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PREFACE
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This publication presents a range of social and housing statistics produced from the 1996
Census of Population and Housing for Australia, its States and Territortes and their
regions. Together with census population counts, it includes tables of selected census
data which describe the characteristics of people living in each area and their housing

arrangements. Similar publications are available for each State and Territory.

Derailed characteristics from the 1996 Census are being released in two stages. The first
release consists of demographic, social and housing data. The second release, comprising
family and labour force related data, will be provided progressively State by State from
August 1997,

The data presented in this publication relate to where people were enumerated on
census night. They should not be confused with the official estimated resident
population (ERP) figures, which are derived by including in the census usual residence

counts, the following:

B estimates of Ausrralians overseas;
® an adjustment for estimated underenumeration; and
® adjustments for births, deaths and migration, berween 30 fune and 6 August 1996.

Census dara presented in this publication represent only a seleritjon of the full range of
statistics that could be derived-from the census. For further information about other
census or ABS data refer to the Appendix — Census Products and Services, or the
Directory of Census Statistics (Cat. no. 2910.0). Concepts and definitions used in this
publication are explained in the Glossary and more detailed informartion is available in
the Censues Dictionary (Cat. no. 2901.0),

W. McLennan

Australian Statistician
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
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AUSTRALIAN OVERVIEW

AGE

BIRTHPLACE~

INDIGENQUS QRIGIN

EDUCATION

INCOME

DWELLINGS

The 1996 Census of Population and Housing counted 17,892,423 people in Australia on
census night, 94.6% of whom were counted at home. This represents a growth of 6.2%

(1,040,165 people) in Australia's population count since 1991 (16,852,2585.

The number of people counted in occupied private dwellings increased by 6.2% since
the 1991 Census, from 16,261,839 to 17,267,825, Over the same period, however, the
average number of people per occupied private dwelling declined, fror an occupancy

rate of 2.8 1o 2.7 people per dwelling.

Australia’s population is ageing, with a median age of 34 years in 1996 compared o

32 years in 1991. Just over one-fifth (21.6%) of Australia's population (excluding averseas
visitors) in 1996 were aged 0-14 yvears, 14.5% were aged 15-24 vears, 30.8% were aged
25-44 years, 21.0% were aged 45-64 years and 12.1% were aged 65 years and over.

The majority (72.9%) of people counted in Australia were Australian-borr, Of those
people born averseas, over one-third (36.2%) were from the United Kingdam, Ireland or
New Zealand. For the remaining overseas-born people, the highest numbers were born

in Italy, Viet Nam., Greece, China and Germany.

The number of pcople who identified as being of Indigenous origin increased by 33.0%
between 1991 and 1996, from 265,458 10 352,970. This represents an increase from 1.6%
to 2.0% of the rotal Australian population. This increase is partly explained by people's

increased willingness to declare their Indigenous origin.

In 1996, 6.0% of people in Australia were engaged in full or part-time study in Technical

or Further Institutions, university or other tertiary institutions.

The median weekly personal income for people aged 15 vears and over in 1996 was $292
(approximatcly $15,184 p.a)). The corresponding median for 1991 was $268 (313,936
p-a.).

About two-fifths (40.9%) of the occupied private dwellings counted in Australia were
owned by their occupants, 25.5% were being purchased and 28.7% were rented, These

levels were stmilar to those of 1991,
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS continued
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REGIONAL OVERVIEW

SEX
More females than males were counted in Australia on census night (50.5% and 49.5% of
the toral Australian population respectively). Females outnumbered males in most States
and Territories, with Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania recording the highest
proportions (50.8% in each case). The Australian Capital Verritory and New South Wales
each recorded 50.6% females, Queensland recorded 50.3% and there were about egual
numbers of males and females in Western Australia (30.0%). In the Northemn Territory

the situation was reversed with more males (52.0%) than females counted.

Similarly, females cutnumbered males in all Capital City Statistical Divisions (SDDs), with

the exception of Darwin SD, where males accounted for 51.7% of the teral population.

AGE
Reflecting the ageing of Augtl%lia's population, all States and Ternitories recorded
increases since 1991 in their median ages of between one and two years. The highest
median age was recorded in South Australia (35 years), while the Northern Territory

{29 years) had the lowest median age.

The age profiles of the States and Territories, as indicated by the proport'ion of people
aged 65 vears and over, largely reflected these variations in the median age. South
Austraiia had the highest p;rcentage of people aged 65 vears and over {13.8%) and the
Northern Territory (4.9%) had the lowest. While Victoria, Qucensland and Western
Australia all had the same median age (33 vears}, the proportion of pcopic aged 65 years
and over was higher in Victoria and Quecnsland (both 12.0%) than in Western Australia
(10.5%).

Of the Capital Gity SDs, only Adelaide and Greater Hobart recorded both median ages

(35 and 34 years respectively) and percentages of people aged over 65 years (14.1% and
12.5% respectively) above the national figures (34 years and 12.1%). In cantrast, [arwin
and Canberra recorded both the lowest median ages (both 30 years) and percentages of

peopie aged over 65 vears (5.0% and 7.1% respectively).

