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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

In 1993, 260,229 births were vegistered in Australia, an
increase of 7 per cent since 1983 when 242,570 births
were registered, considerably less than the 20 per cent
incrcase in the female population of child-bearing age in
the same period. Since 1990 the number of births has
fluctuated around 260,000.

Fertility

The Total Fertility Rate (the number of children one
woman would expect to bear during her child-bearing
lifetime) was 1.9 in 1993, the same as in 1983. The To-
tal Fertility Rate has fluctuated around 1.8 since the early
1980s. In 1993, the Australian Capital Tetritory recorded
the lowest Total Fertility Rate of all States/Territorics of
1.7 while the Northern Territory had the highest rate of
2.3, primarily due to higher fertility rates in the younger
age groups in the Northern Territory.

A comparisor with other countries reveals that Austra-
lia’s fertility pattern most closely resembles that of the
United Kingdom (see Table 32). Countries with high
Total Fentility Rates include Papua New Guinea 49 in
1992} and Indonesia (3.1 in 1992), Countries with low
Total Fertility Rates compared to Australia include Hong
Kong (1.4 in 1992), the Federal Republic of Germany
(1.5 in 1992) and Japan (1.7 in 1992), all well below the
replacement level of about 2.1 children per woman.

The Net Reproduction Rate (the number of daughters
born to women who are exposed to the fertility and mor-
tality rates of the reference year) was 0.9 in 1993, Since
falling below replacement level (1.0) in 1976, the Net
Reproduction Rate has remained fairly stable,

Age Specific Birth Rates (the number of births per
1,000 women of a specific age group in the pepulation)
in the younger age groups continued a gradual decline in
1993. Despite this decrease, the 25-29 year age group
remained the peak fertility group with a fertility rate of
130.0.

AGE-SPECIFIC BIRTH RATES, AUSTRALIA, 1983 AND 1993

Birth rate
150

#1983
125
2% 1993
100
75
50

25

RHF o L g e RS
15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44
Age groups

Q

In contrast to the decline in fertility among younger
women, the trend in recent years of increased fertility in
the older age groups continued in 1993, In the last dec-
ade, women aged 30-34 years have overtaken the 20-24
year age group as the second most fertile group. In

1993, women aged 30-34 ycars experienced a fertility
rate of 105.5 births per 1,000 women compared to 71.1
for women aged 20-24 years.

Age of Parents

The median age of parents (the age where there are as
many parents above the middle age as there are below in)
continued to rise in 1993.

The median age of mothers rcached 28.9 years in 1993,
an increase of 2 years since 1983. In 1993 the median
age of mothers for nuptial confinements was 29,7 years
compared with 24.5 years for ex-nuptial confinements.
Of all births registered in 1993, 34 per cent (88,279)
were to mothers aged 25-29 years, while another 30 per
cent (77,004) were to 30-34 year old mothers.

The median age of fathers of births resulting from nuptial
confinements in 1993 was 32 years, rising from 30 years
in 1983, Fathers of births resulting from ex-nuptial con-
finements where paternity was acknowledged tended to
be younger than their married counterparts with a median
age of 27.5 in 1993. Married people refers to those in
registered marriages and does not include people in de
facto marriages.

Previous births of the registered marriage

Of the 192,518 nuptial confinements registered in 1993,
40 per cent (77,718) were of mothers giving birth far the
first time, while a further 36 per cent (68.,389) already
had one child.

The proportion of married first-time mothers aged under
25 years decreased from 43 per cent in 1983 to 23 per
cent in 1993. The median age of married mothers giving
birth for the first tme was 28.3 years in 1993, an in-
crease of 2.6 years since 1983,

In the last ten years around 8 per cent of confinements
have resulicd in births to married parents who already
had 3 or more children. This cormpares with 12 per cent
in 1973 and 23 per cent in 1963,

Duration of marriage

The median duration of marriage prior to birth is the
point where there were as many births to couples who
had a duration of marriage above the mid point as therc
were 10 those who had a duration of marriage below the
mid point. In 1993, the median duration of marriage was
2.5 years for nuptial first confinements conmpared to 2.3
years in 1983. The median for all nuptial confinements
was 4.6 years in 1993,

Ex-nuptial births

The proportion of births outside registered martiage con-
tinued to increase in 1993 with 64,874 ex-nuptial births,
representing 25 per cent of all births, In 1983, 35,646 or
15 per cent of births occurred outside registered marriage.
In 1993, the proportion of ex-nuptial births varied consid-
erably across the States/Territories. The Northern
Territory recorded the highest proportion of ex-nuptial



births (55%) while Victoria had the lowest proportion
(20%).

In 1993, paternity was acknowledged by 82 per cent
(53,016) of fathers in ex-nuptial births, an increase from
64 per cent (22,983) in 1983. The proportion of pater-
nity acknowledged ex-nuptial births in 1993 ranged from
88 per cent in the Australian Capital Territory to 64 per
cent in the Northern Territory.

PERCENTAGE OF BIRTHS BY NUPTIALITY, AUSTRALIA
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Birthplace

Of the 193,518 nuptial confinements in 1993, the major-
ity (62%) resulted in births to parents who were both
born in Australia. In a further 20 per cent of cases one
parent was born in Australia and the other born overseas,
while 13 per cent were to parents born in the same over-
seas country. The remaining nuptial confinements
rcsulted in births to parents who were born in different
overseas countries.

European-bomn parents having children in 1993 were
more likely to be married to Australian-bomn partners
than to pariners born in the same European country.
More than half of all parents bom in Europe had Austra-
lian-born partners. The main exceptions were parents
from the Former Yugoslav Republics and Poland with
more than half having partners from their own country of
birth,

A high proportion of parents having children in 1993 and
born in South East Asia were also married to someone
from the same South East Asian country. This was the
case for fathers bom in the Philippines (90%) and Viet
Nam (88%). In addition, 91 per cent of mothers born in
Viet Nam also had partners born in the same country. A
rotable exception was Filipino-born mothers who were
more likely to be married to Australian-born men (40%)
than Filipino men (38%).

Malaysian-bom parents having children in 1993 recorded
the highest proportion of partners born in a different
overseas country (24 per cent of fathers and 25 per cent
of mothers), followed by 23 per cent of mothers born in

the Philippines. Filipino fathers, in contrast to their fe-
male counterparts, were unlikely to be married to
someone from a different overseas country (3%).

Overseas-born mothers tended to be older than Austra-
lian-born mothers, with 38 per cent of Australian-born
mothers aged 30 years and over compared to mothers
bom in Italy (61%), China (63%) and Malaysia (67%).
Of the present main immigrant source countries to Aus-
tralia, only mothers born in the Former Yugoslav
Republics (38%) and Lebanon (34%) had a smaller pro-
portion of mothers aged 30 years and over than
Australian-bom mothers.

The age of peak fertility for Australian-borm mothers was
25-29 years. However, for mothers born in China, Italy,
Malaysia, the Philippines and the United Kingdom, peak
fertility occurred among women aged 30-34 years. For
Chinese-born mothers, fertility was particularly high in
this age group with 41 per cent of Chinese-bom mothers
aged 30-34 years.

Multiple births

Of the 256,703 confincments registered in 1993, 1.4 per
cent (3497) rcsulted in twins, triplets or higher order
births. The vast majority of these multiple births were
twins (37%). Eighty per cent of confinements resulting
in multiple births occurred within registered marriage.

Births of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
children

Details of indigenous births registered in South Australia
and the Northern Territory have been included in this
publication for the first time (see Part C). Details for
other Siates and the Australian Capital Territory are
either not considered to be of a publishable standard or
not available in the case of Queensland.

In 1993, 519 indigenocus births were registered to mothers
usually resident in South Ausiralia, representing 3 per
cent of all births in that State. Indigenous people ac-
counted for around 1 per cent of the South Auvstralian
population in 1991. In the Northem Territory in 1993,
1,359 indigenous children were born or 38 per cent of all
Northern Territory births. In 1991, an estimated 26 per
cent of the Northern Territory population was indigenous,

Based on the 1991 Census of Population and Housing,
the Total Fertility Ratc of Aboriginal and Tomes Strait
Islander women declined sharply during the 1970s from
around 6.0 children per woman to 3.0 children per
woman. In 1986-91 the Total Fertility Rate for all in-
digenous women in Australia was 3.1, more than 50 per
cent higher than the figure for all women (1.9 in 1991).
In the 1986-91 period the Total Fertility Rate for South
Australian indigenous women was 3.0 and for the North-
ern Territory 3.4,

Based on birth registrations, the indigenous populations
of South Australia and the Northemm Territory experi-
enced higher fertility rates in 1993 than the population in
general. The Total Fertility Rate for indigenous mothers
was 2.5 in South Australia and 3.0 in the Northern Ter-
ritory, compared to 1.8 and 2.3 for all mothers in South
Australia and the Northern Territory respectively. The
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higher fertility rates recorded for indigenous mothers
were primarily due to higher rates among women in the

younger age groups.

The apparcnt decline in Total Fertility Rates from 1986-
91 to 1993 does not necessarilty reflect an actual decline
in fertility as the data are not strictly comparable. 1986-
91 figures are calculated using the own-children method
of fertility estimation (see p. 23) whereas 1993 figures
arc based directly on birth registrations.

TOTAL FERTILITY RATES BY INDIGENOUS ORIGIN,
AUSTRALIA, 1993
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In South Australia, indigenous women aged 15-19 years
experienced a birth rate over 5 times higher than for all
South Australian women in that age group. Fifty-five per
cent of indigenous mothers giving birth in South Ausira-
lia in 1993 were aged 24 or younger compared to 23 per
cent of all South Austalian mothers.

Young indigenous women in the Northern Territory also
cxperienced relatively high fertility rates. The fertility
ratc for indigenous women aged 15-19 years was over
double that for all Northern Territory women in that age
group. More than 65 per cent of indigenous mothers giv-
ing birth in 1993 were aged 24 years or less compared (o
40% of all Northern Territory mothers.

Year of Occurrence

The preceding commentary relates to birth data based on
year of registration. In Part B of this publication data are
presented on the basis of births occurring in 1993 and
registered by the end of June 1994, Year of occurrence
data for 1993 has resulted in nrumbers and rates which are
lower than those recorded for the same period on a reg-
istration basis. A number of factors may contribute to
these varations, including lags between the occurrence
and registration of a birth, problems encountered during
the registration process, or changes introduced to this
process by individual State or Territory Registrars.

On year of occurrence basis there were 256,173 births in
Australia in 1993, an increase of 6 per cent from 10 years
ago (242,190). The same period saw a decline in Total
Fertility Rate from 1.9 births per woman in 1983 to 1.8
in 1993,

In 1993, March was the most common month for giving
birth with 8.8 per cent of births occurting during that

month. Febrnary and November were the least common
months, each accounting for 7.8 per cent of births.

1992 Family Survey

Results from the 1992 Family Survey (see Part E) show
that an estimated 9 per cent of women aged 45-59 years
had remained childless. Women in this age group were
more likely to remain childless if they had never been in
a registered marriage (43,895 women or 92% of those
who had never married) than if they had ever married
(76,328 women or 6% of ever married women). This
patern was also evident among younger women.

CHILDLESS WOMEN IN SELECTED AGE GROUPS BY
REGISTERED MARITAL STATUS, AUSTRALIA, 1993
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An estimated 341,592 women, or 6 per cent of all women
aged 15-59 years, were living in de facto relationships in
1992. Women in de facto relationships tended to be
younger than women in registered marriages and have a
registered marital status of never married. About 50 per
cent of women in de facto relationships were childless.

PERCENTAGE OF PERSONS AGED 15 YEARS AND OVER LIVING
IN BE FACTG RELATIONSHIPS BY SEX AND MARITAL STATUS,
AUSTRALIA, 1992

Never

married  Separated  Divorced  Widowed Total

Males 67 9 23 1 100
Femnales 63 7 28 2 100

The average number of children per mother increases
with age, with an average of 2.9 children for mothers
aged 45-59 in 1992. The greatest increase in the average
number of children per mother was apparent between
mothers aged 25-29 years (1.8 children) and mothers
aged 30-34 years (2.3 children). For mothers in de facto
relationships, the greatest increase in the average number
of children per mother was apparent between mothers
aged 20-24 years (1.4 children) and mothers aged 25-29
years (2.0 children)., This reflects a difference in the
ages of peak fertility between de facto mothers (20-24
years) and all mothers {25-29 years).



