 X550 864 | 1,287 | 1,410
Heondeavllle ., . .. 1,173 | L%04 | 1,594 942 | 1,248 { 5,327 822 | 1,105 |- 1,104
Horsharn .. .o | 218 | r,7ar | 1,38% 948 | 1395 | 1,612 85 | 1,268 | 1,401
Kerang . | 6155 | u7ed .Srg a6y | 1,305 | 1,627 842 | 1,306 | 143
Korolt .. | nrez | 1,382 | 1,44 g3y | L2zl La7g 880 | 1,143 | 1,200
Y gramburra | 183 10614 | 1,699 g9 | 1,376 ] 1,508 858 | 1,22 1,364
Ryneton .. .| LI23 | 5458 | 1,583 047 | L341 | I447 847 | 1,763 | 1,294
Lilydnle . .| LaFg | ms67 1,722 970 | 13835 | 1484 Br4 | Laz2go | 1360
Matlra .. o) LIok | nG7r 3 ¢59 | 1,520 ] 1,670 851 { 1,240 | 1,323
Maldon . oo | T2e ] 1,279 :,éz5 o1 | 1,003 | .45 888 | 1019 | 1072
AMaryboroggh | 1360 | or,524 gz21 | 1,264 | 1,355 847 1 1,323 1,222
Mildurn | ne2tz | B4y} fooo ] 1000 | 1,584 | 1,804 315 1,458 | 1,652
Morwell .. ‘e 1,115 | 1,028 1 1,733 o6 | 1455 | 1,507 58 I 1,279 | L3N
Nhill .. | 1248 | 1,748 | 1,906 971 ; 1,366 | 1,557 8B4 | 1,213 [ L,345
Orboat . oo | %182 ) 15604 1,757 989 ¢ 1,371 | 1,578 917 | 1372 | L3n
Portland . L) onabe | 1478 | nbsh 067 1,305 | T34 886 | 1,217 | Lgas
Port Paley .. L1 oo | taco | rsor 948 § 1211 :,33'3 895 | 1,154 | a0
4, Atnaud .. ot Lzob | 1,535 | nBaz | 1038 1,357 1,538 Bof | 1,228 { 1,357
Sole . . 1,115 | I.450 | 1,651 9bc | 1,266 | 1,307 867 | 1,21y | I,35%
Seymour .. . 1,106 | 1,581 [ r673 06y } LA71 | 1,479 o1 b 1,247 | 375
Shepporton .. .| nrrz| b5 | 1,874 960 | 1,502 { 1,059 Bsb | 1,265 | 1432
Stawell . . .. | L23z | 4,330 ) L721 983 | L3os | %414 00 | L.19g | I,314
Swen Hill .. «o | 1139 | rBi1g | Igz9 637 | IL.Szr | 1,702 45 | I.37r ) 1,592
Tetang o oy L1372 | n480 | 1,683 P .oBg | 1,340 | 1,537 37 | 1,304 | L.459
Traralgon .. oo} T8z | 1,480 | 1643 931 | 1,323} 1,483 42 | 1,797 | 1,369
Wangaratta . . . ] 1,195 | 1,636 | 1.B3z 967 | 461l 1,592 854 | 1,316 | LaI8
Warracknabeal .4 noto | n676 | 1,838 047 | 5,332 | 1,40% 87y | 1220 | 1,362
Warragni .. | bozsl nsza | nyad | 92z | 1438 ) 1033 | 830 | Lgge | L3I
Wonthaggl . .. | T,088 | 1,468 | 1,614 | g2z | 1,323 ) 1442 842 | 1,232 | nL3s9
Welghted  Average for . ) e T
tate (48 Towns) .. | 1,096 | 1,623 j vrre 'gos | 1,366 | 1,507 Bzz | 1,235 | 1,356
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Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns, ete.—continued,

