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PREFACE ....................... e s

The aim of this publication is to describe social conditions of the vouth population
across a number of aspects of young people's lives, Youid Australia: A Social Report
brings data rogether from the ABS and other official sources. Youth are defined as those
aged 15 10 24 years, in line with internationally accepted standards. This age group
encompasses differing stages, not only of physical development, but also of educational

and employment status, living arrangements, dependency and citizenship.

The information is presented in eight chapters, and organised by major areas of social
concern: population, living arrangements and housing, health, education, working life,
income, social participation, crime and safety. The report also includes summary tables
which illustrate the changes thar have taken place over the last decade and highlight

State and Territory differences.

The production of this report reflects domestic and international concern with issues
affecting young people, and with the need to produce regular national social reports on
specific population groups. Youth Austraiia: A Social Report is intended 1o be the first of
a regular series of publications focusing on population groups. Others planned will focus

on children and older people.

ABS publications draw extensively on information provided by individuals, businesses,
governments and other organisations. Their continued cooperation is very much
appreciated: without it, the wide range of statistics published by the ABS would not be
available. Information received by the ABS is treated in strict confidence as required by
the Census and Statistics Act 1905.

W. McLennan
Australian Statistician
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ABBREVIATIONS

SYMBOLS

OTHER USAGES

SYMBOLS AND OTHER USAGES ...............

CDEP Community Development Employment Projects

DEETYA Department of Employment, Education, Training and
Youth Affairs

NCVER  National Centre for Vocational Education Research

NH&MRC National Health & Medical Research Council

NHS Naticnal Health Survey

SAAP Supported Accommodation Assistance Program

TAFE Technicat and Further Education

n.a. not available
P preliminary data
E S

this estimate has a relative standard error between 25%

and 50% and should be used with caution

* subject to sampling variability too high for most
practical purposes (relative standard errof greater than
50%)

— nil or rounded to zero

not applicable

Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may occur between the sums of

component items and totals.

B AR RN R R AL AN AR AS S A E A AR AT AT PP AN T APASE NPT SN AP ESE AP PP RN EA AT RIS IRUIFT SRS P AL O LN raa

vi ABS « YOUTH, AUSTRALIA: A SOCIAL REPORT » 4111.0 » 18987



POPULATION .

LIVING ARRANGEMENTS

HEALTH

EDUCATION

MAIN FINDINGS ..............oce.u e

At 30 June 1997 there were 2,667,700 young people aged 15-24 years in Australia. They
made up 14% of the total population. As the population ages the youth share of the total
popuiation is expected to fall to about 12% by mid next century.

There were approximately 72,000 Indigenous youth in the population. This is 2.7% of all
youth. Nearly 15% of young people were born overseas. The most significant overseas
birthplace is UK and Ireland. However, the proportion of young overseas born from the
UK and Ireland is declining having fallen from 33% in 1986 to 15% in 1996,

Young people are deferring marriage and child bearing and spending longer in the
parental home. In 1596, 88% of 15-19 year-olds and 46% of 20-24 year-olds were still

living with their parents.

Marriage rates have declined considerably and when young people form a partnership
they are much more likely to be in & de facto relationship, Among 20-24 year-oids 20%
were in a partnership and 50% of these were de facto relationships.

Young women and men are generally healthier than the older adult population, They
experience less illness, have fewer visits to doctors and take less medication. In 1995
19% of 15-24 yearblds had visited a doctor in the last two weeks compared with 26% of
people 25 years and over.

Rates of smoking are higher for young pecple. In 1995 30% of 18-24 year-olds were
current smokers compared with 23% of those over 25. While half as likely as older
people to be overweight or obese, younger people (particularly young women) are more
than twice ag likely to be underweight.

Deaths among young people occur relatively infrequently and deaths of young males
outnumber those of young females by a factor of 3:1. The leading cause of death is
motor vehicle accidents followed by suicide.

Among youth, there has been an increase in education participation at both secondary
and tertiary level. Over the last 10 years retention rates to year 12 have risen from 49% to
71%, Participation in tertiary education has risen to 29% of the 20-24 age group.

The vast majority of applications to enrol in educational institutions are successful. Only
2% of 15-19 year-olds and 1% of 20-24 year-olds who had applied to enrol in 1996 failed
to gain a place.

L A N R R R R R R R R R I T T T T T T T T T T T YT T e
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MAIN FINDINGS
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WORK

INCOME

SOCIAL PARTICIPATION

CRIME AND SAFETY

As young people spend longer in education, so participation in the labour force has
declined, particularly for those aged 15-19 years. Those in this age group who are
working are more likely to be in part-time jobs,

Young people are at higher risk of unemployment than oider people. In August 1997 the
youth unemployment rate was 16% compared with 8% for all persons. Unemployed

young people accounted for 37% of all unemployed persons.

Youth incomes are generally low as a resulr of their delayed entry 1o the full-time work
force. One in five young people receive no regular income and are dependent on their

parents for income support.

QOver the last ten years full time earnings of young people have declined relative to those
of adults (aged over 25 years). In 1995 the average weekly earnings of young people
aged 20-24 years who were employed full rime was 72% of adult earnings, down from
77% in 1985. The corresponding proportions for 15-19 vear-olds were 45% in 1995 and
48% in 1985.

Young people spent more of their leisure time on social life and entertainment, 2.3
hours per day compared with 1.5 hours per day far persons 25 and over. Young people
play more sport and attend more sporting events than older people with males more

involved than females.

Young peaple are less likely to be involved in volunteer waork in the community than
older people.

Young people are over-represented in the criminal justice system. They made up 29% of
the prison population in 1995, although this is down from 39% in 1985. The majority of

young prisoners were male and 25 % were Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islanders.

Young women are more at risk of vioclence than clder women. In 1996 16% of women
aged 18-24 years had experienced incidents of violence in the previous 12 months
compared with 5% of women 25 years and over.

2
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YOUTH INDICATORS—National summary(a)

BN R R B F AT AR R AT A R T R E R E YRR T A LAY AN AR TR RS P AV AN L EF AN AT A I AT AT ERT AT ATE SN AT BT ATY AT PN A

Units 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996

R L R R R R I R I R L B R R R I R R e I R R N N ]

YQUTH POPULATION

Estirnated resident population

1518 years Q00 13472 13863 1407.7 14132 14024 13641 13224 12029 12756 12681 12730
20-24 years 000 13367 13272 13258 13350 13584 13968 14301 14422 1438.7 14279 1396.7
Males aged 15-24 years 000 13690 13822 13515 13594 140589 14059 14023 13937 13839 13746 1364.1
Females aged 15-24 years 000 13150 1331.3 13420 1349.7 13548 1354¢ 13502 13414 13304 13213 13117
Youth proportion of total

population % 16.8 18.7 16.5 16.4 16.2 16 15.7 155 15.2 14.9 14.6

Propertion of all youth living with

family
15-19 years % 80.8 893 889 803 837 838 889 889 864 865 863
20-24 years % 42.0 425 43.3 a4 7 46.8 47.2 47.4 46.1 44.7 45.2 44.5

...... P R R R o O L I R R I R L B B R I I R )

LABOUR FORCE

Youth participation rate % 68.6 68.7 65.1 70.5 70.4 87.6 68.3 86.8 B8.4 a9.7 70.3
Youth employment rate % 85.5 854 87.2 896 868 829 805 B1.4 83.8 856 862
Youth unemployment rate % 14.5 14.6 12.8 10.4 13.2 17.4 1895 18.8 18.2 i4.4 14.8
Unemployed youth as a proportion of
all 15-24 year-olds % 10.1 10.0 B9 7.3 63 115 123 12.4 111 10.1 10.4
Proportion of employed youth who
worked full-time % 79.8 76.9 77.4 74.8 738 695 66.5 666 64.7 54.0 616
EDUCATION
Proportion of all youth attending
School % n.a. n.a. 25.3 248 249 25.8 n.a. 25.5 259 25.6 26.1
Higher education % n.a. n.a. 8.7 9.8 n.a. 11.9 n.a. 13.0 128 138 13.9
TAFE % n.a. rn.a. 8.2 8.7 n.a. 8.8 n.a, 8.9 8.4 8.5 8.0
Year 12 retention rates
Males % 456  48.4 53.4 55.5 583 66.1 725 719 69.9 &68.7 65.9
Females % 521 57.0 61.8 65.2 68.2 76.7 820 81.4 79.8 778 77.0
HEALTH
Leading causes of death
Suicide nch 361 417 448 380 439 482 458 400 431 434 407
Motor vehicle traffic accidents no. 1040 98 1010 831 785 658 604 5489 588 594 546
Youth suicide as a proportion of all
suicides % 18.2 1B.6 20.4 181 203 1986 19.8 19.2 19.1 18.3 17.0
CRIME AND JUSTICE
Proportion of all prisoners less than
25 years old % 36.5 35.7 3348 33.0 33.2 33.0 32.2 30.4 29.6 28.8 n.a.

RA K a AT IR R AT ue e P N I T R I R R R N N DR I R A R R N I L LIRS

(a) Reference periods for population estimates and projections are at 30 June, labour force data at August and aducation figures at Septerner 2ach vear,
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SUMMARY TASLES
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YOUTH INDICATORS—State summary

P T TR RN e a2 e L R R I R R R I N S e S R LR T

Reference
Units period NEW Vic. Qid 84 WA Tas. NT ACT Aust.

I R R I I I I I I T T B T T T T T T T

YOUTH IN THE POPULATION

Estimated resident population

15-19 years ‘000 Jun 1996 4227 3144 2428 88,0 1284 338 13.8 25,1 1275.0
20-24 years ‘000 Jun 1896 4629 3479 2651 1054 1368 32.7 17.2 285 13986.7
Males aged 15-24 years 000 Jun1996 4507 3370 258.8 1041 136.3 337 16.3 271 13841
Females aged 15-24 years ‘000 Jun1996 4348 3254 2491 993 1288 328 14.7 26,5 1311.7
Youth proportion of total population % Jun 1996 14.3 14.5 15.2 13.8 15.0 14.0 17.0 17.4 14.8

Projected youth propertion of total
papulation % 2051 118 115 118 110 11.8 10.1 13.7 123 117

L R R R R R e I I R R I R LI T B O R T T T T S R B S

LABOUR FORCE

Youth participation rate % Aug 1956 685 70.1 71.8 65.5 74.8 68.1 66.8 71.0 70.3
Youth employment rate % Aug 1956 86.9 85.2 835 823 86.5 78.1 87.8 826 85.2
Youth unempioyment rate % Aug 1996 131 14.7 16.5 17.7 135 20.8 12.2 17.4 14.8
Unemployed youth as a propertion of all

15-24 year-olds % Aug 1996 5.0 10.3 119 123 16.1 14.2 8.2 124 10.4
Proportion of empioyed youth who worked
full-time: % AUg 1996 3.2 60.6 63.7 57.2 58.0 63.8 627 54.9 61.8
EDUCATION

Proportion of all youth attending

School % Sep 19496 27.0 28.2 23.7 26.5 20.8 28.7 305 275 81
Higher education % Sep 1996 12.8 159 132 14.2 13.7 88 9.5 222 139
TAFE % Sep 1996 109 89 5.8 7.7 12.0 6.9 3.6 6.7 9.0
Year 12 retention rates
Males % Sep 1996 52.9 £8.3 7413 £2.6 64.6 49.4 40.4 917 85.9
Females % Sep 1996 727 82.7 82.0 74.6 77.0 56.9 417 90.8 770
HEALTH
Leading causes of death
Buicide no. 1895 123 107 93 39 53 11 4 4 434
Motor vehicle accident no. 1995 191 122 142 45 63 19 18 6 606

Youth suicide as a proportion of all suicides % 1995 i6.1 189 18.8 18.5 24.3 16.7 17.4 118 18.3

L R R R R L R R LR R T I I T T T R R R R I S S S R T R

CRIME AND JUSTICE

Youth proportion ¢f all crirme victims % 1985 29.1 321 29.0 345 29.3 358 23.4 36.6 30.4
Proportion of all prisoners less than 25
years old % 1985 268 208 346 30.7 35.0 38.1 284 27.2 28.8

L R R N N N N N R R N I L R R R R T
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CHAPTER X

THE YOUTH POPULATION

Population change

YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE POPULATION .......... .

At 30 June 1997, there were 2,667,700 young people aged 15~24 vears in Australia. Of
these, 1,361,700 (or 51%) were males and 1,306,000 were females.

There were greater numbers in the older ages in this group, with 1,373,000 (or 51%)
20-24 year-olds, compared with 1,294,700 15-19 year-olds.

Australia's youth population has tripled in numbers since 1921, althcugh rates of growth
varied over this period. Numbers of young people rose between 1921 and the stact of the
1930s, then negligible growth rates were evident until the 1950s—a result of the falling
birth rates throughout the 1920s and the start of the depression years.

A sharp increase in the youth population occurred from 1955 to 1971 (an average annual
growth rare of 4%}, where the number of 15-24 year-olds almost doubled. This rise was
largely due to the increasing birth rates experienced from 1937 through to the war years,
and also to the post-war baby boom. —

Growth since 1971 eased slightly from the previous two decades, as the children of the
'baby boomers' grew older. The number of youth peaked in 1991, where there were
2,760,800 young people in Australiz. From 1991 to present, numbers have declined.

Changes in the numbers of young men and women have mirrored each other, with
young men outnumbering young women. The traditional excess of male births over
female births largely explains this difference, which has been about 40,000 to 66,000
since the 1960s.

1.1 YOUTH NUMBERS

000
1,600
— Males

Females 0 e~ 7 Lo

[:

1,200

800 -

400 -

T T T i T T 4 T T T T H 1 1 T T T T 1 1 T T T B T T 1
1921 1931 1941 1951 1861 1971 1981 1991 2001 2011 2021 2031 2041 2061
Source: Unpublished demographic data, Estimated Resident Population by Sex and Age: States and Territories of

Austrafia (Cat. no. 3201.0}, Projections of the Popuiations of Australia; States and Temitories, 1995-2051
(Cat. no. 3222.0).

R R R R R R N A R R N N A N N
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CHAPTER 1 *» YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE POPULATION
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Population change continued
Population projections indicate that numbers of 15-24 year-olds will decline until arcund
the turn of the century, and then increase slowly over the following half century. Young
men are expected to continue to outnumber young women in the population over this
pericd.

An ageing population
Youth made up 17% of the total population in 1921—and this proportion rose steadily to
over 18% in 1932. From this point the youth share dropped sharply, to a trough of 13%
in 1956. This trend mirrored the fall in birth rates between Waorld War [ and the
mid-1930s. The 'baby boom' saw a reversal in the youth share, increasing in every year to
1971 before flattening out and eventually peaking in 1979 at 18%, equivalent to the
early-1930s level.

This proportion has since consistently declined in all years to 1996—when youth made
up 15% of the total Australian population (15% of males; 14% of females). Along with the
increasing proportion of older people, this trend is expected to continue well into the
rwenty-first century, despite the expectation that youth numbers will grow—by 2046,
young men are expected to make up only 12% of all males, and young women, 11% of
the total female population.

The changing age structure of the Australian population can largely be explained by
declining fertility rates, and to a lesser extent, decreasing death rates and decreasing

levels of overseas migration.

1.2 YOUTH, Proportion of the total Australian population
%

20 -

— Males

wd - Females

16

14 -

12

10 -

[ r T il I 1 F T T T T T T T T 14

1 1 ¥ 1 U v T T T T
1921 1931 1841 1951 1961 1971 1981 1891 2001 2071 2021 2031 2041 2051

Source; Unpublished demographic data, Estimated Resident Popuiation by Sex and Age, States and Territories of
Austrafia (Cat. no. 3201.0), Projections of the Populations of Australia: States and Territories, 1995-2051
{Cat. no. 3222.0).

LR R N R R R R R LI I R R R R R R T T T e

ABS » YOUTH, AUSTRALIA: A SOCtAL REPORT « 4111.0 » 1987 7




CHAPTER 1 = YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE POPULATION

D R R T R R N

GEQGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION

The distribution of young people varies among States and Territories, In 1996, in
Tasmania and South Australia, which have relatively older population profiles, young
people comprised around 14% of the population. The Australian Capital Territory and
the Northern Territory, although the least populous, had the highest proportions of
youth in their populations (both over 17%), and the lowest proportions of persons aged
60 vears and over (10% and 5% respectively).

1.3 YOQUTH, States and Territories—30 June 1996p

R R R R R R I I R N A N N N N L LR R R T

Mafes. ... Females......cocooeeeennes PerSonS..civeeneannns

% of all % of alt % of all

State/Ternitony ‘000 males ‘000 females 000 persons
New South Wales 450.7 1486 434.8 13.9 885.5 14.3
Victoria 3370 15.0 3254 14.1 662.4 14.5
Queenstand 2588 155 2491 15.0 507.6 15.2
South Australia 104.1 14.3 993 13.3 203.4 138
Western Austraiia 1383 154 1289 147 265.1 15.0
Yasmania 33.7 14.4 328 13.7 66.5 14.0
Northern Territory 18,3 17.0 14.7 171 31.0 17.0
Australian Capital Territory 27.1 17.7 26.5 17.1 53.8 17.4
Australia 1384.1 15.0 13117 14.3 2875.7 14.6

L R R T I R N N N R

Source: Australian Demographic Statistics: 1696 Census Edition {Cat, no, 3101.0}.

Australia's population is highly urbanised. In 1996, 63% of all Australians lived in major
urban centres—that is, towns and cities with a popuilation of 100,000 people or more
{see Glossary for more details on Section of State).

1.4 SECTION OF STATE—August 1996

4L AR AR AR AT I AT AT EAT RS T AR ks sk T AN A AV 4 e e

AGE (YEARS)..... e

Section of state 0-14 15-24 25-5% 6Qand over Al persons
% % % % %

Major urban 58.7 66.4 63.5 62.5 627
Other urban 25.3 218 22.0 256 23.3
Locality 2.9 1.9 2.4 29 25
Rural balance 13.2 9.8 12.0 9.0 11.4
Total(a) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
‘000 ‘000 000 '000 ‘000

Total{a) ass2l 2608.0 8575.9 2855.4 178924

Wk R AR R A E AR AP AT AR AT AT AT AT IR LIRSS
{a) Includes off-shore, shipping and migratory coltection districts.
Source: 1996 Census of Population and Housing (unpublished data).

R R R R T N T N R T R R R I N RN
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CHAPTER 1 + YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE POPULATION
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GEOGRAPKIC DISTRIBUTION continued

These major urban centres offer young people, particularly older teenagers and those in
their twenties, opportunities for work and higher education not otherwise available in
rural areas or smaller urban centres. In the 1996 Census, over 66% af 15-24 year-olds
were enumerated in major urban centres, compared with 59% of those aged 14 years or
less, 64% of 25-59 year-olds and 62% of seniors.

Only 12% of all youth were enumerated in either a rural locality or other rural area.

1.5 YOUTH, Proportion enumerated in major urban centres

Ya
70

65

60

55 -

r 1 T T T T T 1 T 1

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Age

Source: 1896 Census of Population and Housing (unpublished data).

ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER YQUTH

Estimates of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population, based on the 1996
Census, numbered Indigenous 15-24 year-olds at 71,900, or 2.7% of all Australian youth.
This is an increase of 14% over the corresponding figure for 1991 (61,700), when
Indigenous youth were 2.2% of all youth.

1.6 INDIGENOQUS YQUTH(a), Proportion of all Australian youth

L R N N R R LTS

Martes............. Females......... Persons.........
Year '000 % ‘000 % ‘000 %
1986 29.0 2.1 28.0 21 57.0 21
1991 315 2.2 302 2.2 61.7 2.2
1996¢(k) 36.0 2.6 359 2.7 719 2.7

L R L I R I I B T N N I S N S

{a} Experimental estimates of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population,
(b} Based on the 1996 Census of Population and Housing.

Saurce: Experimental Estimates of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait isfander Popuiation,
30 June 1986 to 30 June 1991 (Cat. no. 3230.0), Austratian Demographic
Statistics, March quarter 1997 (Cat. no. 3101.0).

FEPEER TS SAMS NN TR RS R R S P PV EF RN G R R I e VAT AP AN e A e P IV Y B Y SIS E AR SN E YRRt A oy
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CHAPTER 1 + YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE POPULATION
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ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER YOUTH continued

Estimates of the total Indigenous population increased by 31% over the five years
berween 1991 and 1996, while the total Australian population increased by only 6%. The
large increase in the Indigenous population can be explained by:

®  Higher fertility rates among Indigenous women than non-Indigenous women;

B Many children of Indigenous origin may have one rather than two parents of
Indigenous origin;
®  Greater willingness by Indigencus people to nominate their Indigenous origins at the

1996 census and more effective enumeration of Indigenous people by the ABS than
the 1991 Census.

The age structure of the Indigenous population differs widely from that of the total
Australian population. Higher birth rates and mortality rates among Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people contribute to a younger age structure than the rest of the
population. In 1996, 59% of the Aboriginal and Torres Serait Islander population was less
than 25 years of age, compared with 36% of the total population.

1.7 INDIGENOUS{a} AND TOTAL AUSTRALIAN POPULATION—30 June 1996p

Indigenous population

Maies Females

Males VTSaMowr

701074
65 10 66
60 10 &4
J 551059
- 501054
4510 49
= 40to 44
;351039 - -
< 30to34 |
. 251029 |
2010 24
1510 19
1010 14
S5to9
Oto4

Females

{a} Experimental estimates of the Indigenous population.
Source: Australian Demographic Statistics, March quarter 1987 (Cat. no. 3101.0).

R R R I R N N N NN AN
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CHAPTER 1 + YOUNG PEQPLE IN THE POPULATION
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Geographic distribution

YOUTH BORN QVERSEAS

Country of hirth

Whereas Australian youth as a whole are concentrated in major urban centres (67%)
Indigenous youth, along with the whole Indigencus popuiation, have a more even
urban/rural distribution, although this varies between the States and Territories. In 1996,
the largest proportion of Indigenous youth (41%) were in urban ares of between 1,000
and 100,000. Almost one-third (32%) were in major urban centres (i.e. with populations

of 100,00 or more), and the other 27% were living in small communities or rural areas.

The highest concentrations of Indigenous youth in rural areas were in the Northern
Termitory (34%), while the lowest were in the populous south-east of Australia.

1.8 INDIGENOUS YOUTH, Section of State—1996

L I I R N T T AR A E YA e A AN a3 LRI RO

SECTION OF STATE..............coiiin,

Major Other Rural
urban urban Locality bailance Total(a}
% % % % ‘000
New South Wales 42.3 42.7 5.0 8.9 186
Yictoria 48.3 392 1.6 |9 39
Queensiand 30.4 46.1 10.8 125 18.4
South Australia 47.1 28.8 3.7 195 3.8
Westemn Australia 311 36.0 12.2 206 9.6
Tasmania 228 50.7 7.7 18.7 2.7
Northem Territory .. 388 27.1 34.1 9.7
Australian Capital Territory  98.8 .. 0.0 1.2 0.6
Australia 318 41.1 10.6 16.5 87.6
Australia il 27.7 7.2 111 87.5

ML RS A N R N N N N N N N N L N T
fa} Includes off-shore, shipping and migratery collection districts.
Source: 1996 Census of Population and Housing {unpublished data).

