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Explanatory Notes

Symbols and
other usages

Further references

Local government
areas

Statistical divisions

The following symbols mean:

.. not available

n.e.c. not elsewhere classified

n.c.i. not elsewhere included

n.e.s. not elsewhere specified

n.p. not available for publication but included in totals where
applicable, unless otherwise indicated

n.y.a. not yct available

p preliminary — figure or series subject to revision

r figure or series revised since previous issue

® subject to sampling variability too high for most

practical purposes
. not applicable
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
break in continuity of series

Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may occur between totals
and the sums of the component items,

Values are shown in Australian dollars (3 or $A) or cents {c).
All measurements of physical quantities have been cxpressed in metric units.

For the current source of most of the information shown in the Summary of
Queensland Statistics refer to the relevant chapter.

At the end of the chapters a list of selected publications issued by the
Queensland and Central Offices of the Australian Bureau of Statistics is
given. These provide detailed statistical information on topics covered in
the chapters.

A catalogue number is shown in brackets after the title and this number
should be quoted when ordering these publications.

A complete list of ABS publications produced in Canberra and in each of
the State Offices is contained in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and
Products (1101.0) which is available from any ABS office,

Local government areas were created as each part of the State became
populated, but since 1916 the trend has been towards a reduction in the
number of areas together with the delegation of wider powers. They rep-
resent the wholc, undivided area of responsibility of an incorporated local
government council,

Local government areas are used as basic districts for the presentation of
Population Census and other statistical data,

Statistical collections in the State are based generally on local government
areas, For convenience of comparison, the areas are grouped mto statisti-
cal divisions. The maps between pages 24 and 25 indicate the areas
covered by the local government arcas and statistical divisions.

The 11 statistical divisions are: Brisbane, Moreton, Widc Bay-Burnett,

Darling Downs, South-West, Fitzroy, Central-West, Mackay, Northern,
Far North and North-West.
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Information Inquiries

The address of the
Queensland Office is:

Telephone inguires:

The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) offers a varicty of cansultancy
and information services which, in addition to ifs many printed and
electronic publications and products, provide information and advice to
meet a wide range of statistical needs. The consultancy service opcrates
on a fee for scrvice basis,

All ABS publications are available for reference at most university
libraries and various public and TAFE libraries throughout Queensland.
Catalogues of ABS publications are available on request.

The ABS also has a publications mailing service. Readers may subscribe
to ABS publications and arrange to receive them on a regular hasis.

Australian Bureau of Statistics

13th Floor, 313 Adclaide Street
BRISBANE (Q 4000

(GPO Box 9817 BRISBANE ( 4001)

(07) 222 6351
Fax No. (07) 229 6042
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Preface

The mission of the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) is to assist and
encourage informed decision making, rescarch and discussion within
governments and the community at large. In attempting to fulfil that
mission, the ABS compiles a wide range of statistics in the social and
economic fields and presents them in many differcnt mediums to the
interestcd public. The ABS also draws on the data of other agencies in
the interests of providing more comprehensive information solutions to
clients.

Many people work cooperatively with the ABS in enabling it to fulfil that
mission. 1 wish (o thank all of thosc people for their continuing support.
This book provides some small indication of the range of information
available as a result of that cooperative effort and is a window lo the vast
range of dala available on request.

I am particularly gratcful (o my members of staff who have worked hard
to make this edition possible. Special thanks go to Norm Burke and his

team for oversceing the production of the book and to contributing
organisations.

1 have much pleasure in introducing the 1995 Queensland Year Book.
I wish to remind readers that the ABS also produces the Caiglogue of

Publications and Products (1131.0), which will be of assistance when
seeking further statistical information.

R.A. CROCKETT
Deputy Commonwecalth Statistician

Australian Bureau of Statistics
Brishane

1995
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Queensland’s floral emblem is the Cooktown
Orchid (Dendrobium bigibbum) and was
proclaimed in 1959. It is a native flower growing
profusely around Cooktown in the north-east
while it is also cultivated in many urban centres.

The orchid is an epiphyte (not a parasite) and
grows on a variety of trees. The delicate purple
blossom flowers between February and early
July although no single plant blossoms for the
total period.

The Coat of Arms was authorised originally in
1893 by Royal Warrant. The Supporters — the
brolga and red deer — were assigned by Royal
Warrant signed by the Queen during her Silver
Jubilee Year visit to Queensland on 9 March
1977. Agricultural industries {(represented by
cattle, sheep, grain and sugar cane) and mining
(represented by a column of gold on a bed of
quartz) are depicted. The crest above the shield
incorporates the State Badge comprising the
Queen’s Crown superimposed on the Maltese
Cross and resting on entwined gold and black
bands. The scroll motto in Latin is translated as
Bold, Aye, And Faithful, Too!
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Chapter 1

HISTORY AND CHRONOLOGY

1606
1623
1644

1770

1788
1799
1802
1818

1823

European settlement of Queensland began in 1824 when a site for a
penal settlement was chosen en the Brisbane River, although the first
inhabitants probably arrived from south-eastern Asia about 40,000
years ago, By 1831 the convict population of the Moreton Bay
setttement had reached its peak of 1,100. In the next 8 years the
convict establishment was phased out and by 1839 only a
maintenance crew was retained to look after the government stock
and to help the party of surveyors as land in the Moreton district was
being prepared for sale to free settlers. In 1840 Patrick Leslie settled
on the Darling Downs and in 1842 the first auction of land was held
in Brisbane Town. In 1859, the Colony of Queensland was separated
from New South Wales under Sir George Bowen as Governor.

The population of the newly proclaimed Colony of Queensland in 1859
was 23,520. Rapid growth was experienced in the first few decades aficr
separation and by 1880 the population had grown to 211,040. This
growih has continued to the present and by 30 June 1991 there were
2,972,004 people in Queensland.

EARLY EXPLORATION

William Jansz visited Cape York Peninsula.

Jan Carstens explored the Gulf of Carpentaria and Staaten River.

Abel Tasman explorcd Cape York Peninsula, naming it Carpentaria Land.
Captain Cook sailed up the Queensland coast: 16 May, Cook off Point
Danger; Morcton (Morton) Bay named; 17 May, Cook named Cape Moreton
(Morton) and 22 August, Cook landed on Possession Island and took
possession of the whole eastern coast, naming it New South Wales.

The Colony of New South Wales was founded.

Captain Matthew Flinders explored Moreton and Hervey Bays.

Port Bowen discovered by Licutcnant John Murray.

John Thomas Bigge was commissioned to investigate the condition of New
South Wales, with the underlying assumption that he would suggest ways
of putting ‘terror back into transportation’. He reported that three penal

bases could be established at Port Bowen (now Port Clinton), Port Curtis and
Morcton Bay, all to be places of stem discipline and control,

SETTLEMENT

The Governor of New South Wales, Sir Thomas Brisbane, sent John Oxley
to sclect a site for a penal settiement. He recommended Morcton Bay and
named the Brisbane River.




1824

1825

1826
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1828

1831
1837
1839
1840

1841
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1846

1848

1848

1850
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History and Chronology

"The founding party of 29 volunteer convicts and one overseer with Licutenant
Henry Miller as commandant left Sydney and in Scptember began unloading
at Redcliffe Point.

Moreton Bay penal settlement moved to & new site on the Brisbane River
between Queen and William Streets.

Brisbane’s first school opened at the Moreton Bay settlement with 16 pupils
in attendance.

The botanist, Allan Cunningham, travelled through the ‘gap’ in the main
divide and named the Darling Downs. * Coal was used in limestonc kilng
at [pswich.

Queensland’s first industry was established — a trcadmill to grind maize
at Wickham Terrace, Brisbane,

The peak of 1,100 convicls reached.
The James Waet became the first steamer in Moreton Bay.
The Brisbane penal settlement was officially closed.

Patrick Leslie led the first squatters and their thousands of sheep and cattle
from New England and southern New South Wales to the Darling Downs.

The first sale of Moreton Bay land was held in Sydney.

Free settlement began in Moreton Bay. ¢ The first land sale held in the
colony tock place in Brisbane Town.

Moreton Bay seitlement became an clectoral division of New South
Wales.

Dr Ludwig Leichhardt and Sir Thomas Mitchell began their exploration of
vast areas of Queensland.

The first population count of the Moreton Bay and Darling Downs
districts showed 1,599 persons. * The first denominational school opened
in Brisbane.

The first newspaper, the Moreton Bay Courier, was published. Port Curtis
was founded as a penal settlement. * The first commercial production of
coal was mined at Redbank.

The Native Mounied Police Force was cstablished. ¢ Edmund Burke
Kennedy made his tragic journey through Cape York, hoping to reach its tip.
Eeichhardt disappeared mysteriously in the far west.

Technical education began under the auspices of the Brisbane School of Arts.

The first bank opened. * The first national school (modelled on the Lrisk:
national school system) opened at Toolburra near Warwick.

Augustus Gregory's expedition from the Northern Territory reached Brisbane.

The first discovery of payable gold was made at Canoona. * The first
trade union, the Stonemasons Union, was formed.




History and Chronology

1859

1860
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1869
1870
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1873

SELF-GOVERNMENT

On 6 Junc, Letters Patent for the separation of Queensland from New
South Wales were issued. * On 6 September, Brishane, with a population
of 5,000, was proclaimed a municipality. * On 10 December, separation of
Queensland from New South Wales was proclaimed by the first Governor, Sir
George Ferguson Bowen.

On 22 May, the Parliament of Queensland had its first sitting with R.G.'W.
Herbert as the first Premier.  'The Granunar Schools Act was passed. ¢ An
Acl regulating the occupation of Crown lands was passed as a result of
exploration by Captain John Muckay and J.G. and PF. Macdenald. * Ipswich
and Rockhampton were constituted as towns,

The Supreme Court of Queensland was established. * Burke and Wills
died on their return journey after traversing the inland to the Gulf of
Carpentaria. * Maryborough and Warwick became towns,

Copper was discovered at Peak Downs. ¢ The first telegraph link between
Brisbane, Ipswich, Toowoomba and Sydney was completed.

The Brisbane Council was authorised to erect a town hall in Qucen Street.
* The first Pacific Islander labourers were introduced into Queensland to
provide manual labour on sugar and cotton plantations, on pastoral propertics
and in maritime industries. * An Act authorising government construction of
railways was passed. *® The first granmmar school was opened at Ipswich.

The first police commissioner was appointed. * The first commercial
production of sugar was obtained at Ormiston.

The first bridge across the Brishance River, a temporary wooden structure,
was opened 1o traffic. * The first rail line, from Epswich to Grandchester,
was opened. * Cobb and Co. started operating coach services and obtained
their first mail contract.

Scvere cconomic crisis.

Gold was discovered at Gympic, Cape River and Cloncurry and copper at
Einasleigh and Cloncurry. * The Constitution Act was passed. * The
railway line from Ipswich to Toowoomba was completed.

Walkers Limited factory was established at Maryborough. Gold was
discovered at Ravenswood. * The State population exceeded 100,000.
* The Polynesian Labourcrs Act was passed to control immigration of
Pacific Islander labourers.

Gilberton gold and Mount Perry copper discoveries were made.

Sheep numbers exceeded 8,000,000 and cattle numbers 1,000,000, * Free
education was introduced.

Gold at Charters Towers and copper at Mount Flora were discovered.
* Tin was discovered in the Stanthorpe region and opals in western
Quecnsland.  * Universal adult male suffrage was introduced.

Gold was discovered at The Palmer, attracting 15,000 Europeans and
20,000 Chinese over the next 3 years.
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History and Chronology

The Victoria Bridge over the Brisbane River, with swing span for shipping,
was opened.

The railway from Roma Street, Brisbane, to Ipswich was opened. * Tin
was discovered at Kangaroo Hills and gold at Hodgkinson. * Legislation
established the principle of ‘free, compulsory, and secular education”.

Gold was discovered at Coen.
The first woollen mill opened at Ipswich.

Legislation created local government authoritics for towns and country areas in
an attempt to cnsure that road and bridge construction was & local responsibility.

The principle of elections by sceret ballot was adopted by all States,

Tin discoveries were made in the Herberton region. s The Pacific Istand
Labourers Act was passed placing occupational restrictions on Islanders and
tightening government supervision at the Island and plantation ends of
the labour trade. * State aid to denominational schools was abolished.

A technical college under the auspices of the Brisbane Schoel of Arts
commenced.

Gold was discovered at Mount Morgan, which in time became one of the
richest fields in gold as well as copper. ¢ The first electric power display
took place in Brisbane.

The southern porlien of New Guinea was annexed by Great Britain and
administered by Queensland. ¢ Pacific Island labourers were restricted by
Act to agriculture. * A Royal Commission was appeinted to inquire into
recruiting from New Guinea and adjacent walers leading to the end of
recruitment from this area.

Gold was discovered at Croydon. Queensland became the third largest
colony in population, * Brisbane began operating a tramway. ¢ Cobb and
Co. expanded to cover 6,500 route kilometres and a coach-building factory
was established at Charleville. * Premier Griffith introduced a Bill to stop
recruiting licences being issued after 1890.

The Department of Agriculture was established.

Electricity supply to the GPQ, Brisbane, commenced. * The first through
trains from Brisbane to Sydney, transhipping at Wallangarra, commenced
running,

The Australian Labour Federation was formed in Queensland.

The country arbitrary meridian (CAM) system of mapping was
introduced. * Chillagoe-Mungana silver-lead discoveries were made.
* Many sectors of the economy suffered as a scrious depression set .

The railway from Brisbane to Gvmpie was opened. * A shearers’ strike
was called against the principle of frecdom of contract (‘closed shep’) which
led to violence and virtual martial law.

Premier S.W. Griffith issued a political manifesto authorising continuation
of recruiting of Pacific [slanders ‘... for a definite but limiled period of,




History and Chronology

1893

1895
1897

1899

1900

1901

1902

1903

1904

1905
1906

1908

1810

say 10 vears...” * The Civil Ambulance Transport Brigade was formed, later
the City Ambulance Transport Brigade and then Q.A.T.B.

Electricity was connected to 91 consumers near the GPO, Brisbane. ¢ The
first hydro-clectricity station, Thargomindah, opened for rural supply. * Eight
of the 11 banks of issue failed and were closed. * A major flood occurred in
Brisbane and both the Victoria Bridge and the Indooroopilly railway bridge
were destroved. * The newly formed Labour Party won 16 seats in its first
general election. * Among those elected was Andrew Fisher, Australia’s 6th,
&th and (th Prime Minister; 1908-09, 1910-13 and 1914-15.

The Native Mounted Police Force was disbanded.

The Countess Street power station was opened by Brisbane Tramways and
clectric trams commenced running. ¢ Gatton Agricultural College was
established. * The policy of Archibald Meston was introduced to remove
Aboriginal people who had become troublesome or burdensome and isolate
them in Reserves.

Cyclone Bathurst Bay caused the pearling {leet to be destroyed with the
loss of over 300 hives. # The first Labour Government, led by Andrew
Dawson, was formed but lasted only 7 days.

Roma (Hospital Hill) gas was discovered. * A period of copper discovery
and smelting began at Kuridala, Selwyn and Mount Cuthbert. * Copper
smelting commenced at Mount Gamel and Mount Molloy. ¢ The
‘compulsory” aspects of education were proclaimed,

FEDERATION

The Commonwealth of Australia was created with Queensland as a State.
* The new Federal Parliament passed the Pacific Island Labourers Act,
ordering recruiting to cease as of 1904 and repatriation of as many as possible
by 1907. = Copper was discovered at Chillagoc-Mungana and Etheridge and
smelting commenced.

Brisbane was proclaimed a city. * Copper production commenced at Mount
Morgan,

The Philp Conservative Government was replaced by a coalition of the
Labour Party and other opposition remnants.

The City Electric Company was established as successor to the Brisbane
Electric Supply Company.

Suffrage for females was introduced.

William Kidston, the Labour Party leader, took over as Premier. * A
Queensland Royal Commission inquired into the deportation of Pacific
Islanders, resulting in an amendment to the 1901 Pacific Island Labourers
Act allowing larger numbers to remain.

The first National Park, Witches Falls, on Tamborine Mountain, was
proclaimed.

Water control by State Act was introduced. ¢ The Workers’ Dwelling Board
was established.
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History and Chronology

Queensiand University opened in George Strect, Brisbane.

The supply of electricity to local consumers in provincial towns commenced.
The first State high school was established. * The school leaving age
was raised from 12 to 14 vears and the ‘compulsory’ aspects of
education were enforced.

World War [ commenced.

1915 TO 1930

Compulsory voting was introduced. * The election of the Labor Party (o
office under T.J. Ryan brought a long period of Labor Government which,
except for 3 vears, lasted until 1957.

The Workers” Compensation Act was passed. * The 8-hour working day
was introduced.

World War I ended.

The Main Roads Board was instituted. * Queensland and Northem
Territory Aerial Services Limited (Qantas) was formed with headquarters at
Winton.

District Courts were abolished. * The first Basic Wage declaration was
made by the State Industrial Court.

The Legislative Council was abolished. * The first airmail service from
Charleville to Cloncurry commenced. * The Primary Correspondence
School opened. * The death penalty was abolished.

Silver, lead and zinc were discovered at Mount Isa. * A system of
unemployment insurance commenced in Queensland, ahead of other Statcs.

The Brisbane lo Cairns rail line was completed.

On 1 October, the Greater Brisbane Council, the largest municipal council
in Australia, was constituted. * The Main Roads Commission was
established.

Cactoblastis cactorum was introduced to tackle the prickly pear pest
which was rapidly taking over productive land.

Mount Morgan mine was closed. * The first motor vehicle assembly ook
place in Brisbane. * Roma Oil Corporation gas discovery was made.

The Flying Doctor Setvice was commenced by the Australian Inland Missions.
* Charles Kingsford-Smith crossed the Pacific Ocean to land in Brisbanc.

Mount Morgan mine reopened. * The Labor Government was replaced by
a Country-National Government.

DEPRESSION AND WAR

The present Brisbane City Hall was officially opened. * The Brisbane to
Sydney air service was inaugurated by Australian National Airways.
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1931
1932

1934

1937
1938

1939
1940

1941
1942
1943

1944
1945

1947

1948

1951
1954
1955
1956

1957

1959

Gold was discovered at Cracow.

Grey Street Bridge in Brisbane was opened to traffic., * The Labor Party
was re-elected to power.

The first experimental television broadcast in Australia was made from the
Windmill (Observatory) in Brisbane to Ipswich, 32 kilometres away.

Cement was produced from Moreton Bay coral.

The State Electricity Commission was cstablished, ¢ The State population
exceeded 1.000,000.

‘World War Il commenced.

The Story Bridge in Brishane was opened to traffic. * Local consumers in
64 provincial towns were being supplied with electricity.

Mineral sand production commenced at Burleigh Heads.
Uniform federal income taxation commenced.

The Queensland People’s Party, which 2 years later would become the
Queensland Division of the Liberal Party of Australia, was formed.

Pay-as-you-earn (PAYE) income taxation was introduced from 1 July.
The Queensland Housing Commission was established. * The Queensland
Institute of Medical Research was established. ¢ World War Il ended. * By

the end of World War 1[, 750,000 United States servicemen had passed
through Brisbane. * A free povernment hospital system was introduced.

POST WORLD WAR Il

‘Displaced persons’ commenced arriving from Europe. * The Labor
Government created a four-zone electorate system weighted to favour the
western electorates,

The 40-hour working week was introduced. * Queensland University
commenced relocating to St Lucia

The Main Roads Department was established.
The Mary Kathleen uranium mine was opened.
Bauxite was discovered at Weipa in Cape York Peninsula.

A contract was signed for the supply of uranium oxide to the United
Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority.

When the Labor Government failed to legislate for 3 weeks” annual leave
for all workers, the Premier, V.C. Gair, was expelled trom the Party which
then split and subsequently lost office to the Country-Liberal coalition led
by G.ER. Nicklin.