1929, 1930. 1931,
November, November, November.
.o i PR . L 1 m
Buats aud Town. . R 3| » %,g B8] 5 |E.8)403
| | BgE E"S ] g =5 | 8% 2 ] =5 E'& 2
so | 322 1838 <5 |ESR 830 o5 | 228 gim
S 1983 |°37| 5§ |93T (337 5% |°5%|<hy
~a§ g“ §lg=d ] g R SHE | gRE
B5 1335 3n3| 2% |Bp8|3z8| 35 |Bud|Ead
£8 |QE3 (a8 | 25 [R52 (<52 | &8 |&dx | 8¢
L}
A B G A B c A B C
Quoanstand—
Brisbane . v | reto ] na00 | 1342 818 | 1,164 ; 1,281 B1s | xrzs | 1,238
Toowootmba | twre | rnare | 1478 835 | na12 | 1,297 yor | rgoz | 1,173
Rockhampton | L0274 | Lass | 5474 886 | 1,193 | hL3io 8oz | 78 | 1,261
Charters Towers o | 22| rEer] 1,561 945 | 1311 | 5,360 var | 1,222 286
Warwlok . .| K042 w02 { 1,452 856 | 1,285 | I,262 Bzzy | t,u56 | 1,222
Ayr .. o | LI97 688 | 1,001 996 | r.404 1522 o967 | 1423 1.}
Barcaldine . 1,264 669 | 1728 | 1062 | pa47 | 1,560 | 1078 | ra47 | 1,543
Howen - L.197 592 | LI | Loo: : L355 | L40o 8z | 1,344 | 1432
Bundaberg .. ‘e ro1r | 1,384 | 1,478 877 1 1,203 | L3908 75 | 1,067 | 1,212
irns oo | Lagz | 3,766 | 1904 947 § 1,483 | 1,608 037 | T4zt | 1574
Charlevlllo . o | TaB1 | 5,604 | 1,830 | oo { 1,487 | L4z 968 | 1,435 | x,626
Chillagoe .. | L2379 | LSez b L5038 | LI6B | 1,370 | Lg3i | 3Io04 | 1303 | 1,451
Cloncwrry .. | o] ngos | onBa6 | raar | 1,540 | 5658 | roso | 2,460 | xeer
Cooktown .. v 1,249 W46 | Lagg | Labg | 136 | 1452 | teso g 1247 | 1,313
Cunoamulla . . i %171 Jith 1,803 | 1084 | 1,501 ] 1,580 982 | 1,599 | 1,464
Dalby .. 1,099 | 14151 1,570 872 | 1,227 | nLabs 872 | 1240 1,330
Gayndah . 1,161 477 1 1,556 960 | 1,361 | 1,361 o1 | 1,287 W373
Gladstone .. v | 1,008 414 1 1,400 048 | 1,345 [ 1,369 78 | 1,092 | 1289
Goondiwlndl .. ,t8r | 1,608 | 1,648 ggo rals ! 1,425 938 | 1,333 [ 1,37%
Gymple .- . 100 | 1,464 | E,525 & | 1,234 | 1,362 878 | 1,185 | 1,269
Hughenden .. .. | 1,287 748 | 1,868 | 1,082 | 1,516 | 1,593 | 1,060 | 1,494 | I,%9s
Innistall .. oo | 1,328 Wao | 2,118 | to1v | 1,544 | 1,708 090 | 1,576 | 1,681
Ipswich .. 1,027 | 1,457 | R.457 g5y | 1,159 ) 1,246 Bi8 | 10041 1, 18%
“:ﬁenoh ‘e . 1,266 | r8Fs | 1,776 | 5066 | 1,371 | I007 w09z | 1,408 | 1,56
M ¥ .. | L4z | o707 | 1852 56 | 1,412 | 1,547 951 | 2,358 | 1498
Maryborough o f 106 | op4t8 | 1,610 By | 1,238 | 1,428 887 | 1,216 | 1,347