PART A: YEAR OF REGISTRATION

TABLE 1. BIRTHS: SUMMARY(a), STATES AND TERRITORIES, 1993

Other
NSW Vic. Qoid SA WA Tas. NT ACT Territories  Ausiralia
BIRTHS
Total births 89,354 64,049 46,778 20,078 25,081 6835 3,603 4,414 37 260,229
Males 45906 32,7793 24,055 10232 12925 3,523 1884 2234 20 133,572
Females 43,448 31,256 22,723 9846 12,156 3312 1,719 2,180 17 126,657
Sex ratio 105.7 104.9 105.9 103.9 106.3 106.4 109.6 102.5 117.6 105.5
Nuptial births 68,003 51,420 33,134 14982 13090 4,680 1,611 3,404 31 195355
Ex-nuptial births —
Number 21,351 12629 13644 509 6991 2,155 1,992 1,010 6 64,874
Percentage of 1oual live births 239 19.7 292 254 219 315 55.3 229 16.2 24.9
Paternity acknowledged births —
Nummber 17,504 10,514 11,036 4,227 5713 1,854 1,279 886 3 53,016
Percentage of total ex-nuptial births 820 83.3 80.9 82.9 81.7 86.0 64.2 87.7 50.0 817
Crude birth rate 149 143 15.0 13.7 15.0 14.5 21.2 14.8 n.a. 14.7
Age-specific birth rates —
15-19 21.2 13.3 260 17.8 237 299 811 14.5 na. 20.9
20-24 74.9 577 804 65.6 74.8 90.6 i16.1 52.5 na. 71.1
2529 131.1 127.4 132.5 125.4 1320 140.0 127.6 121.4 na. 130.0
30-34 106.7 110.0 101.7 1028 1843 914 80.7 104.7 na. 105.5
35-39 41.3 41.0 353 384 359 29.5 380 39.0 na. 39.0
40-44 6.9 6.7 54 6.3 54 4.4 7.0 6.1 n.a. 6.3
45-49 0.3 g2 0.2 0.2 0.1 03 0.6 0.4 n.a. 02
Total ferility rate 1.912 1.784 1.907 1.784 1.881 1.93¢ 2306 1.693 n.a. 1.865
Female net repreduction rate 0918 0859 0913 0862 0902 0923 1.063 0.829 n.z. 0.896
CONFINEMENTS
Total confinements 88,163 63,172 46,122 19,802 24,725 6,773 3,560 4,349 37 256,703
Median age of mother (years) —
Nuptia] first confinements 282 285 28.0 286 283 27.6 28.4 28.3 26.5 28.3
All nuptial confinements 29.7 29.9 29.4 30.0 297 290 2.5 20.8 300 2907
Ex-nuptial confinements 246 253 23.9 24.7 243 239 23.6 24.8 275 24.5
Patemity acknowledged confinements 24.9 25.5 24.2 248 246 242 24.6 25.6 27.0 24.8
All confinements 289 29.3 28.3 291 28.7 27.9 26.7 26.1 29.5 28.9
Median age of father (years) —
Nuptial confinements 322 321 31.7 322 320 314 3211 321 31.0 32.0
Paterity acknowledged confinements 276 279 26.9 217 215 26.6 27.7 274 27.0 27.5
Median duration of rmarriage (years) —
Nuptial first confinemenits 23 2.7 24 2.8 2.4 2.4 1.8 22 2.3 2.5
Noptial confinements 4.5 47 4.5 47 46 45 4.1 4.4 4.3 4.6
Nuplial confinements —
Previpus births —
0 26,805 20,769 12960 6220 6368 2,079 644 1,357 16 71718
1 23665 17955 11,707 5317 6,464 1,435 560 1,259 7 68,389
2 11,270 8282 5423 2266 3072 713 257 514 4 31,801
3 3.618 2,553 1772 673 1,026 257 81 161 4 16,145
4 1,031 651 403 185 242 68 22 39 — 2,731
5 and over 660 445 281 %4 140 64 26 23 —_ 1,733
Average pumber of births 20 20 2.0 19 20 18 2.0 1.9 19 2.0

(2} Sec Explanatory Notes for definitions of the tezms nsed.



TABLE 2. BIRTHS: STATES AND TERRITORIES

Other
NSW Vie, Qid S4 WA Tas, NT ACT  Territaries Australia
MALELS
Census years —
1971 50,443 38,357 20,319 11,738 12,519 4,215 1,523 1,999 .. 141,113
1976 40,253 30,957 18,004 9,787 10,673 3,482 1,392 2242 .. (a)l16,838
1981 42,280 30,268 20,136 9,769 i1,355 3,674 1,606 2,082 . 121,170
1986 43,458 30,855 20,782 9,930 12,448 3615 1,711 2,115 .. 124,914
1991 44942 33,636 22,564 10,175 12,959 3,454 1,799 2,436 .. 131,965
Annual totals —
1983 42,706 30,695 21,733 10,211 11,910 3,651 1,557 2,095 .. 124,558
1988 43,495 31,688 20,820 9,917 12,874 3,433 1,803 2,193 .. 126,223
1989 43,948 32,341 21,428 18,152 12,783 3,506 1,740 2112 o 128,510
1990 46,752 34,357 23,082 10,170 13,082 3620 1,798 2,333 .. 135,154
1991 44,942 33,636 22,564 10,175 12,959 3,454 1,79 2438 . 131,965
1992 47,710 33,691 23,600 9,957 12,879 3,595 1,913 2,256 .. 135,601
1993 45906 32793 24,055 10,232 12,925 3,523 1,884 2,234 20 133,572
FEMALES
Census years —
197 48,293 37,037 19,528 11,151 11,757 4,135 1,393 1,954 .. 135,248
1976 38,496 29456 17,264 .079 10,027 3254 1,296 2,030 . {(aNn1o972
1981 39,591 29,016 18,799 9,502 10,545 3,556 1,503 2,060 .. 114,672
1986 41,073 29,307 19,589 92,811 11,788 3335 1,604 1.987 .. 118,494
1691 42,425 31,802 21,596 9,465 12,458 3416 1,800 2,320 .. 125,282
Annual totais —
1983 40,601 29,233 20,352 9,619 11,177 3411 1,570 2,049 .. 118,012
1988 41,152 30,446 19,741 9,238 12,269 3,346 1,636 2,142 . 119,970
1989 41,342 31,161 20,643 9,458 12,268 3,307 1,63% 2,025 N 122,343
1990 43,782 32613 21,786 9,693 12,274 3,423 1,759 2,124 .. 127,454
1991 42,425 31,802 21,596 2,465 12,458 3416 1,800 2,320 .. 125282
1992 44,875 32005 22,640 9,354 12,194 3392 1,829 2,19 .. 128,550
1993 43,448 31,236 22,723 9,846 12,156 3,312 1,719 2,180 17 126,657
PERSONS

Census years —
1971 98,736 75,394 39,847 22,889 24,276 8350 2916 3,953 .. 276,361
1976 78,749 60,413 35,268 18,866 20,700 6,736 2,688 4,272 .. (a)227 810
1981 81971 59,284 38,935 19,271 21,500 7,230 3,109 4,142 BN 235,842
1986 84 53] 60,162 40371 19,741 24236 6,950 3315 4,102 .. 243,408
1991 87367 65,438 44,160 19,640 25,417 6,870 3,599 4,156 . 257,247
Annual tofals —
1983 83,307 59928 42,085 19,830 23,087 7,062 3127 4,144 .. 242,570
1988 84,647 62,134 40,561 19,155 25,143 6,779 3,439 4,335 .. 246,193
1989 85,790 64,002 42,071 19,610 25,051 6,813 3,379 4,137 .. 250,853
1990 90,534 66,970 44,868 19,863 25,356 7.043 3,557 4,457 .. 262,648
1991 87,367 65,438 44,160 19,640 25,417 6,870 3,599 4,756 - 257,247
1992 92,585 65,766 46,240 19,311 25,073 6,987 3,742 4,447 .. 264,151
1993 89,354 64,049 46,778 20,078 25,081 6,835 3,603 4,414 37 260,229

(a) Tncludes not stated,



TABLE 3. CRUDE. BIRTH RATES: STATES AND TERRITORIES

Other
NSW Vie. Qid SA WA Tas. NT ACT Territories Australia
Census year rates —
1971 215 215 22.1 19.5 231 213 35.7 275 - 217
1976 16.5 16.5 17.6 15.2 18.2 167 29.0 21.5 . 16.8
1981 15.7 15.0 16.6 14.6 16.8 16.9 252 18.2 . 15.8
1986 153 145 15.4 143 166 156 21.5 15.8 .. 15.2
1991 14.8 14.8 14.9 13.6 155 147 21.7 16.5 .. 149
Annual rates —
1983 15.6 149 17.0 14.7 16.9 i63 23.0 17.4 .. 15.8
1988 4.8 14.6 14.8 13.6 16.4 15.0 21.6 156 .. 14.9
1989 4.8 14.8 149 13.8 15.9 15.0 20.9 15.0 .. 14.9
1990 155 153 15.5 13.9 15.7 15.3 21.8 15.8 .- 15.4
1991 14.8 14.8 149 13.6 15.5 14.7 21.7 16.5 . 14.9
1992 15.5 14.8 15.2 13.3 15.1 14.9 224 15.1 .. 15.1
[593 14.9 14.3 15.0 13.7 15.0 14.5 21.2 14.8 na 14.7
TARBLE 4. AGE SPECIFIC BIRTH RATES AND TOTAL FERTILITY RATES, AUSTRALIA
Age group (years) Toial
fertidity
15-19(a) 20-24 25-29 30-34 35.39 4044 45-49 (b} rate
Census year rates —
1966 48.9 173.1 183.9 105.1 506 14.2 1.0 2.889
1971 58.5 181.% 193.5 101.8 44.2 11.3 0.8 2.945
1976 352 128.3 146.2 2.5 241 5.5 0.4 2.061
1981 28.2 107.5 145.2 716 24.5 4.5 0.3 1.938
1986 21.8 90.0 141.9 88.7 27.2 43 0.2 1.870
1991 221 75.0 132.0 100.2 36.0 55 02 1.855
Annual rates —
1983 26.6 102.7 145.9 81.5 25.0 4.3 0.2 1.931
1388 20.3 81.5 136.9 93.3 30.5 4.6 0.2 1.837
1389 20.6 784 1354 96.1 326 50 0.2 1.842
1990 . 2.1 794 137.9 1017 34.7 5.5 0.2 1.907
1991 221 75.0 132.0 100.2 360 55 0.2 1.855
1992 219 74.9 132.6 134.6 384 6.1 03 1.895
1993 20.9 71.1 1300 1055 30.0 6.3 0.2 1.865
(a) Includes births 1o mothers aged less than 15, (b} Includes binths to mothers aged 50 and over.
TABLE 5. FEMALE GROSS AND NET REPRODUCTION RATES, AUSTRALIA
Female net reproduction rate
Life table
Female gross experience on
repraduction rafe . Rate which rate is based
Census year rates —
1966 (a) 1.401 1.357 1965-1967
1971 (a) 1.403 1362 1970-1972
1976 (a) 1.004 0.98t 1575-1977
1981 (a) 0.942 0.925 1980-1982
1986 (a) 0.910 0.895 1985-1987
1991 (b} 0.903 0.890 1991
Annual rates—
1983 (b) 0.939 0.923 1983
1988 (b) 0.895 0.880 1988
1589 (b) 0.899 0.884 1989
1990 (b) 0.926 0911 1990
1991 {(b) 0.903 0.390 1991
1952 (b) 0.922 0.909 1952
1993 (b) 0.908 0.896 1993

{2) Next reproduction rates ere based on life tables prepared by the Australian Govemment Actaary for the three years surrounding each census. The latost available are
those for 1985-1987. (b) Net reproduction rates are based on Annual Life Tables calculated by the Anstralian Statistician.