Migration from overseas countries has been a major factor affecting the size and make-up
of Australia's population for most of this century. In 1996, there were 4,209,000
overseas-born persons permanently residing in Australia (or 23% of the

population)—422,000 of these were aged 15~24 years,

Nearly 16% of young people were born overseas, compared with almost twice this
proportion among people aged 25 years and over (30%). This is a reflection of the older
age structure among the overseas-born population, which, broadly, is a consequence of
the ageing of those who arrived in the large immigration waves of the post-war years and
during the mid-1950s to late 1960s.

The level and composition of migrants to Australia has shifted dramatically, particulariy
since the mid-1970s, following changes to Australian immigration policies. Typically, the
major sources of migrants to this country have been the United Kingdom and Ireland. In

recent decades, however, a declining proportion of total migrants have been from

L A N N N e R L T T T T T T I

ABS + YOUTH, AUSTRALIA: A SOCIAL REFORT « 4111.0 » 1987 11



CHAPTER 1 =« YODUNG PEOPLE IN THE POPULATION

L R R R e e N e R R R N N N N R R R N T T T T

Country of birth continuved

Recent migration trends

persons born in the United Kingdom and Ireland. As a consequence, their share of
Australia's overseas-born youth has fallen, from 33% in 1986, to 15% in 1996 (see
table 1.17).

Young peopie in Australia who were born overseas are now more likely to be from Asian
countries (43%) than from European countries (25%). In contrast, as little as a decade
earlier, in 1986, over half (52%) of overseas-horm were from Europe, while 19% were

from Asian countries.

Over the same period, young pecple from the countries which comprise Oceania (maost
commonly New Zealand) have comprised between 15% and 18% of overseas-bormn youth,

1.9 OVERSEAS-BORN YOUTH, Major regions of origin

- 70

------ Asia - 80

- 20

- 10

{a) Includes the Americas, Africa and the Middle East.

Source: Migration, Austrafia (Cat. no. 3412.0), Estimated Resident Population by Country of Birth, Age and Sex,
Australia (Cat. no. 3221.0}.

Since World War 11, numbers of settler arrivals have fluctuated, reflecting Australian
Government immigration policies, and the ecenomic and political situations in countries
of origin. Over the course of the 1990s, total settler arrivals fell to a low in 1993-94, then
increased in subsequent years to 199596, before falling again in 1996-97.

Numbers of 1524 year-old settler arrivals have followed the same pattern, from 20,800
in 1989-90 to a low of 12,100 in 1993-94, and dsing again to 15,800 in 1995-96. Young

women have cutnumbered young men among settler arrivals throughout the 1990s.

Lower planning levels for 1997-98 (68,000 under the Migration Program and 12,000
under the Humanitaran Program) are likely to lead to further falls in the total intake of

settler arrivals in the coming year.

R R R R R N R I R N I I I I R I A R R N N N N NN NN RN NN NN NN
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Age of settlers

Settlers - country of origin

1.10 SETTLER ARRIVALS IN THE 1990s

L R R R R I I R R R R L R T Y

MALES.........., FEMALES........ PERSONS.......
1524 All 15-24 Alf 15-24 Al
years males years females years  persons
Year(a) ‘000 '000 'C00 ‘000 ‘000 ‘000
1990 9.7 80,2 111 81.0 20.8 121.2
1991 8.4 60.2 105 615 189 121.7
1992 7.1 529 9.3 54.5 16.4 107.4
1993 5.2 385 7.5 308 12.6 76.3
1994 4.9 33.0 7.2 368 12.1 68.8
1595 5.6 40.8 84 46.6 i4.4 87.4
15996 8.3 44.8 95 54.3 158 949.1
1867 5.6 40.9 79 44.9 135 85,8

-ﬁt“)'o‘llI.bl.i‘vl!lll.‘.d‘lttl'.l.lla*ab‘ﬁ‘I-l.tl-ol
{&a} Year ended 30 Jjune.

Source: Migration, Austrafia (Cat no 3412.0), Overseas Arivals and Departures, Australia
{Cat. no. 3404.0).

Settler arrivals generally have a younger age structure than the Australian population. In
1995-96, 68% of scttler arrivals were aged less than 35 years compared with 52% of the
Australian resident population. While 15-19 year-olds and 20-24 year-olds comprised 6%
and 10% respectively of settler arrivals, peak arrivals occurred among those aged 25-29
years (14%) and 30-34 years (13%).

In 1995-96, the highest number of settlers, among all age groups, were New
Zealand-born (12,300), followed by United Kingdom and Ireland-born (12,100). For the
first time on record the United Kingdom and Ireland ceased to be the largest supplier of
settlers. The level of settler arrivals from New Zealand has fluctuated considerably over
the past 20 years, facilitated by visa-free entry available under the Trans Tasman Travel
Arrangement. The number of settler arrivals from China tripled between 1994-95 and
1695-96 (10 11,200}, making it the third largest source of settlers.

The major countries of birth of 15-24 year-old settler arrivals were largely the same as
those of other age groups. Among youth, the highest numbers of settler arrivals were
also born in New Zealand (2,700}, followed by those from Viet Nam (1,100), China (900)
and the United Kingdom and Ireland (800).

The age structures of settlers varied depending on country of crigin, In 1995-96,
countries with a high proportion of youth among their migrants to Australia were
Lebanon (46%), Iraq (44%), Viet Nam (38%), and Indonesia (29%).

R N N N R I N T T T Y T T T
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OVERSEAS STUDENTS

1.11 YQUTH SETTLER ARRIVALS({a), Major countries of birth

1986 1891, 1596

% total % total % total
Country of birth Q00 intake '00C  intake '0C0  intake
New Zealand 45 261 21 11.3 2.7 17.2
Yiet Nam 21 12.2 4.0 210 11 7.1
China 0.3 1.8 0.3 1.5 0.9 5.5
United Kingdormn and Ireland 1.8 102 21 114 0.8 5.3
Phitlippines 0.7 3.9 1.0 5.6 Q.7 4.1
Iraq 0.0 Q.1 0.0 0.1 0.6 35
Lebanon 6.8 4.8 1.0 5.2 0.6 3.8
Indonesia 0.2 1.4 0.3 1.4 o5 3.0
Heng Kong 0.4 2.6 0.9 4.6 05 2.9
All settler arrivals 17.4 1000 189 1000 158 100.0

(&) Year ended 30 dune.
Scurce: Unpublished migration data.

Long-term visitor movements are becoming increasingly impgortant elements of
Australian migration patterns, Over the last twenty years, long-term overseas visitor
arrivals (those intending to remain for 12 months or longer) have more than trebled—
from 21,700 in 1575-76 to 84,400 in 1995-96.

Education is the dominant reason for long-term visits to Australia. In 1995-96, 43,800 (or
52%) long-term visitors were students, taking advantage of Australia as a provider of high

quality, internationally recognised education at a relatively low cost.

Not surprisingly, the majority (70%) of these students were young people. These 30,800
young students represent 79% of youth visiting long-tenmn, a vast increase on the 46%

armiving for educational purposes in 1986.

While not considered part of the Australian population, a much smaller proportion
{although numerically much larger) of short-term visitors gave education as their main
reason for visiting Australia (3% or 118,300). Nearly two-thirds of these (63% or 74,600)
were aged 15-24 years.

AR R AN AT ES S S TR AR SRR AR EAR AP ISP T IN RIS N RN IR BT IS PN TSR ETESR SR IE NS EEN AN R RAAR AN
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1.12 OVERSEAS VISITOR ARRIVALS(a), Purpose

AT W AR N AT LRI AT AP S R R F AT AV AY A e D N . I I B S R PP

1986............. 1991......00ee 1996.............
15-24 At 1524 Al 15-24 Al
YEArs  Dersofns Years persons Vears  persons
Arrival type and purpose ‘000 ‘000 ‘000 ‘GO0 000 ‘000
Short-term
Education 11.8 228 325 57.2 746 1183
Other{b} 1485 1240.7 312.4 21702 487.8 38478
Long-term
Education 6.0 8.8 i4.0 21.0 30.8 43.8
Other(b) 7.0 28.4 7.8 348 8.0 40.6
All arrivals
Fducation 17.8 317 46.5 78.2 105.4 1621
Other(b) 1555 1268.1 320.2 22048 495.9 28884
Total arrivals 173.3 1 300.7 366.8 22830 601.3 40505

LR N T

{a) Year ended 30 June.
{b) Includes not stated.
Source: Unpublished migration data.

Source countries
Countries in the Asia-Pacific region were the main source of overseas students. In
1995-96, Indonesia, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Singapore and Japan were the major countries
of origin for short- and long-term visitors who travelled to Australia for ecducational
purposes—collectively these countries represented 57% of 15-24 year-old overseas
students in 1995-96.

1.13 YOUTH ARRIVALS FOR EDUCATION(a}, Countries of residence

1986.......oceeeee 1991 1996
Country of residence '000 % ‘0G0 % ‘000 %
TA R AR A4S T AR A AR P AT P AT S RT A Y AR PR A RN A A AR AT AR AR 4o
Indonesia 11 5.8 4.1 89 14.1 13.4
Hong Kong 11 6.2 8.9 14.8 12.9 12.3
Malaysia 6.6 373 8.1 i7.3 12.6 12.0
Singapore 0.7 38 3.4 7.3 10.3 9.7
Japan 0.7 4.1 4.5 9.6 9.8 9.3
South Korea 0.1 0.5 2.0 4.3 8.2 7.8
United States of America 11 6.1 2.4 5.1 5.7 5.4
Taiwan 0.0 0.1 1.4 2.9 5.5 5.2
Thailand 0.2 1.0 1.5 33 4.9 4.6
Papua New Guinea 16 9.1 2.3 4.9 2.4 2.3
Other countries 4.2 238 8.6 18.4 17.4 16.5
All countries 17.8 100.0 48.5 100.0 105.4 100.0

L I R L B I TR L T R O R P S B RS SR

{a} Year ended 30 June. Includes short- and long-term wvisitor arrivals.
Source: Unpublished migration data.

L N N N N N N RN N N I L A R R T T T T T
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ADDITIONAL TABLES
1.14 ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPULATION

L I I I I I I I I N I I A R I I

1986....oeeereierieeieren. 2996D....cocereirerine

Age (vears) '000 % 000 %
MALES
0-14 1.896.1 23.7 2 005.2 22.0
15 1485 19 132.1 1.4
16 139.2 1.7 130.4 1.4
17 1376 1.7 130.1 14
18 1228 1.7 130.6 14
19 130.3 1.5 132.1 i4
20 1305 1.6 134.4 1.5
21 132.6 1.7 138.5 1.5
22 1370 1.7 140.5 1.5
23 1304 17 145.0 16
24 1408 18 150.4 16
Total 15-24 13680 17.1 1364.1 15.0
25-59 36743 459 44258 436
B0 and over 1080.8 133 13132 14.4
All males 8 000.2 100.0 9108.3 100.0
FEMALES
0-14 1803.4 225 1906.5 20.7
15 1425 1.8 1259 1.4
16 133.0 1.7 123.6 1.3
17 1316 16 123.3 1.3
18 126.7 16 122.1 14
19 124.9 16 126.8 1.4
20 1257 16 129.0 1.4
21 128.3 1.6 134.0 1.5
22 1318 18 135.9 15
23 1343 17 1413 15
24 136.2 1.7 147.7 16
Total 15-24 13150 16.4 13117 14.2
25-59 3559.0 44.4 43845 47.6
60 and over 13408 18.7 1600.5 17.4
All females 8018.2 100.0 9 203.1 100.0
PERSONS

0-14 36995 221 39611.7 21.4
15 291.0 18 258.1 1.4
16 2722 1.7 254.0 1.4
17 269.2 1.7 253.4 1.4
18 259.5 16 254.7 1.4
149 285.3 1.6 258 8 14
20 256.2 186 263.4 1.4
21 260.9 16 272.5 15
22 268.8 1.7 278.4 15
23 2738 1.7 286.3 1.6
24 277.1 17 298.1 1.6
Total 15-24 26839 168 26757 146
25-59 72334 45,2 B810.3 48.1
80 and over 24015 15.0 2913.7 15.5
All poarsons ' 18 016.4 100.0 18 311.5 100.0

B A4V 4R T AT AT AR TATYTRE AT AN BAY FEAEEPATATE AR AN A

Source: Estimated Resident Popuiation by Sex and Age: States and Territories of
Australia, June 1986 (Cat. no. 3201.0), unpublished population estimates .

R R R R N R N I R R I R N L I I I I N I A N A I R A A N I N )
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1.15 YOQUTH POPULATION, Time series{a)

?It'l"ﬁ!’lllvihll.'loilditﬂlc.caath-la--«n;.-nd -----
Males.....ccoueine, Females............... Persons.

% of all % of all % of all
Year 000 males ‘000 females ‘000 persons
1921 457.9 16.5 4628 172 8207 16.9
1928 533.7 173 505.4 17.0 1039.1 17.2
1931 602.2 18,1 577.9 18.0 1180.1 18.1
1936 617.7 18.0 602.0 18.0 1219.7 18.0
1941 627.9 175 68149 17.4 12428 i7.5
1946 615.1 16.4 610.2 16.4 12253 16.4
1951 611.0 14.4 5795 13.8 11905 141
1956 637.7 134 5943 128 12320 131
1961 776.1 146 728.3 14.0 1505.4 14.3
1966 981.4 188 9332 182 19146 165
1971 1159.3 17.7 11176 172 22788 17.4
1976 12365 17.8 11877  17.1 2434.1 17.3
1981 132086 17.7 1278.3 17.1 25989 ir.4
1986 1368.0 171 1315.0 16.4 26839 16.8
1991 14059 16.3 13549 156 7 760.8 16.0
1996 13841 150 13117 142 2675.7 1486
2006 14053 13.9 13430 131 2 748.3 135
2016 1466.1 13.4 14008 126 2866.7 13.0
2026 14813 12.7 14138 118 28851 12.3
2036 15015 123 14323 114 29338 118
2046 15511 123 14788 113 30268 118

R R R Y T Y R R R R T

{a) Figures from 1971-1996 are estimated resident population data. From 2006-2046,
Series A population projections are used {see Glossary).

Source: Unpublished demography data, Estimated Resident Popuiation by Sex and Age: States
and Territories of Austrafla (Cat. no. 3201.0), Projections of the Populations of Australia:
States and Territories, 1995-2051 (Cat. no. 3222.0).

1.16 YOUTH, Section of State—1996

L R

SECTION OF STATE

M R N N I R L T T

Major Other Ruwral
urban urban Locafity baiance Totalia)
% % % % 00G
New South Wales 70.4 1986 1.7 8.1 B85%.8
Victoria 71.3 18.2 1.2 8.3 5408
Queensiand 551 28.2 2.4 13.2 503.1
South Australia 73.4 15.5 2.0 9.1 186.8
Western Australia 68.0 20.3 2.1 9.2 259.6
Tasmania 311 46.8 4.6 173 64.4
Narthern Territory 69.3 9.9 20.4 317
Australian Capital Territory 993 0.1 Q.5 52.3
Austraila 66.4 218 1.9 9.8
AR A L L L AL I L R B R T O B S S S SR R S .
‘000 ‘000 ‘000 ‘00 Q00
Australia 17321 567.8 50.6 255.4 2 8609.0

L R R R I I A N R L R R R R R T N T U T R,

{a) Includes off-shore, shipping and migratory collection distncts,
Source: 1956 Census of Population and Housing {unpublished data).

e I I I R T T T
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ABS =+ YOUTH.

AUSTRALIA:

1.17 COUNTRY OF BIRTH

.............. o R P BT i e e d o w e 4w w4 e s

25 YEARS

15-24 YEARS ... AND OVER ..........

1986, 1096 . 1986 1996
Country of birth ‘000 % ‘000 % % %
Australia 226886 845 22727 84.3 714 69.6
United Kingdom and Ireland 139.1 5.2 63.5 24 10.3 2.5
New Zealand 45.8 1.7 47.4 1.8 15 1.9
Viet Nam 218 G.8 34.1 1.3 0.5 09
Malaysia 16.2 0.6 271 1.0 0.3 0.5
Hong Kong and Macau 6.6 0.2 234 0.9 0.2 0.5
Philippines 4.3 0.2 148 0.5 03 0.6
South Africa 6.2 0.2 116 0.4 0.3 0.4
Lebanon 12.4 0.5 92 0.3 0.4 08
India 5.7 0.2 7.5 0.3 0.4 0.6
China 2.2 0.1 7.2 0.3 0.4 0.8
United States of America 8.6 0.2 7.0 0.3 0.3 0.4
Dther countries 148.7 5.5 169.1 6.3 139 13.7
All eountries 28839 1000 2894.7 100.0 86349 117124

B L L

Source: Estimated Resident Population by Country of Birth, Ade and Sex, Austfalia (Cat. no. 3221.0),
Migration, Austrafia {Cat. no. 3412.0).

R R R R R T I A S R S R A S L T I T T S PR

1.18 INTERNATIONAL COMPARISONS

1995{@) e 2080(a) . i

Totat 15-24 Median Total 1524 Median

popidation years age population years age

Country millons % years millions % years
Australia 18.1 14.8 33.6 26.0 12.0 413
Canada 29.5 13.3 345 399 12.2 40.8
China 12215 18.1 276 1606.0 12.4 392
France 58.0 14.0 36.1 60.5 118 428
Germany 81.6 11.7 38.1 84.2 9.5 50.0
Greece 10.5 14.1 38.1 8.6 9.8 49.2
Hong Kong 59 146 34.1 49 8.6 53.0
Indonesia 197.6 208 23.1 3188 13.3 3r.7
ltaly 57.2 14.2 381 43.6 9.2 52.0
Japan 125.1 149 333 110.0 10.5 47.4
Korea (Republic of) 450 18.6 2a.1 56.5 126 40.6
Malaysia 201 18.1 21.7 381 13.4 3r.e
New Zealand 3.6 15.% a1 4.7 12.5 40.2
Papua New Guinea 4.3 20.4 20.0 9.6 13.9 34.1
Philippines 67.6 20.0 20.6 129.5 14.0 36.7
Singapore 2.8 14.7 322 3.3 11.7 42.9
United Kingdom 58.3 130 36.0 61.6 12.0 41.6
United States of America 263.2 13.6 342 349.0 12.4 40.3
Viet Nam 745 199 211 143.6 13.7 37.7
World total 5716.4 18.0 25.3 9833.2 13.9 36.2

R R R R R I e R e T T AL R N R I I T T T T A R

{a) Medium variant projection.
Saurce: United Nations World Population Prospects, 1994 Revision.
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CHAPTER 2 LIVING ARRANGEMENTS AND HOUSING ........

LUVING ARRANGEMENTS

The living arrangements of young people reflect their steps towards independence.
These are complex and may nor trace a smooth path from the family of their parents to
the household or family of their own. Many young people are still heavily reliant on
support from parents, as they complete their education, at school or tertiary level. A high
proportion are in a transitionai stage since they are working part-time, or are
unempioyed, and have not yet achieved financial independence. Other young people
have gained greater independence through establishment of their own househalds and

families.

Living with parents
In June 1997, 88% of 15-19 year-olds and 46% of 20-24 year-olds—66% of all young
people were living with their parents. Increased participation in education, the deferral
of parinering, child-bearing and home purchase have been associated with increasing

proportions of young people remaining longer in their parents home.

In 1982, 61% of young people lived with their parents. By 1990 this had increased to
68%, with slight declines in subsequent years. While women leave home eariter than

men, the gap between voung men and women has decreased over time.

2.1 PROPORTION LIVING WITH PARENTS

of‘d

r 100
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—_T T T T =
//,...---"""'"“—"" — — ——— -
T .. _ .- 40
- 20
F T T T T 1
1982 1985 1988 1991 1994 1997

___ Maiss, 15-19 years
...... Females, 15-19 years
— — Males, 20-24 years

_ _ . Females, 20-24 vears

Source: Labour Force Status and Other Characteristics of Famities, Australia (Cat. no. 6224.0).
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Household relationships

In June 1997, three-quarters (73%) of 15-19 year-olds who were living with their parents
were dependent students. In comparison, more than three-guarters (78%) of

20-24 year-olds who were living with their parents had completed their education.

Just under half (49%) of 20-24 year-olds had established a separate household. One-fifth
were living as a partner in a couple relationship (8% with dependent children), and

another 20% were in group households.

Women leave home and marry at younger ages than men. They are therefore less likely
than men to be at home with their parents in young adulthcod. Almost twice as many
young women (15%) as young men (8%) had formed partnerships. Young women were
also more likely than voung men to have children, either in couple partnerships
(74,100}, or as lone parents (52,800). In comparison, about 40,000 young men had

children.

2.2 RELATIONSHIP {N HOUSEHOLD—1997

TR s r AT REIFEENTATIRISILSIFR I AN P I s Ry 4aar s vnaw 4 v+ e vaarar e vanrany -

MALES.........ccovivivnnns FEMALES........covvvene. PERSONS

15-19 20-24 15-24 15-19 20-24 15-24 15-24

Relationship in household years  years years years  years  yeamn Years
% % % % % % %

Fartner

with dependants 0.3 5.8 31 11 10.7 6.0 4.8
without dependants *0.4 8.5 4.6 20 149 8.7 6.6
Lone parent *0.0 *0.0 *0.0 1.3 7.1 4.3 2.1
Dependent student(a} 60.2 9.6 3486 67.1 104 378 36.2
Non-—dependent child 293 428 36.1 175 297 238 30.1
Other family member 31 5.5 4.4 3.4 4.8 41 4.2
Lone person 08 6.2 3.6 1.1 36 24 3.0
Not living alone 50 218 13.6 6.5 18.8 12.8 13.2
All persons 1000 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0 1000 100.0
‘000 '000 '000 ‘000 000 ‘000 ‘000

All persons 618.2 £52.4 12710 5834 633.4 12268 2 497.8

BE L 4 AP AL E AT AT LAY AL AN YA s e AR YR A S AV AL A A sy

{a) Excludes perscens aged 20-24 years attending school. Also excludes sons of daughters aged 15-24
years who are classified as husbands, wives or lone parents,

Source: Labour Force Status and Other Characteristics of Families, Australia, June 1897
{Cat. no. 6224.0).

R R R R R R I N R B I I B N
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INDIGENOUS YOUTH

The 1994 Narional Aboriginal and Torres Strait [slander Survey provided a detailed
picture of the living arrangements of young Indigenous Australians. When compared
with their counterparts in the total Australian population, Indigenous 15-24 vear-olds
were more likely to live with their parents following completion of their education, to be
living with relatives other than their parents, or have formed their own families. They

were less likely to live alone, or in group households.

