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SECTION VIH.—CURRENT RATES OF WAGES AND HOURS OF
o LABOUR.

1. Current Weakly Rates ot Wages and Hom-s of LabOur, 1914.
—In Appendixes IV. and V. patticulars are given in detail regacrding
weekly ratés of wages and hours of labour in each State for males
and females, respectively, classified in industrial groups.- As indicated
in the note at the head of the table, the houry of labour are in.each
case 48 per week, except where otheiwisé specified by the footnotes.
The particulars given relate to wages ‘and-hou¥s in the six capital
towns, with the excepbion of these comprised in Groups VIII. (Min-
ing), XI. (Shipping), and XTI. {Agricultural, Pastoral, etc.), which
obviously relate mainly to trades and occupations carried on outside
the metropolitan aréas. The wages shewn in the table are the rates
paid to adult male and female workers, répectively, for a full week's
work. In a few cases, however, where wages are paid on a daily or
hourly basis only and where definite hours are fixed or recognised (e.g.,
in the building trades) the corresponding weekly rates are given. If
some such method were not adopted in these cases, the rates would
not be on a comparative basis owing to the ‘difference in the hours of
labout in certam of the States.

With comparatively few exceptions the rates of wages shewn in
the table are the minimum rates fixed under the operations of the
Arbitration Court or Wages Board Acts in the several States. Tn cer-
tain cases where such minimum rates have been fixed for certain trades
or occupations in some, but not all, of the States, the ruling trade-’
union or predominant rates ate given for those Btates for which no
minimum has been fixed. These trade-union and predominant rates
are readily distinguishable by the ssterisk suffixed in each case.

Particulars of rates of wages and hours of labour are given in
these Appendixes for 146 different industries, the number of separate
trades or occupations specified being 930 in t,he case of males, and 92
in the case of females

2: Relative Weekly Wages and Wage Index-Numbers in Difierent
Industries and States, " 1914.—The particulars given in Appen-
dixes IV. and V., referred to in the preceding paragraph, furnish-
the necessary data for the computation of relative wages in different
jndustries and States.t In the followmg tables the arithmetic aver-
age of the rates of wages given in the Appendix has been computed

1 The particulars given m thesa Appendixes have been brought ul) to 30th September, 1014
',l‘]lesu;ngrinrlsed reanlts given in the tables in thi= Section are computel frem wages as at the 30th
ApTi 4
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for each industry and State, and these averages have been weighted in
the manner indicated on pages 23 and 24 of Labour Report-No, 2.*

(i.) Weighted Average Rales of Wages Payable to Journeymen or
,Adult Male Workers in each_State, 1914.—The following table_ shews
the weighted average weekly rate of wage payable to journeymen or
male adult workers for a full week’s work in each State and the
Commonwealth, Taking the average for the whole Commonwealth as
the base ( = 1000), index-numbers for each State are also shewn.
.The results given in the table below must be taken subject to cer-
tain qualifications inasmuch as (a) they are based on a limited
namber of rates of wages, and (b) the lists of occupations to which
the wages refer-are not by any means uniform- in-the- several- States.
Any results, in order to be representative for each State, must neces-
- sarily be subject to the latter qualification, inasmuch as the industrial

occnpations of the people are not by any means indentical in the several
States, A complétely satisfactory record of relabive rates of wages in
the several States can be obtained only by means of an industrial
census. The following results are, however, based on wages in a large
number of important industries, and serve to indicate with a con-
.siderable’ degree of precision the relative conditions in the several
States.

:

* The weights uséd in the computation of the wage index-numbers were as follgws -—
T*Wage Index-Nuniber$ for Malé Occnpations, Weights nzed for- each -Industrial
- Group.