BIRTHPLACE

Australian-born
Although the majority of people counted in all States and Territories were bom in
Australia, the proportion of Australian-born varied across the country. Tasmania had the
highest proportion of people who were born in Australia (85.9%), while the lowest

percentage was recorded in Western Australia (68.3%).

Qverseas-born
Over three-quarters (76.4%) of all overseas-born people were counted in three States
{New South Wales, Victoria and Queensland) and over half (52.8%) were located in two

Capital City SDs (Sydney and Melbourne).

The proportions and composition of the overseas-born population varied considerably

among the States and Territories. The highest percentages of people born overseas, as
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS continued
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Overseas-born continued
a proportion of the total State/Territory populations, were recorded in Wesrern Australia
(27.6%) and Vicrariz (23.8%), while the lowest levels were registered in Tasmania
{10.2%) and the Northern Territory (15.1%).

Over half of the overseas-born people counted in Tasmania (57.1%), Western Australia
(53.3%) and Queensland (52.3%) were from the United Kingdom, Ireland and New
Zealand. Conversely, high proportions of people born in countries other than these were
counted in Victoria (74.1%) and New South Wales (71.6%).

Amongst the Capital City SDs, high propaortions of overseas-born people were in Perth
{32.3%), Sydney (30.7%) and Melbourne (29.2%). These cities have typically been the
initial settlement locations for immigrants. While people born in the United Kingdom,
Ireland and New Zealand made up just over half (50.8%) of the overseas-born population
in Perth, over three-guarters of the overseas-born population in Melbourne ¢ 76.9%) and

Sydney (75.9%) were born elsewherc,

SPEAKS ANOTHER LANGUAGE AT HOME
People, aged five years and over, wha reported speaking a language othér than English
at home were predominantly counted in New South Wales (1015862 people) and

Victoria (816,558). Both these States had high proportions of overseas-bhorn people who

were born in countries other than the United Kingdom, Ireland and New Zealand.

As a proportion of the total population aged five vears and aver, however, the Northern
Territory (22.5%) recorded the highest percentage of people speakin g a language other

than English. In the Nerthem Territory, the majority (70.9%) of people speaking a

language other than English at home spoke an Australian Indigenous languagc.

Of the Capirtal City SDs, Sydney (26.2%) and Melbourne ( 26.0%) recorded the highest
proportions of peaple who reported speaking a language other than English at home.

The lowest figures were recorded for Greater Hobart (4.9%) and Brishane {9.2%).

INDIGENCUS ORIGIN
Over half (55.8%) of Australia's Indigencus people were counted in two States: New
South Wales (101,485) and Queensland (93,518). A further 14.4% and 13.1% were
counted in Western Australia (50,793) and the Northern Territory (46,277) respectively.
However, Indigenous people represented only 3% or less of the total population in each

State and Territory, except in the Northern Territory where the figure stood at 23.7%.

The increase since 1991 in the numbers of people reporting to be of Indigenous origin

was not uniformly distributed across Australia. The Australian Capital Territory and

Tasmania recorded the highest rates of increase (increasing by 82.0% and 56.1%
respectively), while the Northern Territory (16.0%) recorded the lowest rate. Amon gst
the Capital City SDs, the highest rates of increase were recarded in Canberra (82.4%)

and Brisbane (64.3%), while the towest rate was recorded in Darwin {19.2%).

Of the Capital City SDs, Darwin had the highest proportion of peaple reporting to be of
Indigenous origin (8.6%), followed by Greatcr Hobart (2.5%).
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INCOME

TENURE TYPE

RENT PAYMENTS

At the State and Territory level, the highest median weekly personal income levels were
recorded in the Australian Capital Territory ($430) and the Northern Territory (8338),
hoth well above the Australian average of $292. The States reporting the lowest median

incomes were Tasmania ($257) and South Australia ($267).

Reflecting the State and Territory median income levels. Canberra (8430) and Darwin
($426) recorded the highest median incomes, while the lowest median income levels
were reparted in Adelaide ($273) and Greater Hobart ($283).

Levels of hore ownership varied widely across Australia. The highest home cwnership
rates were recorded in Victoria {(43.7%)3, New South Wales (42.5%) and Tasmania
(42.4%), while the lowest was recorded in the Northern Territory (17.8%). Despite
reporting the lowest rate, the level of home ownership in the Northern Terriwory

increased 38.2% since 1991, representing the largest increase of any State or Territory,

Of the Capirtal City SDs, the highest proportions of home ownership were recorded in
Melbourne (42.6%) and Sydrey (40.6%).

The Australian Capital Territory and Western Australia recqrded the highest proportions
of dwellings being purchased (34.5% and 29.8% respectively). However, Queensland
{22.5%} and the Northern-Territory (18.0%)} recorded the largest increases since 1991 in

the numbers of dwellings being purchased.

Canberra (34.5%) and Perth (32.0%) reported the highest proportions of dwellings being
purchased, whilc the lowest was recorded in Sydney (23.2%). Between 1991 and 1996,
the level of dwellings being purchased in Svdney and Melbourne decreased by 4.6% and

0.9% respectively, corresponding with higher levels of home ownership.