Mount Morgan v | 2,389 § 1,321 | 1,587 g70 | 1,102 | 1,168 963 | 1,028 | 1,161
Nambour . .. 1,120 | L485 | L&1o 923 | 1,280 | 1406 OI1 | 1,240 | I,31¢
Roma . o | 1143 +531 | L7e3 041 | L3331 | L46a 932 | 4,253 | 137
Stanthorpe | mrasfonsar| nses | eas | rgby | fafx] gor | 1,335 1434
Townevilte . vo | LISE a3t | 150 917 { 1,372 | ILa56 o8y | 71,390 | 1460
Winton o . ] 1,286 a6 | 1,834 | 1,064 | 1,380 | 1,498 003 | 1,374 | 1,503
Welghted Average for
Btate (32 Towns} .. | 1,087 W39 | t.s554 863 | 1,211 | ILa3so 859 | 178 | 1,2%6
South Australla—
Adelaide ., oo | L4 | 1,619 | 1,740 894 | 1,323 | K443 793 | 1182 | 1,274
Eading, ete. o | X333 | T.432 | 1475 998 | 1,186 | 1,226 879 | 1,068 | 1,113
Port Firie . o] 1,198 | 1,860 | 2,678 986 | 1,361 [ 1,4 86z | 1,207 [ 1,310
Mount Gambler .. | o3| 1,360 | 1,465 goz | 1,160 | 1,231 8oz | 1,047 1 1,192
Peterborough .. 1,258 | 1,664 | 1,780 077 | 1,380 § 1,461 872 | 1,188 | 1,330
Fteellng i wo | 1,012 ] X441 ) 1,556 892 | 1,207 | 1,319 832 | 1,095 | 3,061
Cawler .. .. | 134 | 1,428 | 1,520 88z | 1,197 | 3,264 831 | 1,tu4 | 1,182
Enpunda .. - o) LIz | 1,418 ) 1,435 937 | 1147 | 1,182 B1a | 1,008 | 1,080
Eoorlnga .. .o ] 1,164 | 1,493 | 1,539 959 | 5275 | 1,334 891 | o4 | I2H1
Milllcent .. oo j nes2 | 477§ rsse.|  Bys | 1279 | n3s B4z | p,207 | 1,280
Murray Bridge v ] 128 506 | 1613 809 | 1,250 | 1,340 761 | 1,054 | 1,153
Port Allsusta . 1,333 710 | n,y90 | 1086 | 1,503 | L% 041 | 1,278 | 1,208
oo | 1,287 561 | r,684 | 1,008 | 1,294 | I3 871 | 1,156 1,210
!ctor Hatbour . 1,133 1,734 | 5,898 925 | 3.479 | §626 8§69 | 1,320 b 1,467
Renmatk . o] 5,287 | 5,780 ro%3 | naeé | LS5F7 | L7532 951 | 1,345 | 1,477
Welghted Avernge for
State (x5 Towns} .. | 1,036 | x,601 § 5nyry gory | 1,317 | 1431 Bos | 1,150 % 1,366
Waestern Australla— '
Perth and Fremantle .. | 1,003 W67 | nrax goz | 1,363 | 1,502 830 | 1,259 358
Kalgoorlie and Boulder 1,279 | 1,380 | 1,657 | 1080 | 1,398 | 1,493 | 1,038 | 1,475 | LSog
Northam .. ] 2,186 { 1,619 | 1,803 087 | 1434 1 B3x1 gor | 1,341 453
Bunobuary ., o | n22 1,566 | 1,677 ays5 | 1486 | 1,502 881 ] 1,300 ! %342
Gemldton .. .- 1,Ig 1,698 | 1,881 969 | 1,541 | 1,900 os1 | 1,402 620

