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SECTION III.-FAMILY CONDITIONS.

1. General.—In order to permit of any adequate analysis or cri-
ticism of the figures relating to income and expenditure presented in
this report, it appears desirable that the returns as to family conditions
should be first investigated. It is proposed to deal first with these
matbers frem the following standpoints, viz.:—(a) Geographical dis-
tribution of families; (b) Structure and size of families; and (c) Oc-
cupations of heads of families.

2. Geographical Distribution,— The classification of inceme and
expenditure, according to families living in the metropolitan towns and
in other parts of the several States, is given in Section VI., and the
urban and rural distribution of the families to which the returns refer
is therefore a matter of importance in this connection.

For the purpose of classification in the following table, the suburbs
have heen included with the metropolitan towns, and in Western Aus-
tralia, Fremantle has also been included with Perth. The families in
each State are classified according.to income and size of family, and
corresponding figures for all families are given for the 1910-11 inquiry.

h
Expenditure on Living, November, 1813.—Classification of Families Residing in
Metropolitan Towns and in other parts of each State,
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From the above table it may be seen that in the inquiry of November,
1913, the returns fromn families residing outside the metropolitan
radius (214, or 54.6 per cent.), were slightly greater in number than
those from metropolitan tewns (178, or 45.4 per cent.}, whereas in the
earlier inquiry the number of metropolitan returns was neatly double
the number of country returns,

3. Structure of Families.— The following tables have heen compiled
in order co bring together the more important facts obtained as to
membership of families, classified according to income and size of
family.
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(i.) General Membershap.—The total number of “the members of
families for which returns were received was 2032, including all pei-
sons who participated in the family expenditure for 'any considerable
part of the four weeks under review. The persons grouped under the
heading of dependants include boarders, servants, resident visitors,
etc. The following table shews the compenent members of the families
classified according to income and size.of famijly. Corresponding figures
for all families are given in regard to the 1910-11 inquiry:—

Expenditure on Living, November, 1913.—Membership of Families comprised in

Returns.
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* In computing this sverage, temporary absénce from howe and temporary presence of
visitors, etc., have been taken into account.

It may be seen that in the inquiry of November, 1913, only six of the
families (1.6 per cent.} were without a husband, and five (1.3 per cent.)
without a wife. -

(ii.) Conditions as to Clildren.—Of the 392 families covered by the
investigation, 351 included children,  The subjoined table shews the
average number of children in each group, together with the number
of children earning wages, and those not earning wages (i.e., either at
home, at school, or at college) classified in age groups. Corresponding
results for all families together included in the mqulry of 1910-11 are
also given for comparative purposes.

Ezpenditure on Living, November, 1913.-—Conditions of Families as to Children.
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The ahove figures shew that a considerable number of the' children
mcluded was in the lower age groups, those under six years of age
numbering 435, or 39 per cent., of the total number of children. This
result is nearly identical with that obtained in the 1910-11 inquiry,
when 207, or nearly 40 per cenb, of the children, were found to be
under six years of age.

The total number of children at work was 153, or 13.7 per cent.,
while the number of those at home or at school was 960, or 86.3 per
cenb., on the total number of children. As might be expected, the
majority of children in the higher age-groups who were not wage-
earners is confined to the higher intome groups.

It is of importance to observe ‘that taking the larger and the smaller
family groups separately, with thé exception of the smaller family
group in the highest income clags, the average number of children per
family increases as the income increases,

This aspect of the matter is more clearly shewn by the Agures in
the subjoined taple, which shews, in family and income groups, the
total number and the average number per family of all children, of
children at work and of children at home or at school. As already
pointed out, in each family group the average number of all children
increases as the income increases, except in the case of families of four
members and under having income of £4 and over. The average num-
ber of children at work also increases, while the average number at
home or at school decreases as the income increases, in each case with
the same exception as before,

It appears, therefore, that since the average number of children in-
creases, and the average number abt home or at school decreases, as
the income increases, any conclusions which might be drawn from the
mere fact that the average number of all children increases with wvae
income, must be subject to qualifications, since it may well be that the
fact that the average number of children at work is greater in the higher
income group is itself the cause of the higher income. It will be seen
that, compared with the 1910-11 inquiry, the average number of child-
ren in the larger family group is considerably higher in the November,
1913, inquiry, while there is but little difference in the corresponding
figures for the smaller family group. :

Exzpenditure on Living, November, 1913.—Relation between Income and Number

of Children,
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Expenditure on Living, November, 1913.—Relation between Income and
Namber of Children——continued,
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‘4, Occupations of Heads of Families,—In order to give a general

- idea of the class of persons included in the returns, the following table
shewing the occupations of the heads of families has-beerr compiled —
(a) Unsizlled labour includés such perzons as genera.l labourers, rail-

way gangers, ete.

(b) Skilled labourers, artisans and tradesmen, such as fitters, car-
penters, electrical workers, etc. ’

(c) Agricultural includes farmers, dairymen, gardeners, and or:
chardists, .

(d) Commercial, those engaged in trade, such as chemists, tobacco-

nists, storekeepers, etc.

(e} Clerical, hookkeepers and.clerks.
t3) meesswnal clergymen doctors, school tea,chers, ete.
(g) Vo occupation comprises persons retired.from business, families
with no husband, and heads of families who failed to st&te
their occupations.

Expenditure on Living, November, 1913.—Occupations of Heads of Families.
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From the above table it may be seen that the wage-earning. clags
(skilled and unskilled labour) comprises 267 families, or 68.1 per cent.,
commercial and clerical together iriclude 78 families, or nearly 20 par
cent.; and professional 34, or 8.7 per cent. The largest income group
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(£4 and over) includes a greater number of the clerical and professional
class than any other group. The difference between the relative num-
bers in’ the différént cocupational groups is noticeable--and -importans
in regard to any comparisons which are drawn between the results
of the two inquiries. It has already been stated that in the present in-
quiry the skilled and unskilled labour class together comprise 267 heads
of families, that is about 68 per cent. of the total number included, but
in the 1910-11 inquiry these two classes included only 73, or about 34
per cent. of the total number of heads of families. Moreover in the
present inquiry the commercial, clerical and professional classes _to-
gether covered about 29 per ceut. of the budgets, while in the previous

inquiry they comprised nearly 49 pér cent.

SECTION 1V._ INCOMES.

1. Sources of Income,—The sources of the family incomes are
shewn in the subjoined table, classified according to amount of income
and size of family. -The third column shews the number of families
having incomes from the husband.only. The fourth, fifth sixth, and
seventh columns oomprlse families' havmg incomes from more than one
source., * Miscellaneous” comprlses incomes from hoarders, investments,
etc. The figures given in these columns are not mut.ually exclusive,
that is to say, thab, for example, aifamily having an income from hoth -
husband and wife is inctuded in both the fourth and fifth- columns,
while a faxmly having an income’ from wife, chlidren and boarders is
included in each of the fifth, sixth, and seventh columns. -t may be
seen that, except in the hlghest income class, a larger number of the
small families than the largeé families derive their income from the
hushand only, Comparatwe figures for 1910-11 for all iamlhes to-

gether are.also ‘given. in the table.

Exzpenditure on Living, November, 1813.—Sources of Incomes,
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© * Includes & families with source of Income notb stated.