TABRLE 6. BIRTHS AND CONFINEMENTS: AGE GROUP OF MOTHER, STATES AND TERRITORIES, 1993

28.3

29.7

Other
Age group (years) NSW Vic, Qid SA WA Tas. NT ACT Territories Ausiralia
MALES
19 and vnder 2,256 1,117 1,562 458 750 249 270 90 — 6,752
20-24 9,035 5,437 5,290 1,874 2,533 828 hyal 410 5 25,933
25.29 15273 11,502 8,067 3,485 4397 1,229 559 764 4 45,280
30-34 13,588 10,441 6,625 3,137 3,742 923 372 666 7 39,501
35-3% 4954 3,697 2,173 1,083 1,285 259 137 254 4 13,856
40 and over 799 562 337 179 206 35 24 45 — 2,187
Not stated 1 37 1 6 12 —_ 1 5 — 63
Total 45906 32,793 24,055 10232 12,925 3,523 1,884 2234 20 133,572
FEMALES
19 and under 2,167 1,063 1,504 421 701 254 21 92 — 6,423
20-24 8590 5239 5,044 1,819 2,472 760 431 385 8 24,748
25-29 14564 11,022 7,563 3,351 4,007 1,123 512 764 3 42,999
30-34 12,815 9,919 6,285 2,999 3,558 857 3092 &74 4 37,503
35-39 4,549 3,420 2,024 1,076 1,156 275 140 227 2 12,872
40 and over 759 559 301 175 151 43 23 34 — 2,045
Not stated 4 34 2 5 18 — — 4 — 67
Total 43,448 31,256 22,723 9,846 12,156 3,312 1,719 2,180 17 126,657
PERSONS
19 and under 4423 2,180 3,066 879 1,451 503 491 i82 — 13,175
20-24 17,625 10676 10334 3693 5,005 1,588 952 795 13 50,681
25-29 29,837 22524 15630 6,836 8,494 2,352 1,071 1,528 7 88,279
30-34 26,403 20,360 12910 6,136 7300 1,780 764 1,330 11 77,004
35-39 9,503 7,117 4,197 2,169 2444 534 Z17 481 26,728
4(} and over 1,558 1,121 638 354 357 78 47 79 — 4,232
Not stated 5 ih! 3 11 30 —_ 1 9 — 130
Total births 89,354 64,049 46778 20,078 25,081 6,835 3,603 4,414 37 260229
CONFINEMENTS (a)
19 and vnder 43% 2173 3,033 875 1,444 501 486 - 182 — 13,090
2024 17,466 10,585 10,252 3,658 4950 1,577 941 785 13 50,227
25-28 29416 22,192 15413 6,749 8,383 2,330 1,057 1,502 7 87,049
30-34 25993 20,064 12678 6,027 7176 1,761 755 1,318 11 75,783
3539 9,347 6,984 4,113 2,131 2395 527 273 476 26,252
40 and over 1,540 1,104 630 351 347 77 47 77 - 4173
Not stated 5 70 3 i1 30 — 1 9 — 129
Total confinements 88,163 63,172 46,122 19,802 24,725 6,773 3,560 4,349 37 256,703
{2) Resuliing in one or more births.,
TABLE 7. CONFINEMENTS: MEDIAN AGES OF PARENTS, AUSTRALIA
Median age (years)
Mothers of
Fathers of
nuptial First nuptial All nuptial
children children children
of current of current of current Ex-nuptial Tota!
marriage marriage marriage children mothers
Census year medians —
1966 29.4 230 26.1 213 25.9
1971 286 232 25.7 212 25.4
1976 28.8 242 262 216 25.9
1981 29.8 25.3 27.1 221 26.7
1986 30.6 26.5 28.1 233 27.5
1991 31.6 278 293 24.1 285
Annual medians —
1983 300 257 27.4 225 269
1988 jle 271 286 237 27.9
1989 31.2 273 28.8 23.9 282
1990 314 276 29.0 240 283
1991 316 27.8 293 24.1 28.5
1992 31.8 280 295 24.3 28.7
1993 32.0 245 28.9



TABLE 8. BIRTHS AND} CONFINEMENTS(a): NUPTIALITY AND PLURALITY, STATES AND TERRITORIES, 1993

Other
NSW Vie. Qid SA WA Tas. NT ACT  Territories Australic
BIRTHS
Nuptial —
Single 66,100 49,809 32,154 14530 17542 4593 1,570 3299 31 189718
Twins 1,837 1,452 910 437 514 84 38 105 — 5,377
Triplets and higher order 66 6% 70 15 34 3 3 — —_ 260
Total nuptial 68,003 51420 33,134 14982 IR090 4,680 1,611 3404 31 195,355
Ex-nuptial —
Single 20875 12403 13327 4,993 6,835 2,119 1,948 982 6 63,488
Twins and higher order 476 26 317 103 156 36 44 28 — 1,386
Total ex-nuptial 21351 12,629 13,644 5006 6,991 2,155 1,992 1,010 [ 64 874
Total births 89354 64,049 46778 20,078 25081 6835 3,601 4414 37 260229
CONFINEMENTS (b}
Nuptial —
Single 66,100 49899 32154 14530 17542 4,593 L570 3,299 3t 189,718
Twins 926 733 459 221 258 42 19 54 — 2,712
Triplets and higher order 23 23 23 s 12 1 1 — — 83
Total nuptial 67,049 50,655 32,636 14756 17812 4,636 1,586 3353 3i 192,518
Ex-nuptial —
Single 20875 12403 13327 4993 63835 2,119 1,948 982 6 63,488
Twing and higher order 239 114 159 53 78 18 22 14 — 697
Total ex-nuptial 21,114 12,517 13486 Sp6 6913 2,137 1970 296 6 64,185
Total confinements 88,163 63,172 46,122 19,802 24,725 6,773 3,560 4,349 37 256,703

(a) The apparent discrepancy between the number of births occuzring in multiple confinements and the number of births which can be expected to arize fromn
such confinements is dus to the exclusion of fetal deaths. (b} Resulting in ene or more births.

TABLE 9. EX-NUFTIAL BIRTHS: TOTAL NUMBER AND NUMBER WHERE PATERNITY WAS ACKNOWLEDGED,

STATES AND TERRITORIES
Other
NSW Vie. Qld SA WA Tas. NT ACT Territories Ausiralia
EX-NUPTIAL BIRTHS
Census years —
1971 9674 5010 4859 1,782 2,720 722 664 198 .. 25,629
1976 7,993 4390 4667 1,785 2,627 717 629 237 .. (a)23,064
1981 10977 5560 63%0 2503 3304 1,073 1,028 365 . 31,200
1986 14326 7395 7923 3451 4,481 1,197 1,644 530 . 40,950
1991 19427 12221 11,662 4,763 6,422 1,893 1,913 922 N 59,223
Annual totals —
1983 12,446 6416 7551 2837 3,647 1,114 1,216 419 .. 35,646
1988 16003 9213 8850 3,602 5314 1,427 1,691 668 .. 46,768
1989 17345 10,134 988 4115 5415 1,505 1,745 643 .. 50,788
19590 19254 11,750 11,397 4537 5977 1,761 1,880 851 . 57,407
1991 19427 12,221 11,662 4763 6422 1,893 1913 922 .. 59,223
1992 21412 12,591 12897 4834 6673 1,984 2,068 909 .. 63,368
1993 21,351 12,629 13644 5096 6991 2,155 1992 1,010 6 64,874
PATERNITY ACKNOWLEDGED EX-NUPTIAL BIRTHS (b)

Census years —
1981 7,038 3,134 3,786 1,543 1,810 562 774 238 .. 18,885
1986 10723 5075 5,195 2509 3,048 823 1,154 366 .. 28,803
1991 15,709 10,043 8,804 3845 5094 1,531 1,264 684 i 47,064
Annual totals —
1983 8,623 3,887 4651 1921 2,069 693 858 281 . 22,983
1088 12249 7,049 6,159 2697 3,898 1,101 1,125 495 .. 34,773
1989 13596 7907 6869 3,172 4170 1,179 1,173 506 .. 38,572
1960 15150 9,406 8222 3,591 4,598 1,413 1,237 640 o 44,257
1991 15709 10,043 8894 3845 5094 1,531 1,264 684 .. 47,064
1992 17494 10,372 10,353 3980 5348 1,660 1,365 777 .. 51,349
1493 17,504 10,514 11,036 4227 5713 1,854 1,279 886 3 53,016

(1} Includes not stated. (b) Ex-nuptial birtha where the fathers particulars have been legally recorded.
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TABLE 12. CONFINEMENTS: AGE AND BIRTHPLACE OF MOTHER, AUSTRALIA, 1993

Age group (years)
19 and 40 and Not
Birthplace of mother sinder 20-24 25-29 30-34 35.39 over stated Toral
OCEANIA AND ANTARCTICA—
Australia 11,714 41,576 66,293 54,778 17,444 2,495 73 154 373
Hiji 25 218 320 258 98 15 1 935
New Zealand 3sz 1,150 2,098 2,040 740 104 4 6,528
Papua New Guinca 28 178 258 171 62 6 — 703
Other 26 256 387 315 159 38 2 1,183
Total 12,145 431418 69.356 57562 18,503 2,658 30 203,722
EUROPE AND FORMER USSR—
Augtria i 14 4t 37 24 3 — 120
Czechoslovakia pA 13 48 35 13 2 — 113
Cyprus 1 39 122 115 44 8 — 329
Denmark 4 13 57 45 10 3 — 132
Former USSR & Baltic States 3 35 68 61 18 8 — 193
Former Yugoslav Repablics 34 380 773 508 201 33 — 1,929
France 4 27 121 90 34 12 — 288
Germany 19 T4 266 280 112 33 1 783
Greece 2 67 264 255 105 20 2 715
Hungary — 16 32 19 25 7 — 99
Ireland 4 38 221 282 112 21 1 679
TInaly 2 &9 420 483 226 56 —_ 1,256
Malta 4 32 104 140 76 22 — 378
Netherlands ) 61 157 168 114 36 —_— 544
Paland 10 69 136 162 129 20 — 526
Portugal 5 33 128 101 26 3 — 296
Romania 5 49 69 49 31 6 — 213
Spain 5 21 50 &5 17 2 — 160
Switzerland — 13 44 73 18 5 — 153
United Kingdom 188 1,539 5,406 5,554 1,977 355 2 15,021
Other 5 41 174 158 70 Il —_ 454
Total 30 2,643 8,701 8,680 3,382 666 ] 24,388
MIDNLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA—
Egypt 3 42 184 177 84 16 — 506
Iran 1 19 n 88 35 3 — 21
Tsrael 2 16 k)] 2 17 7 — 112
Lebanon 170 048 1,025 742 288 63 2 3,238
Syria 13 77 98 55 24 9 2 278
Turkey i 50 339 340 178 65 7 4 983
Orther 13 91 163 145 75 7 1 495
Total 252 1,532 1,919 1417 592 j12 g 5,833
SOUTTIEAST ASIA—
Cambodia 26 145 214 145 &9 18 2 639
I[ndonesia 10 103 262 232 110 27 — 744
Laos 20 54 95 75 26 10 — 280
Malaysia 14 94 362 559 329 53 — 1,411
Philippines 57 296 815 923 545 123 — 2,759
Singapore 9 54 108 20 101 13 _ 488
Thailand 14 57 141 135 50 13 — 410
Wiet Nam 50 696 1,258 1,228 651 163 10 4,096
Other 1 7 55 62 38 4 — 167
Total 241 1,506 3310 3562 1,939 424 12 10,994
NORTHEAST ASIA—
Chima 4 130 702 938 436 64 1 2,215
Hong Kong 6 37 248 590 203 20 1 1,105
Japan 2 21 130 187 70 11 — 421
Korea — 33 188 159 53 3 — 436
Other — 18 80 30 37 7 — 222
Total i2 239 1,348 1954 799 105 2 445
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TAELE 12, CONFINEMENTS: AGE AND BIRTHPLACE OF MOTHER, AUSTRALIA, 1993 —continued

