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2. Avera,ge Incomes,—The fo]lowmg table shews. the average
weekly income for each of the family and income groups specified, and
also the general average for all families for which ‘budgels were re-
ceived i—

Expenditurs on Living, November, 1913, —Average Incomes of Families.

FAMILIE3 HAVING -WEEKLY ENCOME OF—

PARTICULARS, Unler £3. 13 gg(lulil;}der K £i|1}l{:r ;’Pd £l and over, |Generst

Average

5 4 ond - 4 :u;d 3 and . | 4 and
Over 4. uiler, Over 4. %.under. Over 4. umler. Over 4" under.

£ s A )8 B £ s O£ s A [E 4 QR s A lE s 4§ s d | o8 4
Av. Weokly : N

Income (210 R0 |2 10 2|3 4 Q'S 4 7314 0513 25 2100512 6|31 8

Owing to the difference in the .classification of income groups be-
tween the present inquiry and that of 1810-11, direct comparisons as
to amount of income in family groups cannot be made. It may be
mentioned, however, that the genmeral average income of all families
comprised in the earlier investigation was £4 13s. 1d., an amount con-
siderably in excess of the average in the present inquiry. This excess
‘has, of course, an important beariug on any comparisens which can
be made between the results of the two inquiries. Taking first the in-
come group of over £200 a year in 1910-11, the average weekly Inconie
of families of over four members was £6 7s 11d., and of families of
four members and under was £6 16s. 4d. In the oiher income group
{£200 and under) the average weekly income of the larger family group
was £3 la. 11d., and of the smaller, £2 18s. 5d.

-
- SECTION V.—EXPENDITURE.

1. Relation to Income.—The average weekly expenditure of the
399 families is summarised in the table hereunder, together with the
incomes as shewn in the preceding table:— :

Expenditure on Living, November,' 1913.—Relation of Income to Expenditure.

s »
FAMILIES HaVING WEEKLY INCONES OF— .
. £3 o und £3 10s. and General -
aml muler . A \ . Avenie
PANTICULARS. Under £3. 25 108, wndet £4. _E4 and over. ;o?:zfl
i ) Families.
. 4 und - 4 and 4 and 4 and
over &1 “yicler. ver 4. undler. Qvet 4. under. Over 4. under.
|
U s g-w g o8 Ale m a® s Al s L|E s g s A4€ & d
1ncome Lotz io 293 4 93 4 T ELLON 1% 2)F 21075 12 60 a0 3
Expenditure |2 16 1 |2-11. G502 6 43 8 2313108 8 ) 7416 3 (413 2)313 6
TMFFCRENCE | —5.3* [ —1 7% -=1 7#0 1 5[0 0 20 4 70 6 7|0 1% 40 3 2

* The negative sign mndicates excess of expenditure over income.
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-From the above table it may be seen that, in some cases, there was,
on the average for the period under review, an excess of expenditure
over income. This is especially noticeable in the lower income groups,
the average weekly deficiency for the four weeks covered by the in-
quiry of families of over four members and having incomes of under
£3, amountmg te as much as 5s. 3d. The number of families included.
in this group is 45, and of these only 15 shew an excess of income over
expenditure (the average saving per week being 4s, 2d.}, while 29 shew-
an excess of expenditure over income (the average excess heing 10s.
6d. per week per family), and in one case the income isequal to the ex-
penditure. The excess of expenditure over income in the 2% families.
is accounted for in different ways, Th the most flagrant case the aver.
age weekly expenditure was £4 4s. 4d., while the income was £2 2s.
1d., the reason given for the extravagance of this ménage (which con-
sisted of husband, wife, daughter, and one boarder} being “ two lady
visitors for 12 days.” In another case (in Herberton) a man (having a.
wife and three young children) earned £2 14s. and spent on the aver.
age £4 16s. 8d. a week, the weekly expenditure on food alone being
£2 Ts, 1d. In this case the weekly expendlture on bread averaged T7s.
4d., on meat 6s. 11d., butter and’cheese 6s. 2d., milk 4s. 4d., and.
vegeta.bles 3s. 7d. In other cases. in which the ex'pendlt.ure exceeded.
the income the following instancés may be mentioned, viz., (2} a
family in receipt of £2 17s, 6d. paid at the rate of £1 per week as in-
stalment. on house; (b} a family in receipt of £2 1da, per week ex-
pended £5 16s. 6d. on clothing alone during the four weeks covered hy
the inquiry; (c) in another case want of constant work was given as
the reason. Analogous vemarks apply, though to a less extent, to the.
other groups in which expenditure exceeds income.

It must be confessed that the explanations given as to the reasons
for excess 6f expenditure over income do not in all cases appear satis-
factory, and cannot be wholly accepted. There is no reason to believe
that the month of November was in any way an abnormal month, and
though it is only natural to expect that in a period so short as four
‘weeks, the expenditure would exceed the income in a few individual
cases, owing to extra expenditure on such items as clothing or periodic
supplies of certain commaodities, the average results for a group should
conceal these special cases. The three negative differences must con--
sequently be looked upon with a certain amouwnt of suspicion, and can-
not be regarded as representative in the aggregate of the sections of”
the commodity to which thy refer.