With comparatively low levels of home ownership and dwellings being purchased. the

Northern Territory contained the highest proportion (48.0%) of dwellings being rented.

The median rent payment for Australia increased by 12.7% since the 1991 Census, from
$109 to $123 per weck in 1996.

There werc significant variations in rent pavments across Australia. At the State and
Territory level, the highest median rent payments per week were recorded in the
Australian Capital Territory 1$150) and New South Wales (8140), while the lowest

amounts were paid in Tasmania and South Australia ($90 cach).

Median rent payments for dwellings in Capital City SDs (other than Canberra) were
higher than those for the total State or Territary. The highest rental payments were
recorded in Svdney ($165) and Canberra ($150) and the lowest in Greater Hobart
($100).
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS continued
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HOUSING LOAN REPAYMENTS

The median monthly housing loan repayment for Australia rose from $561 in 1991 1o
$780 in 1996, an increase of 39.0%.

Median housing loan repayments ranged from $585 in Tasmania to $923 in the Australian
Capital Territory. Of the Capital City SDs, Sydney recorded the highest median housing
loan repayment of $1,000. As with median rental payments, housing loan repayments

were higher in Capital City SDs compared with the respective Statc or Territorv medians,

ton-oloctboc--..!ctt‘.--ltll...u-.ows.b.c-o...-.-tﬁuo.cu..o.tu.ool000--.0..--..".a.-.Do

ABS « SO0C/AL & HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS. AUS + 2015.0 + - 006 5



SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS—1996 and 1991 Censuses
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SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS—1996 and 1991 Censuses continued
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SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS—1996 and 1991 Censuses continued
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SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS—1996 and 1981 Censuses continued
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SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS—1996 and 1991 Censuses continued
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SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS—1996 and 1991 Censuses continved

........“'...‘QC.....“...........‘Q...C.....CC....Q........O....O..

i

9EC

£6¢
ELE
2z
€17

BEC

ke
96¢
6l

S¢CT

£9¢
rve
62E

€ee

$9¢
18C
cie
Sg8¢
ZET

98z

208
BSC
062
STE
TOE
T5E

e %8 a8

€3
B0
Aa0om
feuasad
uenay

L R I I I R R T I I O N I I T T O

046 T sz e
ZO0ET 860 ¢
ESE €8y

3] 73 6T 1T
6ET vir
¥4 S04
cor 949
o8 [aley>
61E 9zs
€8T 948 ¢
G2 T 0ES €
arZ T 61T ¢
S¢S T
20T g 209 2
098 & 9PE 8
089 78
69 20T 1
6bT € 188 €
LEET (8134
00€ Z¥T SBE 64T
Zey 8T g0l 28T
5GG EE SEG YV
186 T€ BZT 8L
258 28 v e
Lig ve 880 TE
IST OT ECT 12

R R I A R

{10 p ek (BUI0)

G} uioy 1e LLIOG-$E85,0)
agensue;

B0 syeads

ez ¢ 966 OF
EC9 ¥ 16T It

vEO T 61T 0T

09E 2 65 17 .
622 T 125 6

2P T G695 JT

pSE T 895 9T

e Tiv b
ETOT 18021
0605 HEC /E

PRI G vk g5

LTI v vG0 82

190 Trg 01

cbe O bG8 6pT
268 8T 60€ 22T
bbe T 667 £T

098 T 685 O

969 9 pIE EG
1661 158 6€

879 vOC £06 LES
006 E0C QEC 962

FSE 09 089 €81
GiE 2y BEG $OT
06 58 049 9EC
619 08 S00 9ET
296 v1 GGE vL
ZNZ uieq

pueias sy -veneasny <
tog-523s,0

L R I T I T T ]

gt T L8
082 T 00T
vig £'8
5901 601
1re 8'6
&r. i 68
0Lz 807
B80T £'s
z99 1T
19€T 901
gisT G'Tr
Tre L'ET
rEL 5L
Past: ) gt
262 E 6TT
G0Z va
0i¢ Z'ET
90G T 86
91y ST
rEs IT Z'0T
86T T 801
ver S 907
IEEE 1T
B0 ¥ 86
tro € 6
9y =R 8
uidio {o5) Jane
SNoUsFipuUf T siead
Gg udod
40 vdoly

It

vE
A
vE
e

oF

€€
£e
£E

e

ve
SE
TE

ZE

e
£€
ve
[A
SE

IE

£e
A
£E
[4A
e
SE

(sigad)
age
Ueipapy

(Y414

850 05
T2t
16¢ 92
06511

498 6T

BEC 6T
SITS
€80 #T

L85 G

pIO B
126 SE
180 2T

820 9€T

Qe 09T
Sr/s a7
FANTE=TA
£20 29
SI6 TS

BPCEVTT

OZEFPPC T
€11 0682
LYy vse
00 LLE
8680 10T
SCa 8TT

SUOR/

ETOEC

821 B
[4:]18
or8 T
Eir G

rv 6

8516
re e
9I8 9

crs ce

ce8 EC
VT 8T
Splg

9gvr /9

28 64
TET 8

889 T
G8L 2E
802 8T

STy €86

yI2 PEQ
0Bt LT
e 0ET
G9G 26T
192 EOT
890 19

Y

L R R N R RS

66T 6T I66T (QS) spueipiy e
£8T 9T O66T (S} spuepy eiof
STL 9 uoidwe)
TSP ET uony
ITT g 2J00