Age group (years)
19 and 40 and Not
Birthplace of mother under 20-24 25.29 30-34 35-39 over stated Total
SOUTHERN ASIA—
India 9 143 493 464 124 27 — 1260
Pakistan 3 23 58 43 15 1 — 143
Sri Lanka 6 56 247 335 136 28 — 808
Other 6 62 112 62 24 5 —— 27
Total 24 284 10 A4 299 61 -_— 2482
THE AMERICAS—
Argentina 5 33 61 44 21 [ —_ 170
Canada 7 46 149 197 101 13 —_ 513
Caribbean — 4 22 23 13 4 —_ 66
Central America 19 435 84 68 30 5 — 25t
Chile 15 94 195 161 54 15 — 534
United States of America 11 95 249 351 184 46 — 936
Umguay 3 29 72 40 8 5 - 157
Other 1 39 102 123 56 17 — 338
Total 6/ 385 934 1,007 467 i11 — 2,965
AFRICA {Excluding North Africay—
Kenya 1 7 25 &4 20 1 —_ 11%
Mauritivs 3 29 120 132 65 8 — 357
South Africa 16 87 217 255 100 16 1 692
Zimbabwe 4 25 49 78 26 3 —_ 185
Onher 9 56 150 159 55 6 — 435
Total 33 204 S$61 588 266 k2 i 1,787
Other and not stated 12 16 10 9 5 2 19 73
Total 13,090 50227 87,049 75,783 26,252 4,173 129 256,703
TABLE 13. NUFTIAL CONFINEMENTS: PREVIOUS BIRTHS OF MOTHER, AUSTRALIA
Previous births of the current marriage
5 and
0 i 2 3 4 over Total{a)
Census years —
1966 73,462 56,057 35,408 18,956 9,543 10,535 203,961
1971 95,418 74,752 41,938 19,444 8,365 §321 248,238
1976 78,086 73,333 33,505 11,130 3,584 3,031 202,692
1981 82,476 67,627 35,445 11,750 3282 1,593 202,579
1986 80,563 70,017 33,937 10,955 2,904 1,723 200,119
1991 81,179 67,055 32,231 10,300 2811 1,680 195,258
Annual totals —
1983 83,466 70,427 34,081 11,343 3,108 1,878 204,779
1988 79,841 68,432 33,419 10,65G 2,856 1,659 196,900
1989 81357 67,459 33,066 10,856 2,874 1,687 197302
1990 84 228 68,301 34,026 11,179 3,089 1,761 202,585
1991 81,179 67,055 32,231 10,300 2,811 1,680 195,258
1992 80,821 69,467 32,644 10,522 2,843 1,702 198 002
1593 77,718 68,389 31,801 10,145 2,731 1,733 192518

{a) Includes not stared.
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TABLE 14. NUPTIAL CONFINEMENTS: BIRTHPLACES OF PARENTS, AUSTRALIA, 1993

Father born in couniry shown and mother born in Mother born in country shown and father born in
Same Different Same Differen:
OVETrSEQS OVErseas averseas OVErSeEay
Cauntry of birth Australia couniry couniry Totalfa)  Australia country country Total{a)
OCEANIA AND ANTARCTICA—
Australia 119,288 — 18,444 137,743 119,288 —_ 20,877 140,153
Fijt 132 495 64 691 169 495 137 801
New Zealand 2,172 1,279 637 4,088 2,176 1,279 683 4,139
Papua New Guinea am 50 60 412 351 50 g2 493
Other 154 613 161 928 128 613 134 875
Total 122,048 2437 19,366 143,862 122,112 2437 21923 146,501
EUROPE AND FORMER USSR
Austria 95 11 47 153 50 11 35 96
Czechoslovakia 44 46 26 il6 29 46 17 92
Cyprus 155 174 62 391 79 174 65 318
Denmark 62 16 29 107 &7 16 18 1
Former USSR & Baliic States 25 107 18 150 21 107 50 178
Former Yugoslav Republics 799 1,264 210 2273 360 1.264 129 1,753
France 137 29 54 220 122 29 73 224
Germany 475 95 226 796 351 95 181 627
Greece 769 295 164 1,228 292 295 92 679
Hungary 56 47 38 141 22 47 13 82
Treland 297 234 125 656 241 234 128 a3
Traly 1,348 364 290 2,002 659 364 169 1,192
Malta 313 107 9 51% 182 107 59 348
Netherlands 467 58 154 679 305 58 9z 455
Poland 92 343 66 501 81 343 49 473
Pormgal 80 173 59 312 45 173 44 262
Romsnia 23 167 36 226 8 167 15 190
Spain 120 35 55 210 54 35 43 132
Switzerland 74 35 52 161 65 35 32 132
United Kingdom 8,478 3,181 1,549 13,208 7,589 3,181 1,250 12,023
Crher 170 76 82 328 201 76 84 361
Total 14,079 6,857 3441 24377 10,823 6,857 2,638 24,521
MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA--
Egypt 147 370 131 648 70 370 57 497
Iran 35 182 59 276 i3 182 22 217
Israel &7 44 73 184 33 4 27 104
Lebanon 395 2,674 258 3,527 210 2,674 275 3,160
Syria : 34 126 126 286 6 126 143 275
Turkey 132 852 69 1,053 58 852 48 958
Other 143 268 211 622 61 268 151 480
Total 1,153 4516 927 6.596 451 4516 723 5,691
SOUTHEAST ASIA—
Cambodia 3 37 94 468 9 3 118 498
Indonesia 114 403 100 617 127 403 162 693
Laos 7 162 43 212 5 162 39 206
Malaysia 247 624 281 1,152 365 624 326 1,315
Philippines 72 923 29 1,024 9t 923 553 2,453
Singapore 117 107 120 344 154 107 179 440
Thailand 13 51 32 96 162 sl 110 323
Viet Nam 29 2917 367 3373 47 2977 241 3,265
Other 34 61 46 141 41 61 54 156
Total 636 5.679 1,112 7427 1887 5679 1,782 9,349
NORTHEAST ASIA—
China 63 1,401 310 1,774 155 1,401 513 2,069
Hong Kong 80 g 278 1,077 81 719 268 1,068
Japan 42 193 30 265 110 193 99 402
Korea 8 366 21 395 25 366 31 422
Other 7 111 54 172 16 11t 79 206
Total 200 2,79 693 3,683 387 2,7% 980 4,167
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TABLE 14. NUPTIAL CONFINEMENTS: BIRTHPLACES OF PARENTS, AUSTRALIA, 1993—continued

Father born in country shown and mother born in

Mother born in country shown and father born in

Same  Different Same  Different
overseas overseas overseas overseas
Country of birth Australia COMRITY country Totalfa}  Australia country couniry Total(a)
SOUTIIERN ASIA—
India 253 800 196 1,249 222 800 183 1,205
Pakistan 32 100 o0 192 15 100 26 141
Sri Lanka 107 625 85 817 107 625 52 784
Other 17 245 20 282 7 245 13 265
Total 409 1,770 361 2540 351 1,770 274 2,395
THE AMERICAS—
Argentina 48 56 61 163 35 56 50 141
Canada 241 36 77 354 300 36 90 426
Caribbean 41 6 8 55 39 [3 16 61
Central America 15 140 19 174 18 140 35 193
Chile 81 2381 74 436 65 281 %0 436
United Staics of America 454 177 165 706 517 177 138 833
Uruguay 41 34 52 127 38 34 56 128
Orher 60 101 67 228 108 101 95 304
Tataf 987 837 523 2,335 1,120 831 570 2.522
AFRICA (Excluding North Afrlea}—
Kenya 65 12 45 126 54 12 33 Y
Maurilus 101 152 46 299 106 152 62 323
South Africa 258 209 138 605 253 209 134 596
Zimbabwe 66 36 44 146 70 36 58 164
Other 162 141 178 481 113 141 120 374
Total 656 550 451 1,657 599 350 407 1.556
Orher and not stated 31 3 7 a1 13 3 —_ 16
Total 140,193 25,433 26,881 192,518 137,743 25,433 29,307 192,518

(a) Includes not stated.
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TABLE 15. NUPTIAL CONFINEMENTS: AGE AN} PREVIOUS BIRTHS OF MOTHER, AUSTRALIA, 1993

Previous births of the current marriage

Total Average
5 and Not Total births births
Age (years) 0 1 2 3 4 over stated confinements {a) fa)
15 and under — 1 — — —_ — — 1 2 20
16 20 — — — —_ _ —_ 20 20 1.0
17 87 7 1 — —_ — — 95 104 1.1
18 358 69 — — — —_ —_— 427 498 1.2
19 878 260 27 l — — — 1,166 1,491 1.3
20 1,546 649 87 7 —_ — — 2,289 3,156 1.4
21 2,245 1,105 176 35 2 — — 3,563 5,165 14
22 3,224 1,761 412 41 9 2 — 5,449 8,257 1.5
23 4078 2330 645 105 13 — — 7171 11,214 16
24 5,114 2,959 874 165 33 2 — 9,147 14,583 1.6
25 5,963 3,755 1,172 272 54 10 — 11,226 18,568 1.7
26 6,648 4,541 1571 382 62 18 - 13,222 22,553 1.7
27 6,887 5,155 1,830 491 120 25 1 14,509 25,620 15
28 6,865 5,942 2312 613 134 33 — 15,899 29256 L8
29 6,487 6,453 2779 753 165 60 —_ 16,697 32,230 1.9
30 5,988 6,351 3,108 872 191 83 — 16,593 33,242 2.0
3 5,031 5,716 3,104 N 200 104 — 15,126 31,596 2.1
32 4,042 5251 3,066 1,013 252 137 — 13,761 30,210 2.2
33 3,072 4,176 2,674 949 246 14] — 11,258 25617 23
34 2,441 3,352 2,285 B18 234 148 — 9,278 21,578 2.3
35 1,886 2,571 1,734 71% 214 134 — 7,258 17211 2.4
36 1,484 1,923 1,348 550 213 145 — 5,663 13,734 2.4
a7 1,035 1375 882 435 164 177 — 4068 10,283 25
38 805 1,006 696 373 138 125 — 3,143 8,002 2.5
39 562 685 412 226 96 116 — 2,097 5398 2.6
40 399 164 293 148 75 91 — 1,470 3,852 26
41 251 236 156 85 46 53 — 827 2,155 26
42 151 147 74 59 33 48 — 512 1419 2.8
4% 87 74 48 28 20 35 — 292 850 2.9
44 39 27 21 19 5 23 — 134 433 3.2
45 11 i7 2 7 6 14 _ 57 211 3.7
46 11 7 5 3 2 3 — 31 82 26
47 ] — 2 1 3 3 — 14 51 36
48 2 — | 1 1 1 — 6 23 38
49 — — — 1 — — — 1 4 4.0
Not stated 16 24 4 2 _ 2 — 48 100 2.1
Total 71,718 68,389 31,5801 10,145 2,731 1,733 1 192,518 378,768 2.4
(a) Excludes previous births not stated.
TABLE 16. NUPTIAL CONFINEMENTS: DURATION OF CURRENT MARRIAGE, AUSTRALIA
Duration of current marriage (years)
Under 1Sana  Tow!
! ! 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 104 over ()
Census years —
1966 31,518 24444 24587 22234 17922 14928 12499 10,181 8211 7058 20512 9867 203,961
1971 33986 290279 32,669 29,756 125,109 21,135 16582 12436 9778 7,653 20,765 B5607 248238
1976 18,774 21,231 25706 26,555 25359 22060 17576 12,757 9,009 6266 13,136 3822 202692
1981 20625 21990 22,018 21,625 21,010 19467 17398 15,132 11,836 9,092 18556 3499 202,579
1986 18350 22486 23200 23390 21803 19,025 15658 12645 9969 8428 20807 4226 200,119
1991 19,180 22,724 22,573 22,111 19952 18113 15786 12917 10378 8,125 18633 4,733 195258
Annual totals —
1983 19,862 23,681 24042 23,188 20493 18,060 16,242 13,925 11,939 9457 19991 3,734 204779
1988 19227 21,719 22569 22,753 21211 19,061 15992 12,855 9991 7,584 19473 4,440 196900
1089 19,534 22338 22282 22,185 21,186 18537 15891 13,068 10,582 7887 19074 44696 197302
1990 20,058 23511 23401 22,666 21,001 18807 16225 13,283 10,898 8273 19484 4944 202,585
1991 19,180 22724 22573 22,111 19952 18,113 15786 12917 10378 8,125 18633 4,738 1957258
1992 18,781 22934 23,101 22,557 21,039 18000 15657 13,092 10,661 8410 18861 4,848 193,002
1993 17946 22,126 21,949 22410 20630 18,166 14793 12,819 10,350 7,983 18647 45612 192518

(a) Includes not stated.