2. General Analysis of Expendifure.—Selecting what may be con-
sidered as the four most important heads of expenditure, viz., housing,,
foad, clothing, and fuel and light, and grouping all other expenditure
under the heading “ Other Items,”’ an analysis of the average weekly
expenditure is given in the following table. The results are shewn
both as actual averages and as percentages on the total expenditure :—-
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‘Expenditure on Living, November, 1913.—Analysiz of Average Weeokly Expenditure

per Family.
y - 0 Average
Families having Number Fuel Total

Weekly ol Houaing,| Food. (Glothang,| ond I(E:he; Expendi- Fersons

Incomes Of— Members. . Light. ™3 ture. Per
Fatnily.

WEEKLY E XPENDITURE.
8 o | £ 8 L 8 4 4 . | £ 8 d. £ 8 d.

Under £3 ovor 4 .. Y8 1 6 4 6 2 2 9 1211 216 1 616

4 and wnder 9 1 |1.11 & 3 2 8 |01211j211 % 328

£33& vnder £3 105] over 4 .. 6 7 L1 1] 8 @ 3 6 017 8/ 3 6 4| 6.24

4 and under 810 V1" 4.0 8 7 3 4 |018 asl3 § 2 334

£0 108, & unslergd| over 4 e 77 114 1010 © 304 o 17 4 513 10| 6.72

4 ol under T (9 18 1 2 9 1 0100 % 8 % 308

£4 amb over over 4 Lo | W04 2718 10] 14 10 311 |1 8 4418 3 686

4 and under |12 & [ 1712 0] 14 O 3 9 112 1413 2 3.30

GENERAL AVERAGRE ¢ 1|1 ‘10‘ 310 0 3 4 |1 010313 & 510

L
* .
PERCENTAGE ON Torar EXPENDITURE.
pat cent. pe‘l:'oent.. per ¢ent.|per <ont.|per cent.|per cent.

Under £3 over 4 va 13.37. 47.7) 10.99 4.91 23.0% 100 5.16

4 and wnder 17.55 42,19 10.15 515 24,96 100 3.28

£3 & under £3 108 over 4 .- 0.93 45.3% 13.19 5.15 20.38 100 8.34

. 4 ayul under 12,98 38.00 13.54 £.28 20,15 100 3.534

£3 108. & under £4| over a V. 10.27 47.18 14.56 4,51 23.48 100 6.72

4 and under 1L.92 42,41 11.79 4.0 30.37 100 3.08

_£4 and over over 4 o 10737 40.35 16.41 4.07 20.44 100 8.56

4 anid under 13.33 33.27 15.08 .02 34.36 100 3.30

(AENERAT, AVERAGE 12.5¢ 41.16 13.61 4.52 28.34 100 5.10

* The figares given refer to nll families, including those who owned thewr own houpes, or who lived

rent fcee.

It wiil be seen herelnafter that the average vent for those families whiclh paid rent was

_11s. 3. Sinnlarty, the average amount of stdmenta and inderegt for those familics paying Inatal-
.inents on-purchage or interest on mortgage, che., was 11s. 1l and 65 10:. respectively .

It may be seen that, disregarding the expenditure on other items,
“the cost of food is by far the most important consideration, amounting

“to over 41 per cent. of the tobal expenditure.

Next comes clothing

+(13.61 per cent.), followed closely by housing (12.36 per cent.), while

expenditure on fuel and light amounts to 4.53 per cent,

As regards

expendibure on clothing and fuel and light, the divergencies in the per-
-centagea for the several groups, classed according to income and size
of family, are not very marked, whereas the percentage expended on
food ranges from 33} to nearly 47%, being naturally higher in the

larger family groups.

The expenditure on food is again relatively
“larger in the smaller income groups, indicating that economies in ex-
penditure are primarily effected in regard to matters other than food.
"It is not unlikely, indeed, that expenditure on food alone furnishes a
standard of material well-being of considerable importance and fairly

accurate in its indications,

more economical regimen than “the prevailing one.

As the resources of the individual become
“limited, his consumption tends to be less, and the quality of his food
-coarser, though the food value need not be less, however, for a much

In Germany

-anthropometrical measurements have resulted in shewing that the
-typical man of the poorer classes, by reason of the nutritive inferiority
.of his food, is neither so corpulent .nor so heavy as the typical man of
There are, however, material differences in the German
.and Australian modes of living, and the ’

-other classes.

‘regimen’’ is less liberal.
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As regards rent the analysis of the figures is somewhat' complicated”
by the facts that a number of families included in the inquiry either
owned their own houses or lived rent-free (see paragraph 3 hereinafter)
and that, owing to the incomplete manuer in which particulars were
given in several of the budgets as to valuation, it' was found impossible
to satisfactorily estimate the “rent-equivalents” of the houses occupied
by these families. In the above table the figures shew that in each
income group hoth the actual expenditure on housing and the per-
centage on total expenditure were smaller in the larger than in the
smaller family group. This result at fitst appears scmewhat anomalous,
as it might naturally be expected that the larger families would require
larger, and therefore more expensive housing accommodation. The
apparent anomaly is, however, probably due to the fact that the
larger families expend a larger proportion of their incomes on food,
and. therefore have less left over for housing and other items. It
will Te observed that, broadly speaking, the percentage expenditure
on rent is higher in the larger income groups than in the smaller.