(as) spuepIy

0 0T T66T (dS) Waylnog jeass 4addn) (1o}
040 4T 96671 (dS) waynos 1eai 43ddn jgjoy
EEB T saye
LEC 4 weyioy

{S) Weunoes ey Jaddn

SZ0 EC TEET (0S) WBYIN0S 12310 1aMOT] (8104
Zer vz 9667 {0S) WayInog 18a1n Jamo 18)ai
OBL LT Fuy
Zve o dnuijled
{(18) Waynos 1ealn) 1amo
£09 89 , T66T (asS) isam yinog (ejog
8rE 08 966T (QS) 1Isem yinos 2oy
Faa 8 PooMY{OR|q
6re ZT assep
8EZ EE uoysald
104 6T aleg

(AS) 159M Yinos

PER 095 I661T {05) yrad 2104
909 609 Q66T (S} yuad (e1o4
£89 ZvT ueyodois v 1ses Yinos
£TT ¥ZT ueyljodonaly 1s8pM uInos
rAa ]! ueijodolla|y YUoN
ZOR 00T ueyjcdoiay 1seq
186 45 ueyodoilay |giluad
{as) yued

YYEISNY NHILSIM

D TR T I T T T S
e {JSS) uoismpang reanspels

pue “{Js) uoIsmg [esnsnes
‘s

LR R R N e T T T

penunueo S3ENSUS) TEET PUR 966T—SOILSIHIALIVHYHO TVIDO0S

R e L R e N N N R R R T T T

15

v 1998

A

20135

* SOCIAL & FOUSING CHARACTERISTICS, aLS

ABS



SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS—1996 and 1991 Censuses continued
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SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS—1996 and 1991 Censuses continuea
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SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS—1996 and 1991 Censuses continued
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SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS—1996 and 1991 Censuses continued
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HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS—1996 and 1991 Censuses
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PROFICIENCY IN ENGLISH, By Year of Arrival

RS S S S SRRSO SRR RS S E PSR RS RE S S S S S EEEEEEE RN Y SE RS SERE YNGR

»
=
0

PR R IR R I

‘PEIR)S 10U atem Aousioyold pue sRendue| Lioq aum saseo sasudwo) (3)

‘peIEIS 10U Sem Aouaodd Jng paTEls sem a3endur| slaym sesed sesudwo) Q)

eah T Uey) $S8| 40y 2IBASNY Ut 8q pnom Asy) PETS OLM SEISIZA0 WG Suosiad pue 302jduIg I8y @181 10U PIp oM suosiad 'Sio)sia seasiano Sapnioxd (2)

I T T I I I R I I T I R R T A I

096 LYBE IBE 6 LILOIZZT L9T BIE OLE PSS 094 01 €6¥ 48 0L TL STL 16 or3 913 089 21 [Lalad
89T T2 S60 G 668 OT Eip T £00 ¢ v6e SBT 0oz BZE A 90E (0)p=1ETs 10N
6P6 £E8 T GEv TP Y65 558 TEF E6T 6 ECE E1T &/ Z86 19 £EV 8% 065 £0 I85 64 80T IS {2101
o6l 12 v2L e eS8 It ¢ vEOE 106 lEL S%9 T84 fsls] 539 (q)ps1e1s 10N
60 80 ¥ZOo T 668 6T zO8 1 €80 pT 180 b ZrT € 0i€ e gTa e QI8 G 766 G e 1e JON
vOv ApE 2T E B0G 9T EZ0 EE 04055 TOE €T +TSTIT 8ZE OT 110 0T vTS ZT Tr¥ g1 |S44 JON
S60 L29 GLLET T8 ZTE G189 +TT GOT 980 5T BEL o EHG B 780 v 785 BT GES 91 =M
GTO 662 681 4T ZZ8 €RE gL 16 160 Ot T t¥i 82 Tty €2 06 9T 22T RT 18T T2 QIGEZT lem Aap
:UsIiBUT syeads pue sdendue| /ByY0 syeads
ZeBZ00C  TOBOF ¥BE TLET 0T €8T GBE 822 EPE ZE eheR=T4 vI0 ET 16282 £E6 0T T oz Ajuo ysiBu3 sxesds
ey pajes j£:213 SaH5T oeeT ' T5eT CEET £86T FEET SEET S66T
10N Cheres) asT DB6T

leAlLy 4O leax Ag ‘((B)19n0 pue sieaf g paBe SESSIA0 UG SUOSISH) HSITONI Ni AONIIOIH0Hd 609