The District Courts were re-established. » The Flying Surgeon Service was
introduced at Longreach. ¢ Television transmission commenced in Brisbane.
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1960
1961

1963
1964

1965
1966

1967

1968

1969
1971

1972

1973

1974

1975

1976

1977

* The Townsville Copper Refinery was established. ¢ The first coking
coal was mined at Kianga. * The Gold Coast townships were united
under the title Gold Coast City.

1960 TO 1979
The Radio School of the Air began.

The first commercial oil discovery was made at Moonie. * Open-cut coal
mining at Moura commenced. * Natural gas was piped from nearby wells to
Roma Power House. ¢ University College, later to become James Cook
University of North Queensland, was opened at Townsville. =+ The
(iladstone-Moura rail link was opened.

Mary Kathleen uranium mine was closed.

Oil was discovered at Alton. ¢ The school leaving age was raised to 15
YC‘dIS.

Queensland Institute of Technology in Brisbane was opened.

Decimal currency was introduced on 14 February. ¢ A textbook allowance,
free of means test, was introduced for all secondary students.

An alumina plant was opened at Gladstone. * High-grade nickel laterite
was discovered at Greenvale.  State aid to non-State schools recommenced.

Johannes Bjelke-Petersen, the longesi-serving Premier of Queensland,
took office.

The new Victoria Bridge in Brisbane was opened to traffic.

Cyclone Althea extensively damaged Townsville. * Hay Pomt coal
bulk-handling port opened.

The use of the metric system of measurcment as the sole system of
measurcment of physical quantities commenced.

The Captain Cook Bridge and the first stage of the South East Freeway in
Brisbane was opencd. * The Statc population exceeded 2,000.000. * The
preschoal cducation netwaork started.

Australia Day weekend floods caused 14,000 homes in Brisbane and Ipswich
to suffer water damage following torrential rain brought in by cyclone Wanda.
* The State Emergency Service was established. * The age of majority was
reduced from 21 to 18 years.

Rock phosphate production commenced at Duchess and Lady Annic.
« Griffith University in Brisbane was opened. ¢ Brisbane’s four television
stations began colour transmission,

Mary Kathlcen uranium mine reopened. * Elizabeth Jean Woods became
Queensland’s first woman Rhodes Scholar. ¢ Cyclone Ted devastated
Mornington Island.

HRH Queen Elizabeth 11 visited Brisbane during Her Silver Jubilee year.
* Severe flooding was recorded in north Queensland and the Gulf Country.




History and Chronology

10

1978

1979

1980

1981

1982

1983

1984

1985

1986

* A new Coat of Arms was adopted for the State. * An intcrnational airport
was opened at Cairns.

The planetarium, located in Brisbane’s new Botanic Gardens at Mount
Coot-tha, opened. * The cross-river rail link, the Merivale Bridge, between
South Brisbane and Roma Street Stations was opened. * Aurukun and
Mornington Island, previously Church Aboriginal Communitics, were
cstablished as local authoritics under the f.ocal Government (Aboriginal
Lands) Act 1978, on 22 May. * The Scott Report (Review of School-Based
Assessmenl) was published.

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park agreement with the Commonwealth
Government was signed. * Electric trains commenced to run in Brisbane,
* The Houghton Bridge, the longest road bridge in Australia, was opened.
replacing the Hornibrook Highway Bridge between Brghton and
Redctiffe Peninsula.

1980 TO 1989

Much of Queensland had one of the hottest, driest summers on
record. * Construction work began on Brisbanc’s International Airport
redevelopment project.

The World Heritage Committee accepled the Great Barrier Reef for World
Heritage listing. * Townsville’s international airport was opened. ¢ Mouni
Isa Mines Limited and the Queensland government agreed to proceed with
the $350m Newlands Coal Project.

The Brisbane City Mall, in Queen Street was opened by the Lord Mayor.
* Brisbane was the host city to the XIT Commonwealth Games. * Mary
Kathleen uranium mine, which had reopened in 1975, was closed again.
* Production commenced at Queensland’s first aluminium smelter at Boyne
[sland.

Caboolture marathen runner, Ron Grant, completed an around Australia
run. * Widespread rainfall in April and May ¢nded the drought which in
many areas was the worst on record for the past 100 years. * In an October
State election, the National Party gained enough scats to govern alone,

Dalrymple Bay coal loading facility was opened. * The population of
Queensland reached 2.5 million. * Roma meatworks reopened after being
clased for 4 years duc to drought.

Wivenhoe Dam, 70 kilometres from Brisbane on the upper reaches of the
Brisbane River, was opened. ¢ Mrs Sallyanne Atkinson became Brisbane’s
first woman Lord Mayor. ® HRH, the Duke of Kent. opened the Performing
Arts Complex of the Queensland Cultural Centre.  * Quecnsland’s first
casino, Jupiters, opened at Broadbeach on the Gold Coast.

Mrs Yvonne Chapman became the first woman appointed to Cabinet in
Queensland. * The Gateway Bridge on the lower reaches of the Brisbane
River was opened to traffic. * Tropical cyclone Winifred cavsed extensive
property and crop damage from Cairns to Ingham and the adjacent inland.
* The Quecnsland Museum, the third stage of the Queensland Cultural
Centre, was opened. * Brisbane Transit Centre, a centrally located rail and
coach terminal, was opened. * Twelve miners were killed mm an explosion at
the Moura Underground Mine.
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1987

1988

1989

1990

1991

As a result of allegations that prostitution, gambling and pornography were
controlled by groups receiving protection from the police, an inquiry
headed by Mr Tony Fitzgerald, QC began hearings on 27 July. * Lady
Cilento, Australia’s *Medical Mother’, died in Brisbane aged 93 years.
+ Miss Susan Kiefel was the first woman in Queensland to be appointed a
Queen’s Counsel,

Cyclone Charlie caused extensive damage to property and crops and one
life was lost. * A new domestic air terminal opened in Brisbane. * In
Brishare the world’s largest underground diesel bus station was opened.
* The Australian Stockman’s Hall of Fame and Outback Heritage Centre at
Longreach was opened. * World Expo 88 was held in Brsbane with
attendances of 16 million. * Quecnsland was awarded the first rural
traineeships in Australia. * Queensland’s first world-class film studio opened
in July at Coomera. * The first twa clectronic learning centres in Queensland
secondary schools opened.

Queensland Institute of Technology became the Queensland University of
Technology. * The ncw Centenary prison near Wacol, with medium and
maximum-security blocks, opened. ¢ The Honourable William George Hayden
sworn in as Australia’s 21st Governor-General. ¢ He is the first
Queensland-born person to hold the post. * Cyclone Advu devastated the
Ayr-Home Hill region and flooding occurred in many parts of the State.
* Poet and civil rights campaigner, Oodgeroo Noonuccal (Kath Walker)
hecame the first woman and the first Aboriginal person to receive a doctorate
from Griffith University. * Gvmpie suffered flooding twice in 3 weeks and
was declared a disaster arca. * Central and south-west Queensland
experienced severe flooding. * Australia’s longest clectric passenger train
service (from Brisbane to Rockhampton) began. ¢ The Fitzgerald Inquiry
Report was released.  * A trial period of daylight saving began in
Queensland for the first time in 17 ycars. * In the State election of 2
Dccember the Australian Labor Party was voted into Government atter an
absence of 32 vears.

THE NINETEEN-NINETIES

The Electoral and Administrative Review Commission (EARC) was
constituted to provide independent reviews of Queensland public
administration and electoral laws and processes. ® Mr Leslie Malezer
became the first Aboriginal head of a Government department in
Queensland. * Charleville and surrounding areas were devastated by what
was (o be called ‘the great flood of 1990°. +« Water levels topped all
previous records. ¢ A medical team performed the first heart transplant
operation in Queensland at Prince Charles Hospital. * The Vivani Report
on Tertiary Entrance was released and the T.E. scorc abolished. ® A 3-year
trial period of daylight saving started or 28 October. <+ Australia’s
two-airline policy officially ended on 30 October.

Legislation providing for land rights for Aboriginal people was passed by
the Queenslund Parliament in June. * State electoral redistribuiion
proposal was announced by EARC in August and new boundaries were
gazetted in November. ¢ The longest period recorded without rain in
Brisbane City (57 days) was reached on 19 September. * Mrs Joan
Sheldon became leader of the Liberal Party in November, the first woman
leader of a political party in the Queensland Parliament. * Legislation to
prevent discrimination to protect the rights of women, Aboriginal people
and the mentally ill became law in November. * Middleton, situated on the
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1992

1993

northern fringe of the Channel Country, became onc of the last
communities in Australia to be connected to the Telecom system. ¢ As a
result of recommendations of the Fitzgerald Report on Fraser Island,
logging ceased on the island in November. ¢ Mrs Margaret McMurdo was
sworn in as the first woman judge in Queensland. ¢ The Court of Appeal.
headed by Mr Justice ‘lony Fitzgerald, was established in December to
replace the Full Court and Court of Criminal Appeal.

Aboriginal land including the sacred site of Mount Mulligan was leased to
the Government for declaration as a National Park,  » The first legal
poker machines in Queensland clubs began operations. * Queensland’s
first Settlement Week resolved S8 of the 68 cascs that went to mediation,
saving an estimated 120 days of court time and $50,000 in legal costs.
* A referendum on daylight saving was held, resulting in a ‘No’ vote.
* Brother Paul Smith, retiring director of Boystown, was named Father of
the Year. * The High Court recognised that the Murray Islands were a
possession of the Merian people, rejecting the concept of Terra Nullius —
that the land was unoccupied at the time of colonisation — and granted
them ‘native title’. * The Peaceful Assembly Bill was passed, restoring the
right to march and hold public assemblies. ¢ The Summer Time
Repeal Bill was passed, bringing an end to daylight saving in Queensland.
* Inspector Jill Bolen was promoted to be the first woman Superintendent
of Police in Queensland. * Mrs Lencen Forde was appointed to be the first
woman Governor of Queensland. * A State clection, the first held on the
electoral boundaries gazetted in November 1991, returned the ALP
Government.

Dr Harold Power, author of Bush Doctor in 1970, based on experiences
of a 10-year posting at Wallumbila starting in the 1920s, died in
Toowoomba aged 94 vears.  * In a landmark decision under laws passed
in 1989, the first permit was issued for Lockhardt River community to open
for exp]oratl(m sand mining. ¢ The Queensland Government announced
that the old Treasury Building would be the site for a casino. * A project
to cradicate bunchy top from Quccensland and New South Wales bananas
by provision of disease-free planting material to the nursery industry was
begun by the Division of Plant Protection on 1 July 1993. * Len Waters,
the only Aboriginal fighter pilot to serve with the Royal Australian Air
Force during World War II, died while on an early moming stroll in
Cunnamulia aged 69 years. During his war service he flew 95 operational
sorties and 105 hours of combat flying. ¢ Dr David Fleay, founder Fleay’s
Fauna Sanctuary at West Burleigh and the last person known to have been
bitten by a Tasmanian tiger (now extinct} died at the Gold Coast, aged 86
years. He was the [irst person to breed both wedgelail eagle and platypus
In captivitv. = Brisbane’s first 24-hour work-based child care centre for
health workers opened at Royval Women’s Hospital. * Oodgeroo
Noonuccal, poet and warker for Aboriginal rights, also known as Kath
Walker, died in Brisbane aged 72 vears. She was awarded an MBE in 1970
for services to the community but rcturned it fo the Governor in 1987,
* EARC tabled its last report on 17 September and ceased to exist after 30
Scptemnber. ¢ The number of international airlimes including Queensland in
their networks reached 26 with a Taiwanese airline opening a
Brisbane-Taipei link. * A new $19.2m, 130-bed hospital was opened in
Caboolture, * Bushfires in the Brisbane Valley destroyed four homes and
thousands of hectares of bush. * Claims for Native Title covering land
leased to bauxitc mining companics on Cape York were lodged in the
High Court by six trihes, * An outbreak of measles occurred during
November and December with numbers of cases 2(} times the average.
* A Norman Park mansion was sold for $7m, believed to be the highest
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price paid for a residential property in Quecnsland. ¢ Former Director of
Health and Medical Services, Abraham Fryberg, who cstablished the Flying
Surgeon Service at Longreach, died aged 92 ycars.

The tare golden tipped bat was recorded in Brisbane for the first time, al
Mount Coot-tha. The tiny bat is considered the most important rare
mammal find in the region for years. * Rebecca Brown, aged 16 years,
broke the world 200 metres breaststroke record at Chandler pool with a
time of 2 minutes 24.78 seconds. *® The Queensland govermment sold the
Gladstone powerhouse to Comalco for $1,700m, in one of the world’s
biggest transactions in 1994, * A Brishane 10-ycar-old. Nicola
Mylonas, became the youngest golfer in the world to hit a hole in one,
sinking a 122-melre drive at the first hole of Nudgee Golf Club’s south
course. * Late night shopping until 9.00 p.m. began on 16 May, as well
as 8.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. on Saturdays. * More than 100,000 litres of fuel
destroyed a railway bridge on Quecnsland’s main northemn line after fuel
tankers came off the tracks north of Gympic. * Brishane recorded its
coldest August morning with a low of 0.6°C, 9°C below normal. * The
Queensland Treasurer, Hon, Kcith De Lacey announced that Queenstand
was debt-free, with assets exceeding liabilities. This is the first time this
has happened since separation {rom New South Wales. ¢ Fire bans were
declared in Brisbane and 53 shires under a state of emergency following
the loss of homes in raging bushfires from Cairns to the New South Wales
border. * The Native Titte Tribunal made its first cffeciive determination
— that Native Title did not exist over lund gazetted as a road. * A bushfire
burnt and utterly destroyed the old wooden Becrburrum Creek bridge, a
classic example of bridge carpentry, north of Elimbah. At the height of the
fire, the bitumen surfacing of (he bridge ignited and became a lake of fire,
with flames lcuping high into the air.
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Queensland is the second largest of the six Australian States and has
the largest habitable area. It vccupies the north-eastern quarter of
the continent and covers approximately 1,733,000 square kilometres,
with 7,400 Kkilometres of mainland coastline (9,800 kilometres
including islands). Equivalent in size to the whole of the British Isles
and Western Europe and nearly five times the area of Japan, it ranges
from the temperate and densely populated south-east to the tropical,
sparsely pepulated Cape York Peninsula in the north. Lying
generally between 10 degrees and 29 degrees south of the equator, it
is in latitudes similar to those of Mexico, Egypt, India, Thailand and
Hong Kong in the Northern Hemisphere,

2.1 AREAS OF STATES AND TERRITORIES, AUSTRALIA

Proportion

Stare or Territory Area of 1atal

4 s ke per cent
New South Wales BU2 104
Victoria 228 3.0
Quccnsland 1.727 325
South Australia Ug4 128
Western Awstralia 2.525 329
Tasmania 68 0.9
Northern Territory 1.346 17.5

Australian Caprtal Territory 2 _

Aunstralia 7,682 100.0

CLIMATE

Queensland, known as the ‘Sunshine State’, has an equable climate.
Weather conditions vary dramatically from the temperate south to
the tropical north and from the drier inland to the coastal plain.
Sunny days with cold and frosty nights are characteristic of the inland
winter while along the coast the days are usually mild with only
occasional frosts. Summer has high temperatures and low humidity
to the west of the Great Dividing Range but along the coast the
humidity is high and temperatures may be lowered by cool sea
breezes.

There is a wide variation in rainfall patterns. [n the dry south-western
corner as little as 150 millimetres a year may fall, while somc areas along
the tropical coast can experience up to 4,000 millimetres in a year.

On the whole, the Queensland climate may be summarised as being
healthy and pleasant. Cold, wet winds (bleak weather) are practically
unknown in the State.

Queensland has a typical subtropical 1o tropical climate. High daytime
ternperatures are a normal climatic feature of the period from October to
March, resulting in quite a short spring and a long summer. Temperatures
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Variability of
Rainfall

increase fairly rapidly during September and October with the fcmperature
often exceeding 40 degrees Celsius in inland areas even before the official
commencement of summer on 1 December.

The sea breeze, which is an almost daily phenomenon in coastal parts,
tempers conditions considerably but the humid conditions in summer on
the tropical coast (north of Rockhampton) can be enervating.

Day temperatures in the winter ar¢ quite mild, and the decreased
cloudiness makes for pleasant weather from May to September with sunny
days and temperatures in the low-twenties to mid-twenties.

2.2 TEMPERATURES FOR SIX TYPICAL STATIONS, QUEENSLAND
{degrees Cefsius)

1992 1993

Mean Mean Mean Mean
Station maximym minimiht maximum minimum
Brisbane (a) 251 153 254 158
Rockhampton 28.6 16.8 28.6 17.3
Cairns 294 211 28.7 209
Charleville 28.0 14.0 285 15.3
Longrcach 317 15.8 320 17.4

Mount Isa 320 17.8 319 180

{a} At Brisbane airport,
Source: Bureau of Mcteorology.

Average anoual rainfall in Queensland varies from about 150 millimetres
in the desert of the extreme south-western corner of the State to about
4,000 millimetres in parts of the sugar lands of the wet north-castern coast,
the latter being the wettest part of Australia.

Every part of Queensland receives more rain in the summer 6 months
(November to April) than in the winter 6 months (May to October). The
concentration of rain in the summer months is greatest in the north and
west of the State, reaching a maximum in the Gulf of Carpentaria region.
This area receives only 25 to 40 millimetres of rain in winter, or about
one-twentieth of the annual total. South of the Tropic of Capricom
(Rockhampton-Longreach) winter rainfall becomes an important part of
the annual total, being about 30 per cent, while it rises to about 40 per
cent along the southern border of the State. The east coast of Queensland,
both tropical and subtropical portions, receives a substantial portion of its
rain in winter, but on the tropical coast this is mainly due to the
prolongation of the autumn rains into April and May, while July, August
and September are relatively dry months.

The seasonal distribution is reflected in the temporal pattern of floading.
Winter floods may occasionally affect subtropical disiricts but most of the
State’s flooding is experienced from January to April, when catchments
are regularly saturated and rates of run-off are high.

One of the most outstanding features about Queensland’s rainfall is its
great variability. North Queensland has highly reliable sammer rains,
particularly in the east coast and Peninsula areas. Winter rains are very
unreliable in north Queensland, except for the regular late autumn falls of
the Cooktown-Ingham, Proserpine-Mackay and Cape York areas.

17
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2.3 RAINFALL, QUEENSLAND

{millimetres)
Long-term
Locality 199! 1992 1993 average (a)
Coastal
Brisbane airport 792 1,274 726 1,201
Bundaberg, 67v 1,465 743 1,066
Gladstone 841 1,135 689 926
Rockhampton 798 49() 590 846
Mackay 2,257 1,044 1,347 1,637
Townsville 1,530 598 496 1,152
Cardwell 2,725 1,801 1,433 2,129
Cairns 2,047 1,547 1,574 2,006
Thursday Tsland 1,725 1,681 1,514 1,743
Normanton 1,486 566 858 915
Subcoastal
Warwick 567 753 459 706
Toowoomba 675 724 476 967
Kingaroy 715 830 647 782
Gayndah 614 877 669 T4
Emerald 514 48% 425 641
Charters Towees 795 433 263 662
Atherton 1,555 n.a. 858 1,389
Coen 1,253 1,448 1,135 1171
Western
Cunnamulla 428 412 326 372
Charleville 267 290 383 485
Blackall 388 410 457 525
Longreach 446 292 335 459
Boulia 409 361 238 263
Winton 4495 338 356 404
Hughenden 395 408 23 490)
Mount Isa 544 421 431 422
Georgetown 1,246 588 656 827

() Averages of all years of record held to 1992,
Source: Burcau of Meteornlogy.

In south Quecnsland good summer rainfall is slightly less reliable than in
north Queensland, except for the south coastal fringe, which has an
assured summer rainfall. Good winter rainfall is far more reliable in south
Queensland, however, particularly near the coast.