It will be of interest to compare the actual and relative distribution
of expenditure as disclosed by the inquiry in 1910-11 with that obtained
from the present inquiry. The following table shews accordingly the
general average weekly distribution of expenditure for all income and
family groups in 1910-11 as compared with November, 1913:—

Expenditure on Living.—3eneral Average Distribution of Weekly Expenditure,
1910-11, compared Wit_t; November, 1913, :

) ; ; x ‘Fakal
) AVELARS Houwang. ool | Clothing, 1 ﬁ:;h]tml ﬂtg;ﬁ; E&L]:IME{]..
I'saticulars, Income. L.
WEEKLY EXPENDITURE,
£ 5 4 s. . £ &4l 8l a d. £ od| £ s
innuiry, 1910-11 4 13 1 i) I 1 4 4 14 1 a2 4 112 5 410 6
> Nov.1013| 816 8 81 110 3 g © 3 4 1 010 313 &,
' PERCENTAGE ON ToTaL EXPENDITURE. |
per cent. | per centd | por cent. | per cend. | per cent. | per cont.
Inaurey 1810-11 - 13.70 20,30 12.72 3468 40n82 100
o Kov., 1013 . 12.36 41.16 13.81 4.53 28.34 100

As regards housing accommodation it will be observed that both the
actual and the percentage expenditure are somewhat less in 1913 than
in 1910-11, whereas investigations have shewn that house rent has, in
fact, increased considerably during the period between the two in-
quiries. This apparently anomalous result is due to the fact that the
percentage of persons possessing their own houses was 22.70 in the later
inguiry, as compared with 16.04 percent in that of 1910-11. As regards
food, the above figures shew a somewhat remarkable inerease, both in
actual and relative expenditure, in the inquiry of November, 1913,
when compared with that of 1910-11, with the result that since there:
is not any very material difference in the distribution of expenditure on.
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housing, clothing, fuel and light, the expenditure, both actual and re-
lative, on “ Other Items’ shews a considerable fall in the latter peried
when compared with the former. This increase in the expenditure on
food is all the more remarkable when it is considered that the average
income in the later inquiry was considerably less than that in the
carlier, .

In this connection it may be observed that the average index-
number for groceries and food for the six capital towns increased 13
per cent. between the year 1910 and November, 1913. The increase
in the expenditure on foocd during the same period, as shewn by the two
budget mqulrles, disregarding any dilference due to variation in the
average income of families included: in the inquiries, amounts to no
less than 30 per cent. This difference in the results of the two in-
quiries is therefore due mainly to two causes, viz., {a} the increase
in prices of food commodibies, and!{(h) the relatively smaller average
income in the November, 1913, inquiry, food being ordinarily the
last item on which expenditure is reduced as the income decreases,

In spite of the difference in the average income in the two in-
quiries these results are imstructive amd indicate primd facre two
things, viz.:— “

{a) That owing to the increase in,rents and to other circumstances
an increasing number of persons own their own houses, and

(b} That owing to the increased outlay necessary to provide for
the commedities included in “ Food,” restrictions have been
exercised in the expenditure on * Other ltems.”

It may be interesting to compare the results of both investigations
with the following propositions laid out by Dr. BEngel, for many years
Chief of the Royal Burean of Statistics of Prussia:—

(1.} That the greater the income the smaller the percentage of out-
lay for subsistence. This is confirmed in both inguiries.

(ii.) That the percentage of outlay for clothing is approximately
the .same, whatever the income, This proposition was con-
firmed in the 1910:11 inguniry. In the presemt inquiry, how-
ever, the percentage of expenditure on clothing shews a dis-
tinct tendency te increase as the size of income increases.

(iii.) That the percentage for lodging or rent, and ifor fuel and
light, is invariably the same, whatever the income., The
first part of this proposition is not confirmed in either of
the inquiries, as the families with smaller incomes expend a
larger percentage on housing than those with larger "in-
comes, The second part is practically conﬁrmed in _both
inquiries,

(iv.) That as the income increases in amount the percentage of out-
lay for sundries becomes greater This is conﬁrmed by both
inquiries.

ROYAL SOCIETY OF TASMANIA
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3 Housing Accommodation,—The following table gives particu-
lars of the number of families (a) owning houses unencumbered by
mortgage; (b) living rent free, i.e., having housss or quarters either
in lien of or in addition to, salary or wages; (c) owning houses, but
paying interest on mortgages thereon; (d) paying instalments om pur-
chase of house; (e) leasing houses on rent; (f) paying both interest
and instalments; (g) paying both rent and interest; and (h) paying
both rent and instalments. The abeolute numbers are shewn in addi-
tion to the percentages in each class:—

Exzpenditure on Living, November, 1913, —Particulars of Families Owning, Leasing

Houses, etc.
wo| o8] w58 W28 5 332 %n. %Y s
Families having S8 vr|Eeg ¥55) & S5 &84 A58 B2
Weckly Number of | 22 S® 285 25| | | B E| wad| wof| £'3
Incomes ol— Famulhes. é.'% =g rﬁ;‘“:'g g281 £ |8 g?ﬁ =8l = £ql B
- =] % = g ;'Fﬁ = ﬂpﬁ 4 =
=) AR 28| 2 |SEE[£%- 2R E
NuMBER oF FaMILIES,
0 B
Under £3 .. | over 4 o1 . 9 22 3 1 45
4 and under 2 . 14 31 4 2 L]
£3 & uwnder £3 10| over 4 L 11 2 6 G 18 1 .. 43
4 and under 11 .o 1 5 L 2 . 0
£3 108, & under £4] over 4 . 9 Tt 1 + 18 1 ‘. 33
4 and under 19 . i} i 1 1 24
£4 and over L] over 4 o 21 4 9 ] 40 ] 1 1 a4
4 and under 9 3 5 1 21 2 3 44
ToTAL .- .. ‘- 80 g .| 22 54 180 23 2 ki ap2

PERCENTAGE OF FaMILras.

per er per per per per per per pur

cent. | cent, | cant. | cenb. | cent. | eent. | coent. | cont. | cont.