In particular, 29% of Indigencus youth were living as partners in couples (with or
without dependent children), or as lone parents, compared with 15% of all Australian
youth in 1994.

In 1994, 2% of Indigenous 15-24 year-olds, compared with 14% of all young Australians,

were living in group househoelds,

2.3 INDIGENQUS YOUTH, Relationshig in household—1994

L R R I e L R R R e e R T

AGE GROUP

{YEARS).......... 15-24 YEARS.......
Relationship in household 15-19 20-24 Males Females Persons
% % % % %
Partner in couple 8.7 345 17.9 23.7 208
Lone parent 3.8 13.3 *1.3 163 8.6
Dependent student 23 3.0 33 20 2.7
Non-dependent child 61.8 22.8 46.2 3z 42.1
Other reiated family rmember 138 131 157 112 138
Lone person 2.2 2.6 2.7 2.1 2.4
Unrelated individual 28 23 2.2 29 26
Group househald member *0 24 1.9 *15 1.7
Visitor *0.4 1.8 *1.2 *1.1 11
Resident of non-private dwelling 5.0 4.1 786 *£.4 4.6
All Irdigenous youth 100.c 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0
‘000 ‘000 'GOQ ‘000 ‘200
All Indigenous youth 30.9 316 31.8 30.5 825

L I R I N I I I I I R R R

Source; National Aboriginal and Torres Strait isfander Survey 1984: Austratia's Indigenous
Youth (Cat. no, 4197.0)
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PARTNERING

Young people are forming partnerships later, and when they do these are more likely to
be de facto relationships rather than registered marriages. In 1996 relatively few (2%)
15-19 year-olds were living together in a partnership but for those who were, the vast
majority (78%) were in a de facto relationship. Among 20-24 year-olds the proportion in
a partnership had increased 1o (20%) and these were evenly divided between de facto
relationships and registered marriages. The incidence of de facto relationships in the

population over 25 years is considerably lower (8% of partnerships).

2.4 SOCIAL MARITAL STATUS, Age—1996

I R I I T I IR T R I O I T I N

15-19 20-24 25 years

years years and over

% % %

Proportion married 2.2 20.4 64.2
Proportion of marnages which are de facto 78.4 50.4 8.2

YA B P EVYRE L AT AaaEE A s R R E R R N A A I A R I RS A R R RO B O Y

Source: 1996 Census of Population and Housing (unpublished data).

Registered marriage -
As a consequence of deferred partnering and the increased incidence of de facto in
preference to registered marriages, marriage rates among young people are declining

and the median age at first marriage is increasing.

In the ten years to 1996 first marriage rates among young pecple were cut by more than
half, for both males and females in both age groups. The largest decrease in first
marriage rates over this period was for 20-24 year-old women— from 112 per 1,00¢ in
1986, to 56 per 1,000 in 1996,

Also over the last 10 years the median age at first marriage has risen from 25.6 to 27.6
years for males and from 23.5 to 25.7 years for fernales.

2.5 AGE-SPECIFIC FIRST MARRIAGE RATES(a)

R R I I R N R I RN B

MALES.........ciiiiverininenins FEMALES. ...
1986(b) 1991 1996 1986(b} 1991 1996
rate rate rate rate rate rate
Age (years)
i5-19 2.4 19 1.0 15.2 8.5 5.5
20-24 63.4 46.6 30.1 1120 82.4 55.7

I R R T I R T e I I R I IR R N L

{a) Per 1,000 population of single persons, of the appropriate ages, as at 3¢ June for each
year shown.

{b) These rates have been affected by late registrations in NSW.
Source: Marriages and Divorces, 1996 (Cat. no. 3310.0).
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Births

Australia’s total fertility rate has been falling over the last two decades, reaching its lowest
recorded level in 1996, at just under 1.8 children per woman. At the same time, there has
been shifting of fertility to older ages,

AS a consequence, young women's contribution to the toral fertility rate has declined.
Berween 1976 and 1996, the proportional contribution of wormnen aged 20-24 vears
declined from 31% 1o 18%, and for 15-19 year-olds, from 9% to 6%.

2.6 AGE-SPECIFIC BiRTH RATES(a}

Rate
150
-

A 1996

/ \ o 1988
100
50
0 .

r T T T 1 T 1

15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49

Age group (years)

(a) Per 1,000 women.
Source: Births, Australia, 1996 (Cat. no. 3201.0)

Although young women are being represented in lesser proportions in birth statistics, a

relatively high number of ex-nuptial births are to mothers aged under 25 years.

In 1996, women aged 20-24 years accounted for 33% of all ex-nuptial confinements.
Teenage mothers accounted for 16% of ex-nuptial confinements, compared with 3% of

all confinements.

Trends in ex-nuptial births are also consistent with high proportions of de facto
relationships among young people. The prevalence of lone mothers (42% of mothers
aged 15-24 years) indicates that children born to young mothers are much less likely to

have a resident father than children born to older mothers.

2.7 TOTAL CCNFINEMENTS, Age and nuptiality—1986

CRL L R I R I R R R L I I R R L)

Alt Ex-nuptial

confinements.......... confinements.........
Age group (years) no, % no. %
19 and under 12 429 5.0 11 202 16.3
20-24 44 421 17.7 22 B84 33.3
25 and over 193 513 77.3 34728 50.5
Tatal 250 383 100.0 68 B14 100.0

LR R O R R I B A 2 I I I I R R L L e T YA e

Source: Births, Australfa, 1996 {Cat no. 3301.0)
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YOUTH MOBILITY

Young people are more likely than older people to move residence. In 1996, 36% of
20-24 year-olds had moved from one residence to another in the last year, compared
with 15% for persons aged 25 years and over. The need to pursue education in
centralised urban institutions, entry to the full-time workforce and changing family status
have played a part in the increased mobility of young people. However, for many of
these people, especially the 15-19 years age group, these moves were associated with

the movement of their families, rather than steps towards independent living.

The 1992 Survey of Families in Australia found that over haif of the young people who
had moved within the previous five vears (51%) had moved from their last usual
residence for family reasons, Most commonly, the main reason for moving was to be with
or near their family (30%), particularly for 15-19 year-olds—54% of them had moved for

this reason,

Only 8% of 15-24 year-olds reported moving to be independent of their family. Another
10% of young people who had moved did so to form their own partnerships, either by
marrying or establishing a de facto relationship.

Employment and education purposes, respectively, had motivated 8% and 6% of young

people 1o move. Housing choices motivated another 13%.

2.8 MOBILITY OF THE POPULATION, Age—1996

P T T R N A R I AP BT A PN BEEE A B I

Age group
25 and
15-19 20-24 over
% % %
Moved in previous year 19.9 36.1 14.7
Moved 1-5 years ago 20.0 22.4 246
Did not move 51.7 31.2 53.1
Other(a) B4 10.3 7.6
All persons 100.0 100.0 100.0
‘000 ‘000 ‘000
All persons 12871 13419 i1
431.3

I I S L I N R I SR B LI A I R I L B B

{a) Inctudes overseas visitors, Australian residents who were overseas one or five
years ago, and not stated.

Sourcer 1996 Cansus of Populatioh and Housing (unpublished data)
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HOUSING

Type of tenure

Homeless youth

Few young people own or are purchasing their home. Most commonly, they live
rent-free with their parents, or are renting. Socio-economic factors, such as family, labour

force and educational status are important determinants of the tenure of youth housin o2

In the 1994 Australian Housing Survey, 6% of 15-24 year-olds were purchasing their
home. Employed young people were more likely to be purchasing their home (8%) than

unemployed youth (2%) or those not in the labour force (3%).

Overall, one-guarter of young people were renting their homes, while 21% were
boarders and nearly half (47%) were living rent-free. Most youth who were not in the

labour force were living rent-free (71%).

2.9 YOUTH, Tenure type and |labour force status—1994

Purch- Rent  Totaf(ah.............
Owner aser  Renter Boarder free

Labour force status % % % % % % ‘000
Employed 0.7 85 283 259 36.4 1000 1569.3
Unemployed *0.6 2.3 28.2 235 443 1000 3395
Not in labour force *0.4 31 17.1 8.2 70.8 1000 738.7
All youth 0.6 6.2 25.3 20.6 47.0 100.0 28473

LI R R B I T T T T P A v 43 amm o o N

{a) Includes 'other tenure types.
Source: 1994 Australian Housing Survey, unpublished data.

The 1995 House of Representatives Report on Aspects of Youth Homelessness (the Morris
Report) argued that young peopie may be regarded as homeless—if they are living
without family assistance, either with no accommodation; in temporary, or emergency

accommodation; or in other longer term supported accommodation.

Over recent years, many estimates have been advanced of the numbers of young
Australians who are homeless. After reviewing evidence, the Morris Report concluded
that, in May 1991, there were between 15,000 and 19,000 homeless aged 12-24 years.
Focusing on 12-18 year-olds, the report found that the number of homeless in this age
group had doubled from 8,000-10,000 a night in May 1991 to 21,000 in May 1994.

The Supported Accommeodation Assistance Program (SAAP) funds the provision of
transitional supported accommodation and related support services to homeless people.
Young people constitute one of the major target groups for the program. The SAAP
National Data Collection report for July to December 1996 estimated that 47,100
separate clients reccived support on one or more occasions in the six-month period,
Chients aged 13-19 years were the single largest group, comprising 20% of all clients.
Those aged 20-24 years constituted 16% of the total.

i N N L R R R T T T T T T T T T
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Indigenous youth
In the 1996 Census, 63,800 Indigenous youth were living in private dwellings. Only 22%
were living in dwellings which were owned or were being purchased by the household,

compared with 59% of zll Australian youth.

Over two-thirds (68%) of Indigenous youth in private dwellings lived in rented
accommodation, compared with 36% of all Australian 15-24 vear-olds. Of those who
were living in rented accommodation, most lived in accommodation provided by State

or other government housing agencies (33%) or by community organisations (24%).

2.10 HOUSEHOLDS WITH YOUNG PEOPLE, Tenure type—1996

.
o

Being purchased . - - - - R LT EREREREE 0

Renied - private -------- R LR EEEE TR & O

Rented - State/ |
Housing authority
] #® ndigenocus youth
Aenfed - Community/ o —-

£o-op housing group O an youth

T T T T T T T
4] 10 20 30 40
%

Source: 1996 Census of Pepulation and Housing (unpubiished data).

In the 1994 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Istander Survey, 31% of Indigenous
young people living in private dwellings reported that their dwelling did not satisfy the
needs of the household. Most commonly, the dwellings were in need of repair, or lacked
enough bedrcoms or living area. Indigenous youth in rural areas expressed the highest
level of dissatisfaction with their dwellings (46%).

Housing affordability
One measure of housing affordability is the proportion of income which is consumed by
housing costs. In 1994, 45% of young income units (see Glossary) were spending more
than one-quarter of their income on housing costs, compared with 29% of income units

where the reference person was aged 25 years or over.

Housing costs had most impact on young one-parent income units. Almost one-third
(30%) of these had weekly housing costs which were more than half of their income.

This group also had the lowest mean weekly income ($274).

PR R P AP YN AR A AN T AR AR AR AT AR EE T AN SR RRN PR ENET TP ER IR AN LSRN TR FPEIINAT IS NI ST SAr AP TR ETEEEE
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Housing affardabitity continued

Young couples without dependents had the highest mean weekly housing costs ($149)
of any of the income unit types, but they also reported the highest mean weekly income.
Their capacity for dual incomes, and shared costs is reflected in the lower proportion of

these income units whose housing costs exceed 25% of their income (26%).

2.11 YOUNG INCOME UNiTS(a), Housing affordability—1994

SRR R T E LT E RS A RV YA R PR R R AT AT ARV AN A AN Y P AR P AR AT AN AR A A o

INCOME UNIT
L £ 24 SO OO
Weekly housfng costs as a Couple  Couple with One- Lone  Aff income
proportion of income only  dependents parent person  UfitS................
% % % % '000s %
More than 25% 26.4 57.3 62.6 45.4 2849 448
More than £0% *3.4 *9.2 30.0 13.6 833 131
$ 3 $ 3 $
Mean weekly income ($} 856 550 274 358 430
Mean housing costs ($} 149 138 09 77 91

WA R E AT E LR RE Y AV LS LA TR ETAAY A AR Y A N R A A AT AL e m oo

Seurce: 1994 Australian Housing Survey funpubiished data)

L N N N N R R R R T T T T T T T T T
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ADDITIONAL TABLE

2,12 INTERNATIONAL COMPARISONS, Marriages and births
CRUDE MARRIAGE  TOTAL FERTILITY AGE-SPECIFIC BIiRTH
RATES(@)..covrrrenes RATE(BY. . ccoaoen RATES{C).veeanriiiiiinrnnnnnn,
15-19 20-24
years years
Refererce Reference Reference
Courntry year rate year rate year rate rate
Australla 1996 5.8 1596 1.8 1996 20.1 64.6
Canada 1994 5.4 1992 1.8 1890 25.8 83.3
France 1992 4.7 1992 1.8 1991 9.1 73.2
Greece 1984 5.7 1992 1.4 1992 18.9 79.9
Hong Kong 1993 7.0 1993 1.2 1993 6.8 42.2
Indonesia 1986 7.4 1952 3.1 r.a n.a. n.a.
Haly 15594 5.0 1594 1.3 1981 8.0 49.7
Japan 1954 83 19493 14 1993 39 41.2
Korea {Republic of) 1993 7.0 1993 1.7 1993 4.0 73.2
Malaysia n.a. na. 1892 3.7 1980 185 123.9
New Zealand 1994 8.3 1892 21 1992 338 95.3
Papua New Guinea n.a. n.a 1892 4.9 n.a. n.a. n.a.
Singapore 1994 8.4 1994 1.8 1954 7.6 48.8
Sweden 1933 39 n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.
United Kingdomn 1993 59 1593 1.8 1883 30.9 81.8
United States of
America 1993 2.0 15892 2.1 1581 635 116.7

LI I I O A L L T R I T R I N 2 T I T I A BN )

{a) Per 1,000 of pepulation.

{b} Represents the number of children a worman coutd expect to have in her lifetime given the fertility
pattems prevailing at the time,

{e) Per 1,000 women.

Source: Marriages and Divorces, Australiz, 1996 (Cat. no, 3310.0), Births, Australia, 1986
{Cat. no. 3301.0)
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CHAPTER 3

HEALTH RISK FACTORS

1988-90 and 1995

HEALTH ............... e e i

Overall young people are the healthiest group in the population. This is because while
serious illness may occur at any time during a persons life, prevalence rates for most
illnesses increase with age. Mortality rates also increase with age, particularly in older age
groups. However, young people's future health is affected by their health related
behaviour. Young people's life style and health-related behaviour is also responsible for
much of their mortality, with almost three-quarters of all deaths among young people

being the result of accidents, poisoning, or violence.

In the 198990 and the 1995 National Health Surveys, risk factor data was not collecred
for all 15-24 year-olds, so the following data on health risk factors report on a subser of
the youth population—18-24 year-olds (see the Glossary for a description of Alcohal
consumption, Body mass and Exercise levels).

Generally, in the five years to 1995, the health risk factors of young people improved, as
was the case with people aged 25 years and over. The proportion of 18-24 year-olds who
drank alcohol at medium or high risk levels declined from 14% to 9%. Similarly, the
proportion who smoked fell from 36% to 30%.

The proportion of those aged 25 years and over who smoked also fell over time, due to
an increase in the proportion who had given up smoking. However, among 18-24
year-olds, the decrease in smokers was due to an increase in the proportion who had

never smoked.

Higher proportions of young people are exposed to health risk factors than those aged
25 years and over. In both 1989-%0 and 1995, greater proportions of young people
smoked and had medium or high risk drinking levels than older people. Young people
were more than twice as likely to be underweight as oider people.

L R R T I
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3.1 SELECTED HEALTH RISK FACTORS

..... WA U S h v s N AR s SR P AY IV A LAY A LT AR LT AT AT R A AN

1989-90........... 1995,
1824 25 years 18-24 25 years
Health risk factor years  and over years  and over

I N R N R R R o R I R L R A R

% % % %
Smoker status
Smoker B0 27.0 30.2 22.7
Ex-smoker 104 25.8 11.7 30.0
Never smaked 53.7 47.4 58.1 47.4
Alcohol consumption
[id not drink 3686 37.7 45.5 44.4
Low risk 496 51.7 45.2 47.5
Medium risk 7.9 6.6 5.3 5.2
High risk 6.0 4.0 4.0 3.0
Exercise fevel
Did not exercise 253 377 25.5 35.4
Low 31.7 323 34.4 341
Medium 19.1 16.2 18.9 16.8
High 24.0 13.8 21.2 13.7
Body mass
Underweight 221 29 17.7 7.4
Acceptable weight 53.0 47.3 47.9 40.5
Qverweight 159 30.0 17.0 316
Obese 3.7 9.6 4.9 119
Not stated/not known 5.3 3.2 125 8.7
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
000 ‘0G0 000 ‘000
Total 1937.3 105088 18118 114781

L R R L R O L R RN N

Source: National Health Survey, Lifestyle and Health, 1989-90 (Cat. no. 4366.0), 1995
MNational Health Survey {unputlished data).
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Male/female differences
Int 1995, rates of smoking were higher among young men than young women (32%
compared with 28%). However the gap between males and females is considerably less
for 18-24 years olds than for those over 25 years. While rates of smoking have generally

declined, this is much less so for young women.

The proportion of young women who did not drink alcohol in the previous week was
considerably higher than young men (51% compared with 40%). Furthermore young
men were almost four times more likely to drink at high risk levels than their female

counterparts.

In general, men aged 18-24 years exercised more than women of the same age, although
this gap decreased as age increased. Twice the proportion of young men were exercising
at high levels as young women (28% and 14% respectively).

In 1995, 26% of young women were underweight and 16% were overweight. In
comparison, 27% of young men were overweight or obese. Excess weight or obesity was
more prevalent among both men and women over the age of 25 than among young

people.

3.2 SELECTED HEALTH RISK FACTORS—1995

L R I I I R e I I S S ST IR TP

MALES............ FEMALES........
1824 25years 1824 25 years
Health risk factor years  and over years and over
% % % %
Smoker status
Smoker 32.2 26.4 28.1 18.1
Ex-smoker 10.2 38.2 13.3 24.0
Never smoked 57.6 37.4 58.6 56.9
Alcohol consumption
Did not drink 397 333 51.5 55.1
Law risk 49.8 56.2 40.5 390.1
Medium risk 42 57 6.4 4.6
High risk 6.4 4.8 1.7 1.2
Exercise fevel
Did not exercise 23.7 353 27.4 35.5
Low 288 30.2 40.1 37.9
Medium 19.3 17.4 18.5 16.2
High 282 171 14.1 10.4
Body mass
Underweight 9.4 33 26.3 11.2
Acceptable weight 52.8 388 43.0 42.3
Overweight 220 40.1 11.7 23.4
Obese 5.2 12.1 4.5 11.8
Not stated/not known 10.7 59 14.4 11.3
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
LI R R R I N L L BN N I I I R
‘000 4,003 ‘000 ‘000
Total 969.5 56213 942.3 58589

R R R A I R o L I I R N I A

Source: 1995 National Health Survey (unpublished data).
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Relationship with self-assessed heaith status

Generally, young people had a more positive perception of their health status than those
aged 25 vears and over. Most 18-24 year-olds considered themselves to be in good
health or better (30%). Among the population aged 25 years or morg, 81% thought they
were in good, very good or excellent health. Young men were more likely to consider

their health to be very good or excellent than young women (65% compared with 57%).

Youth reporting a health risk factor generally assessed their health as poorer than those
who did not report that risk factor. Among 18-24 year-clds, 55% of those whao did not
exercise, 43% of those who were obese, 47% of current smokers, and 50% of high risk
drinkers, assessed their health status as excellentvery good, compared with 62% of this

age group as a whole.

The reverse can also be observed—greater proportions of non-smaokers, those who did
not drink, and those with high exercise levels, were reported as being in excellent or

very good health.

3.3 YOUTH, Health risk factors and self-assessed health status—1995

P e L T T R N N AR I B S I

SELF-ASSESSED HEALTH STATUS..............

very
Health risk factors Excelfent good Good Fair FPoor TOtA, covniiierveraes
% % % % % % ‘00
Smoking
Current smoker 10.9 380 365 145 2.0 1000 577.2
Ex-smoker 18.0 40.9 30.5 10.0 *0.7 1000 2240
Never smoked 278 420 239 5.8 0.5 1000 11105
Alcoho! consumption jevel
Did not drink 268 374 28.0 71 0.7 100.0 869.5
Low risk 231 41.2 27.9 6.8 11 100.0 884.0
Medium risk 221 359 321 85 *1.3 100.0 100.9
High risk 18.4 314 35.2 132 *1.7 100.0 7.3
Exercise level
Did not exercise 17.0 35.3 30.2 12.0 21 100.0  487.2
Low 18.1 40.3 3ar.3 9.9 0.7 100.0 &57.1
Medium 211 43.4 17.8 7.8 0.9 100.0 361.8
High 329 42.4 146 4.8 0.3 100.0 405.7
Body mass
Underweight 20.3 389 29.2 10.3 1.2 100.0 3390
Acceptable weight 25.1 42.0 5.4 6.9 0.6 1000 9155
Overweight 18.9 388 30.0 10.6 Q.7 100.0 324.2
Obese 9.6 315 38.9 17.0 2.9 100.0 93.3
Not stated/not known 17.8 380 333 9.2 1.8 1000 2398
Total 21.5 40.1 28.5 89 1.0 100.0 19118
‘000 ‘000 ‘000 ‘000 ‘000 % 000
Total 8724 1083.2 T14.0 215.0 25.7 100.0 19118

BN AR R AT AR s e A AV A TAET AT AN LS AR TA T AT AT AN AES AT AN

Source: 1995 National Health Survey (unpublished data).
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MEDICAL CONDITIONS

Recent illness

In 1995, almost two-thirds (63%) of all young people reported having a recent medical
condition in the two weeks prior to interview, although most were relatively minor
ailments. More young women (69%) than young men (58%) reported recent medical
conditions. This was also true among the total population—73% of all females, and 65%
of all males reported a recent condition.

Headache was the most common condition reported—by 17% of youth. It was also the

most commonly reported condition for all people.

The next most frequently reported recent illness conditions were asthma (8%), the
common cold (6%), dental probiems (5%), hayfever (4%), and influenza (4%). Of these

six leading conditions, four were respiratory conditions.

The prevalence of most conditions was greater among young women than young men.
However, young men were more likely to report dislocations and strains, bruising and

crushing, and open wounds.