17

TABLE 17. NUPTIAL CONFINEMENTS: DURATION OF CURRENT MARRIAGE AND
PREVIOUS BIRTHS OF MOTHER, AUSTRALIA, 1993

Previous birthe of the current marriage

Total  Average
Duwration of current 5 and Not Toial births births
marriage {years) 4] 1 2 3 4 over stated confinements fa) {a)
Under 1 15234 2,197 395 91 21 8 — 17,946 21,546 1.2
1 17,613 3,840 539 109 21 4 — 22,126 21721 1.3
2 12,946 7.930 8§75 161 24 i3 — 21,549 32,561 1.5
3 9,897 10,580 1,671 206 48 ] — 22,410 37,485 1.7
4 7,043 10,440 2,730 343 51 23 — 20,630 38214 1.9
5 4,880 9,021 3,620 555 75 15 — 18,166 36,7711 2.0
[ 3236 6,831 3,810 770 122 24 —_ 14,793 32,407 2.2
7 1,321 5411 3,794 1,084 171 38 — 12,819 30,194 2.4
8 1,439 3,904 3,522 1,221 205 59 — 10,350 26250 25
9 991 2,693 2,914 1,078 237 T —_ 7.083 21224 2.7
10-14 1,797 4,844 6,695 3470 1,151 686 — 18,647 56,064 3.0
15 and over 293 672 1,218 1,049 599 781 — 4,612 18,118 3.9
Not stated 28 26 14 8 (3 4 1 87 213 2.4
Tatal 71,718 68,389 31,801 10,145 2,731 1,133 1 192,518 378,768 2.0
(2) Excludes previous births not stated.
TABLE 18. NUPTIAL FIRST CONFINEMENTS (a): DURATION OF CURRENT MARRIAGE, AUSTRALIA
Duration of cwrent marriage (years)
Median
Under 10 and Total duration
I 1 2 3 4 5.9 aver {b) fyears)
Census years ——
1966 31,075 18,574 10,077 5,619 2988 4239 290 73,462 13
1971 33,328 22,950 16,473 9,977 5,621 6216 767 95,418 1.6
1976 17,892 17,644 14,705 10810 7288 9,059 596 78,086 2.2
1981 19,190 17,987 13,035 9,777 7513 13,773 1,127 82,476 23
1986 16,441 18,554 13,765 10,022 7280 12,446 2,050 80,563 24
1991 17,190 18,602 13,488 9,771 6,800 13,167 2,154 81,179 2.4
Annual totaly —
1983 17,955 19,504 14,111 9,957 6,969 13,356 1,515 83,466 23
1988 17,066 17,695 13,178 9,903 7253 12,678 2,029 79,841 24
1989 17,747 18.205 13,256 9,713 7355 12982 2,077 81,357 2.4
1990 18,085 19,232 13,904 10,097 7,286 13,375 2,229 84 228 23
1991 17,190 18,602 13,488 9,711 6,800 13,167 2,154 g1.179 24
1992 16,175 18,406 13,459 9,959 7,261 13,314 2,205 80,821 24
1993 15,234 17,613 12,946 9,867 7,043 12,867 2,080 77718 25
{a) See paragraph 8 of the Explanatory Notes.  (b) Includes not stated.
TABLE 19, NUPTIAL FIRST CONFINEMENTS (a): AGE OF MOTHER, AUSTRALIA
Age of mother (years)
19 and 40 and Total Median
wnder 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-3¢ over (&) age
Census years —
1966 14,975 35,002 16,585 4589 1,826 485 73,462 23.0
1971 16914 47,412 23,815 5,242 1,609 422 95,418 232
1976 10,179 34,601 25,344 6,169 1,432 269 78,086 24.2
1981 6,305 32917 30,608 10,156 2,168 318 82,476 253
1986 3233 25,220 34,255 13,619 3,766 469 80,563 265
1991 2,097 19,005 34,827 19,076 5334 834 81,179 27.8
Annual totals -—
1983 4792 31,123 32,896 11,585 2,704 364 83,466 25.7
1988 2,747 ' 21,319 35,291 15,751 4,133 593 79,841 271
1989 2,528 20,492 36,274 16,758 4,567 T30 81,357 273
1990 2,418 20,158 37,181 18,646 5,023 795 84,228 276
1991 2,097 19,005 34,827 19,076 5334 834 81,179 27.8
1992 1,765 17,927 34,377 20,057 5,749 919 80,821 28.0
1993 1,343 16,207 32,850 20,574 5712 956 77,718 28.3

(a) Sce paragraph 8 of the Explanatory Notes. (b) Includes not stated.
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TABLE 20, NUPTIAL FIRST CONFINEMENTS (a}: AGE OF MOTHER AND
DURATION OF CURRENT MARRIAGE, AUSTRALIA, 1993

Age of mother (years)

Duration of 19 and 40 and Nat

current marriage wnder 20-24 2529 30-34 35-39 over stated Toial

Under 7 months 671 2,597 1,931 1,328 530 120 2 1,179

7 months 56 394 344 228 85 19 - 1,126

8 months ag 370 369 264 9% 11 2 1,150

9 months 53 492 552 357 133 17 —— 1,604

10 months 64 565 581 330 132 17 — 1,689

11 months 72 841 847 514 188 24 —_ 2,486

Total under I year 954 5,259 4,624 3,022 71,164 208 4 15234

1 year 310 5335 6,644 3947 1,166 208 3 17,613

2 years 64 3,113 5,987 2932 738 111 1 12,946

3 years 12 1,612 5254 2378 546 95 - 9,897

4 years 1 615 4,108 1,862 401 55 1 7,043

5-9 years —_ 267 6,129 5,280 1,046 143 2 12,867

10-14 years —_ —_ 99 1,109 524 64 1 1,797

15 years and over — —_ 1 36 184 72 — 293

Not stated 2 6 4 9 3 ~— 4 28

Total 1,342 16,207 32,850 20,574 5,172 956 16 77,718

(a) Sex paragraph 8 of the Explanatory Notes.

TABLE 21. BIRTHS: STATE OR TERRITORY OF USUAL RESIDENCE OF MOTHER AND
STATE OR TERRITORY OF REGISTRATION, AUSTRALIA, 1993
State or Territory of regisiration
State or Territory of
wsual rexidence of mother NEW Vie. Qid SA WA Tas. NT ACT Australia
New South Wales 28,016 496 226 64 19 3 5 525 89354
Victoria 267 63,654 27 67 20 5 6 3 64,049
Queensland 621 43 46,081 15 10 _— 4 4 46,778
South Australia 31 25 9 19,960 9 — 43 1 20,078
Western Australia a5 11 13 12 24972 2 35 1 25,081
Tasmania n 23 2 2 3 6,793 1 — 6,835
Northem Termisory 13 5 23 56 19 1 3,486 — 3,603
Australian Capital Territory 101 7 8 2 1 — — 4,295 4414
Other Teritories 11 — —_ — 26 — — — 17
Australia 89,106 64,264 46,389 20,178 25,079 6,804 3,580 4,829 260,229
TABLE 22, BIRTHS: BIRTHS REGISTERED BY YEAR OF OCCURRENCE, STATES AND TERRITORIES(a}, 1993
Siate or Territory of registration

Year of
occurrence NSW Vie. Qid SA WA Tas NT ACT Australia
Before 1983 537 138 32 7 112 8 6 — S04
15983 50 3 4 8 I —_— —_ — 66
1984 60 3 — 2 4 1 —_ — 70
1985 73 | 8 3 10 1 —_ —_ 9
1986 85 6 8 10 9 i — 119
1987 150 7 18 | ¥ 14 2 —_ -— 203
1988 252 20 4] 12 20 7 — 352
1989 296 19 32 10 39 6 — — 402
1990 321 27 55 12 53 7 I 2 478
1991 438 16 111 25 103 18 2 — 763
1992 8211 4,746 4,076 1,734 2,159 478 330 408 22,142
1993 78,583 59,278 42,004 18,279 22,555 6,275 3,241 4419 234,634
Total 89,106 64,264 44,389 20,178 25,079 6,804 3,580 4,829 260,229

(2) See Parmgraph 2 of the Explanatary Notes.
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PART B: YEAR OF OCCURRENCE

NOTE: Year of occurrence data are subject to revision as a number of late registrations are reported each year.
These revisions have minimal effects on the figures except those of the most recent 1 or 2 years.

TABLE 23. RIRTHS: NUMBERS BY YEAR OF OCCURRENCE, STATES AND TERRITORIES p

Other
NSW Vic. Qld SA WAfa) Tas. NT ACT(b) Territories  Australia
1083 83,039 60,135 42,004 19,799 22,904 7,119 3,117 4073 — 242,190
1988 86,454 63,242 41,245 19,275 24,835 6,868 3,415 4,369 —_ 249,703
198% 87,027 63,725 42 655 19,511 25222 £,853 3,436 4,296 —_ 2527125
1990 88,930 66,506 44,732 19,669 25,564 6,991 3,492 4517 T — 260,401
1991 87,414 64,594 44316 19,409 24,646 6,900 3,627 4610 —_ 255517
1992 80273 65,466 46,036 19,702 24524 6967 3,714 4,429 — 260,512
1693 86,752 63,996 46,347 19,529 24,727 6,765 3,631 4388 s 256,173
{a) Includes Christmas Islznd and Cocos (Keeling) Islands priorta 1993, (b) Includes Jervis Bay Territory prior to 1993,
TABLE 24. CRUDE BIRTH RATES BY YEAR OF OCCURRENCE, STATES AND TERRITORIES p
Other
NSW Vic, @id SA WAfa) Tas. NT ACT(b) Territories Australia
1983 15.5 14.9 16.9 14.7 16.7 16.4 229 17.1 — 15.7
1988 15.1 148 150 137 162 15.2 21.4 16.1 — 15.1
1985 15.1 14.7 15.1 13.7 160 15.0 213 15.5 — 15.0
1990 15.2 152 154 13.7 159 15.1 214 16.0 — 153
1921 14.8 14.6 150 13.4 15.1 14.8 218 16.0 —_ 14.8
1992 15.0 14.7 152 13.5 15.0 14.8 222 15.1 — 14.9
1593 14.5 14.3 14.9 133 147 143 214 147 n.a. 14.5
{2} Includes Christmas Island and Cocos (Keeling) islands prior to 1993.  (b) Includes Jervis Bay Texritory priar to 1993,
TABLE 25. BIRTHS: AGE GROUP OF MOTHER BY YEAR OF OCCURRENCE; AUSTRALIA p
Age group (years)
19 and under 20-24 2529 30.34 35-39 40 and over Total{a)
1983 16,586 67917 91,620 50,041 14,042 1,967 242,190
1988 14,108 53572 96,625 62742 19,750 2,819 249,703
1989 14,486 51903 96,295 65632 21,208 3,115 W25
1990 14,780 52,588 96,311 70388 22,792 3,457 260,401
1991 14,469 50,968 91,319 71,201 23,851 3,626 255,517
1992 13,661 51,952 89,990 75,114 25,684 4,028 260,512
1993 12,7117 49391 86,831 76,350 26,602 4,191 256,173
{a} Includes not stated,
TABLE 26. BIRTHS: AGE-SPECIFIC BIRTH RATES BY AGE GROUP OF MOTHER
AND YEAR OF OCCURRENCE, AUSTRALIA p
Age group (years) Total
fertifity
15-19(a) 20-24 25.29 30-34 35.39 4044 45-49(b) rate
1983 26.500 102.200 145700 81.500 25.100 4.300 0.200 1.928
1988 20.500 82.100 138.800 94.900 31.100 4.800 0.200 1.862
1989 21.000 78.800 136.300 96.900 32.800 5.100 0.200 1.855
1990 21.600 78.500 136.300 101.400 34700 5.400 0.200 1.890
1991 21700 73.900 131.000 100.000 35.900 5.500 0.200 1842
1992 21.200 73.500 130.700 103.600 38,000 6.000 0.300 1.867
1993 20.100 69.200 127.800 104.600 38.800 6.300 0.200 1.835

(a) Includes births to mothers aged less than 15.  (b) Includes births 10 mothers aged 50 and over.
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TABLE 27. BIRTHS: YEAR AND MONTH OF OCCURRENCE, NUMBER AND PROPORTION, AUSTRALIA p