Drought Indicaror The natural availability of water depends on rainfall, although other
effects such as evaporation, wasteful use of water, moisture storage in the
soil and storage of water in artesian basins or reservoirs must be taken into
account,  Nevertheless, rainfall is the best single index of water
availability and monthly rainfall totals are sufficient for most studies of
droughts. Thus, if the minimum water nced for a given period of time is
met by rainfall of *X°, drought may be said to occur whenever the rainfall
during that time interval is less than X’ and the severity of drought linked
to the amount by which rainfall falls short of the requirement.

Rainfall has several advantages over other criteria, such as the effects on
plants and animals, as a basis for study. Rainfall data are numerical and
methods for their observation, collcction and processing have been
subslantially unchanged over the past 100 years. The data are thereforc
amenable to statistical analysis and provide uniformity, reliability and
completeness of statistics to a degree that is impossible to obtain if other
criteria are uscd as a basis for study.
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Sunshine

Air Quality

Rainfall records are availuble for more than 3,300 stations in Queensland,
of which about 2,000 arc currently in operation. The length of record
varies greatly; at some stations, records have been taken for more than 100
years and about onc-fifth of the stations have records exceeding 70 years.

Both Queenslanders and Western Australians share the distinction of
having sunny areas of their State with the highest annual daily average
sunshine for Australia. This amount is in excess of 1) hours a day, and
in Queensland it occurs in the south-west corner of the State in the area
Birdsville-Bounlia-Windorah.

The highest daily averages do not oceur in summer when the day length
is the greatest, but in October when the lack of cloudiness combines with
increasing day length to bring over 11 hours daily average in the
Birdsville-Boulia-Windorah area. During October, 5 per cent of the State
exceeds 10 hours with the remainder recording at least 8 hours.

July is the month with the least average sunshine. During this month the
maximum area is based on Camooweal where the daily average is at least
10 hours. The minimum area is the Inmisfail-Caims-Atherton Tableland
region where slightly less than 7 hours is the daily average.

The abundance of sunshinc in the winter months is demonstrated by a
comparisen of the average number of sunshine hours a day during June to
August, at the Australian capilal cities, as follows: Hobart, 4.4;
Melbourne, 4.6; Adclaide, 5.1; Perth, 5.6; Canberra, 5.7; Sydncy, 6.2;
Brisbane, 7.7 and Darwin, 10.0.

ENVIRONMENT

Contributed by the Queensiand Depurtment of Environment and Heritage

‘Environment’ describes all the physical, chemical, biological and
social conditions and influences on a living thing.

The community sees the environment as the air, water, land, plants
and animals and things made by humans which influence our lifestyle.

Legislative responsibility for wvarious key aspects of Queensland’s
environment is spread across scveral Commonwealth Government
Departments and agencics, several Queensland Government Departments
and all local governments. Landholders and other individuals are
involved directly and through industrial, commercial and community
organisations, Rescarch, recording, monitoring, legislation, planning,
management and cducation are ways to help conserve the environment.

In 1993, the Queensland Government detcrmined that the Queensland

Department of Environment and Heritage be the ‘lead agency’ in all
environmental management mattcrs in Queensland.

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

As a result of a Government initiative [or a clean air plan for the Greater
Brisbarne region, a major air qualily study began in late 1992, This study
will establish the state of knowledge on factors responsible for air
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pollutant movement around the region including source and receptor areas
for pollutants. Tt will establish a computer model to simulate complex
photochemical reactions which result in smog and ensure compilation of
an inventory of emissions. Work so far has provided an analysis of
meteorological factors controlling pollutant transport and dispersion
around the region.

Air quality monitoring was carried out in Brisbane, Gladstone, Targine
and Townsville during 1992-93. Results from all sites showed that air
quality complied with Australian and New Zealand Environment and
Conservation Council (ANZECC) guidelines. Occasional high rcadings
in Brisbane gave cause for concern, given expected growth over the next
decade.  Pollurants requiring close scrutiny are lead, photochemical
oxidant and, to & less extent, oxides of nitrogen and airborne particulates.

AMBIENT LEAD CONCENTRATIONS, JUNE 1987 TO JUNE 1983

[
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Levels of lead in the air recorded in Brisbane since December 1985 have
continued to decline and are now below existing national health standards.
This decline s a result of the introduction of unleaded petrol in 1986 and
the lowering of the lead content of super grade petrol from 0.8 1o 0.4
grams a litre for the Brisbane market in February 1991, The lead content
was reduced to 0.3 grams a litre for Queensland early in 1994. With
increased concern at lead levels in blood, the existing standard for
airthome lead may be lowered in the near future,

Smoke and dust from bushfires, motor vehicle exhausts and industry,
construction and agricultural activity make up the airborne particles
observed over Brisbane. The fine particle index, which relates to the
particles in the air we breathe, reached the medium or high classifications
on 10 days in 1992-93 compared with 44 days in 1991-92.

Nitrogen dioxide is another pollutant which occasionally reaches high
values in Brisbane. During 1992-93, levels did not reach the ANZECC
guideline value.

Photochemical pollution is the result of chemical reactions between the
primary pollutant gases of oxides of nitrogen and reactive hydrocarbons
in the presence of sunlight. The major constituent of this pollution is
ozone, which is also the most readily-measured component. Records
show that although the highest 1-hour ozone concentrations recorded in
the Brisbane air monitoring network have occasionally exceeded the
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ANZECC guideline (0.12ppm), there has been no consistent pattern of
exceeding this level. This picture may change with the enlarging of the
Brisbane air monitoring network.

During 1992-93 the photochemical pollution index recorded medium or
high values on six days compared with 16 days in 1991-92.

The Clean Waters Act 1977 is the major law providing for control of
water poliution and water quality management in Queensland though it is
being replaced by the Environmental Protection Act. Tt aims 1o preserve,
restore and enhance the quality of the State's waters. The Act seeks to
control pollution by two principal means — by licensing when the quality
and quantity of cffluent discharges are known and stated and by the ‘duty
of special care’ provision o ensure water pollution does not occur. At
present, about 60( discharges arc licensed. Most of these are secondary
treated sewage discharges.

Queensland has about 2 million parcels of land. By 1995, a register of
lands considered to be contaminated is expected to contain more than
15,000 parcels. These include areas used in the past for authorised
primary industry and industrial activities, landfill and areas containing
unexploded ordnance. The register is open for public inspection.

The Contaminated Land Acr 1991 administered by the Department of
Environment and Heritage provides for contaminated lands to be properly
managed and cleaned up.

Effective management of wastes is a fundamental requirement for
ecologically sustainable development, Informed communities demand
environmentalty sensitive measures to manage wastes.

Domestic activities, trade and commerce, transport, agriculture, mining
and industrial processes in Quecnsland produce great quantities of solid,
liquid and gaseous wastes.

Estimates include 3.91 kilograms a person a day solid wasie generated in
Brisbane, and 600,000 tonnes of sewage and 200,000 tonnes of liquid
industrial waste generated and 1,600,000 tonnes of industrial cooling
water discharged daily in south-east Quecnsland. Motor vehicles and
seven hundred licensed discharges arc major sources of gaseous wastes.

In May 1994, the Queensland Government issued its first draft strategy to
address the minimisation, treatment and disposal of waste in Queensland.

The strategy proposes a ‘beginning to end’ philosophy to deal with waste
— from minimisation to reuse, recycling and treatment, with disposal
being a last resort,

The draft strategy proposes that levies on waste producers would promote
and support waste management initiatives, realistic charges would be
imposed, wastes would be tracked to prevent illegal dumping, an adequate
number and range of waste treatment facilities would be provided and
criteria would be set for siting, designing and operating waste
management facilities including landfills.

Major sections of the strategy are expected to operate during 1995.
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NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

Conservation management in Quecensland is based on the principle of
maintaining the State’s biological diversity. Such ‘biodiversity’ is the
variety within and among living things (plants and animals) and the
environments in which they occur. Biodiversity is recognised at four
tevels — landscape. ecosystem, species and genetic variation. Planning
for protection of biodiversity commences at the regional landscape level.

Biologically, Queensland is the most diverse Australian Statc. On the
basis of vegetation tvpe and landform, Queensland can he divided into 17
‘biogeographic’ or natural regions on Jand. Queensland walers have not
heen classified for their diversity.

Effective conservation strategies consider the inherent natural diversity
within cach biogeographic region and major threatening processes. The
Quecnsland national park estate continucs (0 be expanded. The main
focus of the acquisition program is to sample hiodiversity
comprehensively across all regions. Far each biogeographic region. the
Queensland Department of Environment and Heritage considers
ecosystem diversity and the special needs of plant and animal species such
as rare and threatened species. Lands for national parks are then selected
to ensure cffective representation of the State’s biodiversity.

At 31 December 1993, Queensland had 337 national parks covering
5,811,000 hectares and 221 cnvironmenial parks covering 38,700
hectares. Five scientific reserves covered 11,900 hectares while 38 other
reserves covered 302,000 hectares.

Ecosystems are aggregations of animals, plants and other organisms and
the nen-living parts of the environment that interact and which require no
external sources of energy and matter other than sunlight and rain. Their
identification and reservation of adequate samples are considered as vital
to naturc conservation. Queensland currently has 783 recognised
ecosystems, based on classifications of vegetation and environmental
attributes recognisable at a mapping scale of about 1:250,000.

The representation of ecosystems in national parks and lands acquired for
national parks of more than 1,000 hectares was reviewcd in March 1994.

This review showced that 67 per cent of ecosystems are represented, a
considerablc increase from an estimated 44 per cent or less representation
on a less accurale basis in December 1985. The Central Mackay Coast
and South Eastern Queensland biogcographic regions have representations
of morc than 90 per cent of their ecosystems in national parks.

While the extent of national park and proposed national park land has
increased substantially to more than 3.6 per cent of Queensland,
representation of the natural regions of the Gulf Plains, Mitchell Grass
Downs and Einasleigh Uplands remains low.

Percentages conserved in more than onc reserve are important for
conservation management to avoid destruction of particular ecosystems by
natural causcs such as fire. The importance of replication was rencwed
on review of the etfects of bushfires in national parks and other rescrves
in New South Wales in January 1994,
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2.5 AREA AND ECOSYSTEM REPRESENTATION IN NATIONAL PARKS AND
RESERVES (a) BY BIOGEOGRAPHIC AREA (b), QUEENSLAND, MARCH 1994

Representation

of

Biogeographic region Regional urea Park area  ecosystems (c)
hectares hectares per cent

North West Highlands 6,967,510 358,600 73
Gulf Plains 21,304,680 507,100 43
Cape York Peninsula 11,531,360 1,653,600 65
Mitchell Grass Downs 23,788,550 14,170 41
Channcl Country Complex 23,705,800 1,564,900 18
Mulga Lands 21,764,650 497,100 73
Wel Tropics 1,901,850 390,500 78
Cenlral Mackay Coast 1,151,720 130.80{ us
Finasleigh Uplands 12,923,100 325,750 48
Desert Uplands 6,881,790 38,500 a7
Brigalow Belt 32,352,480 726.000 4
South Eastern Queensland 8.104,020 326,800 95
North New England Tablelands 342490 25,500 55
Total 172,720,000 6,561,320 67

() Including lands acquired for gazettal. Excluding parks und reserves under 1.000 hectares.  (b) At
June 1994, Queensland’s bivgeographic regions were reassessed on a national scale and 17 distinet regions
identified. The four addiional regions are the Dading-Riverine Plain, Gull Fall Uplands, North West
Slopes and Simpson-Strezlecki Dunetields. Details of the scosystem representation of these regions have
vet to be finalised. {c¢) Regional ceosysiems represent a classification of vegetation and other environ-
mental attribules recognisable at a mapping scale of approximately 1:250.000.

Regional nature conservation strategies integrate conservation efforts
across all lands and take into account land management practices and
other issues that threaten biodiversity. Strategies could involve closer
management of tree clearing, controlling grazing pressure including
domestic stock, feral animals and sustainably-barvested kangaroos,
protecting critical areas for wildlife and fire management plans to
maintain species and ecosystem.

Protecting biodiversity on other lands requires linking nature conservation
with the adoption of ecologically sustainable land and water management
practices.

The Nature Conservation Act 1992 provides opportunities to integratc
nature conservation with other land uses including the development of
voluntary conservation agreements with landholders.

The Nature Conservation Act 1992 has replaced plant and animal
conservation responsibilitics previously covered by the National Parks
and Wildlife Act 1975, the Fauna Conservation Act 1974, the Native
Plants Protection Act of 1930 and the Land Act 1962 (in part). The Act
has as its purpose the conservation of nature in the broadest sense over the
whole of Queensland, not just in national parks and not just for certain
species of animals and plants. For the first time it stresses the need to
protect habitats and recognises the essential role that private individuals
can make to the conscrvation of nature.

About 230 mammal species (including 20 introduced species and 30
marine mammals), 613 birds (including 10 introduced species), 115 frogs
(including the introduced cane toad) and 422 reptiles (all native} have
been recorded in Queensland. The number of species is rising slowly as
more definitive descriptions, particularly of reptiles, become accepted.
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One side of the Diamantina Gates, Diamantina National Park
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This means about 70 per cent of Australia’s mammal species, 80 per cent
of the birds, 60 per cent of the frogs and at feast half the nation’s reptile
species are found in Queensland.

The Queensland flora comprises about 8,500 named specics of vascular
plants. Of the named specics, 989 are introduced and have becomc
naturalised.  Scientists believe an additional 1,000 species await
description.

A 1994 review of the status of Queensland flora identified 1,324 species
as rare, endangered, extinct, vulnerable or poorly known. Of these, 710
are considered rare, 82 species are considered cndangered, and 240 are
classed as vulnerable. Until further studies are undertaken, rare or
endangered status cannot be given to 267 species poorly known. Of 40
species of flora known only from their type collection, about half are
presumed extinct since they have not been collected in the last 50 years.

About 52 per cent of the 1,324 species have been recorded from nature
conservation reserves in Queensland with another 1 per cent recorded
from other reserves in Australia. Most rare species occur in such reserves
whereas about 57 per cent of endangered and/or vulnerable species are not
recorded from reserves.

In recent years, provisions for protecting and managing lands set aside for
conserving the natural environment werc contained mainly in the National
Parks and Wildlife Act 1975, the Fauna Conservation Act 1974 and the
Land Act 1962. In 1992, the Nature Conservation Act 1992 was
proclaimed bringing together key elements of these earlier Acts.

The Act creates 11 classes of protected area based on international criteria
— four types of national park, conservation parks, resources reserves,
nature refuges, coordinated conservation areas, wilderncss areas, World
Heritage management areas and international agreement areas. This range
of protected areas means that Queensland will have highly protecied areas
such as national parks as weli as other areas of multiple land use.

Marine parks use an ecosystem-wide approach to management to protect
critical areas of estuarine and marine habitat such as mangrove forests,
coral reef communities and areas of mudflats and seagrasses impertant for
birds, turtles or dugong. Queensland’s marinc environment is conserved
mainly in marine parks declared under the Commonwealth Great Barrier
Reef Marine Park Act 1975 and the Queensland Marine Parks Act 1982.

Most of Fraser Island and Moreton Island have becn declared recreation
areas under the Recreation Areas Management Act 1988. This is to
manage recreation activities taking into account their education,
conservation, commercial and production values and interests of
landholders.

National Parks are usually large tracts of land established for their value
as wilderness, historic, scientific and recreational areas. Flora, fauna and
landscape features are considered before any land is declared a national
park.

Queensland governments have had a long history of association with

nature conservation. The first legislative action was on 10 August 1877
when royul assent was given to an Act to provide for the protection of
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native birds, From October to March each year most native birds were
pratected. The penalty provided for breaches of the 1877 Act was & $2 to
$10 fine, in default 3 months imprisonment. The 1877 Act also made
provision for the declaration of reserves which were the forerunners of
present-day sanctuarics.

The first protection given to native mammals was in 1906 when, from
November to April each year, native bears (koalas) and possums were
protected. All year protection was given to the tree kangaroo, wombat,
platypus, echidna and pygmy glider.

Recent studies indicate that 23 per cent of Queensland national park
visitors go for specific activitics such as bushwalking, camping and
fishing, 21 per cenl visit with curiosity as their prime rcason and 18 per
cent visit ‘for escape’. Fifteen per cent go primarily to see a natural
feature such as a waterfall and 6 per cent go to see flora and {auna.

Confributed by the Queensland Department of Lnvironment and Heritage

Diamantina, a new exlensive national park in south-western Queensland,
conserves the most biologically diverse area of the Channel Country.

Situated 320 kilometres west of Longreach and extending over 470,000
hectares, Diamantina National Park contains 37 per cent of the region’s
varieties of land systems and 47 per cent of its plant communities.

Diamantina
National Park

&P,
Liamantina

Nalional Park
Black Hill

Simpson Desert i
National Park Hamiilton

Bhuff

Birdsville

The new park extends from highly weathered sandstone ranges and
residual lands out across the alluvial channels of the Diamantina River and
on to the Mitchell Grass Plains region. It captlures the distinclive qualities
and features of the Channel Country region as well as landscapes typical
of the southern half of the Mitchell Grass Downs.

Eight species considered rare live in or visit the area, This is a high
number compared with other localitics in the region. They comprise the
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golden perch, a skink (Ctenotus schevilli), the freckled duck, the peregrine
falcon, the plains wanderer, the kowari, the bilby — 10 a limited extent —
and one of the rare species of the shrub Eremophila.

Tree specics at the limit of their ranges herc include lancewood, mountain
yupundah, Normanton box and myall gidgee.

'the new park straddles the Diamantina River and includes its junction
with the Mayne River. It contains extensive coolibah woodlands and
grasslands, supported by alluvial plains, braided channels and wetlands
systems with lignum or bluebush along the river system.

In the south-east, spinifex and canegrass communities flourish on the
extensive dunefields which intermix with the altuvial channelled plains of
the Diamantina River,

The stark, limestonc Goyder and Hamilton Ranges dominale the
central-west. Shrubland and grassland communitics found on these
landforms have a limited geographical distribution in the region.

A geomorphologic feature known as Diamantina Gates, considercd by the
Geological Society of Australia as a site of national significance, is a park
feature. A 50-metre deep gorge cut through the Goyder and Hamilton
Ranges by the Diamantina River acts as a4 ‘gate’ to the river which is
constricted to a relatively narrow width (for the Channel Country) in the
north but flows over wide open floodplains to the south. Banks of
watcrholes in this arca have always been popular camping spots with
focals and tourists travelling from Winton or detouring off the
Windorah-Bedourie road.

The former Diamantina lLakes pastoral holding was bought by the
Queensland Government in 1992 as a key part of its plan to conserve
representative areas of all of the State’s 17 patural regions. It 1s the Slate
Government’s biggest acquisition in terms of size and monetary value and
is an essential part of the reserves required to raise the representation of
Queensland’s 783 rccognised ecosystems in national parks.

Conservation, as fully as possible, of the State’s natural diversity in terms
of plant communities and landscape features is a mujor objective of the
Stale Government. It aims to increase the arca of national park in
Queensland to about four per cent of the area of Queensland.

A study of the Channel Country and adjacent parts of the Mitchell Grass
Downs natural regions began in 1990 as part of systematic regional
assessments to determine the most efficient priorities for land acquisition.

Areas of high conservation value bascd on maximising the diversity of
landscapes, plants and animals werc identified by computer analysis of
existing resource databases such as the Department of Primary Industries’
land system mapping.

These identified areas were surveyed to confirm their biological values
and to collect additional information on ammals and scenic, cultural and
other features before allocation of final priorities for acquisition.

‘This use of quantitative computer techniques for selecting big areas for

conservation represents a first in Australia. Such techniques are highly
efficient for the selection of sites to be set aside as parks.
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The Channel Country derives its name from the braided channels of the
Cooper, Diamantina and Georgina River systems and covers 23,705,800
hectares of outback Queensland, 13.7 per cent of the State.

Prior to the acquisition of Diamantina National Park, very little of the
Channel Country’s distinclive semi-arid plant and animal life was
included in the national park estate.