3.4 YOQUTH, Recent illness{a)—1995

Maies Females Persans
Type of condition % % %
AP RS u AR AT ARSI d A d o T AT AR TR R TSRS EY AT AR P A T AL IR TSR AN AR e ko
Headache 131 20.3 16.6
Asthma 7.8 8.5 a1
Common cold 54 7.3 £.3
Dental probiems 38 5.3 45
Hayfever a8 37 37
Influenza 3.3 4.2 3.7
Acne 3.0 35 33
Cough or sore throat 2.4 2.4 2.8
Dislocations, sprains, strains 35 18 2.7
Disorders of menstruation — 56 27
Eczema, dermatitis 1.5 38 2.7
Sinusitis 16 2.3 1.9
Back trouble 1.8 2.0 1.9
Migraine 0.6 2.0 1.3
Bums and scaids 11 1.4 1.2
Bruising and crushing 1.3 10 1.2
Herpes 0.5 15 1.0
Open wounds 1.1 0.9 1.0
Youth who reported a recent medical condition 57.9 68.1 63.4
Youth who did not report a recent medical cendition 42.1 30.9 36.6
Totat youth 100.0 100.0 100.0

L R R I R A I I I A L R P E R T e

() Only the mast commonly reported conditions are shown. Persons may have reported more than one type
of recent condition and therefore components may not add to the totals shown.

Sowrce: 1995 National Health Survey (unpublished data).
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Long-term canditions

In 1995, almost two-thirds (66%) of young people reported a medical condition which
had lasted or was expected to last 6 months or more, aithough many of these were sight
disorders which were corrected by wearing glasses. In common with the total
population, more women aged 15-24 years (71%) reported long-term conditions than
young men (61%)(see Long-term conditions in the Glossary).

The next most common long-term conditions affecting voung people apart from sight
disorders (myopia, hypermetropia and astigmatism) were conditions relating to the

respiratory system (hayfever, asthrna and sinusitis).

Sight disorders were reported in much greater proportions by young women than young

men.

3.5 YOUTH, Leng-term conditions(a)—1995

LR R R R I I I ]

Males Females Fersons
Type of condition % % %
e v as s e s iab e T A et Rt e ab oY s Attt B ot T s e st At ahbubEdnnar
Hayfever 17.0 19.7 18.3
Myopia/Short-sighted 1%:9 212 16.5
Asthma 139 i5.8 i4.8
Sinusitis 7.5 10.4 89
Hypermetropia/far-sighted 55 12.3 8.8
Altergy (unspecified) 5.4 7.8 6.6
Astigmatism 2.4 4.4 34
Bronchitis’emphysema 2.4 4.2 33
Deafness {complete or pariial) 3.0 2.6 23
Eczema, dermatitis 17 2.8 22
Arthritis 1.2 a0 21
Back trouble (unspecified) 19 1.8 1.9
Migraine 0.9 1.9 14
Varicose veins 0.5 21 1.3
Hypertension 1.0 1.4 1.2
Youth whe reported a long-term medical condition 81.0 70.7 65.8
Youth who did not report a iong-term medical condltion 39.0 29.3 34.2
Total youth 100.0 100.0 100.0

L R R I I R L LI T T R L AL BN

{a} Only the most commonly reported conditions are shown. Persons may have reported more than one type of
recent condition and therefore components may not add to the totals shown.

Sourve: 1995 National Heaith Survey (unpublished data).
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HEALTH-RELATED ACTIONS
In both 1989-90 and 1995, about 70% of 15-24 year-olds reported that they had taken a

heaith-related action in the two weeks prior to the survey, compared with more than

80% of older people.

The most common health-related action taken by young people was use of medication
(65% in 1989-90; 62% in 1995). Additionaily, nearly 17% of young people consulted a
doctor in 198990, and 19% in 1995, Similar patterns were observed for people aged
25 years and over,

Young people were more likely to have had a day off from schoot or work than their
otder counterparts (in both 1989-90 and 1995).

3.6 HEALTH-RELATED ACTIONS(a)

AR AR IR AT AYALF ST AN A Ay SR E AT A LR AT L AT A AN AY AR R AL A

1589-90....... 1995.............

15-24 25 years 1524 25years

years and over years  and over

Type of action % % % %

L N N I I R R R R I N N N I I

Medication use(b) 64.5 76.0 62.2 76.4
Doctor sonsultation 16.5 21.8 18.7 25.9
Days off work/school 11.3 4.8 10.7 5.5
Consultation with other health professional 8.3 .8 9.3 10.7
Other health-related contact{c) .. .. 6.9 4.4
Dental consultatian 4.8 4.8 5.1 5.4
Days of reduced activity 83 105 4.7 6.6
Casualty/emergency/outpatients visits 26 2.6 2.8 29
Day clini¢ visit(c} .. .. 1.3 1.7
Hospitalisation 0.9 1.1 0.5 0.9
Porsons who took action(d) 859 80.2 70.4 81,2
Parsons who took no action 301 19.8 296 188
Total persons 1000 100.0 100.0 160.0

LR R e R T Y

(a) Taken in the two weeks prior 1o the survey.

(B) Inclugdes vitaming, minerals and natural and herbal medicines,

{¢] Not collected in 168990,

{d Persons may have taken more than one action, therefore components may not add to totais.

Source: National Health Survey, Health-related Actions, Austrafia, 1989-90 (Cat. no. 4375.0),
National Health Survey, Summary of Resuits, Australia, 1995 (Cal. no. 4364.0).
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CAUSE OF DEATH

In 1996, there were 1,817 deaths among 15-24 year-olds. Male deaths (1,405) far
outnumbered female deaths (412}, a ratic of over 3 male deaths for every female death.

Three-quarters (76%) of all deaths among young men and over half (56%) of deaths
among young women were from accidents, poisonings and violence. Most of these were
from motor vehicle accidents or suicide, accounting for 30% and 22% respectively of all

deaths among young people.

In contrast, among pecpie aged 25 years and over, only 6% of all male deaths and 3% of

all female deaths were from accidents, poisonings and violence.

Other common causes of death among yvouth in 1996 were neoplasms (mainly canger),
which caused 7% of deaths among 15-24 year-olds, and mental disorders

(predominantly drug dependence) {(6%).

Among older people, the major causes of deaths were diseases of the circulatory system
{predominantly heart disease), and neoplasms.

3.7 LEADING CAUSES OF DEATHS({a)—1996

LI R R L I L I I A I LT I N I I o N

MALES........... FEMALES........
15-24 25 years 15-24 25 years
Cause years  and over years  and over
% % % %

Accidents, poisonings and violence (extemnal causes)
Motor vehicle accidents 31.0 1.3 289 0.6
Suicide and self inflicted injury 25.0 2.4 136 0.7
Other 18.6 28 151 16
Total 75.6 6.3 55.6 3.0
Neoplasms 5.7 301 109 26.8
Mental disorders 6.5 2.1 5.6 35
Diseases of the nervous system and sense organs 3.6 2.1 5.6 25
Diseases of the circulatory system 2.7 40.4 4.4 46.3
Congenital anomalies 1.4 0.1 3.4 0.2
All other causes 4.6 188 146 188
Total deaths 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
ne. noe no na
Yotal deaths 1 406 65 488 #12 59 158

L R I T R I I N R I I I R I I BN R N N TSR

(a) Includes only most commen causes of death, for 1524 year-olds.
Source: Causes of Death, Australia, 1996 (Cat. no. 3303.0).

P R R N A R R R R R I I R R R N R R R R I I R I R N I N A I N R I I AT AU R Y

36 ABS » YOUTH, AUSTRALIA: A SOCIAL REPORT » 4111.G » 1987



CHAPTER 3 ¢« HEALTH

ML R R e I N I R R E R E R R R T I T I N T

Suicide
Youth suicide rates are lower than for some other age groups. In 1996, male suicide rates
were highest among 25-44 year-olds, and those aged 75 vears and over. For females, the
highest incidence of suicides was in the 45-54 years agE: group. However, because
deaths amang young people are relatively infrequent, suicide is the second most

common cause of death in 15-24 year-olds, after motor vehicle accidents.

In the last 20 years, age-specific suicide rates among young men have risen although
there have been some fluctuations from year to year. In 1996 the rate was 25 deaths
per 100,000 of the population, two and a half times the rate in 1978,

For young women, rates have fluctuated over the peried due to the small numbers

involved and no significant trend is evident.
Suicide rates for young males are 4-6 times greater than for young females.

3.8 SUICIDE RATES(a)

MALES........... FEMALES........
1524 Alt 15-24 At
years persons years persons

Year rate(a) rate(b) rate{a) rate(b) -
1978 10 16 4 7
1982 19 17 3 6
1988 21 19 5 &
1987 24 22 6 &
1988 28 21 4 [}
1989 24 20 3 5
1990 27 20 4 5
1891 27 21 8 6
1992 27 21 6 5
1993 25 19 4 4
1994 27 21 4 5
1995 5 21 6 5
1966 25 21 4 5

L I L I T T T B e P

{2) Age-specific death rates per 100,000 of mid-year population for
each relevant year.

(D) Per 100,000 of mid-year popuiation for each relevant year.

Source: Suicides, Austraiia, 1982-92 (Cat no. 3309.0), Causes of
Death, Austraila (Cat. no. 3303.0).
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Urban/rural rates of suicide
Suicide rates among young men living in rural areas continue to exceed those of young
men in urban areas (see Urban/rural in Glossary). In 1986 the age-specific suicide rate in
rural areas was 24 deaths per 100,000 males aged 15-24 years, compared with a rate of
20 in urban areas. In 1995, after increases in suicide levels in both regions, the male
youth suicide rate in rural areas was 34 deaths per 100,000 males, compared with the

urban rate of 24.

Suicide rates among urban and rural young women were comparable in 1995, at around
6 to 7 deaths per 100,000 of population—this similarity in level can generally be
observed through the 1990s.

3.9 YOUTH, Suicide rates(a)

Rate
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— — Females, urban

- - - Females, rurai

{a) Age-specific death rates per 100,000 of mid-year population for each relevant year.
Source; Cause of death statistics (unpublished data).
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INDIGENOUS YOUTH

Health-related actions

Within the Indigenous youth population, more males considered themselves to be in
excellent health (27%) than did females (19%). Indigenous females most commonly
(40%) regarded their health as being good, whereas males most commonly stated their
health was very good (34%).

Despite the well documented health disadvantages of Indigenous persons in Australia,
similar proportions of young Indigenous males and females stated that they were in fair
or poor health (8% and 7% respectively), as did all Australian youth in the 1995 National
Health Survey (8% of males and 9% of females). As a general rule, however, care should
be exercised when comparing data from the 1994 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Survey and the 1995 National Health Survey due to differences in the way in
which self perception questions on health are interpreted.

In the 1994 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey, only 38% of Indigenous
youth reported taking any health-related actions in the previous fortnight. In the 1995
National Health Survey, 70% of all young people reported that they undertock some
kind of health-related action in the preceding fortnight, although the more extensive list
of responses available in the 1995 survey might partially explain this difference.

As with the total youth population, use of medication was the most frequently reported
health-related action among Indigencus youth (25%). Neatly 16% of Indigenous youth
had consulted a doctor, and about one in eight (12%) reported reducing their daily

activities.

Among each of the health-related actions reported, Indigenous youth were less likely to
take an action than the total Indigenous population.

3.10 INDIGENQUS PEOPLE, Health-reiated actions{a)—1994

L R R R R R R N N I N R R R R

15-24 All

years persons

% %

tsed medication 249 321
Consulted dactor 158 188
Reduced daily activities 120 126
Visited emergency/outpatients clinic 8.8 7.8
Consulted nurse 4.8 5.3
Consulted Aboriginal Health Worker 4.2 6.0
Used bush medicine 36 3.7
Admitted to hospital 1.8 2.5
Persons who took action{b) 379 444
Persons who took no actlon 621 558
Total persons 100.0 100.0

L I I N LI I I A R vamw

(&) Taken in the two weeks prior to the survey.
(b} Peaple may have reported more than one type of action.

Source: National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey
1954: Health of Indigenous Australians (Cat no. 4395.0}.
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PARTICIPATION IN EDUCATION

Over recent years educaticnal policies have focused on the demand for a better
educated labour force, Correspondingly, educational choices for individuals have been
increasingly viewed as determinants of career paths, or insurance against the risk of
unemployment. Consequently participation in education beyond the compulsory
atrendance age of 15 years (16 years in Tasmania) has increased steadily since the late

1980s.

In September 1988, 1,174,600 young people were attending educational institutions,
representing 44% of the 15-24 year-old population. In 1996, 1,358,300 young peopie
(51%) were attending educational institutions (see table 4.13).

The participation rate for persons aged 15-19 years increased from 66% in 1988 to 75%
in 1996. Participation increased at both the secondary and tertiary levels. The increase in
participation among persons aged 20-24 years (from 20% in 1988 to 29% in 1996) was
due almaost entirely to greater participation at the tertiary level.

Full-time school students

In 1996, there were 624,000 full-time school students aged 15-19 years. Above age 15
(16 in Tasmania), when schooling is no longer compulsory, participation rates tend to
decline. In 1996, 92% of 1S year-olds were full-time school students. In comparison the
rate declined to 80% for 16 year-olds and 59% for 17 year-olds. Participation rates were
also higher for females than for males (50% compared with 47%}.

4.1 FULL-TIME SCHOOL STUDENTS—1996

P R T I I I e e I N A A B R B N B N N ]

MALES.......... FEMALES....... PERSONS......

Partici- Partici- Partiei-

pation pation pation

rate rate rame

Age (vears) ‘000 % 000 % 000 %
B e w oAb s AR ST AR ST AT AT AR AN AR Y N4 ARFSETAY PR YA S s Ao

15 1212 91.0 117.0 893.3 238.2 92.1

16 986 77.0 1601.2 83.0 200.8 78.9

17 721 55.3 77.9 63.1 150.0 58.1

18 16.2 12.4 135 10.9 28.8 11.7

18 29 2.2 23 18 5.2 2.0

Total aged 15-19 ysars 312.0 475 319 50.2 8240 48.8

I R R R N o A N I I I LI I B I G T B B L

Source: Schoofs, Australia, 1996 (Cat. no. 4221.0)
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Apparent retention rates to Year 12

In the late 1970s, apparent retention rates (see Glossary) to Year 12 were typically
around 35% overall. Throughout the 1980s considerable increases occurred in retention
rates, particularly among students attending government schools. Increasingly, students
completed the highest level of secondary schooling. In 1980 the apparent retention rate
to Year 12 was 34%, but by 1990 it had increased to 64%. The rate continued to increase
sharply, peaking at 77% in 1992.

Having reached a peak in 1992, Year 12 retention rates have since declined, falling to
71% overall in 1996. The female rate (77%) has remained substantially higher than the
male rate (66%).

Over the last 20 years the increase in Year 12 apparent retention rates has been mare
pronounced among females than males, with the retention rates for females consistently
higher than for males. In 1980 the female retention rate was five percentage points
higher than for males (37% for females and 32% for males). This difference grew to
twelve percentage points in 1990, when the retention rates were 58% for males and 70%
for females.

The increase in retention rates throughout the 1980s and early 1990s has been attributed
to a number of factors including changing labour markets, increased financial assistance
for Jow income families, the abolition of unemployment be;eﬁts for 16 and 17 year-olds,
changes in attitudes to girls' education, and major changes to secondary schoal curricula

which encouraged students to complete the senior years of school.

4.2 APPARENT RETENTION RATES TO YEAR 12

Yo

~ 100

- 80

- 20

r T T T T T T -0
1975 1978 1981 1984 1987 1950 1993 1996

Saurce: Schools, Austrafia (Cat. no. 4221.0)

Analysis of the decline in retention rates since 1992 has been recently conducted by
Lamb (1996), who reperted that the downturn in school completion rates varies among

the States and is more pronounced in government schools. Using data from the
Australian Youth Survey, Lamb's analysis indicated that the decline in school completion

M I I R R N I I L R L L N T T T
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Apparent retention rates to Year 12 cornitinyed

has been greater for males in rural areas and for males from unskilled manual

backgrounds.
Lamb has suggested reasons which may account for these trends, including:

® growth in the range of vocational education and training opportunities offered by
TAFE colleges and other training providers;

B anincrease in the number of available apprenticeships and traineeships following an

improvement in the economy;

® increased reliance on direct entry to the labour market as the employment situation
improved;

® 3 declining perception among young people of the economic and social value of
staying on at school.

Indigenous youth

School participation rates for Indigenous young people decline significantly with age and
remain below those for the population as a whole.

In 1994 the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey reported that 81% of
Indigenous 15 year-olds were still at school. This was considerably lower than the
participation rate of 92% for all 15 year-olds in the same year.

After age 15, the participation rate for Indigenous students fell away more rapidly than
for all students. For 16 and 17 year-old Indigenous youth the school participation rates
were 57% and 31% respectively, compared with 80% and 60% for all 16 and

17 year-olds in 1994.

Indigenous females were likely to remain at school longer than Indigenous males. For
15 year-olds, the school participation rate for males was 77% compared with 86% for
females, but by age 17. the rates were 29% and 35% respectively.

4.3 SCHOOL PARTICIPATION RATES—1994

P N R R R R R R N I R e R R R R T

INDIGENOUS

PERSONS{a}.............. ALL PERSONS(D).......

Males Females Persons Males Females Persons
Age {years) % % % % % %
15 17 86 81 91 94 92
16 49 &4 57 77 83 80
17 29 35 31 56 63 860
18 4 7 & 14 12 13

(a) 1994 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey.
{b} Schools data collected August 1994.

Source: National Aboriginal and Torres Strait istander Survey, 1994: Detaiied Findings
{Cat. no. 4190.0); Sehools, Australia, 1994 (Cat. no, 4221.0)
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Despite the recent decline in school retention rates, there continues 1o be strong

demand for places in educational institutions, which include schaols, higher education

establishments, colleges of technical and further education, and public and private
colleges.

In May 1996, more than three-quarters {78%) of 15-19 year-olds and 35% of
20-24 year-olds had applied to enrol in educational institutions. The majoriry of these

applications were successful, with just 2% of 15-19 year-olds and 1% of 20~24 year-olds

failing to gain placement for 1996.

Furthermare, the majority of young people who were successful in gaining places in

educational institutions for 1996 took up their places immediately. Only 2% of males and

3% of females in both the 15-19 years and 20-24 vears age groups chose to defer their

places in 1996.

4.4 EDUCATIONAL ENROLMENT STATUS—May 1996

L R I R N I I I O I PR

LABOUR FORCE

SEX............ STATUS..........ceeeees
Mot in

Emp-"Onemp-  fabour Al
Males Females ioved loyed  force youth

15-19 YEARS
% % % % F . %

Applied to enrol for 1996

Studying in May 1996 73.0 750 63.0 501 93.2 74.0
Deferred placement 18 28 35 42  +0.2 22
Unable to gain placement 18 1.8 2.4 45 *0Q2 1.7
Did not apply to enrot for 1996 238 20.6 31.0 41.3 8.5 221
All parsons aged 15-19 years 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
‘000 '000 ‘000 ‘000 ‘000 000
Ali parsons aged 15-19 years  €51.2 £20.7 5825 152.2 8271 12718

20-24 YEARS
% % % % % %

Applied to enrof for 1996

Studying in May 1996 31.7 31.4 270 244 553 31.5
Deferred placement 2.3 28 2.4 65 *0.7 2.6
Unable to gain placement 1.4 1.2 1.2 *2.8 0.6 1.3
Did not apply to enro| for 1996 64.8 84,7 §9.3 683 434 64.6
All persons aged 20-24 years 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
000 ‘000 ‘003 '000 ‘000 ‘D00

All persons aged 20-24 years 707.8 6911 10237 1385 236.6 1398.9

L S A R R R R R R N I N R R T

Source: Transition from Education to Work, Austrafia, May 1996 {Cat. no, 6227.0)
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Attendance at post-secondary educational institutions

Higher education

In 1996 there were 663,500 young people undertaking post-secondary or tertiary
education, Of these, 56% were in higher education and 36% were attending technical
and further education (TAFE) institutions. The balance were attending business colieges,
industry skills centres or other educational institutions (sec table 4.14).

Alcthough nearly two-thirds (65%) were attending tertiary institutions full-time, the
propertion of full-time students varied by the type of institution. Of those in higher
education, 87% were full-time, compared with 36% of those at TAFE.

There were proportionally more people aged 15-19 years studying full time than people
aged 20-24 years, The propoertions who were studying full-time or part-time also varied
with age group. Almost all 15~19 year-olds who were in higher education (95%) were
studying full-time, compared with 83% of 20-24 year-clds. Nearly three-quarters (73%) of
20-24 year-old TAFE students were studying part-time, whereas a smaller majority (54%)
of 15-19 year-old TAFE students were part-time.

Also more male TAFE students than female TAFE students studied part-time. In 1996,
64% of 15-19 year-old male TAFE students and 79% of 20-24 year-olds were studying
part-time. Only 39% of fernale 15-19 year-olds at TAFE were part-time students, while
64% of female 20-24 year-olds were studying part-time.

Following the increases in school participation and retention rates noted since the early
1980s, there has been a substantial increase in the numbers of young people
subsequently undertaking higher education courses.

According to the Department of Employment, Eduation, Training and Youth Affairs
Higher Education Student Collection, the number of students aged 19 years and under
who were enrolled in higher education award courses increased by 54% over the ten
years from 1986 to 1996. The number of 20-24 year-old students increased by B0% aver

the same pericd.

Much of this growth stems from greater female participation in higher education. In
1986 more young men than young women were enrolled in higher education courses,

but by 1996, 15-24 year-old women outnumbered their male counterparts.

The increase in female enrolments has been most pronounced for 20~24 year-olds. The
nurnber of females in this age group who were enrolled in higher education doubled in

the ten years 10 1996.

L R R R R R A I I R I o I I I R I N I R R R R S I R I )
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4.5 HIGHER EDUCATION STUDENTS—1986-1996
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Source: DEETYA, Sefected Higher Education Student Statistics, 1996

EDUCATION AND WORK
Many young people undertzking further education are also in the labour force. In 1996,
70% of 15~-24 year-olds who were studying at a tertiary institution for a recognised
educational qualification were alsc employed either full-time or part-time, or
unemployed (se table 4.15).

In 1996, the largest proportion of 15-24 year-old male students who were also employed
were studying for a skilled vocational qualification (38%). A further 37% were studying
for a bachelor degree. Of those not in the labour force, nearly three-quarters (74%) were
studying for a bachelor degree.

Among young female tertiary students, half of those who were also employed were
studying for a bachelor degree compared with 63% of those not in the labour force.

For more information about those combining full or part-time work with full or parn-time
study, please refer to Chapter 6.

Vocational education and training
Many young people undertake vocational education and training courses to equip them
with practical work-related skills. Vocational courses run by TAFE institutions and private
training providers are increasingly seen as providing young people with the skills needed
by employers. According to data compiled by the Nationa! Centre for Vocational
Education Research (NCVER), 39% of all TAFE clients (students) enrolled in vocational
courses in 1996 were aged 15-24 years.