Under £3 .| over 4 .. 2222 i oo | 20.00 [ 48,80 | 0.67 | 222 .. T
4 and under ]18.58 . L. 12378 )52.84 | 6.78 e 3.30 | 100

£3 & nnder £3 10 over 4 o[ 26.00 | 454 | 13.04 | 13,84 L4000 [ 12,27 .. .. 100
4 and under | 22,45 .. 2,04 | 10.20 | 6L23 | 408 .. . 100

£3108. & under £4] over 4 ..|enay i 3.03 |12.12 16455 | 3.08 “a N 100
4 and under |41.66 . . 25.00 | 25,04 | 417 .. 4,17 100

£4 and over |, | over 4 L2234 | 425 ) BAT | 0.57 (4256 | 05T | 10T | 147 | 100
4 and vnder | 20045 | 6.82 (11.36 | 2.27 |47.73 | 4.58 . 6.32 | 100

ToTAL e .e ..l2270 | 230 | 5.61 |18.78 |47.45 | 5.87 | 0.51 | 1.78 | 100

It may be seen from the above figures that 47.45 per cent., or
nearly one-half of the total number of families included in the in.
quiry, pay rent, and that the proportion of families leasing houses
is greater in the lower than in the higher income group. In the fol.
lowing table the average weekly amount spent on honsing accommoda-
tion by way of interest, instalments on purchase, and rent is shewn.
The last coluren shews the average weekly percentage of expenditure on
housing accommodation on total expenditure for those families which
have any expenditure on this item, that is to say, in computing the
percentages the expenditures of the 98 Families which either ¢wn their
houses or live rent free are excluded :-—
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Expenditure on Living, November, 1913, —Expenditure per Family on Housing

Accommodation.
AYBREAGE AMOUNT SPENT
WLREELY ON— 1’“’0‘;"“‘"
Familics having Number Numlrer Expendi-
lWeckly ; M otbc F o_{‘ Instal l.{,nm_on
NCotes ¢ Aombere. AmLCE. " . QUL
Interest. | P8 [ Rent, lousing
madation.
a o g il [T X Per cerit.
Under £3 .. .. | over 4 . 33 3 3 1w 7 8 7 17.26
4 amd under ... 51 4 11 9 3 o 10 19.73
£3 and under £3 103, | over ¢ .. 31 6 9 8 1 9 T 14.27
4 and under .. 38, . & 1 9 3 13 1 17.65
£5 10e. and under £4 | over 4 . 24 ¥ 3 5 8 6 [ 10 0 15.92
4 and under .. 14 2 2 2 7 0 1 18.41
£4 and over .. | over 4 .. 69 7 3 15 1 12 6 14.80
4 and under .. 32 12 2 0 6 16 10 17.57
All Families ce e 204 - 6 10 |11 1111 8 18.23
ALL FAMILIES, 1910-11 INQUIRY 165 4 7 i 1 10 13 4 17.58

It is somewhat remarkable that the average amount paid by per-
song purchasing houses by instalménts is less than the average amount
of rent paid, since the former amount must include not only interest
but also repayment of principal. This may be due partly to the fact
that rents are high and partly to the possibility that the average value
of houses occupied on lease is greater than that of houses being bought
by instalments, .

The average increase in rents in the six capital towns between the
year 1910-and the last quarter of 1913 is 23.4 per cent. The fact that
in spite of this large increase in the capital towns, the average remtal
paid by families included in the November 1913 inquiry is less than
that paid in the 1910-11 inquiry, is no doubt due to the facts—(a)
That the average income is lower in the more recent inquiry (see page
19 hereinbefore), and (b) that a far greater proportion of the families
included in that inquiry live in country districts than in the former
inquiry (see page l4 hereinbefore).

4. Ezpenditure on Food.—It is proposed to present the results
obtained from the budgets as to expenditure on food, from the follow-
ing standpoints, viz.:—(i} Average weekly expenditure per family;
(ii.) average weekly expenditure per head (unweighted); (iii.) average
weekly expenditure per head (weighted), according to sex and age
groups,

(i.) Average Weekly Ewpenditure per Family on Food.—The table
given hereunder shews the average weekly expenditure per family on each
item of food-specified in the householder’s budget, together with the
percentage of each item on the total family expenditure, classified
according to income and size of family. Comparative results for the
inquiry are also given, where possible, in the last column' But in
making any comparison between the two sets of figures, the difference
in average income and in the relative distribution of expenditure (see
pages 19 and 22, respectively,) must be borne in mind,
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Expenditure on Living, November, 1913.—Average Weekly Expendituro per Family
on variouy Ifems of Food.