R W AL S Y

-
-
-
.
-
-
.
-
.
-
-
-
-
L]
-
.
-
-
-
*
.
»
.
.
.
-
L]
-
*
-
-
»
-
*
-
-
»
L]
-
.
.
-
»
=
"
-
-
.
.
*
"
.
-
+
-
.
-
.
-
-
.
-
-
.
-
-
-
+
*
"
*
-
"
.
.
.
L}
.
.
-
.
-
-
»
-
.
-
*

- 2015.0 «+ 19958

SOCIAL & HOLS NG CHARACTERISTICS. ALS

ABS

42



RELIGION
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TYPE OF EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION ATTENDED (FULL-TIME/PART-TIME)
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AGE LEFT SCHOOL {Aged 15 years and over)
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WEEKLY INDIVIDUAL INCOME, By Age and Sex
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WEEKLY INDIVIDUAL INCOME, By Age and Sex continued
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B 1 4 DWELLING STRUCTURE, By Tenure Type (Private dwellings)
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PERSONS, By Dwelling Structure
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DWELLING STRUCTURE, By Dwelling Location (Occupied dwellings)
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EXPLANATORY NOTES
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SCOPE AND COVERAGE

1 The 1996 Census of Population and Housing was held on 6 August 1996, The first
census was held in 1911 and since 1961 a4 census has been taken cvery five years, a
frequency which is specified in the Census and Statistics Act 1905, The objective of the
census is to measure accurately the number and key characteristics of people in Australia
on census night, and the dwellings in which they live.

2 The census aims to count every person who spent ccnsus night in Australia. This
includes Australian residents in Antarctica and people in the territories of Jervis Bay,
Cocos (Keeling) Islands and Christmas Island. The other Australian External Territories,
Norfolk Island and minor islands such as Heard and McDonald Island s, are putside the
scope of the Australian Census. The only group of people who spend census night in
Australia but are cxcluded from the census are foreign diplomats and their families.

3 ‘The census includes people on vessels in or between Austalian ports, on board long
distance trains, buses or aircraft and on oil or gas rigs off the Australian coast. People
entering Australia before midnight on census night are counted while people [eaving an
Australian port for an oversegs destinatiofrbefore midnight on census ni ghr are not,
Visitors to Australia are incTuded regardicss of how long they have been in the country or
how long they plan to stay. However, for people who intend to be in Australia less than
six months only basic demographic data arc available. The census includes pcople
camping out and the homeless,

4 Al private dwellings, except diplomatic dwellings, arc included in the cen sus,
whether occupied or unoccupied. Caravans in caravan parks, manufactured homes in
manufactured home estares and scli-care units in accommodation for the retired or g ged
are counted only if occupied. Occupicd non-private dwellings, such as haspitals, prisons,

hotels, etc. are also included.

5 Details abour the 1996 Census content, collection operations, confidentiatity and
privacy protection, processing and evaluation activities are contained in 7996 Census of
Population and Housing: Neature and Content of the Census (Cat. no. 2008.0).

BASIC COMMUNITY PROFILE TABLES BO1 TO B16

6 Tables numbered BOL to B16 contained in this publication are from the 1996
Census Basic Community Profile (Cat. nos. 2020.0-8). These tables are available
in hardcopy or clectronic formar for all standard census geographic areas. Far
more information about the Community Profiles please refer to the Appendix.

ABS POPULATION ESTIMATES

7 This publication contains population counts based on where pcople werc counted on
census night, which may not have been where they usually lived. The census can provide
person counts based on place of usual residence at the geographic level of Statistical
Local Area (S1A).

8 Official ABS population estimates (estimared resident population} are also separately

available from the ARS. ‘The estimates are based on census counts that have been

adjusted to:

® include people who were in Australia on census night but were missed in the census;

® include Australian residents who were temporarily overseas on census night (these
people were not within scope of the census); and

B exclude overseas visitors counted in the census who were not usual residents of
Australia.

9 ‘T'he adjusted census count is then updated quarterly using demographic statistics.
Thesc are statistics on births, deaths, and overseas and internal m igration.

.tIIlltutvllvvt‘lIlta&ktbc.ﬁl“u....-..t.l&o‘.t.oo&al.......clo»a-Ucoadhooul.oct;uo.noOl

ABS * SOCIAL & HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS, ALS « 2015.0 1896 51




EXPLANATORY NOTES continued
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ABS POPULATION ESTIMATES continued

DATA LIMITATIONS

OVERSEAS VISITORS

CALCULATIONS OF PROPQORTIONS

CALCULATION OF MEDIANS

10 ABS population estimates are published in Awstralian Demograpbic
Statistics {Cat. no. 3101.0), produced quarterly, and in Estimated Resident
Population by Sex and Age: States and Territories of Australia (Cat. no. 3201.0)
produced annually.

11 The ABS also provides projections (based on different assumptions as to future
fertilicy, mortality and migration) of the resident population of Australia, States and
Territories. These projections are published biennially in Projections of the Populations
of Australia, States and Territories (Cat. no. 3222.0).