Future acquisitions will focus on addressing the major deficiencies in the
representation of biological diversity in the national park estate. The
swamp systems in the Channel Country and Mitchell grasslands are the
least conserved of all of Queensland’s natural regions. Their conservation
is high priority as grasslands throughout the world, such as the north
American prairics, have been poorly conserved and their inherent
biological diversity lost.

The Queensland Government’s goal is to ensure that the national park
system incorporates representative samples of all lands so that ail
ecosystems and habitats may be permanently preserved. Some of these
areas might be valuable for other land uses but should be sampled if
Queensland is to have a truly representative park system.

Park size is u vital consideration to ensure that major plant and animal
species have sufficient space to maintain an adequate gene pool and to
accommodate climate change and catastrophic events such as wildfire.

In contrast to rainforests where a large number of species can be protected
within a small area, maximising the protection of the himited number of
plant and animal species found in arid and semi-arid lands requires large
areas.

Many rare species particularly vulnerable to feral pests and other external
influences need large carefully managed arcas to safeguard their survival.
The bilby is one example.

Permanent Queensland National Parks and Wildlife Service staff are
actively managing Diamantina National Park in conjunction with staff of
Heytesbury Pastoral Company, which is permitted to graze stock until
1998.

While selling the property for national park Heytesbury Pastoral Company
retains substantial holdings in the region and has been developing new
techniques of management aimed at cnsuring commercial viability
combined with protecting the rangeland’s natural resources.

The needs of landholders to move stock through the area have been
recognised by the special exclusion from the national park of many
kilometres of previousily undefined stock route. This stock route will be
managed in sympathy with the national park in accord with the principles
for sustainable vse of stock routes throughout the State.

Along with Lawn Hill National Park in the north-west and heritage
attractions such as the Stockman’s Hall of Fame in Longreach, the
Blackall Woolscour and the Australian Workers Heritage Centre at
Barcaldine, the new park provides opportunities in the west for increased
awareness of our natural heritage as well as economic diversification
through growing ecotourism opportunities that the new western parks
provide.
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Eventually, nature-based tourism is expected to offset revenue lost from
sales of cattle when destocking occurs, particularly through initiatives
within shires in the local region and with declaration of the Matilda
Highway. Use of this highway will make side road attractions such as
Diamantina National Park more accessible.

Experience from Sturt and other national parks in the arid arca of New
South Wales shows that visitor numbers increased significantly with the
park’s declaration.

Diamantina National Park with its outstanding natural scenery and
opportunities for education and passive recreation and its historical
interest is expected to experience a similar increase.

Main access to the park is via Winton (about 3 to 4 hours’ drive) in the
north and via the Diamantina Development Road (about 4 to 5 hours’
drive) which connects Winderah to Bedourie in the south.

About half of Queensland’s 7,400 kilometres of mainland coastline is
backed by rock, mud, alluvium or tertiary (lateritic) sediments. The other
half of the coastline is backed by sand dunes or beach ridges. Beaches
and estuaries are evolving natural systems constantly changing and
adapting to the prevailing environmental conditions. With proper
planning and management, they remain a natural buffer against extreme
weather conditions, providing coastal protection and then resuming their
former condition.

The Queensiand Government is introducing new coastal protection
legislation. This is replacing the Beach Protection Act, Canals Act, and
sections of the Harbours Act dealing with works below high water mark.

The pew legislation seeks to protect, manage and restore the coastil
system — its ecosystems, landforms, natural processes and intrinsic and
heritage values. It encourages environmentally susiainable use of the
coast and combines with other Acts to provide a framework for
maintaining the coastal environment and the ecosystems it supports.
Coastal management plans will be prepared to provide an appropriate
balance between protection of coastal features and the use of coastal
resources for the long-term benefit of all Queenslanders.

The Beach Protection Authority maintains a Sand Dune Research Station
on South Stradbroke Island to develop and improve practical and
cost-effective methods of sand dune stabilisation and combating long-term
sand losses from the beach by wind erosion. Information obtained from
field trials at the research station and from dune management
demonstration projects on beaches along the Queensland coast is
incorporated in advice provided mainly to coastal lecal government
bodies that are largely responsible for beach protection and dune
management within their areas,

The rate of development along the Queensland coast evident in recent
decades has slowed in the 1990s as a result of community concerns for
the coastal environment and its value for tourism.

The Moreton Bay Strategic Plan commits all Queepsland Government

agencies and contiguous local authorities to protect the most diverse
terrestrial and marine resource along the Queensland coast. The plan has
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g goal of ecologically sustainable use and protection of its natural,
recreational, cultural heritage and amenity values. It sets a high standard
of coordination and community consultation likely to be adopted for other
key coastal areas in Queensland and interstate.

A management plan for the Great Sandy Region from Noosa North Shore
to the northern tip of Fraser I[stand was approved by the Queensland
Government in April 1994,

Most of its reccommendations are being put into effect under existing
legislation. Gladstone is the site for several major industrial proposals. A
report detailing the natural resources of the Curtis Coast including
Gladstone Harbour will be considered when developments are planned.
Channels to Townsville port were deepened without apparent cffect to
adjacent marine parks and coral reefs. Extensive management plans cover
other coastal areas including the Whitsundays and Trinity Inlet (Cairns).

Qucensland has about 1,000 offshore islands varying in size from isolated
rocks to Fraser Island (184,000 hectares). They range in type from
continental (soil, rock and mud) to coral rubble and sands. Tenures range
trom freehold and leasehold to Crown ownership.

The landscape and wildlife of many offshore islands from South
Stradbroke to Cape York are conserved by law.

National Parks form a large proportion of Moreton, Bribie and Fraser
Islands, the Capricorn/Bunker and Cumberland/Whitsunday groups and
Magnetic, Hinchinbrock, Green and Lizard Islands,

Access to some islands is restricted to conscrve their special nature.
Research continues into the seabird roosting and green turtle nesting site
of historic Raine Island. Masthead, Hoskyn, Fairfax, Wreck, Wilson,
Eshelby and One Tree Islands and Michaclmas Cay are key conservation
sites, Possession, Restoration and Raine Islands off north Queensland and
St Heleny, Peel and Bribie Islands in Moreton Bay have special heritage
valucs.

Wetlands may be defined broadly as vegetated arcas permanently or
seasonally flooded, The term therefore deseribes inland and coastal tidal
flats, swamps and marshes.

Wetlands are complex and highly productive ecosystems important to
local and migratory birds and to many fish and crustaceans which spend
at least part of their life cycles in wetlands environments. Wetlands also
perform important roles in water conservation, flood control, absorption
of sediments and nutrients and bank and shore stabilisation.

Scientists have identificd 142 major wetlands aggregations in Queensland
about 90 per cent of the State’s natural wetlands surface. Key areas
arc in the Gulf Country, on Cape York Peninsula, around Townsville,
Fraser Island and Great Sandy Sirait, Moreton Bay and in the lower
rcaches of Channel Country watercourses. Wetlands vary in type and
occurrence within the natural regions in accord with climate, land forms,
soils and proximity to the coast.

Protection of coastal wetlands is provided by the Fisheries Act 1976 in the
form of fish habitat rescrves, wetlands reserves and fish sanctuaries.
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The Queensland Heritage Act 1992 provides for the conservation of
Queensland’s European-historic cultural heritage. The Act established a
Heritage Register to regulatc development over places entered in the
Register with penalties for work undertaken without approval.

At 31 March 1994, (he Register contained 885 permancnt entries.
Another 6( entries were provisional pending adjudication. A further 160
places awaited consideration of entry. Seven applications for entry had
been rejected.

The Act provides for the issuc of certificates of immunity against entry in
the Register for 5 years. At 31 March 1994, five certificates were current.

The Cultural Record (Landscapes Queensland and Queensland Estate)
Acr 1987 provides for the protection of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
[slander heritage places. Information about such places is recorded on a
computerised inventory. Such places are protected automatically and
penalties apply for interference or disturbance without approval. A total
of 6,865 places were recorded in the inventory at 31 March 1994,
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Queensland is part of a federation of six States and two Territories
which form the Commonwealth of Australia, The State Government,
like that of Australia, is modelled on the British Westminster system.
The State Parliament takes responsibility for domestic affairs and
shares mutual responsibilities with the Commonwealth Government.
The Local Government Act allows cities, towns and shires to provide
a system of government in their local areas. Thus government is
exercised in the three jurisdictions of federal, State and local.

The principal events in Queensland in the period under review were the
local government clections, the by-election for the State government seat
of Mirani, the reappointment of the Governor-General and the
appointrment of additional Queensland members to the Federal ministry.

COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT

Since the Australian Constitution was agreed to by the separate
colonies in 1901 the legislative power of the Commonwealth of
Australia has been vested in the Parliament of the Commonwealth,
which consists of the Sovereign (represemted by the Governor-
General), the Senate and the House of Representatives.

The Governor-General, His Excellency the Honourable William George
Hayden, AC was sworn in on 16 February 1989, Before the expiry of his
initial 5-year appointment he agreed to serve an additional 2 years.

A report on the proposed redistribution of Federal electoral divisions was
completed in 1991 by the Redistribution Committee for Queensiand under
Section 68 of the Commonwealih Electoral Act 1918 The new
boundaries were gazetted on 28 January 1992, In 1993, the first Federal
election using the new electoral boundarics was held, with a half-Senate
election. This resulted in the return of the Labor Government.

The Commenwealth Parliament is made up of the 147-member House of
Representatives and the Senate which has 76 Senators.

Queensland has 25 of the 147 single-member ¢lectorates. At the March
1993 election, 13 were won by the Australian Labor Party, the Liberal
Party won seven and the National Purty won five. This representation was
unchanged at 27 June 1994,

In the new seat of Dickson one of the candidates died during the election
campaign pertod, resulting in an exhausted election, the first for 97 years.
The candidate elected in the subsequent supplementary election on 17
April 1993 was Michael Lavarch who was appointed Atiorney-General.

The 1993 election resulted in a decrease of two House of Representatives
seats in Queensland for the Australian Labor Party — Fisher lost to the
Liberal Party and Hinkler and Kennedy to the National Party, while the
Australian Labor Party won the new seat of Dickson.
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3.1 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ELECTION, 1993:
QUEENSLAND RESULTS

Toral valid Per cent Per cent

FParty primary vore of vore swing
ALP 706,711 40042 -1.17
Tiberal 346,704 31.27 2.70
National 258,010 14.76 =200
Democrats 72,303 4.14 -7.45
QG (a) 34,379 3.11 3n
CAP (b) 49,242 2.82 2.82
Other 60,986 349 1.95

(1} Queensland Greens. (b) Confederate Action Parey.
Sowrce: Australian Blectoral Commission.

3.2 QUEENSLAND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
AT 27 JUNE 1994

Flectorate Member farty
Bowman Sciaces, Hon, C. ALP
Brisbane Bevis, Hon. AR ALP
Capricornia Henzell, M.M. ALP
Dawson Braithwaite. R.A. National
DHekson Lavarch, Hon. M.H. ALFP
Fadden Jull, D.E. Liberal
Fairfax Somlyay, AM. Liberal
lijsher Slipper, P.N. Liberal
Ferde Crawflord, Hon. M.C. ALP
Griffith Humphreys, Hon. B.C. ALP
(room Taylor, W.L. Liberal
Herbert Lindsay, Hon. E.L ALP
Hinkler Neville, P.C. National
Kennedy Katter, Hon. R.C. National
Leichhardt Dodd, P.G. ALP
Lilley Swan, W.M. ALP
McPherson Bradford, W, Liberal
Maranoa Scott, B.C. National
Moncrictf Sullivan. K.J. Liberal
Moreton Gibson, G.D. ALP
Oxley Scott, L.J. ALP
Petrie Iohns, Hon. G.1. ALP
Rankin Beddall, Hon. D.P. AlLP
Ryan Muoore, Hon. J.C. Liberal

Wide Bay Truss. W.E. Nalional

Sonrce; Austrilian Tlectoral Commission.

A Cabinet reshuffle resulted in an increascd Queensland representation in
the Commonwealth ministry.

At 27 June 1964, four Queensland members were included in the
Commonwealth ministry:

Hon. D.P. Beddall, MHR — Minister for Resources,

Hon. M.H. Lavarch, MHR — Attorney-General,

Hon. G.T. Johns, MHR — Assistant Minister for Industrial Relations and
Minister Assisting the Prime Minister for Public Service Matters and

Hon. C. Sciacca, MHR — Minister for Veterans® Affairs.

35




Government and Administration

At the same time, an additional three Queensland members were
Parliamentary Sccretaries:

Hon. E.J. Lindsay — Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Industry.
Science and Technology,

Hon. A.R. Bevis — Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Defence
and

Hon, M.C. Crawford — Parliamentary Secretarv to the Minister for
Housing and Regional Development.
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Historical Summary

Government and Administration

All States are rcpresented by 12 Senators, chosen in accordance with the
principles of proportional representation by all the electors of the State
acting as a single electorate. Since 1975 the Australian Capilal Territory
and the Northern Territory have each been represcnted by two Senators.

Each Senator represents a whole State or Territory.

3.3 SENATE ELECTION, 1993: QUEENSLAND RESULTS

Total valid Per cent Per cent
Party primary vite of vote swing
ALP 721,145 3941 0.40
Liberal 578,003 31.59 2.29
National 264,350 14.45 (L85
Democrats 128,876 7.04 -5.4>
QG (a) 8,707 321 321
CAP (b 51,897 2.84 2.84
CTA {c) 11,360 0.62 —{1.48
LAW (d) 3,520 019 0.19

Other 11.800 N.64 -2.01

{a) Queensland Greens.  (#) Confederate Action Parly.  (¢) Call 10 Australiy Group. (1) MNatural Law
Party.

Source:  Australian Electoral Commission.

3.4 QUEENSLAND SENATORS AT 16 MAY 1994

Party Year of

Senator affiliation retivement
Boswell, RL.D. National 1996
Burns, B.R. AlP 1996
Calston, M.A, ALP 1990
Herron, J. Lihcral 1996
Jones, G.N. ALP 1996
Kemaol, C. Democrats 1996
Mucdonald, 1.D. Liberal 1995
MacGibbon, D.J. Liberal 1999
'Chee. WAL National 1999
Parer, W.R. Liberal 1949
Reynolds, Hon. M. ALP 1999

Woodley, J. Democrats 1999

Source: Australian Electoral Commissian.

QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT

An Executive Council, comprising an 18-member ministry from the
party in power in the Legislative Assembly, advises the Governor who
represents the Crown as the titular head of government in the State.
The 89-member Legislative Assembly is elected for a 3-year term
from single-member constituencies. Besides administering the range
of public services, the State Government retains the right from the
Commonwealth Government to collect some forms of taxation.

Morelon Bay, the ‘Northern District of New South Wales’, was first used
in 1824 as a penal settlement and by 1843 had become a distinct electoral
division. 1t was given a separatc member of parliament in 1851, two in
1853, four in 1855 and nine in 1858. As electors of New South Wales,
residents in what is now Queensland had enjoyed responsible government
since The New South Wales Constitution Act, 1855. When scparation
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was effected by Letters Patent of 6 June 1859, an Order-in-Council of the
same date gave Queensland a Constitution similar to that of New South
Wales. Sir George Bowen was appointed Govermnor. On 10 December
1859 the Governor landed at Brisbane and proclaimed the separation of
Quecnsland from New South Wales.

The Order-in-Council provided for a nominated Legislative Council of not
less than five members appointed by the Governor of New South Wales
for S years and such additional members as the Queensland Governor
thought fit, to be appointed by him for life. In May 1860, 15 members
were appointed, 11 for 5 years and 4 for lifc. There was also an clected
Legislative Assembly consisting of 26 members remrned by 16
clectorates. The franchise included ail adult males subject to a small
property or tenancy qualification which excluded, according to the
Registrar-General of the day, ‘only new arrivals not six months in the
Colony, alicns, and a few hundreds of the most worthless, wandering and
improvident members of the community".

Elections were held in April and May 1860. Executive government was
in thc hands of the Executive Council and the first members were
appointed by the Governor on 10 December 1859,

The 1859 QOrder-in-Council was validated by The Australian Colonies Act,
1861, and with the passing of The Constitution Act of 1867, responsible
government in Queensland was consolidated.

With political parties not yet developed, there were loose, shifting factions
and personal alliances that formed two basic groupings, ‘conservative’
and ‘liberal'. The former represented country interests pastoralists,
miners and developers, while the latter tended to be more town-centred
and concerned about democratic and industrial issucs. Politics through
the first 60 years were a tussle between these two groups.

By the mid-1880s mass organisation of workers had developed. Although
direct strike action failed to achieve significant wage gains, it did
reinforce those who were urging political action to achieve industrial,
political and social goals. In the first general election it contested, in
1893, the Labour Party won 16 seats. In December 1899 the first Labour
Government took office in Queensland. It lasted 7 days. William
Kidston, leader of the Labour Party, became Premier of a coalition
government in 1906, before a split develaped and the remaining Labour
members went into opposition. Under a new leader, T.J. Ryan, the
Labour Party won government in 1915 ushering in a long period of
Labour rule — to 1957 apart from the depression years, 1929 to 1932.

In 1957, the Party split and lost government. The new Premier was the
leader of the Country Party, G.F.R. Nicklin. With the Liberal Party as the
junior partner, a Country-Liberal coalition governed until 1983 when the
Country Party, by then named the National Party, secured a majority and
was able to govern alone.

The National Party continued to govern, winning the 1986 election.
Confidence in the party was seriously affected by the Commission of
Inguiry into Possible lllegal Activities and Associated Police Misconduct
under Commissioner Tony Fitzgerald, QC. M.J. Ahern replaced Sir Joh
Bjclke-Petersen on 1 December 1987, and on 22 September 1989, T.R.
Cooper took over to lead the party to the poll on 2 Deccmber 1989.
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The Governor

Government and Administration

The Australian Labor Party, led by W.K. Goss wus then elected to govern
Queensland. New clectoral boundaries were drawn in 1991 and on 19
September 1992 an clection using these boundaries returned the ALP
Government with an unchanged majority.

3.5 QUEENSLAND PREMIERS

Premier Appointed
R.G.W. Herbert 103.12.1859
A. Macalistcr 1.2.66
R.G.W_ Herbert 20.7.66
A. Macalister 7.8.66
R.R. Mackenzic 15.8.67
C. Lilley 25.11.68
ALH. Palmer 3.5.70
A, Macalister 8.1.74
G. Thorn 5.6.76
1. Douglas 8.3.77
T. Mecllwraith 21179
S.W. Grilfith 13.11.83
Sir Thomas Mclhwraith 13.6.88
B.D. Morehead 30.11.88
Sir Samue! Griftith 12.8.50
Sir Thomas Mcllwraith 27393
H.M. Nelson 27.100.93
T.J. Bynes 13,498
JLR. Dickson 1.10.98
A Dawson 1.12.99
R. Philp 7.12.99
A Morgan 17.9.1903
W, Kidston 19.1.06
R. Philp 19.11.07
W. Kidston 18.2.08
D.F. Denham 7.2.11
T.J. Ryan 1.6.15
E.G. Theodore 221019
W.N. (hllics 26.2.25
W. McCormack 22.100.25
AE. Moorc 21.5.29
W. Forgan Smith 17.6.32
F.A. Cooper 16.9.42
E.M. Hanlon 7.346
V.C. Gair 17.1.52
G.F.R. Nicklin 12.8.57
I.C.A. Pizzey 17.1.68
G.W.W. Chalk 1.8.68
Sir Johanncs Bjelke-Petersen 8.8.68
M.J. Ahern 1.12.87
T.R. Cooper 22989
W.K. Goss 71289

Her Excellency 'The Honourable Leneen Forde was appointed Governor
of Queensland on 29 July 1992. She is the twenty-second holder of the
office since Queensland was separated from New South Wales.

According to convention, State Governars are usually appointed for u term
of 5 years. On appointment Mrs Forde agreed to a 5-year term.