FAMILIES HAVING WEEKLY INCOMES OF— f\,ﬁhf‘“‘*"(‘;};_‘
£3 and £3 105, and £4 and '
PARTIQULARS, Under £3. . ver
2 utider £3 10a. under £4 over, Nov. | 1010-
Qver |4and ] Over |4 and | Over [ 4 and | Over| 4 and 1013 | 1912
. - 4 |under| 4 |under 4° | under 4 | uniler v -
R L
WEEKLY EXPENDITURE.
ot s Al s dol s do] s s s do) Al A ] A dl
Bread . . L3 311 03 113 82 2|4 1|L11]210|2 4
Milk . . L2 Tl1tnnjew (e 1])3 o)ls 213 4|3 B|210|2 &
Floir o . L1 ol 0 4foLk (0 3|00 11 2|0 F)]010 .
Tes, Cotiee, efe. .. .1 311 9|1 3|1 02 5|1 3¢l 4|1 L]|1 3|011
Sugar . . Ll 7L 21131 21 01 4|2 0L 3|1 7)1 4
Butter aml Gheese L% g2 4|35 8|2 84 312 9]le 7l211]|% 565|211
Eygs .. . fLl 211 3|1 5|1 41 2|1 9L B{I1O(|1 § .
Bacon and Ham . Ll o o 5|0 wlo1L]o 80 B 0OIL]0 8 -
Meat . ‘e . 5 (4106 1|4 Df8 9 (510,;8 1L{5 7|8 1.6 3
Rabbits, Poultry, ete. .. |0 2|0 270 1|0 110 3}(9 L]0 3j0 3:40 2 -
Fish . .. L0 e B0 &[0 Tl T 810 SO0 7 .
Potatoes ., 1L 110 9|t g¢]0/[|1 2|1 OF1 4f40 %1 1
Frut . 1 4|1 6|1 92 0|2 8]l2 9|2 92 512 2|32
Vogetables | . ) 1 3|1 3|1 2|1 &|2 01 8|2 3|r10]|1 B
Other .. . 210 |2 4|3 5|21074 63 4|4 7|211183 8]+ ¢
TOTAL . L2890 21 10 (30 1924 O |34 10 (20 ¥ (38 10 |31 O[30 & |23 4
PERCENTAGE ON ToralL EXPENDITURE,
ver | pee T per oL per per Pt Por per
) cenb. | cent. | ¢endb. | cent. | ceng. | cent. | cent. | ¢ent. | eoent. | cent.
Bresd .. . L. ] b80 | 3.88 )| 5021 290 | 4.7 | 3.6 | 4.2¢ 06 [ 3.85 | 2.p3
Miik . ‘s o | B[ 8T0| 427 | 330 | 4006 [ 402 | S48 | 404 | 3.85 ] 3.35
Flour . ‘e . 178 | 0.97 1.233 | 406 | 113 1.00 121 | 0.63 ] 113 .
Tea, Coffee, ebc. .. o 223 ) 1os | 188 ) L5857 102 ) 182 140 | k16 f LY | Lab
sugar ve N ‘e 2820 225 | 289 | Las [ 237 | 1.} 208 [ L84 | 2.18 [ 1.67
Butter aml Checse o 565 460 ) 553 422 ) 576 401 | 476 | 3.3 65 | 3.06
Bies e e . 2.08 | 241 | 204 | 208 | 147 2.55 | 1.73 | 1.7 1.83 .
Bacon nml Ham . . 05¢ | 1,13 | .63 | LA9 { 1,24 | 108 | 069 [ 008 | 0.9 .
Mot . .. o] DA | 084 ) 007 TE2] 914 | 851 840 5007 8.28 (| G.50
Rabbits, Poultry, cte, .. | 0.30 | .32 | .18 | Q.13 | 0.34 | 12 | 036 | 0.27 | 0.23 =
Figl . .. o 089 ] 097 | 075 093 07D 073 | 078 | 0.80 | 0.70 *
Potatoes . . LO3 | L4d | 201 | L2 | 1.58 | 1.46 | L3O 0.80 | 1.4%
Frnit . e 2,28 | 290 | 2,84 | 317 | 3.01 | 4.00 | 2.86 | 2495 [ 2.95 3.08
Vegetibles a o 223 F 242 LTH | 225 | 27E] 243 ) 234 | 107 | 227 |)
Otlier . . oo | 305 ) 5L 515 ) 450 | 600 | 4.87 | 470 | 528 | 4.9D | 50T
TOTAL .. . oo |47.T0 (4210 | 45.35 |38.00 147.18 |42.41 [40.35 |33.27 |41.16 | 20.30
Average No. of persons per
family . .| 618 | 828 | G654 | 334 | 672 S.08 | 686 | 3.30 | 510 | 408

* Tucluded wndet * other bems.”

The most considerable item of expenditure in Australia is that on
meab, whichis followed in the order named by expenditure on
food,”” butfer, cheese, ete., bread and milk {equal), fruit, vegetables,
sugar, eggs, tea, coffee, ete., potatoes, flour, bacon and bam, fish and
rabbits, poultry, etc. It may be cbserved that in the 1910-11 inguiry,
expenditure on poultry, bacon and ham, flour; fish, etec., was included
In the above table these items are shewn under
The results given by the investigation of 1910-11
indicate that the amounts spent on various items were in substantially

under obher items.
separate headings.

the same order.-

other
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(ii.) Average Weekly Ezpenditure per Head on Various Items of
Fodd.—The next table furnishes particulars of expenditure per head,
irrespective of sex and age, on each item of food, In computing the
number of persons who were a charge upon the family expenditure,
temporary absence from home has been taken into account.  The
results are given to the nearest farthing. :

Exzpenditure on Living, November, 1913,—Average Weekly E_xpenditure on Food
per Head (Unweighted).