Young males make up 4 larger proportion of TAFE clients than young females. In 1996,
22% of all TAFE clients were 15-24 year-old males, compared with 17% for 1524
year-old females. This contrasts with the pattern among older TAFE clients, with males
and fernales aged 25 years and over contributing 30% each to the total number of clients.

lotu--a.---.o-:otu--aono.---a-q..-.c.---.---.o-.--o-o-c...-u--.g-a-un--oooo---a--o.---.--..
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Apprentices

Over the past decade, the number of young people in apprenticeships has fluctuated. In
1986 there were 132,800 15-24 year-olds in apprenticeships. These numbers rose to
170,300 in 1989 and thereafter declined, reaching a low of 108,000 in 1994, However,
since 1994, the number of apprentices has gradually risen, and in 1996 there were
122,300 young people in apprenticeships.

Overall, apprentice numbers declined by 8% in the ten years to 1996.

A decade ago, the majority of apprentices were aged 15-19 years. In 1986 there were
99,500 15-19 year-old apprentices representing 74% of all apprentices. In 1996, however,
just over half (54%) of apprentices were aged 15-19 years (a total of 67,800).

Females continue to be under-represented among apprentices. Between 1986 and 1996
the proportion of apprentices who were female increased by only one percentage point,
from 11% in 1986 to 12% in 1996,

4.6 APPRENTICES BY AGE GROUP—1986-96
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Source; Transition from Education to Work, Australia (Cat. no. §227.0)

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT

Educational attainment among 1519 year-clds is low, since many teenagers are still
studying. In May 1996, of the relatively few who had completed post-school
qualifications (4%}, most had completed basic or skilled vocational qualifications.

Nearty three quarters of 15-19 year-olds (73%) were still studying, the majority still at
school. Almost a quarter (23%) of the age group had left school but not enrolled in

tertiary studies.

Older youth are more likely to have acquired post-school qualifications, having had time
since leaving school to complete a post-secondary course. In 1996, 41% of
20-24 year-olds had obtained a post-school qualification.

Among 20-24 year-clds, just over one-fifth (21%) had completed either a skilled or basic
vocational qualification, 9% had gained an undergraduate or associate diplomna, and 11%
had completed a bachelor degree or higher.

LR R R R R N N R R N R N N N Y R R R R L R R T T I s
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4.7 EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT—May 1996

L I R R I L R R N R T R T

15-19 20-24 25-64
years years years

Educational attainment % % %

L A R R T T T

With post-schoot quallfications

Higher degree *0.0 *0.1 21
Postgraduate diploma 0.0 0.8 26
Bachelor degree *0.0 10.1 10.1
Undergraduate diploma *0.0 17 33
Asscciate diploma 0.7 6.9 6.6
Skilled vocationa! qualification 1.2 12.2 16.2
Basic vocational 23 8.8 8.7
Total 4.1 40.6 47.7

Without post-schoo! qualifications
Completed highest level of schoo!

Attending tertiary in May 1996 17.7 19.8 12
Not attending tertiary in May 1996 8.4 17.3 12.4

Did not complete highest level of school
Attending tertiary in May 1996 5.7 2.4 14
Not attending tertiary in May 1996 14.7 19.5 37.2
Total 46.5 B9.1 52.3
Still at school 49.4 *0.3 0.0
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

L A R I B T T I

Source: Transition from Education to Work, Austratia, May 1596 (Cat. no. §227.0)

Indigenous educational attainment

The level of educational attainment of Indigenous youth, while below that for all

Australian youth, has increased over time,

In 1994, slightly more than one quarter (27%) of Indigenous 15-24 year-olds had left
school prior to Year 10, compared with more than half (53%) of older Indigenous

people.

A higher proportion (13%) of Indigenous yauth had completed schooling to Year 12
level, when compared with Indigenous people aged 25 years and older (4%).

e A i B I T I I I
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Educational aspiration

4.9 INDIGENCUS PERSONS, Educational attainment—1994

PR I R R T I R R R R e L R RN

25 YEARS

15-24 YEARS................... AND OVER

Levef of attainment Maies Females Persons Fersons
v e hsa e b tana s as tE I as e N RN EBR IRV IIRE IR I YRR AL Oy
% % % %

Sitill at school 19.2 220 208 *0.1
Below Year 10 312 23,4 27.4 52.7
Year 10 259 31e 29.3 25.0
Year 12 12.4 128 12.6 3.7
Past-school qualifications 10.3 101 10.2 18.5
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Total s 30.5 62,5 122.2

B R KA AR PA YA ETEA P RT PR ERY AT AT AN AT P T AR TR IR LR

Source; National Aboniginal and Torres Stralt Islander Survey, 1994: Austraiia’s Indigencus
Youth {Cat. no. 4157.0)

It is not always possible for young people to take advantage of educational
opportunities. In the 1992 Survey of Families in Australia, many young people not
studying reporied that they would like to undertake further study. Others were studying
part-time, but wished to study full-time. It was estimated that 155,400 15-19 year<clds
and 410,800 20-24 year-olds fell into these categories.

For those aged 15-19 years, the reasons most often reported as barriers to education
were the lack of availability of education facilities or places (35%) and inability to afford
the costs of education (24%). Among 2(0-24 year-olds, obstacles to education commonly
included an economic need to keep working (22%), the costs of education (21%), and

difficulties posed by working hours (21%).

While 22% of young people reported that they were unable to undertake study due to a
lack of educational facilities, courses or places, it should be noted that many of these
may not have applied to study. The proportion of applicants who are unsuccessful in
gaining a place in an educational institution is very low. In 1996 just 2% of

15-24 year-olds who applied to study failed to gain a place (see table 4.4).
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LITERACY

4.10 YOUTH EXPERIENCING BARRIERS TO EDUCATION(3)—1992

TE AN LT AT P AT I AV A a YA E Y E ey e a LY P Ve e mn R R

15-19 20-24 15-24
years years years

Reasons % % %

M A A e R R R R R E L T T

Family reasons

Caring for children *4.3 7.7 6.7
Other domestic/family responsibilities(b) 2.0 4.8 4.0
Other reasons
Cannot afford to stop working 12,6 221 19.5
Cannot afford education costs 24.1 21.3 221
Own ill health/disability *1.5 *1.6 16
Business/work hours 104 20.7 17.9
Education facilities/courses/places not available 346 17.3 221
No particular reason *4.5 5.9 55
Other reason 22.3 18.1 19.3
Total experiencing barrier to education(c) 100.0 100.0 100.0

‘000 ‘000 ‘000

Total axperiencing barrier to education(c) 1554 410.3 588.2

A R I TR T R O

{a} Comprises those persons not studying who wanted to study and persons studying
part-time who wanted to study full-time.

{b} Includes caring for sick, disabled or elderly relatives,

(c) Persons could report multiple reasons for not studying and therefore components 1o not
add to total.

Source: Focus on Families: Education and Empioyment (Cat. no. 4421.0)

In today's society people require considerable literacy skills in order to read,
comprehend and apply information from a range of sources.

According to a 1996 survey of Aspects of Literacy, young people had higher levels of
literacy than older people. However, the proportion of 15-19 year-olds with good to very
good literacy skills (Level 4/5) was below that for 20-24 year-olds, and for persons aged
25 years and over, on all three literacy scales of prose, document or quantative literacy.
For example, 12% of 15-19 year-olds were at the highest level on the quantitative scale,
compared with 20% of 20-24 year-olds and 18% of persons aged 25 years and over. This
may be because many teenagers have not yet completed their education, and their
literacy skills are still developing (see table 4,16).

Among older youth, there were consistently larger proportions of 20-24 year-olds than
of older persons at the highest level of kiteracy skills. On the prose scale, 22% of

20-24 year-oids were at Level 4/5, compared with 17% of persons aged 25 years and over.
On the document scale the proportions at the highest skill level were 18% and 16%
respectively,

-c.-u-uooc.‘ouc--..-o-cn-a.tc---'o..o--.-ao.ou--o-n.g.----c-..-.o;-n-oco--n-ooao------c¢-.-
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4.11 PROPORTION AT HIGHEST LEVEL ON EACH LITERACY SCALE-—-1996

D/O
a5

#1519 years
a0 % 20-24 years
M 25 yaars and ovar

25
20
15
10
5
0

Prose Document Quaniilative

Literacy scale

Source: Aspects of Literacy: Assessed Skilf [evels, Australla, 1896 {Cal. no. 4228.0]

The literacy performances of males and females aged 15-19 years were sirnilar on the
document scale, but there were some interesting differences on the prose and
guantitative scales, On the prose scale, there were proportionally more 15-19 year-old
females than males at Levels 2, 3 and 4/5. Consequently the proportion of teenage males

with very poor skills (Level 1} was higher than that of females (20% compared with 10%).

On the quantitative scale, however, the proportion of 15-19 year-old males at the
highest level of literacy (15%) exceeded the proportion of 15-19 year-cld females at the
same level (8%). At Levels 1, 2 and 3 there were proportionally fewer males than females
in the 15-19 years age group.

Among 20-24 year-olds there was a similar but less pronounced pattern of differences
between males and females on both the document and quantitative scales. On the prose
scale, however, there were larger proportions of females at the higher leveis of literacy
(70% of females at Levels 3 and 4/5, compared with 57% of males). Furthermore, there
were proportionally fewer 20-24 year-old males with very poor literacy skills (11%) than
there were in the 15-19 years age group (20%).
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ADDITIONAL TABLES

4.12 EDUCATION PARTICIPATION RATES

AR A I I R e R R R R R T ]

15-19 20-24
years years 15-24 years.....
Year % % % ‘D00

L e T T S

ATTENDING SECONDARY

1988 48.8 0.3 25.3 683.5
1689 48,1 *0.2 24.8 875.4
199Q 48,7 0.4 24.9 678.9
1891 52,0 06 25.8 706.2
1992 53.3 5 25.8 704.8
1993 53.8 G5 255 692.0
1594 54.5 0.3 259 667.4
1895 54.1 0.7 26.6 686.1
1996(a) 54.1 *0,4 26.1 694.8

LI R N ] L R R R e R LR R

ATTENDING TERTIARY

1988 17.2 19.2 18.2 4911
1989 18.7 21.1 19.9 541.0
1990 18.8 218 20.3 553.6
1991 19.3 246 23.0 801.4
1992 19.9 259 23.0 .630.1
1993 20.3 285 23.6 640.0
1994 19.4 25.8 22.8 614.4
1995 19.6 27.7 23.7 645.5
1996 205 26.0 24.9 683.5
TOTAL
1988 66.0 19.5 435 1174.6
1989 66.8 21.3 44.7 1216.5
1990 67.4 223 45.2 12325
1991 71.3 252 47.9 1307.6
1992 73.2 26.4 48.8 13349
1993 74.1 27.0 49.2 13320
1994 74.0 26.3 48.7 13118
1995 73,7 283 50.4 133186
"1996 74.6 204 51.0 1358.3

L R I R I I T I L P

(a) 1996 figures differ from Table 4.1 due to different source data.
Source: Participation in Fducation, Australia (Cat. no. 6272.0)

.nt'loolllnl-t..I.IcllQ.nC‘IIDal.b..o..c-lblo--..cn.a.g.llboannulocllon‘lo.lll.otb.ull.tuu.
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4.13 POST-SECONDARY EDUCATIONAL ATTENDANCE—1996

15-19 20-24 15-24
years years years
‘000 ‘000 'G00
MALES
Higher education
Full-time 53.0 996 152.6
Part-time 4.4 17.8 22.2
Totai 57.4 117.5 174.8
TAFE
Full-time 251 i6.4 41.5
Part-time 43.7 619 105.6
Total §8.7 78.2 1470
Other{a) 9.6 106 20.2
Attenaing post-secondary
Full-time 828 117.6 200.1
Part-time 53.1 888 142 0
Total males attending post-secondary 1357 2064 342.0
FEMALES
Higher education _
Full-time 57.3 1027 1701
Part-time 19 231 251
Totat 69.3 1259 195.3
TAFE
Full-time 278 171 451
Part-time 17.7 30.7 483
Totaf 45.5 47.8 93.5
Other(a) 1.2 215 327
Attending post-secondary
Full-time 101.7 1269 2285
Part-time 24.6 68.5 93.0
Total females attending post-secondary 126.0 1854 3215
4 4 B v aF an AW ey I e AR U Fe Y AN A EE NI EENEE AT YO FET R AT P
PERSONS
Higher education
Full-time 120.3 2025 322.7
Part-time 6.3 411 47.3
Total 126.6 2435 370.1
TAFE
Full-time 53.1 336 86.6
Part-time £1.3 82.5 1839
Total 114.3 126.2 2405
Other(a) 2086 32.2 52.9
Attending post-secondary
Full-time 184.1 244.2 4285
Part-time 77.5 157.4 235.0
Total attending post-secondary 261.7 401.9 663.5

R L I T R R e R I I N B L A R L B B

(a} Includes business colleges, industry skilts centres and other educatonal institutions.
Source; Participation in Education, Australia, September 1696 (Cat. no. 6272.0)
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4.14 TERTIARY STUDENTS, Course and labour force status—19986

R e L B T T T

LABOUR FORCE STATUS........ovvveieevevvenn

Course Emp- joyetd  Unemp- ioyed  Not in fabour Total
fevel force

;c.v-x-.u-.-¢.-..¢.sn.-.’«¢x-...¢.¢.-.noa¢4..-.-no.--a--.uo.wc..

MALES, 15-24 YEARS

% % % 000

Postgraduate diploma or higher 35 *2.4 *2.9 10.6

Bachelor degree 26.8 44.6 73.7 156.0
Undergraduate diploma 4.2 *2.0 *3.0 11.8
Associate diploma 14.0 21.3 8.2 41.4
Skilled vocational 378 20.9 5.0 88.4
Basic vocational 3.1 *8.8 *3.8 12.2
Total male tertlary students 100.0 100.0 100.0 322.8
a..d.-..'a#-‘!-a‘latdbt‘xasb-qansah-Al»

‘000 ‘000 ‘GO0 ‘000

Total male tertiary students 204.3 249 93.4 322.6

FEMALES, 15-24 YEARS -

% % % ‘000

Postgraduate diploma or higher 6.9 *18 *3.3 16.0
Bacheior tlegree 50.4 53.1 63.2 161.9
Undergraduate diplorna 5.6 *8.7 5.0 16.3
Associate diploma 15.6 *18.1 15.2 46.0
Skilled vocationat 13.0 *76 7.4 32.3
Basic vocational 7.5 *a5 *4.3 19.5
Total female tartiary students 100.0 100.0 100.0 296.8
‘000 ‘000 ‘000 ‘000

Total female tertiary students 1835 22.4 80.9 296.8
II....U!".C'll.l'l.'h"""‘.‘.'l.'.l"..‘.dl‘ll!.‘db!--r"‘.-

PERSCNS, 15-24 YEARS

% % % ‘000

Postgraduate diploma or higher 5.1 *2.1 31 268
Bachelor degree 432 48.6 685 316.8
Undergraduate diploma 4.8 *4.2 4.0 281
Associate diploma 14.7 18.8 11.7 87.4
Skilled vocational 26.2 14.6 8.7 120.7
Basic vocationai 5.2 8.7 4.0 317

Total tertiary students 100.0 100.0 100.0 6819.4

Total tertiary students

A I B T T I O R

‘000 'C00

387.8 47.3

000

184.3

‘000

619.4

e A e R R R R T T

Source: Participation in Education, Austraffa, September 1996 (Cat. no. 6272.0)
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4,15 LITERACY, Assessed skill levels—1998

R R R E R I L R I L I A B I L S L I N S L ..

Level 1 Level 2 Ltevel 3 Levef 4/5 Total oo

Sex and age (years) % % % % % ‘000

P L E R T I R A I I I R A R B B

PROSE SCALE

Males
15-19 196 29.8 373 13.4 100.0 622.3
20-24 11.2 323 37.5 19.0 100.0 693.1
25 and over 22.3 27.4 34.4 15.9 1000 52917
Females
15-19 9.7 311 42.8 16.4 100.0 593.3
20-24 7.8 216 46.4 24.2 100.0 6748
25 and over 208 27.0 335 18.6 100.0 53453
Persons
15-19 14.8 30.4 40.0 14.9 1000 12156
20-24 a5 27.0 419 216 1000 13680
25 and aver 216 27.2 339 17.3 100.0 10637.2
DOCUMENT SCALE -
Males
15-19 132 3186 396 156 100.0 622.3
20-24 9.1 27.7 41.4 218._. 1000 693.1
25 ang over 20.4 26.2 355 17.9 1000 52917
Females
1519 10.7 2340 418 135 100.0 593.3
2024 29 24.3 459 20.9 100.0 &749
25 and aver 23.0 28.9 337 13.3 100.0 53453
Persons
15-19 12.0 328 40.7 14.6 100.0 12156
20-24 9.0 26,0 436 21.3 100.0 1368.0
25 and over 17.4 28.0 346 15.6 1000 10637.2
QUANTITATIVE SCALE
Males
15-19 15.7 329 B4 15.0 100.0 6223
20-24 10.4 24.6 42.4 226 100.0 §93.1
25 and over 184 23.2 336 223 100.0 52917
Females
15-19 17.1 37.4 37.2 8.3 100.0 593.3
20-24 11.2 28.8 42.4 19.6 100.0 674.9
25 and over 2286 294 34.2 138 1000 53453
Persons
1519 16.4 351 36.8 11.7 100.0 12156
20-24 10.8 28.7 42.4 20.1 100.0 1368.0
25 and over 20.5 26.3 35.1 18.0 100.0 106372

AP ST R AT PAT R A R AY AT AT I IR R A Y ETATT AT A4V IR YA

Source: Aspects of Literacy: Assessed Skill Levels, Australia, 1996 {Cat. no. 4228.0)
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LABQUR FORCE STATUS

Age

WORKING LIFE

In recent years substantial change has been taking place in the youth labour market,
Although employment is fundamental for young people to become financially
independent, many of the new jobs available are part-time or casual and may offer little

in the way of career opportunities,

Accompanying these changes is the loss of full-time job opportunities, particutarly in the
manufacturing industries. The unemployment rate among young people is consistently
higher than for alt persons. Associared with this is the increased participation in

education and deferral of entry to the full-time workforce.

In August 1997, two-thirds of all 15-24 year-olds (67%) were in the labour force, the
majority of whom (84%) were employed.

Fewer young women were in the labour force than young men (65% com pared with
69%), and they were also more likely to be in part-time employment. Of employed
young women, 50% were working part-time compared with 31% of employed young
men (see table 5.16).

5.1 YOUTH, Labour force status—August 1997

Employed
Full-time f--------- ... e o R Y
Parttime ---cocooooe ®- - -0
Unemployed
Ful-time |- ---Q---@

Part-time |-- €D

Not in labour foree |- ------c-oo i ® O

. . - .
0 200 400 600
‘G0

® pfales

O Females

Saurce: Labour Force, Austratia, August 1997 (Cat. no. §203.0).

Young peopie's labour force status varies with age as they make the transition from
full-time study to full-time work. Among 15-19 year-olds, 53% were in the labour force,
compared with 80% of 20-24 year-olds.

For young people in the labour force, the unemployment rate was higher for
15-19 year-olds (19%) than for 20-24 year clds (14%). In comparison, only 7% of people
aged 25 years and over who were in the labour force were unemploved.

cc.-qaan-o-------..----.--o»o-.--.-c-s--..-c..-.-.............g.........-........-;..........
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Age continued

LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION

Many 15-19 year-olds were studying full-time, and were therefore more likely to be
employed part-time (348,500, or 63% of employed 15-19 year-olds) than full-time
(204,900). Nonetheless, among unemployed 15-19 year-olds, more were looking for
full-time work (56% or 74,900} than part-time work (44% or 57,8003,

Many 20-24 year-olds were either in full-time employment or were locking for full-time
work. Nearly three times as many 20-24 year olds were employed full-time (687,600)
than were employed part-time (254,300}, and among those who were unemployed,
more than five times as many were looking for full-time work (127,300) than were

looking for part-time work (23,500).

5.2 LABOUR FORCE STATUS AND AGE—-August 1997

Employed
FUIEME | - oo oooooeee oo e e o
Part-timg | oo -0 ®

Unemployed
Full-ime | ----- e -C -

Part-time goq

Not in labour force | - ---ocoee oo Gorrmrmr e
T b T T T T T T
0 200 400 600 800
'000
L 15-19 years
O 20-24 years

Source: Labour Force, Australia, August 1997 (Cat. no. §203.0).

Over the 15 years to 1997 the extent of labour force participation by young people has
fluctuated, particularly for teenagers (see table 5.17). While participation among the totai
population increased from 60% in 1982 to 62% in 1997, labour force participation among
15-19 year-olds declined by six percentage points (from 59% 1o 53%).

A major factor in this decline has been the increased participation in education among
this age group and consequent delayed entry into the labour force. At the same time, for
those in the labour force, there has been a shift from full-time to part-time work.

P R R R R R I R R A L I I T I I I R R R R R R N R ]
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5.3 LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE

%

~ 100
- 75
W -
— 15-1% years
20-24 yaars
-— — Total poputation
L 28
I T T T T =1
1982 1985 1888 1991 1994 1997

Source: Labour Force, Austrafia (Cat. no, 8203.0).

in the 15-19 years age group, participation rates for males and femaies have been similar
over the last 15 years. -

Among 20-24 year-olds labour force participation rates are higher for males than
femaies, reflecting withdrawal of women from the labour force associated with child
bearing. However due to increased education participation and delays in partnering and
hirth of the first child, the gap between men and women has decreased over time.

For males aged 20-24 years, the labour force participation rate declined from 89% to
84% over the 15 years to 1997. However, over the same period female participation in

the labour force among this age group increased, from 70% to 75%.

5.4 LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE

o/ﬂ
r 100

- 80

— Males 15-19 yrs
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r T i 1 T 1
1982 1985 1988 1991 1994 1997

Source: Labour Force, Australia (Cat. no. 6203.0).
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Age
For 15 year-olds, participation in the labour force was higher in August 1997 than in
August 1982 (31% compared with 27%). This increase has been associated with a
substitution of fulltime work for part-time employment. In August 1982, 12,500
15 year-olds were employed fuil-time. By 1997, this number had fallen to 1,800, while the

numbers who were emploved part-time increased 0 55,100.

Unemployed voung people aged 15-17 are more likely to be secking part-time work
than full-time work. This pattern reverses at age 18 with the completion of school.

As a result of increased educarional attendance, the labour force participation rates for
young people between the ages of 16 and 22 years were generally lower in 1997 than

they were in 1982,

5.5 LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE, Age

%
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Source: Labour Force, Austrafia {(Cat. no. B203.0).