>
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Index-Nambers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns, ete.~continued.

1929, 930, 193E.
November. November. November,
State and Town, = ‘g*g 'g"’g 2 g “'g ‘E"‘g 5 'g*‘f% ‘g'}’g
| 5c&|f38] % |fsa|gsd| 8| §38( gzs
T3 | Ede|S5¢) Be |58l 53| 2E |55l EE
g2 SPEP =8| 92 |c8RlcE€g] 22 | o888 Lg
8| e 3% CHECHEE R
2% | Be5|338| 3% T33! es| 32| %=z Bus
B tS haa B oo B | &= =] BD P EaM | &a
Wegtern Australla—eontd. A B ¢ A B B A B c
Alban . v | LI9s | T5t3 | x,616 983 | 1337 | %400 b1 | 1,200 | Lasg
Beverley .. .. | 287 :.333 1,549 987 | 1,307 | 1,382 921 | 1,256 | 1,342
Bridgetown .. oo | 1,266 | 1,649 | 1,603 | Torz | t.427 | 1S16| 1042 | 1,359 | T4
Broome . .| v486 | 1,033 | 2,114 | K328 | 1,801 | 1083 | n276 | 1,752 | 1,934
Carnarvon .. .. | 1,347 | 1,808 | ro56 | 1,288 | 1,603 | 1,774 1117 | 1,606 | 1670
Collie | 1,234 | 1,782 | 1817 900 | I.462 | 1,568 gob | a7y | LAYS
Gteenbushes vo | 1,234 | T.a77 | 1550 | L0846 | 1,280 | 1,342 | 1,020 | 1,007 | 1,243
Eatanning .. oo | 5,323 | 1,568 ) 748 929 | 1,323 | 1,494 891 | 1,252 | 1,391
Leonoraand Gwalls ., | Tqvz2 | 1609 | 1,695 | 1,247 | Y444 | 1500 | 1,135 ¢ 1,308 | 1,464
< Meekatharra. . o] 5378 | 1642 ) 1,734 | n2zo | 1466 | 1024 | noud ] 5467 | 1,502
Narrogin .s oy I,1% I7IT 1,826 4 1,491 1,601 B84 1,315 T 431
Waglo i, 2 rais | 1535 | neas | 1,957 | 1a3s | 1i46s | uye | 1343 | 137
Yorl .. vo b 1330 | 3,466 | 1,568 940 | I,275 | 1,277 864 1 1,093 | 1,272
Welghted Averags for
Btote (18 Towns) .. | 1,132 | 1,576 | 1,710 037 | 1.378 | 1,508 A7 3 rag: | 1,38
Tasmanla— ’
Hobart . .. | 1,096 | t3r3| 1,712 932 | 1,390 | 1,557 834 | 1,281 7 1410
Launceaton .. oo | 087 ] 1492 | 1692 grr | nacd | 1,474 Bz6 | w21z | 1,38
Burnie .. | T,a63 t 1,586 | 1,738 994, | 1.355 | Ladg §8r ; 1267 | 1,34
Devonport . o | b | 1,885 | 1,609 935 | X379 | 1,402 Bga | 1,265 | 1,529
Quesnstown vo | Laus | orS2r | ISS7 ¢ La6B | 1,387 | L444 g6t | 1,288 | 1,360
Boaconafield .. | L0852 | I,k44 | 1,183 919 997 { 1,050 871 977 | 1003
Campbelltown o | 070 | 1,266 | 1,ars 71 | 1,183 | 1238 884 | 1,116 | 1,151
Deloraine . .. | n,org | 1,393 | T.440 81 § nz131 | 1,276 823 | 1,113 ]| 1,218
Franklin . .. ] L8 | 1,328 | ras: os0 | 1,187 | 1,239 052 | a6z | 318
New Norfolk b 1,067 | 1,382 | 1,401 923 | 1,292 | 1,318 832 | 1,048 | 1,214
Scottsdale . oo | 1,084 | 1374 | 5466 ¢13 | 1,209 | 1,288 ¥87 t ro00 | 5151
Ulveratona .. .. | 1080 | 1409 | E51I 883y | r2vy | 1,348 841 | 1,050 | 1,269
Zeehan 5,293 | L4901 1,%23 | 1,103 ) 1,30% | 1,534 | L0023 | 1,200 | 1,333

Welghtod Average for
tate (13 Towne) .. | Loz | 1819 | 1,666 935 | h340 § 1402 343 | L6 | L3N

Welghted Avorags for
Augtralla (200 Towns) [ 0,133 | 1,634 | LR 932 | 1,400 | i,535 864 | 1,275 ] 1,378

