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“In addition to the expenditure on housing accommodation, the
fightes in the tables on pages 32 and 33 shew that, on the average,
the expenditure on food in country districts is considerably in excess
of that in metropolitan districts. This feature is also shewn in the
individual income and family groups. Expenditure on clothing per
family is also somewhat higher in fhe country than the metropolitan
districts, but it must be remembered that this investigation relates
largely to skilled and unskilled labour. If all industrial and social
classes, had been included a different result might very likely have been
obtained. There is but little difference in the expenditure on fuel and
light in the two groups, but expenditure on ‘i Other Items” is slightly
greater in country than in metropolitan districts,

SECTION VII—INCOME AND EXPENDITURE OF FAMILIES
OF DIFFERENT STRUCTURE.

1. General.—The analyses which have previously been given in
this report of the budget returns embraced the results of the whole
of the 392 families. In order to present results of income and expen-
diture of families of certain definite_structure, tabulations were made
of two groups of families, viz., those comprising (a) father, mother,
and three children under the age of 14 years, and (b) father, mother,
and two children under the age of 14 years. For these purposes it
was found that of the 392 budgets received, 54 families were included
in the former group, and 33 in the latper. As these numbers were
considered to be somewhat small for the four-fold income division
adopted in {he previous analysis, it was decided bo include those
families having incomes of £4 and over with those having £3 10s.
and under £4, and to thus present the results in three income groups,
instead of four, as previously.

The following table shews the number of families included in the
average weekly income and expenditure, and the difference between
the two for each class of family and in each income group:—

Expenditure on Living, November, 1913,—fieneral Particnlars of Income and
Expenditure for Pamilies of diiferent Structure.

Total ¥0. of
Farmlies.

Famities having Weekly Incomes of— Income.

Expencliture. \ Infference.

FamicteEs CoMPRISING FaTHER, MoTHER, AND Two CHILDREN UNDER 14.

£ & £ & 8. d.

Under £3 . . ‘- . . 21 210 2| 2 10 10 3
£3 and under £3 10s, . . . 15 ‘|3 3 11| 3 5 11| —2 B
£3 10s. and over .. . . . 18 4 16 6 4+ 15 1 ]
AL FanILiES .. .- .. - XY 3 O 3 3 9 8 0 3
FamiLies CoMeRISING FATHER, MoTHER, AND THREE CHILDREN UNDER 14.
£ moal £ a4 & il

Under £3 .. .. . .. . 0 2 11 2 2 1 3 -3 &
£3 aml under £3 10s. N . .. 12 3 4 0 I B | LI )
£% 108, aml over . .. . .. 12 4 9 6] 4 T 8 1 10
ALL FaMILIES .. N . o 33 3 9 8 3 M 4 — 8

NOLE~The minus sign denct<s excess of KX penditure over Income,
It may be seen that in both family groups the average expendi-
ture for the four weeks covered by the budgets is slightly in excess
of the income (on this matter see remarks on page 20 hereinbefore).
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The results for the la,lger family group (see la,bter part of the ta.b]e)
shew that the .average income is -only 5d. per week greater tha.n that
of the smaller family group, and the expenditure only 8d. more. This
indicates, apparently, the necessitv for -making the expendlt.ure o1t

standard of living conform to the income, more especially in the lower
income groups.

2. Analysis of Expenditure of Families of Different Structure.—
In the following table is given an analysis of the expenditure in the
five more important groups of (a} families comprising father, mother,
and two children under 14 years, 'and (b) families comprising father,
mother, and three children under 14 years of age:—

‘r" r
Expenditure on Living, November, 1913.—Analysis of Expenditure of Families of
diiferontqsuucture.