Month of
occurrence 1983 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993
NUMBER
January 16,822 20,101 20,358 21,073 21,470 21,739 21,214
February 19,283 19,591 19,281 20,070 19,835 21,034 19,923
March 22,106 22,063 21,460 22,715 22,165 22,444 22 548
April 20,394 20,395 20,110 21,556 21,710 21,630 21,357
May 20,785 20936 21,685 22,169 21,966 22,124 21,696
June 20,051 20,596 21,161 21,543 21,062 21,569 21,484
July 20,622 20,571 21,413 22,118 21,729 22,533 21,737
Auguost 20,589 21,212 21,946 22,475 21,755 21,719 21,458
Sepiember 20,614 21,708 21,892 22,220 21,393 22,367 22,034
Ociober 20,250 21,344 22,002 22,903 21,848 22,385 21,673
November 18,546 20,288 20,654 20,817 19,745 20,239 19,950
December 19,128 20,898 20,723 20,742 20,839 20,727 21,059
Total 242,190 249,703 252,725 260,401 255,517 260,512 256,173
PROPORTION (per cent)

January 8.2 8.0 8.1 8.1 8.4 8.3 8.3
February 3.0 78 76 1.7 7.8 8.1 1.8
March 9.1 8.8 85 3.7 8.7 86 R
Apnl 84 82 8.0 8.3 85 83 8.3
May 86 8.4 86 85 2.6 85 8.3
Tune 83 8.2 g4 83 82 83 8.4
July 8.5 g2 85 85 85 86 8.5
Auguost 8.5 g5 8.7 8.6 85 83 8.4
Sepiember 85 87 8.7 85 84 86 &6
October 8.4 85 8.7 8.8 8.6 86 85
November 7.7 8.1 8.2 8.0 7.7 738 78
December 7.9 8.4 8.2 80 82 B0 8.2

Total 160 150 100 100 100 100 100
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PART C: BIRTHS OF ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER CHILDREN

Indigenous children are those where either one or both parents are recorded as being of Aboriginal or Torres Strail Is-
lander origin, Regardless of State of registration, indigenous birth data are presented on a state of usual residence
basis., The quality of indigenous birth data varies considerably and only data from South Australia and the Northem
Territory are considered to be of publishable quality. These data arc at lcast 90 per cent complete. Although New
South Walcs, Victoria, Western Australia, Tasmania and the Australian Capital Territory have provision for identifica-
tion of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander origin, data for these states are significantly under-recorded. Queensland
does not currently identify indigenous births in its registration process.

TABLE 28. INDIGENOUS AND TOTAL BIRTHS AND CONFINEMENTS(a): SUMMARY, SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Indigenows children Indigenos Total
— mothers birthy
1991 1992 1993 1993 1993
Total live hirnths 1o mothers
usually resident in SA 593 361 519 415 20,078
Males 306 291 257 207 10,232
Fernalces 287 270 262 208 9,846
Sex ratio 106.6 107.8 98.1 99.5 103.9
Nuptial births 143 i19 127 79 14,982
Fx-nuptial births—
Number 450 442 392 136 5,096
Percentage of total live births 75.9 78.8 75.5 81.0 25.4
Paternity acknowledged births—
Numnber 337 336 320 264 4,227
Perceniage of total ex-nuptial births 74.9 76.0 816 T8.6 82.9
Crude birth rae .- .. .. {c)23.0 137
Total fertility rate - .. .. (c)2.452 1.784
Confinements
Median age of mother 24.0 241 244 239 29.1
Median age of father(b) 29.6 286 28.8 . 29.0 318

{a) See Explanatory Notes for defipitions used. (b} Includes fathers of nuptial confinements and fathers of ex-nuptial ¢confinemems where patemity was acknowledged.
{c) See paragraph 12 of the Explanatory Notes.

TABLE 29. BIRTHS: AGE GROUP OF MOTHER BY INDIGENOUS ORIGIN, SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 1993

Mothers of indigenous children Total births Ape-specific rates
Non-indigenous
Indigenous mothers maothers
Age of mother Indigencus Total
{years) Number Per cent Number FPer cent Number Per cent mothers(c) rmothers
15-19 (a) 89 21.4 15 14.4 879 44 101.0 17.8
20-24 140 337 29 279 3,693 18.4 1537 65.6
25-29 108 26.0 29 279 6,836 34.0 128.1 125.4
30-34 52 12.5 23 221 6,136 30.6 69.5 102.9
35-39 18 43 8 7.7 2,169 10.8 313 38.4
40-44 3 0.7 —_ —_ 342 1.7 6.8 6.3
45.49 (h) — _— —_ —_ 12 0.1 _ 6.2
Not stated 5 L2 — — 11 0.1
All ages 415 1000 14 1000 20078 100.0

(2) Includes births to mothers aged less than 15. (b) Includes births 1o mothers aged 5@ and over. (c) See paragraph 22 of the Explanatory Notes.
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TABLE 30. INDIGENOUS AND TOTAL BIRTHS AND CONFINEMENTS{(a): SUMMARY, NORTHERN TERRITORY

Indigenous children Indigenous Totat
- mothers births
1991 1992 1993 1993 1993
Toral live births to mothers
usually resident in NT 1,257 1,354 1,359 1272 3,603
Males 613 697 718 673 1,884
Females Hd4 657 641 599 1,719
Sex ratio 952 106.1 1120 112.4 109.6
Nuptial births 97 89 94 72 1,611
Ex-nuptial births—
Number 1,160 1,265 1,265 1,200 1,992
Percemiage of total live births 923 93.4 93.1 94.3 55.3
Paternity acknowledged births—
Number 627 699 599 634 1,279
Percentage of total ex-nuptial births 541 553 553 52.8 64.2
Crode birth rae .. .. .. (c)28.2 21.2
Total ferility rate .. .. .. {c)2.934 2.306
Confinements
Median age of mother 25 22 228 227 26.7
Median age of father(b) 35.2 365 3635 387 326

(2) See Explanatory Notes for definitions vsed. (b) Includes fathers of maptial cenfinements and fathers of ex-nuptial confinements where patemity was acknowledged.
(c) See paragraph 22 of the Explanatory Metes.

TASLE 31. BIRTHS: AGE GROUP OF MOTHER BY INDIGENOUS ORIGIN, NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1993

Mothers of indigenous children Total births Age-specific rates

Non-indigenous

Indigenous mothers maothers
Age of mother Indigenous Tatal
{years) Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent mothers{c} mothers
15-19 (a) 372 29.2 14 16.1 491 13.6 165.2 81.1
20-24 456 358 26 29.9 952 264 1821 116.1
25-29 269 211 29 333 1071 29.7 127.3 127.6
30-34 119 9.4 18 207 764 212 66.2 90.7
35-39 46 36 — —_ 277 73 331 38.0
40-44 7 0.6 — — 44 1.2 6.2 1.0
45-49 (b) 2 0.2 — — 3 0.1 26 0.6
Not stated I 0.1 — — 1 — . ..

All ages 1,272 1000 87 0.0 3,603 160.0

(a) Includes births to mothers aged less than 15, (b) Includes birthe to mothers aged 50 and over. (¢} See paragraph 22 of the Explanatory Notes.
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander fertility

The Aboriginat and Torres Strait Islander population has
a much younger age structure than the rest of the
population, a reflection of their higher birth rates and
shorter life expectancy. An examination of trends in the
fertility rates of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
women provides insight into the likely future growth of
the population and potential changes in its age profile.

In addition to consideration of the fertility of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander women, including those with
non-Aboriginal partners, measures of Aboriginal fertility
in terms of its population growth effect should also
include consideration of Aboriginal children born to
non-Aboriginal women i.e. those with Aboriginal fathers.
In 1991, 43% of Aboriginal couple families with children
had two Aboriginal parents, 32% had an Aboriginal
mother and a non-Aboriginal father, and 25% had an
Aboriginal father and a non-Aboriginal mother. These
latter families contained 24% of all Aboriginal children
in couple familics. However, higher proportions were
observed among younger children (27% of children
under onc year) comparcd to older children (21% of
children aged 10-14 years). This suggests that Aboriginal

Figure 1
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Source: Birth Registrations, Census of Population and
Housing; Gray (1983}"; Jain (1989)’; Dughaza (19947

children with non-Aboriginal mothers comprise an
increasing share of the children in Aboriginal families.
Information abdut them is consequently an important
supplement to fertility measures calculated for
Aboriginal women.



Fertility levels and trends

Estimates from the 1991 Census® indicate that the total
fertility rate of Aboriginal women is about 3.1 children
per woman, over 30% higher than the figure of 1.9 for
total women. Over the last 30 years, there has been a
substantial decline in fertility for both Aboriginal and
non-Aboriginal women. Accompanying this has been a
narrowing of the fertility differential between Aboriginal
and non-Aboriginal women. In the 1960s, Aboriginal
fertility, at about 6.0 children per woman, was about
twice the rate for total women.

Fertility declines for both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
women over the last 30 years have followed a similar
patiern with the sharpest decrease recorded during the
1970s. However, the fertility decline for non-Aboriginal
women commenced in the 1960s while for Aboriginal
women fertility was largely stable in the 1960s followed
by a sharp decline in the early 1970s. In the ten years to
1991, the fertility of both populations has been
reasonably stable.

Age-specific fertility

Aboriginal women have children at younger ages than
non-Aboriginal women, Fertility among 15-19 year old
Aboriginal women was more than five times higher than
among all 15-19 year old women in 1991. Among 20-24
year olds, Aboriginal fertility was about two and a half
times higher. Aboriginal fertility peaks in the 20-24
years age group while for the total population the peak
child-bearing ages are 25-29 vyears. The fertility of
women aged 30 years and over is similar in both the
Aboriginal and total Australian populations. Aboriginal

Figure 2
Age-specific fertility rates

‘000 Aboriginal and Torres
400 Strait Islander women
1961
300 4
200
300 1
O

1519 20-24 2529 30-34 35:39 40-44
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women aged 15-24 years contributed over 75% of the
difference in the total fertility rate between Aboriginal
women and all Australian women. The earlier age at
commencement of child-bearing by Aboriginal women,
and the higher fertility of 15-24 year old Aboriginal
women arc most responsible for the higher fertility of
Aboriginal women.

Trends in age-specific fertility

Over the past 30 years declines in Aboriginal fertility
have occurred in all age  groups. Older women
experienced proportionally larger declines than younger
women. The smallest fall in relative terms was among
the 15-19 years age group, so that the contribution of
this group to the total fertility of Aboriginal women has
increased relative to that of other age groups. In 1961,
the age-specific fertility ratc of 15-19 year old
Aboriginal women was 80% that of 30-34 year olds. In
1991 the fertility of 15-19 years olds was just as high as
that of 30-34 year olds.

The net effect of this has been a decline in the average
age of Aboriginal mothers at child-bearing. In
comparison, the average age of women at child-bearing
in the tofal population has been increasing. The trend
towards younger ages of Aboriginal mothers may
continue. On the other hand, the contribution of the
different age groups to total Aboriginal fertility in 1991
is not dissimilar to that for the total population in 1971,
when much higher fertility was observed in the 15-24
years age group. It is possible that Aboriginal fertility
will in the future move further towards that of
non-Aboriginal women.
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Figure 3

Cumulative contribution to total fertility, 1991
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Contribution of age groups

In 1991, Aboriginal women under 25 years contributed
about half of total Aboriginal fertility, while the
contribution to total fertility of all women under 25 years
was only a little over a quarter. Correspondingly, in the
total population, older age groups contributed more to
total fertility than older Aboriginal women did to total
Aboriginal fertility. For example, women aged 25-34
years contributed about 63% of total fertility compared
10 41% of Aboriginal fertility.

The contribution of a particular age group to the total
births in a population depends on the age-specific
fertility rate as well as the relative size of the age group
in the population. Not only do younger Aboriginal
women have higher fertility rates but they also comprise
a higher proportion of Aboriginal women of
child-bearing ages relative to the total population. In
1991, 40% of Aboriginal women aged 15-49 years were
under 25 years of age compared to 30% of all women
aged 15-49 years.