Particulars. I‘I._'I IL [ XIL | XV, | ¥. | VI. |VIL |VIOIL | IX. | X, | XT. | XIL |XIIL| X1V,

N.SW, .. | 136 | 228 | 100 | B4 | 65 [ 162 | 262 | 343 | 187 74 | 137 | 704 | 134 | 902
Victoria .. [ 118 | 195 | 160 | 95 | £3 | 141 | 190 | 157 | 136 | 54 | 65 | 455 | 95 | 784
Queensland 67 | 62 |8 | 23| 20| 34| VO | 183 | T3 | 22| 45| 352 | 45 | 302
8. Angtralia 24| 7l 45 16 13 | 40| 68§ 20 48| 17| 44 | 182 | 24 | 223
W, Anatralin | 65 | 36 22 T 8] 16 32| 142 0 0 832|118 | 31| 158
Tasmania 25 14 17 L] 5 7| 20| 48| 10 i} 12 | 104 10| 80

C'wealth .. | 435 | 606 | 561 | 231 [ 189 | 400 | 632 | 853 ‘ 494 [ 182 | 335 1,015 230 [2,300

" Wage Index-Numbers for Female Qccupations. Weights used for each Industrial

Gronp,
T IL V.
VI | xmm | xiv.
Particulars. 11 v. Other | Hotels, Shop

Food, Clothing, }  Mann. | Restaur- | Assistants

.| Drinkete | Boots, ebo. foutures, | ants, ete. [Clerks, ete.

= =Now South Wales— ;- - ---283----| -- 228~ - - 44 .| . 2104 .. |._... 124
© Victoria .. . 28 320 & 80 = 111
GQueensland . 3 80 g 47 40
South Australia 3 56 7 22 32
' "Weatern Australia 1 29 . 29 ..
Tasmania ve- 1 18 2 8

. Commonwealth .. 61 3 | . 18 ' 290 1 307
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Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rates of Wages payable (o Journeymen or
Adult Male Workers for a Full Week's Work, and Wage Index-llumbers in
each State and Commonwealth. 30th April, 1914,

Particulars. | NS.W.| Vie. | Qland.| SA. | W.A. | Tas | Owith,

Number of Oc.

cupations in. ’

cluded .. 874 909 627- 567 439 482 3,948
Weighted Aver- :

age - Weeokly 8. d.| s d. | s df 8 4§ s d| s 4| 8 4
RateanfWages | 55 9] 5¢ 3| 52 8| 54 4| 62 2| 52 6| 55 1*
Index.Numbers 1,011 984 955 986 1,128 952 | 1,000

* Weighted Average.

The results shew that nominal rates of wages are highest in Weas-
tern Australis, followed in $he order named by New Soubh Wales,
South Australia and Victoria (practically equal), Queensland, and Tas-
mania.

(ii.) Weighted Average Rates of Wages Payable to Jouwrneymen
"or Adult Male Workers in each Industrial Group, 1914.—The following
“table gives similar particulars in regard to the several industrial groups
and to the weighted average for all groups combined. In computing
the index-numbers the weighted average is taken as base (= 1000.)

Weighted Average Weekly Rates of Wage payable to Journeymen or Adult Male
Workers for a full Week’s Work, and Wage Index-Numbers in each Industrial

Group, 30th April, 1914
Weighted .
No. of Rates | Aver. Weekly :
Industriel Groups. Included. Wage (forFull [Index-Nwmnbera.
. Weok's Work).
8. d.
. I. Wood, Furniture, etc. 270 58 6 1,061
1I. Engmeermg, Metal Worka ) )

. ete, . 636 57 0 1,034
1I1. Food, Drmk ete. . 576 55 0 998
Iv. Clothmg, Boota, ete. 124 52 3 947
V. Books, Printing, etc. .. 205 63 3 1,147
VI. Other Ma.nufacturing v 875 85 1 1,000
VII. Building . .. .. 190 65 1 1,180
VIIL. Mining .. 161 66 1 1,180
IX. Rail & Tram Semces, ete, 224 50 § 1,083
X. Other Land Transport. 70 51 1 926
XIi. Shipping, ete. .. 198 48 19 885
XII. Agricultural, Pastoral, eto 72 49 5 897
XITI. Domestic, Hotels, ete.* 114 47 0 853
XIV. Migcellaneous . . . 233 53 7 972
All Greups .. . 3,948 65 1 1,0001

* The vilue of Board and Lodglng {estimated at 154, per week{ s included where supplied
in crder that the results may e comparable with the rates paid in other industries. 1 Wesghted
Average,

The above figures shew that the hi ighest average wage is that
paid it Groups VII and VIHL (Bulding and Mining), 65s.
1d. per week, or 18 per cent. above the weighted average for all
groups, The rates of wages range from 66s. 1d. per week down to
47s. per week, the lowest being in Group XIIL (Hotels, etc.), which,
is nearly 15 per cent. below the average for all groups.