12 Census data are subject to a number of inaccuracies resulting from errors by
respondents or mistakes in collection or processing. Whilst many of these arc corrected
by careful processing procedures, some still remain. The effect of the remaining errors is
generally slight, although it may be more important for small groups in the population.
The main kinds of error to keep in mind are:
B Partial non-resporise: In some cases where an answer is not provided to a
question an answer is imputed {often from other information on the form). In
other cases a not stated' code is allocated.
B Processing ervor: While such crrors can occur in any processing system,
quality management is used continuously to improve the quality of processed
data, and to identify and correct data of unacceptable quLa-lity.
8 Random adjustment. Table cells containing small values are randomly
adjusted or supprcssed_to avoid releasing information about particular
individuals, families, or households. The effects of these adjustments are
statisticatly insignificant.
& Respondent error; Because processing procedures cannot detect or repair all
errors made by people in completing the forms, some remain in final data.
8 {ndercount: Although the census aims to count each person, there are some
people who are missed and others are counted more than once. The data in
this publication are not adjusted for the net undercount.

12 Further information on data quality is provided progressively in Census Update and
in 1996 Census Data Quality Working Papers.

14 Data for overseas visitors (who intend to be in Australia for less than six months) are
restricted to age, sex and marital status. In this publication overseas visitors contribute
only to the male, female and total person counts.

15 When calculating the proportion of the population with a particular characteristic,
overseas visitors and 'Not stated' responses are included in the denominator. For
example, in the Summary of Findings, the Proportion of Australian-born was calculated
by dividing the number of persons who stated that they were Australian-born by the total
population (including overseas visitors and those who did not report their birthplace)
and expressing the result as a percentage,

16 A median is a measure of central tendency. It is a mid value which divides a
population distribution into two, with half the observations falling below it and half
above it. Unlike averages (means) medians are not usually skewed by extreme
observations.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES continued
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CALCULATION OF MEDIANS contéinued

17 ‘there are a number of issues to be aware of:

® The categorics 'Not stated, 'Overseas visitor', and "Not applicable’ are not
included in the calculation of medians.

& Ifa median falls into a category that has a text only label then the median is sct
to 0. For this publication this is only relevant to the calculation of median
personal income, as the income classification includes categories 'Nil income”
and 'Negative incomc'.

®  [fthe median is calculated on a classification conrainin g ranges and a range is
open-ended and the median falls within that category, the median is set 1o the
number in the label. For example, in the calculation of median personal
income, if the median falls in the last range $1,500 or more, $1.500 is allocated
as the median.

UNADJUSTED DOLLARS
18 The 1991 Census dollar values for Median Personal Income., Median Hausing Loan
Repayments and Median Rent Paid have not been adjusted into 1996 dollars.

SYMBOLS AND OTHER USAGES

19 The following abbreviations and symbols are used in this publicatien:

General abbreviations and symbols

Mthly Monthiy
Wkiy Weekly =
na. Not available
nfd Not further defined
— Nil
Spatial units
5D Statistical Division
S5D Statistical Subdivision
Misceltaneous
13al Balance
™t Part
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APPENDIX — CENSUS PRODUCTS AND SERVICES
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There is a wide range of products and services developed from the 1996 Census
of Population and Housing, details of which are listed in brief below. For more
detailed information on the 1996 Census range of products and scrvices, please
refer to the 1996 Census of Population and Housing, Directory of Census
Statistics (Cat. no. 2510.0), or call our Clicnt Services Officers in your State or

Territory (refer to the tclephone numbers listed on the back page of this
publication}.

CENSUS REFERENCE PRODUCTS

Census Dictionary

The Census Dictionary (Cat. no, 2901.0) is a comprehensive reference guide o
the concepts and terms used in the 1996 Census of Population and Housing. It
includes a complete listing of the 1996 Census classifications and a glossary of
CENSUS tErmis.

How Australia Takes a Census

Houw Australia Takes a Censtis {Cat. no. 2803.0) provides information about the
history of the census, the planning pracess and the way in which the census is

. conducted.
Geographic Classifications and Codes

Statistical Geography: Volume 1 Australian Standard Geograpbical -
Classification (ASGC) {Cat. no. 12160y provides information about the: names

and codes of the geographic areas used in the 1996 Census.
1996 Census Statistical Local Area Maps

Thesc reference maps show the Statistical Local Areas (SLAs) from the 1996
Census. Bach map shows the boundary of an SLA and the CD boundaries
contained within.

Digital Boundaries

All of the census boundarics are available clectronically in industry formats
through a range of secondary providers.

CENSUS DATA PRODUCTS

Estimated Resident Population (ERP)

The ERP is the official population figure and is based on adjusting the results of the
census to provide more accurately the numbers of peaple usually living in an area.