By deducting the index-number in column 4& from those in columns B
and C, the relative aggregate expenditure on housing is ascertained. Thus,
for November, 1931, the index-number for food and groceries in Melbourne
{column A)is 8r2. Subtracting this from 1,246 (column B} gives a difference
of 434, which is the relative cost of house rent for houses of 4 rooms, and
from 1,360 (column C) gives a difference of 548, which is the relative cost
of house rent for houses of § rooms. The relative cost of housing can be

ascertained similarly for each.of the towns included.
1

3. Comparison of Capitalz and other Towns.—Three sets of index-
numbers for food and rent bave been given in the preceding pages, for the
six capitals, for the thirty towns, and for the 200 towns. The first two are
based on monthly prices of food and quarterly rents, and the third on prices
and rents in the month of November, The three series, reduced to a common
bage (1913 = 1,000} are given in the-table below. It will be seen that
since 1913 food prices have increased slightly more in the capitals than in
the larger groups of towns, hut the increase in rents has been substantially
greater outside the capitals than in them,
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The index-numbers for November 1921 to 1931, computed from the three
sets of data mentioned above with 1913 as base {== 1,000), are shown in the
following tables :—

Retail Prices Index-Numbers—Australia.

Fartleulars 1913, | 1921, | 1926, | xg2r. | 1e28. ) Io26. | 1930, | 1pir.

Foop a¥p (GROCERIES.

All Towns oo [ 1,000 11,578 | 1,675 {1,601 1.625|1»?7° 1,455 {1,349

Five Towns in each State .. IDBB 1,577 | 1,670 11,600 | 1,618 | 1,769 | 1,454 | 1,343
Capital Cities only . 1000 1,588 | 1,683 {1,705 | 1,627 | 1,781 | 1,463 | 1,351

RExT OF 5-mooMED Houses.

All Towns . .o 15,000 {1,268 {1,571 | 1,586 {1,641 [1,635 I1,541 | 1,314
Five Towns in each State . . 1000 1,291 {1,554 |1.570 | 1,032 | 1,622 [1,516 | 1,288

Capital Cities only .o | 4,000 |1,2060 1,406 1,507 1,570 |1,562 |1,453 1,229

Foop, GROCERIES, AND RENT.

All Towns .. 11,008 {5,461 | 1,636 1,651 |1,632 1,719 |1,488 [1,3530
Five Towns in each State .. 18,000 | 1,458 | 1,625 | 1,643 | 1,623 | 1,712 | 1,478 | 1,322
Capital Cities only .. 11,000 | 1,455 | 1,607 |1.624 | 1,604 | 1,602 |1,450 | 1,301

The figuces In the vertleal columns show merely the coat In November of each r cormpared with
November 1913 tor ** All Towns,” ' Five Towna in cach State,” and © Capltal Chties only ™ respectively.

4. Rent Reduction Acts.—Legislation was enacted in New South
Wales and Western Australia prescribing a reduction in rents during 1931,
In New South Wales, the Reduction of Rents Act, No, 45 of 1931, came into
operation on gth October, and the Western Australian Reduction of Rents
Act, No. 21 of 1931, was assented to on 18th August. The Acts, which are
on practically similar lincs, prescribe thata general reduction of 221 per cent.
is to be made in rents, unless the lessor obtains an order permitting him to
charge and receive rent under the lease at a higher rate. "The order in New
South Wales must be obtained from a Court of Petty Sessions, and in Western
Australia from a Commissioner appeinted by the Governor for the purposes
of Part VI. of the Finencial Emergency Act 1931. A special circumstance to
be considered by the tribunal is the amount by which the reat of the
premises, the subject of the lease, may have been reduced since the 3oth
June, 1930. Any such reduction shall be taken into account in calculating
the reduction to be cffected, but the lessbr may not charge a higher rent
than was charged at the commencement of the Act. The measures, which
are of a temporary natuve, cxpire on 318t December, 1932, and do not apply
to premisea which were not leased on 30th June, 1930, unless a lease was
entered into earlier than three months before the commencement of the
Acts,

In Victoria, the Landlord and Tenant (Rent Reduction) Act, provides
for reduction of rents payable under long leases by 22} per cent. Orders
for reduction may be made by lower Courts, where rent under lease does
not exceed £208 per annum.