«
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(iii.) Weighted Average Rales of Wages Payoble to Adult Female
Workers in each- State, 1914.—The following table shews the weighted
average weekly rate of wage payable to journeywomen or female adult

workers for a full week’s work in each State and the Commonwealth.
Taking the average for the whole Commonwealth as the base (= 1000},
index-numbers for each State are also shewn. The figures given in
this table are subject to the qualifications, regarding want of uni-

formity in the data for the several States, stated in pa.ra.gra.ph (i)
above,

Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rates of Wages payable to Adult Female
Workers for'a Full Week's Work, and Wage Index-Numbers in’ each Btate
and Commonwealth, 30th, April, 1814,

Particulars, | N.8.W, Vie, | Q’land. B5.A. W.A. Tas. | C'wlith,

Number of Qceu-|
pations included 85 87 37 47 24 28 308
. Weighted Aver.
age Weekly | o, d.| s d.| 8 d. | 8 d | s d.| 8 d.| s d.
Ratesof Wages | 26 O 27 4| 26 11 24 1 37 4| 2510 27 2+
Index.Numbers 934 1,006 989 885 1,373 950 1,000*

* Weighted Average.

It will be seen that nominal rates of wages for female workers
are highest in Western Australia, followed in the order named by
Victoria, Queensland, New South Wales, Tasmania, and South Aus-
tralia.

(iv.) Weighted Average Rates of Wages Payable to Adult
Female Workers in Industrial Groups, 1914¢. — The following
table gives separate particulars regarding the nominal rabes
of wages of females in those industrial groups in which they are
mainly employed, and also shews the weighted average for all groups
combined.  Index-numbers based on the average nommad wage for
the Commonwealth as ( = 1000) are- also given:—

Woeighted Average Weekly Rates of Wages payable to Adult Female Workers for a
*Full Week's Work, and Wage Index-Numbers in Industrial Groups, 30th

April, 1914.
Weighted
No, of Rates | Aver. Weekly
P Industrial Groups. Inciuded. Wage (forFull |Index.-Numbers
’ - Week's Work') .
a d
II1. Food, Drink, etfc... .. 35 22 6 ©OB825 i
IV. Clothing, Boots, etc. .. 114 24 9 012
1., I1., V., VI. Other Manu. .
facturing .. . 84 26 11 990
XIII. Domestie, Hotels, etc 57 a1 1t 1,144
XIV. Shop Asgistants, Clerks.ete 18 36 2 1,110
All Groups .. . 308 .27 2 1,000t

. lue of Boeard and Lodging {estimated at 158, per week) is included, where supplied
in order u?;lt.e the results may be cump%rnble with the rates paid In other ludlustries. + Weighted
Averhge.



48 CURRENT RATES OF WaQES, ETC.

" The results set out above shéw that omitting Group XIII, (tiotels,
Restaurant, and Domestic workers), the highest.average wage is that
paid in Group XIV. (Shop Assistants’, Clerks, etc.), 30s. 2d. This is
followed in the order named by Groupe I., II., V., and VI. (Other
Manufacturers), 26s. 11d., Group. IV. (Clothing, Boots ete.), 24s.-9d.;
and Group IIT. (Food, Drlnk ete.), 24s. 6d., being 11, lu, 8.8, and
17.5 per- cent:, respectively,- below the welghted average wage for all
groups. It should be ohserved that the wage specified for the highest
Group (Domestic, Hotels, efc.) includes mot only the wages paid in

monzy, but also the money equivalent of board and - ]odglng (158 per
week), where such 1s provlded o

3. Relative Houts of Labouf and Houily Ratés of Wages, 1914,
~—The rates of wages referred to in the preceding paragraphs of this-
Section relate to the minimum rates payable for 'a full weeks” work.
It should be observed, however, that the number of hours which con- -
stitute a full week’s work dlﬂ'&rs in many 1nstances, not only. as bet-ween
variouts trades and occupations in éach individual State, but also' as
between .the same trades.and occupabions .in  the séveral States. ..In
order to secure what may be for some purposes a more adequate sta.n-
dard of comparison, it is therefore desirable to reduce the data given
in Appendixes IV, and V. to a common- hasis, viz., the rate of wage
per hour. Particulars are given in the following table, classified ac:
cording to States as well as industrial groups.