As is shown in history though, often terms of Governor-Generals and

Governors are cxtended for varying periods of time depending on the
wishes of the individual,
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3.6 GOVERNORS OF QUEENSLAND

Governor Appuinted
Sir George Ferguson Bowen, GCMG December 1859
Coloncl Samuel Wensley Blackall August 1868
Marquis of Normanby August 1871
William Wellington Caims, CMG January 1875
Sir Arthur Edward Kennedy, GCMG, CB Tuly 1877
Sir Anthony Musgrave, GCMG November 1883
Sir Henry Wylic Nerman, GCRB, GCMG, CIE May 1889
Lord Lamington, GCMG April 1896
Sir Ierbert Charles Chermside, GCMG, CB March 1902
Lord Chelmsford, KCMG November 1905
Sir William MacGregor, GCMG, CB December 1909
Sir Hamilton John Goold-Adams, GCMG, TB March 1915
Sir Matthew Nathan, PC{Ire.), GCMG December 1920
Sir John Goodwin, KCB, CMG, DSO June 1927
Sir Leslic Wilson, GCSI, GCMG, GCIE, DSO June 1932
Sir John Lavarack, KCMG, KCVO, KBE. {B, DSO October 1946
Sit Henry Abel Smith, KCMG, KCVO, DSO March 1958
Sit Alan James Mansficld, KCMG, KCVO March 1966
Sir Colin Thomas Hannah, KCMG, KBE, CB March 1972
Commeodore Sir JTames Maxwell Ramsay, KCMG, KCVO, CBE, DSC April 1977
Sir Walter Benjumin Campbell, AC, QC July 1983
Leneen Forde, AC July 1992

Since the abolition of the Legislative Council in 1922, the Queensland
Parliament, in contrast to the parliaments of all other States, bhas
comprised just one legislative chamber. The Legislative Assembly, after
the September 1992 clection, consisted of 89 members: Australian Labor
Party, 54; National Party, 26 and Liberal Party, 9,

In 1872, adult male suffrage aftcr a residence of 6 months was introduced
and property qualifications were abandoned. Twenty vears later optional
preference voting was brought in and from 1905 women could vote. In
1914, voting was made compulsory for the first time in Australia.
Prefercntial voting was replaced by the relative majority (“first past the
post’} vote in 1942 but it was rc-introduced in 1962 and made
compulsory, which brought Queensland back into line with all other
mainland States and the Commonwealth. In 1973 the voting age was
reduced from 21 to 18 years.

In 1910, responsibility for drawing electoral boundaries was given to three
appuinted electoral commissioners. Until then electoral boundaries had
been defined by the government of the day and electorates outside
Brisbane, particularly those in outlying parts of the State, had
comparatively small enrolments. The 1910 legislation provided for 72
electorates with a permitted variation of 20 per cent above and below the
average. In 1931, the size of the Assembly, and consequently the number
of electorates, was reduced to 62. As well, stipulations were introduced
to make city electorates larger than country clectorates.

In 1949, the Assembly was enlarged to 75, and a zonal system was
introduced comprising: a metropolitan zone (Brisbane) of 24 members; a
south-eastern zone of 28 members; a northern zone with 13 members and
a western zone of 10 members. In 1958, when the Assembly was again
enlarged to 78 members, the number of zones was reduced to three but
with a further enlargement in 1971 to 82, a fourth zonc was re-introduced
to provide for: a south-eastern zone of 47 members; a provincial cities
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zone with a total of 13 members; a country zone of 15 members and 2
western and far northern zone electing 7 members.

3.7 MEMBERS OF THE QUEENSLAND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY AT 25 MAY 1994

Political Pofitical
Flectoral district Member party Flectoral district Member party
Albert Szezerbanik, 1. ALP Mansficld Power, 1.J. ALP
Archerfield Ardill, LA, ALP Maroochydore Simpson, F.S. National
Ashgrove Fouras, Hon., .. ALP Maryborough Dollin, R.H. ALP
Aspley Gross, JN. Liberal Merrimac Quinn, R.J. Liberal
Barambah Ferrent, T.J. National Mirani Malene, G.E. National
Barron River Clark, Dr LA, ALF Moggill Watson, Dr DJ.H. Liberal
Beaudesert Lingard, K.R. National Meooloolah T.aming, B.E. Liberal
Brisbane Central Beattie, P.D. ALP Mount Coot-tha Fdmond, W.M. ALP
Broadwater Grice, AM. National Mount Gravatt Spence, 1.C ALP
Bulimba Purcell, P.1>. ALP Mount Isa McGrady, Hon. A. ALP
Bundaberg Campbell, C.B. ALP Mount Ommaney  Pyke, P.M. ALP
Bundamba Gibhs, Hon. R ALP Muigrave Pitt, E.W. ALFP
Burdekin Stoneman, M.D. National Mundingburra Davies, K.H. ALP
Burleigh Gamin, J.M. National Murtumba Wells, Hon. D.MacM. ALP
Burnett Slack. D.J. National Nerang Connor, R.T. Liberal
Caboolure Sullivan, J.H. ALP Nicklin Turner, Hon. N1 National
Cairns De TLacy, Hon. K.E. ALF Noosa Davidson, B.W. Liberal
Callide McCauley, D.E. National Nudgee Vaughan, K.IL ALP
Caloundra Sheldon, J.M. Liberal Redcliffe Hollis, R.K. ALP
Capalaba Elder, ITon. JLP. ALP Redlands Budd, I.A. ALP
Charters Towers Mitchell, RA. National Rockhampton Braddy, Hon. P.I. ALP
Chatsworth Mackenroth, Hon. T.M. ALP Sandgate Nottall. G.R. ALP
Chermside Sullivan, T.B. ALP South Brisbane Warner. Hom. AM. ALP
Clayfield Santero, S. Liberal Southpert Veivers. M.D. National
Cleveland Briskcy, D). ALP Springwood Robson, Hon. M1 AIP
Cook Bredhauer, S.D. ALP Sunnybank Robertson, S. ALP
Crow’s Nest Cooper, T.R. National Surfers Paradise Borbidge, RE. National
Cunningham Elliott, J.A. National Tablelands Gilmore, T.J.G. National
Currumbin Rose, M. AlP Thuringowa McFlligotr, K.V, ALP
Fverton Welford, R ALP Toowoomba North  Healy, G.J. National
Ferny Grove Milliner, Hon. G.R. ALP Toowoomba South  Horan. ML National
Fitzroy Pcarce, J. ALP Townsville Smith, Hon. G.N. ALP
Gladstone Benncit, N.P. ALFP Warrego Hobbs, HW.T. National
Greenslopes Fenlom, G.1B. ALP Warwick Springborg, .. Natiomal
Grepory Johnson, V.G. National Waterford Barten, T.A. ALP
Gympie Stephan, L.W. National Western Downs Litleproud, B.G. National
Hervey Bay Nuno, W.G. ALP Whitsunday Bird, L.R. ALP
Hinchinbrook Rowell, M.H. National Woodridge Y Arey, W.T. ALP
Tnala Palaszczuk, H. ALP Yeronga Foley, Hon. M.J. ALP
Indaoroopilly Beanland, D.E. Liberal
Ipswich Hamill, Hon. D.J. ALP
[pswich West Livingstone, D.W. ALP
Kallangur Hayward, Hon, K.W. ALP
Kedron {Comben, Hon, P. ALP Speaker: Hon. D.I. Fouras
Keppel b L‘;St? HO"MVI'{P . iﬁ:’"“l Premier: Hon. W.K. Goss
Kurwongha oodgate, MR, RN :
Lockyer Fitzgerald, AA. National Leader of the Opposition: R.E. Borbidge
Logan Goss, Hon. W.K. ALP
Tyiton Burs, Hon. T.L ALP
Mackay Casey, [lon. ED. ALP

Source: Queenslamd Government Gazelte.

Despite redistributions prior to elections in 1972,
system remained that drawn up in 1971

1977 and 1986, the basic

The 1985 redistribution

43




Government and Administration

State Election, 1992

44

increased the number of members in the Assembly to 89. Although it did
respond to changing demographic patterns within the zones, it did not
alter the relativity between zones.

In March 1990, EARC was appointed to review electoral law and
administration in Queensland.  The Commission was required to
investigate the Legislative Assembly elecloral system.

A review of the zonal electoral system, including an examination of the
voting system to be applied in future Legislative Assembly elections was
carried out. This report, which was presented to the Parliamentary
Committee in late 1990, included recommended principles and procedures
for a redistribution to be carried out by EARC. This was undertaken in
1991.

A review of the Queensland electoral roll system and the report on this
investigation was also presented in 1990.

During 1991, EARC completed its investigations into the Legislative
Assembly electoral system with the distribution of Queensland into 89
new State electoral districts. Boundaries for the 89 electoral districts were
drawn following the principle of one vote, one value within a 10 per cent
tolerance, except for those districts above 100,000 square kilomelres in
area, where special weighting applics. This group comprises the
districts of Cook, Charters Towers, Gregory, Mount [sa and Warrego.

The Commission furnished its report entitled Elections Act 1983 and
Related Matters in December 1991. Release of this report follows
EARC’s comprehensive review of the Elections Act, which regulates
the conduct of elections in Queensland. The report examined
appropriate administrative infrastructures for the conduct of elections
in Queensland and recommended controls over political advertising,
greater assistance for disabled voters and establishment of the
Queensland Electoral Commission to conduct clections and future
State electoral distributions,

EARC finalised its reviews of electoral matters by furnishing a report,
in October 1992, on the registration of denations to politicians and
political partics and the public funding of election campaigns.

EARC tabled its last report on 17 September 1993 and ceased to exist
after 3¢ September 1993,

After the State clectoral boundaries redistribution was completed in
1991, an clection was held on 19 September 1992 in which 323
candidates contested the 89 seats.

The ALP retained government by winning 54 seats as it had in the
previous election. The National Party won 26 seats and the Liberal
Party retained 9 seats. In this clection a total of 1,745,161 formal
votes and 40,242 informal votes were recorded from a total roll of
1,835,727 electors.

The relativity between parties was retained following the by-election
far the State electoral district of Mirani, which was held on 30 April
1994. The seat was retained for the National Party by G.E. Malone.
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3.8 SEATS WON IN QUEENSLAND ELECTIONS

Parry 1983 71986 1989 1902
Lahor 32 30 54 54
National (a) 41 49 26 26
Liberal {a) 8 1} 9 o
Other 1 — — —
‘Total 82 89 8y 89

{a) Adfter the clection 2 clected Liberals switched to the National Party, making 43 Nationals and 6
Liberais in the Assembly.

Seurces:  Prasser. Scott, The Quecnsland Liberals, Current Affairs Bufletin, March 1987, and
Queensland Government Gazetles,

In Queensland, as in other States and the Commonwealth, executive
government is based on the system which was evolved in Britain in the
18th century, and which is generally known as ‘Cabinet’ or ‘responsible’
government.  Its essence is that the head of the State, the Governor,
should perform governmental acts on the advice of ministers; that
ministers of State should be chesen from members of parliament
belonging to the party, or coalition of parties, commanding a majority in
the Legislative Assembly; that the ministry, the Cabinet, so chosen should
be collectively responsible to that house for the actions and administration
of government departments and authoritics which have been created to put
into practice the laws made by parliament and that the ministry should
resign or advise an election if it ceases to command a majority in the
Assembly.

Premier, Minister for Economic and frade Development
Hon, Wayne Keith Goss

Deputy Premier, Minister for Emergency Services and Minister for
Rural Communities and Consumer Affairs
Hon. Thomas James Burns

Treasurer

Hoen. Keith Ernest De Lacy

Minister for Tourism, Sport and Racing
Hon. Robert James Gibbs

Minister for Transport and Minister Assisting the Premier on Economic
and Trade Development
Hon. David John Hamill

Minister for Primary [ndustries
Hon. Edmund Denis Casey

Minister for Police and Minister for Corrective Services
Hon. Paul Joseph Braddy

Minister for Education
Hon. Patrick Comben

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Planning
Hon. Terence Michael Mackenroth

Minister for Justice and Attorney-General and Minister for the Arts
Hon. Dean MacMillan Wells

Minister for Family Services and Aboriginal and Islander Affairs
Hon. Anne Maric Warner
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Minister for Administrative Services
Hon. Glen Richard Milliner

Minister for Lands
Hon. Geoffrey Norman Smith

Minister for Health
Hon. Kenneth William Hayward

Minister for Minerals and Energy
Hon. Anthony McGrady

Minister for Employment, Training and Industrial Relations
Hon. Matthew Joseph Foley

Minister for Business, Industry and Regional Development
Hon. James Peter Elder

Minister for Environment and Heritage
Hon. Molly Jess Robson

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

There are three classes of local authorities in Queensland. At 1 July
1994, 18 city councils, including Brisbane, controlled the more
important urban areas and 3 other urban areas were controlled by
town councils. The rest of the State was administered by 107 shire
councils.

In March 1990, Statc Parliament gave EARC the task of reviewing the
local authority c¢lectoral system of Queensland and certain matters relating
to local authority administration.

The report on the first stage of the review concersing an examination of
internal boundaries and electoral principles was tabled in the Legislative
Assembly on 10 September 1990.

The Commission’s repert on the second stage of its review was tabled in
the Legislative Assembly on 21 November 1991. It recommended that
patticular local authoritics be abolished and other new authorities created
through amalgamation with adjeining shires and/or cities. The report also
recommended principles for determining appropriate local authority
boundaries and proposed the establishment of a permancnt Lacal
Authoritics Boundaries Commission to examine extcrnal boundary
matters.

Local authorities exercise those powers granted to them by statute, chiefly
by the Local Government Act (City of Brisbanc Act in the case of
Brisbane), and also by other Acts conferring specific pawers not covered
by the principal Act. The Local Government Act, which prescribes the
standards to be maintained by local authorities, is administered by the
Department of Local Government.

All council by-laws must be approved by the Governor in Council, after
which they have the force of law. Each authority must prepare a budget
showing receipts and expenditure for the ensuing ycar and their accounts
arc audited by the Queensland Auditor-General or by an auditor appointed
by the Auditor-General.




Government and Administration

Local Government
Elections

Apart from roads declared under the Main Roads Act, local authorities are
responsible for the construction and maintenance of all roads, streets,
footpaths, etc. within their areas. Declured roads are the responsibility of
the State Government, through the Department of Main Roads.

In Queensland, the provision of water, sewcrage and other cleansing
services is generally undertaken by local government. Facilities for
recreational activitics, including public parks and gardens, sporting venues
and libraries are also maintained. Many authorities support local
museums, have built cultural centres and bave commissioned the
publication of official shire histories.

Local authoritics are largely responsible for the control of building in their
arcas and are responsible for the administration of the Standard Building
By-laws which specify certain minimum standards to be observed. In
recent  years authorities have become increasingly involved in
cnvironmental problems such as town planning, beach protection and
anti-litter measures.

Elections for office holders in Queensland's city, town and shire councils
were held on 26 March 1994, cxcept for the Shires of Cooloola and
Warwick where elections were held at different times due to boundary
amalgamations. The implementation of the recommendations of the
EARC Report of September 1990 meant that many candidates were
elected under changed circumstances, EARC rccommendations led to a
reorganisation of local government boundaries which resulted in six fewer
local governments at the time of the 1994 elections.

The first of the amalgamations recommended through the EARC process
resulted from the merging of the former Widgee Shire and Gympie City
to form the Shire of Cooloola from 2 December 1993, Elections for the
new shire took place on 27 November 1993 and the swearing in of the
newly elected Coolocla Shire Council occurred on 7 December 1993,

The Shires of Allora, Glengallan and Roscnthal were merged with
Warwick City to form Warwick Shire. This took effcct on 1 July 1994
and elections were held on 25 June 1994, Mackay City and Pioncer Shire
were amalgamated to form new Mackay City. Date of effect was 8 April
1994. A contracted Gooburrum Shire (after a boundary reorganisation
expanded Bundaberg City) was merged with Woongarra Shire to form
Burnett Shire. Date of effect was 30 March 1994.

A number of other boundary amendments were madc during 1994
Transfers between Logan City and Brisbane City took ¢ffect on 1 January
1994. Part of Woocoo Shire was transferred to Maryborough City from
31 March 1994. The boundarics of Burdekin Shire, Dalrymple Shire,
Hinchinbrook Shire, Thuringowa City and Townsville City were amended
by transfers among these areas. These took effect on 8 April 1994,

Further proposals for boundary reorganisation or amalgamation are under
review and remain to be finalised.

A total of 2,438 candidates contested the March 1994 local govemment
clections, Of these candidates 2,150 (1,657 men and 493 women)
contested the non-leader councillor positions and 288 candidates (254 men
and 34 women) contested the mayor or chairperson position to lead the
councils. Thus, women accounted for 11.8 per cent of mayoral candidates
and 22.9 per cent of non-mayoral candidates.
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Of the 1,090 non-mayeral candidates elected in March, 22.7 per cent were
women, contrasting with 19.1 per cent previously. The overall similarity
between the percentage of women contesting the election (22.9 per cent
of non-mayoral candidates) and the percentage of women elected (22.7
per cent) is worthy of noe. The success rate, of men and women
candidates, for election overall is virtually identical: one out of every two
non-mayoral candidates of both sexcs was elected.

The Queensland system of popular (‘at large’) mayoral elections
throughout local government is unique in Australia.

Of the 126 local government areas, 24 incumbent mayors retired and 102
sought re-clection. Of those mayors who sought re-election. 44.1 per cent
were unopposed, 40.1 per cent were opposed but re-elected and 15.7 per
cent were defeated. Of departing mayors, 60 per cent retired and 40 per
cent were defeated.

Of the nine women mavors prior to (he March elections, two refired and
scven sought re-clection. Of these seven candidates two were unopposed,
three were opposed and re-clected and two were defeated. In addiion,
women were elected to mayoral office in the Shires of Cook, Herberton,
Fitzroy, Longreach and Pine Rivers,

In the City of Brisbane mayoral contest, the incumbent mayor, James
Soorley, was re-elected with 229,196 first prefercnce votes. This
represented 52 per cent of formal votes. The Australian Labor Party
candidates won 15 of the 26 Brisbane electoral wards to increase their
representation by one over the 1991 results.
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This chapter provides a broad overview of information relating to
Queensland and its people. It aims to provide a summary of the key
issues that are addressed in more detail in other chapters.

Queensland’s estimated resident population of 3,112,600 at 30 June
1993 represented approximately 18 per cent of the total population of
Australia, Queensland experienced strong population growth in
1992-93, increasing 2.7 per cent, compared with 1.0 per cent for
Australia. Queensland also experienced strong economic growth in
1992-93 with a Gross State Product increase of 7.4 per cent, compared
with a 4.3 per cent increase in Gross Domestic Product for Australia.

The greatest impetus to population growth was net interstatc and overseas
migration which provided 68.3 per cent of the population increase in
1993. On a regional basis, almost two-thirds of the population of
Queensland is located in the south-east of the State.

Over the year to May 1994, Queensland also experienced strong labour
force and cmployment growth and a decrease in the number of
unemployed persons. This resulted in a fall in the unemployment rate
from 10.3 per cent in May 1993 to 9.4 per cent in May 1994,

Agriculture and mining, the original base for the development of the
economy of Quecnsland, continue to make a strong contribution,
especially in earning export income. Howcver, in recent years,
manufacturing has diversified into higher value-added, high technology
industries and tourism in particular has c¢xperienced strong growth, In
1992-93, the major contributions to Queensland’s Gross State Prodnct
were agriculture and mining (11 per cent). manufacturing and construction
(20 per cent), trade, transport, storage and communication (24 per cent)
and business services, public administration, defence and community
scrvices (25 per cent).

Queensland has a large infrastructure requirement given the more
decentralised geographic distribution of its population, the long distance
travel required to service them and the demands of a rapidly increasing
population. A network of over 175,020 kilometres of roads, 9,797
kilometres of rail, 10 major airports and 15 major ports helps to connect
and service Queensland,

Concern for the environment ranks high among the Queensland
population. Almost three-quarters of persons surveyed in 1992 indicated
that they had concerns about environmental problems. In addition, 81 per
cent of households undertook some recycling activities.