‘a
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§ 5. International Comparison of Price Index-Numbers.

1. Wholesale Prices—Australia and other- Countries.—The following
table gives index-numbers of wholesale prices for the years 1913 to 1932
in Australia and other countries, the prices for the year 1913, the year
before the war, belng taken as base (= 100). These figurces are obtained
chiefly from the ¢ * Monthly Bulletin of Statistics *’ publiched by the League
of Nations. It must be understood that the figures do not show the relative
prices in the various countries, but the fluctuations in prices in cach country
separately. . -

Index-Numbers, Wholesale Prices, Various Countries. (Prices in 1913 as Base=100).

IR :
& - = : a s
UNITED 4 |m B = ] i ; .
KINGDOX. B gﬁg ;g g3 g gl 62 £ il
&k 51 BB | B35 - &
B |8Es| 8853 & |Bz 83| 2| & &
PERIOD. -
|3 £
k] 3 i = |8 & < - = = - -
13| §) 3| 3|5 E2 13181212
E 3 g | 8 }3E55| €] € | € | €1 €| € | &
: : &S| (288 8| e | S| S| S| | o
Avornge. .
1913 . 100 [ 100 | 0| .. " .. .. | elog] walf .. 00 | 100 | qoo
914 .. . 100 99 | atO® 100 .. 4100 | 134 Ve 100 | 102 .. 106
1920 ,. 307 | 201 | 2B3 v 201 . . 341 . 316 | 509 | 1,183 | 1,486
1928 .. I% 160 1 134 | d1a6 | brbo .. [1008 | fzie | 166§ 152 | 550 [Ida29 | grge
1526 .. 14 50 | 143 125 159 | ¢I0D | o955 | 363 |.ts50 | 132 | 695 5142 133
1938 .. 140 | 142 133 130 4% o2 o719 153 145 120 645 145 140
1929 .. 37 | 134 127 130 141 {1 924 150 148 116 627 159 137
1930 .. 20 | 113 | wop | 1kz | rrz | wis | d1xy | 130 | 134 | 103 | sS5¢ | 128 1258
1631 .. 14 | 9B By | 109 o6 | 126 | tey| 114 | tos 9y 1 soz | I19| 111
1931 IX, 93| 9% g0 | 1od 91 39 | 105 | 109 9% o1 | 473 | 112| 109
1952 1. 106 | 100 40 114 o7 120 101 118 a3 8o | 439.| 133 | 100
IT, tos | 102 92 11z 97 & 101 Ly 93 oI | 446 | 132 | 100
III.{ 105 99 90 113 o4 & 101 17 2 93 | 444 13t 100
. tog 97 85 112 92 s 100 L1I4 q 00 439 126 g8
V. 3} 04 83 116 89 11y o7 £14 » 86 | 439 125 97
. L .
, - ! . a
. el 3 s | Erd [all 3| 21 Bl g
= E |Bd| £ ¥ = .l mld| & & =4
3|35  E| 3 E)FE5lEE|E| 2l e
L] = |=3f =& & & w | s3] s8] < 3| el | &<
i
PREIDD.
23 8E|. . s g
==83|% = i - - - - | guE]| - ot
BreE( D 2.8 % | 2 3 23| 2 2] 3| 3
BifElgE | 22§ & 2| E(Bgg| g2 8
SeSs|gs| 8| E1 518 85| 8 m.35| s |8 1'E| 8
Average, o F
1913 .. 100 e jmwa| | .. o| 1wog| .. 100 | (00| 100 (00 (0O
L9k4 .. .. 96 | 109 e . 161 | 100 o8| 06| 1oz | 104 o
1920 ., . 259 | 292 . . 2211 359 |7 .. 221 | 2B 244 | 207 ] 22
193% .. | 4646 202 | £3s 253 .. 188 161 162 148 170 | 160 162 12
1926 .. 654 70 | 145 198 .- 181 |1 140 | 145 143 | 168 156 | 154 113
928 .. 491 17t | 140 | g157 | dr0T 167 |- 148 | 145 139 | 165 151 47| 120
1929 .. 481 66 | 147 149 & 171 140 141 137 66 149 147 16
1930 .. 4t 37 | 117 | 137 2| mp2| ze2| 127 124 | 47| 1a5| D43 103
1931 .. 343 16 | 97 | 122 se| rygf rrr| 1te| res| g1} 113 | 133 100 .
o351 IX.| 33t 113 | " 91 120 [ 178 oy 106 102 128 1o 131 09
932 1. 326 121 84 133 64| 176 roo| 101 96| 330} 10 132 " 96
IT. 323 122 | 83 123 65 178 | 1o | 100 a5 133§ 108 | 13t ..
IIL.| 322 120 8z 22 Gy 1Bo 109 gg 2% 132 1ol 130 ..
IV.| a3 x| 8o} 120 651 18| 1oo 9 941 132 | 07| %29 94
V. 313 TI4 70 120 56 i d 100 96 92 129 106 129 ‘e