Tt EXPENDITURE FPER HUAD ON— )
& . | = " g N =
P E = 3 B = = = 4 &5
Familiea having = o | El - oo o =| Lt sl l=
Weordy - [Taemene | = | o |53|E| sisl |5l 2 alzl < |Bl618 2 Bl 5 (5
. Incomes of— S| © Q‘I_E’.E_Q‘g%'gg: N A U el L)
X s |~mE =1 =11 = = sl |8 = e =)
gl =[5 4 18] 13 F=1 I 1 B
W - e = ]
' ] & = a A
- & el |
: . el [ o |aded el dld)d. ls 4
Under. £3 . over .4 45 LE77.07 3‘166i. 24134 842 i 104. .11 |2 | 2} 23 5hld 4
4 & muder-50 | 193.46] 5.28|84| a3 ei|ed|2d| 175 13|23 S4jed] BAG 7§
£3 &undor £310s.| over 4 | 44 | 278.75]6.84)8] sodfas| 77 [87| §| 11| | H23| as2d| ks 81
4 & under| 49 1163.50] 2.54l64 taalat] oals 1a7l 177 dizeR ] Tils laojls 23
£3 108. & under £4| over 4 23 |225.72| 6. 7204 $24(34 THI2 (13 12| 4|1 2.1 44i34| & |5 2
4 & under| 24 | 74.00|3.0812} 6 [Bnodesied| 22) yuasaliodios 13 D 54
£4 ond over  ..| over 4 94 |645.12| 6.86|73 24 3% 28(14) 144( $(1423 4|2 | o TR
4 & under| 44 |145.34)8.30(7 4 [a§|L04[BEISH 2041 |8 [227007762,178) 43
All Pergons .. . . (392 |1998 BB 5.10|Bl— 3 [8% BJ{N- 13 143 }1}]2% 5 |3§ Iﬁlli—
AN Persons, 1910-11 Inquiry [212 | 992.1| 4.68]0 2 T REEIE -] 73 |12 '4 104

* Ineluded in ** Other Tbems.”

It may be seen from the above figures that in each of the income
groups the smaller families spend a greater amount on food per head
than the larger families. This is probably due, in part, to the fact
that in the larger families greater economies can be effected in regard
to waste, but it also indicates what has previously been pointed out,
viz., that the smaller families live in a greater degree of comfort than
the larger families. A precisely similar result was deduced from the
inquiry of 1910-11.

- I .

(1.} dverage Weekly Exwpenditure per Head on Food, accordmng to
Sex and Age Groups.—The figures given in the table in the preceding
paragraph relating to cost per head of various items of food do not
differentiate either between sex ‘or age groups. On page 15 hereof
particulars have already been given specifying the average number of
members of families, classified according to sex and age groups. By
weighting each class, in the manner indicated hereunder, according to
the cost of food consumed, an average weekly cost can be computed for
each clags. Earlier investigations have shewn that the average con-
gumption of an adwlt male and an adult female differ, so alse, of
course; does the average consumption ab different ages. Hence in
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analysing the. results we should weight each class according to its con-
sumption so determined. Then in the manner indicated heresunder
the average weekly cost can be computed for each class on a common
basis. (See footnote for method.)’

The weights applied to each sex and age group were selected after
a careful study bad been made of reports and other available inform-
ation bearing on the matter, both from a physiclogical, economic,
and anthropometric standpoint. The weights selected for each class
were as follows:—

Expenditure on Living, November, 1913.—Exzpénditure on Food, Weights Assigned
to each Class.

I

PARTICULARS. MaLES. "FEMALES. CHILDREN,

Age in Years .. .. | Over 17.] - 18-16.| Over 17.| 13-16. | 10-12. &0 2-5. |Under 2.

Weight .. . .. 1M | & - 80 | 70 65 50 35 20

T,

Proceeding on the lines indigated, it was found that the total
weekly expenditure on food for all groups was £589 8s. 6d. The
following table shews, for each sex and age group, the number of
persons and the weighted average weekly expenditure om fooed. For
comparative purposes the corresponding results of the 1910-11 inguiry
are given:—

Expenditure on Living, November, 1914.—Average Weighted Weekly Expenditure
per Head of Food for ench Sex af different Ages.*

PARTIOULARS. MALES. FEMALES. CHILDREN-
Age In Years .. .. | Over 17 13-18.| Over 17.| 13-16. | 1012 ‘ -0 l 2-5  |Under 2
) . 8. d. 8. 4. & i 8 . 9, 4 | 8 d [ N B d
Inquiry of Nov,, 1013 .. 8 7 6 10 8 10 g 0 5 7 4 3 30 1 8
Inquley, 1910-11 .| 6 11| 5 6 5 8 4 1} 4 6 -3 6 2 5 1 86

* These are the values of kw in the formula deduced as shewn.

1. Let N1, Na. N3, eeee, eto.; rapragent, it any income ahd family group, the average number of
beads in sach sex and age class. Let also wa, W, wa, ...... ste., denobe the corresponding weights
roprasenting the relative consumption of each aex and age class. Thon il 8 be the total weokly
pum expended on food for & whole group, we shall have

5 .
Naiw; + Natrg + Naws ¥+ ete. _= k, say
k being then the average tost of food per unit-weight, thie unit being arbitrarily taken to
mMakalre .