Two publications containing ERP data, based on 1996 Census figures are:
" Australian Demographbic Statistics — 1996 Census Edition (Cat. no. 3101.0);

and
" Regional Population Growth, Australia — 1996 Census Edition (Cat. no.
3218.0). i

Selected Characteristics

‘This series of publications contains data and commentary on various person and
dwelling characteristics from the 1996 Census at selected geographic levels. There are
three publications in the series:
) B Census of Population and Housing: Selected Social and Housing

Characteristics for Statistical Local Aveas (Cat. nos. 2015.0-8);
B Census of Population and Housing: Selected Social and Housing

Characteristics for Urban Centres and Localities (Cat. nos. 2016.0-8),

(indicative release datc: January 1998); and
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APPENDIX — CENSUS PRODUCTS AND SERVICES continued
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Selected Characteristics continued
® Census of Population and Housing: Selected Family and Labour Force
Characteristics for Statistical Loced Areas (Cat. nos. 2017.0-8), ({indicative
release date: March 1998).

Community Profile Series

The Community Profile Series (Cat. nos. 2020.0-8) provides detailed and
comprehensive census characteristics of people, families and dwellings for small
areas. This series is available for all standard census geographic areas, and is
available in hardeopy and electronic formats.

The scries comprises six community profiles:

W Basic Communily Profile (BCP) contains 32 tables of detailed data coverin g
dweldling, household and family topics. This profile is available for all standard
census geographic areas, Commonwealth (CED) and State Electoral Divisions
(SED). Postal Areas, and Suburbs, for the States/l'erritories and Australia.

N Time Series Community Profile containg 21 tables of variables from the Basic
Community Profile comparing data from the 1986, 1991 and 1996 Censuses
where the classifications are comparable.

- B Usual Residenis Profile contains 25 tables based on the usual residents of
SLAs. This is the only community profile based on place of usual residence.

® IExpanded Community Profile contains 41 tables available for SLAs and larger
arcas, comprising more detailed versions of some of the basic profile tables,
plus new tables. _

B Working Population Profile contains 17 tables of labour foree and related
characteristics of people who work and are counted in SLAs within the journey
to work (JTW) study areas — usually capital citics.

B Summary Indigenous Profile contains sclected characteristics of Indi gonous
people in two tables which are available at the Indigenous Location level.

W Defailed Indigenous Profile contains selected characteristics of Indigcnous
people in 26 tables which are available for Indigenous Areas, ATSIC Regions,
States and Territories.

CDATAD6
CDATAY6 (Cat. nos. 2019.0-8) is 2 CD-ROM product which provides a large volume of
tabulated census data, digital boundaries and hase map data. It includes software capable
of producing tables, maps and graphs of the data.

HEYDATA

CENSUS KEYDATA (Cart. nos. 2023.0-8) is a CD-ROM product which pravides access o
1996 Census Community Profiles and Classification Counts data and Digital Boundarics,
using a specially encrypted CD-ROM.

Ciassification Counts

Classification Counts (Cat. nos. 2022.0-8} provides frequency counts for 1996 Census
vatiables in complete classificatory detail, for every State and capital city.

Census Household Sample File

The 1996 Census Housebold Sample File (Cat. no. 2913.0) provides a comprehensive
unit record database of census characteristics, containing a sample of private households
and associated persons, and persons in non-private dweilings.

Social Atlas Series

The Social Atlas (Cat. nos. 2840.1-8) publications feature colour maps of the key social,
demographic and economic characteristics of each capital city,
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APPENDIX — CENSUS PRODUCTS AND SERVICES continued
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Australia in Profile — A Regional Analysis

Australia in Profile — A Regional Analysis (Cat. no. 2821.0% provides commentary and
data on a number of key social indicators from the 1996 Census, with the focus on
regional distributions and comparisons.

CONSULTANCY SERVICES
The following census specific services are available:
Thematic Profile Service

The Thematic Praofiles Service (Cat. nos. 2021,0-8) provides profiles on request,
covering the themes of the Family, Young People, Clder People and Ethnicity, on 4
variety of media.

Customised Profile Service

The Customised Profiles Service provides community profile data tailored to your needs,
on a varety of media.

Customised Tables Service -

s The Customised Tables (Matrix) Service provides detailed cross<lassified tables tailored
to your needs on a variety of media.

Customised Geographic Data Reports Service

The Customised Geographic Data Reports Service provides tabular geographic data
which relate specifically tothe census Geographic Areas and their characteristics
{e.g. area).

Customised Mapping Service

Through the Customised Mapping Service you are able to purchase both
Customised Thematic Maps and Customised Reference Maps on request.
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Dwelling

Geographic areas

General descriptions of terms and conceprs used in this publicaticn are provided
below. Tables are also footnoted where applicable for additional clarity. Detailed
definitions of classifications and concepts are available in the 1996 Censtes
Dictionary (Cat. no. 2001.0).

A dwelling is a building or structure in which people live. This can be a building,
such as a house; part of a building, such as a flat: or it can be 4 caravan or tent,
humpy or park bench. Houses under construction, derelict houses, vacant tents,
or converted garages, are not counted in the census.

There are private and non-private dwellings.