POPULATION

The estimated resident population of Queensland was 3,112,600 at 30
June 1993. Of this, 50.1 per cent were males and 49.9 per cent were
females.
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In recent years, Queensland’s population has experienced significant
growth. Over the past decade, the population increased by over
630,000 persons or 25.4 per cent. The jncreasing ymportance of net
migration as the major contributor to Queensland’s growth is shown
by its rise from 51.0 per cent of the population increase at 30 June
1083 to 68.3 per cent at 30 June 1993.

Queensland’s population has become progressively older, with the
proportion of the population 65 vears or older increasing from 9.8 per cent
in 1983 to 11.1 per cent in 1993, The median age of the Queensland
population has increased correspondingly over this period from 29.3 years
10 32.4 years.

Queensland’s poputation is concentraied in the south-cast corner of the
State, with 62.7 per cent of the population residing in the Statistical
Divisions of Brisbanc and Morclon, at 30 June 1993. Decspite this,
Qucensland’s population is (he least centralised of all the mainland States
of Australia, with 54.4 per cent of the population living outside the
Brishane Stalistical Division at 30 June 1993.

AVERAGE ANNUAL GROWTH RATE, 1988 TO 1993 BY QUEENSLAND
STATISTICAL DISTRICT AND SELECTED STATISTICAL DIVISION

Sunshing Crast |
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(1) Statistical Divisiens. (b Including that part in New South Wales.

]

South-east Quecnsland (Brisbanc and Morcten Statistical Divisions})
continues 1o expericnce higher pepulation growth than other Statistical
Divisions within Queensland, with the population increasing by 57.208
persons in 1993. This represented 69.6 per cent of the total population
increase in Queensland in 1993, Within south-east Quecnsland, statistical
{ocal arcas (suburbs) with the greatest increase in population from 1992 to
1993 were Parkwood (37.8 per cent), Arundel (33.3 per cent).
Parkinson-Drewvale (31.6 per cent), Doolandella-Forest Lake {27.7 per
cent) and Stretton (23.3 per cent).

At the lime of the 1991 census, 17.0 per cent of the Queensland
population had been born overseas compared with 16.4 per cent in 1986
and 14.4 per cent in 1981, The comparative figure for Australia at the
time of the 1991 census was 22.3 per cent. People born in the United
Kingdom and Ircland represented the largest immigrant group, accounting
for 6.2 per cent of the total population ot Queensland in 1991.

There were 70,070 Aboriginal and Torres Straii Islander ('Y'SI) pcople
counted in Queensland at the 1991 census, representing 2.4 per cent of the
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total Queensland population. In comparison, Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people represented 1.6 per cent of the total Australian population, with
just over one quarter residing in Queensland at the time of the 1991 census.

4.1 ABORIGINALITY BY SEX, QUEENSLAND, 1991

Proportion

Particulars Males Females Persons fa

No. No. No. LA
Aboriginal persons 27,573 27,938 555U 749.2
TSI persons 7,231 7.328 14,559 2008
Yotal 34,804 35.266 70,070 100.0

(a) Praportion of total Aboeriginal and TSI persons.
Sowurce: 1991 Census of Population and Housing.

From March 1992 to May 1992, the ABS collected data relating to the
characteristics of families and family members and the nature of family
support. There were almost 825,000 houschold families in Queensland in
1992, Of these, 707,900 familics were couple families and 110,200 were
one parent familics.

42 FAMILIES: FAMILY TYPE, QUEENSLAND

Particulars Thowsand FPer cent
Couple family 707.9 85.8
With dependent children only 304.4 369
With dependent and non-dependent children 42.4 5.t
With non-dependent children enly 63.1 77
With no children 298.0 30.1
One parent family 116.2 i34
With dependent children enly 693 8.4
With dependent and nen-dependent children 6.5 0.8
With non-dependent children only 344 4.2
Other family 0.7 [FR3
Total 824.9 180.0

Senrce Australia’s Families (4418.00,

Of all persons usually resident in Queensland in 1992, 87.3 per cent were
living with at least one other family member in the same household. Just
under 8 per cent were living alone, 4.3 per cent were living with unrelated
individuals in non-family households and the remainder were living as an
unrelated individual in a family household.

EDUCATION

Queensland’s population is becoming more highly educated, with an
increasing number of people holding post-school qualifications. In
February 1993, 40.6 per cent of persons aged 15 years or older had
attained post-school qualifications, with 7.9 per cent having a degree.
These figures are higher than those recorded in February 1989 (37.7
per cent and 6.0 per cent, respectively).

In 1993, there were 332,836 children enrolled in primary school and
210,895 persons enrolled in secondary schoot.
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The apparent retention rate (the extent to which students remain in school
from their first secondary vear (Year 8) to the later years of schooling
(Years 11 and 12)) increased from 79.6 per cent in 1991 to 85.0 per cent
in 1992 but decreased to 82.9 per cent in 1993.

[n 1993, 93,955 students were entolled in higher education institutions, a
42 per cenl increase since 1992 Of these students, 8,801 were
undertaking a higher degree. in 1992, there were 38 Technical and Further
Education {TAFE) institutions in Queensland, with an estimated 277,795
students.  Although the number of institutions decreased 7.3 per cent in
1991, the number of students increased 15.8 per cent over the sume
period.

LABOUR FORCE

In trend estimate terms, the labour force in Queensland experienced
strong growth aver the year to May 1994, increasing 48,000 to
1,568,200 persons. Employment increased by 57,600 to 1,421,100
persons over the same period, while the number of unemployed
persons decreased by 9,700 tv 147,000 persons.

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE: TREND SERIES, QUEENSLAND

Per cent
~11
- - \
- T . \ I
- . N
. N
k10
AN
\\
q
— = — T T T T T T T
MJJASONDJFMAMJJASON J FMAM
1992 1943 Tyud

This resulted in an unemployment rate of 9.4 per cent in May 1994,
compared with 10.3 per cent in May 1693, The unemployment rate for
Australia fell from 10.8 per cent to 9.9 per cent over the same period. The
labour force participation rate in Queensland increased (.2 percentage
points to 63.6 per cent over the 12 months to May 1994.

GROSS STATE PRODUCT

In Queensland over the 10 years ending 1992-93, there has been a
relative shift in the contribution to Gross State Product at Factor Cost
(GSP(fc)) from goods-producing industries to service-providing
industries. Over the period 1982-83 to 1992-93, all goods-producing
industries recorded proportional decreases in _centribution o
38P(fc), with the manufacturing sector recording the greatest
decline, falling from 14.8 per cent of GSP(fc) in 1982-83 to 12.2 per
cent in 1992-93,
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Other sectors whose proportional contributions declined over the period
1982-83 to 1992-93 were: construction (falling 1.7 pereentage points),
mining {falling 1.1 percentage points), and agriculture, forestry, fishing
and hunting (falling 0.5 percentage points).

In contrast 1o the goods-producing industrics, all the service-providing
sectors recorded increases in their contributions to GSP(fc) over the
period 1982-83 to 1992-93, with the exception of electricity, gas and
water (which remained steady) and the general government sector
contribution (which decreased 0.8 percentage points). The highest
increase was recorded in {inance, property and business scrvices which
increased 1.6 percentage points over this period.

4.3 CONTRIBUTION TO GROSS STATE PRODUCT AT FACTOR COST
BY INDUSTRY SUBDIVISION, QUEENSLAND

Contribution
o GSPC)
Value
Industry subdivision 1902-92 198283 1992.93
Sm % %
Agriculture. forestry, fishing and hunting 2,685 51 4.6
Mining 34323 7.0 549
Manufacturing 7,074 14.8 122
Electricity, gas and watcr 2134 3.7 37
Construction 4,801 10.0 8.3
Wholesale and retail trade 5.449 13.9 14.6
Transport, storage and commurication 5375 82 9.3
Finance, property and business
services 4,618 6.4 8.0
Public administration, defence and
community services 9,680 154 16.7
Recreational, personal and other services 3,028 4.1 52
Ownership of dwellings 5462 8.5 9.3
General government 1,291 3.0 2.2
Total 58,052 100.0 100.¢

Sowrve: State Accounts (522010

REAL GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT/
GROSS STATE PRODUCT GROWTH

Per cent
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The Queensland economy grew strongly over most of the 1980s,
recording an average annual growth rate in GSP of 10.0 per cent from
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1982-83 to 1992-93, compared with avcrage annual growth in GDP of 9.0
per cent for Australia over the same period. For the 5 years from 1983-84
to 1988-89, Queensland’s growth lagged marginally behind that of
Australia before becoming especially buoyant during 1988-89 and
1989.90). The Queensland economy then slowed with the onset of a
national and global economic downturn and the effect of drought and
falling commodity prices depressing the agriculture scctor. In 1991-92,
however, growth in Queensland GSP improved substantiaily above the
Auslralian average, growing 5.5 per cent compared with 2.1 per cent for
GDP for Australia. This reflected proportionally higher growth in all
industries cxcepl agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting and electricity,
gas and waler. Similarly in 1992-93, Queensland’s GSP continued to grow
faster than GDP for Australia, achieving a growth rate of 7.4 per cent
compared with 4.3 per cent nationally, This reflects the increase in
contribution to GSP by most of the State’s service industrics.

INDUSTRY

During the S-year period between May 1989 and May 1994, the
largest percentage increases in employment were in comminity
services which increased by 233 per cent o 258,900 persons and
recreation, personal and other services which grew 22.9 per cent to
127,100 persons with average annual growth rates of 4.3 per cent and
4.2 per cent, respectively. Employment in the finance, property and
business services industry increased 19.4 per cent and that in
construction increased 16.4 per cent over the same period.

EMPLOYED PERSONS BY INDUSTRY, QUEENSLAND
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The mining indusiry recorded the largest perccniage decrease in
employment, falling by 27.0 per cent over 5 years to 17,300 persons, an
average annual decrease of 6.1 per cent. Overall, total employment in
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Queensland rose 11.2 per cent to 1,423,200 persons. This represents an
average annual growth rate of 2.1 per cent aver the 5 years to May 1994,

Although adverse scasonal conditions continved to prevail in many
regions throughout Queensland during 1992-93, the gross value of
agricultural commodities produced reversed the fall of the previous year,
rising 5.6 per cent ($253.1m) to 54,760.3m. The main reason for this
increase was a rise of $196.5m in the value of craps.

In 1992-93, the total value of mincral production increased 10.7 per cent
($545.0m) to $5,626.8m, The largest contributors to this total were coal,
$3,555.0m (63.2 per cent), copper, $673.3m (12.0 per cent) and gold,
$474.6m (8.4 per cent).

There were 6,573 manufacturing establishments operating in Queensland
at 30 June 1992. These establishments paid $3.195m in wages and
salaries and recorded $22.836.9m in turnover in the year to 30 June 1992.
During 1991-92, Queensland manufacturing industries contributed 13.6
per cent of total Australian manufacturing tumover.

In 1992-93, the trend estimate value of retail turnover in Queensland
increased by $1,085.5m (6.8 per cent) to $17,061.3m. This represented
17.7 per cent of total Australian retailing turnover in 1992-93. In the 3
years to 1992-93, estimated retail turnover in Queensland increased by
62.8 per cent, representing an average annual growth rate of 10.2 per cent.
In trend estimate terms, the grocery, confection and tobacconists industry
was the largest contributor, gencrating $4,958m (29.1 per cent) of
Queensland’s turnover during 1992-93, followed by the hotel, liguor
stores and licensed clubs industry which contributed $2,170m (12.7 per
cent).

TREND ESTIMATES OF RETAIL TURNOVER, QUEENSLAND
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During 1992-93, construction commenced on 46,985 new dwelling units
in Queensland with a total value of 33,828.5m. This represents an
increase of 21.9 per cent in the number of new dwelling commencements
over the previous year’s total and 28.3 per cent of the total value of new
dwelling unit commencements in Australia.
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The value of large engineering construction projects such as roads,
bridges, railways, harbours, power stations and production and
distribution facilities that were commenced in 1992-93 in Queensland rose
16.7 per cent to $2,372.3m. This follows a decline of 13.6 per cent in the
previous year. Engineering construction commencements in Queensland
represented 20.7 per cent of the total Australian value in 1992-93.

Tourism is onc of Queensland’s largest and most dynamic economic
industries. After peaking in 1988, with World Expo 88 in Brisbane and
the Australian Bicentenary celebrations, tourism in Queensland declined
temporarily in 1989 in terms of both international visitors and domestic
travel. In the subscquent 4 years, however, international visitor numbers
to Australiz have increased 44 per cent from 2.1 million in 1989 10 a
record 3.0 million in 1993 and Queensland has attracted a growing
proportion of those visitors. The number of international visitors stating
that Quecnsland was the main State of intended stay increased from
440000 in 1989 to 860,000 in 1993 (21.3 per cent and 28.7 per cent of
the Australian total, respectively).

According to the Bureau of Tourism Research Domestic Tourism Monitor,
the total number of visitor nights in Queensland fell from 55.0 million in
1989-90 to 54.0 million in 1992-93. However, Queensland’s share of
total Australian visitor nights increased from 24.6 per cent to 25.7 per cent
over this same pesiod.  In the 4 years fo 31 December 1993,
accommodation capaci'y available in Qucensland has grown by 9.6 per
cent for hotels, motels and guest houses with facilities, to 40,125 rooms
and by 9.6 per cent for hohday flats, units and houses to 16,608 units.
Over this same period of time, annual takings from accommodation have
increased by 58 per cent to $733m in 1993 for hotels, motels and guest
houses and by 48 per cent to $199m in 1993 for holiday flats, units and
houses.

TREND ESTIMATES OF NEW MOTOR VEHICLES REGISTERED,
QUEENSLAND
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New motor vehicle registrations in Queensland rosc 8.2 per cent in
1692-03 to 104,403. This follows consecutive talls of 3.6 per cent in
1990-91 and 3.2 per cent in 1991-92. Passenger vehicles accounted for
78.2 per cent of all new motor vehicles registrations in 1992-93 followed
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by light commercial vehicles {18.1 per cent). Queensland motor vehicle
registrations represented 19.3 per cent of total Australian registrations in
1992-93.

New capital expenditure investment in the private sector in Queensland in
1992-93 totalled $3,885m, an increase of 6.9 per cent from the
expenditure for the previous year. In comparison, new capital expenditure
investrnent in the private seclor in Australia increased 6.3 per cent from
1991-92 1o 1992-93. Investment in new buildings and structures in
Queensland increased by 11.2 per cent to $1.568m and investment in
plant, machinery and equipment increased by 4.2 per cent to $2,317m.

PRIVATE NEW CAPITAL EXPENDITURE BY ASSET,
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QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE

Total outlays of the Queensland State Government for 1992-93 were
$11.470m, an increase of 4.7 per cent from outlays in 1991-92. Total
revenue generated in 1992-93 was $12,471m, leaving a net negative
financing requirement of $1,105m,

Of total outlays, $3,.220m or 28.1 per cent, was spent on education,
$1,761m (15.4 per cent) on health and $1,333m (11.6 per cent) on
transport and communication. These represented 17.2 per cent, 15.4 per
cent and 16.9 per cent, respectively. of the Australian totals for these
purposes.

HEALTH

The ABS 1989-90 National Health Survey revealed the health status
of Queenslanders as relatively similar to the average for Australia.
Although the proportion of persons experiencing both recent and
long-term illness was higher in Queensland than the Australian
average (57.3 per cent and 53.2 per cent, respectively), the proportion
of Queenslanders aged 18 years and over who regarded their health
status as either ‘excelient’ or ‘good’ was marginally higher than that
recorded for Australia (79.3 per cent and 79.2 per cent, respectively).
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In Queensland, there were over 400 residential and non-residential health
establishments in 1991-92. The 200 pursing care homes in Queensland
provided almost 4.4 million inpatient days of nursing care during 1 991-92.
"The 71 outpatient servicc centres rendered a total of 583,200 SETVICES
during 3991-92, while 493,000 services were rendered by the 31 day
centres. During 1991-92, staff employed by the 103 domiciliary nusing
services visited 1.867,900 Queenslanders in their homes.

The propottion of persons aged 18 years and over who drank alcohol in
the 7 days prior to the interview was Jower in Quecnsland (61.3 per cent)
than Australia {62.5 per cent). Of the 2,089,900 persons aged 18 years
and over in Quecnsland, 28.4 per cent indicated they smoked, equalling
the national average. Of these, 56.3 per cent were male. Queensland also
recorded a higher proportion of persons who did not excrcise {36.7 per
cent) and who wcere obese (9.1 per cent) compared with the national
averages (35.8 per cent and 8.7 per ceni, respectively). These
comparisons arc shown in the table below.

4.4 PERSONS AGED 18 YEARS AND OVER: HEALTH STATUS
INDICATORS, QUEENSLAND AND AUSTRALIA, 1989-90

Particrlars Oueensiand Australia
“p &
Persons reporting recent illness 738 70.8
Self assessed health slatus as
‘excellent’ or ‘good’ T3 79.2
Alcohol intake
Consumed alcohol 613 62.3
Did not consume alcohol 387 375
Smuoker status
Smoker 28.4 284
Fx-smoker 248 232
Never smoked 46.8 484
Exercise level
No excIcise 6.7 358
Low 314 32.2
Medium 16.7 16.6
High 153 154
Body mass index
EN 8.7

Obese

Sourcer National Health Survey, 19R9-90.

Life expectancy for femnales is greater than that for mates al all ages. In
1992, the life expectancy of a newborn child in Queensland was 74.4 for
boys and 80.2 for girls. Queensland Dife cxpectancies are comparable to
the life expectancies for Australia as a whole.

WELFARE

Welfare is essential in protecting pevple with special needs frem
economic hardship and may be provided by government or voluntary
organisations.

The number of Queensland residential welfare establishments in
1991-92 increased 4.7 per cent to 1,079, Of these, 383 establishments
provided substitute family or home care, 90 provided hostel care and
606 provided accommodation only.
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At 30 June 1993, there were 251,557 age pensioners in Queeunsland, an
increase of 5.2 per cent from the previous year. [n addition to this, 68,459
persons received the disability support pension and 152,162 persons were
recipients of the job search and newstart allowances. As a proportion of
the total Queensland population, the number of persons receiving
pensions, payments and allowances, is comparable to the average for total
Australia.

4.5 NUMBER OF RECIPIENTS OF SELECTED WELFARE PENSIONS,
ALLOWANCES AND PAYMENTS, 30 JUNE 1983

Queensiand Aunstralia
Type of pension Number Per cent {u) Per cent (a)
Age pension (b) 251,557 g.1 R.6H
Disability support pension 68,459 22 2.3
Rehabilitation allowance 97 — —
Sickness allowance () 9.853 3 02
Mohility allowance (d) 3,581 0.1 0.1
Child disability allowance {d) (e) 11,840 14 .3
Job search allowance (c) 91,139 29 28
Newstart allowance (c) 61,023 2.0 22
Basic family payment (f) 356.043 1.4 109
Sole parent pension 50,883 Ls 1.7
Class B widow pension 8.4534 0.3 0.4

() Number of recipients as 1 pereentage of the respeetive estimated resident population ar 36 June 1993,
ib) Includes wife/carer pension.  {c) Annual average number.  {d) Including Northern Territory.
(e} Number of 1ecipients current at end of vear. (f) Number of tamilies.

Sonrces:  Australian Demographic Statistics {3101.0}. Deparnment of Social Secority, Anmual Report
1ou2.93.

CRIME

In the 12 months 1o April 1993, an estimated 7.5 per cent of
households in Queensland were victims of at least one break and enter
or attempted break and enter offence. This compares with an
estimated 6.8 per cent of households whe were victims of the same
offence in Australia.