Lot Ci, €z, Cay veeees ete., denote the averags weekly cost per bead in each class with the
corresponding sutfixes, then

o Bwy
C = Rl T M

the saquars brackets denoting the sum of alt the products of the numbera inko the waight as
above. BSimilarly Ca, Ca, ete., = kw,, kws, ete, These values kw, eto., denote then the aversge
weekly expenditure per head for the several clasaes denoted by the suffixes.
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It may be seen that instead of the general average cost previously
obtained for all classes, amounting to Bs. 114d., the average cost in
the special sex and age classes ranges from 1s, 9d., in the case of a
child under two years of age, to 8s. 7d. for an adult man. From the
figures given in the above table the average cost of food can, of course,
be computed for any given family. Applying the results shewn in the
table to various families selected at random from the householders’
returns, it is found that the divergencies between the cost of food
thus estimated and the average cost obtained from the weekly budgets
are generally small. This indicates that the weights which have been
assigned are suhstantially in . accordance with the facts.

It is not practicable to obtain similar results for sex and age
classes in regard to expenditure on items other than food, owing to
the difficulty in computing any satisfactory system of weights accurately
denoting the extent to which the varicus items are used or consumed
by persons in the various classes.

5. Expenditure on Clothing,—In the family budgets there was
included a number of persons, such as boarders, servants, and adult
children, whose clothing was not paid for out of the common fund.
In order, therefore, to obtain particulars of the average cost per head,
these persons must be excluded. The third column in the table here-
under shews the average number of persons whose expenditure on
¢lothing was included in the returns, due allowance having been made
for temporary absence from home. The succeeding columns shew the
average weekly and the corresponding annual expenditure for the
different income and “family groups.

Ezpenditure on Living, November, mé?.—Average Weekly Expenditure per Head on
. othi

. . Expenditure on
Families having Weekly Number of Members, [ Number of Hends. H
Ineomes of Clot.ﬁ?ng per week.
Under £3 . . . AN over 4 . 267 1 0
4 snd under . 186 1 8
£3 and under £3 108, . . over 4 . 265 1 b
4 and under .. 153 2 0
£3 108. and under £4 .. .. over 4 .. 200 1 9
4 wnd nider .. L] 2 10
£4 and over . P .. .. over 4 . 2T z @
) 4 and under . 131 4 8
All Perrons .. s .. . . . 1,818 2 2
All Peraons, 1910-11 Inguity .. P oo . 885 2 5

The above results apply, of course, to men, women, and children,
and it is seen that, as might be expected, the expenditure in each
income group is comsiderably greater in the smaller than in the larger
families,

6. Expenditure on Other Items.—The table hereunder shews the
average weekly expenditure per family on items other than housing,
food, clothing, and fuel and light, each of which, with the exception of
the last, has been dealt with separitely. Expenditure on fuel and
light does not permit of further analysis. The percentage of each item
on the total expenditure is also shewn, and in the last column com-
parative results are given, where possible, of the 1910-11 inquiry.
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Expenditure on Living, November, 1913,—Average Weekly Expendilure per Family
on Other Iiems,

FAMILIES HAVING WEEKLY INCOMES OF— ?\E:Eﬁaij
£3 and £2 10s and £4 and
L ARTICULARE. Under £3. |y ndor £310s. | under §4. aver.
Nov, | 1910~
Over [4and | Over |4and | Over | 4ana] Over [4ang | 1913 | 1%
4 | undey 4 | umgder 4 | under 4 | ander
E XPENDITURE,
| [
s odotla s Al s do]e d| s do s L] s s L] s d
Soap, 8tarch, ate. O 910 gloe1r|o sl ol |o1tq0 10| 010 }.2 P
Other Houselioll R.l_rlulslt,ea o 9to1ly ol 111 5L 211 491 541 2
Tobmacey, ete. . JRPRR I S I 1 VI V1 T I O 1 (O O L1
Alcoholic Bevemges Lo &l0 80 640 BlLO]L 2|1 011 &(010F0 T
Fares . . oy 11 41 o2 311 891 712 712 T(r10t2 9
Insurance 1L ool 61 &)1 rl1i0|2 6|4 2|2 013 0
Contributions to Beneflt
Socicties e o1 4]l ot 7)1 5¢1 3)1 L|L Sl0w]|1l 3|1 2
Education Fees .. L0 4o 210 530 3L A0 T]1 210 0 Bl 3
Medical .. .. o 80 ol 61 291101 212 312 &)1 612 &
Rates aml Taxes .. |0 Tl 430 8170 710 617 591 1|1 BlO10O|1 7
Sportsand Amusements . [ 60 Y11 01011010t 21 831 211 ¥|1 02
Charity, ebe, . . g 8lo (0111010} 0 810 21 312 1011 .
Wages 0 ¢ . 0 510 3]0 6 . 1 L{2 1(0 8 *
Miscellanoonug L'tp{sm'lln'lrc 3 514 BV TV6 115 416 319 1% 686 4000 3
TOTAL .. Lo (12 an 23 17 6|18 5 (17 4 |20 10 |28 ¢ [32 O |20 M0 {32 7
PERCENTAGE ON ToTaL EXPENDITURE.
per | per por per e peL per | per per por
cenb, | cont. | cent.r] cent. | ¢ent. | cont. | cent. | cent. { cent. | cont.
Sonp, Starch, cte. 1.34 ) 1.20 | LS8 | 108 | 1.96 | 1.84 | 095 | . 0.80 { 118 }2_0.
Other Houseliold Rcuulsltcs 13| 1737 | L5L| L1 | L92t 170 [ L.39) 1.62 | 159 !
Tobaces, cte. . 178 | L.77 | LIS | 1456 | L3564 1.58 | 1.04 | .54 | 1.25 | 0nG63
Atooholie Bovernges 08 007 0TS 0T 113 255 1.4 161 | 139 | 0.74
Fares s ] 103 258 1 150 ) 3.56 | 2206 | 3L 2631 2.77 | 2481 3.41
Inguranca L] LB 1614 2641 287 | 147 | RGT | 2E0[ 510 By | 452
Contributions to Benefit
Societies . L 238 1,08 240 224 169 | 148 | 147 | 0B89O ) 170 | 1.41
Education Yeis . . 050 1 0.32 1 0H3 | 040 LU2 | .85 | 1.21 | 0.69 | 091 1.57
Medical.._. . e L.1Y | 1.45 | 2.26 L&s | 248 | 1.70 | 254 | 2,63 | 2.04 | 3.00
Rate and Taxes . L3 | 064 ] 101 | 002 | 068 | 207 1.13 | 1.9 [ 113 | 1.97
Sports and Amusements . G20 1A% 500 145 LIS | LEZ  LTA 1.25 | 147 L4
Charity, ste, .. ol 110y 08t | L33 132 | 000 | L9 | L3O 224 1.85 -
Wages 0,50 .. 063 1 0,40 | 0.08 .. 1.13 .24 | 091 .
Miscellaneous Expenditute | 6.10 | 560 | 7.06 { 0.63 | «52 | 931 | 043 2o | g82 |10.20
TOTAL ., .. . 123.08 |24.96 [20.38 120,15 |23.48 |30.37 | 20,44 | 54.535 [28.34 |40.82