A private dwelling is normaily a house, flat, part of a house, or even a room; but can also
be a house artached to, or reoms above, shops or offices; an occupied caravan or unirt in
a caravan park or craft in a marina: occupied dwelling in a Manufactured Home Estate;
oceupicd self-care unit in Accommexdation for the Retired or Aged: a houseboar; or rent
if it is standing on its own block of land. An occupied caravan situated on a residential
allotment is also classed as a private dwelling. Privaic dwellings can be either occupred or
unaccupicd. -

Non-private dwellings are thosc dwellings not included above, which provide a
communal or transitory tvpe of accommodation. These dwellings inctude hotels.
motels, guest houses, prisans, religious and charitable institutions, defence
establishments, hospitals and other communal dwellings. Only occupied
non-private dwellings are included in the census,

The tables in this publication are at the levels of Statistical Subdivision and
Statistical Division, as defined by the 1996 Census edition of the Australian
Standard Geographical Classificarion (ASGC).

Statistical Subdiviston (SSD): These areas consist of onc or more SLAs and cover,
in aggregarc, the wholc of Australia without gaps or overlaps.

Statistical Division (SD): These areas consist of one or more $SDs and cover., in
aggregate, the whole of Australia without gaps or overtaps. They do not cross
State or Territory boundaries. However, the Other Territories, Jervis Bay Territary
and the Territorics of Christmas Island and Cocos (Keeling) 1slands wogether form
one 3D, Capital city SDs are predominantly urban in character and the
houndaties are: dclineated to contain the anticipated urban development of the
capital cities (and associated urban centres) for a period of at least 20 years.

SDs outside the capiral city are designed to be relatively homogeneous regions
characterised by identifiable social and cconomic links between the inhabitants and the
€conomic units in the region, under the unifving influence of one or more major (owns
or cities.

State/Tervitory (STE): States and Territories consist of one or more SDs and are

the Jargest tvpe of spatial unit in the ASGC. The six Australian States and five

Territories which are part of geographic Australia and included in the 1996 ASGC

are New South Wales, Victoria, Quecnsiand, Sourh Australia, Western Australia,
Tasmania, Northern Territory, Australian Capiral Territory, Jervis Bay Territory

and the external Territories of Christmas Island and Cocos (Keeling) Islands. In

the ASGC, Jervis Bay Territory, the Territory of Christmas 1sland and the Territory

of Cocos (Keeling) Islands are combined to form Other Territores {OT).
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GLOSSARY continued
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Geographic areas continied
Codes for State/Territory are as follows:
1 — New South Wales
2 —Victoria
3 — Queensland
4 — South Australia
5 — Western Australia
6 — Tasmania
7 — Northem Territory
8 — Australian Capital Territory
9 — Other Territories

More information about deﬁni_t_ions, and lists of codes and names of the
geographic areas can be found in Volume I: Australian Standard Geographical
Classification (ASGC) (Cat. no. 1216.0) effective dare 1 July 1996.

Income  People aged 15 years or more are asked to state their usual gross weekly income,
which is the income before tax, superannuation, health insurance, or other
deductions are made. Gross income includes family allowante, famity allowance
supplement, pensions, unemployment benefits, student allowances, maintenance
(child support), superannudtion, wages, salary, overtime, dividends, rents
received, interest received, business or farm income (less operation expenscs)
and worker's compensation received.

Indigenous A person is defined o be of Indigenous origin if he or she identifies himself or hersclf as
of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander origin.

Overseas-born  Overseas-born people are those who state that they were born in a country other than
Australia, those born at sea, and those whose responses are classed as 'Inadequately
described' or 'Not elsewhere classified’.
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For more information . . .

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia's
economic and social conditions. Details of what is available in various publications
and other products can be found in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products
available from all ABS Offices.

ABS Products and Services

Many standard products are available from ABS bookshops located in each State

and Territory. In addition to these products, information tailored to the needs of
clients can be obtained on a wide range of media by contacting your nearest ABS
Office. The ABS also provides a Subscription Service for standard products and some
tailored information services.

National Dial-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400

Steadycom P/L: premium rate 25¢/20 secs. —

This number gives 24-hour access, 365 days a year, for aprange of important economic
statistics mcluding the CPI.

Internet
http://www.abs.gov.au

A wide range of ABS information is available via the Internet, with basic statistics
available for each State, Territory and Australia, We also have Key National Indicators,
ABS product release details and other information of general interest.

Sales and Inquiries

client.services@abs.gov.au

National Mail Order Service {06) 252 5249
as from 18 Aug 1997 (02) 6252 5249
Subscription Service 1800 02 0608

_ Information Inquiries Bookshop Sales
CANBERRA (06) 252 6627 (06} 207 0326

as from 18 Aug 1997 (02) 6252 6627 {02) 6207 0326
SYDNEY (02) 9268 4611 (02) 9268 4620
MELBOURNE (03) 9615 7755 (03) 9615 7755
BRISBANE {07) 3222 6351 (07) 3222 6350
PERTH (08) 9360 5140 (08) 9360 5307
ADELAIDE (08) 8237 7100 - (08) 8237 7582
HOBART (03) 6222 5800 (03) 6222 5800
DARWIN (08} 8943 2111 (08) 8943 2111

o=

Client Services, ABS, PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2616
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