State/Territory differences

Aboriginal fertility varies between States as does the
fertility differential between the Aboriginal and the total
population. The highest rates of Aboriginal fertility were
recorded in Western Australia and the Northern Temitory
(3.6 and 3.4 respectively) and the lowest rates in
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Tasmania and the Australian Capital Territory (both 2.6).
In most States and Territories the Aboriginal population
represents only a small proportion of the total
population, and the fertility of the non-Aboriginal
population can be approximated by the fertility of the
total population, In the Northern Territory, however,
Aboriginal people comprise about a quarter of the total
population and the total fertility rate for the Northern
Terntory is significantly higher than that for other States
and Territories (2.3 compared to 1.7-1.9), When the total
fertility rate is calculated for the non-Aboriginal
population of the Northem Territory, the figure of 1.9
conforms to the Australian average.

Table 1
Total fertility rates, 1991

Ahoriginal Total

State population  population
no. no.

NSW 30 19
Vie. 30 1.8
Qld 32 1.9
SA 30 1.7
WA kX 1.9
Tas. 26 1.9
NT 34 23
ACT 2.6 1.8
Total 3.1 18

Source: Birth Registrations; Census of Population and Housing;

Differences in fertility reflect differences in
socio-economic factors including urbanisation, education
and labour force status*. Studies by Gray’* have shown
that these factors also influence Aboriginal fertility
which is higher in rural than in urban areas, and higher
for Aboriginal women without post-scheol qualifications
than for those with them.

The high Aboriginal fertility in Western Australia and
the Northern Territory is associated with low proportions
of Aboriginal people living in the capital city, low
Aboriginal labour force participation and low proportions
of Aboriginal people who stayed at school beyond the
age of 15 years, relative to the Australian average.
Correspondingly, Tasmania and the Australian Capital
Territory, where Aboriginal fertility is lowest, have the
highest Aboriginal education levels and the highest
Aboriginal labour force participation rates.
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Table 2

Selected characteristics of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population, 1991

Characteristic NSW Vie, O SA WA Tas. NT ACT Aust

% % % % % % % % %
Living in capital city 32.0 48.0 1.0 43.0 28.0 340 160 1000 280
Left school aged 15 years or more 830 79.0 78.0 746 62.0 85.0 66.0 22 76.0
Labour force participation rate 57.0 61.0 56.0 56.0 49.0 63.0 41.0 69 4.0
Aboriginal families(a) with a non-Aboriginat mether 36.0 40.0 290 30.0 200 45.0 13.0 42 300

{a) Those families containing at least one Aboriginal parent or child.

Source: Census of Population and Housing

Overall, 30% of Aboriginal families had a
non-Aboriginal mother in 1991. This proportion was
considerably lower in the Northern Territory and
Western

Australia {13% and 20% respectively) and considerably
higher in Tasmania and the Australian Capital Terriiory
{45% and 42% respectively).
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PART E: FAMILY SURVEY DATA

TABLE 33. FEMALES AGED 15 TO 59 YEARS: REGISTERED MARITAL STATUS BY AGE BY NUMBER OF
CHILDREN EVER BORN, AUSTRALIA 1992

Average number

Age Total Percentage according to numnber of liveborn children of liveborn children
rroup number

{vears) of women 0 1 2 3 or more  Per woman Per mother

NEVER MARRIED
15-19(a) 628,980 98.1 1.5 *04 s 0.023 1.233
20-24 528,440 B8.2 83 29 *0.6 0.159 1.346
25.29 228,518 ik 1.7 4.8 4.3 0.358 1.725
30-34 107,969 89.7 147 2.0 *6.6 0.544 1.798
35-39 60,880 &R.9 *12.4 *7.7 *11.0 0.695 2.232
40-44 39,359 80.9 *10.7 b *5.3 0.350 *1.831
45-59 47,591 622 *4.3 ** hd 0.164 *2.109
Total 1,641,718 88.8 6.7 27 1.5 0.184 1.643
CURRENTLY MARRIED
15-19(a) 10,080 *64.8 *30.7 ** e 0.397 *1.127
20-24 161,279 574 243 13.1 *5.1 0.681 1.600
25-29 404,115 332 275 26.9 124 1.217 1.821
30-34 517,915 133 18.4 371 31.2 1.994 2.300
35-39 505,482 5.0 9.9 40.8 433 2416 257
40-44 481,963 52 108 41.7 422 2.403 2.535
45-59 1,012 956 57 79 339 52.5 2.731 2.896
Total 3,093,830 134 13.9 347 38.0 2.193 2533
SEPARATED, DIVORCED, WIDOWED
15-19(a) o * . e . x o
20-24 14,512 *35.7 *23.3 *26.4 *14.7 1.201 1.866
25-20 51,542 337 26.0 263 *13.9 1.245 1.877
30-34 94,782 245 15.4 325 276 1.781 2.360
35.39 108,821 16.6 16.0 364 31.0 1.954 2.342
40-44 121,741 8.2 13.3 36.2 422 2360 2.572
45.59 260,592 7.1 12.0 208 51.1 2746 2.956
Total 653,242 141 14.8 323 388 2248 26138
TOTAL EVER MARRIED
15-19(a) 11,334 *571.6 *28.8 b we 0.559 *1.319
20-24 175,791 55.6 42 14.2 59 0.724 1.632
25-29 455,657 332 273 269 12.6 1.220 1.827
30-34 612,697 15.0 18.0 36.4 30.6 1961 2.308
35-39 614,303 1.8 11.0 40.0 41.1 2334 2.534
40-44 603,703 58 113 40.6 42.2 2394 2.543
45-59 1,273,588 6.0 8.7 331 5.2 2.734 2.908
Total 3,747,072 13.6 14.1 343 381 2202 2.548
TOTAL

15-19(a) 640,314 97.4 1.9 *0.7 ** 0.033 1.258
20-24 704,231 80.1 123 57 1.9 0.300 1.505
25-29 684,175 486 221 195 9.8 0.932 1.814
30-34 720,666 232 17.5 323 270 1.749 2.278
35-39 675,163 134 11.1 371 384 2.187 2.524
40-44 643,063 10.4 113 383 399 2.269 2.533
45-59 1,321,179 9.1 86 319 504 2.641 2.906
Total 3,388,790 3.5 118 247 271 1.588 2499

(a) Excludes 15-17 year olds who have never maried and zrc not currenily living in a de facto rlatonship.

TABLE 34. FEMALES IN DE FACTQ RELATIONSHIPS: AGE BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BGRN,
AUSTRALIA 1992

Average number

Age Total Percentage according to number of liveborn children of liveborn children
group number

fyears) af wornen 0 i 2 3 or more  Per woman Per mother
15-19 24,606 711 *15.1 *78 b 0.308 *1.342
20-24 89,242 68.6 202 *8.7 *2.4 0.451 1.438
25-29 72,512 64.8 *12.0 *123 *10.9 0.728 2070
30-34 59,564 40.4 230 18.2 18.5 1.233 2.068
35-39 30512 *276 *225 *222 217 1.669 2.303
40-44 33,250 *20.0 *14.6 348 30.6 1.922 2,403
45.59 31,506 *13.7 *10.7 *16.4 56.2 2.697 3.124

Total 341,592 50.0 174 158 16.9 1.098 2.1%4
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PART F: i’OPULATIONS USED IN THE CALCULATION OF RATES

TABLE 35. ESTIMATED MEAN RESIDENT POPULATION,
STATES AND TERRITORIES, FOR YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER

(*0060)

Selected years NSW Vie. Qid SA WA Tas. NT ACT{a) Australia(b)
Census years —

1976 4.960.8 38114 2,091.7 1,274.6 1,178.9 4124 98.3 2074 14,035.7
1981 52374 3.949.3 2,344.6 13184 1,301.2 427.1 123.4 2278 14.929.1
1983 53533 4,035.0 24814 1,345.8 1,368.5 432.8 136.2 238.6 15,391.7
1986 55332 4,161.5 26235 1,382.5 1,457.9 446.5 1544 258.9 16,018.3
Annual totals —

1983 5,353.3 4,035.0 24814 13458 1.368.5 432.8 136.2 2386 15,391.7
1988 57003 4,264.7 27418 1,4054 1,536.4 451.2 159.4 279 16,540.3
1939 57774 4321.5 2,8263 14192 1,578.6 455.4 161.3 276.6 16,816.4
1990 5,833.7 4377.4 2,898.5 14324 1,612.5 461.8 163.5 282.2 17,062.0
1991 5,899.2 44208 2.962.4 14463 1,636.6 466.7 165.8 288.8 17,286.5
1992 p 5,958.3 4,450.3 30347 14572 1,657.9 469.6 167.5 294.2 17,489.7
1993 p 6,001.4 4,465.2 31174 14632 16770 471.5 169.6 298.3 17,664.3
(a) Excludes Jervis Bay Temitory from 1 January 1993. (b) Includes "Other Texitories’ from 1 January 1993 - sce paragraph 4 of Explanuiory Notes.

TABLE 36: ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPULATION BY AGE AND SEX, AUSTRALIA, AT 30 JUNE
Age group (years) 1983 1988 1989 1990 198971 1592 1993p
MALES
Under 1 123,761 125702 127,847 131,758 132,946 131,054 132,317
1-4 476,407 503,706 509,185 513,473 519,356 525,881 528,574
5-9 619,730 625,724 637,038 647,321 652418 655,720 654,411
10 - 14 700,298 641,850 636,289 633,992 638,311 642 650 648,048
15-19 654,513 718,394 722,148 717,426 698,773 679,645 665,302
20- 24 684,081 673,133 677,208 688,523 707,124 726,476 736,152
25.29 641 430 708,489 717,741 715,830 702,728 692,546 683,500
30 .34 625,002 663,712 681,275 699,153 713,784 125,568 729975
35-3¢ 582,016 640,975 645,036 656,292 664,228 673,702 681,985
40 - 44 457,107 596,146 619,704 640,461 655,138 654,565 654,302
45 - 49 393,100 460,978 482,280 503,478 526,498 561,608 505,939
50 - 54 385,350 393,894 405,910 420,262 433,762 447 166 456,802
55 - 59 370,480 375,301 371,161 366,929 367302 373,830 383,688
&0 - 64 319,464 361,130 364,724 367 815 366,779 362,272 355,925
65 - 69 251,850 202290 306,968 313,789 320,142 325,240 330,775
70 - 74 190,505 212,671 212,201 217,888 228,494 239,249 250,31t
15-79 115,455 143,179 149,797 154,537 158,993 162,310 163,812
80 - 84 57,769 73,786 77,066 80,776 B4.413 88,162 93,051
85 and over 29,019 37,885 39,980 41 566 44220 47295 50,831
Total 7,686,346 8,248,945 8,387,589 8511,269 8,615,409 8,714,939 8,796,200
FEMALES

Under 1 116,956 119,812 128,711 124,796 126,139 124 452 125,440
1-4 453,111 480,331 485,107 488,125 493,262 499,634 501,336
5-9 589,653 592,628 603,863 614 981 619,790 622,730 622,667
10 - 14 671,104 609,278 603,878 600,548 603,308 608,137 613,677
15-19 626,368 689,280 §91,024 684 977 665,301 645,481 631,519
20. 24 664,357 652,686 658,687 669,837 689,640 706,416 713,436
25-29 628,978 696,117 706,374 T06,777 696,935 688,676 679,320
30- 34 613,973 660,797 677,378 694,449 711,951 724,750 730,173
35-3% 559,091 634,476 645,714 656,478 664,159 675,653 685,320
40 - 44 433412 570,015 565,918 618,755 639,133 642,605 647,898
45 - 49 373,964 435,251 455,920 478,641 502,647 538,595 573,621
50 - 54 367261 377,382 389,177 400,880 413,172 424,543 433,753
55- 59 374,180 363,529 360,992 359,137 358,648 365,621 375,186
60 - 64 343,556 370,065 370,601 370,653 370,089 365,165 357,748
65 - 69 291,268 329,320 342,874 348,562 351,248 352,908 356,132
q0-74 242,382 267,519 265,811 270,638 282.26% 292,925 303,448
5-79 168,946 205,862 214,781 220,691 225502 229,500 231,240
80 - 84 - 108,302 129,058 133,809 139,325 145,415 151,095 157,478
85 and over 80,264 99,813 103,208 105,609 110,027 115,247 121,787
Total 7,707,126 8,283,219 8,426,827 8,553,859 8,668,627 8,774,133 8,861,179
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

Repgistration of births is the responsibility of
individual State and Territory Registrars and is based on
the data provided on an information form completed by
one of the parents. This information form is the basis of
the data provided to the ABS, by individual Registrars,
for compilation into the aggregate statistics in this
publication. There is a high commonality of data items
collected across States and Territories and thus statistics
at the national level are available for most characteristics.
Some States, however, collect additional information and
thig is available on request from that State or States.