. EFAPERDITURE ON—
Familics: having | 4 verage

Weekly [ncome. Total.
Locomes i— Hounging, l l"cul'.:ﬁ‘l ~Clothing- F]‘)‘ieglht‘"d [‘t.):#\g
Fa:mhes compriging Father, Mother, and Two Children under 14.
Exl'PNDITURE
£ 8 & 4 £ 8 B d. 5 il £ h d] &8 d
Un<ler £3 210 2 8 4 1 1 7 4 b 210 U 13 9 210 10
£9 & undfer €3 ll}‘i 31311 m 6 T & &5 ] 3 & 017 6% 511
£3 M. and over 416 6 1k 4 113 6|17 & 211 1 ¢ 3 415 1
Gienerl Averngo a0 3 4 5 1 7 % 10 o 30 1 v 0; 8 9 8
PERCENTAGE 0¥ TOTAL EXPENDITURE.
per ¢ent. | per vent, | per cent. | per vent. | per cemb. | pbér vent.
Under £3 . N 16.23 4246 260 507 2705 10
£3 & wadler 43 108 . 16.03 48.56 13.65 531 26,50 100
£3 148, and over . .58 47.38 18.32 3.07 30.76 100
dencral Avernge i. 13.52 39.11 14.35 S 28,71 100
Families comprising Father, Mother, and Three Children under 14,
E XPENDITURE.
£ 6 d nod £ 8 U g. 4L Bl e & £ 6 d
Umiler £3 211 2 6 B 1 7 @ T 7 3 0 012 0; 216 g
£3 &vnder£5108) 3 4 U 1w 2 1 5 9 B & 21 nie k| 3 3 1
£3 10s, sl over FR I 13 B 1 911 13 7 2 8 186 %] 4 7 8§
General, Averwge 3 9 8 0 4 177 10 19 2 11 018 8| 310 4
PERCENTAGE ON.Torar ExPENDITURE.
cent. | per cent. | per cent. per ¢ent. | per cent. | per cept.
Under £1 . p?ﬁ.?ﬂ 47,65 13,38 6.038 2118 100
£3 & wler £3 108 .. 16.05 PO . 1342 £d47 240 - 1 -
£3 103, amwl over . 1502 3412 1778 314 20,94 140
Henersd Average . 14.60 30,22 L3 40 4.15 26,54 o

Comparing these results with the corresponding figures for all
families given on page 19, it will be seen that the average income
for each of the above groups (£3 9s. 3d. and £3 9s. 8d. respectively) is
less ¢han that (£3 16s. 8d.) fer all families included in the inguiry,
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while the corresponding expenditures (£3 9s. 8d. and £3 10s. 4d. re-
spectively) are also below the average (£3 13s. 6d.). The balance left.
over affer expenditure on living is in the case of the above two family
groups very small, being 5d. in one case and 8d. in the:obther. The
general distribution of expenditure in the case of the two special family
classes does not differ greatly from the average (see page 21 heve-
inbefore). In each instance the percentage expenditures on housing
and,. clothing are somewhat above the average, while the percentage
expendlt.ures on food and fuel and light are below the average. As
regards expenditure on other items in the smaller family group, the

percentage is slightly higher, and in the larger family group, lower;
than the average.

In the different incorae groups shewn in the above table, the ab-
solute expendltule on all branches extept. “fuel and light’” increases

as the incomes increase. This feature is specially marked in respect
to clothing and other items, -

f

3. Conclusion,—TIt is to be regretted that in an inquiry of such
importance, and so. closely touching the inberests of the niajoriby of
the community, the response of the public in furnishing budgets of
income and expenditure has been so limited. In a similar mquiry
carried out-in the United States of America in 1902; data were ohtained
as to cost of living for ‘one year from 25,440 famlhes, 1epresent1ng‘
124,108 persons. ~Many interesting 111\rest1gab10ns and 1Important
analysis could thus be carried out. Again in Germany, in 1907, sche-
dules were distributed to 4134 families, of which 960, or 93.9 per
cent., filled in the particulars for the full period of twelve months,
while 699 families, or 16.9 per cent., persevered for from six fo eleven
months. The results of the inquiry in Australia compare very unfavour-
ably with those in.the countries mentioned, only 417, or nearly 6 per
gent., on the total number, 7004, distributed having been returned. The
result in those countries where the people respond willingly to inquiries
of this nature is that a better knowledge of sociological and economic
conditions' is- acquired, and the possibility of -directing national de-
velopment on scientific lines is enhanced. In the United States and
Germany especdially, it appears that the masses of the community are
beginning to realise that, in so far as sociological knowledge can con-
tribute to national success, that people have the position of advantage
whose investigators discover the largest body -of scientific truth, and
whiose practical men are the most prompt in the applicalion of it in
social organisation. A movement has recently been set on foot for an
mqulry into the cost of living on am internabional basis. If such an
inquiry is carried out in all its bearings the results should go far
towards elucidating several important matters in regard to which the
information at present available is meagre and unsatisfactory,