* Inchnded in Miscellancous EXpenditare.

It may be seen that, disregarding “ cther expenditure,” the most
important item in the above table is expenditure on imsurance, which
is followed in the order named by farés, medical expenses, contribu-
tions to benefit societies, other household requisites, sports and amuse-
ments, charity, etc., tobacco, etc., with soap, starch, etc., aleoholic
beverages and rates and taxes equal, wages and education fees.

In view of the probability, previously referred to, that the budgets
include a considerable proportion-of returns from householders whose
habits are of a thrifty and economical nature, and who habitually
exercise a careful supervision over their expenditure, it seems possible
that the average amounts specified as being expended on varjous items
—-especially on those which are of the nature of luxuries—are some-
what too low to Dbe representative of the general community, This
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view. is also borne out by an examination of the individual budgets.
Thus, in regard to alcoholic beverages, it appears that no less than
206 out of the 392 families were teetotallers, the average expenditure
of all families on this item being 10d. per week. The number of
families returning no expenditure on tobacco was 130, nevertheless the
expenditure amounted to 11d. on the average, making with alcoholic
beverages no less than 1s. 9d. per week. This is equivalent to 1s, 9d.
for alcoholic beverages for the balance of 186 families, and
to 1s. 4d. for tobacco, ete., for the balance of 262 families, The aver-
age expenditure per family on sports and amusements is also very low,
viz,, 1s. 1d. per week, 91 families returning no expenditure under this
beading. The relatively high expenditure on insurance and contribu-
tions to benefil socizties, amounéinz, howaver, to not more than 4.42
per cent. of the total expenditure, as compared with 6.13 per cent.
in the previous inquiry, indicates .thrift .and economy. ™ Miscel-
lanecus expenditure’” includes a considerable variety of miscellaneous
items, such as furniture, repairs and maintenance of proper_t.y_,'_'_hct]i-
day expenses, and any other outlay not specifically mentioned under
any other heading. These indications of thrift and economy may, on
the other hand, be discounted by the fact that during the four weeks
covered by the inquiry, the average expenditure in some of -the -lowest
income groups exceeded the average income (see page 19 herein-
before).

The 1emarka,ble difference helween the total of the expenditure
per family on * Other Items” in the inquiry of November, 1813 (20s.
10d., or 28.3¢ per cent. on the whole expeanditure), as compiared, with
that in the inquiry of 191011 (325. 7d., or 40.82 per cent.), that is,
a reduction, in spite of the general increase in prices, is probably due to
three main causes, viz.:—(a) The more recent inquiry refers to a far
‘greater extent than the previous one to what are commonly called the
working classes (see particulars given on page 17); () the average
income is smaller in the present inquiry (see page 19); and. (c) the
-increase in price of foodstuffs and other commodities.  All these
matters tend to substantially alter the distribution of expenditure, the
effect of each of the causes specified being to reduce the amount avail-
able for expenditure on “ Other Items,”” as compared with the resules
of the 1910-11 inquiry.

x

SECTION VIL—RELATIVE INCOME AND EXPENDITURE IN
METROPOLITAN AND COUNTRY DISTRICTS.

1. General.—In order to shew the difference between the incomes
and expenditures of families residing in metropoiitan and country
digbricts, respectively, a special tabulation of .the budgets. .was made.
It was found that of the 392 families for whom budgets were avail-
able, 214 resided in country and 178 in metropolitan districts, “Country
distriets” include country towns as well as rural districts. In the
fol]owmg table particulars are given of the income and expenditure
of each income and family group for metrgpolitan and country dis-
tricts separately