a June, Ngl:.;. & Gold index. ¢ Base, @ July. s End of year. J Oficlal since year
1925. rles, h Average of eight months, t Base, 1927 7 Uatil end of 1o2s,
." k Not avallable own o0& ke.
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2. Retail Prices—Australia and other Countries.—The following tables
give index-numbers of retail prices, (i) cost of living, including articles
other than food, and (ii) foodstuffs only for the month of July in each year
from 1914 to 1931, and quarterly for 1931 and 1932, the prices for July,

1914 being taken as base (= 100).

It must be understood, however, that,

the figures which have been obtained chiefly from the * Monthly Bulletin
of Statistics,” published by the League of Nations, show merely the
fluctuations in prices in each country, and are not comparable horizontally.

Index-Numbers of Retail Prices in varions Countries, with Prices in July, 1914, as Base
(=100).
(i COST OF LIVING.

]
. . F——
= W 3 o a . b B
= s =]
Period, & g |averma| B 3 E % s 3 ¥ 2
ZE E B g E = 2 2 B
= 8] = a & & E e
N""ﬂc'l:l’m and | ga0 | vienna. | so 11 100 21 | Parla. | 72 | Milan I{::;:‘
¢

July 1914 100 100 e 100 100 100 <00 100 100 100
v 1920 255 | 5,100 . 1,858 263 | dg3r 341 § 1,068 a4t .
w1921 232 | 9,972 100 | 1919 37| 1l jo7 | L250 | 404 383
n 1926 170 103 try | 2,886 184 arss 485 142 649 646
. 1923 169 108 204 2,911 176 161 a10% 153 1 J 143 axI3
o 1929 163 112 216 | a123 173 160 113 154 148 112
» 1930 137 112 227 F) 165 347 116 149 145 127
w1931 148 1.7 203 2 I54 133 120 137 I32 118
18t Quarter, 1931 150 Io5 213 By 157 139 120 159 134 117
2nd PR T Y1 146 10% 206 "By 154 135 120 137 134 114
3rd » 1031 145 107 202 7% 154 133 113 138 131 114
4th o 1931 B4y 108 197 8o 154 135 108 152 129 106
H: w1832 144 o8 186 26 155 136 108 123 129 100
= a = ﬁ : bl a g

o z 7] . . &
Retiod. g s |5 (kg Eg Eg 3| EE T
2 & E &3 A | 84| 8| B8 | = |=8
A ¢ ¢ . 0 k
July 1914 100 N 100 op 100 100 | 2100 e 100 190
w1920 307 270 | 224 19¢ 179 200 119 .. 182
- E921 294 236 tco 177 162 165 103 47 178
w1026 230 12 162 157 31 157 104 3146 183
o Ig28 lga 101 173 161 147 131 I5S 100 146 161
w1929 180 102 169 161 48 131 156 100 149 161
- Iozc 175 a% 164 158 139 128 156 ob 104 157
o 1931 152 86 158 150 I3 123 137 &z 125 142
18t Quarter, 1931 156 89 160 155 28 124 47 1] 131 148
znd " 1931 1%3 89 158 I%0 124 124 140 - 128 145
3rd . 951 151 8s 158 149 23 122 137 8o 125 T42
4th " 1931 150 83 157 147 122 122 138 84 123 141
128 w1932 150 8o 57 | 142 124 120 I3z 8o 123 139