VICTIMS OF CRIME IN THE LAST 12 MONTHS: TYPE OF OFFENCE,
QUEENSLAND

Hreak and enter (a)

e

— |

Sexual assautt -

Per cent
{4) Actual and attempted.
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Environmental Issues,

People’s Views and
Practices

An estimated 1.2 per cent of persons aged 15 years and over in
Queensland were victims of at least one robbery in the 12 months 10 April
1993, which is the same as the Australian rate over the same period.

Personal crime in Queensland over the 12 months to April 1993 was
highest amongst the 15 to 24 year old age group, with 8.5 per cent of
people in this age group being recorded as victims of personal crime. The
lowest occurrences of personal crime were in the 65 years and over age
group, which had a victimisation rate of 0.4 per cent.

4.6 VICTIMS AND NON-VICTIMS OF PERSONAL CRIME (a),
QUEENSLAND, 12 MONTHS TO APRIL 1993

Non- Victimisation

Age gronp (Years) Victims victims Victims rate (b}
06K gLy a0 per cent

15-24 40.5 436.1 476.6 8BS
25-34 27 447.5 470.2 4.8
35-44 16.7 4319 448.6 37
43-54 8.1 3348 3429 24
55-64 29 233.3 236.2 1.2
65 and over 1.2 298.7 2099 0.4
Total 9.1 2,182.2 2,274.3 4.0

{(a) Robbery. assaull or sexual assaull.  {(b) In the same age group.

ENVIRONMENT

In May 1992, the ABS surveyed people’s views and practices on
environmental issues. Of those persons aged 18 years and over in
Queensland, 74.0 per cent stated that they had concerns about
environmental problems.

4.7 ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEM, PERCENTAGE OF PERSONS (a}

Environmental problem Queensland Australia
Destruction of treesfecosystems 371 328
Adr pollution 36.9 40.2
Ocean poltution 364 323
Freshwater pollution 31.2 29.9
Qzone layer 26.2 28.6
Garbage disposal 217 229
Toxic chemical waste 214 21.3
Extinction of species 21.3 19.3
Land degradation 16.3 153
Use of pesticides 15.6 137
Resource conscrvation 155 15.0
Greenhouse effect 15.2 17.2
(ther pollutiom 15.1 14.1
Overpopulation 15.0 12.6
Nuclear tests/weapons 14.5 14.6
Use of uranium 3 8.3
Othet 0.5 58
Sand mining 51 4.6

No concerns 26.0 25.2

(1} More than one problem may be indicated per person.
Source:  Environmental Issues: People’s Views und Practices (4602.0).
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When asked to rank their cencerns by environmental problem category,
37.1 per cent indicated destruction of treesfecosvsiems to be their major
concern, followed by air pollution (36.9 per cent) and ocean pollution
(36.4 per cent), Of least concern was sand mining (5.1 per cent).

In Queensland, just over 30 per cent indicated that they donated time or
money (o environmental protection and 5.4 per cont stated that they were
members ol an environmental group. This compares with 28 per cent and
5.7 per cenl, respeclively, for Australia. The survey also found that 81 per
cent of Queensland households underiook some form of reeycling, with
the most popular form being recycling old clothing and rags (62.2 per
cent), garden waste (49.1 per cent) and glass (42.4 per cent), with motor
oil being the least recycled (9.3 per cent). (Note: indicating more than
one method of recycling was acceptable). Of those who did not recycle,
38.9 per cenl gave no explanation while 28.9 per cent indicated that there
were no services or facilities available for reeycling,

In 1990-91, a total of $259m was spent by the public sector in Queensland
on pollution abatement and control. Of this, $53m (20 per cent} was spent
on current outlays (the sum of net capital expenditure on goods and
services and nel current (ransler payments) and $206m (80 per cent) was
spent on capital outlays (the sum of expenditure on new [fixed assels, net
purchases of other capital assets, increases in stock and net transfer
payments to all other bodies to fund capital expenditure). This equated (o
a per capita outlay on pollution abatement and control of $86.98 in
Queensland, compared with $130.15 for Australia.

PUBLIC SECTOR PCLLUTION ABATEMENT AND CONTROL PER CAPITA
OQUTLAY BY STATE, 1990-91

Narthemn Territory

New South Wales [

Victoriz

South Austrabia

Western Austrialia

Queensland

Tasmumia

ACT

) 50 100 150 200 250
%)

Of the $259m spent. local government authorities accounted [or 89.6 per
cent of total outlays with the State Government contributing a further 9.3
per cenl. The majorily of this total outlay was spent on scwerage (35.5
per cent) and water treatment {31.7 per cent).




ABS publications
Gueensland Office:

ABS publications
Canberra Office:

Queensland — A Broad Overview

4.8 PUBLIC SECTOR POLLUTION ABATEMENT AND CONTROL

OUTLAYS (a), 1990-91

Queensiand Australia (b)

Government pHipose

classification Sm per cent Am per cent
Watcr treatment (c) 82 31.7 505 2310
Houschold garbage 7 2.7 130 5.9
Other sanitation 12 4.6 166 7.6
Sewerage 92 355 931 425
Urhun stormwater drainage 4 154 183 8.3
Other environmental protection 27 10.4 278 127
Total 259 100.0 2,193 108.0

{#) Outlays exclude some current and eapital transfer payments (e.

=

o taxes paid by general government).

{tr) Tncluding Commonwealth outlays spenl «t the national Jevel” (¢} This figure represents half the

value of witer supply.
Source: Cost of Environment Protection: Selected Industries (4603.0).
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Queensland’s population has shown steady growth over the past
decade, progressively increasing its share of the Australian total. In
common with most Western societies, the popnlation is gradually
ageing as birth rates decline and life expectancy increases. The State
is expected to reach a population level of between 5.4 and 6.2 million
by 2041.

There are two sources of population data used in this chapter, the
census of population and housing, which is conducted every 5 years
and the estimated resident population (ERP) which is updated
annually. This chapter uses population data taken from both the
census and the ERP, depending on which is the meost appropriate
source.

POPULATION GROWTH

Queensland’s estimated resident population was 3,112,600 at 30 June 1993,
On separation from the Colony of New South Wales in 1859, Queensland’s
population was 23,520, at that time the second smallest colony exceeding
only Western Australia. With the exception of 1916 and 1946, which were
affected by World Wars I and Il, Queensland’s population has increased
each year.

The first census of Queensland was conducted an 7 April 1861 when the
population was 30,059 (18,121 malcs and 11,938 females}).

In 1867 the Queensland population exceeded that of Tasmania and in
1885 it passed that of South Australia to become the third largest colony,
a position which has been maintained. According to censuses taken by
the several colonies in 1881, Queensland’s population was 9.5 per cent of
the Australian total. At June 1993, Queenslund accounted for 17.6 per
cent of the Australian total.

Queensland’s population exceeded a quarter of a million in 1883, it was
half a million in 1901, one million in 1938 and two million in 1974.
Growth in the 5-year period up to June 1993 averaged 2.6 per cent
annually, which was well above the Australian average of 1.3 per cent.

Natural increase (excess of births over deaths) and nct migration have
each been important factors in the growth of the Queensland population.
Net migration was consistently the most important cause of population
growth in the State’s early development and has also been the major
component again since the early 1970s.

The early years after separation from New South Wales saw large influxes
of migrants attracted by free passage or gifts of land orders. Discoveries
of gold in the 1870s and 1880s led to ancther influx of immigrants,
followed by a decline in the 1890s. Depressed economic conditions in the
early 1900s were accompanied by a steadying in the number of births as
well as in net migration.
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The economic collapse in 1929 and the depression during the 1930s
brought a decline in the number of births and in nel migration, During
World War I, net migration fell turther, while births rosc (o 26,713 in
1945.

At the end of World War )1 the Commonwealih Government launched a
program to increase Australia’s population by 1 per cent annually through
immigration. Queensland, although not proportionally receiving as many
migrants as the major southern States, nevertheless showed considerable
gains, with the population increasing to 1,106,415 in 1947,

The post World War I period up to the 1960s also experienced high
fertility and was known as the baby boom era.

AVERAGE ANNUAL GROWTH RATE OF THE
QUEENSLAND AND AUSTRALIAN POPULATIONS

Per cent

- Australia -3

1975 Lo 1983 1983 1 1988 198R to 19493

A general lowering of the crude birth rate, to a leve!l below that of the
depression years, occurred during the 1960s and 1970s. The slight
increase in the number of birihs, coupled with an increase in the number
of deaths, resulted in a minor reduction in the level of natural increase.
Nect migration over the last 20 years has fluctuated, with peaks in the early
1970s, early 1980s and again in 1988-89.

POPULATION (a), QUEENSLAND
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4,000

7| 3000

F2.000
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(4) Fstimated resident population 4s al 31 Dectmber.
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS

Queensland, in common with most other devcloped nations, is
experiencing a ‘greving’ of the population, with increasing median
ages and a higher proportion of people in the 65 years and over age
group. As Queensland moves into the 21st century, this trend will
accelerate as those born in the post World War I baby boom era
reach retirement age.

In June 1973, the median age of the Queensland population was 27.0
years. By June 1993 the median age had risen progressively to 32.4 years.
The median age of males at June 1993 was 31.8 ycars and that of females
was 33 years, rcflecting the longer life span of females.

The 65 yecars and over age group has increased significantly since 1945.
This is a lrend being experienced by many nations resulting in the work
force being required 1o support an increasing proportion of retired persons.

PROPORTION OF POPULATION AGED 65 YEARS AND OVER (a),
QUEENSLAND

Per cent
-12

1947 1961 1473 1983 1993

ta} Census count to 1951 vslimated resident population from 1973,

The propertion of Queenslanders born overseas is increasing. According
te the 1991 Census, 17.1 per cent of the population counted in Queensland
was born overseas compared with just 10.3 per cent in 1947. With the
proportion for Australia at 22.3 per cent, the Queensland figure reflects
lower levels of immigration when compared with New Scuth Wales and
Victoria, the major destinations of overseas migrants.

While the percentage of people born overseas has been increasing, there
has also been a change in the pattern of the birthplaces of the overseas
born, with an increasing proportion of settlers to Queensland arriving from
Asian countries and New Zealand.

In the 1991 Census, 188,168 Queenslanders spoke a language other than
English at home, the most common being Italian (14.6 per cent) followed
by Chinese languages (11.1 per cent) and German (9.9 per cent}.

Of those bern overseas, over 7¢ per cent speak English only, while 12.8
per cent used another language and spoke English very well,
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5.1 BIRTHPLACE OF THE POPULATION, QUEENSLAND

per cent)
{ensuses
Birthplace 1966 1986 1991
Australia 880 83.6 a0n.7
New Zealand 0.5 24 3.1
UK. and Treland 6.3 6.1 6.2
Other Europe 4.1 35 3.6
Asia (L6 1.5 2.2
America 0.3 0.6 0.7
Oiher 032 10 1.2
Total overseas horn 12.4 i5.0 17.0
Not stated -— 1.4 23

Total 100.0 100.0 1000

Sotrce: Censuses of Population and Housing.

5.2 ENGLISH PROFICIENCY OF QUEENSLANDERS BORN OVERSEAS
1]

{per cent)

Particutars 1991

Uses another language and speaks English
Very well 12.8
Well 9.5
Not well 4.5
Not at all 07
Proficiency not stated 0.2
Speaks English only 4
[ang,uage(s) gsed not stated 0.9
-

Total

Spuree: Census of population and Housing.

In 1991, 77.0 pet cent of Queenslanders were affiiated with Christian
denominations, 1.0 per cent with non-Christian groops and 11.6 per cent
had no religious affiliation.

5.3 RELIGICUS AEFILIATION, QUEENSLAND

(per cent)
Particulars 1986 199!
Christian
Anglican 24.8 252
Baptist 15 1.9
Catholic 24.3 254
Luthetan 22 23
Preshyterian 4.6 5.4
U piting Church 9.9 10.4
Other 82 6.4
Non-Christian 0.7 1.0
No religion 117 11.6
Not stated 121 10.0
Taotal 10400 () 100.0

{a) Including inadequately described.
Source: Censuses of population and Housing.
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The number of Anglicans increased by 110,424 between 1986 and 1991 and
the number of Catholics increased by 127,387 during the same peniod. As a
result of the establishment of the Uniting Church in 1977, the number of
people who reported themselves as Presbyterians and Methodists declined.

Non-Christian believers increased by 13,043 persons during the 1986 to
1991 intercensal period, and those claiming no religious affiliation rosc
from 302,505 to 344,174 in the same period.

ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER PEOPLE

At the 1991 Census, there were 70,070 Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander (TSI) people counted in Queensland. This represented 2.4
per cent of the total Queensland population and 26.4 per cent of all
Aboriginal and TSI people in Anstralia.

In Queensland, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population
increased by 14.4 per cent between the 1986 and 1991 censuses, compared
with an increase of 15.1 per cent for the total State population.

5.4 ABORIGINAL AND TSI PEOPLE, QUEENSLAND

Aboriginal T5i
Census year people people Total
1971 24,414 7.508 31922
1976 31,948 2.306 41.344
1981 33,966 10,732 44,698
1986 48,098 13,170 61,268

1991 55,511 14,359 F0.070

Sonrce: Censuses of Population and Housing,

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people were unevenly distributed
throughout Queensland. Qver half (53.0 per cent) were located in the
Northern, Far North and North-West Statistical Divisions with the
majority living in the Far North Division. By contrast, almost half (44.8
per cent) of the total population of Queensland was located in the
Brishane Statistical Division with the next highest proportion located in
the Moreton Statistical Division.

GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION

Since World War II, Queensland’s urban population has grown strongly.
At the 1991 Population Census, 79.2 per cent of people connted were in
urban areas compared with 59.7 per cent of the population in 1947.

The rural population, having dropped te 373,392 in 1971, increased
to 616,707 by 1991, with 117,642 persons in small rural localities of
between 200 and 999 people.

Queensland’s population is the least centralised of all the mainland States
of Australia, with 45.7 per cent of the population living in Brishbanc
Statistical Division at 30 June 1992,

Notwithstanding the relatively decentralised nature of population
distribution in Queensland, 62,6 per cent of the population resided in the
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Statistical Divisions of Brisbane and Morcton in the south-eastern corner
of the State. at 30 June 1992,

5.5 ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPULATION, AT 30 JUNE 1992

Capitat City

State Total statistical division
0 w0 %
New South Wales 5,938.7 3,699.8 62.1
Victoria 4.448.8 31779 714
Queensland 30305 1,3855 457
South Australia 1.456.4 1,065.3 73.1
Western Australia 1.657.1 1,205.3 72.7
Tasmania 469.8 188.3 40.1

Sensrce: Australian Demographic Statistics (3101.0).

5.6 POPULATION AND GROWTH IN STATISTICAL DIVISIONS,
QUEENSLAND, AT 30 JUNE 1993

Average

Estimared Pruportion annuat

resident of growth rate,

Statistical division popidation Queenstand 1988 to 1993
Nen % 2

Brisbane and Morcion 1,952,832 62.7 2.7
Wide Bay-Bumnett 208,971 6.7 33
Darling Downs 200,959 6.5 1=
South-West 24,159 0.9 0.1
Fitzray 175,638 56 1.6
Ceniral-West 13,232 0.4 —14
Mackay 114,340 3.7 1.6
Northern 188,945 6.1 1.5
Far North 190,263 6.1 24
MNorth-West 37,999 1.2 .2
Queensland (a} 3,112,597 100.0 2.6

{a) Including persons not counted elsewhere. e.g. off-shore areas and migratory.
Sources: Estimated Resident Population (3212.3). Demography (3311.3).

5.7 POPULATION AND GROWTH IN STATISTICAL DISTRICTS,
QUEENSLAND, AT 30 JUNE

Estimated resident population

Average annuul
growth rate,

Statistical district 1088 1993 1988 to 1993

No. No. S
Gold Coast-Tweed (a) 242,283 299,870 44
Sunshine Coast 97.625 133,306 6.4
Bundaberg 45,375 52,267 29
Rockhampton 61,497 65,868 14
Gladstone 31,424 35,055 2.2
Mackay 50,867 55,772 1.9
Townsville 110,326 121.581 2.0
Cairns 79,103 92,830 33

(ay Including that part in New South Wales.
Source: Estimated Resident Population and Arca (3202.3).
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[n Brisbane City, the population growth rate continues to be below the
Quecensland average. However, local government areas on the periphery
of the Brisbane Statistical Division {Logan City, Redland Shirc and parts
of the Shires of Albert, Beaudesert, Caboolturc, Morcton and Pine Rivers)
have all experienced strong growth, with young familics moving to ouler
suburban and semi-rural areas to take advantage of the greater availability
of suitable land at lower prices.

Moreton Statistical Division continues to experience the highest growth
rate in Queensland. The Gold and Sunshine Coasts are the major growth
areas although areas near the border of Brisbane Statistical Division have
also grown strongly in recent years.

COMPONENTS OF CHANGE

Changes in the popnlation are caused by increases or decreases in the
four components of population change: births, deaths, overseas
migration and interstate migration. Although the birth rate has been
decreasing over recent years, Queensland continnes to maintain a
high level of population growth dne to net migration gain.

Registration of births is the responsibility of the Quecnsland State
Registrar-General’s office and is based on data provided by one of the
parents.

5.8 BIRTHS, QUEENSLAND

1971 1o 1981 ro
Particulars 1981 (a) 1990 (a} 19971 1992
Males 18,819 21,091 22,564 23,600
Females 17,828 19,882 21,596 22,640
Tatal 35,647 40,974 44,160 46,240
Sex ratio of births (b) 105.6 106.1 104.5 104.2
Crude birth rate (c) 17.9 157 14.8 15.2

{a) Average of annual pumbers and rales.  (B) Number of male hirths o every 100} female births,
{(c) Births per 1,000 mean vstimated resident population.

Source: Demograpby {(3311.3).

Apart from minor fluctuations, crude birth rates for Queensland have been
declining steadily over the last 25 years. However, numbers of births
have been gradually increasing, primarily as a function of the increase in
the population.

The number of male births to every 100 female births (sex ratio) has
varied little from year to year.

The total fertility rate for Quecnsland has also been decreasing steadily
over the past 25 years, This rate, which measures the total number of
children 1,000 women would be expected to bear in their lifetimes, has
now been consistently below the long-term replacement level of 2,100
since 1978. There is no immediate danger of population decline due to
the high fertility of previcus generations and net migration gain.
However, the age distribution of the population is altering substantially




Deaths

Population

hecause the propertion of elderly people in the population is continually
growing and the proportion of children is continnally decreasing.

FERTILITY RATE, QUEENSLAND
Rate
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5.9 AGE-SPECIFIC BIRTH AND FERTILITY RATES, QUEENSLAND

1976 10 1981 0 1986 10
Farticufars 1981 {a) 1985 (a} 1998 {a) 1992
Age-specific birth raies (b)
Age group {years)
15-19 381 342 254 26.5
20-24 127.5 115.2 90.9 849
25-29 143.5 1478 138.2 134.2
30-34 711 79.0 881 100.1
3534 243 25.0 274 34.6
40)-44 54 4.7 4.4 5.3
45-49 03 (L3 03 QL3
Total fertility rate 2051 2,029 1,873 1,930
Net reproduction rate 0.97 .96 0.90 093

{(a) Awvcrage of annual rates, (b} Births per 1,000 women in cach age group.
Source: Demography (3311.3).

The fertility rate has been affccted by the significant decrease in the
average family size in the last 20 years. While 16 per cent of the married
mothers in 1972 had previously had three or more children, only 8 per
cent were in this category in 1992. A number of factors bave contributed
to this decrease, such as the availability of more efficient birth cantrol
methods which allows greater control over the number and timing of
children born. The average time after marriage until women have their
first child has risen from 1.6 years in 1972 to 2.3 years in 1992

In 1992 approximately 13 in every 1,000 confinements resulted in
multiple births with live-born issue.

There were 20,496 deaths of Queensland residents during 1992. This was
6.9 per cent higher than the total for 1991.

While total death rates have fallen gradually over many years, the greatest
reductions have been at the very youngest ages. The infant mortality rate
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for 1992 was 7.9 per 1,000 live hirths registered, less than half the
it was 20 vears ago.