Indigenous youth

According to the 1994 National Aboriginal and Torres Scrait Islander Survey, Indigenous
youth reported lower rates of labour force participation than those for all Australian
youth (sce table 5.18). The participation rate for male Indigenous 15-24 year-olds was

69%, compared with 73% ameng all males in this age group.

This difference was attributable to lower labour force participation by Indigenous
teenagers (52% for male [ndigenous 1519 year-olds, compared with 57% for all

15-19 year-old males). Indigenous males aged 20-24 years reported comparable labour
force participation rates (87%) with their counterparts in the total youth population
(88%).

Young Indigenous fernales are much less likely than all young females to be participating
in the labour force. In particular participation rates for Indigenous women aged

20-24 years were 24 percentage points lower than those for all women in this age group
(55% compared with 79%). This difference reflects the higher fertility among young
Indigenous women.

L R R R R R I R I R N R

58 ABS s YOUTH. AUSTRALIA: A B30CIAL REPORT » 4111.0 » 1967



CHAPTER 5 « WORKING LIFE

'dt!‘toll!I'!tlvv!'Il'v.Dbtuvvvbvahblvvouboo.s.-y......-...;.-.‘na......lq.¢.Q..q||..-‘....-.

Projected labour force participation

In the years to 2011, young people are expected to account for a declining proportion of
the total labour force, dropping from 21% in 1995 to 18% in 2011. This reflects not only
the ageing of the population, but also an expectation that overall labour force

participation by young peaple will continue to decline.

Among 15-19 year-olds, rates are projected to fall by five percentage points for both
males and females between 1995 and 2011.

The participation rate for young men aged 20-24 years is projected to decline by two
percentage points, aithough 20-24 year-old women are expected to increase their
participation by almost three percentage points.

5.6 PROJECTED LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATES

L N T N R N T T

1995 1997 1899 2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011

Age {years} % % % % % % % % %
'.0"‘0“"'!.!!‘-‘.Il..(.l(.‘.ll.lll(‘l’.i.ld&ﬁ‘l'.ltsi-0-
MALES
15-19 56.7 56.0 55.3 54.7 540 53.4 52.8 52.1 515
20-24 as.4 88.1 87.8 876 87.3 871 86,9 86.7 865
FEMALES
15-18 68.1 555 549 543 537 53.2 526 52.0 51.4
20-24 789 79.4 799 80.4 80.7 81.0 813 815 817

A B FA AL rnman A I R R T T

Source: Labour Force Projections, Australia, 1995-2011 (Cat. no. 6260.0).

EMPLOYED YOUNG PEOPLE
In 1957, 57% of alt young men and 55% of all young women were employed. Because
many teenagers were still studying, proportionally more 20-24 year-olds than
'15-19 year-olds were employed. Among 20-24 year-olds. 71% of males and 66% of
females were employed, compared with 42% for 15-19 year-old males and 44% for
15-19 year-old females.

In recent years, the proportion of young people working part-time has grown
significantly. In 1977 only 14% of employed young people worked part-time. By August
1997, half of all employed 15-24 year-old women and almost one-third (31%) of all
employed young men worked part-time.

Education and employment

A key characteristic of youth employment is the extent to which it is combined with
participation in schooling or tertiary education. In May 1996, half (1,343,100) of

15~24 year-olds were studying, mostly (81%) full-time, Of these students, 47% were also
employed, either part-time or full-time.

There were links between young peopile's educational participation and the nature of
their employment. Most part-time students (78%) held a full-time job. And while the
majority (55%) of full-time students were not in the labour force, 96% of those who were

S S i

employed, were working part-time,

--o-.----o-no-;o--.-.-r--n.-occ--o-c.-.no---.--...o-.on....-..-nn.»ta-c--nou.o-o-oo---co-..-.
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Education and employment continued

Educational attainment

As 15-19 year-olds were most likely to be full-time students (66%), so their employment
was predominantly {61%) in part-time work. In contrast, 20-24 year-olds were more

likely 1o be working full-time and studying part-time than their younger counterparts.

5.7 YOUTH, Educational attendance—May 1396

Yo

100 Empioyed full-fime
# Employed part-time

80 ¥ Unemployed
B Nol in labour forca

&0

40

20

a

Atending fuil-time Atlending part-time Not altending

Source; Transition frorm Education to Work, Australia, May 1096 (Cat. no. §227.01

Young people's employment options are closely linked with educational attainment. In
1996, among 2024 vear-olds, those with post-school qualifications had the highest
proportion in employment, while the lowest proportion was recorded for those who did

not complete high school.

5.8 20-24 YEAR-QLDS, Educaticnal attainment, fabour force status—1996

Post-school Completed Did not complete

qualffications........ high schodl.......... high school..........
Labour force status ‘000 % Q00 % 000 %
Employed full-time 3886 684 2379 458 151.2 49.4
Empioyed part-time 828 146 123.1 23.7 38.6 12.6
Unemployed 398 7.0 468 9.0 51.4 16.8
Not in the labour force 57.0 100 111.3 214 648 212
Total persons 568.2 100.0 519.1 100.0 306.1 1000

“he ks aw b a3 e rom LS I R R R R I P R R R R I A

Source: Transition from Education to Work, Austrafia, May 1996 (Cat. no. 6227.0}.

T R R R R O B I S e S N N R R I I A A R I R R A R N N Y

60 ABS « YOUTH, AUSTRALIA:

A SQOCIAL REPORYT » 4111.0 » 1887



CHAPTER 5 » WORKING LIFE

o..lntnn-q-'oIo.to.-.-ylatl--.bbs-n.'ov'Dolcol--...lo.s.a-;.u..o&c.t.h-cqq...a."u‘....n.-‘...

Educational attainment continued

Part-time employment was highest among those 20-24 year-oids who had completed the
highest level of schooling, but not yet obrained post-school qualifications. This was most
likely in association with attendance at tertiary institutions. Unemployment levels were
high among those who had not completed high school.

Occupation

Young people's occupations vary with their age. Many 15-19 year-olds have limited work
cxperience, or are combining study with part-time work. In 1997, 38% of those who were
employed were working as Elementary Clerical, Sales and Service Workers, and 20% as
Labourers and Related Workers.

With 20~24 year-olds, many young people have gained gualifications and work
experience, and are moving into fulltime employment, and their accupations reflect
this. In 1997, the largest proportion (22%) were employed as Intermediare Clerical, Sales
and Service Workers, with another 17% as Tradespersons and Related Workers. Higher
proportions of 20-24 year-olds were employed as Professionals and Associate
Professionals, compared with 15-19 year-olds.

5.9 EMPLOYED PERSONS, Occupation—August 1987

L N L] L R R R R O T I O T T T R P

15-18 20-24 25 years
Oerupation(a) years YOS and over
-v-olv.ue)(otd--co-oud.uns‘ascv-coo.ula‘&bvt--oocsu4’¢--¢»
% % %
Managers and Administrators *0.4 16 8.0
Prafessionals 1.3 117 18.8
Associate Professionals 3.0 7.6 11.7
Tradespersons and Related Workers 129 17.2 13.1
Advanced Clerical and Service Workers 1.5 5.0 4.8
Intermediate Clerical, Sales and Service 15.0 22.0 15.8
Workers
‘Intermediate Production and Transport Workers 7.8 7.8 9.5
Elementary Clerical, Sales and Service Workers 38.4 15.0 7.0
Labourers and Related Workers 18.6 12.0 9.4
All accupations 100.0 100.0 100.0
000 ‘000 000
All occupations 5534 941.9 6 820.2

LR R R R T L I I R T T S

(a) Based on the Austratian Standard Classification of Occupations, Second Edition.
Source: Labour Force, Austraiia, August 1997 (Cat. no. §203.0).
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tndustry
Between 1886 and 1996, the industry distribution of employed young people changed,
reflecting the increasing importance of part-time work in youth employment. Retail
trade, which emploved the highest proportion (24%) of working young people in 1986,

was even more predominant in 1996, employing 31% of working youth.

Orther industries with increased proportions of youth employment over the decade
included Property and business services (from 6% to 8%), and Accommeodation, cafes
and restaurants (from 4% to 8%). The proportion of 15-24 year-olds employed in
Manufacturing, 16% in 1986, had fallen to 12% by 1996.

5.10 EMPLOYED YOUTH, Industry of employment

L R A R R I N A I I A I A A I B P R N N I L B R A

1986 1996
Industry % %
Retaii trade 238 30.7
Manufacturing 158 © 116
Property and business services 56 8.4
Accommodation, cafes and restaurants 4.4 7.8
Construction 6.4 5.8
Heaith and community services 6.9 5.6
Wholesale trade 53 50 7
Personal and other services 38 3.8
Agricuiture, forestry and fishing 4.1 38
Finance and insurance 7.3 3.4
Education 3.1 3.3
Cultural and recreational senices 21 3.2
Transport and storage 38 2.8
Governrment administration and defence as 2.3
Commurication services 15 15
Mining 11 0.7
Electricity, gas and water supply 1.4 03
All employed youth 100.0 100.0

R R R R R R R I I I N e I I I )

Source: Labour Force Survey {unpubiished data).

Working conditions and arrangements
The working arrangements reported by young people were less flexible than those of
older employees. In August 1993, more than 72% of employed young men and women
had fixed hours, compared with only 64% of those aged 25 years and over.

Fewer 15-19 year-olds were entitled to a rostered day off, worked overtime on a regular
basis, or worked shiftwork in the month prior to interview, than workers of ather ages.
For 15-19 vear-olds, as with other age groups, men were more likely to have a rostered

day off than women.

Y R R R T R N o I I B R I R L I BN N R BN N B I )
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B.11 WORKING ARRANGEMENTS—August 1993

AP P AN o ma FED S E Y U T AR AC Y R M S RN AL L e L R L BT T R A S P

MALES.................... FEMALES.................

15-18 20-24 25 years 15-19 20-24 25 years
years years and over years years and over

L R I I I R TR T T P

% % % % % %
Start and finish times fixed 72.0 73.4 59.9 75.3 725 68.5
Entitled to a rostered day off 18.1 33.2 354 9.0 25.3 19.5
Overtime worked on a regular basis 16.7 30.8 119 10.9 220 25.8

Worked shiftwork in the tast four weeks 11.0 15.2 14.8 13.3 14,1 12,7

‘000 ‘000 jt0e] ‘0G0 ‘000 ‘000

Total employees 246.1 471.7 238010 2352 4461 21230

R FAF AW £ EF A2 AN s AN AT AY AR YA A PR LT AR e Ao an o na L R I S

Source: Working Arangements, Australia, August 1993 (Cat. No. 6342.0).

UNEMPLOYED YOUTH
Over the last 15 years, the unemployment rate among youngpeople has been higher
than the total unemployment rate for all age groups. In August 1997, the youth
unemployment rate was 16%, compared with 8% for all persons. Furthermore,

unemployed young people accounted for 37% of all unempioyed people.

5.12 UNEMPLOYMENT RATES

- ~ F 10

7~ Ve ~
/7 e — — / N
/ e Ve

™~ —= 15.19 years .

""" 20-24 years

— — All persons
r T T T T i 0

1982 1885 1988 1991 1994 1997

Source: Labour Force, Austrafia (Cat. no. 6203.0).
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UNEMPLOYED YOUTH continued

Any analysis of youth unemployment must take account of the significance of part-time

work in the youth labour market associated with education participation.

In August 1997, there were 283,500 unemployed young people and 45% of them were
20-24 year-olds who were looking for full-time work, The unemployment rate for these
young people was 16%. For those aged 15-1% years who were looking for full-time work,
the rate was 27%. This rate is considerably higher than that for 20-24 year olds because

fewer 15-19 year olds are in the full-time labour force.

An alternative measure of youth unemployment, which can assist in understanding the
impact of unemployment on the youth population, is the full-time unemployment
population ratio. This measure expresses, for any particular group, those unemployed
persons who are looking for full-time work as a proportion of the wtal population in the

same group.

En August 1997, 6% of the 15-19 year-old population were unemployed and looking for
full-time work, compared with 9% of all 20-24 year-olds, and 3% of the population aged

25 years and over.

5.13 UNEMPLOYMENT, Number and rate—August 1997

KMk P A YN YR TV LTS AU TS ETATREATAYY AT AL ST P ATA I EI P ATV A

15-1Syears........ 20-24 years....uen

‘000 % 000 %

Looking for full-time work 74.9 26.8 127.3 15.6
Looking for part-time work 57.8 14.2 235 8.5
Total unemployed 132.7 19.3 150.8 12.8

T R R N I I A I E N AR I N I I I R

Sowrpe: Labour Force Survey {unpublished data).

Indigenous youth
Unemployment was very high among Indigenous youth. In 1994, the unemployment
rates for males aged 15-19 years (48%) and 20-24 years (43%) were more than double
the rates for all Australian youth in these age groups. Indigenous females experienced
higher levels of unemployment than males, and their unemployment rates were also

more than deuble those of the total papulation of young females (se¢ table 5.18).

R R R R N R R NN R NN NN EE R
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Duration of unemployment

The duration of unemployment for young people was generally less than for older
people. In part this reflects their relatively recent entry to the labour force, especially for
15~19 year-olds, many of whom have recently left full-time or part-time education.

In August 1997, 21% of young unemployed people were classified as long-term
unemployed, having been unemployed for more than z year. In comparison, more than

one-third (37%) of those aged 25 years and over were long-term unemployed.

Among 15-19 year-olds, a higher proportion of females (16%) than males ( 13%) were
long-term unemployed. However, for oider youth, proportionally more males were
long-term unemployed (28% compared with 23% of unemployed females). The larter

was also the case for unemployed people aged 25 vears and over.

5.14 DURATION OF UNEMPLOYMENT—August 1997

R R R R R T T T O S,

MALES.................... . FEMALES..................

15-1% 2024 25years 1518 20-24 25 years

Duration of unemployment (weeks) years years and over years years and over
% % % T % % %

Under 4 20.1 130 11.3 241 225 16.2
4 and under 26 40.7 313 3086 38.4 342 324
26 and under 52 26.0 7.0 18.6 215 20.7 18.6
52 and over 13.0 281 3986 15.8 23.0 327
All unemploysd persons 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0
Al unempleyed persons 70.7 89.4 2877 61.9 61.4 193.5

TETAF AR TR AN AT TR kT ET AT TR AR N TR EEEY TN AL T A AR ET AT Ny

Source: Labour Force, Australia, August 1997 (Cat. no. 6203.0).

Job search experience
Many unemployed young people experience several episodes of unemployment. In July
1996, 15% of 15-19 year-olds, and 18% of 20-24 year-olds who were unemploved
reported that they bad two or more periods of looking for work in the previous twelve

months.

While age was not reported by unemployed young people as a major reason for not
finding work, lack of work experience was. In 1996, 14% of 15-19 year-olds and 18% of
20-24 year-olds reported this as the main barrter to finding work.

Other main difficulties reported included the lack of job vacancies, and lack of skills and
education.

A A A i I R R R R I R N R R R E T T T
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5.15 UNEMPLOYED(a), Job search experience—July 1996

B m R AP ¥ A Y RN AR WA a v R YTEEEEEYAEEAWEEEEENATEEEAAvATEEEEAwaw

15-19 20-24
Job search characteristics years years
% %

Numbert of periaods of looking for work(b)
One 85.0 822
Two or more 15.0 17.8

Main difficulty in finding work

Insufficient work experience 14.3 17.6
Lacked necessary skills, education 13.1 14.8
No vacancies at all 14.0 11.7
Too many applicants for available jobs 14.5 10.8
Na vacancies in line of work 6.6 10.6
Too far tg travel, transport problems 8.6 8.1
Considered too old or too young 6.9 5.5
Cther difficulties 116 13.9
No difficulties reported 105 8.7
Total unemployed i 100.0 100.0
‘000 ‘000
Total unemployed 129.5 126.4

T R T A T T R L T T R

{a) Exclutes persans whr have been stood down.
(B} In the previcus twelve months.

Source: Job Search Expenence of Unemploved Persons, Australia, July 1596
{Cat. no. §222.0).
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ADDITIONAL TABLES

5.16 LABOUR FORCE STATUS—August 1997

LA e L B I T O e

15-19 2024 Al 25 years
years yoars youth and over
MALES
‘000 ‘000 000 ‘000
Employed

Full-time 1328 398.2 530.8 386225
Par-time 136.1 96.1 242.2 3337
Total employed 278.7 4943 7730 39562

Uremployed, locking for
Full-time work 44.4 80.3 1247 273.7
Part-time work 284 91 355 13.9
Total unemployed 0.7 89.4 1601 287.7
Not in the labour force 3111 109.1 4202 1584.2
All males 660.5 B892.3 113533 5828.1
% % % %
Unemployment rate 20.2 15.3 17.2 6.8
Participation rate 529 84.3 68.9 o 72.8

FEMALES
‘000 ‘000 '00C ‘000
Employed

Full-time 72.3 289.4 3617 1663.3
Part-time 202.4 158.2 360.6 1200.7
Total empioyed 274.7 447.6 722.3 2 864.0

Unemployed, looking for
Full-time work 305 47.0 77.5 136.4
Part-time work 31.4 14.4 45.8 57.0
Total unemployed 61.9 614 1233 1935
Not in the labour force 291.7 166.8 4585 3049.8
All females 628.2 875.8 1304.1 6107.3
% % % %
Unemployment rate 18.4 12.4 146 6.3
Participation rate 53.6 78.3 64.8 50.1

L N I R R I N R EE E E R T T v oeoa

Source: Labour Force, Austrafia, August 1987 (Cat. no. 6203.0).

* WORKING LIFE
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5.17 LABOUR FORCE RATES

L R I A I I I I R e N R R R S

UNEMPLOYMENT PARTICIPATION
RATES................ RATES................
15-19 20-24 15-19 20-24
years years years years
Year % % % %
1582 16.6 10.2 59.3 79.6
1983 226 14.7 576 80.2
1984 208 125 57.3 80.6
1985 18.2 11.5 56,9 81,7
1986 191 112 5786 81.9
1987 18.7 11.6 556 82.6
1988 15.5 108 56.2 83.0
1388 13.7 7.9 582 83.4
1990 16.5 10.9 57.4 83.8
1591 210 14.6 52.9 81.9
1992 25.0 16.1 54,1 816
1993 23.0 16.1 515 B0.6
1994 203 13.8 528 813
1995 20.0 11.1 55.9 82.0
1966 19.5 11.9 57.1 82.3
1897 19.3 13.8 53.2 79.8

L R R I I R R R R R I I L I

Source: Labour Foree, Austratia (Cat. no. 6203.0).

5.18 LABDUR FORCE STATUS—1994

ok kW A E ke b e rd e o TR AR R TR AT AN AN WA Y AN Y AY A YA YK EY AT
MALES.......ciiuviinenis FEMALES................
15-19 2024 15-24 15-1% 20-24 15-24
years  years  years years  years  years
% % % % % %,

Indigenous youth
Unempioyment rate 48.0 427 447 52.7 500 512
Participation rate 51.7 87.2 89.1 429 54.9 49.0

All youth

Unemployment rate 259 184 19.¢ 260 14.4 18.9
Participation rate 5r.4 877 733 58.0 790 69.2

R I R R L ]

‘000 Q00 ‘000 000 ‘000 ‘000
All Indigenous youth 155 149 304 151 154 305
All youth 8553 7234 1378.7 624.1 709.7 13339

LI R R B R I R e IR T T T R I R S I I S S S I SRR R

Source : National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Isfander Survey, 1994: Detailed Findings
{Cat. no. 4190.0); Labour Force, Australia, March 1854 (Cat. no. 6203.0).
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INCOME DiSTRIBUTION

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE..........counon...

Young people have relatively low incomes, but are a diverse group in terms of their
education and employment status, their financial independence, and living
arrangements. Not all youth have income of their own. Many remain in fuli-time

education and rely on income support from their families.

[n recent years young people's incomes have declined relative to those of the total
population, as increased participation in education has delaved their entry into the

labour market.

Income is defined as regular and recurring cash receipts before deduction of tax or any
other items. It includes cash receipts such as wages and salaries, government pensions,
benefits and allowances. For those young people who receive financial support from
their parents, this is included as income only where reported by youth living outside the
family home. However, intra-household transfers where parents give financial support to

youth living within the household are not included as income.

In 199596, one in five young people received no regular income and more than half
(36%) of all 15-24 year-olds had a gross weekly income of less than $200. Those with no
income were most likely to be at the younger end of this age group. One-third (33%) of
15-19 year-olds received no income and a further 29% had a gross income of less than
$100 per week. Only one in ten teenagers received an income of more than

$300 per week.

6.1 INCOME—1995-96

FRE A K P A K £ KN AN A AN AN w At s N A A st e AR AN aan 46 F AL AL e s R

15-19 YEARS............ 20-24 YEARS............
Gross weekly income Males Femafes  Persons Males Females  Persons Alf youth
% % % % % % %
Nit(a) 34.8 31.2 33.0 8.0 6.4 6.2 19.7
$1-99 26.0 29.0 29.0 6.5 87 7.6 18.4
$100-199 165 20.0 18.3 17.9 17.1 17.5 17.9
$200-299 8.9 103 9.6 75 13.0 10.2 8.9
$300-369 6.7 7.1 6.9 12.8 16.6 14.7 10.8
$400-498 2.4 1.7 2.0 20.0 18.3 19.1 10.5
$500 and over 15 0.8 1.1 29.4 19.9 24.7 12.8
Total 100.0  100.0  100.0 1000 1000  100.0 100.0
A A N R I N R R R
‘000 ‘000 ‘000 ‘000 '000 '000 ‘000
Total 623.6 596.7 12203 700.4 8786 13789 2 599.2

R R I R R N I I e R N R R R I

(al Inziudes nil or negative income from alt sources.

Source: Survey of Income and Housing Costs {unpublished data).
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Indigenous youth
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Among 20-24 year-olds, a much smaller proportion (6%) had no income in 1995-96. A
further 8% had an income of less than $100 per week. However, more than half (58%) of
older youth had an income above $300 per week in 1995-96. A higher proportion of

males than femaies were receiving more than $300 per week (62% compared with 55%).

Low labour force participation and the high rate of unemployment among young
Indigenous persons are factors that contributed to low income. In the 1994 National
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey, more than half (56%) of Indigenous
15-24 year-olds reported receiving an annual income of $8,000 or less. Nearly

three-quarters (72%) received $12,000 or less per annum.

Correspondingly, few Indigencus young people (6%) received incomes of over $25,000.
In common with other Australian youth, many Indigenous 15-19 year-olds reported
receiving Jow incomes. In 1994, 40% received less than $3,000, with a further 35%
recetving less than $8,000. Among Indigencus 20-24 year-olds, 37% reported receiving
less than $8,000. '

In 1994, slightly fewer voung Indigenous females (54%) than males (59%) reported an
annual income of $8,000 or less. However, males were morsg Jikely to receive higher

incomes, with 19% of males receiving more than $16,000 compared with 13% of females.