Date of occurrence and date of registration

2, The statistics in Part A of this publication refer to
births registered by the State and Territory Registrars
during the calendar year shown, There is usually an
interval between the occurrence and registration of a birth
and, as a result of delay in regisiration, some births
occurring in one year are not regisicred until the
following year or ¢ven later.

PERCENT OF BIRTHS REGISTERED
IN THE SAME YEAR AS THEY OCCURRED

1984 924 1989 80.1
1983 89.7 1590 89.7
1586 91.1 1991 89.7
1987 91.2 1992 00.0
1988 915 1993 90.2

To aid comparison of the number of births registered and
the number occurring in a particular year, summary sta-
tistics on the basis of year of occurrence are presented in
Part B of this publication (Tables 23, 24, 25 and 26).

Statistics for States and Territories

3. Statistics for States and Territories have been
compiled and presented in respect of the State or
Territory of usual residence of the mother. Table 21
shows the number of births cross-classified by State or
Territory of usual residence and State or Territory of
registration. Births which took place outside Australia are
excluded from the statigtics.

4, Following the 1992 ammendment to the Acts
Interpretation Act to include the Indian Ocean Territores
of Christmas Island and the Cocos (Keeling) Islands as
part of geographic Australia, changes have been made to
the presentation of State and Territory of usual residence
birth data commencing with 1993, Another category of
the State/Territory level has been created, known as
‘Other Territories’. Other Territories’ include Jervis
Bay Territory as well as Christmas Island and the Cocos
{Keeling} Islands.

5. Prior to 1993 usual residence birth data for
Christmas Island and Cocos (Kecling) Islands were
included with off-shore areas and migratory in Western
Australia while usual residence birth data for Jervis Bay
Territory were included with the Australian Capital
Territory. In 1993, there were 11 births to mothers
usually resident in Jervis Bay Territory, 11 to mothers

usually resident in Christmas Island and 15 to mothers
usually resident in the Cocos (Keeling) Islands.

1992 Family Survey

6. The aim of the 1992 Survey of Families in Australia
(Family Survey) was to provide information on the types
of support that family members give to each other, and
receive from outside the household, and to analyse the
family’s resources in relation to its support needs,
according to selected demographic and socio-economic
characteristics. The survey was conducted by the ABS
over a twelve week period from 2 March 1992 to 29 May
1992,

Definitions

7. Births. For statistics in this publication, the term
birth relates to live births i.c. the delivery of a child,
irrespective of the duration of pregnancy, who after being
born, breathes or shows any other evidence of life such
as heart-beat.

8. Confinements are the number of pregnancics
resulting in at least one live birth. Nuptia! first
confinements are the first confinements in the current
marriage and thercforc do not necessarily represent the
woman’s first ever confinement resulting in a live birth.

9. Nuptiality. Live births are identified as nuptial
where the father registered was marricd to the mother at
the time of the birth, or where the husband died during
the pregnancy. Other confinements, and the children
resulting from them, are classified as ex-nuptial whether
or not the parents were living together at the time of the
birth and whether or not the child may subsequently have
been legitimated or adopted.

10. Previous births arc the number of children bomn
alive (which may be still living or now dead} to a woman
during her current (which may be her second, etc.)
marriage. In some States legitimated and legally adopted
children as well as children by the same father who were
bomn {0 the mother before the marriage are included,

11, Paternity-acknowledged births refer to ex-nuptial
births where patemity was acknowledged by the child’s
father.

12. The crude birth rate is the number of live births
registered during the calendar year per 1,000 of mean
estimated resident population for the calendar year.

13.  Age-specific birth rates arc the live binhs registered
during the calendar year, according to age of mother, per
1,000 of the female resident population of the same age
as estimated for 30 June. For calculating thesc rates,
births to mothers under 15 are included in the 15-19
female age group, and births to mothers aged 50 and over
are included in the 45-49 female age group. Pro rata
adjustment is made in respect of births for which age of
mother is not given.

14. Total fertility rate is obtained by summing the
5-year age-specific birth rates, multiplying by S and
dividing by 1,000. It represents the number of children



one woman would expect to bear if the age-specific rates
of the ycar shown continued during her child-bearing
lifetime.

15. The female gross reproduction rate is the sum of
the female age-specific fertility rates (i.e. the number of
female live births according to age of mother per 1,000
females of that age) multiplied by 5 and divided by
1,000. It represents the average number of daughters that
would be born per woman in a group of women all of
whom survive to the end of the reproductive period and
had borm daughters at each age in accordance with the
rates prevailing during that year, It is an indication of the
extent to which the population would reproduce itself
under these conditions, except that it does not allow for
females who fail to survive to the end of the childbearing
pericd.

16. The female net reproduction rate allows for such
mortality. It is obtained by muitiplying the female
age-specific birth rates by the proportion of survivors at
corresponding ages in a life table, adding the products
and dividing by 1,000. The female net reproduction rate
represents the average number of daughters bomn to 2
group of women who are subjected to the fertility rates
of that year and to the mortality rates of the life table.

17. The sex ratio of births is the number of male live
births per 100 female live births,

18. Median age is the age which divides the relevant
population into two equal parts, one half of the cases
falling below this age and one half exceeding it.

Marital status

19. Two separate concepts are measured by the ABS.
These are Registered Marital Status and Social Marital
Status. They are different personal characteristics and
arc independent variables with separate classifications.
Marital Status in this publication relates to Registered
Marital Status which refers to formally registered
marriages for which the partners hold a marriage
certificate. A de facto marriage relates to Social Marital
Status and refers to a relationship where a man and
woman live together as husband and wife but are not in
a registered marriage.

Country of birth

20. The classification of countries in this publication is
based on the Australian Standard Classification of
Countries for Social Statistics (ASCCSS). For more
detailed information refer to the ABS publication
Australian Standard Classification of Countries for
Social Statistics (1269.0).

21. Recent political developments in Europe and the
Former USSR have resulted in & number of changes to
thc ASCCSS. These changes have affected some of the
catcgories in this publication and are detailed in Revision
1.02 of the ASCCSS.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population

22, The population used to calculate indigenous birth
rates and fertility rates in Part C of this publication
(Tables 28, 29, 30 and 31) are 1993 population
projections. These projections are based on 1991
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experimental estimates of the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander population. For more information contact
Andrew Howe on (06) 252 7083.

Additional statistics available

23. In some cases, the ABS can also make available
information which is not published. This information
may be made available in one or more of the following
forms: microfiche, photocopy, data tape, floppy disk,
computer printout andfor clerically-extracted tabulation.
Generally, a charge is made for providing unpublished
information. A list of tables produced annuoally is
attached in Appendix B.

Related publications

24. Other ABS publications which may be of interest to
users of this publication include:

Demography, No. 87, 1971 (Ref. No. 4.9) which includes
the number of live births registered and crude birth rates
for each year from 1901 to 1971.

Australian Demographic Statistics (3101.0) - issued
quarterly

Deaths, Austraiia (3302.0) - issued annually
Perinatal Deaths, Australia (3304.0) — issued annually

Australia’s Families (4418.0) — selected findings from
the 1992 Family Survey

Focus on Families (4420.0) — issued in 1994

Experimental Estimates of the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Isiander Population, June 1986 to June 1991
(3230.0) — issued in 1994

25. A compendiom of all demographic data for each
State and the Australian Capital Territory has been
released in State specific publications, Demography. The
first releases contain 1990 data. The publicatons arc
released each year for each State and the Australian
Capital Territory. The first release for the Northemn
Territory is planned to contain 1993 data. Should users
require detailed State data on Births prior to the release
of this compendium please contact Information Services.

26. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed
in the Catalogue of Publications and Products, Australia
(1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays,
a Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to
be released in the next few days. Both products are
available from any ABS office.

Symbols and other usages
*  relative standard error between 25 and 50 per

cent

nil or subject to sampling variability too high
for most practical uses

not available

not applicable

nil or rounded to zero

figures or serics revised since previous issue

p preliminary

*%

1.a.

-
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APPENDIX A

BIRTH CHARACTERISTICS AVAILABLE

Month and year of registration
State of registration

Birth date

Sex of child

Nuptiality
Plurality

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander origin (only available for some States)

Mother’s age

Usual residence of mother
Birthplace of mother

Father’s age

Birthplace of father
Previous children of the marriage
Duration of marriage

Table
number

BTHROOO1
BTHRO0(02
BTHRO0Q3
BTHRO004
BTHRO005
BTHRO006
BTHRO007
BTHRO0O8
BTHRO009
BTHRO010
BTHROO11
BTHROO12
BTHRO0O13
BTHR0014
BTHR0015
BTHRO016
BTHR0017
BTHRO018
BTHRO019
BTHRO020
BTHR(021
BTHR0(022

APPENDIX B

LIST OF BIRTH TABLES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

Description

Births: Sex by year and month of occurrence by month of registration.

Confinements: Nuptiality by age of mother and State or Territory of usual residence of mother.

Births: Nuptiality and sex by age of mother and State or Territory of usual residence of mother.

Confinements: Nuptiality by plurality and State or Territory of wsual residence of mother.

Births: Nuptiality and sex by plurality and State or Territory of usual residence of mother.

Confinements: Nuptality by relative ages of mother and father.

Births: Nuptiality by relative ages of mother and father.

Confinements: Nuptiality by country of birth of mother and father.

Births: Nuptiality by country of birth of mother and father.

Confinements: Nuptiality by age and birthplace of mother.

Nuptial confinements: Age of mother by previous issue of mother from current marriage.

Nuptial births: Age of mother by previous issue of mother from current marriage.

Nuptial confinements: Duration of current marriage by previous issue of mother from current marriage.

Births: Nuptiality and sex by State or Territory of usual residence and State or Territory of registration.

Confinements: Nuptiality and sex by plurality and age of mother.

Births: Sex and nuptiality by age of mother and quarter of registration.

Births: Sex and quarter of registration by age of mother and State or Territory of usual residence,

Confinements: Nuptiality by age of mother and State or Territory of registration.

Births: Sex and nuptiality by age of mother and State or Territory of registration.

Confinements: Nuptiality by plurality and State or Termritory of registration.

Births: Nuptiality and sex by plurality and State or Territory of registration.

Nuptial confinements: Previous issue of mother from current marriage by duration of current marriage
and age of mother.






Australian
Bureau of
Statistics

For more information ...

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia's
economic and social conditions. Details of what is availabie in various publications
and other products can be found in the ABS Cataiogue of Publications and Products
available at all ABS QOffices {see below for contact details).

Information Consultancy Service

Information tailored to special needs of clients can be obtained from the Information
Consultancy Service available at ABS Offices {see Information Inquiries below for
contact details).

National Dial-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400

{Steatycom PrL: premium rale 25¢.21 4 secs.}
This number gives 24-hour access, 365 days a year for a range of statistics.

Electronic Data Services

A large range of data is available via on-line services, diskette. magnetic tape, tape
cartridge and CD ROM. For more details about our electrenic data services, contact
any ABS Office (see below).

Bookshops and Subscriptions

There are over 400 titles of various publications avatlable from ABS bookshops in all
ABS Offices (see below Bookshop Sales for contact details). The ABS also provides
a subscription service through which nominated publications are provided by mail on
a regular basis at no additional cost {telephone Publications Subscription Service toll
free on 008 02 0608 Australia wide).

Sales and Inquiries

Regional Offices Information Inquiries Bookshop Sales
SYDNEY (02) 268 4611 268 4620
MELBOURNE (03) 615 7000 615 78208
BRISBANE (07) 222 6351 222 6350
PERTH {09) 360 5140 360 5307
ADELAIDE = {08) 237 7100 237 7582
HOBART (002) 20 5800 20 5800
CANBERRA  (06) 207 0326 207 0326
DARWIN (089) 43 2111 43 2111
National Office
ACT (06) 252 6007 008 020 608
ABS Email Addresses

Keylink STAT.INFO/ABS

X.400 {C:AU A:TELMEMO.O:ABS SN:INFO,FN:STAT)

Internet STAT.INFO@ABS. TELEMEMO.AU
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Information Services, ABS, PQ Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2616
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