. (1) Males.—The table on page 49 shews {(a) the average weekly
wage, (b) the average number of working hours per week for a full
week’s work, and (c}-the average hourly wage for each State and in-
dustrial group except Groups XI. (Bhipping, ebc.), and XIL. (Agri-
cultural, Pastoral, etc.). Owing to the fact that many of the cecup-
tions 1ncIuded in these two groups are of a casual or seasonal nature,
and that the hours of labour in these occupations. are not re-
gulated either by awards or:determinations of "industrial tribunals or
otherwise, the necessary data for the computation of t.he average num-
ber of working hours are not available.

The general effect” of reducing the rates of wages to a common
basis (z.¢., per hour) is to decrease the amount of the différence between
the’ severa.l States. ' In Westerh "Australia, however, the fact -that the
average, hours per week is less than in any other State causes a corre-
spondmg increase in ‘the hourly rate of wage as compared withthe
other States. On page 46 index-numbers are given shewing thr velative
average weekly Tates of wages for each Stabe; the corresporiding index-
numbers: for the hourly rates are-as follows __New South Wales, 998 ;

“Vietoria, 980 ; Queensland, 964 ; South Australia, 991 ; \Vestern Ans-
tralia, 11:’0 amd Ta.sma:ma. 933 T
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Weighted Average Nominal Weéekly and Hourly Eates of Wages, Payable to Journey-
men or Adult Male Workers, and Weekly Hours of Labour,. 30th_April, 1914, _