AGE GROUP.., 15-24 YEARS.........

1519 20-24
Annual income years  years Males Females Persons
% % % % %
$0-$3,0C0 40.4 8.5 243 258 250
$3.001-$8,000 352 274 34.7 279 313
$8,001-%$12,000 119 192 13.0 180 155
$12.001-%16,000 58 157 76 138 107
$16,001-$25,000 43 182 11.2 9.2 102
Qver $25,000 *08 114 7.9 4.0 5.9
Totai 100.0 100.0 100.0 1600 100.0
Total 308 303 30.4 305 609

L I I I T R R R I T I R A N S Y

Source: Nationa! Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander Survey: Australia's indigenous Youth
{Cat, no, 4197.0),
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Median gross weekly income for all youth
The amount of income received by young people varies considerably depending on their

labour force status and whether or not they remain in education.

In 1995-96, 40% of 15-24 vear-olds were studying full-time and received a median gross
income of $39 per week. The lowest median gross weekly income ($10) was received by
the 55% of 15-19 vear-olds who were studying full-time. Mast of these young people are

dependent on their families for income support.

Those 15-24 year-olds, who were either not studying, or were studying part-time, had a
much higher median gross weekly income of $330. The amount of income received was
considerably higher for 20-24 year-olds ($396) than for 15-19 year-olds ($192).

Among young people not studying full-time, labour force status is the major factor in the
amount of income received, with older youth receiving higher incomes than their young
counterpans. In 1995-96, the highest median gross weekly income ($458) was received
by 20-24 year-olds who were employed full-time, while those in this age group who

were unempioyed or not in the labour force received $140 per week.

Among 15-19 year-clds who were not studying full-time, the lowest median weekly
income of $80 was received by those who were not employed, many of whom would
have been in receipt of unemployment benefits. They may also have received financial
support by way of cash and non-cash assistance from their families to supplement their
income.

6.3 MEDIAN GROSS WEEKLY INCOME—1995-96

R R RN L R L I +r e sarcrraraarany

15-19 YEARS 20-24 YEARS ALL YOUTH....

Median Median Median

gross gross gross

weekly weekly weekly

income income ircome

3 4 B3 AP VAR RS E AR FE AW NAI YRR AT I AR AR AT A F sk kT
% $ % $ % $

Studying full-time(a) 653 10 143 134 40.0 39
Not studying full-time(b) 34.7 182 85.7 396 60.0 330
Employed full-time 175 279 58.5 458 36.9 423
Employed part-time 6.4 152 10.5 254 8.5 228
Unemployed/NILF 10.8 80 186 140 147 110
Total 1000 61 100.0 350 100.0 1656

I T T T T T
(@) Studying full-time includes those still at school.

{b) Not studying full-time includes those not studving at all and those studying part-time.

Source: Survey of Income and Housing Costs (unpublished data).
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Average weekly earnings of employed youth
1n recent years real eamings for voung people have declined. Between 1985 and 1995,
the real average weekly earmings of 15-19 year-oids fell from $252 to $174 per week, and
those of 20-24 year-olds from $485 to $423 per week.

This fall is partly explained by the shift from full-time to part-time work. However, among
young people real average weekly earnings have also declined for both full-time and
part-time workers. Between 1985 and 1995, the eamnings of full-time employees declined
from $320 1o $300 per week for 15-19 vear-olds and from $511 to $487 per week for
20-24 year-olds. Real eamings for 20-24 vear-olds emploved part-time declined from
$259 to $203 per week.

Young people's earnings have also dropped relative to those of employees aged 25 years
and over. Overall, between 1985 and 1995, the average weekly earnings of youth
employed full-time relative to older fulltime workers has decreased from 48% to 45% for
15-19 year-olds and from 77% to 72% for 20-24 vear-olds.

6.4 AVERAGE WEEKLY REAL EARNINGS OF EMPLOYED YOUTH

PROPORTION OF

AVERAGE WEEKLY ADULT
EARNINGS........... EARNINGS(@)........
1985(b) 1995 1885(b} 1995
Employment status $ $ % %
15-19 YEARS
Employed full-time 320 300 48.4 44.6
Employed part-time a7 85 333 34.4
Total 15-19 years 252 174 42,1 29.6
20-24 YEARS
Emplayed full-time 511 487 77.3 72.5
Employed part-time 255 203 a8y 73.6
Total 20-24 years 488 423 81.0 71.9

{a) Adult eamings were the earnings of employees aged 25 years or over.

(b} 1985 eamings adjusted to 1995 dollars using the CP{ weighted average over the eight
capital cities.

Source; Labour Force Survey, {(unpublished data).

SOURCES OF INCOME
The diversity among young people in terms of their dependency status and their
employment/student status is reflected in the different sources of income received. Many
young people, particularly those at the younger end of the age range, have no income of
their own and are dependent on their families for financial support. Some receive
income from paid employment while others rely on government cash benefits as their

main source of income.

Of those still at school or studying full-time in 1995-96, one-third had no income and
were most likely to be supported by their parents. One in five (22%) reported that
Government cash benefits (including student allowances such as AUSTUDY) were their

main source of income.

R L I I I A I R I N I I ] P R R R R I R A B R L A A B I
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SOURCES OF INCOME continued

As young people mature, obtain qualifications and join the labour force, eamings from
employment assume a greater proportion of their total income. In 1995-96, 68% of
15-24 year-clds who were not studying, reported wages and salaries as their main source
of income. The majonity (87%) of young people studying part-time also received most of

their income from wages and salaries.

6.5 YOUTH, Main source of income—1985-96

AL B AR VAR N R A AT YAEELT A A A AA AR Ad e d AV AL R s ey

Stilf at

schoof or Nat
studying  Studying  currently Alf
Main source of income fulf-time parl-time  studying youth
% % % %
Wages and salaries 331 87.3 58.5 55.9
Gavernment benefits 215 g1 21.1 20.3
Gther sources 128 15 3.4 7.0
Nil{a) 326 2.0 8.9 16.8
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

(&) Includes nil or negative income from all sources.

Source: Survey of Income and Housing Costs (unpublished data).

Indigenous youth
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander youth are less likely than other voung Australians to
receive their main income from paid employment. [n 1994, 22% of 15-19 year-olds and
37% of 20~24 year-olds derived most of their income from paid employment, including

payments from working in a Community Development Employment Project (CDEP)
scheme.

Government cash benefits were the main source of income for high proporians of
Indigenous youth (40% of 15-19 year-olds and 56% of 20-24 year-olds), Proportionally
more females (56%) than males (40%) were reliant on government payments.

6.6 [INDIGENQUS YOUTH, Main source of income—1%94

F AR AT M A AR AR R AN YT AT T ATEAAT AN IS AN PR A AV AN AR R AR

AGE GROUP,............. 15-24 YEARS...........

15-18 20-24 25and
hain source of income years years over Males Females Persons

LR R L N T T

% % % % % %

Wages and salaries

CDEP(a) 8.9 109 7.8 14.2 5.8 9.9
Non-CDEP 12.8 25.7 26.8 22.4 16.0 19.2
Government benefits 40.4 56.4 58.2 40.5 56.2 48.4
No income 36.0 6.5 5.3 21.6 21.0 21.3
Total(h) 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0

R L R R R R R I I R R R N T R R
[@) Community Development Employment Project.
{b} Inctudes not stated.

Source: Nationaf Aboriginal and Torres Strait isfander Survey 1994: Austrafia's Indigenous Youth
{Cat. no. 4197.0).
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YOUNG INCOME UNITS

Qneg-parson income units

As discussed previously, many young people receive income support from their families
and are classified as dependents. Their personal income is not a good reflection of their

economic well-being which will be influenced by their parents income.

An income unit is a person, or a group of related persons within a household, whose
command over income is assumed to be shared. Income sharing is assumed to take
place within couples, and between parents and dependent children. Non-dependent
children are treated as separate income units. In 1995-96, there were 1.5 million income
units headed by a young person, cither as a single person, a sole parent or as a member

of a couple.

6.7 YOUNG INCOME UNITS(a), Main source of income 1995-96

L R R I T T T I T T T T T T 4 s E L ey

Coupie Cne-parent One-person Al
income fncome income income
units units units urits
% % % %

Main source of income
Wage or salary 80.8 *19.2 70.5 62.9
Government benefits *13.1 80.8 = 18.1 19.4
Other *6.1 — 52 5.1
Totaf 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
$ $ $ %
Median income per week 728 277 304 325
‘000 000 jalee} 000
Total 1157 40.9 1347.2 15038

L R I I T T T T R O L 2 I T R O e N R L

{a) Income units where the reference person is aged 15-24 years.
Source: Income Distribution, Australia, 1995-96 (Cat. no. 6523.0).

When young people move out of full-time education or leave the parental home, they
are considered to be financially independent of their parents and are classified as
separate income units. In 1995-96, there were 1.3 million young one-person income

units. Their median gross weekly income from all sources was $304.

Income quintiles are formed by ranking a population of income units in ascending order
according to the level of income of each unit, and forming five equal groups (see
Glossary). In 1995-96, using rankings of all income units based on gross weekly income,

36% of young people in one-person income units were in the lowest income quintile.

R R R N N I R R R R R R R R I I R R R I R N A

74 ABS - YOUTH, AUSTRALIA: A SOCIAL REPORT » 4111.0 » 1997



CHAPTER

6 = INCOME AND EXPENDITULRE

R R R R R R R T R I L I R N T T I R R T )

One-person income units continued

When grouped according to disposabie income (gross income after income tax and the

Medicare levy), 38% of young people in one-person income units fell into the lowest

income quintile, and a further 26% were in the next lowest income quintile.

When equivalence scales—~the Henderson equivalence scale and the OECD equivalence

scale—were applied to the 1995-96 income estimates, to adjust for the differences in the

size and characteristics of income units, the proportions of 15-24 vear-old one-person

income units in the lowest income quintile fell. Applying the Henderson scale, 26% of

young people were in the lowest quintile. Using the QECD scale. 30% were in the lowest

income quintile.

6.8 YOUNG ONE-PERSON INCOME UNITS—1985-56

R R R I I e R e R R R

INCOME QUINTILE(a)

Type of income quintile group Lowest Second Third
Mk he e e m e raareesebesv i crnanncnn .

% % %
Gross weekly income 358 247 298
Disposable income 375 261 2886
Henderson equivalent income 265 123 19.1
QECD equivalent income 305 107 208

N R R T

{&} Income quintile far all income units.

Source: income Distribution, Austrafia, 1995-96 (Cat. no. 6523.0).

Young coupie and one-parent income units

Fourth  Highest Totaf
% % %
B.6 11 100.0
6.9 0.9 100.0
27.3 14.7 100.0
284 8.6 100.0

L R L I I I R I I N kI R T NP

Relatively few young people (abour 10%) have formed families, either as a partner in a

couple, or as a lone parent. However for those who have, access to paid employment is a

significant factor in their economic well-being. In 1995

96 there were 115,700 couple

income units and 40,900 one-parent income units headed by a 15-24 year-old.

More than half (39%) of young couple units contained two working partners and a

further 28% had one partner working. This compared with the 33% of young one-parent

income units who were employed, either full-time or part-time.

Consequently, couple units had much higher levels of income than one-parent units. In

1995-96, 73% of couple income units had a gross weekly income of more than $500,

compared with 7% of one-parent income units. More than half (59%) of one-parent

income units had a gross weekly income of less than $300.

L N R R e R R I R R R R R R R R R R R T T T T
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6.9 YOUNG COUPLE AND ONE-PARENT INCOME UNITS—1985-96

AL R A R L R R I I R I I T R B R R R S S R I R I R R

Couple One-parent
income units  income units

% %
Gross weekly income
Nil(a) — _
$1-139 **3.0 *9.8
$200-299 *5.0 48.9
$300-399 *9.5 24.0
$400-499 9.5 108
$500 and over 72.9 **G 6
Totaf 100.0 100.0
Proportion with earners
Nil earners *13.1 67.3
One eamer 27.7 *32 7
Two eamers 58.2 ..
Totaf 100.0 100.0
Proportian with dependent children 39.2 100.0

BT EE RN L I e R L L R

{a) Incluges income units with nil or negative income from all sources.

Source: Income Distribution, Australia, 1995-96 (Cat. no. 6523.0). _

EXPENDITURE

Expenditure on commodities
In 1993-94, there were 422,500 households in Australia with a reference person aged
under 25 years. These young households spent an average of $565 per week on
commodities and services, compared with $6735 per week among households where the
reference person was aged 25-64 vears and $336 per week in those with a reference

person aged 65 vears and over.

There were also differences between young households and those with an older
reference person, in their expenditure on particular commodities or services.
Households with a young reference person spent an average of $110 per week on
current housing costs (including rent payments, the interest component of mortgage
payments, rates, insurance and maintenance costs), representing 19% of total
expenditure on commodities and services. Households with a reference person aged
25-64 years spent an average of $95 per week on current housing costs (14% of total
expenditure). Differences in expenditure patterns will be influenced not only by the life
cycle stage of the households but also by the average number of household members.
Young households contained an average of 2.1 persons compared with 2.9 persons for
households where the reference person was aged 25-65 years and 1.6 persons for

65 years and over.
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AGE OF REFERENCE PERSON...

25 and
Under under &5 years
Commodity or setvice 25 years 65 years and over
$ $ s
Current housing costs (selected dweliing) 110.07 95.42 38.92
Fuel and power 12.32 18.21 12.74
Food and non-alccholic beverages 89.25 123.47 71.84
Alcoholic beverages 23.10 18.94 9.99
Tobacco 11.15 10.25 4.45
Clothing and footwear 30.18 38.19 17.78
Household fumishings and equipment 35.21 44,58 21.83
Household services and operation 22.74 34.82 22.12
Medical care and health expenses 13.32 29.97 20.88%
Transport 96.26 106.16 44.67
Recreation 73.83 89.29 43.13
Personal care 9.52 12,53 7.53
Miscellaneous commodities and services 38.32 53.48 20.09
Totat commodity & service expenditure 565.28 675.01 335.82
Average weekly household income 628.70 829.42 348.68
‘000 ‘000 ‘000
Estimated number of households 4225 49001 1285.3

R R P LA YT AT LYY YA AN R LA AN R R T AR

Source: 1993-94 Household Expenditure Survey, Austrafia: Househaold Charactaristics
{Cat. no. 6331.0).

Expenditure in low and high income househoids
The expenditure of households with a reference person aged 15-24 years varied
considerably according to the level of household income. For example, in 1993-04,
young househoids in the lowest income quintile group spent an average of $319 per
week, whereas those in the highest income quintile had average weekly household

expenditure of $785.

Expenditure patterns varied among the household income quintiles. In general those
households in the lower income groups spent proportionally more of their total weekly
household expenditure on basic commeodities such as housing, fuel, power and faod. In
1993-94, young households in the lowest income quintile spent an average of $78 or
25% of their toral expenditure on housing costs, compared with $148 (19%) for young

households in the highest income quintile.

In contrast, households in the lowest and second income quintiles spent proportionally
less on clothing, transport and medical care and health expenses than did houscholds in

the higher income quintiles.

L R R I R R R N N R R R R R R T T T T T T T T T
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Al
Second Third  Fourth  Highest hotsse-
Lowast quintite quintile quintife  quintile holds
Commodity or service $ % g 5 $ £
Current housing costs 7825 9658 97.31 12961 14854 110.07
Fuel and power 10.17 3227 1207 1358 1351 12.32
Food and non-alcoholic beverages 5468 7361 8470 11262 12046 84.25
Alccholic beverages 11.02 1388 2419 32128 3495 23.10
Tobacco 1062 1265 8.02 12.12 12.42 11.15
Clothing and footwear 16.84 15,70 31.73 40.16 46,20 30.18
Household furnishings and equipment 1253 30.74 3469 55895 4179 35.21
Household servicas and operation 1584 2309 2308 2433 2738 22.74
Medical care and health expenses 6.46 7.73 1375 1607 2246 13.32
Transport 2750 6318 10388 138392 14725 86,26
Recreation 47.68 4410 7255 10119 103.17 73.83
Personal care 6.20 53¢ 12.34 1265 1091 8.52
Miscellaneous commodities and
services 20.48 1945 2851 66.87 56.14 38.32
Total 318.68 418.37 546.83 755.30 785.17 565.28

P I I T R L T T T T A A

(&) The guintile groups n this table are 20% groupings of the estimated popuiation when house-
holds are ranked in ascending order according to each housenold's total gross weekly income.

Source: 1993-94 Household Expenditure Survey, Australia: Household Characteristics (Cat. no. 6531.0).
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CHAPTER

TIME USE

SOCIAL PARTICIPATION .. ..ciiiiniiinrennenrnnns

Participation in social, cultural and leisure activities is an important aspect of life for most
people. Such activities provide social, physiological and psychological benefits that are
generally regarded as significant to the well-being of people. This chapter considers
some of the ways in which young people spend their free time in pursuing sporting,
recreational and cultural activities. It also examines young people's concern for social
and environmental issues, and their participation in community life through voluntary

work and religious activities.

The amount of free time available to young people for social participation varies
according to a number of factors, in particular the extent of their participarion in
education and in the labour force, as well as the amount of time spent on household

activities.

15-24 year-olds allocate considerably more of their time to social life and entertainment
than do older people. In the 1992 Time Use Survey, young males and females reported
spending on average 2.3 hours per day on socialising and entertainment, compared with

1.5 hours per day for persons 25 years and over.

7.1 YOUTH, Average time spent on major activity groups—1992

Labourforce | ----- - oo - o o o TR 1
Passive l@isurg | ----coe-ceeeeee ool Y
Socialfentertainment | -+ oo e
Education | ------cooioeoooo T« |
Aclive leisure | ------ - Q- B )
Domestic activities | ------------- o @]
Purchasing | -+ - ® -0 ® Malos
Voluntary/community | ----- ¢ ]

o}
Child care/minding | @& ----Q Females

T " T v T
0 50 100 150 200
Minutes per day

Saurce: How Australfans Use Theifr Time {Cat, no, 4153.0).

Young people also spent more of their time on active leisure (sport, games, hobbies and
travel) than older people (see table 7.14), although young men accounted for most of
this difference. They spent an average of 90 minutes per day on active leisure, compared

with 47 minutes for young women,

In contrast, they spent less time on passive leisure activities such as reading, watching
television, conversation or resting, In 1992, young males and females allocated similar
amounts of time to passive letsure (159 and 160 minutes per day respectively),
compared with 203 minutes and 193 minutes per day respectively by people aged

25 vyears and over.

L R N R R R I R R R R N N R N R T T T T
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Time use continued

Young people spent slightly less time on voluntary work and community activities than
older people. In 1992, 15-24 year-old males spent an average of 23 minutes per day on
these activities, compared with 26 minutes for males 25 years and over. Young females
spent even less time on voluntary or community activities, allocating an average of

1$ minutes per day, compared with 28 minutes per day for older females, On the other
hand, young females had a higher volunteer rate (13%) than young males (9%) (see
Table 7.9).

SPORT AND PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES
In general, participation in organised sport and physical activities is highest among
young people and declines steadily with age according to data collected by the
Population Survey Monitor. In 1995-96, more than half of all 15-19 year-olds were
involved in organised sport and physical activities, with participation higher among
males (61%) than females (50%). However, among 20-24 vear-olds, the participation
rate dropped to below half, with 46% of males and 37% of females involved. The
significance of school sport is evident in the decline in participation between these age
groups, which corresponds to the move from secondary to tertiary education, and the

completion of studies.

7.2 PARTICIPANTS, Organised sport and physical activities—1995-96

P A e I I o I B e N e R L T T N I B SRR

Males...o e FENales. ... oeeeeieanen

Participation Participation

Age group (vears) ‘000 rate {%) ‘000 rate {%;
15-19 387.0 61.4 209.7 50.1
20-24 318.0 46.3 251.0 37.3
25-34 562.8 411 466.9 335
3544 407.3 30.3 344.3 25.0
45-54 288.1 25.2 237.7 21.2
55-64 168.2 22.4 148.5 20.0
65 and over 182.7 20.7 161.8 153
Total 23142 340 19100 27.4

Source: Participation in Sport and Physical Activities, Austrafia, 1995-96 (Cat. no. 4177.0).

In 1995-96, the most popular organised physicai activity was aercbics, both for young
people and for those 23 years and over (see table 7.15). Other popular organised sports
for 15-24 year-olds were netball, basketball and swimming, whereas for older people,

golf, Jawn bowls and tennis were most popular after acrobics.

Attendance at sporting events
As well as participating in sports and physical activities, many young people spend some
of their leisure time attending sporting events. In 1995 young people's attendance at
sporting events was much greater than that of older people.

More than half of both male and female 15-24 year-olds attended sporting events at
least once in 1995 (63% and 55% respectively), Among people aged 25 years and over,
the attendance rate was markedly lower, at 49% for males and 33% for females.

F AR IR PN B F R R I AN YRR AR A AR A PN A SRS AT TR ET TR IR REA NN ARSI T AR AT AT R FATARTET I ARSI YIYIRETYRERIRYYY
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7.3 PERSONS WHO ATTENDED SPORTING EVENTS—1995(a)

R R FE M A A F SR RN PN T AT G AT SN NN b Ao

Males. . ..o vveeeiein. Females.....ounicn
‘GO0 Attendance ‘000 Attendance
Age group fyears) rate (%) rate (%)
15-24 869.1 63.3 726.1 54.8
25 and over 2 695.6 48,6 19470 334
Total 3564.7 515 26731 37.4

L L e R T T T T

{a} At least once in the 12 months ended March 1995.
Source: Sports Attendance, Australia, March 1995 (Cat. ne. 4174.0).

Traditionally, Australian Rules football, rugby league and cricket have artracted large
crowds and in 1995, these sports continued to attract the largest attendance of young
people. Among older people, the highest attendance rates in 1995 were for Australian
Rules football, horse racing and rughy league. Other sports well attended by young
people included basketball and soccer, but these were less popular among older people
(see table 7.16).

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

In general, young people were more likely to participate in selected cultural activities
than oider people according to data from a March 1995 survey on attendance at selected

cultural venues or activities over the previous 12 months.

7.4 ATTENDANCE AT SELECTED CULTURAL VENUES—1995(a)

L R I B R R I I T T I T

25 YEARS AND

15-24 YEARS, ... OVER...coiii e

Participation Participation

rate raie

Yenue/activity ‘000 % ‘000 %
Cinema 2 350.6 87.1 . 63B3.2 56.1
Library 1218.2 45.2 4183.8 36.8
Popular music 1215.8 45,1 2574.9 22.8
Botanic garden 11231 41.6 4287.4 37.7
Animal and marine parks 11134 41.3 385286 339
Museurn 766.8 28.4 31388 278
Other performing arts 669.0 24.8 15653 17.3
Art gallery 628.1 233 25060 22.0
Theatre 547.2 20.3 1789.1 15.7
Opera or musical 531.2 18.7 2190.9 19.3
Dance 310.3 118 1097.2 9.6
Classical music 163.4 81 917.8 8.1

R e R A R I I R I LR RN R R I ErEN

(a} In the 12 months ended March 1995,
Source: Attendance at Selected Cuftural Venues, Austrafia, March 1995 (Cat. no. 4114.0).
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Cultural activities continued

The cinema was clearly the most favoured cultural venue for all people. However, the
participation rate was highest among 15-24 year-olds, 87% of whom reported going to
the cinema at least once during the year. Of older persons, 56% reported going to the

cinema over the same time period.