HoTR.—With the following exceptions the Index-numbers in the above table, are based on the coat of
tood, housing, clothing and.gnlscellaniﬁgus items :—DBelgium, exclusive of houslng : Swit:erland andt British
ma ;

Indla, exchusive of m

footnotes, vee next pate.
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Index-Numbers of Refail Prices in Varions Countries with Prices in July, 1914, Base
(=100).—continued,

i) PRICES OF FOODSTUFFS.

" . - o & . = .
a2 2 Y 4 = 5
Petjod. k] E g 2@ 5 e g E %g
FE a z -,
55 < & 83 a & & g1 k3
Ne. ﬂ;‘;ﬁ;’;nd 630 | Vienna. | 5o C}E:ﬂ';,_ 150 a1 Patia, 72 10
I c__-
19 t4—TFuly {00 100 . 100 190 100 100 L] m
ge ., . 262 +e .. v 253% 1,013 73 7,252 D
w21, 226 | i57,000 0o 1,303 236 ¥,323 306 1,401 .
egab . 101 bI1s .13 876 159 k44 574 g14% g1
928, . 156 [11-] 204 043 £53 5 4111 154 91
599, 153 123 212 0z% 140 146 123 156 -]
1930 .., . I44 [§ 2] 06 dI30 137 124 122 146 3
1531 - . 128 314 173 123 119 110 12% 130 74
132 1. . I3t It 157 106 120 1t4 118 68
1L . 129 313 151 133 .. rig 3 41 113 67
JII . 126 109 148 .13 116 11y 1ty |, 14 66
¥ . 125 e TO7 | N4a 106 . 116 L% I3 £ 64
¥, . 123 108 143 1] 114 r14 11y 63
3 g
- W 5 =]
- - - -] =
Peclod b g [ E Hd g-ﬂ B a Eﬁ P i z
;8| 3 ¢ (E5|Ga|Eg) £ | S5 E|2z| Z
= = [ m wa | el | <t 1) = - EAS ”n
Xo. of Towny *
War- Bom-
- g:}iém Mian; 31 | o 19 33 1 pay. 2 L] 51 30 25 |Madrid.
h & z
1914—July 100 100 . 100 | »)ed 100 100 | pi00 | pi00 100 100 1o
1920 H 445 3J10 . 27 v v 197 224 F1E ] 104 167 190,
1921 “ 3064 297 .. 232 211 174 139 149 45 161 162 130,
19126 . 177 198 156 159 155 b TSI 157 159 147 187
1928 . | fxgo | ary ob | 37| oxsy ] o143y NEG | 246 | 183 wss | 143 176
1920 - alqq 5¥ 2] 151 55 145 é 148 158 160 14% 182
1930, 147 | 151 2{ 140 | 132l 136 | 100 )| 149 ) 144 | 147 | ¥30 187
1931 . 123 140 72 30 | 140 113 104 e 11y 125 izl 193,
gax L . r1d 115 3] 127 132 rh o9 0% 00 125% 118 109
1T, 13 ] 13% &4 12y 70 15 99 100 10% 127 311 199
1Ir [FH 135 6. 127 128 11H 99 gg 10§ 127 L E] 194
v . 123 134 & 128 rz8 Ire 99 9 104 jEF] 3 197
V. 2L 133 71 126 126 11z o8 94 101 125 i3 ¥ 134
a Gold index. b New geries, ¢ Yearly average. o January, e Averapge of second
quarter. { New perles, November, gz, ¢ Sloee 1924, ** Reichamarks ' prices. Base 1927,
+ December. j Third quarter of year. & From 1915, for month of Awgust i For 1921-24,
ineludea fuel and soap, since 1925 exclasive of those ltema m Base 1971-258. n 8t Junc.

¢ Base 1923 £ Bose 1913,