I . [
)-8 g 9 28
. = p3 " 3 =T
TIndusteial Groups, Partiowdars,| . .:'f:, E % 2 E é 5‘:3 E
# | =z &) F M| F B
. = =
Weekly Wage 5871 | 57711 5044 | 55/8 | GA/1 | 54/10| 58/0
T. Wood, Furniture ete. Working\Eourb 4802 | 48.07 | 46,42 | 4800 | 48.00 | 43 00 | 47.73
. Hourly Wage 1/2% | 1/24 4 1728 | 1/2 L/43 | 11§ | 1722
el Weekly Wa, BY/11 B6/4 | 5271 1 657 | 66/8 55/10& 5T/0
1L Bngincering, Metal { Wockine Haors | 4500 | 3500 | 4502 | 4500 | 4800 | 45.00 | 4770
orks, ete. Hourly Wage | L/21 | 172 | 1/14 | 1/2 j1/43 | /2 | /2L
Weekly Wage 56/0 | 6470 | 5378 | a4/1 | 68/7 | 504/1°| 650
TII, Poodl, Drink, eto, Working Heurs | 48621 4008 [ 50.13 | 49.40 | 4952 | 40,31 | 49,18
: "1 | -Hourly Wage 10 [ 1724 | 1,003 | 1708 0 1724 | 1704 | 1/1%
i ] Weekly Wage | 54/2 | 50/7 | 51/10] 49/5 | 60/0 | a8/9 | s273
1¥. Clothing, Boots, ete, Working Hours | 47,80 | 43,001 48 00 | 48.00 | 48,00 | 46.86 | 47,00
Hourly Wage 1/1% | 1/03 1 1/1 1/04 | /3 1/0% 1/1_
| Weekly Wage 66/1 | 627000 581 7 BO/3 | 06/0 | 6150 | 8373
¥. Books, Printing, ete. Working Houra | 47,22 45,17 | 45,80 | 4764 4503 | 46.43 | 4627
Huurly Wage 1/4% | 1748 | /23 { 1/83 | 1/5% | 174 | 1744
“Weekly Wage | 5674 | 53711} 51/10f 5471 1 8270 | 54/8 | 5571
VI. Other Manulactueing Working Hours | 43,12 | 48.20 | 42,10 | 48.03 { 42,00 | 48.24 | 48,14
Hourly Wage /2 L/ 1A ) 171y b s |/ | vy
Weekly wage 4871 | 6440/ 57710} 6372 | 7045 | 50/ | 85/0
¥II. Building . . .. Working Wones | 47,59 | 45 74 | 4400 00 [ 47.00 | 40 37 | 46,64
Hourly Wage 1/6F | 1745 | 1737 | 2783 § 1750 | 1734 | /44
Weekly Wage 63/8 | 57/4 | 8577 | 63/0 | 79/10] 56/5 | 65/1
Vi1, Mlning* . Working lfonrs | 47 76 | $7.67 | 40.83 | 47.71 1 47.02 | 48, 47.59
Hourly Wage LFE I VSR I WL S Wit S O O L A
1 Weekly Wage 61/6 | 6879 5670 1°68/8 | 62/11] 53/10{ 50/8
IX, Rall & Tram sServices Working Hours [ 4907 | 48 77 | 40,32 | 48,60 | 4841 | 40,01 § 48.71
Hourly Wage - [.1/8 | /28 | 1/583 ) 128 Vs | 1A ) 1L/2%
Weekly Wage 337100 40/1 | 5178 1 2071 3 8200 | a5/l | 5171
X. Other Laad Teansport Working Hoors | 55.89 | 57 19 ( 57.50 | 5091 | 48,00 | 52.75 | 5551
L Howly Wage 011} 07104 0/30F] O/118F 1750 | 0/10H 0411
. Weekly Wage 490 | 4TSI 4750 ) SOFE0p 48/T | 4779 | 48/10
XI. shipping, et t t { Working Mours | .. .. / / . ..
Howrly W¥age ‘- s . 3
- y Weekiy Woge H0/11] 4370 [ AT/0 [ 4974 210 5276 | 49/56
X1t Agrlcu:lt.ur.ll, ltxtstmlal,{ Working Hours . / / / ? f .. N
N . Hour)ly Wage . .. - .
- Weekly Wage A6/ | 46/0 | 4747 | 4B/1L 4972 | 4378 | 4TA0
NI Domestle, Hotels, ete.§« [ Working Hoors | 580G | 57,43 | 58,50 ) 55.80 | 49,20 | 58.00 | 58.05
Hourly Wage /%% | 093 | 0492 | 0203 150 | O/D 0/ 10
. Weekly Wage B8/7 | 54/2 | H0/11| 54/10{ 65/7 | 49/5 | 53/7
XIV. Miscellaneous s { Working Hours | 50,11 43,89 | 40 51 | 46.27 | 47.03 | 48.50 | 49.23
Hourly Wage 1708 | /14 [ 1/0% | 113 | 1/28 | 1/03 | 3/1
"Weekly Wage ** 55/9 | 54/3 | 52/8 | 5474 | 6272 | 52/8 | 65/1
All Groops .. . { WorkingHourstt| 40,42 | 4880 | 48,78 48.’:30 4?_’;3 15.62 | 48.93
Hourly Wagett | 1/2 | 113 {114 | 1137 143 | LA |12

res)

ively.
t

* Average wages and hours prevailing at

bnd

vorage wages quoted |

value of vict

454, per month, but doea not inclhede value of commission on Bar Sales to Stewnrds,
wages include value of Board and Lodging (estimated ol 155, per week}where provided.
wages lnelode value of Board and/or Lodging where supplied,

Perth, and Hobart the vahee of Board and Lodging has
ations at 154. per week. * Xn Melbourne it hos been‘determined by o Wi
1t. Omltting gronps XI, and XTI,

week,

** Al industrial gronps.

been valued

In SE

I Particulars relate to the Average Weighted weekly wage, working hours and” hourly wage,.
he principal mining centres in each State.
ing and accommodation, where provided, &t

1 Average
§ Average
dney, Brisbane, Adelaide,
y Awardg and Deterinine

ages- Board at 143, per

(ii.) Females.—In the following t-,a‘ble simitar information is gwe:u
for adult female workers,


http://Farticulars.il

* 60 VARIATIONS 1IN NoMmwar AND EFFECcTIVE WAGES

Wheighted Average Nominal Weekly and Hourly Rates of Wages payable to Adult
Female Workers and Hours of Labour, 30th April, 1014,