The library and popular music venues were jointly the second most frequented venues
among young people {45% for each). The library was also a popular venue among
people aged 25 and over, attended by 37% of these people during the year.

Artending classical music concerts was the least favoured cultural activity for young
people, with a participation rate of 6% in 1995, This was the caly cultural activity for
which older persons had 2 higher participation rate (8%).

Involvernent in cultural activities

As well as attending cultural venues, some young people are actively invalved in cultural
pursuits, such as live music performances, writing or publishing, and organising festivals
or fetes, whether or not for payment. In a March 1993 survey, 11% of young people
reported participating in this way.

7.5 LEADING CULTURAL ACTIVITIES(a)—1993

L R R N I 2 N I I A SR N ERC TR DI R I I I S R R

15-24 YEARS....c..oovvee 25 YEARS AND QVER. ...

Average Average
no. of time per Participation no. of time per Participation
persons  activity rate persans  activity rate
% %

Activity ‘000 hours(h) ‘000  hours{b}
Music as a live performer 71.4 266 2.6 127.3 237 1.2
Performing arts as a performer  598.7 207 22 75.1 173 0.7
Visual arts activities 43.6 295 16 159.9 309 15
Fete/festival organising 42.4 59 16 399.4 a8 3.7
Cultural activities teaching 38.8 168 15 201.1 273 1.9
Writing/publishing 30.3 323 11 243.0 343 2.2
Craft activities 28.6 360 10 188.0 401 17
Design 206 483 0.8 66.2 576 06
tibraries/archives 9.1 359 0.3 76.8 606 0.7

R R R R R R R N T T B R N R L I R R R I L ]

{a) Excludes cultural activities teaching by full-time secondary teachers.
{b} Hours of involvernent for the 12 months ended March 1993,

Sourcer ABS, Youth and the Arts, A report to the Cuftural Ministers Councif, 1996, Cultural Industries
Statistics Working Group.

In 1993 the most popular activities among young people were as a performer, either of
live music before an audience, involving 71,400 15-24 year-olds, or in other performing
arts, involving 59,700 voung people. However, these activities on average ook up less
time than other culturaj activities. For example, the average participation in music as a
live performer was 266 hours during the year, compared with 463 hours for those
invoived in design activities.

People aged 25 years and over were most likely to be involved in organising fetes or
festivals (3.7% of the age group). However, this activity took up the least amount of
participants’ time (an average annual commitment of 46 hours).

I R R R R R T R R N NN RN RN RN ]
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INDIGENGQUS YOUTH AND CULTURE

Recognition of homelands

Use of Indigenous languages

Among Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, there is a generally high level of
participation in cultural activities. In the 1994 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Survey, a slightly smaller proportion of Indigenous youth (68%) than people
aged 25 years and over (74%) reported attending cultural activities during the previous
12 months.

Festivals and carnivals artracted the largest proportion of Indigenous young people
(47%), a slightly higher proportion than older people (41%). However, funerals and
ceremonies attracted a smaller percentage of Indigenous youth than of their older

counterparts.

7.6 INDIGENOUS PEQPLE, Attendance at cuhtural activities—1994

R M e R R T T L

1524 25 years
years and over

Activity attended % %
R I T T
Funerais 475 59.7
Ceremonies 19.7 22.0
Festivals, camivals 46.6 40.6
All who attended cultural activities -~ 68.4 74.4

ao--s¢s-q.o.na-x.s»e»«.-o»mq--.o---..¢---.-c.¢o-co.-scoo

Source: National Aboriginal and Torres Sirait istander Survey: Australla's indigenous Youth, 1994
{Cat. no. 4197.0}.

Homelands are areas of land to which Indigenous people have ancestral and/or cultural
links. In 1994 a high proportion of Indigenous youth (70%) stated that they recognised
their homelands, even though more than half of them were not living there. This
proportion was slightly lower than for older Indigenous persons, 79% of whom reported

recognising their homelands,

Another aspect of cultural life among Indigenous youth is their use of Indigenous
languages. While most young Indigenous people (81%) reported in 1994 that English
was their main language, 13% reported that an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Istander
language was their main language. A small proportion (2%) spoke mainly Aboriginal
English (including Pidgin English, Broken English and Creole), while the remainder did
not identify their main Janguage.

In rural areas, the proportion of young Indigenous people whose main language was an
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander language increased to almost one-third (31%).

-occ---o-cun-s-..c-c---o.---.-a-----a--.o-.-o-.o-o.--.-o.-o;-cco-oa-o-no..a-on-a--.--..nno--o
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7.7 INDIGENCUS YOUTH, Main language spoken—1994

M A R R R R T Y YU e

PART OF STATE.........

Capitat  Other

city wban  Rural Total

Language % % % %
English 94.4 870 620 81.3
Broken English, Aboriginal English, Pidgin English or Creole *0.5 *1.8 4.9 2.4
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander language 2.2 7.3 310 132
All Indigenous youth(a) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
‘000 ‘000 '000 000

Ail Indigenous youth{a) 174 261 193 62.5

III'd.tlé)c»«v!n\!.al-dl-qpq-o..ht’..nq.l.lslolll-tlvov)o.--s»«n.
{@) includes not stated.

Source: National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Isfander Survey: Austrafia's indigenous Youth, 1994
[Cat. no. 4157.0).

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION

Voluntary work

Voluntary work makes an important contribution to national well-being. It meets a
range of needs within the community, and adds o and reinforces social networks.
Ammong the population in 1995, volunteer rates varied according to age and sex, possibly
reflecting the varying demands of education, family and labour force commitments at
various stages in the life cycle. In 1995, % of young men and 13% of young women
were involved in voluntary work, compared with 18% of males and 23% of females aged
25 years and over.

7.8 VOLUNTEERS—1995(a)

I I L T I R I R R R I R R R R N T N R

MALES. .................... FEMALES... ................

Million Milhon

rate hours hours

Age group (years) 'COC %  worked ‘GO0 rate % worked
15-24 127.8 2.4 16.3 1711 13.0 18.6
25 and over 1015.2 182 1713 13255 22.7 22786
Total 11429 18.7 1B7.B 1496.6 213 2463

R N R RN R I N I I R B R I R Y

fa) 12 months ended June 1965,

Source: Voluntary Work, Australia, June 1995 (Cat. no. 4441.0); Labour Force, Australia,
June 1995 {Cat. no. 6203.0}.

L L R R R R R R R R N N R I R N R S R e R R R T Y
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Voluntary work continued

Among 15-24 year-old males participating in voluntary work, the largest proportion were
involved in the fields of sport, recreation and leisure (4% of all young males). Young
females were most likely to be performing voluntary work in the welfare area (4% of all

young females) and also in the sports, recreation and leisure fields (4%).

7.9 VOLUNTEER RATE, Field of voluntary work— 1995

e e I T T T T T R S

MALES............... FEMALES............

1524 years Al ages 15-24 years Al ages
Field of voluntary work % % % %
Spori/recreation/habby 4.2 8.9 38 5.0
Welfare/community 18 4.5 39 6.8
Health 0.5 0.7 1.2 1.9
Emergency services 1.1 1.4 *0.3 0.5
Education/training/youth deveiopment 11 28 2.2 6.8
Religious 1.4 2.7 2.2 4.0
Total 9.4 16.7 13.0 213

L A I I I A R T R T T

(a) As volunteers may work in mare than one field, figures for individual categurnes will not add to totats,

Source: Voluntary Work, Australia, June 1895 (Cat. no. 4441.0).

People may have a number of reasons for participating in voluntary wark. For many,
altruism is the strongest motive. Others view voluntary work as an opportunity to leamn
new skills or gain useful work experience. In 1995 the most commonly cited reason for
becoming a volunteer was a desire to help others. This was true of both 15-24 year-olds
(35%) and those 25 years and over (42%). Personal satisfaction was also a strong
motivation for many young people (30%). For people aged 25 years and over, personal

ot family involvement was identified as the second most common motive (35%).

Many young people acknowledged they were involved in voluntary work in order to gain
new skills (15%) or work experience (16%), considerations that were not particularly

dominant among older volunteers (5% and 3% respectively).

7.10 REASONS FOR BECOMING A VOLUNTEER({a)—1995

Help others/
community

Personal | o---
satisfaction

Parsonal/
family involvement

To do something ey
worthwhile

Gain work experience/ | o
referance ® 15.24 years

To learn new skills - - G- -8 Q25 years and over

T T T T T T T T
0 10 20 30 40 50
%

{&) As volunteers may give more than one reason, figures for individual categories will not add to 100%.
Sauree: Voluntary Work, Austraila, June 1895 (Cat. no. 4441.0).

i R N N N N N Rl R R T T
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Voluntary work activities

The nature of voluntary activities varied and it was likely that several different activities
were undertaken by each volunteer. Fundraising was the most often reported activity,
with almost half of young male (43%) and young female (41%) volunteers involved (see
table 7.17).

Some activities were more likely to be undertaken by young men than young women.
For example, one-quarter of young male volunteers helped with repairs, maintenance
and gardening, compared with 7% of young females. Other activities commonly
reported by young men included: day-to-day organising, coordinating or supervising
{27%); management or committee work (26%); or coaching, referecing or judging
(26%). In comparison, young women were most likely to be teaching or instructing
people (28%) or to be preparing and serving food (26%).

CONCERN FOR SOCIETY AND THE ENVIRONMENT

The areas of social concern expressed by young people varied from those of the
community as a whole, particularly those more relevant to young people's lives and

aspirations.

In 1996, unemployment and crime were the areas of greatest concern for young people.
Unemployment was the most significant social issue for onequarter of 18-24 year-old
males, followed by crime (21%). Young women aged 18-24 years were most concerned

about crime (23%), with unemployment the most important issue for a further 19%.

While unemployment was clearly seen as very important among young people, it was
not the area of greatest concern for all people. Crime was rated as most significant by
26% of all males, followed by health issues (19%); females were most concerned about
health issues (26%) and crime (26%).

7.11 MOST IMPORTANT SOCIAL ISSUES—April 1996

P I L I S I I A I B DRI SRR B PN S IR R B S

MALES.............. FEMALES...........

18 24 years Aff ages 18-24 years  All ages
Issue % % % %
Unemployment 24.9 16.0 19.3 121
Crime 20.8 259 234 26.0
Education 16.6 12.4 16.7 16.6
Emvironmentai problems 12.7 9.7 12.8 8.1
Health 11.2 19.2 17.4 26.1
interest rates 42 58 2.5 31
Immigration 4.0 28 2.8 2.0
Poverty 24 34 37 4.0
Defence 1.6 1.0 0.8 0.3
Trade balance 18 2.0 **0,3 0.6
Other **0.5 1.8 **0.7 1.1
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 1000

P R R R N N N RN RN RN

Source: Environmental Issues: People’s Views and Practices, Australia, 1896 (Cat. no. 4602.0}.

e e e N N NN R RN ENEE R RN A A AL

86

ABS -« YOUTH,

AUSTRALIA:

A SOCIAL REPORT » 4111.0 « 1987



CHAPTER 7 » SCCHAL PARTICIPATION

L R R N N T R R R R R T T Y Y I

Environmental concerns

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES

In 1996, environmental problems-—while not the issue of greatest importance to mast
young people~were rated as of concemn by a higher proportion of young people than f

all people.

Three-quarters of 18-24 year-old females and 70% of 18-24 year-old mates reported that
they were concerned about environmental problems, compared with 69% of all females
and 68% of all males. These concerns were reflected in the belief, held by 46% of males
and 50% of females aged 18-24, that the quality of the environment had declined over
the previous 10 years.

7.12 CONCERN FOR THE ENVIRONMENT—April 1996

e R R R R R R R T N Y s

MALES....... FEMALES.....
i8-24 AN i8--24 Alf
years  ages years  ages
% % % %

EE R L R e E R R T .

CONCERN ABOUT ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS

Yes 703 68.0 751 @S,S
No 284 307 22.3 289
Dort know 13 1.3 2.7 2.3
Total 100.0 1000 1000 100.0

L N N I e L L

QUALITY OF THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE LAST 10 YEARS

Declined 4863 428 504 453
Improved 154 229 17.1 23.4
Stayed much the same 290 281 24.8 2486
Don't know 93 6.3 7.7 6.7
Total 1000 1600 100.0 100.0

Saurre: Ervironmental fssues, Peaple's Views and Practices, Australia, 1996
{Cat. no. 4G02.0),

The environmental issue of greatest concern to 18-24 year-olds was air pollution (31%),
closely followed by ocean pollution (29%) and destruction of trees and related concerns
with the ecosystem and deforestation (29%). This ranking of environmental issues was

similar to that for the population as 2 whole (see table 7.18).

Religious activities include personal, family and congregational activities, as well as
weddings and funerals, In the 1992 Time Use Survey, young people reported spending
an average of 5 minutes per day on religious activities, This figure is low because of the
large proportion of the population who did not participate in religious activities,

In 1992, an estimated 93,500 young people reported participating in religious activities, a
participation rate of about 4% for both males and females. The participation rate
increased with age-—to 6% for males aged 65 years and over, and 11% for females in this

age group.

L e R R R R R R T T T T T T I
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RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES continued
Slightly more young mates (47,500) than young females (46,000} participated in
religious activities. For all other age groups, female participants considerably
outnumbered male participants. Young men participating in religious activities spent
more time {an average of 179 minutes per day) on these than did young women
(109 minutes per day). This was also the case among the older age groups, although the
average amount of time spent on religious activities tended to decline with age.

7-13 PARTICIPANTS IN RELIGIQUS ACTIVITIES—1992

R R R R R T T L T T I R N N I I I N N

MALES................ FEMALES............. PERSONS............
Partici- Partici- Average Partici- Particf- Average Partici- Partici- Average
pants pation time pants pation time pants pation time
rate spent rate  spent rate spent
{('"000} %) Minutes ('O00) (%) Minutes ('QO0) (%) Minutes
Age group (years) per day per day per day
a!l-‘t-l..(Dllv(lat.(O’(’l‘!ll.l..iltv‘)s»lll!tl‘tlilow?*vﬁQPQ!»
15-24 47.5 as 179 480 35 109 935 35 144
25-44 1060 4.0 125 1215 45 106 2275 42 115
45-64 79.2 46 107 144.1 8.6 B2 2233 6.6 91
65 and over 488 80 106 107.7 108 87 T 165 B.7 93
Total 231.4 4.3 128 419.4 8.3 83 700.8 5.3 106

P R R R T I P A I A I R I S rev a4 vanaaa

Source; How Austrafians Use Their Time (Cat. ng. 4153.0).

T R N R R N N R R L AR

as ABS « YOUTH, AUSTRALIA: A SOCIAL REPORT + 4111.0 « 1897



B E LW A AR AT P e R E EE AN 4 F AT EET AT AN B A

ADDITIONAL TABLES

CHAPTER 7 « SOCIAL PARTICIPATION

7.14 AVERAGE TIME SPENT ON 10 ACTIVITY GROUPS—1992

R R R R R R R I N I A 2R IR A I AR I I

15-24 YEARS............. 25 YEARS AND OVER....
Majes Females Ratio Males Females Ratio
Minutes Minutes Males to Minutes Minutes Males to
Activity group per day perday Females perday perday Females
Labour force 200 153 1.3 286 118 2.4
Domestic activities 45 a7 0.5 115 211 0.5
Child care/minding 3 27 o1 17 54 0.3
Purchasing gioods and services 28 47 0.6 36 57 0.6
Sleeping, eating and persenal care 637 640 10 615 624 1.0
Education 120 117 1.0 10 ¥ 1.5
Voluntary work and community
participation 23 18 1.2 26 28 0.9
Sacial life and entertainment 134 143 0.9 82 100 0.8
Active leisure S0 47 18 48 46 1.1
Passive leisure 158 160 1.0 203 193 1.1
Total minutes per day(a) 1440 1440 .. 1440 1440

B F R R P AT A AP AT R A AL B A 4B AL RASARYLTIOATIATEY AR T A ET AN AR SR YA A

tay Includes time not described.

Sourpe; How Australians Use Their Time (Cal. no. 4153.0} .-

7.15 LEADING ORGANISED SPORT AND PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES—1995-96

¥ AY AT P AT AU LN s s U D L I I N TR P I R R I S I R

15-24 YEARS.............. e 25 YEARS AND OVER........covivvinianns
Activity '000 Activity ‘000
Aerobics 180.9 Aerohics 469.0
Nethall 153.2 Golf 410.8
Baskethall 143.8 Lawn bowls 290.8
Swimming 129.0 Tennis 2735
.Cricket (outdoor) 98.0 Netbali 175.4
Soccer (outdoor) 95.8 Swimming 152.4
Austraiian Rules footbatl g2.6 Martial Arts 138.2
Tennis 88.5 Ten pin bowling 1286
Martial ants 76.0 Touch football 110.6
Touch fogtball 64.0 Cricket {outdoor} 8.4

L R R R R L I I A I I A N I I L R A N B R B R B R A R R R B

Source: Participation in Sport and Physical Activities, Austrafia, 1995-96 (Cat. no. 4177.0)

R R N N I R R A R R IR R R L I I BN N
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7.16 PERSONS ATTENDING SELECTED SPORTS—1995(a)

15-24 years........... 285 years and over......

Attendance Attendance

Sport{f) ‘000 rate {%) ‘GO0 rate (%)
Australian Rules footbali 4745 17.6 13997 12.3
Rughy league 451.0 16.7 10111 89
Cricket 359.3 133 806.4 71
Horse racing 353.4 13.1 13476 119
Basketball 2818 10.4 4099 a8
Soccer 177.6 6.6 381.2 3.4
Motor sports 152.2 5.6 297.1 2.6
Hamess racing 132.4 4.9 467.3 4.2
Tennis 122.2 4.5 309.4 2.8
Netball 1155 43 18286 1.6
Rugby union 102.7 38 255.6 2.2

{a) At ieast once in the 12 months ended March 1555,
{b) People may have attended more than one sporting event.

Source: Sports Attendance, Australia, March 1995 {Cat. no. 4174.0)

7.17 VOLUNTEERS, Activity by age and sex—1995

¥ AT T A RPN YTRETIATIAY AT LIS PR AR AFE R R YR W PrE s I e m v mrwrar Ay

MALES......... FEMALES......

15-24 25 years 1524 25 years

years and over years and over

Activitya) % % % %
Fundraising 43.0 423 40.8 50.8
Day to day organising/coordinating/supervising 26.6 254 226 234
Coaching/refereeing/judging 26.3 199 20.7 9.8
Management/committee work 26.2 488 210 387
Repairs/maintenance/gardening 248 312 6.7 9.2
Teachingfinstruction 24.4 228 275 295
Providing information 188 228 188 185
Preparing/serving food 17.0 15.2 259 41.4
Transporting people/goods 16.7 21.8 12.2 21.0
Administration/clerical work 16.1 238 17.3 23.6
Other 519 47.3 50.7 46.1
‘000 'CO0 ‘000 ‘000

Total volunteers 127.8 10152 1711 13255

{a) As a volunteer can participate in more than ong actaaty, the figures for individual activities will not add
to 100%.

Source: Voluntary Work, June 1995 (Cat. no. 4441.0)

T T I R A R R R R T I R I R N I R R I IR N A I RN R I
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7.18 ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS—April 1996

18-24 years Al ages

% %
Air pollution 31.3 308
Ocean poliution 29.1 238
Destruction of trees/ecosysterms/deforestation 288 236
Freshwater pollution 239 237
Ozone layer 17.2 109
Garbage/rubbish disposal 14.3 14.0
Destruction of animals/wildlifefextinction of species 119 9.1
Other poliution 106 88
Nuclear testingfweapons 10.4 76
Greenhouse effect 10.0 5.3
Toxic/chemicat waste 89 8.6
Uranium mining/use/radioactive materials 6.4 5.1
Conservation of resources 58 6.5
Soil erosion/salinity/land degradation 55 7.7
Urban development/overpopulation 4.9 5.9
Use of pesticides 2.9 4.2
Sand mining 1.3 1.3
Other 35 5.5
No concerns 273 318
lllll PEE A A YL RSN LA SRR ARY A RIS At AR s

Source: Environimenital Issues, People's Views and Practices, Austrafia, 1996 -
{Cat. no. 4602.0)

L O N N R e R R R R T T T T T e
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CHAPTER 8 CRIME AND SAFETY.......oo0ooooro

Young people are over-represented in their contact with the justice system. They are
often associated with criminal activity, and are more frequently victims of crime than any
other age group. While in some cases their prevalence among victims may be because of

criminal activity, it may also reflect youth's higher exposure to risk situations.

Although nationally compatible statistics on criminal offenders by age are not currently
available, this chapter brings together other data on young people's experience of crime

and the justice system.

YCOUNG PEQPLE IN PRISON
In June 1995 there were 5,024 prisoners in Australia under the age of 25 vears,
representing 29% of the total prison population, In comparison, 18-24 year-olds
comprised 14% of the total Australian population aged 18 years and over.

The majority of young prisoners were male: for every young female prisoner, there were

more than 25 young males in prison.

Older youth made up the majority of young people in prison. In June 1995 there were
4,031 prisoners aged 20-24 years, compared with $93 prisoners aged below 20 years.

8.1 PRISONERS—June 1995

L R R LA R I L AL I I R R R I R )

Males, ot e e FRMERS. .o

Imprison- Imprison-

ment ment

No. % rate{a) No. % rate{al

Under 18 yearsih) 58 0.4 44.8 — — -—
18-19 years 9203 5.4 341.0 a2 3.8 12.7
20-24 years 3875 234 526.4 156 18.7 220
Tota! youth 4836 291 4278 188 225 174
25 years and over 11757  70.9 209.3 847 77.5 111
All priscners 16593 100.0 245.9 835 100.0 12.0

P R R I R I I O R I I I T L N B O P R R DRI B R

{a) Imprisonment rates enable comparison of prisoner humbers acress States and Territories. Prisoner
rates are expressed per 100,000 adult population,

(b} The minimum age for impnsonment varies between runsdichions from 17 to 18 years.

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Prisoners in Austrafia, 1995,

Over the ten years from 1985 to 1995, the proportion of prisoners who were less than
25 years of age has steadily declined. In 1985, 39% of prisoners were under 25 years,
compared with 29% of prisoners in 1995.

The decline has been greater in some States and Territories than in others. Between
1985 and 1995,<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>