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income. Inasmuch as the families for which budgets were obtained
wero distributed over the six Btates, and the proportion in each State
corresponds roughly to its population and’ importance in an industrial
sense, and owing to the fact that the families are not_ restricted with
reference to any particular industry, it is believed that the results
of the inquiry are fairly representative of the conditions existing among
the majority of the community. While individual! budgets may not
. be absolutely accurate, it can safely be assumed that averages based
on any considerable number of statements represent the true facts
with substantial accuracy. In any insbtances where the averages are
based upon a small number of families they should, of course, be ac-
cepted with due caution, for though the family statements may be
accurate, the averages may not include a sufficiently large number to
fairly represent the class to which they relate.

In this conmection it should be observed that the value of any in-
quiry as to cost of living based upon the voluntary keeping of budgets
by householders is to some extent limited by the fact that such bud-
gets are more likely to be kept by frugal and thrifty persons with
public spirit than by the careless and extravagant and those lacking in
public spirit. The consequence is that the results deduced from
these budgets—other things being equal—tend ta be on the low, rather
than the high side of the average.

The cordial thanks of the Commonwealth Statistician are tendered
to those who have assisted this important inquiry by accurabtely keep-
ing the necessary budgets, an

SECTION II.—THE HOUSEHOLDER'S BUDGET.

1. Family Conditions,— The account books, issued to householders,
contained in all eight pages, 13 in. x 8 in. in size, bound in paper covers,
On the first page attention was drawn to the following facts:—

(a) That the book was the property of, and when complete should
be returned to, the Commonwea,lth Bureau of Census and
Statistics,

(b) That the information fumished would be treated as strictly
confidential.

(¢} General remarks as to the object of the inquiry and period to
be reviewed.

(d) That a report as to the results would be sent, on application,
to any person assisting in the furtherance of the inquiry.

The second page of the book was devoted to the purpose of ascer-
taining particulars of locality and of family conditions, and was in
the following form:—
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The object of the first tiwo lines as to locality was to permit of a
classification of the results according to geographical distribution; this
has, however, only been carried out according to distribution in the
several States. The information as to number, sex, and ages of
children was required for classification purposes as to size and structure
of family, while that relating to occupation was intended for the pur-
pose of analysing the variation in the relative income and expenditure
of persons engaged in different occupations and employed in different
groups of allied industries, Owing to the paucity in the number of
budgets returned, it was not, however, found possible to carry into
effect the latter intention, while as regards size and structure of family
the only classifications made were (a) that relating to tamilies having
over four members and those having four or Jess, and (b) that relating
to fa.milies consisting of father, mother, and two children under 14
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years of age, and (c) that relating to.father, mother, and three chil-
dren under 14 years of age.

The third page of the book gave instructions for filling in details
of income and expenditure, these-instructions being grouped under the
following headings, viz.:-—(a) Income; (b) expenditure on housing;
(c) expenditure on food ; {d} household requisites, and (¢) miscellaneous
and special expenditure.

2. Weekly Statements of Income and Expenditure.—The following
four pages of the budget book were provided for the householder to
fill in, ejther daily or weekly, particilars of income and expenditure
of his or her family. Bach page was in the following form:—

Waek ending Sth N, ber, TU¥4.
- The Tatl (neana and Evpemhiuce seed Aot b boertad oo eolymn and lat Hus)

Runay Monday Tursday | | Wodmadny | Thumdes | Frdey Zoturluy- £ Totan

Tyt

s | o s le |l e ey ol d]as]a]s]| )]« s |«
rem Earmmgs of Hisband

- . Wita ™ N -
' . o Chabdron
. other Puvespis
Torir
[ _hwm o4 Brulor

Jmparen su Hortgags

bl on P s of Laure
T —Erpmilinry o2 Food
Uread .

Mk imiehudmg nnd ane ), _L

Flour -
Tea Tolits and Covnw

‘mgar
Turter apd Checsn
e

Dueom wid Ham

_[_, .ﬂ-_

Mrud {Budcherd and Cuokedp
oo Peghry o

Fiall iuncliung pvmeteed s
Voustoes

-

Frut induding prostrvodt

Vrgenablcn [aluiag proserved -
Db Feod B

1 —~Bouprheld Bmyiiiey —
Candine

Sunp B wid Lios
“Karoasne 0
Ow P . |
Ebertranty .

Lot
Fup Atd o -

Lithor . —_'_l_
+ —Chabing. Drapary, Boch, #to

& —=Oibor Enpenditors on Livueg
Tubmctn Loghin b Lagarsbios

Ahohole Boverages

Faras (Rabugy Tram elg]
" lnautancs {Late, Fero, b |

Woninbot ot 1o Lerefi S i
Lilucat & Face Sobol Hargrolg
Hudiead Avpinlarers & Blodicing
Ruien aid Tonen
Spore tnd Amumsnicacs
Chrety, Cnrch Goboctume, ebe
VL aged [wrrh ants, Froonch akd p
& —Mhorlawsousr mad Specinl '
Exptadiure

A

Totut,

* Includug reoswals of sl rephart o llouse  Fomitnen, st Eliowe gind gaciculem oo w3

MovaL SocizTy oF Tasm-r g



12 TeHE HOUSEHOLDER'S BUDGET.

Each book despatched was accompanied by an addressed envelope.