[
- s Bl g 8| 2 ¢ |35,
Industrinl Groups, Particulara* | § § é 2 i 3 i’;ﬁﬁ
: Gl sl E| 2| & & (82
= il = -5

Weekly Wage 2870 | 247 | 1879 | 2140 | 21/3 | 20/0 | 22/6
Working Hours | 48,00 | 4800 ; 48 00 | 48,00 | 48.00 | 48,00 | 48.00
Hourly Wage 0/53 | 0/64 | 074} 1 0/B4 | O/5F | WS | /5%

Weekly Wage 25/3 | 2400 | 22/11| 2159 | 35/8 ‘236% 24/9

IMI. Food, Drink, ¢te.

IV, Clothing, Boots, et Wotking Hours | 47.86 | 48.00 | 48.00 | 48,00+ | 43.00 3 47.06
M Hourly Wage 0/8% § 0/6 07563 | 0/54 | 0/9 0/58 | 0761

Weekly Wage 27/6 4 27/8 | 23/0 | 2370 .. 27/6 | 26/11

VL. All other Mannfacturing Working Hours | 47,411 47,00 | 47.71 ] 48,001 .. | 48.00 47.85
' Hourly Wage 0f7 /7 0/5¢ | 0/6% .. /01 | 0763

Weekly Wagef | 2873 | 28/2 | sa/i0| 27/11] 3077 | s2s8 | 3114
Workmg Hours | 52.08 | 51.38 | 55.02 { 52.44 | 49,40 | 58.00 | 52.29

‘XIII. ﬂ)mestic. Hotels, ete. )
Hourly Wage 0/06% | 076k | 0/TE 1 0/6F | 092 | 0768 | O/T}

—r— e e A e

Weekly Wage | 28/¢ | 35/0 [30/0 [2500| .. | .. [s0s2

XIV. Sho  Ausistants, Workdng Hours | 50.71 | 4850 | a8.00 [ 5000 0 [ .. |47.77
, ete. Hourly Wage |0/68 |0/8% [ 0/78 (0/8 | .. | .- |o0/74

Weekly Wage | 26/0 | 27/4 | 26/11| 2471 | 3774 | 25/10] 2772

All Groups Working Hours | 19.84 | 4854 | 10.82 | 4933 | 48.69 [ 50.76 | 49.08
Hourly Wage | 0764 | 0/6% | 0764 | 0/5% | 0/0% | 0/6 | 0/61

. % The particulars relate to the welghted o verage weakly wage, working hourd and hourly. wage,
reapectively. t The value of Board and Lodging {estimated at 18s. per week) ig included
where provided, in order that tlie results may be comparabte with the rates paid in other industries

SECTION VIII. —VARIATIONS IN NOMINAL AND EFFECTIVE
WAGES.

1. General.——From the beginning of the year 1913, records have
been kept of all changes in rates of wages and hours of labour, the
number of worlers affected, and the methods by which such changes
are brought about. These records have been published in the quar-
terly Labour Bulletins, and in Section X. hereof results 'are given
for 1913, the first complete year for which these Statistics are avail-
able, In order to supplement, the results thus obtained, investigations
have been made regarding rates of wages In’ past vears with a view
to shewing their gemeral trend in each State and in various industrial
groups. The methods adopted for the collection of ‘the data and com-
putation of the results were explained in Report No. 2 (see pages 23-4),
and will not be repeated here. The particulars given in this Section
shew variations in wages from year to year in each State and in various

_industrial groups. Information 'as to current rates of wages is given
in the preceding Section- hereof,

The total number of occupations for which particulars are avail-
able back to 1891 is 6562. In 1913, however, the scope of the investi-
gation was extended, and particulars for that year are available for
no fewer than 3948 occupations. The wages on which the index-num-
bers are based are; in the majority of cases, minimum rates fixed by
industrial tribunals, but in some cases, particularly in the earlier
-years when no minimum rates had been fixed for many trades, either
union or predominant rates have been taken.