5.10 DEATHS, QUEENSLAND

Yeur Males Females Persons

No. Nor No.
1982 10,446 7.564 18.H0
1988 10,597 8,206 18,803
1989 11,360 9,085 20,445
1990 10,694 8,627 19321
1991 10,624 8,551 19,175
1992 11,174 9,322 20,496

figure

Crude
death

rate {a)

7.4
69
72
6.7
6.5
6.8

{a) Deaths per 1,000 mean population.
Source: Demography (3311.3),

CRUDE DEATH RATE AND INFANT DEATH RATE, QUEENSLAND

Rate
R -12
S . 10
/’/ \_]nfant death rute (a) .
R -,
. T .
.\_\\-\_ s
___ Crude death rate (b) T
@

1982 1983 19%4 1985 108 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

{a) Dreaths per 1,00K) live hieths. (b] Deaths per 1460 mcan population.

5.11 AGE-SPECIFIC %EATH RATES {a} BY MARITAL STATUS,

UEENSLAND, 1981

Widowed or

Purticulars Never married Married r divorced
Males
15-44 1.7 11 26
45-54 99 32 6.7
55-64 24.6 9.6 18.0
65 + 66.5 381 772
Females
15-44 0.6 0.5 1.1
45-54 5.5 2.1 a7
55-64 9.7 51 8.0
514

65 + 44.0 17.9

{a) Deaths per 1,000 estimated resident population at 30 JTune, for each age group by sex.
Sources: Deaths, unpublished dals Census of Population and Housing,.

The death rates for married people of both sexes are lower than those for

people not married,
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AGE-SPECIFIC DEATH RATE, MALES TO FEMALES RATIO,
QUEENSLAND 1992

Ralio
-4

o

sy 3539 55.59 ' 7579 85 and

Ape (vears) over

5.12 EXPECTATION OF LIFE (YEARS), QUEENSLAND, 1992

At age {vears) Muales Females

n T4.41 £0.20

1 7408 79.75
10 65.30 70,97
20 55.62 6l.15
30 46.24 51.46
) 36.82 41.76
A 27.59 3232
6} 19.20 23.41
65 13.53 19.26
F 12.29 15.35
B0 718 8.76

Sewrce: Deaths (3312.3)

A measure often used to indicate changes in the health status of a
community or to make comparisons between communities is life
expectancy. This is the number of years that a person can, on average,
expect to live past his/her present age and is based on death rates of the
population,

Because of the relatively lowet mortality rates for females, life expectancy
is greater for females than for males ar each age. Girls born in
Queensland in 1992 have a life expectancy of over 5 years more than boys
born in the same year.

5.13 MEDIAN AGE AT DEATH, QUEENSLAND

Year Males Females
1960 67.8 714
1970 68.0 74.2
1980 69.2 76.3
1990 719 78.0
1991 71.9 78.4

1992 721 787

Source: Deaths (3312.3),

The number of people coming to Australia io settle is subject to
government control and varies from year to year according to economic
conditions and government policy. In the last 20 years, the number of
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people settling in Queensland reached a low of 4,700 in 1976. However,
in the 1980s, settler arrivals in Queensland have fluctuated between a low
of 8,750 in 1984 and a record high of 23,020 in 1988.

5.14 OVERSEAS MIGRATION, QUEENSLAND

Departures
Settlers Former
Year arriving sefilers Toral Net gain
1970 11,470 2,190 3.350 7,920
1080 12,500 1,620 2,970 9,530
1985 10,030 1.8%0 3.350 6,080
1990 15,390 3.090 6,420 8,970
1991 r 16,420 2.960 5,530 10,890
1992 . 13,220 2.820 5,340 7.880)

Source: Overseas Adrivals and Depantures (3404.0).

The nomber of Australian residents departing permanently has not varied
significantly in recent years.

5.15 SETTLER ARRIVALS BY COUNTRY OF BIRTH, QUEENSLAND

Country of birth 1992
Oceania and Antarctica 3,280
EBurope and USSR 3,020
Middle East and North Africa 140
South-East Asia 1,550
North-East Asia 3,900
Southern Asia 410
Northern America 450
South America, Central America and Caribbean 190
Africa (excluding North Africa) 280
Total (a) 13,226

{a} Including not stated.
Sowrcer Overseas Arrivals and Departures (3404.0).

5.16 OVERSEAS-BORN PERSONS IN STATISTICAL DIVISIONS,
QUEENSLAND, AT 6 AUGUST 1991

Tonal averseas born

Statistical division Number Per cenr
Brisbane 273,738 205
Maoreton 107,188 2019
Widc Bay-Burnett 19,288 9.9
Darling Downs 14,187 1.6
South-West 1,201 4.3
Fitzroy 15,260 9.1
Central-West 753 5.5
Muckay 12,373 109
Northern 23171 12.6
Far North 35,802 17.7
North-West 4,609 I8
Queensland (a) 508,114 17.1

{a) Including persons not counted elsewhere, e.g. off-shore areas and migratory.
Sowrce: Census of Population and Housing,
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Marriages

Asian countries provided the largest number of settlers to Queensland in
1992 (44 per cent of all settlers). The largest proportion of Asian settlers
were from Hong Kong.

New Zealand was the largest source country of settlers to Queensland in
1992 (20.4 per cent of all setilers). New Zealand overtook the United
Kingdom and Ireland, which was the largest source in 1991

Apart from the south-east corner of the State, relatively larger proportions
of overseas-born persons were found in Far North, Northern and
North-West Statistical Divisions. The lowest proportions were found in
the inland Statistical Divisions of South-West and Ceniral-West.

In postwar years, Queensland has tended to gain population from the other
States and Territories. Since the earty 1970s this trend has intensified.

INTERSTATE MIGRATION GAIN, QUEENSLAND

Thousand

J’ 60
A 50

N
v | 30

. _ Lo

. " 10

J0R2.83 | 198485 | 19RG8T 198889 1960-91 159263

Since 1987, Queensland has continued to receive net estimated interstate
migration gains, mainly from New South Wales and Victoria. The
estimated gains to Queensiand from Victoria have increased substantially
since 1990, while gains from New South Wales have remained steady.

MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES

In 1992 the Queensland marriage rate and the divorce rate had
stabilised. The trend towards marrying at an older age has continued.

There were 20,316 marriages registered in Queensland during 1992.
This is the highest number ever recorded and represents the seventh
successive year in which the number of marriages has increased.

The crude marriage rate has been relatively constant in recent years.
However, over the last 20 years, in keeping with the national trend, there
has been a consistent decline in the proportion of Queenslanders marrying.

The overall increase in age at marriage for brides and bridegrooms, since

1966, is partly due to the postponcment of first marriages with many
people preferring to further their education, establish careers and to pursue
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a more independent lifestyle before taking on the responsibility of
marriage.  Other factors are the increasing number of de facto
relationships and the lessening of the social stigma attached (o unmarried
motherhood as evidenced by the sharp increase in the rate of ex-nuptial
hirths during the last decade.

5.17 MARRIAGES, QUEENSLAND

Number Crude rate (a}
Pariod Old Australiu Otd Austrafia
1980 17,157 109,240 7.6 7.4
1983 17,810 113,751 6.4 7.2
198y 19,088 117,176 6.8 7.0
1990 19,671 116,959 6.8 6.9
1991 19,844 113,809 6.7 6.6
1992 20316 114,752 6.7 6.6

{a) Marriages per 1,00 mean pupulation.
Sowrces: Marriages (33060} Demography (3311.3),

The increase in the number of people remarrying has also contributed (o
the rise in the median age at marriage.

Particatars 1976 1981 1986 19971 r
Males
13-19 13.1 17 3.1 2.2
20-24 1424 9910 67.9 34.7
25-29 1447 1272 1019 o749
Females
15-19 61.8 41,2 17.7 11.1
20-24 206.8 1549 115.3 8R8.2
25-29 1412 127.6 1152 113.0

{iy Per 1003 of the population previously never married.
Senirces: Demngraphy (3311.3). Censuses of Fopulation and Housing,

The greatest increase over the past 20 years is in the remarriage of
divorcees. [n 1972, 6.2 per cent of persons marrying had been previously
divorced, compared with 22.8 per cent in 1992. One of the main factors
influencing this rise was the introduction, in 1976, of the Family Law Act
which reduced the grounds for divorce to one — irretricvable breakdown
of marriage. This subsequently resulted in an increase in the numbers of
people divorcing and hence a corresponding increase in the number of
divorcees remarrying,

5.19 PROPORTIONS OF PEOPLE MARRYING, QUEENSLAND

{per cent)
Year Never married Widowed Divorced
1975 879 35 8.6
198(} 740 35 19.5
1985 758 29 21.3
1960 747 27 22.5
1991 731 2.6 223

1992 4.5 2.7 228

Source: Demography (3311.3).
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Divaorces

MEDIAN AGE AT MARRIAGE, QUEENSLAND

All bridegrooms

e T Al brides
T

- 7T Never married brides

20

] R 2L B S— .
1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

Over the last 10 years, males have shown a slightly higher tendency to
remarry than femalcs. Between 1982 and 1992, more divorced males
remarried than divorced females.

The Family Law Act 1975, which instituted the Family Court of Australia,
came into operation on 5 January 1976, replacing the Australian
Muatrimonial Causes Act 1959.

A large peak in the crude divorce rate occurred in 1976, indicating the
large number of divorces granted during the first year of operation of the
Family lLaw Act. The rates have decreased since then but arc still
significantly higher than rates attained in years prior fo 1976, reflecting
the comparative ease of obtaining a divorce under the Family Law Act
rather than under the earlicr Matrimonial Causes legislation.

The median age at divorce has been increasing for several years. The
tendency towards deferral of marriage by younger persons, and the
growing proportions of people divorcing more than once, are contributing
factors which have led to this increase. The median age of husbands who
divorced in 1992 was 39.2 years at the time of their divorce compared
with 36.2 vears for wives.

5.20 DIVORCES (2}, QUEENSLAND

Particulars 1989 1964} 1904 Fo2
Divorces granted 7,123 8.509 8,934 8,954
Median duration of marriage {vears) 10.5 104 10.9 11.0
Diverces involving children 4,244 5,058 5322 5.176

(2) Including cases heard ar Lismore (New South Wales).
Source: Dempgraphy (3311.3).

In 1992, 18.2 per cent of males and 17.1 per cent of females who divorced
had been previously divorced. In 1987, the corresponding proportions for
husbands and wives were lower at 16.0 per cent and 14.7 per cent,
respectively.
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POPULATION PROJECTIONS

Queensland’s population is projected to increase from approximately 3.1
million in 1993 to between 4.1 and 4.3 million by the year 2011 and
between 5.4 and 6.2 million by 2041. The population is expected to grow
at a declining rate in the future, The population increased by 2.7 per
cent from 1992 to 1993, but this is projected to decline to an average
annual growth rate of between 1.6 and 1.8 per cent in the period 1993 to
2011 and between 0.9 and 1.2 per cent during the years 2011 to 2041.

Population projections illustrate the change in the population which would
oceur if various assumptions about future demographic trends prevail over
the projection period. Alternative projections are prepared in recognition
of the uncertainty of these assumptions.

5.21 PROJECTED POPULATION DISTRIBUTION, STATES AND TERRITORIES,

30 JUNE

{per cent}
State or Territory 1903 2011 2041
New South Wales 34.0 33.0-33.5 319352
Victoria 253 23.6-24.0 21.2-22.7
Quecnsland 17.6 19.7-20.2 21.8-23.5
South Australia 83 7.5-7.0 6.4-6.8
Western Australia 95 10.0-10.2 10.7-11.2
Tasmania 27 2.4-2.5 1922
Northern Territory L0 1.0-1.1 1012
ACT 1.7 1.8-1.9 1.8.22

Sources:  Australian Demographic Statistics (310105, Projections of the Populutions (3222.07).

5.22 PROJECTED EXPECTATION OF LIFE, QUEENSLAND

Expectaiion of life at age(years)

Particulars f) 20 65 85
Males
1992 (actual} 74.6 557 13.6 5.1
2031 788 593 17.7 58
2041 79.6 &0.0 18.1 59
Females
1992 {actual) 805 61.3 19.3 6.2
2031 842 643 216 7.4
2041 849 632 222 7.7

Sources; Projections of the Populations (3222.0). Deaths {3302.0).

Distribution of the population between the States and Territories of
Australia is projected to change, with Queensland, Western Australia and
the two Territorics each expected to increase their share of the population.

Although Queensland’s population is projected to continue growing, there
will be an increasing reliance on migration to maintain this growth. With
decreasing birth rates and increases in the elderly population,
Queensland’s natural increase (births minus deaths) is projected to
decrease from 26,009 in 1993 to between 4,500 and 22,200 in 2041.

With mortality ratcs assumed to continue decreasing, the expectation of
life is projected to increase. As an example, a 65 year old man retiring in
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the year 2031 is prejected to have 13 per cent more time left to live than
his present-day counterpart.

As a consequence of people’s longer life expectations and the declining
birth rates, the median age of the population of all States and Territories
is projected to increase significantly.

Associated with the projected ageing of the population arc changes to the
proportion of the population in the various age groups, such as the 0 to 14
years and 65 years and over.

Of particular interest is the projected fluctuation in the dependency ratio,
which measures the number of children (0 to 14 years) and elderly (65
years and over) per 100 persons of working age (15 to 64 years). The
dependency ratio is projected to decline gradually from 50.2 in 1993 to
48.4 in 2006, before rising in the following vears to reach between 62.2
and 64.6 in the year 2041. The initial decline will be due to the decrease
in the proportion of children in the population outweighing the increase in
the proportion of the elderly. However, once the baby boom generation
begins to tum 65 years of age, their effect will outweigh the decreasing
proportion of children, resulting in the rise after 2006 of the dependency
ratio.
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The results of the generally slower employment growth in Queensland
in 1992 became apparent in 1993 in high unemployment rates. In the
first half of 1994 the sitnation improved with streng growth in the
number employed and a fall in the number of unemployed persons.

THE LABOUR FORCE

Over the 12 months to May 1994, Queensland, in trend terms,
experienced strong labour force growth, increasing 48,000 to
1,568,200 persons. Employment increased 57,600 to 1,421,100 over
the same period, while the number of unemployed persons decreased
9,700 to 147,000 persons. This has resulted in an unemployment rate
of 9.4 per cent in May 1994, 0.9 percentage points lower than in May
1993, The Queensland labour force participation rate increased (.2
percentage points to 63.6 per cent over the 12 months to May 1994,

6.1 LABOUR FORCE: TREND SERIES, QUEENSLAND

At May Persons Participation rafe

kit %
1989 1.363.5 63.2
1490 1,429.1 64.4
1991 1,441.8 63.5
1992 1,480.4 63.5
1993 1,520.2 63.4
1994 1,568.2 63.6

Stwerce: The Labour Foree {6201.3).

6.2 LABOUR FORCE STATUS OF THE POPULATION ({a):
TREND SERIES, QUEENSLAND

Unemplovinent

At May Empioved Unemployed rate
‘oG 000 %

1989 12711 92.5 6.8
1990 1,319.8 109.3 7.7
1991 1,295.5 1463 101
1992 1,326.9 1535 10.4
1993 1,363.5 156.7 10.3
1994 1,421.1 147.0 9.4

(4} Civilians aged 15 years and over.
Sowrce: The Labour Force (6201.3),

The civilian labour force in Queensland in trend terms was estimated to
be 1,568,200 persons at May 1994, having risen by 48,000 persons, or 3.2
per cent, in the previous 12 months. The proportion of civilians aged 15
vears and over who participated in the labour force was 63.6 per cent with
the male rate being 74.6 per cent compared with 52.9 per cent for females.
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Approximately 47 per cent of Queensland’s cmployed population lived in
the Brisbane Major Statistical Region (BMSR). While the participation
rates for the BMSR and the balance of Queensland were only slightly
different from the Statc average (63.0 per cent), the fluctuations within the
smaller regions in May 1994 were wider than they were in May 1993. At
May 1994, the Far North Region had the highest participation rates in the
non-metropolitan part of the State at 83.( per cent for males, 59.4 per cent
for females and 71.7 per cent for persons. This compares with the Wide
Bay-Burneit Region which had the lowest participation rate for total
persons (57.9 per cent), while Mackay, Fitzroy and Central-West had the
lowest participation rate for males (69.1 per cent). Mackay, Fitzroy and
Central-West, together with Wide Bay-Bumett, had the lowest
participation rate for females (46.8 per cent).

Approximately half of the labour force was in the 25 to 44 years age
group with the 15 to 24 years range and those 45 years and over being
almost similarly rtepresented at 22.9 per cent and 27.8 per cent,
respectively. Over 82 per cent of persons in the labour force were bom
in Australia and approximately 61 per cent were married.

The total number of employed persons in trend terms at May 1994 was
1,421,100, which is an increase of 57,600 compared with the figure
recorded 12 months earlier. The number of males employed increased by
32 600 over the 12 months and the number of females employed increased
by 25.000.

Approximately 43 per cent of cmployed women worked part-time
compared with just over 11 per cent of males. The number of males
working part-time rose by 11,000 over the 12 months to reach 91.600 and
the number of women working part-time rose by 13,500 to 254,200. Of
women working pari-time, approximately 66 per cent werc married
compared with 37 per cent of women working {ull-time.

6.3 EMPLOYED PERSONS (a) BY INDUSTRY, QUEENSLAND, MAY 1894

Males Females
Industry division Number fer cent Number Per cent
o0 ‘000

Agriculture, forestry, fishing

and hunting 571 6.9 25.8 4.3
Mining 15.0 1.8 =23 *04
Manufacturing 137.3 16.7 42.2 7.1
Electricity, gas and water 127 L5 =13 * (2
Construction 110.6 13.4 19.1 32
Wholesale and retail trade 160.2 19.4 153.5 256
Transport and storage 38.1 7.0 16.4 27
Communication 12.7 1.3 6.1 1.0
Finance, properly and

business services 77.0 93 75.6 12.6
Public administration

and defence 36.2 4.4 18.0 a0
Community services 92.0 11.2 166.9 27.9
Recreation, personal

and other scrvices 55.4 6.7 7.7 12.0

Total 8242 100.0 399.0 100.0

{(#) Civilians aged 13 years and over.
Sowrce: The Labour Force (5201.3),
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REGIONAL PARTICIPATION RATES, QUEENSLAND, MAY 1994
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Unempioyment

The wholesale and retail trade division provided the highest number of
jobs overall. This industry division was the largest employer of males
with 160.200 or 19.4 per cent and had the second highest level of female
cmployment at 153,500 {25.6 per cent). The greatest number of females,
166.900 or 27.9 per cent, were employed In the community services
industry division. The manufacturing division was the second highest
source of jobs for males, employing 137,300, Since May 1993 there has
been some change in the distribution of employment across industries.
Most industry divisions have had increases in employment while mining,
public administration and defence, and transport and storage have had
minor decreases. ‘Therc have been significant increases in finance,
property and business services (22.000), manufacturing (13,000),
community services (10.900), construction (10,600) and wholesale and
retail trade {10,600).

6.4 EMPLOYED PERSONS (a) BY OCCUPATION, QUEENSLAND, MAY 1994

Mules Femules
Oceupation group Number Per cent Number Per cent
N O

Maunagers and administrators 112.7 127 332 5.5
Professionals 88.7 0.8 724 12.1
Paraprofessionals 40.5 49 335 2.6
Tradespersons 203.4 247 214 3.6
Cletks 313 R 1714 28.6
Salespersons and personal

service workers 83.5 .4 169.8 283
Plant and machine operators

and drivers 887 LR 12.3 2.1
Lahourers and related workers 1534 18.0 85.1 14.2

Total 824.2 1300 599.0 100.0

{a) Civilians aged 15 years and over.
Sewercer The Labour Foree (6201.3).

Tn May 1994, 203,400 or approximately 25 per cent of working men were
classified as tradespersons compared with 21,400 (3.6 per cen<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>