On the right page provision was made for remarks, under the following
five headings:—

1.—Particulars as to “ Other Receipts” (i.¢., receipts other than
earnings of husband, wife, and children).

2.—Particulars as to payments for house purchased by instal-
ments. )

3.—Municipal valuation of house (If house is owned by house-
holder or if living rent free).

4.—Remarks as to miscellaneous and special expenditure.
5.—Other remarks.

1

3. Tabulation and Classification.—In order to facilitate the
analysis and classification of the householders’ budgets, the contents
of each book, after being checked,, and after the totals of the various
items given had been computed, were, first of all, transferred to sum-
mary 'sheets. The next question considered was that of -classifying
the results in relation to the following matters:—(i.) Geographical dis-
tribution, (ii.) size and structure of family, (iii.) income, and (iv.)
occupations of wage earners. In regard to the last of these matters, it
was found that the number of returns was insufficient to enable any
proper classification to be made.. For the purpose of tabulation the
sammary sheels were sorted out with their respeckive classes, and the
vesulés transferred to the appropriate tabulation sheets.

(i.) Geographical DMstribution.—-The following table shews the dis-
tribution of families, from which budgets were received, according to
Btates. It was considered that the comparatively small number of
budgets available did not justify the presentation of separate detailed
results for each State. In the tables the figures have, therefore,
been grouped together for the whole Commonwealth. It was
hoped, with a sufficient number of returns, to differentiate as to local
distribution with greater particularity, as for example in regard to
incomes and expenditure of families living in {(a) metropelitan towns,
(b) country towns, (¢} mining districts, and (d) rural districts, In a
lager section of this report {(see Section VI.), comparative results for
given for metropolitan and other towns, while summarised results for
families of certain special size and structure are furnished in Section
VII. '

The distribubion of the families in the several States is as follows.
For purposes of comparison corresponding fipures are given for the
inquiry made in 1910-11:—

Expenditure on Living, November, 1813.—Disiribution of Families in Several Stales

Number of Families, N.B.W. \'Icmria‘] @ralaml] 8.4, WAL | Tas. | Chwlth.
- - r "l
November 1913 Inguiry . w3 . B8 4 1lop 33 68 3 392
1%10-11 Inanicy [iEd 3 | 19 18 18 12 212
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(it.) Suze end Structure of Families.—It was found that the families
for which budgets were received were divided roughly into two equal
groups in regard to size of family, 216 families having over four mem-
bers, and 176 four and under. It was therefore decided to adopt these
groups as the basis for classification, The general classification adepted
relates to actual size of families, the structure of the family (ie.,
whether composed of father, mother, children, dependants, or rela-
tives), being necessarily disregarded, As rega.rds structure of family,
it was originally intended te tabulate special results for normal families
of different sizes, but this tabulation has been restricted to families
consisting of father, mother, and (a) two ch1]dren and {b) three chil-
dren under 14 years of age. .

sl

(iil.) Ineome.~~The classification as to incomes was adopted after
a careful consideration bf the fa-ct.s In order to make a distinction
between the large class of wageledrners who earn under £3 a week,
and those persons who earn more than that amount, it was at ﬁrst.
.intended to adopt a main classification according to incomes of over
about £3, and those amounting to about £3 and under; it was found,
however, that taking £3 & week-as the limih, the former class em-
braced only 104 families, and the*latter 288, Further, on an examina-
tion of the books it appeared that a large number of families depends
for their support on means other than the actual wages earned by the
head of the household, the other miain sources of income heing earnings
of children, boarders, and interest on investments. It was therefore
considered desirable to somewhat increase the limit, and it was found
that practically an equal distribution was cbtained by making the divi-
sion at £3 10s. a week, there being 195 families whose incomes were
over that amount and 197 under. The income groups finally adopted
were under £3 a week, £3 and under £3 10s., £3 10s. and under £4,
£4 and over, and the following table shews the number of families in
each of the family and income groups finally adopted:—

Expenditure on Living, November, 1913.—Number of Families Classified according
to Income Groups and Sizes of Family,

NUMEBEK OF FAMILIES HavVING WEEKLY INCOMES OF—
Particwars, Under £3 £2 & under £3108.] £3 108, L under £4| £4 and over.
. 4 amg - 4 and 4 and 4 and
Over 4. | ynder, } OVF + | under. | OVOT & | under. | O¥¢F 4| under.
Number of Fomilics 392 45 &9 | 44 40 a3 24 94 44

Owing to the different grouping of incomes adopted in the present
inguiry, direst comparisons cannot be made in tabular form with the
1910-11 inguiry. It may be mentioned, however, that in the earlier
mquiry there were 99 families in the higher income group, that is
with incomes of over £200 per annum, and 113 in the lower group,
i.e., with incomes of £200 and under per annum.



